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}HE greatest of English historians, Macattlay, and one of the most brilliant writers of

the present century, has said: "The history of a country is best told in a record of the

lives of its people." In conformity with this idea the Portrait and Biographicai

Record of this county has been prepared. Instead of going to musty records, and

taking therefrom dry statistical matter that can be appreciated by but few, our

corps of writers have gone to the people, the men and women who have, by their

enterprise and industry, brought the county to rank second to none among those

comprising this great and noble State, and from their lips have the story of their life

struggles. No more interesting or instructive matter could be presented to an intelli-

gent public. In this volume will be found a record of many whose lives are worthy the

imitation of coming generations. It tells how some, commencing life in poverty, by

industry and economy have accumulated wealth. It tells how others, with limited

advantages for securing an education, have become learned men and women, with an

influence extending throughout the length and breadth of the land. It tells of men who
have risen from the lower walks of life to eminence as statesmen, and whose names have

become famous. It tells of those in every walk in life who have striven to succeed, and

records how that success has usually crowned their efforts. It tells also of many, very

many, who, not seeking the applause of the world, have pursued "the even tenor of their way," content

to have it said of them as Christ said of the woman performing a deed of mercy—"they have done what

they could." It tells how that many in the pride and strength of young manhood left the plow and the

anvil, the lawyer's office and the counting-room, left every trade and profession, and at their country's

call went forth valiantly "to do or die," and how through their efforts the Union was restored and peace

once more reigned in the land. In the life of every man and of every woman is a lesson that should not

be lost upon those who follow after.

Coming generations will appreciate this volume and preserve it as a sacred treasure, from the fact

that it contains so much that would never find its way into public records, and which would otherwise be

inaccessible. Great care has been taken in the compilation of the work and every opportunity possible

given to those represented to insure correctness in what has been written, and the publishers Clatter them-

selves that they give to their readers a work with few errors of consequence. In addition to the biograph

ical sketches, portraits of a number of representative citizens are given.

The faces of some, and biographical sketches of many, will be missed in this volume. For this the

publishers are not to blame. Not having a proper conception of the work, some refused to give the

information necessary to compile a sketch, while others were indifferent. Occasionally some member of

the family would oppose the enterprise, and on account of such opposition the support of the interested

one would be withheld. In a few instances men could never be found, though repeated calls were made
at their residence or place of business.

December, 1894. Chapman Publishing Co.
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GEORGE WASHINGTON.

HE Father of our Country was born in West-

moreland County, Va., February 22, 1732.

His parents were Augustine and Mary (Ball)

Washington. The family to which he belonged

has not been satisfactorily traced in England.

His great-grandfather, John Washington, emi-

grated to Virginia about 1657, and became a

prosperous planter. He had two sons, Lawrence

and John. The former married Mildred Warner,

and had three children, John, Augustine and

Mildred. Augustine, the father of George, first

married Jane Butler, who bore him four children,

two of whom, Lawrence and Augustine, reached

maturity. Of six children by his second mar-

riage, George was the eldest, the others being

Betty, Samuel, John Augustine, Charles and

Mildred.

Augustine Washington, the father of George,

died in 1743, leaving a large landed property.

To his eldest son, Lawrence, he bequeathed an

estate on the Potomac, afterwards known as Mt.

Vernon, and to George he left the parental resi-

dence. George received only such education as

the neighborhood schools afforded, save for a

short time after he left school, when he received

private instruction in mathematics. His spelling

was rather defective. Remarkable stories are

told of his great physical strength and develop-

ment at an early age. He was an acknowledged

\eader among his companions, and was early

noted for that nobleness of character, fairness and

veracity which characterized his whole life.

When George was fourteen years old he had a

desire to go to sea, and a midshipman's warrant

was secured for him, but through the opposition

of his mother the idea was abandoned. Two-

years later he was appointed surveyor to the im-

mense estate of Lord Fairfax. In this business

he spent three years in a rough frontier life,

gaining experience which afterwards proved very

essential to him. In 1751, though only nineteen

years of age, he was appointed Adjutant,with the

rank of Major, in the Virginia militia, then being

trained for active service against the French and

Indians. Soon after this he sailed to the West
Indies with his brother Lawrence, who went there

to restore his health. They soon returned, and

in the summer of 1752 Lawrence died, leaving a

large fortune to an infant daughter, who did not

long survive him. On her demise the estate of

Mt. Vernon was given to George.

Upon the arrival of Robert Dinwiddie as Lieu-

tenant-Governor of Virginia, in 1752, the militia

was reorganized, and the province divided into

four military districts, of which the northern was

assigned to Washington as Adjutant-General.

Shortly after this a very perilous mission, which

others had refused, was assigned him and ac-

cepted. This was to proceed to the French post

near Lake Erie, in northwestern Pennsylvania.

The distance to be traversed was about six hun-

dred miles. Winter was at hand, and the journey

was to be made without military escort, through

a territory occupied by Indians. The trip was a

perilous one, and several times he nearly lost his

life, but he returned in safety and furnished a full

and useful report of his expedition. A regiment

of three hundred men was raised in Virginia and

put in command of Col. Joshua Fry, and Maj.

Washington was commissioned Lieutenant-Colo-

nel. Active war was then begun against the

French and Indians, in which Washington took
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a most important part. In the memorable event

of July 9, 1755, known as "Braddock's defeat,"

Washington was almost the only officer of dis-

tinction who escaped from the calamities of the

day with life and honor.

Having been for five years in the military serv-

ice, and having vainly sought promotion in the

royal army, he took advantage ofthe fall of Ft. Du-

quesne and the expulsion of the French from the

valley of the Ohio to resign his commission. Soon

after he entered the Legislature, where, although

not a leader, he took an active and important

part. January 17, 1759, he married Mrs. Martha

(Dandridge) Custis, the wealthy widow of John

Parke Custis.

When the British Parliament had closed the

port of Boston, the cry went up throughout the

provinces,
'

' The cause o± Boston is the cause of

us all! " It was then, at the suggestion of Vir-

ginia, that a congress of all the colonies was

called to meet at Philadelphia September 5,

1774, to secure their common liberties, peaceably

if possible. To this congress Col. Washington

was sent as a delegate. On May 10, 1775, the

congress re-assembled, when the hostile inten-

tions of England were plainly apparent. The
battles of Concord and Lexington had been fought,

and among the first acts of this congress was the

election of a commander-in-chief of the Colonial

forces. This high and responsible office was con-

ferred upon Washington, who was still a member
of the congress. He accepted it on June 19, but

upon the express condition that he receive no sal-

ary. He would keep an exact account of ex-

penses, and expect congress to pay them and

nothing more. It is not the object of this sketch

to trace the military acts of Washington, to whom
the fortunes and liberties of the people of this

country were so long confided. The war was
conducted by him under every possible disadvan-

tage; and while his forces often met with reverses,

yet he overcame every obstacle, and after seven

years of heroic devotion and matchless skill he
gained liberty for the greatest nation of earth.

On December 23, 1783, Washington, in a parting

address of surpassing beauty, resigned his com-

mission as Commander-in-Chief of the army to the

Continental Congress sitting at Annapolis. He

retired immediately to Mt. Vernon and resumed

his occupation as a farmer and planter, shunning

all connection with public life.

In February, 1789, Washington was unani-

mously elected President, and at the expiration

of his first term he was unanimously re-elected.

At the end of this term many were anxious that he

be re-elected, but he absolutely refused a third

nomination. On March 4, 1797, at the expiration

of his second term as President, he returned to his

home, hoping to pass there his few remaining

years free from the annoyances of public life.

Later in the year, however, his repose seemed

likely to be interrupted by war with France. At

the prospect of such a war he was again urged to

take command of the army,' but he chose his sub-

ordinate officers and left them the charge of mat-

ters in the field, which he superintended from his

home. In accepting the command, he made the

reservation that he was not to be in the field until

it was necessary. In the midst of these prepara?

tions his life was suddenly cut off. December 12

he took a severe cold from a ride in the rain,

which, settling in his throat, produced inflamma-

tion, and terminated fatally on the night of the

14th. On the 1 8th his body was borne with mili-

tary honors to its final resting-place, and interred

in the family vault at Mt. Vernon.

Of the character of Washington it is impossible

to speak but in terms of the highest respect and

admiration. The more we see of the operations

of our government, and the more deeply we feel

the difficulty of uniting all opinions in a common
Interest, the more highly we must estimate the

force of his talent and character, which have been

able to challenge the reverence of all parties,

and principles, and nations, and to win a fame as

extended as the 1 knits of the globe, and which we
cannot but believe will be as lasting as the exist-

ence of man.

In person, Washington was unusually tall, erect

and well proportioned, and his muscular strength
was great. His features were of a beausiful sym-
metry. He commanded respect without any ap-

pearance of haughtiness, and was ever serious
without being dull,
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JOHN ADAMS.

(JOHN ADAMS, the second President and the

I first Vice-President of the United States, was

(2/ born in Braintree (now Quincy) Mass. , and
about ten miles from Boston, October 19, 1735.

His great-grandfather, Henry Adams, emigrated

from England about 1640, with a family of eight

sons, and settled at Braintree. The parents of

John were John and Susannah (Boylston)

Adams. His father, who was a farmer of limited

means, also engaged in the business of shoe-

making. He gave his eldest son, John, a classical

education at Harvard College. John graduated

in 1755, and at once took charge of the school at

1 Worcester, Mass. This he found but a
'

' school

of affliction,
'

' from which he endeavored to gain

relief by devoting himself, in addition, tc the

study of law. For this purpose he placed himself

under the tuition of the only lawyer in the town.

He had thought seriously of the clerical profes-

sion, but seems to have been turned from this by
what he termed '

' the frightful engines of ecclesi-

astical councils, of diabolical malice, and Calvin-

istic good nature," of the operations of which he

had been a witness in his native town. He was
well fitted for the legal profession, possessing' a

clear, sonorous voice, being ready and fluent of

speech, and having quick perceptive powers. He
gradually gained a practice, and in 1764 married

Abigail Smith, a daughter of a minister, and a

lady of superior intelligence. Shortly after his

marriage, in 1765, the attempt at parliamentary

taxation turned him from law to politics. He
took initial steps toward holding a town meeting,

and the resolutions he offered on the subject be-

came very popular throughout the province, and

were adopted word for word by over forty differ-

ent towns. He moved to Boston in 1768, and

became one of the most courageous and promi-

nent advocates of the popular cause, and was
chosen a member of the General Court (the leg-

islature) in 1770.

Mr. Adams was chosen one of the first dele-

gates from Massachusetts to the first Continent-

al Congress, which met in 1774. Here he dis-

tinguished himself by , his capacity for business

and for debate, and advocated the movement for

independence against the majority, of the mem-
bers. In May, 1776, he moved and carried a res-

olution in Congress - that the Colonies should

assume the duties of self-government. He was a

prominent member of the committee of five ap-

pointed June 1 1 to prepare a declaration of inde-

pendence. This article was drawn by Jefferson,

but on Adams devolved the task of battling it

through Congress in a three-days debate.

On the day after the Declaration of Independ-

ence was passed, while his soul was yet warm
with the glow of excited feeling, he wrote a letter

to his wife, which, as we read it now, seems to

have been dictated by the spirit of prophecy.

"Yesterday," he says, "the greatest question

was decided that ever was debated in America;

and greater, perhaps, never was or will be de-

cided among men. A resolution was passed

without one dissenting colony, 'that these United

States are, and of right ought to be, free and in-

dependent states.' The day is passed. The
Fourth of July, 1776, will be a memorable epoch

in the history of America. I am apt to believe it

will be celebrated by succeeding generations as

the great anniversary festival. It ought to be

commemorated as the day of deliverance by
solemn acts of devotion to Almighty God. It

ought to be solemnized with pomp, shows, games,

sports, guns, bells, bonfires and illuminations

from one end of the continent to the other, from

this time forward forever. You will think me
transported with enthusiasm, but I am not. I

am well aware of the toil and blood and treas-

ure that it will cost to maintain this declaration

and support and defend these States; yet, through

all the gloom, I can see the rays of light and

glory. I can see that the end is worth more than

all the means, and that posterity will triumph,
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although you and I may rue, which I hope we

shall not."

In November, 1777, Mr. Adams was appointed

a delegate to France, and to co-operate with Ben-

jamin Franklin and Arthur Lee, who were then

in Paris, in the endeavor to obtain assistance in

arms and money from the French government.

This was a severe trial to his patriotism, as it

separated him from his home, compelled him to

cross the ocean in winter, and exposed him to

great peril of capture by the 'British cruisers, who

were seeking him. He left France June 17,

1779. In September of the same year he was

again chosen to go to Paris, and there hold him-

self in readiness to negotiate a treaty of peace and

of commerce with Great Britain, as soon as the

British cabinet might be found willing to listen

to such proposals. He sailed for France in No-

vember, and from there he went to Holland, where

he negotiated important loans and formed im-

portant commercial treaties.

Finally, a treaty of peace with England was

signed, January 21, 1783. The re-action from the

excitement, toil and anxiety through which Mr.

Adams had passed threw him into a fever. After

suffering from a continued fever and becoming

feeble and emaciated, he was advised to go to

England to drink the waters of Bath. While in

England, still drooping and desponding, he re-

ceived dispatches from his own government urg-

ing the necessity of his going to Amsterdam to

negotiate another loan. It was winter, his health

was delicate, yet he immediately set out, and

through storm, on sea, on horseback and foot, he

made the trip.

February 24, 1785, Congress appointed Mr.

Adams envoy to the Court of St. James. Here
he met face to face the King of England, who
had so long regarded him as a traitor. As Eng-
land did not condescend to appoint a minister to

the United States, and as Mr. Adams felt that he

was accomplishing but little, he sought permis-

sion to return to his own country, where he ar-

rived in June, 1788.

When Washington was first chosen President,

John Adams, rendered illustrious by his signal

services at home and abroad, was chosen Vice-

President. Again, at the second election of Wash-

ington as President, Adams was chosen Vice-

President. In 1796, Washington retired from

public life, and Mr. Adams was elected President,

though not without much opposition. Serving

in this office four years, he was succeeded by Mr.

Jefferson, his opponent in politics.

While Mr. Adams was Vice-President the

great French Revolution shook the continent of

Europe, and it was upon this point that he was

at issue with the majority of his countrymen, led

by Mr. Jefferson. Mr. Adams felt no sympathy

with the French people in their struggle, for he

had no confidence in their power of self-govern-

ment, and he utterly abhorred the class of atheist

philosophers who, he claimed, caused it. On the

other hand, Jefferson's sympathies were strongly

enlisted in behalf of the French people. Hence

originated the alienation between these distin-

tinguished men, and the two powerful parties were

thus soon organized, with Adams at the head of

the one whose sympathies were with England,

and Jefferson leading the other in sympathy with

France.

The Fourth of July, 1826, which completed the

half-century since the signing of the Declaration

of Independence, arrived, and there were but

three of the signers of that immortal instrument

left upon the earth to hail its morning light.

And, as it is well known, on that day two of

these finished their earthly pilgrimage, a coinci-

dence so remarkable as to seem miraculous. For

a few days before Mr. Adams had been rapidly

failing, and on the morning of the Fourth he

found himself too weak to rise from his bed. On
being requested to name a toast for the cus-

tomary celebration of the day, he exclaimed

"Independence forever!" When the day was

ushered in by the ringing of bells and the firing

of cannons, he was asked by one of his attend-

ants if he knew what day it was ? He replied,
'

' O yes, it is the glorious Fourth of July—God
bless it—God bless you all!" In the course of

the day he said, "It is a great and glorious

day.
'

' The last words he uttered were, '

' Jeffer-

son survives." But he had, at one o'clock,

resigned his spirit into the hands of his God.







THOMAS JEFFERSON

'HOMAS JEFFERSON was bom April 2,

1743, at Shadwell, Albemarle County, Va.

His parents were Peter and Jane (Ran-

dolph) Jefferson, the former a native of Wales,

and the latter- born in Eondon. To them were

born six daughters and two sons, ofwhom Thomas
was the elder. When fourteen years of age his

father died. He received a most liberal educa-

tion, having been kept diligently at school from

the time he was five years of age. In 1760 he

entered William and Mary College. Williams-

burg'was then the seat of the Colonial court, and

it was the abode of fashion and splendor. Young
Jefferson, who was then seventeen years old, lived

somewhat expensively, keeping fine horses, and

going much into gay society; yet he was ear-

nestly devoted to his studies, and irreproachable in

his morals. In the second year of his college

course, moved by some unexplained impulse, he

discarded his old companions and pursuits, and

often devoted fifteen hours a day to hard study.

He thus attained very high intellectual culture,

and a like excellence in philosophy and the lan-

guages.

Immediately upon leaving college he began the

study of law. For the short time he continued

in the practice of his profession he rose rapidly,

and distinguished himself by his energy and

acuteness as a lawyer. But the times called for

greater action . The policy of England had awak-

ened the spirit of resistance in the American Col-

onies, and the enlarged views which Jefferson had

ever entertained soon led him into active politi-

cal life. In 1 769 he was chosen a member of the

Virginia House of Burgesses. In 1772 he mar-

ried Mrs. Martha Skelton, a very beautiful,

wealthy, and highly accomplished young widow.

In 1775 he was sent to the Colonial Congress,

where, though a silent member, his abilities as a

writer and a reasoner soon become known, and he

was placed upon a number of important com-

mittees, and was chairman of the one appointed

for the drawing up of a declaration of independ-

ence. This committee consisted of Thomas Jef-

ferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Roger
Sherman and Robert R. Eivingston. Jefferson,

as chairman, was appointed to draw up the paper.

Franklin and Adams suggested a few verbal

changes before it was submitted to Congress. On
June 28, a few slight changes were made in it by
Congress, and it was passed and signed July 4,

1776.

In 1779 Mr. Jefferson was elected successor to

Patrick Henry as Governor of Virginia. At one

time the British officer Tarleton sent a secret

expedition to Monticello to capture the Governor.

Scarcely five minutes elapsed after the hurried

escape of Mr. Jefferson and his family ere his

mansion was in possession of the British troops.

His wife's health, never very good, was much
injured by this excitement, and in the summer
of 1782 she died.

Mr. Jefferson was elected to Congress in 1783.

Two years later he was appointed Minister Pleni-

potentiary to France. Returning to the United

States in September, 1789, he became Secretary

of State in Washington's cabinet. This position

he resigned January 1, 1794. In 1797, he was

chosen Vice-President, and four years later was

elected President over Mr. Adams, with Aaron
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Burr as Vice-President. In 1804 he was re-

elected with wonderful unanimity, George Clin-

ton being elected Vice-President.

The early part of Mr. Jefferson's second ad-

ministration was disturbed by an event which

threatened the tranquillity and peace ofthe Union;

this was the conspiracy of Aaron Burr. Defeated

in the late election to the Vice-Presidency, and

led on by an unprincipled ambition, this extraor-

dinary man formed the plan of a military ex-

pedition into the Spanish territories on our south-

western frontier, for the purpose of forming there

a new republic. This was generally supposed

to have been a mere pretext; and although it has

not been generally known what his real plans

were, there is no doubt that they were of a far

more dangerous character.

In 1809, at the expiration of the second term

for which Mr. Jefferson had been elected, he de-

termined to retire from political life. For a period

of nearly forty years he had been continually be-

fore the public, and all that time had been em-

ployed in offices of the greatest trust and respon-

sibility. Having thus devoted the best part of

his life to the service of his country, he now felt

desirous of that rest which his declining years re-

quired, and upon the organization of the new ad-

ministration, in March, 1809, he bade farewell for-

ever to public life and retired to Monticello, his

famous country home, which, next to Mt. Vernon,

was the most distinguished residence in the land.

The Fourth of July, 1826, beingthe fiftieth an-

niversary of the Declaration of American Inde-

pendence, great preparations were made in every

part of the Union for its celebration as the nation's

jubilee, and the citizens of Washington, to add to

the solemnity of the occasion, invited Mr. Jeffer-

son, as the framer and one of the few surviving

signers of the Declaration, to participate in their

festivities. But an illness, which had been of

several weeks' duration and had been continually

increasing, compelled him to decline the invita-

tion.

On the 2d of July the disease under which he
was laboring left him, but in such a reduced

state that his medical attendants entertained no

hope of his recovery. From this time he was

perfectly sensible that his last hour was at hand.

On the next day, which was Monday, he asked

of those around him the day of the month, and

on being told it was the 3d of July, he ex-

pressed the earnest wish that he might be per-

mitted to breathe the air of the fiftieth anniver-

sary. His prayer was heard—that day whose

dawn was hailed with such rapture through our

land burst upon his eyes, and then they were

closed forever. And what a noble consummation

of a noble life! To die on that day—the birth-

day of a nation—the day which his own name

and his own act had rendered glorious, to die

amidst the rejoicings and festivities of a whole

nation, who looked up to him as the author, un-

der God, of their greatest blessings, was all that

was wanting to fill up the record of his life.

Almost at the same hour of his death, the kin-

dred spirit of the venerable Adams, as if to bear

him company, left the scene of his earthly honors.

Hand in hand they had stood forth, the cham-

pions of freedom; hand in hand, during the dark

and desperate struggle of the Revolution, they

had cheered and animated their desponding coun-

trymen; for half a century they had labored to-

gether for the good of the country, and now hand

in hand they departed. In their lives they had

been united in the same great cause of liberty,

and in their deaths they were not divided.

In person Mr. Jefferson was tall and thin, rather

above six feet in height, but well formed; his eyes

were light, his hair, originally red, in after life be-

came white and silvery, his complexion was fair,

his forehead broad, and his whole countenance

intelligent and thoughtful. He possessed great

fortitude of mind as well as personal courage, and

his command of temper was such that his oldest

and most intimate friends never recollected to

have seen him in a passion. His manners, though

dignified, were simple and unaffected, and his

hospitality was so unbounded that all found at

his house a ready welcome. In conversation he

was fluent, eloquent and enthusiastic, and his

language was remarkably pure and correct. He
was a finished classical scholar, and in his writ-

ings is discernible the care with which he formed

his style upon the best models of antiquity.
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JAMES MADISON.

(TAMES MADISON, "Father of the Consti-

I tution,
'

' and fourth President of the United

Q) States, was born March i6, 1757, and died

at his home in Virginia June 28, 1836. The
name of James Madison is inseparably connected

with most of the important events in that heroic

period of our country during which the founda-

tions of this great republic were laid. He was
the last of the founders of the Constitution of the

United States to be called to his eternal reward.

The Madison family were among the early emi-

grants to the New World, landing upon the shores

of the Chesapeake but fifteen years after the settle-

ment ofJamestown. The father ofJames Madison

was an opulent planter, residing upon a very fine

estate called Montpelier, in Orange County, Va.

It was but twenty-five miles from the home of Jef-

ferson at Monticello, and the closest personal and

political attachment existed between these illustri-

ous men from their early youth until death.

The early education of Mr. Madison was con-

ducted mostly at home under a private tutor. At

the age of eighteen he was sent to Princeton Col-

lege, in New Jersey. Here he applied himselfto

study with the most imprudent zeal, allowing him-

self for months but three hours' sleep out of the

twenty-four. His healththus became so seriously

impaired that. he never recovered any vigor of

constitution. He graduated in 1 77 1 , with a feeble

body, but with a character of utmost purity, and

a mind highly disciplined and richly stored with

learning, which embellished and gave efficiency

to his subsequent career.

Returning to Virginia, he commenced the study

of law and a course of extensive and systematic

reading. This educational course, the spirit of

the times in which he lived, and the society with

which he associated, all combined to inspire him

with a strong love of liberty, and to train him for

his life-work as a statesman.

In the spring of 1776, when twenty-six years of

age, he was elected a member of the Virginia Con-

vention to frame the constitution of the State . The
next year (1777) , he was a candidate for the Gen-

eral Assembly. He refused to treat the whisky-lov-
ing voters, and consequently lost his election; but

those who had witnessed the talent, energy and

public spirit of the modest young man enlisted

themselves in his behalf, and he was appointed to

the Executive Council.

Both Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson were

Governors of Virginia while Mr. Madison re-

mained member of the Council, and their apprecia-

tion of his intellectual, social and moral worth

contributed not a little to his subsequent eminence.

In the year 1780 he was elected a member of the

Continental Congress. Here he met the most il-

lustrious men in our land, and he was immediately

assigned to one of the most conspicuous positions

among them . For three years he continued in Con-

gress, one of its
-most active and influential mem-

bers. In 1784, his term having expired, he was
elected a member of the Virginia legislature.

No man felt more deeply than Mr. Madison the

utter inefficiency of the old confederacy, with no

national government, and no power to form trea-

ties which would be binding, or to enforce law.

There was not any State more prominent than

Virginia in the declaration that an efficient na-

tional government must be formed. In January,

1786, Mr. Madison carried a resolution through

the General Assembly of Virginia, inviting the

other States to appoint commissioners to meet in

convention at Annapolis to discuss this subject.

Five States only were represented. The conven-

tion, however, issued another call, drawn up by

Mr. Madison, urging all the States to send their

delegates to Philadelphia in May, 1787, to draft

a Constitution for the United States, to take the

place of the Confederate Eeague. The delegates

met at the time appointed. Every State but

Rhode Island was represented. George Washing-
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ton was chosen president ofthe convention, and the

present Constitution of the United States was then

and there formed. There was, perhaps, no mind

and no pen more active in framing this immortal

document than the mind and the pen of James

Madison.

The Constitution, adopted by a vote of eighty-one

to seventy-nine, was to be presented to the several

States for acceptance. But grave solicitude was

felt. Should it be rejected, we should be left but a

:onglomeration of independent States, with but

little power at home and little respect abroad. Mr.

Madison was elected by the convention to draw up

an address to the people of the United States, ex-

pounding the principles of the Constitution, and

urging its adoption. There was great opposition

to it at first, but at length it triumphed over all,

and went into effect in 1789.

Mr. Madison was elected to the House of Repre-

sentatives in the first Congress, and soon became

the avowed leader of the Republican party. While

in New York attending Congress, he met Mrs.

Todd, a young widow of remarkable power offas-

cination, whom he married. She was in person

and character queenly, and probaby no lady has

thus far occupied so prominent a position in the

very peculiar society which has constituted our

republican court as did Mrs. Madison.

Mr. Madison served as Secretary of State under

Jefferson, and at the close of his administration

was chosen President. At this time the encroach-

ments of England had brought us to the verge of

war. British orders in council destroyed our com-

merce, and our flag was exposed to constant insult.

Mr. Madison was a man of peace. Scholarly in

his taste, retiring in his disposition, war had no
charms for him. But the meekest spirit can be

roused. It makes one's blood boil, even now, to

think of an American ship brought to upon the

ocean by the guns of an English cruiser. A
young lieutenant steps on board and orders the

crew to be paraded before him. With great non-

chalance he selects any number whom he may
please to designate as British subjects, orders them
down the ship's side into his boat, and places them
an the gundeck of his man-of-war, to fight, by
compulsion, the battles of England. This right

of search and impressment no efforts .of our Gov-

ernment could induce the British cabinet to re-

linquish.

On the 1 8th of June, 181 2, President Madison

gave his approval to an act of Congress declaring

war against Great Britain. Notwithstanding the

bitter hostility of the Federal party to the war, the

country in general approved; and Mr. Madison,

on the 4th of March, 18 13, was re-elected by a

large majority, and entered upon his second term

of office. This is not the place to describe the

various adventures of this war on the land and on

the water. Our infant navy then laid the found-

ations of its renown in grappling with the most

formidable power which ever swept the seas. The

contest commenced in earnest by the appearance

of a British fleet, early in February, 18 13, in

Chesapeake Bay, declaring nearly the whole coast

of the United States under blockade.

The Emperor of Russia offered his services as

mediator. America accepted; England refused.

A British force of five thousand men landed on the

banks of the Patuxet River, near its entrance into

Chesapeake Bay, and marched rapidly, by way of

Bladensburg, upon Washington.

The straggling little city of Washington was

thrown into consternation. The cannon of the

.brief conflict at Bladensburg echoed through the

streets of the metropolis. The whole population

fled from the city. The President, leaving Mrs.

Madison in the White House, with her carriage

drawn up at the door to await his speedy return,

hurried to meet the officers in a council of war.

He met our troops utterly routed, and he could not

go back without danger of being captured. But

few hours elapsed ere the Presidential Mansion,

the Capitol, and all the public buildings in Wash-
ington were in flames.

The war closed after two years of fighting, and

on February 13, 181 5, the treaty of peace was
signed at Ghent. On the 4th of March, 1817, his

second term of office expired, and he resigned the

Presidential chair to his friend, James Monroe.

He retired to his beautiful home at Montpelier, and

there passed the remainder of his days. On June
28, 1836, at the age of eighty-five years, he fell

asleep in death. Mrs. Madison died July 12, 1849.
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JAMES MONROE.

(TAMES MONROE, the fifth President of the

I United States, was born in Westmoreland

(2) County, Va., April 28, 1758. His early life

was passed at the place of his nativity. His an-

cestors had for many years resided in the province

in which he was born. When he was seventeen

years old, and in process of completing his educa-

tion at William and Mary College, the Colonial

Congress, assembled at Philadelphia to deliberate

upon the unjust and manifold oppressions of Great

Britain, declared the separation of the Colonies,

and promulgated the Declaration of Independence.

Had he been born ten years before, it is highly

probable that he would have been one of the

signers of that celebrated instrument. At this

time he left school and enlisted among the pa-

triots.

He joined the army when everything looked

hopeless and gloomy. The number of deserters

increased from day to day. The invading armies

came pouring in,, and the Tories not only favored

the cause of the mother country, but disheartened

the new recruits, who were sufficiently terrified

at the prospect of contending with an enemy

whom they had been taught to deem invincible.

To such brave spirits as James Monroe, who went

right onward undismayed through difficulty and

danger, the United States owe their political

emancipation. The young cadet joined the ranks

and espoused the cause of his injured country,

with a firm determination to live or die in her

strife for liberty. Firmly, yet sadly, he shared in

the melancholy retreat from Harlem Heights

and White Plains, and accompanied the dispirited

army as it fled before its foes through New Jersey.

In four months after the Declaration of Inde-

pendence, the patriots had been beaten in seven

battles. At the battle of Trenton he led the van-

guard, and in the act of charging upon the enemy

he received a wound in the left shoulder.

As a reward for his bravery, Mr. Monroe was
promoted to be captain of infantry, and, having re-

covered from his wounds, he rejoined the army.

He, however, receded from the line of promotion

by becoming an officer on the staff of Lord Ster-

ling. During the campaigns of 1777 and 1778,

in the actions of Brandywine, Germantown and

Monmouth, he continued aide-de-camp; but be-

coming desirous to regain his position in the

army, he exerted himself to collect a regiment for

the Virginia line. This scheme failed, owing to

the exhausted condition of the State. Upon this

failure he entered the office of Mr. Jefferson, at

that period Governor, and pursued with consid-

erable ardor the study of common law. He did

not, however, entirely lay aside the knapsack for

the green bag, but on the invasion of the enemy

served as a volunteer during the two years of his

legal pursuits.

In 1782 he was elected from King George

County a member of the legislature of Virginia,

and by that body he was elevated to a seat in the

Executive Council. He was thus honored with

the confidence of his fellow-citizens at twenty-

three years of age, and having at this early period

displayed some of that ability and aptitude foi

legislation which were afterward employed with

unremitting energy for the public good, he was

in the succeeding year chosen a member of the

Congress of the United States.

Deeply as Mr. Monroe felt the imperfections of

the old Confederacy, he was opposed to the new
Constitution, thinking, with many others of the

Republican party, that it gave too much power to

the Central Government, and not enough to the

individual States. Still he retained the esteem

of his friends who were its warm supporters, and

who, notwithstanding his opposition, secured its

adoption. In 1789 he became a member of the-

United States Senate, which office he held for
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four years. Every month the line of distinction

between the two great parties which divided the

nation, the Federal and the Republican, was

growing more distinct. The differences which

now separated them lay in the fact that the Repub-

lican party was in sympathy with France, and

also in favor of such a strict construction of the

Constitution as to give the Central Government as

little power, and the State Governments as much

power, as the Constitution would warrant; while

the Federalists sympathized with England, and

were in favor of a liberal construction of the Con-

stitution, which would give as much power to the

Central Government as that document could pos-

sibly authorize.

Washington was then President. England had

espoused the cause of the Bourbons against the

principles of the French Revolution. All Europe

was drawn into the conflict. We were feeble and

far away. Washington issued a proclamation of

neutrality between these contending powers.

France had helped us in the struggles for our

liberties. All the despotisms of Europe were now
combined to prevent the French from escaping

from a tyranny a thousand-fold worse than that

which we had endured. Col. Monroe, more mag-

nanimous than prudent, was anxious that, at

whatever hazard, we should help our old allies in

their extremity. It was the impulse of a gener-

ous and noble nature, and Washington, who could

appreciate such a character, showed his calm, se-

rene, almost divine, greatness, by appointing that

very James Monroe who was denouncing the pol-

icy of the Government, as the minister of that

Government to the Republic of France. Mr.

Monroe was welcomed by the National Conven-

tion in France with the most enthusiastic dem-
onstration.

Shortly after his return to this country, Mr.
Monroe was elected Governor of Virginia, and
held the office for three years. He was again

sent to. France to co-operate with Chancellor Liv-

ingston in obtaining the vast territory then known
as the province of Louisiana, which France had
but shortly before obtained from Spain. Their
united efforts were successful. For the compara-

tively small sum of fifteen millions of dollars, the

entire territory of Orleans and district of I^oui-

siana were added to the United States. This was

probably the largest transfer of real estate which

was ever made in all the history of the world.

From France Mr. Monroe went to England to

obtain from that country some recognition of our

rights as neutrals, and to remonstrate against

those odious impressments of our seamen. But

England was unrelenting. He again returned to

England on the same mission, but could receive

no redress. He returned to his home and was

again chosen Governor ofVirginia. This he soon

resigned to accept the position of Secretary of

State under Madison. While in this office war

with England was declared, the Secretary ofWar
resigned, and during these trying times the

duties of the War Department were also put upon

him. He was truly the armor-bearer of President

Madison, and the most efficient business man in

his cabinet. Upon the return of peace Jie re-

signed the Department of War, but continued in

the ofiice of Secretary of State until the expira-

tion of Mr. Madison's administration. At the

election held the previous autumn, Mr. Monroe
himself had been chosen President with but little

opposition, and upon March 4, 18 17, he was in-

augurated. Four years later he was elected for

a second term.

Among the important measures of his Presi-

dency were the cession of Florida to the United

States, the Missouri Compromise, and the famous

"Monroe doctrine." This doctrine was enun-

ciated by him in 1 823, and was as follows:
'

' That
we should consider any attempt on the part of

European powers to extend their system to any
portion of this hemisphere as dangerous to our

peace and safety," and that " we could not view
any interposition for the purpose of oppressing or

controlling American governments or provinces

in any other light than as a manifestation by
European powers of an unfriendly disposition

toward the United States. '

'

At the end of his second term, Mr. Monroe re-

tired to his home in Virginia, where he lived un-

til 1830, when he went to New York to live with
his son-in-law. In that city he died, on the 4th
of July, 1831.
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JOHN QUINCY ADAMS.

(JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, the sixth President

I of the United States, was born in the rural

(2/ home of his honored father, John Adams, in

Quincy, Mass., on the nth of July, 1767. His

mother, a woman of exalted worth, watched over

his childhood during the almost constant ab-

sence of his father. When but eight years of

age, he stood with his mother on an eminence,

listening to the booming of the great battle on

Bunker's Hill, and gazing out upon the smoke
and flames billowing up from the conflagration of

Charlestown.

When but eleven years' old he took a tearful

adieu of his mother, to sail with his father for Eu-
rope, through a fleet of hostile British cruisers.

The bright, animated boy spent a year and a-half

in Paris, where his father was associated with

Franklin and Lee as Minister Plenipotentiary.

His intelligence attracted the notice of these dis-

tinguished men, and he received from them flat-

tering marks of attention.

John Adams had scarcely returned to this

country, in 1779, ere he was again sent abroad.

Again John Quincy accompanied his father. At
Paris he applied himself to study with great dil-

igence for six months, and then accompanied his

father to Holland, where he entered first a school

in Amsterdam, then the University at Leyden.

About a year from this time, in 1781, when the

manly boy was but fourteen years of age, he was

selected by Mr. Dana, our Minister to the Rus-

sian court, as his private secretary.

In this school of incessant labor and of ennobl-

ing culture he spent fourteen months, and then

returned to Holland, through Sweden, Denmark,

Hamburg and Bremen. This long journey he

took alone in the winter, when in his sixteenth

year. Again he resumed his studies, under a pri-

vate tutor, at The Hague. Then, in the spring of

1782, he accompanied his. father to Paris, travel-

ing leisurely, and forming acquaintances with the

most distinguished men on the continent, examin-

ing architectural remains, galleries of paintings,

and all renowned works of art. At Paris he

again became associated with the most illustrious

men of all lands in the contemplation of the

loftiest temporal themes which can engross the

human mind. After a short visit to England he
returned to Paris, and consecrated all his energies

to study until May, 1785, when he returned to

America to finish his education.

Upon leaving Harvard College at the age of

twenty, he studied law for three years. In Jnne,

1794, being then but twenty-seven years of age,

he was appointed by Washington Resident Min-
ister at the Netherlands. Sailing from Boston in

July, he reached London in October, where he

was immediately admitted to the deliberations oi

Messrs. Jay & Pinckney, assisting them in nego-

tiating a commercial treaty with Great Britain.

After thus spending a fortnight in London, he

proceeded to The Hague.

In July, 1797, he left The Hague to go to Por-

tugal as Minister Plenipotentiary. On his way to

Portugal, upon arriving in London, he met with

despatches directing him to the court of Berlin, but

requesting him to remain in London until he

should receive his instructions. While waiting

he was married to an American lady, to whom he

had been previously engaged—Miss Louisa Cath-

erine Johnson, a daughter of Joshua Johnson,

American Consul "in London, and a lady en-

dowed with that beauty and those accomplish-

ments which eminently fitted her to move in the

elevated sphere for which she was destined. He
reached Berlin with his wife in November, 1797,

where he remained until July, 1799, when, hav-

ing fulfilled all the purposes of his mission, he so

licited his recall.

Soon after his return, in 1802, he -was chosen

to the Senate of Massachusetts from Boston, and

then was elected Senator of the United States for

six years, from the 4th of March, 1804. His rep-

utation, his ability and his experience placed
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him immediately among the most prominent and

influential members of that body.

In 1809, Madison succeeded Jefferson in the

Presidential chair, and he immediately nominated

John Quincy Adams Minister to St. Petersburgh.

Resigning his professorship in Harvard Col-

lege, he embarked at Boston in August, 1809.

While in Russia, Mr. Adams was an intense

Student. He devoted his attention to the lan-

guage and history of Russia; to the Chinese trade;

to the European system of weights, measures and

coins; to the climate and astronomical observa-

tions; while he kept up a familiar acquaintance

with the Greek and L,atin classics. In all the

universities of Europe, a more accomplished

scholar could scarcely be found. All through

Kfe the Bible constituted an important part of his

studies. It was his rule to read five chapters

every day.

On the 4th of March, 1817, Mr. Monroe took

the Presidential chair, and immediately appointed

Mr. Adams Secretary of State. Taking leave of

his numerous friends in public and private life in

Europe, he sailed in June, 18 19, for the United

States. On the 18th of August, he again crossed

the threshold of his home in Quincy. During the

eight years of Mr. Monroe's administration, Mr.
Adams continued Secretary of State.

Some time before the close of Mr. Monroe's
second term of office, new candidates began to be
presented for the Presidency. The friends of Mr.
Adams brought forward his name. It was an
exciting campaign, and party spirit was never
more bitter. Two hundred and sixty electoral

votes were cast. AndrewJackson received ninety-

nine; John Quincy Adams eighty-four; William
H. Crawford forty-one; and Henry Clay thirty-

seven. As there was no choice by the people,
the question went to the House of Representa-
tives. Mr. Clay gave the vote of Kentucky to
Mr. Adams, and he was elected.

The friends of all the disappointed candidates
now combined in a venomous and persistent as-

sault upon Mr. Adams. There is nothing more
disgraceful in the past history of our country than
the abuse which was poured in one uninterrupted
stream upon this high-minded, upright and pa-

triotic man. There never was an administration

more pure in principles, more conscientiously de-

voted to the best interests of the country, than

that ofJohn Quincy Adams; and never, perhaps,

was there an administration more unscrupulously

and outrageously assailed.

On the 4th of March, 1829, Mr. Adams retired

from the Presidency, and was succeeded by An-
drew Jackson. John C. Calhoun was elected

Vice-President. The slavery question now be-

gan to assume portentous magnitude. Mr. Adams
returned to Quincy and to his studies, which he

pursued with unabated zeal. But he was not

long permitted to remain in retirement. In No-
vember, 1830, he was elected Representative in

Congress. For seventeen years, or until his death,

he occupied the post as Representative, towering

above all his peers, ever ready to do brave battle

for freedom, and winning the title of "the Old
Man Eloquent." Upon taking his seat in the

House, he announced that he should hold him-

self bound to no party. Probably there never

was a member more devoted to his duties. He
was usually the first in his place in the morning,
and the last to leave his seat in the evening.

Not a measure could be brought forward and es-

cape his scrutiny. The battle which Mr. Adams
fought, almost singly, against the pro-slavery

party in the Government was sublime in its

moral daring and heroism. For persisting in

presenting petitions for the abolition of slavery,

he was threatened with indictment by the grand
jury, with expulsion from the House, with assas-

sination; but no threats could intimidate him, and
his final triumph was complete.

On the 21st of February, 1848, he rose on the

floor of Congress with a paper in his hand, to

address the speaker. Suddenly he fell, again
stricken by paralysis, and was caught in the arms
of those around him. For a time he was sense-

less, as he was conveyed to the sofa in the ro-

tunda. With reviving consciousness, he opened
his eyes, looked calmly around and said "This
is the end of earth;'

' then after a moment's pause
he added, "lam content. '

' These were the last

words of the grand "Old Man Eloquent."







ANDREW JACKSON.

(31 NDREW JACKSON, the seventh President

ll of the United States, was born in Waxhaw
I I settlement, N. C., March 15, 1767, a few

days after his father's death. His parents were

poor emigrants from Ireland, and took up their

abode in Waxhaw settlement, where they lived

in deepest poverty.

Andrew, or Andy, as he was universally called,

grew Up a very rough, rude, turbulent boy. His

features were coarse, his form ungainly , and there

was but very little in his character made visible

which was attractive.

When only thirteen years old he joined the

volunteers of Carolina against the British invasion.

In 1 78 1, "he and his brother Robert were captured

and imprisoned for a time at Camden. A British

officer ordered him to brush his mud-spattered

boots. "lam a prisoner of war, not your serv-

ant," was the reply of the dauntless boy.

Andrew supported himselfin various ways, such

as working at the saddler's trade, teaching school,

and clerking in a general store, until 1784, when
he entered a law office at Salisbury, N. C. He,

however, gave more attention to the wild amuse-

ments of the times than to his studies. In 1788,

he was appointed solicitor for the Western District

of North Carolina, of which Tennessee was then

a part. This involved many long journeys amid

dangers ofevery kind, but Andrew Jackson never

knew fear, and the Indians hadN no desire to re-

peat a skirmish with "Sharp Knife."

In 1791, Mr. Jackson was married to a woman
who supposed herself divorced from her former

husband. Great was the surprise of both parties,

two years later, to find that the conditions of the

divorce had just been definitely settled by the

first husband. The marriage ceremony was per-

formed a second time, but the occurrence was

often used by his enemies to bring Mr. Jackson

into disfavor.

In January, 1796, the Territory of Tennessee

then containing nearly eighty thousand inhabi-

tants, the people met in convention at Knoxville

to frame a constitution. Five were sent from
each of the eleven counties. Andrew Jackson

was one of the delegates. The new State was
entitled to but one member in the National House
of Representatives. Andrew Jackson was chosen

that member. Mounting his horse, he rode to

Philadelphia, where Congress then held its ses-

sions, a distance of about eight hundred miles.

Jackson was an earnest advocate of the Demo-
cratic party, and Jefferson was his idol. He ad-

mired Bonaparte, loved France, and hated Eng-
land. As Mr. Jackson took his seat, Gen. Wash-
ington, whose second term of office was then

expiring, delivered his last speech to Congress.

A committee drew up a complimentary address in

reply. Andrew Jackson did not approve of the

address, and was one of the twelve who voted

against it. He was not willing to say that Gen.

Washington's administration had been "wise,

firm and patriotic.
'

'

Mr. Jackson was elected to the United States

Senate in 1797, but soon resigned and returned

home. Soon after he was chosen Judge of the

Supreme Court of his State, which position he

held for six years.

When the War of 181 2 with Great Britain com-

menced, Madison occupied the Presidential chair.

Aaron Burr sent word to the President that there

was an unknown man in the West, Andrew Jack-

son, who would do credit to a commission if one

were conferred upon him. Just at that time Gen.

Jackson offered his services and those of twenty-

five hundred volunteers. His offer was accepted,

and the troops were assembled at Nashville.

As the British were hourly expected to make
an attack upon New Orleans, where Gen. Wil-

kinson was in command, he was ordered to -de-
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scend tlie river with fifteen hundred troops to aid

Wilkinson. The expedition reached Natchez,

and after a delay of several weeks there without

accomplishing anything, the men were ordered

back to their homes. But the energy Gen. Jack-

son had displayed, and his entire devotion to the

comfort of his soldiers, won for him golden opin-

ions, and he became the most popular man in the

State. It was in this expedition that his tough-

ness gave him the nickname of ' 'Old Hickory. '

'

Soon after this, while attempting to horsewhip

Col. Thomas Benton for a remark that gentleman

made about his taking part as second in a duel

in which a younger brother of Benton's was en-

gaged, he received two severe pistol wounds.

While he was lingering upon a bed of suffering,

news came that the Indians, who had combined

under Tecumseh from Florida to the Lakes to ex-

terminate the white settlers, were committing the

most awful ravages. Decisive action became nec-

essary. Gen. Jackson, with his fractured bone
just beginning to heal, his arm in a sling, and
unable to mount his horse without assistance,

gave his amazing energies to the raising of an
army to rendezvous at Fayettesville, Ala.

The Creek Indians had established a strong
fort on one of the bends of the Tallapoosa River,

near the center of Alabama, about fifty miles be-

low Ft. Strother. With an army of two thousand
men, Gen. Jackson traversed the pathless wilder-

ness in a march of eleven days. He reached their

fort, called Tohopeka or Horse-shoe, on the 27th
of March, 18 14. The bend of the river enclosed
nearly one hundred acres of tangled forest and
wild ravine. Across the narrow neck the Indians
had constructed a formidable breastwork of logs
and brush. Here nine hundred warriors, with
an ample supply of arms, were assembled.
The fort was stormed. The fight was utterly

desperate. Not an Indian would accept quarter.
When bleeding and dying, they would fight those
who endeavored to spare their lives. From ten
in the morning until dark the battle raged. The
carnage was awful and revolting. Some threw
themselves into the river; but the unerring bul-
lets struck their heads as they swam. Nearly
every one of the nine hundred warriors was

killed. A few, probably, in the night swam
the river and escaped. This ended the war.

This closing of the Creek War enabled us to

concentrate all our militia upon the British, who
were the allies of the Indians. No man of less

resolute will than Gen. Jackson could have con-

ducted this Indian campaign to so successful an

issue. Immediately he was appointed Major-

General.

Late in August, with an army of two thousand

men on a rushing march, Gen. Jackson went to

Mobile. A British fleet went from Pensacola,

landed a force upon the beach, anchored near the

little fort, and from both ship and shore com-

menced a furious assault. The battle was long

and doubtful. At length one of the ships was

blown up and the rest retired.

Garrisoning Mobile, where he had taken his

little army, he moved his troops to New Orleans,

and the battle of New Orleans, which soon ensued,

was in reality a very arduous campaign. This

won for Gen. Jackson an imperishable name.

Here his troops, which numbered about four

thousand men, won a signal victory over the

British army of about nine thousand. His loss

was but thirteen, while the loss of the British was
twenty-six hundred.

The name of Gen. Jackson soon began to be

mentioned in connection with the Presidency,

but in 1824 he was defeated by Mr. Adams.
He was, however, successful in the election of

1828, and was re-elected for a second term in

1832. In 1829, just before he assumed the reins

of government, he met with the most terrible

affliction of his life in the death of his wife, whom
he had loved with a devotion which has perhaps
never been surpassed. From the shock of her
death he never recovered.

His administration was one of the most mem-
orable in the annals of our country—applauded
by one party, condemned by the other. No man
had more bitter enemies or warmer friends. At
the expiration of his two terms of office he retired

to the Hermitage, where he diedJune 8, 1845. The
last years of Mr. Jackson's life were those of a de-

voted Christian man.
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MARTIN VAN BUREN.

lyiARTlN VAN BUREN, the eighth Presi-

Y dent of the United States, was born at Kin-

(g derhook, N. Y., December 5, 1782. He
died at the same place, July 24, 1862. His body

rests in the cemetery at Kinderhook. Above it is

a plain granite shaft, fifteen feet high, bearing a

simple inscription about half-way up on one face.

The lot is unfenced, unbordered or unbounded

by shrub or flower.

There is but little in the life of Martin Van
Buren of romantic interest. He fought no battles,

engaged in no wild adventures. Though his life

was stormy in political and intellectual conflicts,

and he gained many signal victories, his days

passed uneventful in those incidents which give

zest to biography.. His ancestors, as his name indi-

cates, were of Dutch origin, and were among the

earliest emigrants from Holland to the banks of

the Hudson. His father was a farmer, residing

in the old town of Kinderhook. His mother, also

of Dutch lineage, was a woman of superior intel-

ligence- and exemplary piety.

He was decidedly a precocious boy, developing

unusual activity, vigor and strength of mind. At
the age of fourteen, he had finished his academic

studies in his native village, and commenced the

study of law. As he had not a collegiate educa-

tion, seven years of study in a law-office were re-

quired of him before he could be admitted to the

Bar. Inspired with a lofty ambition, and con-

scious of his powers, he pursued his studies with

indefatigable industry. After spending six years

in an office in his native village, he went to the city

ofNew York, and prosecuted his studies for the

seventh year.

In 1803, Mr. Van Buren, then twenty-one years

of age, commenced the practice of law in his na-

tive village. The great conflict between the Federal

and Republican parties was then at its height.

Mr. Van Buren was from the beginning a politi-

cian. He had, perhaps, imbibed that spirit while

listening to the many discussions which had been

carried on in his father's hotel. He was in cordial

sympathy with Jefferson, and earnestly and elo-

quently espoused the cause of State Rights, though

at that time the Federal party held the supremacy

both in his town and State.

His success and increasing reputation Jed him

after six years of practice to remove to Hudson,

the county seat of his county. Here he spent

seven years, constantly gaining strength by con-

tending in the courts with some of the ablest men
who have adorned the Bar of his State.

Just before leaving Kinderhook for Hudson, Mr.

Van Buren married a lady alike distinguished for

beauty and accomplishments. After twelve short

years she sank into the grave, a victim of con-

sumption, leaving her husband and four sons to

weep over her loss. For twenty-five years, Mr.

Van Buren was an earnest, successful, assiduous

lawyer. The record of those years is barren in

items of public interest. In 18 12, when thirty

years of age, he was chosen to the State Senate,

and gave his strenuous support to Mr. Madison's

administration. In 18 15, he was appointed At-

torney-General, and the next year moved to Al-

bany, the capital of the State.

While he was acknowledged as one of the most

prominent leaders of the Democratic party, he had

the moral courage to avow that true democracy did

not require that ' 'universal suffrage' ' which admits

the vile, the degraded, the ignorant, to the righl
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of governing the State. In true consistency with

his democratic principles, he contended that, while

the path leading to the privilege of voting should

be open to every man without distinction, no one

should be invested with that sacred prerogative

unless he were in some degree qualified for it by

intelligence, virtue, and some property interests in

the welfare of the State.

In 182 1 he was elected a member of the United

States Senate, and in the same year he took a

seat in the convention to revise the Constitution of

his native State. His course in this convention

secured the approval of men of all parties. No
one could doubt the singleness of his endeavors to

promote the interests of all classes in the com-

munity. In the Senate of the United States, he

rose at once to a conspicuous position as an active

and useful legislator.

In 1827, John Quincy Adams being then in the

Presidential chair, Mr. Van Buren was re-elected

to the Senate. He had been from the beginning

a determined opposer of the administration, adopt-

ing the ' 'State Rights' ' view in opposition to what
was deemed the Federal proclivities of Mr. Adams.
Soon after this, in 1828, he was chosen Governor

ofthe State ofNew York, and accordingly resigned

his seat in the Senate. Probably no one in the

United States contributed so much towards eject-

ing John Q. Adams from the Presidential chair,

and placing in it Andrew Jackson, as did Martin
Van Buren. Whether entitled to the reputation

or not, he certainly was regarded throughout the

United States as one of the most skillful, sagacious

and cunning of politicians. It was supposed that

no one knew so well as he how to touch the secret

springs of action, how to pull all the wires to

put his machinery in motion, and how to organize
a political army which would secretly and stealth-

ily accomplish the most gigantic results. By these
powers it is said that he outwitted Mr. Adams, Mr.
Clay, and Mr. Webster, and secured results which
;ew then thought could be accomplished.

When Andrew Jackson was elected President
he appointed Mr. Van Buren Secretary of State.

This position he resigned in 1831, and was im-
mediately appointed Minister to England, where
he went the same autumn. The Senate, however,

when it met, refused to ratify the nomination, and

he returned home, apparently untroubled. I^ater

he was nominated Vice-President in the place of

Calhoun, at the re-election of President Jackson,

and with smiles for all and frowns for none, he

took his place at the head of that Senate which had

refused to confirm his nomination as ambassador.

His rejection by the Senate roused all the zeal

of President Jackson in behalf of his repudiated

favorite; and this, probably, more than any other

cause secured his elevation to the chair of the

Chief Executive. On the 20th of May, 1836, Mr.

Van Buren received the Democratic nomination

to succeed Gen. Jackson as President of the United

States. He was elected by a handsome majority,

to the delight of the retiring President. ' 'Leaving

New York out of the canvass," says Mr. Parton,-

' 'the election of Mr. Van Buren to the Presidency

was as much the act of Gen. Jackson as though

the Constitution had conferred upon him the power

to appoint a successor. '

'

His administration was filled with exciting

events. The insurrection in Canada, which

threatened to involve this country in war with

England, the agitation of the slavery question,

and finally the great commercial panic which

spread over the country, all were trials of his wis-

dom. The financial distress was attributed to

the management of the Democratic party, and

brought the President into such disfavor that he

failed of re-election, and on the 4th of March,

1 841, he retired from the presidency.

With the exception of being nominated for the

Presidency by the ' 'Free Soil' ' Democrats in 1848,

Mr. Van Buren lived quietly upon his estate until

his death. He had ever been a prudent man, of

frugal habits, and, living within his income, had
now fortunately a competence for his declining

years. From his fine estate at Lindenwald, he
still exerted a powerful influence upon the politics

of the country. From this time until his death,

on the 24th of July, 1862, at the age of eighty

years, he resided at Lindenwald, a gentleman of

leisure, of culture and wealth, enjoying in a

healthy old age probably far more happiness than
he had before experienced amid the stormy scenes
of his active life.
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WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON.

fidQ 11,1,1AM HENRY HARRISON, the ninth

\ A / President of the United States, was born

VY at Berkeley, Va., February 9, 1773. His

father, Benjamin Harrison, was in comparatively

opulent circumstances, and was one of the most

distinguished men of his day. He was an inti-

mate friend of George Washington, was early

elected a member of the Continental Congress,

and was conspicuous among the patriots of Vir-

ginia in resisting the encroachments of the British

crown. In the celebrated Congress of 1775, Ben-

jamin Harrison and John Hancock were both

candidates for the office of Speaker.

Mr. Harrison was subsequently chosen Gov-

ernor of Virginia, and was twice re-elected. His

son William Henry, of course, enjoyed in child-

hood all the advantages which wealth and intel-

lectual and cultivated society could give. Hav-

ing received a thorough common-school educa-

tion, he entered Hampden Sidney College, where
he graduated with honor soon after the death of

his father. He then repaired to Philadelphia to

study medicine under the instructions of Dr. Rush
and the guardianship of Robert Morris, both of

whom were, with his father, signers of the Dec-

laration of Independence.

Upon the outbreak of the Indian troubles, and

notwithstanding the remonstrances of his friends,

he abandoned his medical studies and entered the

army, having obtained a commission as Ensign

from President Washington. He was then but

nineteen years old. From that time he passed

gradually upward in rank until he became aide

to Gen. Wayne, after whose death he resigned

his commission. He was then appointed Secre-

tary of the Northwestern Territory. This Terri-

tory was then entitled to but one member in Con-

gress, and Harrison was chosen to fill that position.

In the spring of 1800 the Northwestern Terri-

tory was divided by Congress into two portions.

The eastern portion, comprising the region now
embraced in the State of Ohio, was called "The
Territory northwest of the Ohio." The western

portion, which included what is now called Indi-

ana, Illinois and Wisconsin, was called ' 'the Indi-

ana Territory.
'

' William Henry Harrison, then

twenty-seven years of age, was appointed by John
Adams Governor of the Indiana Territory, and

immediately after also Governor of Upper Loui-

siana. He was thus ruler over almost as exten-

sive a realm as any sovereign upon the globe.

He was Superintendent of Indian Affairs, and

was invested with powers nearly dictatorial over

the then rapidly increasing white population . The
ability and fidelity with which he discharged

these responsible duties may be inferred from the

fact that he was four times appointed to this

office—first by John Adams, twice by Thomas
Jefferson, and afterwards by President Madison.

When he began his administration there were

but three white settlements in that almost bound-

less region, now crowded with cities and resound-

ing with all the tumult of wealth and traffic.

One of these settlements was on the Ohio, nearly

opposite Louisville; one at Vincennes, on the

Wabash; and the third was a French settlement.

The vast wilderness over which Gov. Harrison

reigned was filled with many tribes of Indians.

About the year 1806, two extraordinary men,

twin brothers of the Shawnee tribe, rose among

them. One of these was called Tecumseh, or

"the Crouching Panther;" the other Olliwa-

checa, or "the Prophet." Tecumseh was not

only an Indian warrior, but a man of great sagac-
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ity, far-reaching foresight and indomitable perse-

verance in any enterprise in which he might en-

gage. His brother, the Prophet, was an orator,

who could sway the feelings of the untutored In-

dians as the gale tossed the tree-tops beneath

which they dwelt. With an enthusiasm unsur-

passed by Peter the Hermit rousing Europe to the

crusades, he went from tribe to tribe, assuming

that he was specially sent by the Great Spirit.

Gov. Harrison made many attempts to con-

ciliate the Indians, but at last war came, and at

Tippecanoe the Indians were routed with great

slaughter. October 28, 18 12, his army began its

march. When near the Prophet's town, three

Indians of rank made their appearance and in-

quired why Gov. Harrison was approaching them
in so hostile an attitude. After a short confer-

ence, arrangements were made for a meeting the

next day to agree upon terms of peace.

But Gov. Harrison was too well acquainted
with the Indian character to be deceived by such
protestations. Selecting a favorable spot for his

night's encampment, he took every precaution
-against surprise. His troops were posted in a
hollow square and slept upon their arms. The
wakeful Governor, between three and four o'clock
in the morning, had risen, and was sitting
in conversation with his aides by the embers
of a waning 'fire. It was a chill, cloudy morning,
with a drizzling rain. In the darkness, the In-
dians had crept as near as possible, and just then,
with a savage yell, rushed, with all the despera-
tion which superstition and passion most highly
inflamed could give, upon the left flank of the
little army. The savages had been amply pro-
vided with guns and ammunition by the English,
and their war-whoop was accompanied by a
shower of bullets.

The camp-fires were instantly extinguished, as
the light aided the Indians in their aim, and
Gen. Harrison's troops stood as immovable as
the rocks around them until day dawned, when
they made a simultaneous charge with the bayo-
net and swept everything before them, completely
routing the foe.

Gov. Harrison now had all his energies tasked
to the utmost. The British, descending from the

Canadas, were of themselves a very formidable

force, but with their savage allies rushing like

wolves from the forest, burning, plundering, scalp-

ing, torturing, the wide frontier was plunged into

a state of consternation which even the most vivid

imagination can but faintly conceive. Gen. Hull

had made an ignominious surrender ofhis forces at

Detroit. Under these despairing circumstances,

Gov. Harrison was appointed by President Madi-

son Commander-in-Chief of the Northwestern

Army, with orders to retake Detroit and to protect

the frontiers. It would be difficult to place a man
in a situation demanding more energy, sagacity

and courage, but he was found equal to the

position, and nobly and triumphantly did he meet

all the responsibilities.

In 1 8 16, Gen. Harrison was chosen a member
of the National House of Representatives, to rep-

resent the District ofOhio. In Congress he proved
an active member, and whenever he spoke it was

with a force of reason and power of eloquence

which arrested the attention of all the members.

In 18 19, Harrison was elected to the Senate of

Ohio, and in 1824, as one of the Presidential Elec-

tors of that State, he gave his vote for Henry
Clay. The same year he was chosen to the Uni-

ted States Senate. In 1836 his friends brought

him forward as a candidate for the Presidency

against Van Buren, but he was defeated. At the

close of Mr. Van Buren's term, he was re-nom-

inated by his party, and Mr. Harrison was unani-

mously nominated by the Whigs, with John Tyler

for the Vice-Presidency. The contest was very

animated. Gen. Jackson gave all his influence to

prevent Harrison's election, but his triumph was
signal.

The cabinet which he formed, with Daniel Web-
ster at its head as Secretary of State, was one of

the most brilliant with which any President had
j

ever been surrounded. Never were the prospects

of an administration more flattering, or the hopes

of the country more sanguine. In the midst of

these bright and joyous prospects, Gen. Harrison

was seized by a pleurisy-fever, and after a few

days of violent sickness died, on the 4th of April,

just one month after his inauguration as President

of the United States, ]







JOHN TYLER.

(JOHN TYLER, the tenth President of the

I United States, and was born in Charles

Q) City County, Va., March 29, 1790. He was
the favored child of affluence and high social po-

sition. At the early age of twelve, John entered

William and Mary College, and graduated with

much honor when but seventeen years old. After

graduating, he devoted himself with great assi-

duity to the study of law, partly with his father

and partly with Edmund Randolph, one of the

most distinguished lawyers of Virginia.

At nineteen years of age, he commenced the

practice of law. His success was rapid and as-

tonishing. It is said that three months had not

elapsed ere there was scarcely a case on the

docket of the court in which he was not retained.

When but twenty-one years of age, he was almost

unanimously elected to a seat in the State Legis-

lature. He connected himself with the Demo-
cratic party, and warmly advocated the measures

of Jefferson and Madison. For five successive

years he was elected to the Legislature, receiving

nearly the unanimous vote of his county.

When but twenty-six years of age, he was

elected a Member of Congress. Here he acted ear-

nestly and ably with the Democratic party, oppos-

ing a national bank, internal improvements by

the General Government, and a protective tariff;

advocating a strict construction of the Constitu-

tion and the most careful vigilance over State

rights. His labors in Congress were so arduous

that before the close of his second term he found

it necessary to resign and retire to his estate in

Charles City County to recruit his health. He,

however, soon after consented to take his seat in

the State Legislature, where his influence was

powerful in promoting public works of great

utility./ With a reputation thus constantly in-

creasing, he was chosen by a very large majority

of votes Governor of his native State. His ad-

ministration was a signally successful one, and his

popularity secured his re-election.

John Randolph, a brilliant, erratic, half-crazed

man, then represented Virginia in the Senate of

the United States. A portion of the Democratic

party was displeased with Mr. Randolph's way-
ward course, and brought forward John Tyler as

his opponent, considering him the only man in

Virginia of sufficient popularity to succeed

against the renowned orator of Roanoke. Mr.

Tyler was the victor.

In accordance with his professions, upon tak-

ing his seat in the Senate he joined the ranks of

the opposition. He opposed the tariff, and spoke

against and voted against the bank as unconsti-

tutional; he strenuously opposed all restrictions

upon slavery, resisting all projects of internal im-

provements by the General Government, and
avowed his sympathy with Mr. Calhoun's view

of nullification; he declared that Gen. Jackson,

by his opposition to the nullifiers, had abandoned

the principles of the Democratic party. Such
was Mr. Tyler's record in Congress—a record in

perfect accordance with the principles which he

had always avowed.

Returning to Virginia, he resumed the practice

of his profession. There was a split in the Demo-

cratic party. His friends still regarded him as a

true Jeffersonian, gave him a dinner, and show-

ered compliments upon him. He had now at-

tained the age of forty-six, and his career had been

very brilliant. In consequence of his devotion to

public business, his private affairs had fallen into

some disorder, and it was not without satisfac-

tion that he resumed the practice of law, and de-

voted himself to the cultivation of his plantation.

Soon after this he removed to Williamsburg, for

the better education of his children, and he again

took his seat in the Legislature of Virginia.

By the southern Whigs he was sent to the

national convention at Harrisburg in 1839 to nom-

inate a President. The majority of votes were

given to Gen Harrison, a genuine Whig, much

to the disappointment of the South, which wished
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for Henry Clay. To conciliate the southern

Whigs and to secure their vote, the convention

then nominated John Tyler for Vice-President.

It was well known that he was not in sympathy

with the Whig party in the North; but the Vice-

President has very little power in the Govern-

ment, his main and almost only duty being to

preside over the meetings of the Senate. Thus it

happened that a Whig President and, in reality,

a Democratic Vice-President were chosen.

In 1841, Mr. Tyler was inaugurated Vice-

President of the United States. In one short

month from that time, President Harrison died,

and Mr. Tyler thus found himself, to his own
surprise and that of the whole nation, an occu-

pant of the Presidential chair. Hastening from

Williamsburg to Washington, on the ,6th of

April he was inaugurated to the high and re-

sponsible office. He was placed in a position of

exceeding delicacy and difficulty. All his long
life he had been opposed to the main principles of

the party which had brought him into power.
He had ever been a consistent, honest man, with
an unblemished record. Gen. Harrison had se-

lected a Whig cabinet. Should he retain them,
and thus surround himself with counselors whose
views were antagonistic to his own ? or, on the
other hand, should he turn against the party
which had elected him, and select a cabinet in

harmony with himself, and which would oppose
all those views which the Whigs deemed essen-
tial to the public welfare ? This was his fearful

dilemma. He invited the cabinet which Presi-

dent Harrison had selected to retain their seats,

and recommended a day of fasting and prayer,
that God would guide and bless us.

The Whigs carried through Congress a bill for
the incorporation of a fiscal bank of the United
States. The President, after ten days' delay, re-

turned it with his veto. He suggested, however,
that -he would approve of a bill drawn up upon
such a plan as he proposed. Such a bill was ac-
cordingly prepared, and privately submitted to
him. He gave it his approval. It was passed
without alteration, and he sent it back with his
veto. Here commenced the open rupture. It is

said that Mr. Tyler was provoked to this meas-

ure by a published letter from the Hon. John M.

Botts, a distinguished Virginia Whig, who se-

verely touched the pride of the President.

The opposition now exultingly received the

President into their arms. The party which

elected him denounced him bitterly. All the

members of his cabinet, excepting Mr. Webster,

resigned. The Whigs of Congress, both the

Senate and the House, held a meeting and issued

an address to the people of the United States,

proclaiming that all political alliance between the

Whigs and President Tyler was at an end.

Still the President attempted to conciliate. He
appointed a new cabinet of distinguished Whigs
and Conservatives, carefully leaving out all strong

party men. Mr. Webster soon found it necessary

to resign, forced out by the pressure of his Whig
friends. Thus the four years of Mr. Tyler's un-

fortunate administration passed sadly away. No
one was satisfied. The land was filled with mur-

murs and vituperation. Whigs and Democrats

alike assailed him. More and more, however, he

brought himself into sympathy with his old

friends, the Democrats, until at the close of his

term he gave his whole influence to the support

of Mr. Polk, the Democratic candidate for his

successor.

On the 4th of March, 1845, President Tyler re-

tired from the harassments of office, to the regret

of neither party, and probably to his own unspeak-

able relief. The remainder of his days were

passed mainly in the retirement of his beautiful

home—Sherwood Forest, Charles City County,

Va. His first wife, Miss I^etitia Christian, died

in Washington in 1842; and in June, 1844,

he was again married, at New York, to Miss Julia

Gardiner, a young lady of many personal and

intellectual accomplishments.

When the great Rebellion rose, which the

State Rights and nullifying doctrines of John C.

Calhoun had inaugurated, President Tyler re-

nounced his allegiance to the United States, and

joined the Confederates. He was chosen a mem-
ber of their Congress, and while engaged in

active measures to destroy, by force of arms, the

Government over which he had once presided, he

was taken sick and soon died.
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JAMES K. POLK.

3AMES K. POIvK, the eleventh President of

the United States, was born in Mecklenburgh
County, N. C, November 2, 1795. His

parents were Samuel and Jane (Knox) Polk, the

former a son of- Col. Thomas Polk, who located

at the above place, as one of the first pioneers, in

1735. In 1806, with his wife and children, and

soon after followed by most of the members of the

Polk family, Samuel Polk emigrated some two or

three hundred miles farther west, to the rich val-

ley of the Duck River. Here, in the midst of the

wilderness, in a region which was subsequently

called Maury County, they erected their log huts

and established their homes. In the hard toil of

a new farm in the wilderness, James K. Polk

spent the early years of his childhood and youth.

His father, adding the pursuit of a surveyor to

that of a farmer, gradually increased in wealth,

until he became one of the leading men of the

region. His mother was a superior woman, of

strong common sense and earnest piety.

Very early in life James developed a taste for

reading, and expressed the strongest desire to ob-

tain a liberal education. His mother's training

had made him methodical in his habits, had taught

him punctuality and industry, and had inspired

him with lofty principles of morality. His health

was frail, and his father, fearing that he might not

be able to endure a sedentary life, got a situation

for him behind the counter, hoping to fit him for

commercial pursuits.

This was to James a bitter disappointment. He
had no taste for these duties, and his daily tasKS

were irksome in the extreme. He remained in this

uncongenial occupation but a few wjeks, when,

at his earnest solicitation, his fatner removed

him and made arrangements for him to pros-

ecute his studies. Soon after he sent him to Mur-

freesboro Academy. With ardor which could

scarcely be surpassed, he pressed forward in his

studies, and in less than two and a-half years, in

the autumn of 18 15, entered the sophomore class

in the University of North Carolina, at Chapel
Hill. Here he was one of the most exemplary of

scholars, punctual in every exercise, never allow-

ing himself to be absent from a recitation or a

religious service.

Mr. Polk graduated in 1818, with the highest

honors, being deemed the best scholar of his class,

both in mathematics and the classics. He was
then twenty-three years of age. His health was
at this time much impaired by the assiduity with

which he had prosecuted his studies. After a

short season of relaxation, he went to Nashville,

and entered the office of Felix Grundy, to study

law. Here Mr. Polk renewed his acquaintance

with Andrew Jackson, who resided on his planta-

tion, the '

' Hermitage, '

' but a few miles from

Nashville. They had probably been slightly ac-

quainted before.

Mr. Polk's father was a Jeffersonian Republican

and James K. adhered to the same political faith.

He was a popular public speaker, and was con-

stantly called upon to address the meetings of his

party friends. His skill as a speaker was such

that he was popularly called the Napoleon of the

stump. He was a man of unblemished morals,

genial and courteous in his bearing, and with that

sympathetic nature in the joys and griefs of oth-

ers which gave him hosts of friends. In 1823,

he was elected to the Legislature of Tennessee,

and gave his strong influence toward the election

of his friend, Mr. Jackson, to the Presidency of

the United States.

In January, 1824, Mr. Polk married Miss Sarah

Childress, of Rutherford County, Tenn. His

bride was altogether worthy of him—a lady of

beauty and culture. In the fall of 1825 Mr. Polk

was chosen a member of Congress, and the satis-

faction he gave his constituents may be inferred
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from the fact, that for fourteen successive years,

or until 1839, he was continued in that office. He

then voluntarily withdrew, only that he might

accept the Gubernatorial chair of Tennessee. In

Congress he was a laborious member, a frequent

and a popular speaker. He was always in his

seat, always courteous, and whenever he spoke

it was always to the point, without any ambitious

rhetorical display.

During five sessions of Congress Mr. Polk was

Speaker of the House. Strong passions were

roused and stormy scenes were witnessed, but he

performed his arduous duties to a very general

satisfaction, and a unanimous vote of thanks to

him was passed by the House as he withdrew on

the 4th- of March, 1839.

In accordance with Southern usage, Mr. Polk,

as a candidate for Governor, canvassed the State.

He was elected by a large majority, and on Octo-

ber 14, 1839, took the oath of office at Nashville.

In 1 841 his term of office expired, and he was

again the candidate of the Democratic party, but

was defeated.

On the 4th of March, 1845, Mr. Polk was in-

augurated President of the United States. The
verdict of the country in favor of the annexation

of Texas exerted its influence upon Congress,

and the last act of the administration of President

Tyler was to affix his signature to a joint resolu-

tion of Congress, passed on the 3d of March, ap-

proving of the annexation of Texas to the Union.

As Mexico still claimed Texas as one of her

provinces, the Mexican Minister, Almonte, im-

mediately demanded his passports and left the

country, declaring the act of the annexation to be

an act hostile to Mexico.

In his first message, President Polk urged that

Texas should immediately, by act of Congress, be

received into the Union on the same footing with

the other States. In the mean time, Gen. Taylor

was sent with an -army into Texas to hold the

country. He was first sent to Nueces, which the

Mexicans said was the western boundary of Tex-
as. Then he was sent nearly two hundred miles

further west, to the- Rio Grande, where he erected

batteries which commanded the Mexican city of

Matamoras, which was situated on the western

banks. The anticipated collision soon took place,

and war was declared against Mexico by President

Polk. The war was pushed forward by his ad-

ministration with great vigor. Gen. Taylor,

whose army was first called one of
'

' observation,"

then of "occupation," then of "invasion," was

sent forward to Monterey. The feeble Mexicans

in every encounter were hopelessly slaughtered.

The day ofjudgment alone can reveal the misery

which this war caused. It was by the ingenuity

of Mr. Polk's administration that the war was

brought on.
'

' To the victors belong the spoils. " Mexico

was prostrate before us. Her capital was in our

hands. We now consented to peace upon the

condition that Mexico should surrender to us, in

addition to Texas, all of New Mexico, and all of

Upper and Uower California. This new demand

embraced, exclusive of Texas, eight hundred

thousand square miles. This was an extent of

territory equal to nine States of the size of New
York. Thus slavery was securing eighteen ma-

jestic States to be added to the Union. There

were some Americans who thought it all right;

there were others who thought it all wrong. In

the prosecution of this war we expended twenty

thousand lives and more than $100,000,000. Of

this money $15,000,000 were paid to Mexico.

On the 3d of March, 1849, Mr. Polk retired

from office, having served one term. The next

day was Sunday. On the 5th, Gen. Taylor was

inaugurated as his successor. Mr. Polk rode to

the Capitol in the same carriage with Gen. Tay-

lor, and the same evening, with Mrs. Polk, he

commenced his return to Tennessee. He was

then but fifty-four years of age. He had always

been strictly temperate in all his habits, and his

health was' good. With an ample fortune, a

choice library, a cultivated mind, and domestic

ties of the dearest nature, it seemed as though

long years of tranquillity and happiness were be-

fore him. But the cholera—that fearful scourge

—was then sweeping up the Valley of the Missis-

sippi, and he contracted the disease, dying on the

15th of June, 1849, in the fifty-fourth year of his

age, greatly mourned by his countrymen.
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ZACHARY TAYLOR.

£7ACHARY TAYLOR, twelfth President of

J. the United States, was born on the 24th of

/h) November, 1784, in Orange County, Va.

His father, Col. Taylor, was a Virginian of

note, and a distinguished patriot and soldier of

the Revolution. When Zachary was an infant,

his father, with his wife and two children, emi-

grated to Kentucky, where he settled in the path-

less wilderness, a few miles from Louisville. In

this frontier home, away from civilization and all

its refinements, young Zachary could enjoy but

few social and educational advantages. When
six years of age he attended a common school,

and was then regarded as a bright, active boy,

rather remarkable for bluntness and decision of

character. He was strong, fearless and self-reli-

ant, and manifested a strong desire to enter the

army to fight the Indians, who were ravaging the

frontiers. There is little to be recorded of the

uneventful years of his childhood on his father's

large but lonely plantation.

In 1808, his father succeeded in obtaining for

him a commission as Lieutenant in the United

States army, and he joined the troops which were

stationed at New Orleans under Gen. Wilkinson.

Soon after this he married Miss Margaret Smith,

a young lady from one of the first families of

Maryland.

Immediately after the declaration of war with

England, in 1812, Capt. Taylor (for he had then

been promoted to that rank) was put in command
of Ft. Harrison, on the Wabash, about fifty miles

above Vincennes. This fort had been built in the

wilderness by Gen. Harrison, on his march tc>

Tippecanoe. It was one of the first points of at-

tack by the Indians, led by Tecumseh. Its garri-

son consisted of a broken company of infantry,

numbering fifty men, many of whom were sick.

Early in the autumn of 18 12, the Indians,

stealthily, and in large numbers, moved upon the

fort. Their approach was first indicated by the

murder oftwo soldiers just outside of thestockade.

Capt. Taylor made every possible preparation to

meet the anticipated assault. On the 4th of Sep-

tember, a band of forty painted and plumed sav-

ages came to the fort, waving a white flag, and
informed Capt. Taylor that in the morning their

chief would come to have a talk with him. It

was evident that their object was merely to ascer-

tain the state of things at the fort, and Capt.

Taylor, well versed in the wiles of the savages,

kept them at a distance.

The sun went down; the savages disappeared;

the garrison slept upon their arms. One hour

before midnight the war-whoop burst from a

thousand lips in the forest around, followed by

the discharge of musketry and the rush of the

foe. Every man, sick" and well, sprang to his

post. Every man knew that defeat was not

merely death, but, in the case of capture, death by
the most agonizing and prolonged torture. No
pen can describe, no imagination can conceive, the

scenes which ensued. The savages succeeded in

setting fire to one of the block-houses. Until six

o'clock in the morning this awful conflict con-

tinued, when the savages, baffled at every point

and gnashing their teeth with rage, retired.

Capt. Taylor, for this gallant defense, was pro-

moted to the rank of Major by brevet.

Until the close of the war, Maj. Taylor was

placed in such situations that he saw but little

more of active service. He was sent far away

into the depths of the wilderness to Ft. Craw-

ford, on Fox River, which empties into Green

Bay. Here there was little to be done but to

wear away the tedious hours as one best could.

There were no books, no society, no intellectual

stimulus. Thus with him the uneventful years

rolled on. Gradually he rose to the rank of

Colonel. In the Black Hawk War, which re-
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suited in the capture of that renowned chieftain,

Col. Taylor took a subordinate, but a brave and

efficient, part.

For twenty-four years Col. Taylor was engaged

in the defense of the frontiers, in scenes so re-

mote, and in employments so obscure, that his

name was unknown beyond the limits of his own

immediate acquaintance. In the year 1836, he

was sent to Florida to compel the Seminole Indi-

ans to vacate that region, and retire beyond the

Mississippi, as their chiefs by treaty had prom-

ised they should do. The services rendered here

secured for Col. Taylor the high appreciation of

the Government, and as a reward he was ele-

vated to the high rank of Brigadier-General by

brevet, and soon after, in May, 1838, was ap-

pointed to the chief command of the United

States troops in Florida.

After two years of wearisome employment

amidst the everglades of the Peninsula, Gen. Tay-

lor obtained, at his own request, a change of

command, and was stationed over the Department

ofthe Southwest. This field embraced Louisiana,

Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia. Establishing

his headquarters at Ft. Jessup, in Louisiana, he

removed his family to a plantation which he pur-

chased near Baton Rouge. Here he remained

for five years, buried, as it were, from the world,

but faithfully discharging every duty imposed

upon him.'

In 1846, Gen. Taylor was sent to guard the

land between the Nueces and Rio Grande, the

latter river being the boundary of Texas, which

was then claimed by the United States. Soon

the war with Mexico was brought on, and at Palo

Alto and Resaca de la Palma, Gen. Taylor won
brilliant victories over the Mexicans. The rank

of Major-General by brevet was then conferred

upon Gen. Taylor, and his name was received

with enthusiasm almost everywhere in the na-

tion. Then came the battles of Monterey and

Buena Vista, in which he won signal victories

over forces much larger than he commanded.

The tidings of the brilliant victory of Buena
Vista spread the wildest enthusiasm over the

country. The name of Gen. Taylor was on
every one's lips. The Whig party decided to

take advantage of this wonderful popularity in

bringing forward the unpolished, unlettered, hon-

est soldier as their candidate for the Presidency.

Gen. Taylor was astonished at the announce-

ment, and for a time would not listen to it, de-

claring that he was not at all qualified for such

an office. So little interest had he taken in poli-

tics, that for forty years he had not cast a vote.

It was not without chagrin that several distin-

guished statesmen, who had been long years in

the public service, found their claims set aside in

behalf of one whose name had never been heard

of, save in connection with Palo Alto, Resaca de

la Palma, Monterey and Buena Vista. It is said

that Daniel Webster, in his haste, remarked, " It

is a nomination not fit to be made."

Gen. Taylor was not an eloquent speaker nor a

fine writer. His friends took possession of him,

and prepared such few communications as it was

needful should be presented to the public. The

popularity of the successful warrior swept the

land. He was triumphantly elected over two

opposing candidates,—Gen. Cass and Ex-Presi-

dent Martin Van Buren. Though he selected an

excellent cabinet, the good old man found himself

in a very uncongenial position, and was at times

sorely perplexed and harassed. His mental suf-

ferings were very severe, and probably tended to

hasten his death. The pro-slavery party was

pushing its claims with tireless energy; expedi-

tions were fitting out to capture Cuba; California

was pleading for admission to the Union, while

slavery stood at the door to bar her out. Gen.

Taylor found the political conflicts in Washington

to be far more trying to the nerves than battles

with Mexicans or Indians.

In the midst of all these troubles, Gen. Taylor,

after he had occupied the Presidential chair but

little over a year, took cold, and after a brief

sickness of but little over five days, died, on the

9th of July, 1850. His last words were, "I am
not afraid to die. I am ready. I have endeav-

ored to do my duty." He died universally re-

spected and beloved. An honest, unpretending

man, he had been steadily growing in the affec-

tions of the people, and the Nation bitterly la-

mented his death.
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MILLARD FILLMORE.

V /IlIXARD FIJXMORE, thirteenth President

Y of the United States, was born at Summer

(«J Hill, Cayuga County, N. Y., on the 7th of

January, 1800. His father was a farmer, and, owing

to misfortune, in humble circumstances. Of his

mother, the daughter of Dr. Abiathar Millard, of

Pittsfield, Mass., it has been said that she pos-

sessed an intellect of a high order, united with

much personal loveliness, sweetness of disposi-

tion, graceful manners and exquisite sensibilities.

She died in 1831, having lived to see her son a

young man of distinguished promise, though she

was not permitted to witness the high dignity

which he finally attained.

In consequence of the secluded home and limited

means of his father, Millard enjoyed but slender

advantages for education in his early years. The
common schools, which he occasionally attended,

were very imperfect institutions, and books were

scarce and expensive. There was nothing then

in his character to indicate the brilliant career

upon which he was about to enter. He was a

plain farmer's boy—intelligent, good-looking,

kind-hearted. The sacred iufluences of home

had taught him to revere the Bible, and had laid

the foundations of an upright character. When
fourteen years of age, his father sent him some

hundred miles from home to the then wilds of

Livingston County, to learn the trade of a clothier.

Near the mill there was a small village, where

some enterprising man had- commenced the col-

lection of a village library. This proved an in-

estimable blessing to young Fillmore. His even-

ings were spent in reading. Soon every leisure

moment was occupied with books. His thirst for

knowledge became insatiate, and the selections

which he made were continually more elevating

and instructive. He read history, biography,

oratory, and thus gradually there was enkindled

in his heart a desire to be something more than a

mere worker with his hands.

The young clothier had now attained the age

of nineteen years, and was of fine personal appear-

ance and of gentlemanly demeanor. It so hap-

pened that there was a gentleman in the neigh-

borhood of ample pecuniary means and of benev-

olence,—Judge Walter Wood,—who was struck

with the prepossessing appearance of young Fill-

more. He made his acquaintance, and was so

much impressed with his ability and attainments

that he advised him to abandon his trade and de-

vote himself to the study of the law. The young
man replied that he had no means of his own,

no friends to help him, and that his previous edu-

cation had been very imperfect. But Judge Wood
had so much confidence in him that he kindly

offered to take him into his own office, and to

lend him such money as he needed. Most grate-

fully the generous offer was accepted.

There is in many minds a strange delusion

about a collegiate education. A young man is

supposed to be liberally educated if he has gradu-

ated at some college. But many a boy who loi-

ters through university halls and then enters a

law office is by no means as well prepared to

prosecute his legal studies as was Millard Fill-

more when he graduated at the clothing-mill at

the end of four years of manual labor, during

which every leisure moment had been devoted to

intense mental culture.

In 1823, when twenty-three years of age, he

was admitted to the Court of Common Pleas.

He then went to the village of Aurora, and com-

menced the practice of law. In this secluded,

quiet region, his practice, of course, was limited,

and there was no opportunity for a sudden rise in

fortune or in fame. Here, in 1826, he married a

lady of great moral worth, and one capable of
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adorning any Station she might be called to fill,

—

Miss Abigail Powers.

His elevation of character, his untiring industry,

his legal acquirements, and his skill as an advo-

cate, gradually attracted attention, and he was

invited to enter into partnership, under highly ad-

vantageous circumstances, with an elder member

of the Bar in Buffalo. Just before removing to

Buffalo, in 1829, he took his seat in the House of

Assembly of the State of New York, as a Repre-

sentative from Erie County. Though he had

never taken a very active part in politics, his vote

and sympathies were with the Whig party. The
State was then Democratic, and he found himself

in a helpless minority in the legislature; still the

testimony comes from all parties that his courtesy,

ability and integrity won, to a very unusual de-

gree, the respect of his associates.

In the autumn of 1832, he was elected to a

seat in the United States Congress. He entered

that troubled arena in the most tumultuous hours

of our national history, when the great conflict

respecting the national bank and the removal of

the deposits was raging.

His term of two years closed, and he returned

to his profession, which he pursued with increas-

ing reputation and success. After a lapse of two

years he again became a candidate for Congress;

was re-elected, and took his seat in 2837. His.

past experience as a Representative gave him
strength and confidence. The first term of service

in Congress to any man can be but little more

than an introduction. He was now prepared for

active duty. All his energies were brought to

bear upon the public good. Every measure re-

ceived his impress.

Mr. Fillmore wi..; now a man of wide repute,

and his popularity filled the State. In the year

1847, when he had attained the age of forty-

seven years, he was elected Comptroller of the

State. His labors at the Bar, in the legisla-

ture, in Congress and as Comptroller, had given

him very considerable fame. The Whigs were
casting about to find suitable candidates for Presi-

dent and Vice-President at the approaching elec-

tion. Far away on the waters of the Rio Grande,

there was a rough old soldier, who had fought

one or two successful' battles with the Mexicans,

which had caused his name to be proclaimed in

trumpet-tpnes all over the land as a candidate for

the presidency. But it was necessary to associate

with him on the same ticket some man of repu-

tation as a'statesman.

Under the influence ofthese considerations, the

names of Zachary Taylor and Millard Fillmore

became the rallying-cry of the Whigs, as their

candidates for President and Vice-President. The

Whig ticket was signally triumphant. On the

4th of March, 1849, Gen. Taylor was inaugurated

President, and Millard Fillmore Vice-President,

of the United States.

On the 9th of July, 1850, President Taylor,

about one year and four months after his inaugura-

tion, was suddenly taken sick and died. By the

Constitution, Vice-President Fillmore thus be-

came President. He appointed a very able cabi-

net, of which the illustrious Daniel Webster was

Secretary of State; nevertheless, he had serious

difficulties to contend with, since the opposition

had a majority in both Houses. He did all in his

power to conciliate the South; but the pro-slavery

party in the South felt the inadequacy of all

measures of transient conciliation. The popula-

tion of the free States was so rapidly increasing

over that of the slave States, that it was inevitable

that the power of the Government should soon

pass into the hands of the free States. The fa-

mous compromise measures were adopted under

Mr. Fillmore's administration, and the Japan ex-

pedition was sent out. On the 4th of March,

!853, he, having served one term, retired.

In 1856, Mr. Fillmore was nominated for the

Presidency by the "Know-Nothing" party, but

was beaten by Mr. Buchanan. After that Mr.

Fillmore lived in retirement. During the terri-

ble conflict of civil war, he was mostly silent. It

was generally supposed that his sympathies were

rather with those who were endeavoring to over-

throw our institutions. President Fillmore kept

aloof from the conflict, without any cordial words

of cheer to one party or the other. He was thus

forgotten by both. He lived to a ripe old age,

and died in Buffalo, N. Y., March 8, 1874.







FRANKLIN PIERCE.

r"RANKUN PIERCE, the fourteenth Presi-

Vy dent of the United States, was born in Hills-

I

f borough, N. H., November 23, 1804. His

father was a Revolutionary soldier, who with his

own strong arm hewed out a home in the wilder-

ness. He was a man of inflexible integrity, of

strong, though uncultivated, mind, and was an un-

compromising Democrat. The mother of Frank-

lin Pierce was all that a son could desire—an in-

telligent, prudent, affectionate, Christian woman.

Eranklin, who was the sixth of eight children,

was a remarkably bright and handsome boy,

generous, warm-hearted and brave. He won
alike the love of old and young. The boys on

the play-ground loved him. His teachers loved

him. The neighbors looked upon him with pride

and affection. He was by instinct a gentleman,

always speaking kind words, and doing kind

deeds, with a peculiar, unstudied tact which

taught him what was agreeable. Without de-

veloping any precocity of genius, or any unnatural

devotion to books, he was a good scholar, and in

body and mind a finely developed boy.

When sixteen years of age, in the year 1820,

he entered Bowdoin College, at Brunswick, Me.

He was one of the most popular young men in

the college. The purity of his moral character,

the unvarying courtesy of his demeanor, his rank

as a scholar, and genial nature, rendered him a

universal favorite. There was something pe-

culiarly winning in his address, and it was evi-

dently not in the slightest degree studied—it was

the simple outgushing of his own magnanimous

and loving nature.

Upon graduating, in the year 1824, Franklin

Pierce commenced the study of law in the office

ofJudge Woodbury, one of the most distinguished

lawyers of the State, and a man of great private

worth. The eminent social qualities of the young

lawyer, his father's prominence as a public man,

and the brilliant political career into which Judge
Woodbury was entering, all tended to entice Mr.

Pierce into the fascinating yet perilous path of

political life. With all the ardor of his nature he

espoused the cause of Gen. Jackson for the Presi-

dency. He commenced the practice of law in

Hillsborough, and was soon elected to represent

the town in the State legislature. Here he

served for four years. The last two years he was

chosen Speaker of the House by a very large

vote.

In 1833, at the age of twenty-nine, he was

elected a member of Congress. In 1837, being

then but thirty-three years old, he was elected to

the Senate, taking his seat just as Mr. Van Buren

commenced his administration. He was the

youngest member in the Senate. In the year

1834, he married Miss Jane Means Appleton, a

lady of rare beauty and accomplishments, and one

admirably fitted to adorn every station with which

her husband was honored. Of the three sons who
were born to them, all now sleep with their par-

ents in the grave.

In the year 1838, Mr. Pierce, with growing

fame and increasing business as a,lawyer, took up

his residence in Concord, the capital of New
Hampshire. President Polk, upon his accession

to office, appointed Mr. Pierce Attorney-General

of the United States; but the offer was declined

in consequence of numerous professional engage-

ments at home, and the precarious state of Mrs.

Pierce's health. He also, about the same time,

declined the nomination for Governor by the

Democratic party. The war with Mexico called
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Mr. Pierce into the army. Receiving the appoint-

ment of Brigadier-General, he embarked with a

portion of his troops at Newport, R. I., on the

27th of May, 1847. He took an important part

in this war, proving himself a brave and true sol-

dier.

When Gen. Pierce reached his home in his na-

tive State, he was received enthusiastically by the

advocates of the Mexican War, and coldly by his

opponents. He resumed the practice of his pro-

fession, very frequently taking an active part in

political questions, giving his cordial support to

the pro-slavery wing of the Democratic party.

The compromise measures met cordially with his

approval, and he strenuously advocated the en-

forcement of the infamous Fugitive Slave Law,
which so shocked the religious sensibilities of the

North. He thus became distinguished as a
'

' Northern man with Southern principles.
'

' The
strong partisans of slavery in the South conse-

quently regarded him as a man whom they could

safely trust in office to carry out their plans.

On the 12th of June, 1852, the Democratic con-

vention met in Baltimore to nominate a candidate

for the Presidency. For four days they contin-

ued in session, and in thirty-five ballotings no one

had obtained a two-thirds vote. Not a vote thus

far had been thrown for Gen. Pierce. Then the

Virginia delegation brought forward his name.

There were fourteen more ballotings, during which

Gen. Pierce constantly gained strength, until, at

the forty-ninth ballot, he received two hundred

and eighty-two votes, and all other candidates

eleven. Gen. Winfield Scott was the Whig can-

didate. Gen. Pierce was chosen with great una-

nimity. Only four States—Vermont, Massachu-

setts, Kentucky and Tennessee—cast their elec-

toral votes against him. Gen. Franklin Pierce

was therefore inaugurated President of the United

States on the 4th of March, 1853.

His administration proved one of the most

stormy our country had ever experienced. The
controversy between slavery and freedom was
then approaching its culminating point. It be-

came evident that there was to be an irrepressible

conflict between them, and that this nation

could not long exist " half slave and half free."

President Pierce, during the whole of his admin-

istration, did everything he could to conciliate the

South; but it was all in vain. The conflict every

year grew more violent, and threats of the disso-

lution of the Union were borne to the North on

every Southern breeze.

Such was the condition of affairs when Presi-

dent Pierce approached the close of his four-

years term of office. The North had become

thoroughly alienated from him. The anti-slavery

sentiment, goaded by great outrages, had been

rapidly increasing; all the intellectual ability and

social worth of President Pierce were forgotten in

deep reprehension of his administrative acts. The

slaveholders of the South also, unmindful of the

fidelity with which he had advocated those meas-

ures of Government which they approved, and

perhaps feeling that he had rendered himself

so unpopular as no longer to be able to accepta-

bly serve them, ungratefully dropped him, and

nominated James Buchanan to succeed him.

On the 4th of March, 1857, President Pierce re-

turned to his home in Concord. His three chil-

dren were all dead, his last surviving child hay-

ing been killed before his eyes in a railroad acci-

dent; and his wife, one of the most estimable and

accomplished of ladies, was rapidly sinking in

consumption. * The hour of dreadful gloom soon

came, and he was left alone in the world without

wife or child.

When the terrible Rebellion burst forth which

divided our country into two parties, and two

only, Mr. Pierce remained steadfast in the prin-

ciples which he had always cherished, and gave

his sympathies to that pro-slavery party with

which he had ever been allied. He declined to

do anything, either by voice or pen, to strengthen

the hand of the National Government. He con-

tinued to reside in Concord until the time of his

death, which occurred in October, 1869. He was

one of the most genial and social of men, an hon-

ored communicant of the Episcopal Church, and

one of the kindest of neighbors. Generous to a

fault, he contributed liberally toward the allevia-

tion of suffering and want, and many of his

towns-people were often gladdened by his material

bounty.
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JAMES BUCHANAN.

3AMES BUCHANAN, the fifteenth President

of the United States, was born in a small

frontier town, at the foot of the eastern ridge

of the Alleghanies, in Franklin County, Pa., on

the 23d of April, 1791. The place where the

humble cabin home stood was called Stony Bat-

ter. His father was a native of the north of Ire-

land, who had emigrated in 1783, with little prop-

erty save his own strong arms. Five years after-

ward he married Elizabeth Spear, the daughter

of a respectable farmer, and, with his young bride,

plunged into the wilderness, staked his claim,

reared his log hut, opened a clearing with his

axe, and settled down there to perform his obscure

part in the drama of life. When James was eight

years of age, his father removed to the village of

Mercersburg, where his son was placed at school,

and commenced a course of study in English,

Latin and Greek. His progress was rapid, and

at the age of fourteen he entered Dickinson Col-

lege, at Carlisle. Here he developed remarkable

talent, and took his stand among the first scholars

in the institution.

In the year rSo"> he graduated with the high-

est honors of his class. He was then eighteen

years of age; tall and graceful, vigorous in health,

fond of athletic sports, an unerring shot, and en-

livened with an exuberant flow of animal spirits.

He immediately commenced the study of law in

the city of Lancaster, and was admitted to the

Bar in 18 12, when he was bu>. twenty-one years

of age.

In 1820, he reluctantly consented to run as a

candidate for Congress. He was elected, and for

ten years he remained a member of the Lower

House. During the vacations of Congress, he

occasionally tried some important case. In 183

1

he retired altogether from the toils of his profes-

sion, having acquired an ample fortune.

Gen. Jackson, upon his elevation to the Presi-

dency, appointed Mr. Buchanan Minister to Rus-

sia. The duties of his mission he performed

with ability, and gave satisfaction to all parties.

Upon his return, in 1833, ne was elected to a seat

in the United States Senate. He there met as

his associates Webster, Clay, Wright and Cal-

houn. He advocated the measures proposed by

President Jackson, of making reprisals against

France to enforce the payment of our claims

against that country, and defended the course of

the President in his unprecedented and wholesale

removal from office of those who were not the

supporters of his administration. Upon this

question he was brought into direct collision with

Henry Clay. He also, with voice and vote, ad-

vocated expunging from the journal of the Senate

the vote of censure against Gen. Jackson for re-

moving the deposits. Earnestly he opposed the

abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia,

and urged the prohibition of the circulation of

anti-slavery documents by the United States

mails. As to petitions on the subject of slavery,

he advocated that they should be respectfully re-

ceived, and that the reply should be returned

that Congress had no power to legislate upon the

subject. "Congress," said he, "might as well

undertake to interfere with slavery under a for-

eign government as in any of the States where it

now exists.
'

'

Upon Mr. Polk's accession to the Presidency,

Mr. Buchanan became Secretary of State, and as

such took his share of the responsibility in the
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conduct of the Mexican War. Mr. Polk assumed

that crossing the Nueces by the American

troops into the disputed territory was not wrong,

but for the Mexicans to cross the Rio Grande

into Texas was a declaration of war. No candid

man can read with pleasure the account of the

course our Government pursued in that movement.

Mr. Buchanan identified himself thoroughly

with the party devoted to the perpetuation and

extension of slavery, and brought all the energies

of his mind to bear against the Wilmot Proviso.

He gave his cordial approval to the compromise

measures of 1850, which included the Fugitive

Slave Law. Mr. Pierce, upon his election to the

Presidency, honored Mr. Buchanan with the mis-

sion to England.

In the year 1856, a national Democratic Con-

vention nominated Mr. Buchanan for the Presi-

dency. The political conflict was one of the most

severe in which our country has ever engaged.

All the friends of slavery were on one side; all

the advocates of its restriction and final abolition

on the other. Mr. Fremont, the candidate of the

enemies of slavery, received one hundred and

fourteen electoral votes. Mr. Buchanan received

one hundred and seventy-four, and was elected.

The popular vote stood 1,340,618 for Fremont,

1,224,750 for Buchanan. On March 4, 1857,

the latter was inaugurated.

Mr. Buchanan was far advanced in life. Only

four years were wanting to fill up his three-score

years and ten. His own friends, those with

whom he had been allied in political principles

and action for years, were seeking the destruc-

tion of the Government, that they might rear

upon the ruins of our free institutions a nation

whose corner-stone should be human slavery. In

this emergency, Mr. Buchanan was hopelessly

bewildered. He could not, with his long-avowed

principles, consistently oppose the State Rights

party in their assumptions. As President of the

United States, bound by his oath faithfully to

administer the laws, he could not, without per-

jury of the grossest kind, unite with those en-

deavoring to overthrow the Republic. He there-

fore did nothing.

The opponents of Mr. Buchanan's administra-

tion nominated Abraham Lincoln as their stand-

ard-bearer in the next Presidential canvass.

The pro-slavery party declared that if he were

elected and the control of the Government were

thus taken from their hands, they would secede

from the Union, taking with them as they retired

the National Capitol at Washington and the

lion's share of the territory of the United States.

As the storm increased in violence, the slave-

holders claiming the right to secede, and Mr.

Buchanan avowing that Congress had no power

to prevent it, one of the most pitiable exhibitions

of governmental imbecility was exhibited that the

world has ever seen. He declared that Congress

had no power to enforce its laws in any State

which had withdrawn, or which was attempting

to withdraw, from the Union. This was not the

doctrine of Andrew Jackson, when, with his hand

upon his sword-hilt, he exclaimed: "The Union

must and shall be preserved!"

South Carolina seceded in December, i860,

nearly three months before the inauguration of

President Lincoln. Mr. Buchanan looked on in

listless despair. The rebel flag was raised in

Charleston; Ft. Sumter was besieged; our forts,

navy-yards and arsenals were seized; our depots

of military stores were plundered, and our cus-

tom-houses and post-offices were appropriated by

the rebels.

The energy of the rebels and the imbecility of

our Executive were alike marvelous. The na-

tion looked on in agony, waiting for the slow

weeks to glide away and close the administration,

so terrible in its weakness. At length the long-

looked-for hour of deliverance came, when Abra-

ham Lincoln was to receive the scepter.

The administration of President Buchanan was

certainly the most calamitous our country has ex-

perienced. His best friends can not recall it with

pleasure. And still more deplorable it is for his

fame, that in that dreadful conflict which rolled

its billows of flame and blood over our whole

land, no word came from his lips to indicate his

wish that our country's banner should triumph

over the flag of the Rebellion. He died at his

Wheatland retreat, June 1 , 1868.
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

61 BRAHAM LINCOLN, the sixteenth Presi-

Ll dent of the United States, was bornin Hardin

I I County, Ky., February 12, 1809. About

the year 1780, a man by the name of Abraham
Lincoln left Virginia with his family and moved
into the then wilds of Kentucky. Only two years

after this emigration, and while still a young man,
he was working one day in a field, when an Indian

stealthily approached and killed him. His widow
was left in extreme poverty with five little chil-

dren, three boys and two girls. Thomas, the

youngest of the boys, and the father of President

Abraham Lincoln, was four years of age at his

father's death.

When twenty-eight years old, Thomas Lincoln

built a log cabin, and married Nancy Hanks, the

daughter of another family of poor Kentucky

emigrants, who had also come from Virginia.

Their second child was Abraham Lincoln, the sub-

ject of this sketch. The mother of Abraham was
a noble woman, gentle, loving, pensive, created

to adorn a palace, but doomed to toil and pine, and

die in a hovel. ' All that I am, or hope to be,"

exclaimed the grateful son, " I owe to my angel-

mother." When he was eight years ot age, his

father sold his cabin and small farm and moved
to Indiana, where two years later his mother died.

As the years rolled on, the lot of this lowly

family was the usual lot of humanity. There

were joys and griefs, weddings and funerals.

Abraham's sister Sarah, to whom he was tenderly

attached, was married when a child of but four-

teen years of age, and soon died. The family

was gradually scattered, and Thomas Lincoln

sold out his squatter's claim in 1830, and emi-

grated to Macon County, 111.

Abraham Lincoln was then twenty-one years

of age. With vigorous hands he aided his father

in rearing another log cabin, and worked quite

diligently at this until he saw the family com-

fortably settled, and their small lot of enclosed

prairie planted with corn, when he announced to

his father his intention to leave home, and to gc

out into the world and seek his fortune. Littk

did he or his friends imagine how brilliant thai

fortune was to be. He saw the value of educa-

tion and was intensely earnest to improve his

mind to the utmost of his power. Religion he

revered. His morals were pure/and he was un-

contaminated by a single vice.

Young Abraham worked for a time as a hired

laborer among the farmers. Then he went to

Springfield, where he was employed in building

a large flat-boat. In this he took a herd ofswine,

floated them down the Sangamon to Illinois, and

thence by the Mississippi to New Orleans. What-
ever Abraham Lincoln undertook, he performed

so faithfully as to give great satisfaction to his

employers. In this adventure the latter were

so well pleased, that upon his return they placed

a store and mill under his care.

In 1832, at the outbreak of the Black Hawk
War, he enlisted and was chosen Captain of a

company. He returned to Sangamon County,

and, although only twenty-three years of age, was

a candidate for the Legislature, but was defeated.

He soon after received from Andrew Jackson the

appointment of Postmaster of New Salem. His

only -post-office was his hat. All the letters he

received he carried there, ready to deliver to those

he chanced to meet. He studied surveying, and

soon made this his business. In 1834 he again

became a candidate for the Legislature and was

elected. Mr. Stuart, of Springfield, advised him

to study law. He walked from New Salem to

Springfield, borrowed of Mr. Stuart a load oi

books, carried them back, and began his legal

studies. When the Legislature assembled, he

trudged on foot with his pack on his back one

hundred miles to Vandalia, then the capital. In

1836 he was re-elected to the Legislature. Here

it was he first met Stephen A. Douglas. In 1839

he removed to Springfield and began the practice

of law. His success with the jury was so great
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that he was soon engaged in almost every noted

case in the circuit.

In 1854 the great discussion began between Mr.

Lincoln and Mr. Douglas on the slavery ques-

tion. In the organization of the Republican party

in Illinois, in 1856, he took an active part, and at

once became one of the leaders in that party.

Mr. Lincoln's speeches in opposition to Senator

Douglas in the contest in 1858 for a seat in the

Senate, form a most notable part of his history.

The issue was on the slavery question, and he

took the broad ground of the Declaration of In-

dependence, that all men are created equal. Mr.

Lincoln was defeated in this contest, but won a

far higher prize.

The great Republican Convention met at Chi-

cago on the 1 6th of June, i860. The delegates

and strangers Who crowded the city amounted to

twenty-five thousand. An immense building

called " The Wigwam," was reared to accommo-

date the convention. There were eleven candi-

dates for whom votes were thrown. William H.

Seward, a man whose fame as a statesman had

long filled the land, was the most prominent. It

was generally supposed he would be the nomi-

nee. Abraham Lincoln, however, received the

nomination on the third ballot.

Election day came, and Mr. Lincoln received

one hundred and eighty electoral votes out of two

hundred and three cast, and was, therefore, con-

stitutionally elected President of the United States.

The tirade of abuse that was poured upon this

good and merciful man, especially by the slave-

holders, was greater than upon any other man
ever elected to this high position. In February,

1861, Mr. Lincoln started for Washington, stop-

ping in all the large cities on his way, making
speeches. The whole journey was fraught with

much danger. Many of the Southern States had
already seceded, and several attempts at assassi-

nation were afterward brought to light. A gang
in Baltimore had arranged upon his arrival to

"get up a row," and in the confusion to make
sure

' of his death with revolvers and hand-gren-

ades. A detective unravelled the plot. A secret

and special train was provided to take him from

Harrisburg, through Baltimore, at an unexpected

hour of the night. The tram started at half-past

ten, and to prevent any possible communication

on the part of the Secessionists with their Con-

federate gang in Baltimore, as soon as the train

had started the telegraph-wires were cut. Mr.

Lincoln reached Washington in safety and was

inaugurated, although great anxiety was felt by-

all loyal people.

In the selection of his cabinet Mr. Lincoln gave

to Mr. Seward the Department of State, and to

other prominent opponents before the convention

he gave important positions; but during no other

administration had the duties devolving upon the

President been so manifold, and the responsibilities

so great, as those which fell to his lot. Knowing

this, and feeling his own weakness and inability

to meet, and in his own strength to cope with,

the difficulties, he learned early to seek Divine

wisdom and guidance in determining his plans,

and Divine comfort in all his trials, both personal

and national. Contrary to his own estimate of

himself, Mr. Lincoln was one of the most cour-

ageous of men. He went directly into the rebel

capital just as the retreating foe was leaving, with

no guard but a few sailors. From the time he

had left Springfield, in 1861, however, plans had

been made for his assassination, and he at last

fell a victim to one of them. April 14, 1865, he,

with Gen. Grant, was urgently invited to attend

Ford's Theatre. It was announced that they

would be present. Gen. Grant, however, left the

city. President Lincoln, feeling, with his char-

acteristic kindliness of heart, that it would be a

disappointment if he should fail them, very re-

luctantly consented to go. While listening to

the play, an actor by the name ofJohn Wilkes

Booth entered the box where the President and

family were seated, and fired a bullet into his

brain. He died the next morning at seven

o'clock.

Never before in the history of the world was

a nation plunged into such deep griefby the death

of its ruler Strong men met in the streets and

wept in speechless anguish. His was a life which

will fitly become a model. His name as the

Savior of his country will live with that of Wash;

ington's, its Father.
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61 NDREW JOHNSON, seventeenth President

LJ of the United States. The early life of An-

| | drew Johnson contains but the record of pov-

erty , destitution and friendlessness. He was born
December 29, 1808, in Raleigh, N. C. His par-

ents, belonging to the class of "poor whites"

of the South, were in such circumstances that they

could not confer even the slightest advantages of

education upon their child. When Andrew was
five years of age, his father accidentally lost his

life, while heroically endeavoring to save a friend

from drowning. Until ten years of age, Andrew
was a ragged boy about the streets, supported by

the labor of his mother, who obtained her living

with her own hands.

He then, having never attended a school one

day, and being unable either to read or write,was

apprenticed to a tailor in his native town. A gen-

tleman was in the habit of going to the tailor's

shop occasionally, and reading to the boys at

work there. He often read from the speeches of

distinguished British statesmen. Andrew, who
was endowed with a mind of more than ordinary

ability, became much interested in these speeches;

his ambition was roused, and he was inspired with

a strong desire to learn to read.

He accordingly applied himself to the alphabet,

and with the assistance of some of his fellow-

workmen learned his letters. He then called upon
the gentleman to borrow the book of speeches.

The owner, pleased with his zeal, not only gave

him the book, but assisted him in learning to com-

bine the letters into words. Under such difficul-

ties he pressed onward laboriously, spending usu-

ally ten or twelve hours at work in the shop, and

then robbing himself of rest and recreation to de-

vote such time as he could to reading.

He went to Tennessee in 1826, and located at

Greenville, where he married a young lady who
possessed some education. Under her instructions

he learned to write and cipher. He became

prominent in the village debating society, and a

favorite with the students of Greenville College.

In 1828, he organized a working man's party,

which elected him Alderman, and in 1830 elected

him Mayor, which position he held three years.

He now began to take a lively interest in

political affairs, identifying himselfwith the work-

ing-class, to which he belonged. In 1835, he

was elected a member of the House of Represent-

atives of Tennessee. He was then just twenty-

seven years of age. He became a very active

member of the legislature, gave his support to

the Democratic party, and in 1840 "stumped the-

State," advocating Martin Van Buren's claims to

the Presidency, in opposition to those of Gen.

Harrison. In this campaign he acquired much
readiness as a speaker, and extended and increased

his reputation.

In 1841, he was elected State Senator; in 1843,

he was elected a Member of Congress, and by suc-

cessive elections held that important post for ten

years. In 1853, he was elected Governor of Tenn-

essee, and was re-elected in 1855. In all these

responsible positions, he discharged his duties

with distinguished ability, and proved himself the

warm friend of the working classes. In 1857, Mr-

Johnson was elected United States Senator.

Years before, in 1845, he had warmly advocated

the annexation of Texas, stating, however, as his

reason, that he thought this annexation would

probably prove ' 'to be the gateway out of which

the sable sons of Africa are to pass from bondage

to freedom, and become merged in a population

congenial to themselves." In 1850, he also sup-

ported the compromise measures, the two essen-
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tial features of which were , that the white people

of the Territories should be permitted to decide

for themselves whether they would enslave the

colored people or not, and that the free States of

the North should return to the South persons who
attempted to escape from slavery.

Mr. Johnson was never ashamed of his lowly

origin: on the contrary, he often took pride in

avowing that he owed his distinction to his own
exertions. "Sir," said he on the floor of the

Senate, "I do not forget that I am a mechanic;

neither do I forget that Adam was a tailor and

sewed fig-leaves, and that our Savior was the son

of a carpenter.
'

'

In the Charleston-Baltimore convention of i860,

he was the choice of the Tennessee Democrats for

the Presidency. In 1861, when the purpose of

the Southern Democracy became apparent, he took

a decided stand in favor of the Union, and held

that "slavery must be held subordinate to the

Union at whatever cost.
'

' He returned to Tenn-
essee, and repeatedly imperiled his own life to

protect the Unionists of that State. Tennessee
having seceded from the Union, President Lincoln,

on March 4, 1862, appointed him Military Gov-
ernor of the State, and he established the most
stringent military rule. His numerous proclama-
tions attracted wide attention. In 1864, he was
elected Vice-President of the United States, and
upon the death of Mr. Lincoln, April 15, 1865,
became President. In a speech two days later he
said, "The American people must be taught, if

they do not already feel, that treason is a crime
and must be punished; that the Government will

not always bear with its enemies; that it is strong
not only to protect, but to punish. * * The
people must understand that it (treason) is the
blackest of crimes, and will surely be punished."
Yet his whole administration, the history of which
is so well known, was in utter inconsistency with,
and in the most violent opposition to, the princi-
ples laid down in that speech.

In his loose policy of reconstruction and general
amnesty, he was opposed by Congress, and he
characterized Congress as a new rebellion, and
lawlessly defied it in everything possible to the ut-
most. In the beginning of 1868, on account, of

"High crimes and misdemeanors," the principal

of which was the removal of Secretary Stanton in

violation of the Tenure • of Office Act, articles of

impeachment were preferred against him, and the

trial began March 23.

It was very tedious, continuing for nearly three

months. A test article of the impeachment was

at length submitted to the court for its action. It

was certain that as the court voted upon that ar-

ticle so would it vote upon all. Thirty-four voices

pronounced the President guilty. As a two-thirds

vote was necessary to his condemnation,-he was

pronounced acquitted, notwithstanding the great

majority against him. The change of one vote

from the not guilty side would have sustained the

impeachment.

The President, for the remainder of his term,

was but little regarded. He continued, though

impotently, his conflict with Congress. His own

party did not think it expedient to renominate

him for the Presidency. The Nation rallied with

enthusiasm, unparalleled since the days of Wash-

ington, around the name of Gen. Grant. Andrew

Johnson was forgotten. The bullet of the assassin

introduced him to the President's chair. Not-

withstanding this, never was there presented to a

man a better opportunity to immortalize his name,

and to win the gratitude of a nation. He failed

utterly. He retired to his home in Greenville,

Tenn. , taking no very active part in politics until

1875. On January 26, after an exciting struggle,

he was chosen by the Legislature of Tennessee

United States Senator in the Forty-fourth Congess,

and took his seat in that body, at the special ses-

sion convened by President Grant, on the 5th of

March. On the 27th of July, 1875, the ex-Presi-

dent made a visit to his daughter's home, near

Carter Station, Tenn. When he started on his

journey, he was apparently in his usual vigorous

health, but on reaching the residence of his child

the following day, he was stricken with paralysis,

which rendered him unconscious. He rallied oc-

casionally, but finally passed away at 2 A. m.,

July 3 1 , aged sixty-seven years. His funeral was

held at Greenville, on the 3d of August, with

every demonstration of respect.
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HLYSSES S. GRANT, the eighteenth Presi-

dent of the United States, was born on the

29th of April, 1822, of Christian parents, in

a humble home at Point Pleasant, on the banks

of the Ohio. Shortly after, his father moved to

Georgetown, Brown County, Ohio. In this re-

mote frontier hamlet, Ulysses received a common-
school education. At the age of seventeen, in

the year 1839, he entered the Military Academy
at West Point. Here he was regarded as a solid,

sensible young man, of fair ability, and of sturdy,

honest character. He took respectable rank as a

scholar. In June, 1843, he graduated about the

middle in his class, and was sent as Lieutenant of

Infantry to one of the distant military posts in the

Missouri Territory. Two years he passed in these

dreary solitudes', watching the vagabond Indians.

The war with Mexico came. lieut. Grant was

sent with his regiment to Corpus Christi. His

first battle was at Palo Alto. There was no
chance here for .the exhibition of either skill or

heroism, nor at Resaca de la Palma, his second

battle. At the battle of Monterey, his third en-

gagement, it is said that he performed a signal

service of daring and skillful horsemanship.

At the close of the Mexican War, Capt. Grant

returned with his regiment to New York, and

was again sent to one of the military posts on the

frontier. The discovery of gold in California

causing an immense tide of emigration to flow to

the Pacific shores, Capt. Grant was sent with a

battalion to Ft. Dallas, in Oregon, for the protec-

tion of the interests of the immigrants. But life

was wearisome in those wilds, and he resigned

his commission and returned to the States. Hav-

ing married, he entered upon the cultivation of a

small farm near St. Louis, Mo., but having little

skill as a farmer, and finding his toil not re-

munerative, he turned to mercantile life, entering

into the leather business, with a younger brother

at Galena, 111. This was in the year i860. As
the tidings of the rebels firing on Ft. Sumter
reached the ears of Capt. Grant in his counting-

room, he said: "Uncle Sam has educated me
for the army; though I have served him through
one war, I do not feel that I have yet repaid the

debt. I am still ready to discharge my obliga-

tions. I shall therefore buckle on my sword and
see Uncle Sam through this war too.

'

'

He went into the streets, raised a company of

volunteers, and led them as their Captain to

Springfield, the capital of the State, where their

services were offered to Gov. Yates. The Gov-
ernor, impressed by the zeal and straightforward

executive ability of Capt. Grant, gave him a desk

in his office to assist in the volunteer organiza-

tion that was being formed in the State in behalf

of the Government. On the 15th of June, 1861,

Capt. Grant received a commission as Colonel of

the Twenty-first Regiment of Illinois Volunteers.

His merits as a West Point graduate, who had

served for fifteen years in the regular army, were

such that he was soon promoted to the rank of

Brigadier-General, and was placed in command at

Cairo. The rebels raised their banner at Padu-

cah, near the mouth of the Tennessee River.

Scarcely had its folds appeared in the breeze ere

Gen. Grant was there. The rebels fled, their

banner fell, and the Stars and Stripes were un-

furled in its stead.

He entered the service with great determina-

tion and immediately began active duty. This

was the beginning, and until the surrender of

I^e at Richmond he was ever pushing the enemy
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with great vigor and effectiveness. At Belmont,

a few days later, he surprised and routed the

rebels, then at Ft. Henry won another victory.

Then came the brilliant fight at Ft. Donelson.

The nation was electrified by the victory, and the

brave leader of the boys in blue was immediately

made a Major-General, and the military district

of Tennessee was assigned to him.

Like all great captains, Gen. Grant knew well

how to secure the results of victory. He imme-

diately pushed on to the enemies' lines. Then

came the terrible battles of Pittsburg Landing,

Corinth, and the siege of Vicksburg, where Gen.

Pemberton made an unconditional surrender of

the city with over thirty thousand men and one

hundred and seventy-two cannon. The fall of

Vicksburg was by far the most severe blow which

the rebels had thus far encountered, and opened

up the Mississippi from Cairo to the Gulf.

Gen. Grant was next ordered to co-operate with

Gen. Banks in a movement upon Texas, and pro-

ceeded to New Orleans, where he was thrown

from his horse, and received severe injuries, from

which he was laid up for months. He then

rushed to the aid of Gens. Rosecrans and Thomas
at Chattanooga, and by a wonderful series of

strategic and technical measures put the Union

army in fighting condition. Then followed the

bloody battles at Chattanooga, Lookout Moun-
tain and Missionary Ridge, in which the rebels

were routed with great loss. This won for him
unbounded praise in the North. On the 4th of

February, 1864, Congress revived the grade of

lieutenant-general, and the rank was conferred

on Gen. Grant. He repaired to Washington to

receive his credentials and enter upon the duties

of his new office.

Gen. Grant decided as soon as he took charge

of the army to concentrate the widely-dispersed

National troops for an attack upon Richmond,
the nominal capital of the rebellion, and endeavor

there to destroy the rebel armies which would be

promptly assembled from all quarters for its de-

fense. The whole continent seemed to tremble

under the tramp of these majestic armies, rushing

to the decisive battle-field. Steamers were crowd-

ed with troops. Railway trains, were burdened

with closely-packed thousands. His plans were

comprehensive, and involved a series of cam-

paigns, which were executed with remarkable

energy and ability, and were consummated at the

surrender of Lee, April 9, 1865.

The war was ended. The Union was saved.

The almost unanimous voice of the nation de-

clared Gen. Grant to be the most prominent in-

strument in its salvation. The eminent services

he had thus rendered the country brought him

conspicuously forward as the Republican candi-

date for the Presidential chair.

At the Republican Convention held at Chicago,

May 21, 1868, he was unanimously nominated

for the Presidency, and at the autumn election

received a majority of the popular vote, and two

hundred and fourteen out of two hundred and

ninety-four electoral votes.

The National Convention of the Republican

party, which met at Philadelphia on the 5th 01

June, 1872, placed Gen. Grant in nomination for

a second term by a unanimous vote. The selec-

tion was emphatically indorsed by the people five

months. later, two hundred and ninety-two elect-

oral votes being cast for him.

Soon after the close of his second term, Gen.

Grant started upon his famous trip around the

world. He visited almost every country of the

civilized world, and was everywhere received

with such ovations and demonstrations of respect

and honor, private as well as public and official,

as were never before bestowed upon any citizen

of the United States.

He was the most prominent candidate before

the Republican National Convention in 1880 for

a renomination for President. He went to New

York and embarked in the brokerage business

under the firm name of Grant & Ward. The

latter proved a villain, wrecked Grant's fortune,

and for larceny was sent to the penitentiary.

The General was attacked with cancer in the

throat, but suffered in his stoic-like manner, never

complaining. He was re-instated as General of

the Army, and retired by Congress. The cancer

soon finished its deadly work, and July 23, 1885,

the nation went in mourning over the death oi

the illustrious General.
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RUTHERFORD R HAYES.

RUTHERFORD B. HAYES, the nineteenth

President of the United States, was born in

Delaware, Ohio, October 4, 1822, almost

three months after the death of his father, Ruther-

ford Hayes. His ancestry on both the paternal and

maternal sides was of the most honorable char-

acter. It can be traced, it is said, as far back as

1280, when Hayes and Rutherford were two

Scottish chieftains, fighting side by side with

Baliol, William Wallace and Robert Bruce. Both

families belonged to the nobility, owned extensive

estates, and had a large following. Misfortune

overtaking the family, George Hayes left Scotland

in 1680, and settled in Windsor, Conn. His son

George was born in Windsor, and remained there

during his life. Daniel Hayes, son of the latter,

married Sarah Dee, and lived from the time of

his marriage until his death in Simsbury, Conn.

Ezekiel, son of Daniel, was born in 1724, and was

a manufacturer of scythes at Bradford, Conn.

Rutherford Hayes, son of Ezekiel and grandfather

of President Hayes, was born in New Haven, in

August, 1756. He was a farmer, blacksmith and

tavern-keeper. He emigrated to Vermont at an

unknown date, settling in Brattleboro, where he

established a hotel. Here his son, Rutherford

Hayes, the father of President Hayes, was born.

He was married, in September, 1813, to Sophia

Birchard, of Wilmington, Vt, whose ancestors

emigrated thither from Connecticut, they having

been among the wealthiest and best families of

Norwich. Her ancestry on the male side is

traced back to 1635, to John Birchard, one of the

principal founders of Norwich. Both of her grand-

fathers were soldiers in the Revolutionary War.

The father of President Hayes was an industri-

ous, frugal, yet open-hearted man. He was of a

mechanical turn of mind, and could mend a plow,

knit a stocking, or do almost anything else that

he chose to undertake. He was a member of the

church, active in all the benevolent enterprises

of the town, and conducted his business on Chris-

tian principles. After the close of the War of

1 81 2, for reasons inexplicable to his neighbors, he
resolved to emigrate to Ohio.

The journey from Vermont to Ohio in that day,

when there were no canals, steamers, or rail-

ways, was a very serious affair. A tour of in-

spection was first made, occupying four months.

Mr. Hayes decided to move to Delaware, where
the family arrived in 181 7. He died July 22,

1822, a victim of malarial fever, less than three

months before the birth of the son of whom we
write. Mrs. Hayes, in her sore bereavement,

found the support she so much needed in her

brother Sardis, who had been a member of the

household from the day of its departure from

Vermont, and in an orphan girl, whom she had

adopted some time before as an act of charity.

Rutherford was seven years old before he went

to school. His education, however, was not neg-

lected. He probably learned as much from his

mother and sister as he would have done at

school. His sports were almost wholly within

doors, his playmates being his sister and her asso-

ciates. These circumstances tended, no doubt, to

foster that gentleness of disposition and that del-

icate consideration for the feelings of others which

were marked traits of his character.

His uncle, Sardis Birchard, took the deepest

interest in his education; and as the boy's health

had improved, and he was making good progress

in his studies, he proposed to send him to college.

His preparation commenced with a tutor at home;
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but lie was afterwards sent for one year to a pro-

fessor in the 'Wesleyan University in Middletown,

Conn. He entered Kenyon College in 1838, at

the age of sixteen, and was graduated at the head

of his class in 1842.

Immediately after his graduation he began the

study of law in the office of Thomas Sparrow,

Esq., in Columbus. Finding his opportunities

for study in Columbus somewhat limited, he de-

termined to enter the Daw School at Cambridge,

Mass. , where he remained two years.

In 1845, after graduating at the Daw School, he
was admitted to the Bar at Marietta, Ohio, and
shortly afterward went into practice as an at-

torney-at-law with Ralph P. Buckland, of Fre-

mont. Here he remained three years, acquiring

but a limited practice, and apparently unambitious

of distinction in his profession.

In 1849 he moved to Cincinnati, where his am-
bition found a new stimulus. For several years,

however, his progress was slow. Two events

occurring at this period had a powerful influence

upon his subsequent life. One of these was his

marriage with Miss Ducy Ware Webb, daughter
of Dr. James Webb, of Chillicothe; the other was
his introduction to the Cincinnati literary Club,

a body embracing among its members such men
as Chief Justice Salmon P. Chase, Gen. John
Pope, Gov. Edward F. Noyes, and many others

hardly less distinguished in after life. The mar-
riage was a fortunate one in every respect, as

everybody knows. Not one of all the wives of

our Presidents was more universally admired,
reverenced and beloved than was Mrs. Hayes, and
no one did more than she to reflect honor upon
American womanhood. The DiteraryClub brought
Mr. Hayes into constant association with young
men of high character and noble aims, and lured
him to display the qualities so long hidden by his
bashfulness and modesty.

In 1856 he was nominated to the office of Judge
of the Court of Common Pleas, but he declined to
accept the nomination. Two years later, the of-

fice of City Solicitor becoming vacant, the City
Council elected him for the unexpired term.

In 1861, when the Rebellion broke out, he was
at the zenith of his professional life. His rank at

the Bar was among the first. But the news of

the attack on Ft. Sumter found him eager to

take up arms for the defense of his country.

His military record was bright and illustrious.

In October, 1861, he was made Dieutenant-Colo-

nel, and in August, 1862, promoted Colonel of

the Seventy-ninth Ohio Regiment, but he refused

to leave his old comrades and go among strangers.

Subsequently, however, he was made Colonel of

his old regiment. At the battle of South Moun-

tain he received a wound, and while faint and

bleeding displayed courage and fortitude that

won admiration from all.

Col. Hayes was detached from his regiment

after his recovery, to act as Brigadier-General,

and placed in command of the celebrated Kanawha
division, and for gallant and meritorious services

in the battles of Winchester, Fisher's Hill and

Cedar Creek, he was promoted Brigadier-General.

He was also breveted Major-General, "for gallant

and distinguished services during the campaigns

of 1864, in West Virginia." In the course of his

arduous services, four horses were shot from un-

der him, and he was wounded four times.

In 1864, Gen. Hayes was elected to Congress

from the Second Ohio District, which had long

been Democratic. He was not present during the

campaign, and after the election was importuned

to resign his commission in the army; but he fi-

nally declared, " I shall never come to Washing-

ton until I can come by way of Richmond." He
was re-elected in 1866.

In 1867, Gen. Hayes was elected Governor of

Ohio, over Hon. Allen G. Thurman, a popular

Democrat, and in 1869 was re-elected over George

H. Pendleton. He was elected Governor for the

third term in 1875.

In 1876 he was the standard-bearer of the Re-

publican party in the Presidential contest, and

after a hard, long contest was chosen President,

and was inaugurated Monday, March 5, 1877.

He served his full term, not, however, with satis-

faction to his party, but his administration was an

average one. The remaining years of his life

were passed quietly in his Ohio home, where he

passed away January 17, 1893.







JAMES A. GARFIELD.

(TAMES A. GARFIEED, twentieth President

I of the United States, was born November 19,

O 1 83 1, in the woods of Orange, Cuyahoga
County, Ohio. His parents were Abram and

Eliza (Ballou) Garfield, both of New England
ancestry, and from families well known in the

early history of that section of our country, but

who had moved to the Western Reserve, in Ohio,

early in its settlement.

The house in which James A. was born was

not unlike the houses of poor Ohio farmers of

that day. It was about 20 x 30 feet, built of logs,

with the spaces between the logs filled with clay.

His father was a hard-working farmer, and he

soon had his fields cleared, an orchard planted,

and a log barn built. The household comprised

the father and mother and their four children,

Mehetabel, Thomas, Mary and James. In May,

1823, the father died from a cold contracted in

helping to put out a forest fire. At this time

James was about eighteen months old, and

Thomas about ten years old. No one, perhaps,

can tell how much James was indebted to his

brother's toil and self-sacrifice during the twenty

years succeeding his father's death.. He now
lives in Michigan, and the two sisters live in Solon,

Ohio, near their birthplace.

The early educational advantages young Gar-

field enjoyed were very limited, yet he made the

most of them. He labored at farm work for

others, did carpenter work, chopped wood, or did

anything that would bring in a few dollars to aid

his widowed mother in her struggles to keep the

little family together. Nor was Gen. Garfield

ever ashamed of his origin, and he never forgot

the friends of his struggling childhood, youth and

manhood; neither did they ever forget him.

When in the highest seats of honor, the humblest

friend of his boyhood was as kindly greeted as

ever. The poorest laborer was sure of the sym-

pathy of one who had known all the bitterness of

want and the sweetness of bread earned by the

sweat of the brow. He was ever the simple,

plain, modest gentleman.

The highest ambition of young Garfield until

he was about sixteen years old was to be cap-

tain of a vessel on Eake Erie. He was anxious
to go aboard a vessel, but this his mother strongly

opposed. She finally consented to his going to

Cleveland, with the understanding, however, that

he should try to obtain some other kind of em-
ployment. He walked all the way to Cleveland.

This was his first visit to the city. After making
many applications for work, and trying to get

aboard a lake vessel and not meeting with suc-

cess, he engaged as a driver for his cousin, Amos
Eetcher, on the Ohio & Pennsylvania Canal.

He remained at this work but a short time, when
he went home, and attended the seminary at

Chester for about three years. He then entered

Hiram and the Eclectic Institute, teaching a few

terms of school in the mean time, and doing other

work. This school was started by the Disciples

of Christ in 1850, of which body he was then a

member. He became janitor and bell-ringer in

order to help pay his way. He then became both

teacher and pupil. Soon "exhausting Hiram,"
and needing a higher education, in the fall of 1854

he entered Williams College, from which he grad-

uated in 1856, taking one of the highest honors of

his class. He afterwards returned to Hiram Col-

lege as its President. As above stated, he early

united with the Christian, or Disciples, Church at

Hiram, and was ever after a devoted, zealous

member, often preaching in its pulpit and places

where he happened to be.

Mr. Garfield was united in marriage, Novem-
ber 11, 1858, with Miss Eucretia Rudolph, who
proved herself worthy as the wife of one whom
all the world loved. To them were born seven

children, five of whom are still living, four boys

and one girl.
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Mr. Garfield made his first political speeches in

1856, in Hiram and the neighboring villages, and

three years later he began to speak at county

mass-meetings, and became the favorite speaker

wherever he was. During this year he was

elected to the Ohio Senate. He also began to

study law at Cleveland, and in 1861 was admitted

to the Bar. The great Rebellion broke out in the

early part of this year, and Mr. Garfield at once

resolved to fight as he had talked, and enlisted to

defend the Old Flag. He received his commission

as Lieutenant-Colonel of the Forty-second Regi-

ment of Ohio Infantry August 14, 1861. He
was immediately put into active service, and be-

fore he had ever seen a gun "fired in action, was

placed in command of four regiments of infantry

and eight companies of cavalry, charged with the

work of driving out of his native State the able

rebel officer, Humphrey Marshall, of Kentucky.

This work was bravely and speedily accomplished,

although against great odds, and President Lin-

coln commissioned him Brigadier-General, Janu-

ary 10, 1862; and "as he had bee.i the youngest

man in the Ohio Senate two years before, so now
he was the youngest General in the army. '

' He
was with Gen. Buell's army at Shiloh, in its

operations around Corinth and its march through

Alabama. He was then detailed as a member of

the general court martial for the trial of Gen.

Fitz-John Porter. He was next ordered to re-

port to Gen. Rosecrans, and was assigned to the
" Chief of Staff." The military history of Gen.
Garfield closed with his brilliant services at Chick-

amauga, where he won the rank of Major-General.

Without an effort on his part, Gen. Garfield

was elected to Congress in the fall of 1862, from
the Nineteenth District of Ohio. This section of

Ohio had been represented in Congress for sixty

years mainly by two men—Elisha Whittlesey and
Joshua R. Giddings. It was not without a strug-

gle that he resigned his place in the army. At
the time he entered Congress he was the youngest
member in that body. There he remained by
successive re-elections until he was elected Presi-

dent, in 1880. Of his labors in Congress, Senator
Hoar says: "Since the year 1864 you cannot
think of a question which has been debated in

Congress, or discussed before a tribunal of the

American people, in regard to which you will not

find, if you wish instruction, the argument on

one side stated, in almost every instance better

than by anybody else, in some speech made in

the House of Representatives or on the hustings

by Mr. Garfield."

Upon January 14, 1880, Gen. Garfield was elect-

ed to the United States Senate, and on the 8th of

June, of the same year, was nominated as the

candidate of his party for President at the great

Chicago Convention. He was elected in the fol-

lowing November, and on March 4, 1 881, was

inaugurated. Probably no administration ever

opened its existence under brighter auspices than

that of President Garfield, and every day it grew

in favor with the people. By the 1st of July

he had completed all the initiatory and prelimi-

nary work of his administration, and was prepar-

ing to leave the city to meet his friends at Will-

iams College. While on his way and at the

depot, in company with Secretary Blaine, a man

stepped behind him, drew a revolver, and fired

directly at his back. The President tottered and

fell, and as he did so the assassin fired a second

shot, the bullet cutting the left coat sleeve of his

victim, but inflicting no further injury. It has

been very truthfully said that this was '

' the shot

that was heard around the world.
'

' Never before

in the history of the nation had anything occur-

red which so nearly froze the blood of the people

for the moment as this awful deed. He was

smitten on the brightest, gladdest day of all his

life, at the summit of his power and hope. For

eighty days, all during the hot months of July

and August, he lingered and suffered. He, how-

ever, remained master of himself till the last, and

by his magnificent bearing taught the country

and the world one of the noblest of human les-

sons—how to live grandly in the very clutch of

death. Great in life, he was surpassingly great

in death. He passed serenely away September

19, 1883, at Elberon, N. J., on the very bank of

the ocean, where he had been taken shortly be-

fore. The world wept at his death, as it rarely

ever had done on the death of any other great

and noble man.







CHESTER A. ARTHUR.

Cj HESTER A. ARTHUR, twenty-first Presi-

1 C dent of the United States, was born in Frank-

U lin County, Vt., on the 5th day of October,

1830, and was the eldest of a family of two sons

and five daughters. His father was the Rev. Dr.

William Arthur, a Baptist clergyman, who emi-

grated to this country from County Antrim, Ire-

land, in his eighteenth year, and died in 1875, in

Newtonville, near Albany, after a long and suc-

cessful ministry.

Young Arthur was educated at Union College,

Schenectady, where he excelled in all his studies.

After his graduation he taught school in Ver-

mont for two years, and at the expiration of that

time came to New York, with $500 in his pocket,

and entered the office of ex-Judge E. D. Culver

as a student. After being admitted to the Bar, he

formed a partnership with his intimate friend and

room-mate, Henry D. Gardiner, with the inten-

tion of practicing in the West, and for three

months they roamed about in the Western States

in search of an eligible site, but in the end re-

turned to New York, where they hung out their

shingle, and entered upon a successful career al-

most from the start. Gen. Arthur soon after mar-

ried the daughter of I,ieut. Herndon, of the

United States Navy, who was lost at sea. Con-

gress voted a gold medal to his widow in recog-

nition of the bravery he displayed on that occa-

sion. Mrs. Arthur died shortly before Mr.

Arthur's nomination to the Vice-Presidency, leav-

ing two children.

Gen. Arthur obtained considerable legal celeb-

rity in his first great case, the famous I,emmon

suit, brought to recover possession of eight slaves

who had been declared free by Judge Paine, of

the Superior Court of New York City. It was in

1852 that Jonathan Eemmon, of Virginia, went 10

New York with his slaves, intending to ship them
to Texas, when they were discovered and freed.

The Judge decided that they could not be held by
the owner under the Fugitive Slave I,aw. A howl
of rage went up from the South, and the Virginia

Legislature authorized the Attorney-General of

that State to assist in an appeal. William M.
Evarts and Chester A. Arthur were employed to

represent the people, and they won their case,

which then went to the Supreme Court of the

United States. Charles O' Conor here espoused

the cause of the slaveholders, but he, too, was
beaten by Messrs. Evarts and Arthur, and a long

step was taken toward the emancipation of the

black race.

Another great service was rendered by Gen.

Arthur in the same cause in 1856. Eizzie Jen-

nings, a respectable colored woman, was put off

a Fourth Avenue car with violence after she had

paid her fare. Gen. Arthur sued on her behalf,

and secured a verdict of $500 damages. The next

day the comp'any issued an order to admit colored

persons to ride on their cars, and the other car

companies quickly followed their example. Be-

fore that the Sixth Avenue Company ran a few

special cars for colored persons, and the other lines

refused to let them ride at all.

Gen. Arthur was a delegate to the convention

at Saratoga that founded the Republican party.

Previous to the war he was Judge-Advocate of

the Second Brigade of the State of New York,

and Gov. Morgan, of that State, appointed him

Engineer-in-Chief of his staff. In 1861, he was

made Inspector-General, and soon afterward be-

came Quartermaster-General. In each of these

offices he rendered great service to the Govern-
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ment during the war. At the end of Gov. Mor-

gan's term he resumed the practice of law, form-

ing a partnership with Mr. Ransom, and then

Mr. Phelps, the District Attorney of New York,

was added to the firm. The legal practice of this

well-known firm was very large and lucrative,

as each of the gentlemen composing it was an able

lawyer, and possessed a splendid local reputa-

tion, if not, indeed, one of national extent.

Mr. Arthur always took a leading part in State

and city politics. He was appointed Collector of

the Port of New York by President Grant, No-

vember 21, 1872, to succeed Thomas Murphy,

and he held the office until July 20, 1878, when

he was succeeded by Collector Merritt.

Mr. Arthur was nominated on the Presidential

ticket, with Gen. James A. Garfield, at the

famous National Republican Convention held at

Chicago in June, 1880. This was perhaps the

greatest political convention that ever assembled

on the continent. It was composed of the lead-

ing politicians of the Republican party, all able

men, and each stood firm and fought vigorously

and with signal tenacity for his respective can-

didate that was before the convention for the

domination. Finally Gen. Garfield received the

nomination for President, and Gen. Arthur for

Vice-President. The campaign which followed

was one of the most animated known in the his-

tory of our country. Gen. Hancock, the stand-

ard-bearer of the Democratic party, was a popular

man, and his party made a .valiant fight for his

election.

Finally the election came, and the country's

choice was Garfield and Arthur. They were in-

augurated March 4, 1881, as President and Vice-

President. A few months only had passed ere

the newly-chosen President was the victim of the

assassin's bullet. Then came terrible weeks of

suffering—those moments of anxious suspense,

when the hearts of all civilized nations were
throbbing in unison, longing for the recovery of

the noble, the good President. The remarkable

patience that he manifested during those hours

and weeks, and even months, of the most terrible

suffering man has ever been called upon to en-

dure, was seemingly more than human. It was

certainly, godlike. During all this period of

deepest anxiety Mr. Arthur's every move was

watched, and, be it said to his credit, that his every

action displayed only an earnest desire that the

suffering Garfield might recover to serve the re-

mainder of the term he had so auspiciously be-

gun. Not a selfish feeling was manifested in

deed or look of this man, even though the most

honored position in the world was at any moment

likely to fall to him.

At last God in his mercy relieved President

Garfield from further suffering, and the world, as

never before in its history over the death of any

other man, wept at his bier. Then it became the

duty of the Vice-President to assume the respon-

sibilities of the high office, and he took the oath

in New York, September 20, 1881. The position

was an embarrassing one to him, made doubly so

from the fact that all eyes were on him, anxious

to know what he would do, what policy he would

pursue, and whom he would select as advisers.

The duties of the office had been greatly neglected

during the President's long illness, and many im-

portant measures were to be immediately decided

by him; and to still further embarass him he did

not fail to realize under what circumstances he

became President, and knew the feelings of many

on this point. Under these trying circumstances,

President Arthur took the reins of the Govern-

ment in his own hands, and, as embarrassing as

was the condition of affairs, he happily surprised

the nation, acting so wisely that but few criticized

his administration. He served the nation well

and faithfully until the close of his administra-

tion, March 4, 1885, and was a popular candidate

before his party for a second term. His name

was ably presented before the convention at Chi-

cago, and was received with great favor, and

doubtless but for the personal popularity of one

of the opposing candidates, he would have been

selected as the standard-bearer of his party for

another campaign. He retired to private life, car-

rying with him the best wishes of the American

people, whom he had served in a manner satisfac-

tory to them and with credit to himself. One

year later he was called to his final rest.
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STEPHEN GROVER CLEVELAND.

(Stephen grover Cleveland, the

?S twenty-second President of the United States,

yjj/ was born in 1837, in the obscure town of

Caldwell, Essex County, N. J., and in a little

two-and-a-half-story white house, which is still

standing to characteristically mark the humble
birthplace of one of America's great men, in

striking contrast with the Old World, where all

men high in office must be high in origin and
born in the cradle of wealth. When the subject

of this sketch was three years of age, his father,

who was a Presbyterian minister with a large

family and a small salary, moved, by way of the

Hudson River and Erie Canal, to Fayetteville, N.
Y., in search of an increased income and a larger

field of work. Fayetteville was then the most
straggling of country villages, about five miles

from Pompey Hill, where Governor Seymour
was born.

At the last-mentioned place young Grover com-

menced going to school in the good, old-fashioned

way, and presumably distinguished himself after

the manner of all village boys—in doing the

things he ought not to do. Such is the dis-

tinguishing trait of all geniuses and independent

thinkers. When he arrived at the age of four-

teen years, he had outgrown the capacity of the

village school, and expressed a most emphatic de-

sire to be sent to an academy. To this his fa-

ther decidedly objected. Academies in those

days cost money; besides, his father wanted him
to become self-supporting by the quickest pos-

sible means, and this at that time in Fayetteville

seemed to be a position in a country store, where

his father and the large family on his hands had

considerable influence. Grover was to be paid

$50 for his services the first year, and if he proved

trustworthy he was to receive $100 the second

year. Here the lad . commenced his career as

salesman, and in two years he had earned so good

a reputation for trustworthiness that his employ-

ers desired to retain him for an indefinite length

of time.

But instead of remaining with this firm in

Fayetteville, he went with the family in their re-

moval to Clinton, where he had an opportunity

of attending a High School. Here he industri-

ously pursued, his studies until the family re-

moved with him to a point on Black River known
as the ' 'Holland Patent,

'

' a village of five or six

hundred people, fifteen miles north ofUtica, N. Y.

At this place his father died, after preaching but

three Sundays. This event broke up the family,

and Grover set out for New York City to accept,

at a small salary, the position of under-teacher

in an asylum for the blind. He taught faithfully

for two years, and although he obtained a good

reputation in this capacity, he concluded that

teaching was not his calling in life, and, revers-

ing the traditional order, he left the city to seek

his fortune, instead of going to the city. He first

thought of Cleveland, Ohio, as there was some
charm in that name for him; but before proceed-

ing to that place he went to Buffalo to ask advice

of his uncle, Lewis F. Allan, a noted stock-

breeder of that place. The latter did not speak

enthusiastically. "What is it you want to do,

my boy?" he asked. "Well, sir, I want to study

law," was the reply "Good gracious!" remarked

the old gentleman; "do you, indeed? Whatever



104 STEPHEN GROVER CLEVELAND.

put that into your head? How much money

have you got?" "Well, sir, to tell the truth, I

haven't got any."

After a long consultation, his uncle offered him

a place temporarily as assistant herd-keeper, at

$50 a year, while he could look around. One

day soon afterward he boldly walked into the of-

fice of Rogers, Bowen & Rogers, of Buffalo, and

told them what he wanted. A number of young

men were already engaged in the office, but Gro-

ver's persistency won, and he was finally per-

mitted to come as an office boy and have the use

of the law library, receiving as wages the sum of

$3 or $4 a week. Out of this he had to pay for his

board and washing. The walk to and from his

uncle's was a long and rugged one; and although

the first winter was a memorably severe one, his

shoes were out of repair, and as for his overcoat he

had none; yet he was, nevertheless, prompt and

regular. On the first day of his service there, his

senior employer threw down a copy of Black-

stone before him, with a bang that made the dust

fly, saying "That's where they all begin." A
titter ran around the little circle of clerks and

students, as they thought that was enough to

scare young Grover out of his plans; but in due

time he mastered that cumbersome volume.

Then, as ever afterward, however, Mr. Cleve-

land exhibited a talent for executiveness rather

than for, chasing principles through all their

metaphysical possibilities. ' %et us quit talking

and go and do it,
'

' was practically his motto.

The first public office to which Mr. Cleveland

was elected was that of Sheriff of Erie County,

N. Y. , in which Buffalo is situated; and in such

capacity it fell to his duty to inflict capital punish-

ment upon two criminals. In 1881 he was

elected Mayor of the City of Buffalo, on the

Democratic ticket, with especial reference to bring-

ing about certain reforms in the administration

of the municipal affairs of that city. In this of-

fice, as well as in that of Sheriff, his performance

of duty has generally been considered fair, with

possibly a few exceptions, which were ferreted

out and magnified during his Presidential cam-

paign. As a specimen of his plain language in

a veto message, we quote from one vetoing an

iniquitous street-cleaning contract: "This is a

time for plain speech, and my objection to your

action shall be plainly stated. I regard it as the

culmination of a most bare-faced, impudent and

shameless scheme to betray the interests of the

people and to worse than squander the people's

money." The New York Sun afterward very

highly commended Mr. Cleveland's administra-

tion as Mayor of Buffalo, and thereupon recom-

mended him for Governor of the Empire State.

To the latter office he was elected in 1882, and

his administration of the affairs of State was

generally satisfactory. The mistakes he made,

if any, were made very public throughout the na-

tion after he was nominated for President of the

United States. For this high office he was

nominated July 11, 1884, by the National Demo-

cratic Convention at Chicago, when other com-

petitors were Thomas F. Bayard, Roswell P.

Flower, Thomas A. Hendricks, Benjamin F.

Butler, Allen G. Thurman, etc.; and he was

elected by the people, by a majority of about a

thousand, over the brilliant and long-tried Re-

publican statesman, James G. Blaine. President

Cleveland resigned his office as Governor of New
York in January, 1885, in order to prepare for

his duties as the Chief Executive of the United

States, in which capacity his term commenced at

noon on the 4th of March, 1885.

The silver question precipitated a controversy

between those who were in favor of the continu-

ance of silver coinage and those who were op-

posed, Mr. Cleveland answering for the latter,

even before his inauguration.

On June 2, 1886, President Cleveland married

Frances, daughter of his deceased friend and part-

ner, Oscar Folsom, of the Buffalo Bar. Their

union has been blessed by the birth of two daugh-

ters. In the campaign of 1888, President Cleve-

land was renominated by his party, but the

Republican candidate, Gen. Benjamin Harrison,

was victorious. In the nominations of 1892

these two candidates for the highest position in

the gift of the people were again pitted against

each other, and in the ensuing election President

Cleveland was victorious by an overwhelming

majority.
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BENJAMIN HARRISON.

SENJAMIN HARRISON, the twenty-third

President, is the descendant of one of the

historical families of this country. The first

known head ofthe family was Maj . -Gen. Harrison,

one of Oliver Cromwell's trusted followers and

fighters. In the zenith of Cromwell' s power it be-

came the duty of this Harrison to participate in

the trial of Charles I. , and afterward to sign the

death warrant of the king. He subsequently

paid for this with his life, being hung October 13,

1660. His descendants came to America, and

the next of the family that appears in . history is

Benjamin Harrison, of Virginia, great-grandfa-

ther of the subject of this sketch, and after whom
he was named. Benjamin Harrison was a mem-

ber of the Continental Congress during the years

1774, 1775 and 1776, and was one of the original

signers of the Declaration of Independence. He
was three times elected Governor of Virginia.

Gen. William Henry Harrison, the son of the

distinguished patriot of the Revolution, after a

successful career as a soldier during the War of

1812, and with a clean record as Governor of the

Northwestern Territory, was elected President of

the United States in 1840. His career was cut

short by death within one month after his in-

auguration.

President Harrison was born at North Bend,

Hamilton County, Ohio, August 20, 1833. His

life up to the time of his graduation from Miami
University, at Oxford, Ohio, was the uneventful

one of a country lad of a family of small means.

His father was able to give him a good education,

and nothing more. He became engaged while at

college to the daughter of Dr. Scott, Principal of

a female school at Oxford. After graduating, he

determined to enter upon the study of law. He
went to Cincinnati and there read law for two

years. At the expiration of that time young Har-

rison received the only inheritance of his life—his

aunt, dying, left him a lot valued at $800. He
regarded this legacy as a fortune, and decided to

get married at once, take this money and go to

some Eastern town and begin the practice of law.

He sold his lot, and, with the money in his pocket,

he started out with his young wife to fight for a

place in the world. He decided to go to Indian-

apolis, which was even at that time a town of

promise. He met with slight encouragement at

first, making scarcely anything the first year.

He worked diligently, applying himself closely to

his calling, built up an extensive practice and

took a leading rank in the legal profession.

In i860, Mr. Harrison was nominated for the

position of Supreme Court Reporter, and then be-

gan his experience as a stump speaker. He can-
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vassed the State thoroughly, and was elected by

a handsome majority. In 1862 he raised the

Seventeenth Indiana Infantry, and was chosen its

Colonel. His regiment was composed of the raw-

est material, but Col. Harrison employed all his

time at first in mastering military tactics and drill-

ing his men, and when he came to move toward

the East with Sherman, his regiment was one of

the best drilled and organized in the army. At

Resaca he especially distinguished himself, and

jbr his bravery at Peachtree Creek he was made

a Brigadier-General, Gen. Hooker speaking of

him in the most complimentary terms.

During the absence of Gen. Harrison in the

field, the Supreme Court declared the office of

Supreme Court Reporter vacant, and another

person was elected to the position. From the

time of leaving Indiana with his regiment until

the fall of 1864 he had taken no leave of absence,

but having been nominated that year for the same

office, he got a thirty-day leave of absence, and

during that time made a brilliant canvass of the

State, and was elected for another term. He then

started to rejoin Sherman, but on the wa)' was

stricken down with scarlet fever, and after a most

trying attack made his way to the front in time to

participate in the closing incidents of the war.

In 1868 Gen. Harrison declined a re-election

as Reporter, and resumed the practice of law. In

1876 he was a candidate for Governor. Although

defeated, the brilliant campaign he made won for

him a national reputation, and he was much sought

after, especially in the East, to make speeches.

In 1880, as usual, he took an active part in the

campaign, and was elected to the United States

Senate. Here he served for six years, and was
known as one of the ablest men, best lawyers and
strongest debaters in that body. With the ex-

piration of his senatorial term he returned to the

practice of his profession, becoming the head of

one of the strongest firms in the State.'

The political campaign of 1888 was one of the

most memorable in the history of our country.

The convention which assembled in Chicago in

June and named Mr. Harrison as the chief stand-

ard-bearer of the Republican party was great in

every particular, and on this account, and the at-

titude it assumed upon the vital questions of the

day, chief among which was the tariff, awoke a

deep interest in the campaign throughout the

nation. Shortly after the nomination, delegations

began to visit Mr. Harrison at Indianapolis, his

home. This movement became popular, and from

all sections of the country societies, clubs and

delegations journeyed thither to pay their re-

spects to the distinguished statesman.

Mr. Harrison spoke daily all through the sum-

mer and autumn to these visiting delegations,

and so varied, masterly, and eloquent were his

speeches that they at once placed him in the fore-

most rank of American orators and statesmen.

Elected by a handsome majority, he served his

country faithfully and well, and in 1892 was nom-

inated for re-election; but the people demanded a

change and he was defeated by his predecessor

in office, Grover Cleveland.

On account of his eloquence as a speaker and

his power as a debater, Gen. Harrison was called

upon at an early age to take part in the dis-

cussion of the great questions that then began to

agitate the country. He was an uncompromising

anti-slavery man, and was matched against some

of the most eminent Democratic speakers of his

State. No man who felt the touch of his blade

desired to be pitted with him again. With all

his eloquence as an orator he never spoke for ora-

torical effect, but his words always went like bul-

lets to the mark. He is purely American in hi$

ideas, and is a splendid type of the American

statesman. Gifted with quick perception, a logi-

cal mind and a ready tongue, he is one of the

most distinguished impromptu speakers in the

nation. Many of these speeches sparkled with the

rarest eloquence and contained arguments of great

weight, and many of his terse statements have

already become aphorisms. Original in thought,

precise in logic, terse in statement, yet withal

faultless in eloquence, he is recognized as the

sound statesman and brilliant orator of the day.

During the last days of his administration Presi-

dent Harrison suffered an irreparable loss in the

death of his devoted wife, Caroline (Scott) Har-

rison, a lady of many womanly charms and vir-

tues. They were the parents of two children.
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HE time has arrived when it

becomes the duty of the

people of this county to per-

petuate the names of their

pioneers, to furnish a record

of their early settlement,

and relate the story of their

progress. The civilization of our

day, the enlightenment of the age

and the duty that men of the pres-

ent time owe to their ancestors, to

themselves and to their posterity,

demand that a record of their lives

and deeds should be made. In bio-

graphical history is found a power

to instruct man by precedent, to

enliven the mental faculties, and

to waft down the river of time a

safe vessel in which the names and actions of the

people who contributed to raise this country from its

primitive state may be preserved. Surely and rapidly

the great and aged men, who in their prime entered

the wilderness and claimed the virgin soil as their

heritage, are passing to their graves. The number re-

maining who can relate the incidents of the first days
rf settlement is becoming small indeed, sp that an
actual necessity exists for the collection and preser-

vation of events without delay, before all the early

settlers are cut down by the scythe of Time.
To be forgotten has been the great dread of mankind

from remotest ages. All will be forgotten soon enough,
in spite of their best works and the most earnest

efforts of their friends to perserve the memory of

their lives. The means employed to prevent oblivion

and to perpetuate their memory has been in propor-

tion to the amount of intelligence they possessed.

Th-j pyramids of Egypt were built to perpetuate the

names and deeds of their great rulers. The exhu-

mations made by the archeologists of Egypt from

buried Memphis indicate a desire of those people

to perpetuate the memory of their achievements.
The erection of the great obelisks were for the same
purpose. Coming down to a later period, we find the
Greeks and Romans erecting mausoleums and monu-
ments, and carving out statues to chronicle their

great achievements and carry them down the ages.

It is also evident that the Mound-builders, in piling

up their great mounds of earth, had but this idea

—

to leave something to show that they had lived. All

these works, though many of them costly in the ex-

treme, give but a faint idea of the lives and charac-
ters of those whose memory they were intended to

perpetuate, and scarcely anything of the masses of

the people that then lived. The great pyramids and
some of the obelisks remain objects only of curiosity;

the mausoleums, monuments and statues are crum-
bling into dust.

It was left to modern ages to establish an intelli-

gent, undecaying, immutable method of perpetuating

a full history—immutable in that it is almost un-
limited in extent and perpetual in its action ; and
this is through the art of printing.

To the present generation, however, we are in-

debted for the introduction of the admirable system

of local biography. By this system every man, thougr

he has not achieved what the world calls greatness,

has the means to perpetuate his life, his history,

through the coming ages.

The scythe of Time cuts down all ; nothing of the

physical man is left. The monument which his chil-

dren or friends may erect to his memory in the ceme>

tery will crumble into dust and pass away; but his

life, his achievements, the work he has accomplished,

which otherwise would be forgotten, is perpetuated

by a record of this kind.

To preserve the lineaments of our companions we
engrave their portraits, for the same reason we col-

lect the actainable facts of their history. Nor do we
think it necessary, as we speak only truth of them, to

wait until they are dead, or until those who know
them are gone: to do this we are ashamed only to

publish to the world the history of those whose live*

are unworthy of public record.
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MAJ. ROBERT KLOTZ, formerly a Mem-

ber of Congress, is a well known resi-

dent of Mauch Chunk. His great-grand-

father, Jacob Klotz, came to America from Wurt-

emberg, Germany, in 1749, and settled in Lowhill

Township, Northampton County (now in Lehigh

County), where in 1767 he located land. A few

years later, his son, John Klotz, married Fronia

Krous, and also located land in the same town-

ship, where he resided throughout his remaining

days. Christian Klotz, the father of our subject,

was born in 1789, and about 1814 left his native

township, settling soon afterward in Mahoning

Township, Carbon Cdunty. Therein 1816 he mar-

ried Elizabeth, the daughter of Robert MacDaniel,

whose wife was Elizabeth Kicks, a Quakeress.

Robert Klotz, their second son,'is the gentleman

whose name heads this sketch. He was born in that

part of Northampton now Carbon County, October

27, 1819, and acquired only such education as the

winter school afforded, with the exception of six

months at a private school in Easton after his

twenty-third year. At the age of twenty-four, in

1843, he was elected the first Register and Re-

corder of Carbon County. In 1846 he was chosen

Lieutenant of Company K, Second Pennsylvania

Infantry, for service in the Mexican War, and aft-

erward became Adjutant of the same regiment

under command of John W. Geary. He was with

General Scott on his triumphant march toward the

city of Mexico, and took part in the battles of

Vera Cruz and Cerro Gordo. At the latter he had

charge of the men who delivered at General Scott's

headquarters twenty thousand silver dollars in

bags, which were in a wagon captured from the

Mexicans, From the city of Jalapa, he came home
on a short furlough on important business, and on

returning took part in the memorable fight at

Puente Nacional, and a second affray at Cerro

Gordo, Huamantla (where Walker fell), Pueblo,

etc., finally reaching the city of Mexico under

Gen. Joseph Lane, on the 9th of December, 1847.

Major Klotz then joined his old command, with

which he served until the close of the war. For

his courage and bravery at the second battle of

Cerro Gordo he received honorable mention in the

reports of his superior officer to the War Depart-

ment, and to his gallantry was largely due the sue-
~

cess of the engagement at Puente Nacional in Au-

gust, 1847. Here he was temporarily placed un-

der arrest for refusing to obey orders to spike a

cannon and retreat, the cannon being manned by

himself and another officer. The curt and em-

phatic reply of Lieutenant Klotz was that he did

not come to Mexico to spike cannon. The next

morning he was relieved from arrest, as he was the

only man under Major Lally's command that had

ever been on the hills of Cerro Gordo, and in com-

mand of Company C, of the Regular Army, under

Henderson's command, he successfully dislodged

the enemy.

After his return to his home at Mauch Chunk,

Major Klotz served two terms as a member of the

Pennsylvania Legislature, and in 1854 removed

to Kansas in response to an invitation from Gov-

ernor Reeder of that territory. He was a promi-

nent and active participant in the stirring scenes

and events during the period immediately preced-



118 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

ing the admission of Kansas as a state. He located

in the town of Pawnee, and there built the first

hotel in western Kansas. This house became a

noted stopping place for persons representing both

parties engaged in the free-state and anti-free-

state discussions. The first session of the Legisla-

ture was moved from Shawnee Mission to Pawnee.

Major Klotz was a member of the historic Topeka

Constitutional Convention, was the first to sign

the constitution, and after its adoption became

the first Secretary of State under Governor Rob-

inson's administration. In 1856 he was a mem-

ber of the celebrated Committee of Safety to pro-

tect the state from invasion, and was appointed

Brigadier-General of the state troops at Lawrence,

where he was associated with Dietzler, Gaines,

Jenkins, Robinson and others. He exerted a

strong influence in securing Topeka as the capital

of Kansas.

Again returning to»his native state, Major Klotz

served as Treasurer of Carbon County for one

term, and at the opening of the Civil War entered

the Federal army for three months' service under

General Patterson. In 1862 he was chosen Col-

onel of the Nineteenth Pennsylvania Regiment of

Emergency Troops at the time of Lee's first inva-

sion of Pennsylvania. Since the war he has been

successful in conducting a number of business en-

terprises, and is one of the Board of Managers of

the Lafiin & Rand Powder Coropanyof New York.

For a number of years he was a Trustee and is

now an honorary Trustee of the Lehigh Univer-

sity. In 1878 he was elected to Congress on the

Democratic ticket from the Eleventh Pennsylvania

District, receiving eighty-two hundred and eleven

votes against eighty-one hundred and sixteen for

the Republican, fifty-one hundred and seventy-

three for the Greenback, and forty-one hundred
and forty-five for the independent Democratic
candidate. Two years later, when re-elected, his

majority was eighty-three hundred and forty-

seven votes. He served on the Committee of

Mines and Mining, and on the District of Colum-
bia. In Congress he obtained influence among
the members on account of his practical views and
his business-like force. During the extra session of

that Congress, he prepared and introduced a bill

for pensioning soldiers and the families of de-

ceased soldiers of the Mexican War. The provi-

sions of this bill eventually passed both houses

and became a law.. General Klotz is one of the

Vice-Presidents of the National Association of

Mexican Veterans, and takes a deep interest in

looking after the comforts and welfare of his sur-

viving comrades of the war with Mexico.

In 1849 Major Klotz was married to Sallie,

daughter of Col. John Lentz; and to them was

born one son, Lentz Edmund, who was married in

April, 1879, to Emma E. Laubacb, daughter of

Joseph Laubach, of Bethlehem, Pa. The General's

wife and son are both now deceased, and he was

left with his four grandchildren, Sallie L., Robert

L., Mabel E. and Lentz Edmund, and their mother

to cheer him in his declining years at his beautiful

home in the picturesque town of Mauch Chunk.

TT'V DWIN SENSINGER is one of the School

I ty
Directors of Franklin Township, Carbon

County, and is the owner of a good farm

within the limits of the same township. He has

also acted in the capacities of Road Supervisor and

Township Overseer of the Poor. Politically he

votes for Democratic nominees, and is a man who

lends his influence to all improvements which will

benefit the community in which he dwells.

A native of Lehigh County, Mr. Sensinger was

born December 6, 1830, his parents being Daniel

and Salome (Kraus) Sensinger, who were likewise

born in that county. The former, it is supposed,

was a soldier in the War of 1812, though the in-

formation on that subject is not entirely satisfac-

tory. He came from a family who were early set-

tlers of the Lehigh Valley and who were prominent

in its development. The early years of our subject

were passed on his father's farm, and his time was

devoted to assisting in its cultivation.

When seventeen years of age Mr. Sensinger be-

gan learning the carpenter's trade, which he fol-

lowed for the next seven years of his life. After-
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ward he was for a short time employed in running

a saw and grist mill. Since that time he has been

engaged in farming, and in the spring of 1857 re-

moved to this county, settling on the farm which

he still cultivates and owns. This place comprises

seventy-six acres of fertile and valuable land

which is adapted to the raising of all kinds of

grain and contains a good orchard, with many va-

rieties of fruit. The owner has succeeded well as

an agriculturist and has made a good living for

himself and family, besides laying away a suffi-

cient sum with which to pass in comfort his de-

clining years.

In 1855 Mr. Sensinger was married in Lehigh

County to Caroline, daughter of Henry Guyer,

who is now deceased. To our subject and his wife

has been born a daughter, Laura A. Two years

after their marriage they removed to this town-

ship, where they have made their home and where

they number hosts of friends, who hold' them in

high esteem.

The early education of Mr. Sensinger was lim-

ited to that obtainable in the district schools of

that early period. Not content with the knowl-

'

edge-there gained, however, by reading and obser-

vation and by years of study he has become well

informed on general topics. Besides serving in

the public capacities to which we have already re-

ferred, he was for three years one of the Commis-

sioners of Carbon County and has been very influ-

ential in local affairs. Religiously he is a member

of the Lutheran Church, to which denomination

his wife also belongs.

FREDERICK LEUCKEL, a retired butcher

of Lehighton, and one of the wealthy

and respected citizens, claims Germany as

the land of his birth, which occurred in Hessen,

on the 15th of November, 1807. His parents were

John and Eliza Leuckel. In accordance with the

laws of his native land, he attended the public

schools until fourteen years of age. At the age of

sixteen he began learning the trade of a butcher

in Amsterdam, Holland, where he remained for a

period of seven years. In his twenty-third year,

he boarded a sailing-vessel bound for America, and
after a voyage of one hundred and thirty days

landed at New York City.

For a short time Mr. Leuckel was employed in

a sugar factory in New York, after which he re-

moved to Easton, Northampton County, where he

opened a meat market, and engaged in business

for himself. He was there married to Miss Lucetta

Lenzler, who was born in Germany, but who came
to the United States during her early girlhood.

In 1834 they removed to Lehighton, where Mr.

Leuckel again established a meat market. His

business increased, and he sold to the retail trade

from eighteen to twenty beeves per week. In that

line of business he continued until April, 1875,

when he retired to private life. He began busi-

ness with a cash capital of only $40. and from a

humble position, steadily worked his way upward

to one of affluence. As his financial resources in-

creased, he not only enlarged his market, but also

made judicious investments in other enterprises,

becoming connected with various interests. He
owns considerable property and is a stockholder

in the Lehighton Bank, the First National Bank,

the Second National Bank of Mauch Chunk, and

the First National Bank of Catasauqua.

Mr. and Mrs. Leuckel became the parents of six

children, three sons and three daughters: John,

who is engaged in the sanitary business in Tren-

ton, N. J.; Emma, wife of Samuel Morris, a resi-

dent of Aspen, Colo.; Fred, who makes his home

in the same place; Tillie C, a widow living at

home; Alfred K., who is also located in Trenton,

N. J., and Louisa, now Mrs. Bowman, of Trenton,

N. J. The mother of this family was called to her

final rest in March, 1884. She was an active and

consistent member of the Evangelical Society, and

was a most estimable lady, whose loss is deeply

mourned throughout the community.

Mr. Leuckel has been a member of the same

church for half a century. In his political views

he is a Democrat, and supports the men and meas-

ures of that party, but has never sought or de-

sired political preferment for himself. His life has
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been an honorable and upright one. He is straight-

forward in all business dealings, and through

well directed efforts, industry and good manage-

ment he has won a handsome propert}', becoming

one of the wealthy citizens of Lehighton. It was

a fortunate day for him when he decided to emi-

grate to America, for he has found a pleasant

home, gained many friends and secured a hand-

some competency, which now enables him to live

retired, resting in the enjoyment of the fruits of

his former toil.
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JOHN SEABOLDT is a worthy representative

of the business interests of Lehighton, and

carries on operations as a real-estate and in-

surance agent. He has the honor of being a

native of the Keystone State, for his birth occurred

in Chester County, on the 23d of October, 1845.

His father, John Seaboldt, was also born in Penn-

sylvania, and the grandfather, Henry Seaboldt, was
one of the pioneers of Chester County. The fam-
ily is of Scotch and English descent. The father

was a farmer during his early life, but afterward

engaged in business as a merchant tailor, his ener-

gies being devoted to that work for many years.

His last days were spent in Lehighton, where his

death occurred in 1891. His wife, who bore the

maiden name of Mary A. Sherren, died in Lehigh-
ton in the year 1889. This worthy couple were
the parents of nine children, four of whom are yet
living.

John Seaboldt.was the eighth in order of birth

in this family. No event of special importance
occurred during his early boyhood days, which
were passed amidst play and work and in attend-
ance at the public schools of his native county.
He afterward pursued his studies in the schools of

Philadelphia, and then entered upon his business

career in the mercantile establishment of D. J.

Lincoln & Co., in Birdsboro, Berks County, Pa.
He served as salesman and superintendent of that

store for the long period of eleven years, and his

faithfulness and efficiency made him one of its

most trusted employes. He was absent from the

store for only one year, during which time he was

numbered among the boys in blue. Feeling that

his country needed his services, he followed the

promptings of his patriotic spirit and enlisted as a

member of Company I, Forty-second Pennsylvania

Infantry. He took part in the battle of Antietam

and several lesser engagements, and when his term

had expired, was honorably discharged.

Mr. Seaboldt then returned to his old position

with the firm of D. J. Lincoln & Co. On sever-

ing his connection with that concern, he became

bookkeeper for the Lehigh Valley Railroad Com-

pany at Packerton, where he remained for three

years. On the expiration of that period he came to

Allentown, Pa., where he embarked in the manu-

facture of boots and shoes, being a member of the

firm of John E. Lentz & Co.- On the death of his

father-in-law, Thomas Kemerer, he came to Lehigh-

ton to settle up the Kemerer estate and take charge

of the business at this place. Mr. Kemerer was

President of the National Bank, and was engaged

in the insurance business, to which Mr. Seaboldt

succeeded. He has since carried on operations

along that line, and has also dealt in real estate.

As an insurance agent he represents various com-

panies in the east, and also foreign companies.

Mr. Seaboldt was married in 1872, Miss Emma
Kemerer becoming his wife. She is a most esti-

mable lady, of cultured manner, and her friends

throughout the community are many. Both our

subject and his wife are members of the Episcopal

Church, and in politics Mr. Seaboldt is an active

and stanch Republican, doing all in his power to

promote the growth and insure the success of his

party. He has frequently served as a delegate to

state conventions, and was elector of the National

Convention at the time of the nomination of James

G. Blaine, in 1884.

In connection with his other business interests,

Mr. Seaboldt is now a stockholder in the Lehigh-

ton National Bank, and has been President of the

Lehighton Land Company since its organization

in 1890. He is also Secretary of the Lehighton

Cemetery. Prominent in business circles, he has
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the respect and confidence of all with whom he has

been brought into contact, and is now numbered

among the valued and leading citizens of Le-

highton.

0#P '
-

Pi SEMMEL, who is a manufacturer of

coaches and carriages in Slatington, is (as

was also his father, John Semmel) a na-

tive of Lehigh County, and was born April 11,

1835. His grandfather's name was Tobias, and

great-grandfather Schneck came from Frankfort-

on-the-Main and settled in Lehigh County in an

early day in its history. Our subject's mother

was in her girlhood Marie Reinsmith, and was the

daughter of Rev. Henry Reinsmith. She was also

a native of Pennsylvania, having been born in

Weisenburg Township, Lehigh County. Her de-

cease occurred at the advanced age of eighty-four

years.

Mr. Semmel spent the days of his boyhood in

Lehigh County, there receiving such an education

as was to be obtained in the common schools of

those days, but at the early age of eleven years ho

started out in life for himself, and on reaching his

seventeenth year was apprenticed to learn carriage

making under Peter Seipp, of Seipstown, in which

place he continued for two and a-half years.

Later Mr. Semmel went to Deibertsville, Hei-

delberg Township, and opened a shop, remaining

in that place two years. Afterward he went to

Saegersville, where he conducted a shop until 1873.

January 1 of that year, he came to Slatington

and opened a shop, which he has since conducted

very successfully with a constantly increasing pat-

ronage. His coaches and carriages are of a very

superior quality and by their worth recommend

themselves to the public.

In 1857 Miss Maria Muthara, of Lehigh County,

became the wife of our subject. She passed to the

home beyond, leaving six sons and two daughters,

as follows: Isadore J., John A., Howard S., Charles

B., Agnes M., Robert J., Oliver J. and Cora. Mr.

Semmel's second marriage united him with Miss

L. J. Hankee, of Northampton County, and they

became the parents of seven children, six of whom
are still living. Lily is deceased, and the others

are Mamie, Lottie, Mattie, Palmer, Ioa and Walter.

Mr. Semmel is a member of the Lutheran Church

and his wife is affiliated with the Reformed Church.

In politics he is a prominent Republican and an

influential citizen. He has served in the Town
Council two terms and always uses the weight of

his influence on the side of progress and public

improvement. They have in their parlor an old

spinning wheel, used for spinning flax, which was

brought from Germany by his ancestors over one

hundred years ago.

i4M'@)®m

JONAS GERMAN. The publishers of the

Record would fail in their object of present-

ing to their readers a review of the lives of

the most prominent citizens of the county,

were they to omit that of Jonas German, a success-

ful merchant, hotelman and miller of New Tripoli,

Lehigh County. He was born in this county in

1823, and is the son of Jacob and Catherine

(Stemmler) German, also natives of the Keystone

State. Grandfather German, who is said to have

been born in the Fatherland, emigrated to Amer-

ica and located in Lehigh County, occupying an

honored place among its old pioneers.

Our subject was reared to man's estate on his

father's farm in this county, and not having the

advantages offered the youth of the present day

for obtaining an education, is mainly self edu-

cated. Following in the footsteps of his father,

in his earlier years he carried on agricultural pur-

suits in Heidelberg Township, until 1868, when he

removed to New Tripoli and drifted into the hotel

and mercantile business. After carrying on these

combined occupations for about two years, he re-

turned to his farm, where he resided for five years.

We next find him living in New Tripoli, where he

again associated himself with mercantile interests,

and where he has continued to make his home to
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the present time. He has been extremely success-

ful in all liis undertakings, and in 1893 purchased

the grist mill at this place. Although the plant

does both custom and merchant work, Mr. German

makes a specialty of the latter, and is carrying on

a flourishing business in that line. In addition to

the enterprises already mentioned, our subject is

the proprietor of a seventy-acre tract of land in

Heidelberg Township, which bears all the improve-

ments which one would expect to find on the

estate of an enterprising and wide-awake man.

Mr. German is also a Director in the Allentown

National Bank, with which he has been connected

for about fifteen years.

The lady to whom our subject was married in

1851 was Miss Maria Harter, a native of Heidel-

berg Township, and the daughter of Jacob Harter,

formerly a resident of that locality, but now de-

ceased. Their union has been blessed by the birth

of four children, three of whom survive, viz.:

Sophia, the wife of Frank P. Beck, Postmaster of

Lowhill; Henry W., a resident of New Tripoli; and

Louisa, the wife of James A. Miller. The latter

has been Justice of the Peace for many years, and

is engaged in the mercantile business with our

subject.

Mrs. German departed this life in 1888, firm in

the faith of the Lutheran Church. Our subject

also belongs to that denomination, and has served

in several official capacities. He is public spirited

and deeply interested in all movements which

promise to advance the material or moral prosper-

ity of the citizens.

James A. Miller, a son-in-law of our subject,

was born May 3, 1863, in Lynn Township, to Reu-

ben and Sarah (Mantz) Miller, both natives of this

county. They make their home in this township.

Here Mr. Miller was reared to manhood, and at-

tended the district school, which was taught on
the subscription plan. He began, teaching school

when only seventeen years of age, and after fol-

lowing this for two years, engaged in clerking in

the store of our subject, with whom he has been

continuously up to the present time, and is man-
ager of the establishment.

Mr. Miller is now serving his second term as

Justice of the Peace; he was elected to that posi-

tion when only twenty-two years of age, and was

probably the youngest Justice of the Peace in the

state. He is a stanch Democrat in politics, and

has represented his party many times in the state

conventions. He weighs carefully all matters

brought before him for consideration, and when

once he has arrived at a decision, is firm in adher-

ing to the same. His fellow-men hold him in

good repute as a man of intelligence, uprightness

and cordial spirit. He was married in 1881 to

Miss Louisa German, who was born September 25,

1858. They have one child, a son, Ralph E.

Mr. Miller is a working member of the Reformed

Church, in which he officiates as Deacon. He is

also connected with the Junior Order of United

American Mechanics, holding membership with

Council No. 204, at New Tripoli. Mr. Miller is a

Mason of high standing, belonging to Slatington

Lodge No. 440; Blue Mountain Lodge No. 249, at

Steinsville, and Washington Camp No. 380, P. 0.

S. of A., at the above place.

j^.^.^.^.,;
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f~J OL. JOHN CRAIG. With the history of

yy the Lehigh Valley no family has been more

intimately associated than that which is

worthily represented by the subject of this sketch.

The first of the name in this country emigrated

hither from Ireland about the close of the seven-

teenth century and settled in' Philadelphia. Thence

in 1728 Col. Thomas Craig removed to Northamp-

ton County and settled in what was afterward

known as Craig's or the Irish Settlement. This

tract of land was owned by William Penn, after

whose death it came into the possession of his son,

Thomas.

The name of Col. Thomas Craig appears upon

the roll of the Synod of Philadelphia for the first

time in 1731, and by it we learn that he occupied

the office of Elder. As it was in the year 1731

that the Presbyterian Church was organized in

the settlement, it may therefore be supposed that

he was the original Elder. His son, Thomas, was

but a lad when his father came to this place. Dur-
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ing his boyhood years he assisted in clearing the

land and tilling the soil, and after attaining man-

hood he engaged in farming for himself.

The next in line of descent was Thomas Craig,

who was born in 1740. At the breaking out of

the Pennamite War, in 1771, he was made a Lieu-

tenant in the Pennsylvania militia, and his record

was that of a gallant and faithful officer. At the

opening of the Revolutionary War he was an act-

ive champion of the Colonies, and on the 5th of

January, 1776, was commissioned Captain, being

assigned to Colonel St. Clair's Pennsylvania Bat-

talion. After several engagements in the Cana-

dian campaign he was promoted to the rank of

Major in September, 1776, and in the summer of

the following year became Colonel of the Third

Pennsylvania Regiment. Under command of Gen-

eral Washington he did good service in New Jer-

sey, and subsequently took part in the battles of

Brandywine and Germantown.

Mrs. Lydia Darrach, of Philadelphia, at whose

house General Howe made his headquarters, se-

cretly learning of the General's intended attack

on Washington's army, then in camp at White

Marsh, fourteen miles from the city, conveyed the

information through Colonel Craig, so that the

Colonial army was saved from a surprise and deadly

attack. Colonel Craig remained with the army at

Valley Forge, and from that place, April 12, 1778,

addressed a letter strongly appealing for clothing

for the soldiers and showing their destitute con-

dition in that respect. In the battle of Monmouth

his regiment was conspicuous for gallantry and

was in the thickest of the fight.

At the close of the war Colonel Craig returned

to Northampton County, of which he was ap-

pointed Lieutenant in July, 1783. In 1784 Mont-

gomery County was formed from Philadelphia,

and he was appointed Associate Judge, Clerk of

the Courts, and Recorder, all of which positions

he held until 1789. He then settled in the vicin-

ity of Stembersville, in Towamensing Township

(at that time in Northampton, now in Carbon

County). For several years he was Major-Gcneral

of the Seventh Division Pennsylvania Militia.

His death occurred in 1832, at the age of ninety-

two years. It is said of him that he possessed

superior qualities of head and heart, being keen in

discrimination, sagacious, brave in danger, quick

to conceive and prompt to execute—a man fitted

to lead an army against a powerful foe.

In the family of the above-named gentleman

the second child was Thomas, father of our sub-

ject. He was born in Stembersville in 1796, and

in youth received such educational advantages as

the neighborhood afforded. For many years he

engaged as a hotel keeper, and also conducted a

general farming and lumbering business at Lehigh

Gap. In 1828 he was Captain of the home militia

light horse or cavalry. Thomas Craig was first

married to Miss Kuntz, by whom he had one son,

Thomas. His second wife was Catherine, daugh-

ter of John Hagenbach, then proprietor of a hotel

at Lehighton. They became the parents of six

children, to whom they gave the benefit of wise

home training and good educational advantages.

Thomas, now deceased, represented his district

four years in the House of Representatives and

three years in the Senate. Eliza is the wife of

Gen. Charles Heckman, an officer in the Mexican

and Civil Wars, now residing in Germantown, Pa.

Hon. Allen Craig, for many years a leading attor-

ney of Mauch Chunk, is now serving as District

Judge. William resides in Nebraska. Robert is

a graduate of West Point Military Academy, and

is now a Captain in the regular army stationed at

Washington, D. C.

The subject of this sketch is the next to the

eldest in the family circle, and was born in Carbon

County, Pa., October 23, 1831. In boyhood he

attended the schools of the district, and in 1850

went to Easton, Pa., where his education was com-

pleted at the private school conducted by Rev.

John Vanderveer. After the death of his father,

in 1858, he gave some time to the settlement of the

estate, and also continued the management of the

business conducted by his father. When the Civil

War broke out, he was one of the first volunteers

in the defense of the Government. In April of

1861 he was enrolled for three months' service in

the Sixth Pennsylvania Infantry, and with his

regiment he took part in the military operations

in Virginia and Maryland.

August 30, 1861, our subject enlisted in Com-
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pany N, Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry,

which was afterward merged into Company C,

One Hundred and Forty-seventh Pennsylvania In-

fantry. Among the engagements in which he par-

ticipated were those of Chancellorsville, Gettys-

burg, Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, Ring-

gold, Chattanooga, and the various skirmishes from

Atlanta to the sea under General Sherman, includ-

ing the battle of Peach Tree Creek. Enlisting as

a Captain, he was promoted successively to the

rank of Major, Lieutenant-Colonel and Colonel.

He participated in the Grand Review in Washing-

ton, and was honorably discharged in July, 1865.

Resuming the life of a civilian, Colonel Craig

formed a partnership with his brother in the gen-

eral mercantile business, the firm title being J. &
W. Craig. As such they conducted business at

Lehigh Gap until the year 1882, since which time

the Colonel has been sole proprietor. In addition

to this establishment, he also deals in coal and

handles lumber and fertilizers. In 1866-67 he

contracted for and built four and a-half miles of

the Lehigh and Susquehanna Railroad, which was

in course of construction at that time. Since the

organization of the National Bank of Slatington,

in 1875, he has been one of its Directors. He has

been President of the Carbon Metallic Paint Com-

pany since 1880. For five years or more he served

as School Director, for many years has been Post-

master of Lehigh Gap, and for two years, from

1884 to 1886, represented his district in the Lower

House of the State Legislature. Politically he is

a Democrat. Socially he belongs to the Loyal

Legion of Pennsylvania, at Philadelphia, and Chap-

man Post No. 61, G. A. R., at Mauch Chunk.

In the fall of 1866 Colonel Craig married Miss

Emma, daughter of Philip and Henrietta Insley,

who lived upon a farm at the Irish settlement

near Bath, Northampton County. They are the

parents of eight children, as follows: Thomas,

Charles, P. Insley, H. Tindale; Henrietta, wife of

T. Griffin; Mary, Allen D. and John D. (deceased).

In social circles the family is highly respected.

Every measure which has in view the promoting

of the welfare of the citizens and the interests of

the county finds in Colonel Craig a hearty sup-

porter. He has a well balanced mind, is sensible

and shrewd, and fairness and justice characterize

all his business transactions. A man of probity

and honor, his life has been characterized by a

desire to promote the welfare of his fellow-men, as

well as his own personal advancement.

i*HHHBi£C5o"

J7> DWARD H. RAUCH, one of the prominent

1^ C\ citizens of Mauch Chunk, was born in

Lititz, Lancaster County, Pa., July 19,

1820, and was educated at the Beck Academy at

that place. At the age of fifteen he became an ap-

prentice to the cabinet-maker's trade in Lancaster

and in 1840 he went to Mullica Hill, N. J., and

although only twenty years of age, took an im-

portant part in the memorable Presidential cam-

paign, supporting "Tippecanoe and Tyler too."

In 1842 he returned to his native county, and fol-

lowed his trade until 1844, when he was appointed

Deputy Prothonotary of Lancaster County, and in

1848 was appointed Deputy Register, serving three

years. In that year he was also sent as delegate

to the "Whig County Convention by the "Woolly

Head" faction, and supported Thaddeus Stevens

for his first Congressional term, when he won the

nomination by a single vote.

In 1851 a stock company was formed, chiefly

under the leadership of Mr. Stevens, to publish a

weekly and daily paper at Lancaster, the Inde-

pendent Whig and Inland Daily, representing the

anti-slavery element of the Whig party, and Hon.

Edward McPherson and E. H. Rauch were ap-

pointed editors and conductors of the paper. In

1854 our subject sold his interest in the establish-

ment and started the Lehigh Valley Times at Beth-

lehem, which he disposed of in 1857, purchasing the

Mauch Chunk Gazette. In 1859 he was elected one

of the Transcribing Clerks of the Pennsylvania

House of Representatives, and at the session of the

following year was elected Chief Clerk of the House,

and was re-elected in 1861 and 1862. His last elec-

tion was under peculiar circumstances. In the fall

of 1861 he recruited an infantry company at Mauch
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Chunk, and was mustered in as Captain in No-

vember. He joined the Eleventh Regiment, com-

manded by Col. Richard Coulter. At that time

he was yet clerk of the House, but going into the

army, he deemed it sufficient notice that he would

not be a candidate for re-election. On the first

Monday in January, 1862, when the regiment was

in winter quarters at Annapolis, he obtained leave

of absence for six days to enable him to perform

his last duty as the retiring Clerk. On his arrival

in Harrisburg, he was surprised to learn that he

had been nominated for another election by a

coalition of Republicans and war Democrats. He
finally consented to the re-election upon the con-

dition that he could resign and rejoin the regi-

ment within five days in case of failure to obtain

formal leave to serve during the session. Such

leave was granted and he served, but devoted all

his spare time between sessions to his company at

Annapolis.

Mr. Rauch was wounded at the second battle

of Bull Run, which occurred in August, 1862,

but rejoined his regiment in time to participate in

the engagement at Fredericksburg on the 13th of

December. Several days later he was attacked

with rheumatism, which became more and more in-

tense until he was totally disabled, and in March,

1863, was discharged. He has been a very severe

sufferer since then, and both hands, feet and knees

are crippled for life.

On his return from the army Mr. Ranch found

his printing establishment all run down, but in-

stead of reconstructing and endeavoring to win

back success, he was induced to go to Reading and

start a paper there; but he gave it up after two

years, the venture proving a failure. In May,

1868, in partnership with Thomas Cochran, of

Lancaster, he established a Republican campaign

paper called Father Abraham. It became very

popular owing to the Pennsylvania Dutch letters

of Pitt Schweffelrenner, and reached a circulation

of fifteen thousand, but soon after the campaign

ended it was discontinued. Mr. Rauch then be-

came city editor of the Morning Beview, but sev-

eral years later its owner failed, and in 1872 he

joined the liberal Republican movement for Gree-

ley, serving during that campaign as one of the

Secretaries of the Liberal State Committee, subor-

dinate to Col. A. K. McClure as Chairman. In

1876 he supported S. J. Tilden for President, and

made forty-six speeches in Lancaster County.

In September, 1878, when Hon. Robert Klotz

was first candidate for Congress, the editor of the

Mauch Chunk Democrat being his personal enemy,

Mr. Rauch was induced to take charge of the Car-

bon County Democrat, and conduct it until after

the election, reserving the right then to retire or

buy the establishment at first cost. He did the

latter, and continued, its publication until 1882,

when the two papers were merged under the pro-

prietorship of E. H. Rauch & Son, who still own

the same. In December, 1893, they established the

Daily News in connection with the weekly, and the

latter paper is meeting with good success. For

many years Mr. Rauch has enjoyed a high reputa-

tion in this and other states as an expert in hand-

writing, and as such he has during a period of

nearly forty years attended to cases of disputed

handwriting in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New
York, Kentucky, Virginia, and Washington, D. C.

<X.********-w**%!fe************y>

J
FRANK SCHLOSSER. In a record com-

prising the history of the substantial business

men of Lehigli County, the name of Mr.

Schlosser cannot properly be omitted. He

is the owner of the marble and granite works

located at Neffsville, which under his judicious

management are found to be very profitable. They

were established in 1870 by our subject, who man-

ufactures all kinds of tombstones, marble and

granite monuments and everything included in

his line of work. He is a very skilful workman,

and his sales amount to about $3,000 per annum.

Our subject was born in this county May 29,

1851, which is also the native place of his parents,

Stephen and Eliza (Jacobs) Schlosser. The family

is well known throughout this section, and the

first church which was erected in Unionville was

named in honor of the family, Schlosser 's Church.
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Stephen's surviving children are: Fiana, who is

the wife of E. Remely; William, Benjamin, Henry,

Abraham, J. Frank and Oswell.

J. Frank Schlosser prosecuted his studies in the

public schools of his native township, and in 1867

began learning the trade of a marble-cutter, serv-

ing an apprenticeship at Slatington. After being

thus employed for two years, he set out as a journey-

man and was so successful in accumulating money

that he was very soon enabled to establish in busi-

ness on his own account. While he has devoted his

attention mainly to his trade, he has not been un-

mindful of his duties as a citizen, and has main-

tained a deep interest in all matters of, local and

national importance. In politics he advocates the

principles of the Republican party.

Mr. Schlosser was married May 15, 1871, to Miss

Ellen Andrews, and on her decease chose as his

second companion Miss Josephine Kistler. By his

first marriage he became the father of a daughter,

Martha J. Our subject is a valued member of the

Reformed Church, in which he has been Deacon

and Treasurer. Besides his marble works he owns

fifteen acres of well cultivated land and good res-

idence property.

T~7> F. LUCKENBACH is a dealer in books,

1"^ C) stationery, wall paper and paints in Mauch

Chunk, and has a well appointed store,

supplied with everything found in a first-class es-

tablishment of the kind. He is always straightfor-

ward and honorable in his dealings, and his well

directed efforts and courteous treatment of his cus-

tomers have brought him a liberal patronage.

Mr. Luckenbach is a native of Northampton

County, born in the vicinity of Bethlehem in 1842.

His father was also a native of the same locality,

and was a blacksmith by occupation. He also en-

gaged in other lines of business, and made his

home in Northampton County throughout nearly

his entire life. In 1893 he was called to the home

beyond. His wife, who is still living, bore the

maiden name of Catherine Boyer, and is a i

ter of Isaac Boyer, who was one of the pioneer set-

tlers of Northampton County.

The gentleman whose name heads this record

spent the days of his boyhood and youth near

Bethlehem, and acquired his education in the pub-

lic and high schools of that place, after which be

began to earn his own livelihood by working at

house and sign painting and frescoing in Bethle-

hem. There he remained until 1861, when he came

to Mauch Chunk, and worked at his trade until

1866 in the employ of others. He then began bus-

iness for himself, and continued operations as a

painter, paper-hanger andfrescoer until 1877, in

which year he leased the store building at No. 61

Broadway, and opened up a stock of wall paper,

paints and everything necessary for that line of

trade. He takes contracts for the exterior and in-

terior finishing of houses, and employs from six to

twenty men. He also at this time put in a stock

of miscellaneous books, fine stationery, blank books,

fancy goods and toys, and everything pertaining

to a first-class stock in these lines.

In 1865 Mr. Luckenbach was united in marriage

with Miss Mary, daughter of Peter Deremer, one

of the oldest and most highly respected citizens of

Mauch Chunk. Four children grace this union,

three sons and a daughter, namely: Albert H., Har-

riet L., William F. and Charles C.

Our subject is a progressive and public-spirited

citizen, and has ever given his support to those en-

terprises which are calculated to advance the gen-

eral welfare. He was elected a member of the

City Council, which position he filled for three

years,, and has been Secretary of the Upper Mauch

Chunk Water Company since its organization some

twenty-one years ago. He manifested his loyalty to

the Government during the late war by entering

the Union service as a member of Company C,

One Hundred and Twenty-ninth Pennsylvania In-

fantry, the regiment being commanded by Col.

Jacob G. Frick. The regiment was assigned to the

Army of the Potomac, Humphrey's Third Division,

Fifth Army Corps. Mr. Luckenbach enlisted in

May, 1863, participated in the battles of Freder-

icksburg and Chancellorsville, together with other

engagements of lesser importance, and at the end
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of his term of enlistment was honorably discharged

from the service. He is a charter member of L.

F. Chapman Post No. 61, G. A. R.; was twice its

Commander, and has filled all of its other offices.

He also belongs to the Knights of Honor and the

Royal Arcanum. In his business he has met with

success, his perseverance, industry and good man-

agement gaining for him a handsome competence.

<X;^.»»»»4"»»»»»jg|-H'»*»»»'H"M"»30

HENRY D. SNYDER is the popular and

genial station agent at Parryville, Car-

bon County, in the employ of the Lehigh

Valley Railroad. He comes from one of the very

old families of the Lehigh Valley. His paternal

great-grandfather was a soldier in the War of the

Revolution, and the Moser ancestors were also

among the early settlers of Lehigh County.

The birth of our subject occurred in Carbon

County, December 13, 1853. His parents are Na-

than H. and Esther (Moser) Snyder, both of whom

were born in Lehigh County, and are now resi-

dents of Franklin Township. The father was

originally a gunsmith, but later in life turned his

attention to blacksmithing. He was born in 1817,

and is one of the worthy old citizens of this neigh-

borhood. The youth of our subject was passed on

a farm, and until fifteen years old he worked with

his father in his blacksmith shop. On New Year's

Day, 1868, he met with a great misfortune by ac-

cidentally [shooting his hand, thus necessitating

the loss of that useful member. He was edu-

cated in the district schools and for a short time

attended Dickinson Seminary at Williamsport,

this state. Afterward he was for several sessions a

student in the Keystone Normal School, and still

later in the select school at Normal Square, con-

ducted by Prof. Thomas Balliet. These schools he

attended during the intervals of his teaching. For

a number of years he was thus employed, with the

exception of a few months each year.

For about two years Mr. Snyder studied .law

with Joseph Kalbfus, of Mauch Chunk, and in his

nineteenth year took up telegraphy in the employ

of the road with which he is now connected. In

1880 he was appointed station agent at Parryville,

which has been his place of residence for the past

fourteen years. He is a representative Republican,

and is now serving his third term as Justice of the

Peace. As one who has always been greatly inter-

ested in educational affairs he has served on the

Board of Education of this place and is now the

Treasurer of that honorable body. At various

times he has also served as President and as Secre-

tary of the Board.

In 1823 Mr. Snyder married Eliza A., daughter

of Solomon Solt, formerly of Franklin Township.

Three sons have been born of their union, in order

of birth as follows: Earl H., Ira H. and Herbert B.

The parents are members of St. John's Reformed

Church of Parryville, in which Mr. Snyder is now

officiating as Deacon, and also holds the positions

of Secretary and Treasurer on the board of officers.

When the church was under construction, Mr.

Snyder was Treasurer of the Building Committee,

and is Superintendent and Treasurer of the Sun-

day-school. Moreover he is Secretary of the Joint

Consistory of the Towamensing charge of his de-

nomination.

dzmez

REV. NERI FRANKLIN PETERS, Pastor

of the St. John's Reformed Church at

Slatington, is a native of North White-

hall Township, Lehigh County, Pa., having been

born in a farm house between Unionville and

Schnecksville, May 19, 1857. The family is of

Swiss ancestry, and its earliest representative in

America, so far as known, bore the name of Casper

Peters. Coming from Switzerland to this country,

he entered three hundred acres of land between

Unionville and Slatington about the year 1742.

The grandparents of our subject, Daniel and

Maria (Fenstermacher) Peters, had three sons and

four daughters, namely: Monroe, Neri, Daniel, Sa-

bina, Maria, Julia and Amelia. The second of the

sons was the father of our subject, now a retired

farmer residing in the village of Egypt, South
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Whitehall Township, Lehigh County. He was

born in 1828, and has spent his life principally in

the locality where he now resides.

The mother of our subject, Sarah Anna, is the

only daughter of Jacob and Anna (Henninger)

Graul, and was born in South Whitehall Township,

Lehigh County, Pa., August 21, 1836. An earnest

Christian woman, it was her endeavor to rear her

children in sound religious principles and in the

nurture and admonition of the Lord. Especially

was this the case with her first-born son. The prin-

cipal tutorship in learning to read and write the

German language was exercised by his mother.

The principal reading book was the New Testa-

ment Scriptures.

The time of his infancy and early boyhood, our

subject passed partly at the home of his grand-

mother near Unionville, and partly with his mother

near Rockdale. At the age of seven years he was

sent to the public school in what is known as Dei-

bert's Valley during the winter term, and to a

select school at Unionville during the summer
months. His progress in learning was so rapid

that in his fourteenth year he stood at the head of

the school in all the branches taught. Anxious to

earn a livelihood for himself, he was advised to

hire out as a boat hand on the canal. This he did,

and for three consecutive summers traveled the

tow-path, refraining from severe study, save dur-

ing the winter months.

When sixteen years of age, Mr. Peters appren-

ticed himself to S. H. Schneck,a cabinet-maker and
dealer in furniture at Slatington. Learning the

trade, he was thus engaged for two and one-half

years, when he passed the required examination,

received a teacher's certificate, and from the bench

entered the school-room as teacher of the Rock-

dale school in his home neighborhood. Six months
later he removed to the west and settled at Great

Bend, Barton County, Kan., where he resumed his

trade in the furniture establishment of C. F. Win-
ner. With that gentleman he remained for eigh-

teen months, when he was chosen Deputy County
Treasurer of Barton County under John Alefs.

For about two years Mr. Peters held that posi-

tion, at the same time reading law with a leading

firm in the county seat. He then entered the law

department of the Iowa State University at Iowa

City, graduating from that institution with the de-

gree of LL. B. on June 21, 1881. However, other

influences were meantime turning his thoughts

along a different line. His religious life dates

back to his infancy, when, June 25, 1857, he was

dedicated to the Lord in holy baptism, Rev. Jere-

miah Schindel, a Lutheran clergyman, performing

the sacred rite. After a regular course of religious

instruction, in accordance with the teachings of

the church of his choice, he was confirmed and be-

came a member in full on the 13th of April, 1872,

at Unionville, Rev. E. J. Fogel, D. D., pastor.
'

Through some unusual spiritual impressions,

Mr. Peters was constrained to yield to a higher

call than that received from the legal fraternity,

and therefore prepared himself for the gospel min-

istry. After three years' additional study, he was

graduated from the theological seminary at Tif-

fin, Ohio, May 24, 1884. Being licensed May 31,

1884, by Tiffin Classis of the Reformed Church,

he shortly thereafter received a unanimous call

from the Orbisonia charge in Huntingdon County,

Pa. On the 17th of June, he accepted the call,

and on September 1, entered upon his duties as

pastor. At a special meeting of Juniata Classis

held at Orbisonia November 6, 1884, he was or-

dained and installed pastor of said charge, which

consisted of three congregations located respect-

ively at Orbisonia, Shirleysburg and Saltillo.

After having served that charge faithfully for a

year and nine months, Mr. Peters resigned to ac-

cept a call from the Slatington Church, which he

is now serving. On the 1st of June, 1886, he en-

tered upon his work in the new field. At that

time the congregation numbered two hundred and

forty members, but now more than six hundred

are officially reported. During this time the con-

gregation has raised large sums of money for be-

nevolence, and made numerous improvements,

such as the purchasing of additional ground, the

erection thereon of a commodious brick parsonage,

the introduction of steam heat and electric lights,

and the complete renovation, remodeling, carpet-

ing, etc., of the church edifice, which is now con-

sidered a very convenient and handsome one.

At Rising Sun, Pa., Rev. Mr. Peters was united
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in marriage with Miss Serena J. Kuntz, the accom-

plished daughter of Elias M. and Catharine (Hel-

frich) Kuntz. Of this union there have been born

one son and two daughters, whose names and

dates of birth are respectively: Allan Walter, born

November 10, 1888; Edna Ruth, December 7,

1890; and Esther Mary, January 13, 1893. Mrs.

Peters was born in North Whitehall Township, Le-

high County, June 28, 1858, and is a lady of great

worth of character and amiable disposition.

After special courses of private study by corre-

spondence and otherwise, the degree of A. M. was

conferred upon Rev. Mr. Peters by the Board of

Directors of Ursinus College, Collegeville, Pa., at

their annual meeting in June, 1891. Aside from

his ministerial duties, he conducts an advanced

course of literary and scientific reading. He is a

graduate of the Chautauqua course, in which he

studied for four years. A pleasing speaker, tire-

less worker and earnest Christian man, the future

years will doubtless bring to him ever-increasing

usefulness and honor in the Gospel ministry.

«•****
=<*+**%

JOHN WILLIAMS. The record of the life of

a man of acknowledged worth and great

prominence in his community may most

appropriately adorn the pages of biographi-

cal history. Such an one was the late John Will-

iams, formerly an influential citizen of Catasauqua.

For nearly a half-century he was connected with

the Crane Iron Company, of which he was ap-

pointed Assistant Cashier in January, 1849. In

1856 he was promoted to Cashier, which important

position he held until the day of his death. Dur-

ing that time he maintained the warm regard and

implicit confidence of his superiors, as well as

those who were lower than he in rank.

With many of the local enterprises Mr. Williams

was actively connected. He assisted in the organ-

ization of the Catasauqua Manufacturing Com-
pany, of which he was an official at the time of

his demise. For many years he was Passenger

Agent for the Catasauqua & Fogelsville Railroad

Company, served first as Director and later as

2

President of the Catasauqua Gas Company, was a

Director, and at the time of his death Vice-Presi-

dent of the National Bank of Catasauqua, Direc-

tor in the Lehigh Valley Trust & Safe Deposit

Company of Allentown, President of the Farmers'

Fire Insurance Company of Upper and Lower
Saueon Township, and President of the Fairview

Cemetery Association. To those who knew him it

is needless to say, that in every possible manner
he endeavored to promote the welfare of his fel-

low-townsmen and to advance their interests.

A native of Landore, Wales, John Williams was

born November 20, 1824, and when a little over

eight years of age he came with his parents to

America, locating near Schenectady, N. Y. When
a lad of fourteen he entered the employ of John
Fullagar, of that city, as a clerk. In 1845 he fol-

lowed the rest of the family, who were then liv-

ing in Catasauqua, and at once entered the office

of the Crane Iron Company. Step by step he was

promoted, earning the respect and commendation

of his superiors by his unfailing courtesy and de-

votion to his work.

September 14, 1852, Mr. Williams was united in

marriage with Miss Emma Heilig, who was born in

Montgomery County. Her father, Rev. George

Heilig, a native of Germantown, was a minister in

the Lutheran Church, his life being spent in the

work. His death occurred at the home of his

daughter, at the age of sixty-five years. His wife,

whose maiden name was Susannah Hook, was of

English descent, and her death occurred in Tama-'

qua. The Heilig famity originated in Germany,

and became prominent citizens in this state. To
Mr. and Mrs. John Williams eight children were

born, four of whom survive: Mrs. B>ank M. Horn,

Mrs. Edward D. Boyer, John T. an d George H. The

handsome residence of the family on Bridge Street,

which was erected by the father in 1870, has al-

ways been noted for the liberal hospitality ex-

tended to the many friends of this worthy couple.

In politics Mr. Williams was an ardent Repub-

lican, and in 1876 was delegate from this district

to the National Republican Convention at Phila-

delphia which nominated General Grant for his

second term. In 1853 he united with the First

Presbyterian Church of Catasauqua, and in 1872
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he was elected an Elder, afterward becoming Su-

perintendent of tlie Sunday-school, which positions

he retained until his death. Charitable and kind

injiis judgments, he won the love and respect not

only of those who were associated with him in

church work, but of all who were brought in con-

tact with him. The unswerving integrity mani-

fested by him in all the business relations of life

won for him the confidence of the community, who

sought his aid and counsel oftentimes. In 1861

he was elected Burgess of the borough of Catasau-

qua, and was re-elected successively each year un-

til 1873, with the exception of one year. After

a long illness he was called to his final rest, May

24, 1892, having reached the advanced age of six-

ty-seven years and six months.

•T EVI SHUPP, Tax Collector and cigar man-

I C) ufacturer in West Bethlehem, was born in

Monroe County January 21, 1837. His

father, Fredrick Shupp,was born at the same place

and was a farmer and miller, dying at the age of

sixty-five. George Shupp, the grandfather, was

born in Monroe County and served in the Revo-

lutionary War. The wife of Fredrick Shupp, and

mother of Levi, Elizabeth (Dreisback) Shupp, was

born in Monroe County, and is a daughter of Con-

rad D. Dreisback, who was a miller at that place, but

later removed to Pine Swamp and engaged in the

lumber and teaming business. There were nine

children in the family of Fredrick and Elizabeth

Shupp, of whom eight attained the age of maturity,

but our subject is the only one now living. He
was reared in Polk Township, attended the com-

mon school there, and learned the miller's trade.

While working at this occupation he met with a

serious accident, losing his left hand by the explo-

sion of a gun.

Mr. Shupp married Miss Ellen M. Huebner,

who was born in Bethlehem, and is the daughter

of Dr. Abram Huebner. The Doctor was educated

at Nazareth Hall, receiving the degree of M. D.,

and practiced for some time at Philadelphia. He

was Professor of English language and physiol-

ogy in the Female Seminary at Bethlehem, was

the first physician in Bethlehem, and erected the

first brick residence there. When over sixty years

of age he passed to his last rest, living and dying

a true Republican. The wife of Dr. Abram Hueb-

ner was Justine B. Frytog, a native of Weissport,

Carbon County. She was the daughter of Rev.

Casper Frytog, who is the pastor of the Moravian

Church.

There were three children born to Mr. and Mrs.

Shupp, only one of whom is living, Victor M., who

is a paper-hanger and decorator. After their mar-

riage they came to Bethlehem, and Mr. Shupp was

first employed as watchman of the Lake Shore

Railroad, at the Canal Bridge, on Main Street

crossing for two years. He then engaged with

the Lehigh Valley Railroad, and was their watch-

man at the Wyandotte Street crossing for one

year, then was tool collector for the Broad Street

Bridge Compauy, remaining with them for five

years. He next was janitor of the First National

Bank, doing a merchant tailor business at the same

time.

Mr. Shupp then started his cigar store, and in

1887 was elected Tax Collector for West Bethle-

hem, giving a bond for $35,000. He is a member

of the Moravian Church, and in political faith and

action is a Democrat. His son is the father of five

children, viz.: Freddie, Victor, Jr., Granville, Ella

and May.

WILLOUGHBY E. HENRY is one of the

oldest employes on the Catasauqua &

Fogelsville Railroad. He has been con-

nected with this company as engineer since 1866,

and looks back upon the intervening years with

great satisfaction, remembering how faithfully he

has performed every duty belonging to that re-

sponsible position. He was born in Lowhill, Le-

high County, January 30, 1842,-and is the son of

Edward Henry, likewise a native of this county,

and Lydia Henry, who was born in Berks Coun-

ty, and was the daughter of George Miller, a prom-
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inent teacher in early life, who later turned his

attention to farm pursuits. Edward Henry and

his wife were both members of the Evangelical

Church, and reared a family of seven children.

They also lost four, who died when quite young.

The subject of this record, who is the third in or-

der of birth, had four brothers who fought as sol-

diers in the late war.

W. E. Henry spent his boyhood days on his

father's farm in this county, and in September,

1863, found employment as brakeman on the yard

train of the Thomas Iron Company. He worked

for them for three years in that capaeity, and in

the spring of 1867 was promoted to be fireman,

and one year later to the position of engineer.

He ran the gravel train for two seasons, was then

engineer on the ore train, and later held the same

position on the local passenger, his run being one

hundred miles or more each day. He is one of

the oldest employes of that company, and can

truthfully say that no person has ever been injured

while on his train, nor has he had a serious wreck

in his time. He makes his home in this city, hav-

ing a good residence located on the corner of Race

and East Streets.

When ready to establish a home of his own , Mr.

Henry was married, January 31, 1864, to Miss

Catherine, daughter of Henry Hoch. This lady

was horn in Northampton County, and her father

was a native of the same county, where also her

grandfather, who likewise bore the name of Henry,

was born and carried on farm pursuits. The lat-

ter died when in his sixty-second 3'ear, and the

father of Mrs. Henry departed this life when sev-

enty-nine years of age. Her mother, Mrs. Susan

(Rohn) Hoch, was born in Whitehall Township,

and died when sixty years old. She was the

daughter of James Rohn, also an agriculturist of

considerable prominence. Mrs. Henry was one in

a family of ten children, only three of whom are

living at the present time.

To W. E. Henry and his wife one child has been

born, Ellen J., now the wife of Harvey Kurtz.

They have also an adopted daughter, Miss Minnie

Frick. They are members in good standing of

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, and their friends are

many throughout the city. Mr. Henry has always

been a Democrat in politics, and in his relations

with his fellow-men he is upright and conscien-

tious, and ]ustly ranks among the best citizens of

the county.

/>RIFFITH ELLIS. Among the most

V T noted and representative men of Slating-

ton stands the name of Griffith Ellis,

whose high reputation and material prosperity-

came as the reward of unusual abilities industri-

ously applied. He is the proprietor of a prosper-

ous business, and is conducting his trade under

what is known as the Keystone Slate Company.

He is also greatly interested in the Ellis Slate

Company, Northampton County, of which he is the

principal stockholder.

Our subject was born in the north of Wales,

March 31, 1833, and spent the first seventeen

years of his life in his native land, in the mean-

time receiving a common-school education. He

subsequently completed his education in Cherry-

ville, Northampton County. In 1851, deciding

to try his fortunes in America, he came to the

United States, landing in New York City, whence

he came to Slatington. Here he found employ-

ment in a slate quarry, whicli business he followed

for several years, and one time was foreman for

Henry Williams. He was later foreman and su-

perintendent for a period of seven years of the

Girard Slate Quarry, the richest slate company in

Lehigh County. In 1875 he determined to en-

gage in business on his own account, and being

thoroughly versed in every detail of the work and

a practical business man, he has met with signal

success. He manufactures all kinds of roofing

slate, which he ships to different points through-

out the states.

In politics our subject is a stanch advocate of

the platform laid down by the Republican party.

He is public spirited, interested in all improve-

ments, and is one of the city 's most influential men.

In 1871 Mr. Ellis was elected to the Council, serv-

ing acceptably for a term of three years. His
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marriage with Miss Jemimah Evans was celebrated

in 1854. Mrs. Ellis was also born in Wales, and by

her union with our subject has become the mother

of the following children: Laura, the wife of John

Hart; Katherine Louisa, living in New Orleans,

and the wife of John W. Reppen; Lizzie, now Mrs.

E. D. Peters; and G. Weldon. Three boys died in

infancy.

In 1861 Mr. and Mrs. Ellis returned to their old

home in Wales, remaining there for three or four

years. They occupy a beautiful residence in Slat-

ington, and are classed among its best citizens.

^^^l-telf

BENJAMIN D. WEHR. The life of this

gentleman, who makes his home in Wash-

ington Township, Lehigh County, fur-

nishes a good lesson to youths who must begin

their careers as he did, without means. He now
occupies a high position among the agriculturists

of this section, and is living with his family in the

finest residence in the township.

Our subject is a native of this county, and was

born November 8, 1844, to Daniel and Hannah
Wehr, also natives of this section and lifelong res-

idents of Washington Township. The grandfather,

Michael Wehr, was also born in Lehigh County,

while his father was a native of Germany and the

founder of that branch of the famity in America,

of which our subject is a descendant. Daniel Wehr
departed this life February 6, 1890, leaving a fam-

ily of five children, namely: David S.; Leah, now
the widow of Eli Deibert; our subject; Synia, the

wife of H. Seibert, and Moses. The father had

served for many terms as School Director of his

township, and was a strong Republican in politics.

In religious affairs he was prominently identified

with the Reformed Church, with which he has been

connected for many years and in which he has al-

ways taken a deep interest.

Benjamin D. Wehr, of this sketch, was reared a

farm lad, and consequently carried on his studies

in the district school. When ready to choose a

vocation in life he became an agriculturist, and is

now the possessor of a fine estate, including one

hundred and forty-eight broad and well tilled

acres, which he devotes to general farming. He

has his place stocked with a herd of Jersey cattle,

and on it will be also found a good grade of

horses, sheep, hogs, etc.

The lady to whom our subject was married

March 7, 1865, was Miss Mesina Semmel, a native

of North Whitehall Township, this county, and

the daughter of Benjamin and Catherine Semmel.

She was born March 23, 1846, and was the third in

order of birth of her parents' family, including

the following-named children: Josiah, Reuben,

Mesina, Francis, Hen ry, Louisa, Oliver and Charles.

To Mr. and Mrs. Wehr there was born a family

of three children, of whom Osville B. is the only

survivor. He is at present a student in Ursinus Col-

lege at Collegeville, where he is preparing himself

to enter the ministry of- the Reformed Church.

He was first graduated from the Kutztown Normal,

after which he taught several terms of school. Our

subject, together with his wife, is a devoted mem-

ber of the Lutheran Church. He is a Republican

in politics, on which ticket he was elected Auditor

of Washington Township. Mr. Wehr has made

for himself and family a pleasant home in this lo-

cality, and enjoys the friendship of the best people

in the county.

^JSg-H"**•fr-fr-MOO

^>- AMUEL T. BROWN comes of a very well

zJ^) known and respected family of the Lehigh

Valley. One Samuel Brown came from

England in the last century, settling in this por-

tion of Pennsylvania. Our subject's great-grand-

father, William, born in the Irish settlement in this

county, married a lady by the name of Feron. His

brother, General Robert, a blacksmith by trade,

raised a regiment to serve in the War of the Rev-

olution, where he did valiant service. He yras

First Lieutenant in Col. Magaw's Regiment, and

was Captain at the surrender of Ft, Washington,
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November 16, 1776, where they fought for forty-

eight hours without food. Their ammunition then

giving out, they were obliged to surrender, and

were driven like cattle to a church used for a

prison, there being two thousand captives in the

building, and of the number two or three hundred

died. The third day after he was taken, General

Brown was paroled with several officers, and after-

ward confined in New York, and finally exchanged

at Elizabethtown, January 25, 1781. He was

elected to the first State Senate of Pennsylvania,

in the Legislature of 1783 to 1787, and in 1796

was a Member of Congress, serving as such for

eighteen years in succession. He was born in 1735,

and died in 1823.

The grandfather of Samuel T. Brown, whose

name was also Samuel, was born in Virginia, but

moved to Pennsylvania and engaged in farming

near Cedar Springs, Pa., where his death occurred.

His son, Joseph, who became the father of Samuel

T., was born in what is now known as Clinton

County, then known as Centre County, Pa. He

was a tanner by trade and carried on a tannery,

and was also engaged in mercantile business at the

same time at Cedar Springs, until 1842, when he

located near Weaversville, Owning a farm adjoin-

ing that place, he engaged in its cultivation until

old age. This farm is still owned by the subject

of this sketch, and since 1750 has been in the pos-

session of the family. The father died in 1881,

when nearly seventy-nine years of age. His wife,

Matilda (Kerr) Brown, was born at Weaversville,

and was a daughter of James Kerr, a native of the

same place. Her great-grandfather, James Kerr,

was born in the North of Ireland and settled at

Weaversville, buying land from William Penn. a

farm of one hundred and thirty-three acres. Mrs.

Brown's grandmother, whose maiden name was

McKinstry, was a native of England. Though

past fourscore years, Mrs. Matilda Brown is still

living, making her home with her son, Samuel T.

Samuel T. Brown was born in Weaversville, in

Allen Township, January 29, 1848, being the

youngest andonly one surviving of four children.

After attending the common schools he entered

Weaversville Academy, and at the age of seven-

teen years began clerking in that place, continuing

at this occupation for three years. Coming to

Bethlehem, he clerked for a short time, and after-

ward engaged in the mercantile business for eight

and a-half years, and was a member of the firm of

Horner & Brown until March, 1877. He then sold

his interest and took charge of the old farm, of

which he became the owner. In the spring of 1884

he settled permanently in Bethlehem, his residence

being now at No. 120 Market Street. For eleven

years he has been a Director in the Bank of Cata-

sauqua, and he was one of the organizers. He is

also a Director of the Catasauqua Land Company.

In 1869 Mr. Brown was married in Weaversville

to Miss Emma Martin, a native of that place, and

daughter of Dr. Edward Martin, who was a suc-

cessful physician in Weaversville for many years,

and whose death occurred there. Mr. and Mrs.

Brown became the parents of four children, one of

whom is deceased. The others are Annie F.; Liz-

zie M., the wife of William Moore, an attorney in

New York City, and Joseph R. Mr. Brown is a

member of the First Presbyterian Church of this

city, of which he is one of the Trustees. In politics

he votes with the Republican party, and uses his

influence in behalf of good local and national gov-

ernment.

*m

0APT. W. H. BARTHOLOMEW, editor of

the Valley Record, and one of Catasau-

qua's most widely known citizens, was

born in Northampton County, Pa., July 1, 1843.

He is the son of Daniel and Catherine (Houser)

Bartholomew, likewise natives of Northampton

County. The father, who was a member of one

of the old families of the Keystone State, died in

Catasauqua at the age of eighty^six. The mother

passed away when seventy-two.

When our subject was a lad of ten years his

parents moved to Catasauqua, then a small and un-

important village, and since then his life has prac-

tically been part and parcel of the history of the

town. His education was received in the schools

of this place, but his advantages were limited, and
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to his unaided efforts may be attributed the emi-

nence he has attained. In the best sense of the

word he is a self-made man. At the outbreak of

the late war, though but eighteen years of age, he

enlisted as a private in Company F, Forty-seventh

Pennsylvania Infantry, August 21, 1861. Shortly

after entering the army he was promoted to First

Sergeant, which position he held until his re-enlist-

ment in October, 1863. At that time he was pro-

moted to First Lieutenant, in which capacity he

served until the close of the war, being mustered

out in January, 1866.

Returning to Catasauqua, Captain Bartholomew

has since made his home in this city. In 1877 he

was one of the organizers of Company I, Fourth

Regiment National Guards of Pennsylvania, which

he commanded for ten years. In August of 1870

he founded the Valley Record, and has continued

its publication to the present day. The paper is

the organ of the Democratic party in the commu-
nity, and is an eight-column foiio, issued weekly.

In politics the Captain is one of the leaders of the

Democracy in Catasauqua, and was Postmaster

here under the first administration of President

Cleveland. Twice he was nominated for Burgess,

and although the odds were largely againt him, he

was defeated by a very small majority, running

considerably ahead of his ticket. In his religious

connections he is a member of the Reformed
Church.
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STY ARON W. RADLEY, D. V. S., one of the

J—^ native residents of Bethlehem, is a gradu-

ate and successful veterinary practitioner.

His office is located at No. 18 High Street, which
place he owns, as well as his residence and other

property in the city. He stands high in his pro-

fession and practices considerably in this and ad-

joining counties.

Dr. Radley was born December 14, 1859, being

a son of A. W. Radley, a native of Plainfield,N. J.

The latter was a real-estate agent, and was located

for some years at Butztown, where he also engaged

in merchandising. Later he came to Bethlehem,

where he was engaged in the real-estate business,

and here his death occurred in 1871. He was of

English descent, while his wife's ancestors were

born in Germany. Mrs. Radley was in her girl-

hood Rebecca Gradwohl, her birth having occurred

in Butztown. Her father, John Gradwohl, was a

native of this county, and followed agricultural

pursuits. Mrs. A. W. Radley died in Bethlehem

in 1889, and four of her eleven children are also

deceased.

Dr. A. W. Radley passed his boyhood in Butz-

town with his uncle, Thomas Gradwohl, a retired

farmer, and managed to acquire a good common-

school education, for a time attending the schools

of Freemansburg. In 1874 he went to Easton to

learn the drug business, and remained in the em-

ploy of A. Odenwelder for a period of two and a-

half years. Thence going to Philadelphia, he

entered the College of Pharmacy, where he com-

pleted the prescribed course of study, and grad-

uated with the degree of Graduate of Pharmacy.

His uncle having died in 1879, he returned to

Butztown, where for a time he was in charge of

his uncle's affairs.

About 1884 Dr. Radley began his studies as a

veterinary surgeon, and entered the American

Veterinary College in New York State, from which

noted institution he graduated two years later

with the degree of Doctor of Veterinary Surgery.

Returning to Butztown, he there began his prac-

tice, continuing to make that his field of work un-

til the fall of 1888, at which time he removed to

Bethlehem, locating at the corner of Broad and

High Streets. He has a regular hospital in Beth-

lehem, and is becoming very well-to-do through

his large and lucrative practice. He owns the old

homestead at Butztown, and also a farm of one

hundred acres adjoining that town, which he rents.

Dr. Radley has a number of good horses, and is a

great lover of this noble animal. In accordance

with modem ideas, he endeavors to extend his

field of observation and learning continually, and

to that end belongs to the Pennsylvania Veteri-
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nary Association. The home of the Doctor is at

No. 349 Broad Street, where he has a good resi-

dence. He is a member of the Salem Lutheran

Church, and in politics votes for the nominees of

the Democratic party.
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S~y- EORGE O. HOUSER was born July 16,

v- T 1860, in Petersville, Northampton Coun-

ty, where he made his home until reaching

his twelfth year. He is one of the best known

men of this section, is identified with the various

interests of the neighborhood, and for man}' years

held the responsible position of Justice of the

Peace. He is at the present lime foreman in the

foundry and machine shops of Davies & Thomas.

Mathias Houser, the father of the subject of this

sketch, was in early life a farmer, and later became

a tailor, following this trade the greater part of

his life, although at one time he was engaged in

the butcher business. He was prominent in the

neighborhood of Petersville, was Postmaster of

that town, was a Democrat in politics, and was a

public-spirited and progressive man, who allowed

no worthy movement to fail through negligence

on his part. He was born and died in Northamp-

ton County. His widow, who is still living and

resides in this city, was prior to her marriage Miss

Sarah Buss. She was born in Upper Saucon Town-

ship, Lehigh County, where her father, Mathias

Buss, was a farmer.

George 0. Houser is one of seven children, of

whom five are now living. When twelve years old

he came to this city, where he remained until 1875

and then went to Weissport, Carbon County, and en-

gaged to work in the bottling works of H. G. Steitz.

Three years later he returned to this city, and in

March of the following year found work in the

shops of Davies & Thomas as foreman of their

shipping department. He was later placed in the

office of assistant bookkeeper, at which he was

employed for three years, when he was again placed

in the shipping rooms, where he is now foreman,

having under his charge twenty-five men.

In 1890 our subject was engaged in the shoe

business in East Catasauqua, which he conducted

four years under the firm name of George O. Hou-
ser & Co. With his family he occupies a good
residence on the corner of Race and Elizabeth

Streets. He was married in this city in 1882 to

Miss Elmira E., daughter of Edward Kurtz, an old

settler of this city.

Mr. Houser is highly regarded by all who know
him, and in the year 1888 was elected Justice of

the Peace of Upper Hanover Township. He is a

worthy member of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, and
is Superintendent of the Sunday-school in this

town. He took an active part in the building of the

chapel in 1889, being President and Secretary of

,the building committee. In politics he upholds

the principles of the Democratic party, and he is a

man of sterling integrity and good business ability.

l^HHM

WILLIAM DEIBERT, the efficient and

well known Director of the Lehigh

County Almshouse, is eudowed by nat-

ure with such gifts as characterize true manhood
in all that the word implies. He is at present re-

siding in North Whitehall Township on sixteen

acres of land which he cultivates to the best ad-

vantage.

The subject of this sketch is a native of Weisen-

burg Township, this county, and was born July 3,

1835. His parents were Daniel and Elizabeth Dei-

bert, who were natives of this section. The former

was a well-to-do farmer, and lived here until his

decease, which occurred shortly after the close of

the Civil War. Of the parental family the fol-

lowing-named children survive: Maria, Elizabeth
.

Caroline, and William, of this sketch. The last-

named was educated in the common schools, and

entered upon his business career, learning the trade

of a boot and shoe maker, when twenty years of age.

He served an apprenticeship of two years, and
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for twenty-three years thereafter his energies were

devoted to that work.

In 1857 William Deibert and Miss Mary Semler,

daughter of Frederick Semler, were united in mar-

riage. The lady was born in this county, and by

her union with our subject has become the mother

of four children: Justine, now Mrs. Henry Druck-

enmiller; Ellen, the wife of Oscar Sechler; Frank

and Alice. Mr. Deibert is a strong advocate of

public schools, and for six years served as a member

of the School Board. His hearty support and co-

operation are also given to every worthy enter-

prise which is calculated to benefit the community

and promote its general welfare.

May 1, 1891, our subject was appointed one of

the Directors of the Lehigh County Almshouse to

Allan unexpired term, was re-elected in September

of that year, and is now discharging the du-

ties of the office in a most commendable man-

ner. He is a strong Democrat in politics, and so-

cially is an Odd Fellow of good standing. The

Lutheran Church, of which he has been Deacon,

finds in him a valued member, and his good wife

is also connected with that denomination.
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<Tpr LVIN HILL has long been numbered
/—\ among the prominent merchants of Beth-

lehem, having been active in its upbuild-

ing, and owning a great many houses and pieces

of property in the city. He is engaged in the hide

and tallow business, and owns the site of the old

Moravian tannery. He was born in Brown field,

Me., December 9, 1843, and in that state his father

and grandfather, the latter named Henry Hill, were

born and engaged in farming during their active

life. Our subject's lather, Benjamin Hill, died in

his native state at the age of forty-two years. His

wife, whose maiden name was Hulda Parker, also

of Maine, was the daughter of Caleb Parker, who
fought in the War of 1812, and to obtain a livli-

hood followed contracting and building. Mrs.

Hulda Hill died in 1870, and four of her nine chil-

dren are now living. One of the sons, Joseph,

enlisted in the late Civil War for three years' serv-

ice, going to the front with a Massachusetts reg-

iment.

Alvin Hill passed the days of his boyhood on his

father's farm in Maine, giving him his assistance

when not pursuing bis studies in the district

schools. When sixteen years of age he went to

Boston, Mass., and from that time he lias been de-

pendent entirely upon his own resources. He was

engaged in clerking until the spring of 1864, when

he enlisted for ninety days' service in the company

known as the Old Fusileers, his duty being mainly

in Boston Harbor. He was married in that city

in 1864 to Miss Buth J. Annis, who was born in

Benton, N. H, and was reared in Stoneham,Mass.

Her father, Pearley Annis, followed the occupation

of a farmer. Mr. Hill resided in Stoneham until

1874, being occupied in that city in the manufact-

ure of boots and shoes. In the spring of that year

he removed to Bethlehem, where he engaged in the

hide and tallow business. His brother, Joseph Hill,

had formerly purchased a tannery on Monocacy

Creek, and in partnership with our subject ran the

same successfully for three years. The death of

Joseph Hill occurred in 1882, and afterward Alvin

continued to run the business alone. In 1875 he

and his brother purchased the old Moravian tan-

nery, which was probably the first tannery located

in Pennsylvania, and is situated near the center of

the borough on the Lehigh & Lackawanna Rail-

road. Here they continued in the hide and tal-

low business, which is now carried on by Alvin

Hill alone.

The residence of Alvin Hill is located at the cor-

ner of North and Main Streets; and in addition to

this he owns twelve residences in West Bethlehem,

all of which he erected, four residences in Bethle-

hem proper; a store building at No. 62 South Main

Street, formerly the old Lehigh Valley National

Bank building, which is a brick structure three

stories in height, also other property. He is a

stockholder and Director in the Electric Light Com-

pany, a stockholder in the First National Bank, and

was one of the first incorporators and stockholders

of the Cutter Silk Mill. Besides those mentioned

he is a stockholder in the Bethlehem Fair and Driv-
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ing Park Association. In 1888 he was elected to

serve on the Council from the Third Ward for

three years, and in 1891 was re-elected without

opposition for a further term of three years. Dur-

ing this time he was chairman of the Street Com-
mittee, a number of streets being then macadamized,

and he was also chairman of the Water Committee

and other important committees.

The first wife of our subject died in Bethlehem

in 1889, and of their seven children, three are liv-

ing: Edward M., who is engaged in business with

his father, Harry and Joseph. The present Mrs.

Hill was formerly Elizabeth Gangewere, and was

born in Catasauqua. They have one child, Lloyd.

The parents are members of the Wesleyan Method-

ist Episcopal Church, Mr. Hill being a member of

the Board of Trustees, in which capacity he has

acted since 1877. Fraternally he is a member of

the Royal Arcanum and Heptaspph. In politics

he uses his influence and ballot in support of the

Democratic party.
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HON. SAMUEL B. PRICE, one of the most

prominent and wealthy citizens of Mauch

Chunk, claims New Jersey as the state of

his nativity, for he was born in Hunterdon Coun-

ty, August 26, 1823. His grandfather, Nathan

Price, was of Welsh descent. The father, Hiram

Price, was a native of New Jersey, and followed

farming. He married Anna Barber, who was born

in the same state, and was a daughter of Samuel

Barber.

Mr. Price of this sketch is the eldest of their

family. He attended the schools of Northumber-

land County, Pa., and acquired a good education.

He then began the study of medicine with Dr.

Masser, after which he took a course of lectures in

Jefferson Medical College in 1844-45. Previously,

in 1843, he had embarked in the drug business,

and later served as a bookkeeper with the firm of

Packer, Douglas & Co., at Nesquehoning, remain-

ing with them as a trusted employe for seven

years. He then went to Summit Hill as one of

the firm of Bertsch, Leisening & Co., contractors

with the Lehigh Coal & Navigation Company. On
the expiration of that period he went to Upper
Lehigh, Luzerne County, and engaged in the man-
agement of a store. He was later employed in the

Upper Lehigh Coal Company for nearly twenty

years, but in 1885 he removed to Mauch Chunk
and retired from active business life. In May,

1886, he went abroad, visiting England, Scotland,

Ireland, France, Belgium, Germany and Italy. He
spent six months on the old continent, visiting the

many points of interest, historic and otherwise,

and then returned home.

In 1856 Mr. Price was united in marriage, the

lady of his choice being Miss Harriet Bertsch, of

this city. To them have been born the follow-

ing children: Harry B., who is now Secretary and

Treasurer of the Upper Lehigh Coal Company;
Samuel B., who is engaged in the coal business in

Cambria County, Pa ; and John B., who is the as-

sistant cashier in the First National Bank of Hazle-

ton.

Mr. Price has ever taken a prominent part in

public affairs, and in 1856 was elected Treasurer

of Carbon County. In 1889 he was elected Asso-

ciate Judge of Carbon County for a period of Ave

years, and is now acceptably and creditably filling

that office. . He has also been the Democratic can-

didate for Congress. He takes a very prominent

part in political affairs, and does all in his power

to promote the growth and insure the success of

his party. His connection with business interests

has added much to the prosperity and welfare of

the city, for whatever he undertakes he carries for-

ward to a successful completion. He has been

actively interested in the banking business, having

been connected with the First National Bank of

Mauch Chunk, the First National Bank of Hazle-

ton and the First National Bank of Shenandoah.

He is a Director in the Upper Lehigh Coal Com-

pany, and for twenty years has been Secretary and

Treasurer of the Nescopeck Coal Company. He
possesses most excellent business and executive

ability, is sagacious and far-sighted, and his enter-

prise and progressive spirit, which are numbered

among his chief characteristics, have been impor-

tant factors in his success. His life has been a busy
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one, yet he has found time to devote to interests

calculated to uplift humanity, and since the organ-

ization of the Young Men's Christian Association

he has been Treasurer, and one of its most active

and prominent workers. He and his wife are num-

bered among the best citizens of Mauch Chunk,

and hold a high position in social cicles.
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JOHN P. BROWN, M. D., formerly of Slat-

ington, where he had the largest practice of

any physician in the city, located in Bethle-

hem in May, 1894, as he desired to have a

wider field of work. He was born in Winchester,

Va., August 6, 1856, and there passed his boyhood

attending the common schools. He was next to the

youngest of eight children. His grandfather, Will-

iam Brown, was also a native of the Old Dominion,

and died in Virginia. His calling in life was that

of a carpenter, while his son, William D., our sub-

ject's father, was a glove manufacturer. The lat-

ter was born in Winchester, and that city was his

home until his death. His wife, Ann M., was the

daughter of William Diffenderfer, of German de-

scent and a carpenter by trade. Mr. and Mrs.

William D. Brown were members of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, and the mother, who is still liv-

ing, is a resident of Maryland.

After completing his common-school studies,

Dr. Brown entered the Shenandoah "Valley Acad-
emy, taking the prescribed course. Then for a

period of time he studied medicine with Dr. W. S.

Love, of Winchester, and in 1875 became a student

in the College of Physicians and Surgeons in Balti-

more. At the end of a year he engaged as a clerk

in a drug store in Harrisonburg, Va., and later oc-

cupied a similar position in Columbia, Pa. In 1884
he entered the University of Pennsylvania, and
two years later graduated from the medical de-

partment with the degree of Doctor of Medicine.

On commencing his practice the Doctor located

in Columbia, where he was stationed for a year,

and afterward engaged in the drug business at that

point. In 1888 he went to Allentown, being asso-

ciated witli Dr. T. T. Martin for a year. His next

field of operations was in Slatington, where he

continued to practice until May, 1894. Then, as

previously stated, be became a resident of Bethle-

hem, and is rapidly making his way into the con-

fidence of his fellow-citizens, being well received

by the members of his profession. While a resi-

dent of Slatington he was local physician for the

Lehigh Valley Railroad. His office is situated at

No. 83 Broad Street, a central location in Bethle-

hem.

In 1887 Dr. Brown was married, in Lehigh

County, to Miss Mary_ Maxwell, who was born

near Laurens, in that county, and there has been

born to them one child, Roy by name. Dr. Brown

and his wife are both members of the First Presby-

terian Church of Bethlehem, and, though recent

comers, are received in the best social circles of the

place, their pleasant and friendly manners rapidly

winning them a place in the esteem of all.

WILLIAM F. De LONG. No one is more

universally esteemed in this county

than he whose name appears at the

head of this sketch. He is agent for the Lehigh

Valley Railroad Company at Rockdale, where he

is also the owner of the Rockdale Hotel and Post-

master of the place. Notwithstanding the promi-

nent position which he holds among the citizens

of his township, he is one of the most unostenta-

tious of men, and is very popular, justly meriting

the high esteem in which he is held.

The subject of this sketch is a native of this

county, and was born November 30, 1845. He is

a son of Solomon and Sally De Long, the latter of

whom is deceased. The former, who resides in

Allentown, has passed his threescore years and

ten. Grandfather De Long was an old resident of

Lowhill Township, while his father was promi-

nently identified with the upbuilding of North

Whitehall Township.

William F., of this sketch, lived witli his parents
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until seventeen years of age, when he began rail-

roading, and filled his position in such a satisfac-

tory manner that he was soon promoted to be

assistant agent at Rockdale. In 1883, when his

brother, A. W., who was agent at this place, moved
to Allentown, he was appointed to fill the vacancy.

In 1868 he established the Rockdale Hotel, which

he has carried on in connection with his other in-

terests. For several years prior to being appointed

Postmaster, he was assistant to that official. In

1883, however, he was made head of the postofflce,

and is still the incumbent of that position.

In his political beliefs Mr. De Long is a sup-

porter of Republican principles. Through good

business ability, enterprise, perseverance and well

directed efforts he has become a prosperous citizen,

and may truly be called a self-made man.

William F. DeLong and Miss Jane A. Newhard
were united in marriage in 1868. Of the two chil-

dren born to them, only one, Minnie, is living.

Clement died when nine months old. In addition

to the enterprises which we have already mentioned

in which our subject is engaged, he has been inter-

ested for many years in the coal, flour and feed

business, and has handled each year nearly one

thousand tons of coal.
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WILLOUGHBY K. KISTLER, M. D., is

one of the leading physicians of Le-

high County and is located at German s-

ville, where he has been engaged in practice since

1871. He is a native of this county and was born

November 1, 1846, to Jacob M. and Lydia (Kist-

ler) Kistler, also natives of this county, residing

during their life in Kistler's Valley. George Kist-

ler, who is the founder of that branch of the fam-

ily to which our subject belongs, is said to have

located in what is now known as Montgomery
County as early as 1745.

The original of this sketch was reared on the

farm in Kistler's Valley, which was in the posses-

sion of the family for many generations, and is

now owned by his brother, Charles K. Willoughby
K. attended the public schools of Lynn Township
until a^lad of fifteen years, when he entered the

academy at Quakertown,and later the Lewisburg
Academy in Union County, this state. The knowl-
edge gained therein was supplemented by a course

at the Allentown Seminary and the normal school

at Kutztown. Young Kistler then taught five

terms of school, when the opportunity presented

itself for him to carry out his long cherished plan

of becoming a physician. With this end in view
he read medicine with Dr. F. C. Seiberling, an emi-

nent physician of Lynnville, Pa., and in the fall

of i868 entered the Bellevue Hospital Medical

College in New York City, from which he was

graduated in the spring of 1870.

When looking around for a suitable location

Dr. Kistler made settlement in Pennsville, Carbon
County, where he practiced for a year. He then

came to Germansville, soon secured a lucrative

patronage and has resided here ever since. He
stands very high in professional circles and is con-

nected with the Lehigh County Medical Society.

In politics he is a stanch adherent of Republican

principles and a strong advocate of public schools.

Dr. W. K. Kistler and Miss Emma C. Seiberling,

a native of this county, were united in marriage

in 1871. The lady is the daughter of Squire

Joshua Seiberling, now deceased, but formerly a

resident of Seiberlingville, which place was named
in honor of his family. To the Doctor and his

estimable wife there have been born two children.

Clinton J. is now a student in the medical depart-

ment of the Pennsylvania Universit}', being a mem-
ber of the Class of '95. Prior to entering this institu-

tion he was graduated from the Kutztown Normal
School. He taught school for two terms before

entering the medical school. Minnie M., the daugh-

ter, is likewise a graduate of the State Normal
School of Kutztown and is at present engaged in

teaching in the public schools of Slatington.

Socially our subject is identified witli Central

Lodge No. 636, 1. 0. 0. F., at Pleasant Corners, in

which order he is Past Grand. As a private citi-

zen the Doctor is highly esteemed for his public
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spirit, personal example and interest in all that is

beneficial to his members of the community and

the county at large. The Doctor and his family

are members of the Lutheran wing of the Heidel-

berg Church.
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WILLIAM J. HUMPHREY, M. D. Cher-

ryville is not without her share of

members of the learned professions,

who are a Credit to the pursuit they have chosen

and to the town itself. Among those who have

taken up the calling of medical practitioner is Dr.

Humphrey, who devotes himself assiduously to

his practice and to those investigations which will

enhance his professional knowledge and skill. He
is a native of the above place and was born March

25, 1850.

The parents of Dr. William J. Humphrey were

Dr. Charles H. and Elizabeth (Stanton) Humphrey,
both natives of Northampton County. The father

was a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania,

and one of the most eminent physicians in this re-

gion. He was born in the Irish settlement, and
read medicine under the instruction of the late

Dr. Edward Humphrey. During the war he was

Examining Surgeon for the Eighth Congressional

District, and he practiced medicine for over sixty

years. He was a devoted member of the Presby-

terian Church, and aided in many ways to spread

the Gospel in his community. He departed this

life at his home in Cherryville, June 3. 1893, when
in the eighty-sixth year of his age, leaving four

sons and two daughteis, namely: William J., the

subject of this sketch; Charles E., a physician of

prominence in Bethlehem; Thomas, who was a

student in Princeton College during the late war,

and offering his services to his country, contracted

an illness from which he died at his home in 1867;

Robert, also a physician, living in Milligan, Neb.;

Mary E., who married John N. Hinkson, and is

living in Chester, this state; and Sarah J., who

makes her home in Baltimore, Md.

Dr. William J. Humphrey received his primary

education in the common schools of Cherryville,

and later attended Dickinson Seminary, at Will-

iamsport, Pa. Then, deciding to follow in the

footsteps of his honored father, he began the study

of medicine in 1870, and afterward entered the

University of Pennsylvania, graduating in the

Class of '72. He immediately took up the prac-

tice of his profession in this place, where he has

been located ever since.

Dr. Humphrey was married in October, 1875, to

Miss Ellen S., daughter of Erwin Mushlitz, a resi-

dent of -Bethlehem. To their union have been

born six children: Thomas S., who is now attend-

ing lectures at the University of Pennsylvania;

Robert, Charles EL, Harold H., Annie and Hattie.

In social affairs the Doctor is a Mason of high

standing, belonging to the lodge in Slatington.

He is a consistent member of the Presbyterian

Church, in the faith of which he was trained by

his parents. In politics he never fails to vote for

Republican candidates, believing that party to be

in the right. He is well established in repuation

as a physician and surgeon, and is recognized as

among the able practitioners of the county.
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HON. JACOB B. KEMERER, Burgess and

practicing attorney, is engaged in the

real-estate and insurance business, being

a member of the firm of Woller & Kemercr, the

largest and most extensive real-estate firm in Beth-

lehem. He is a native of Center Valley, Lehigh

County, his father being Benjamin Kemerer, a

merchant by occupation, who removed to Phila-

delphia with his family when his son was quite

young. The family came from Germany, our sub-

ject's grandfather, Jacob, being one of the early

settlers of this region. Our subject's father was a

merchant at Center Valley, then removed to Free-

mansburg, and was engaged in transportation on
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the Lebigh Canal, in boat building and in manu-

facturing rope.

Benjamin Kemerer became a resident of Phila-

delphia in 1848, where he became a member of the

firm of Rex, Kemerer & Co., one of the leading

stores in the city at that time, and continued to

do business until 1858. He then went to New
York City, where he was engaged in merchandis-

ing on commission, and also in the transportation

line. His death occurred in Philadelphia in 1882,

when he was sixty-six years of age. He was a

member of the Lutheran Church, and was a Re-

publican in politics. His wife, Mary (Bachman)

Kemerer, was born in Upper Saucon Township,

Lehigh County, and came of a good family of that

district. Mrs. Kemerer died in 1867, leaving three

children, of whom Sarah died in Philadelphia; our

subject is next in order of birth, and Albert H., a

member of the firm of Dickie & Co., is engaged in

the real-estate business in. Pittsburg.

The birth of J. B. Kemerer occurred December

21, 1844, and his education was mainly acquired in

the public and high schools of Philadelphia, from

the latter of which he graduated in 1861. He

then came to Bethlehem, where he pursued a course

of legal studies with U. J. Wenner, and in 1876

he was admitted to the Bar. Prior to this he had

been engaged for three or four years with the firm

of H. B. Claflin & Co., the largest wholesale house

in New York. Since being admitted to the Bar,

Mr. Kemerer has continued in active practice at

his present location, and has been very successful.

In 1887 he formed a partnership with Clarence

A. Wolle in the real-estate and fire insurance bus-

iness, and has made a specialty of commercial law

and the examination of records. With others he

projected and laid out the west side addition to

West Bethlehem, a tract of fifty or sixty acres, and

has done much for the town in which he dwells.

Moreover, he laid out forty acres of North Bethle-

hem, and it is mainly due to this firm that the Bos-

ton capitalists who control the excellent electric

railway system connecting Allentown, Catasau-

qua, Bethlehem and South Bethlehem, were in-

duced to invest their money there.

As a Democrat, Mr. Kemerer has done a good

service to his party, and in 1889 bis prominence led

to his election as Burgess of Bethlehem, to which

office he was re-elected the following two years.

From 1880 to 1889 he represented the Third Ward
in the City Council, and for the last two years

was President of the same. He served on the High-

way or Street and Water Supply Committees, and

was Chairman of the Street, Police and Law Com-

mittees. Under his influence, and during the last

year he served in the Council, macadamizing was

begun on Main Street, and later other improvements

were introduced. Atthe present time he is a member

of the State Central Democratic Committee from

Northampton County. At the spring election of

1894, Mr. Kemerer was again elected to the office

of Chief Burgess for a term of three years.

In this city, in 1865, J. B. Kemerer married Miss

Amanda J. Seem, daughter of Joseph Seem, who

was a farmer by occupation. Mrs. Kemerer was

born near Bethlehem, and by her marriage has be-

come the mother of one son, Albert G., who is en-

gaged in business with his father in the insurance

department. The residence of the family is lo-

cated on North Main Street, and both Mr. Kemerer

and his wife are members of the Presbyterian

Church.

^^HARLES H. KISTLER follows the com-

V_y bined occupations of farmer and wagon-

maker, and has a good estate located in

Washington Township, Lehigh County. He also

has a wagon shop on his place and has been en-

eased in that business here since 1877. Mr. Kist-

ler is a native of Lehigh County, having been born

in Lynn Township November 23, 1850, to Josiah

and Caroline Kistler, also natives of the above

township.

The death of our subject's father occurred when

he was a lad of eleven years. Three years previ-

ous to this, however, his parents being in limited

circumstances, he was taken into the home of his

uncle, with whom he remained until reaching his

fifteenth year. At this time he returned to the
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home farm and superintended its operation for bis

widowed mother. She was the mother of a large

family of children, of whom five survive, those

besides our subject being, Wilson, who resides in

Allentown; Lewis H., who lives in Kansas; Mary,

the wife of Daniel Tyson, who makes her home in

Lehigh Count}'; and Henry H, who is also a resi-

dent of Kansas.

Charles H. Kistler began the trade of a wagon-

maker one year prior to attaining his majority, in

the meantime prosecuting his studies in the schools

of that period. He learned his trade at Claussville,

where he worked for two years, and subsequently

entered the employ of P. A. Semmel, of Slating-

ton, whence he later came to his present stand.

Mr. Kistler is the owner of seventy-three acres of

land, which he devotes to general farming and has

improved in a very able manner.

The marriage of our subject with Miss Mary C.

Anthony was celebrated in 1873. The lady was

born in this county, and by her union with Mr.
Kistler has become the mother of seven children,

viz.: Howard H., George E„ Florence J., Mabel C,
Sallie C, Willie W., and Charles, deceased. Our
subject has alwaj-s been greatly interested in edu-

cational affairs and for six years served as a mem-
ber of the Board. He is a Republican in politics

and takes an active part in local affairs. The Lu-
theran Church finds in him one of its most de-

voted and consistent members, he having been
connected with that denomination for many years.

Mr. Kistler is a truly self-made man and one much
liked throughout his community for his sterling

worth and integrity.

STT MANDES C. NOLF. This gentleman may

J- ^ truly be called a self-made man, as will be
seen by the perusal of his history.

' He is

now serving as Justice of the Peace of Franklin,
where by reason of his intelligence, sterling char-
acter and reliable citizenship he ranks among the

well-to-do business men' of the place. He is Sec-

retary of the Sun Slate Company, and was bom
in Northampton County, this state, December 17

1853.

John and Susannah (Heckman) Nolf, the par-

ents of our subject, were likewise natives of the

above county, but the latter is now deceased. Our
subject was reared to man's estate in his native

place, and assisted his father in cultivating the

home farm until he reached his majority. In the

meantime he carried on his studies in the public

schools, and subsequently became a student at the

Weaversville Academy. After being graduated

from that institution, he spent the following nine

years teaching school in Washington Township,

his first charge having been at Slatedale. He after-

ward taught for a time in Williamston, and for

seven years was a tutor in the public schools of

Franklin.

When engaging in a business life, Mr. Nolf be-

came bookkeeper and office manager for the Sun

Slate Company, and so successful was he in all

that he did that in 1891 he was taken into the

firm, with which he has since been connected.

The President of the company is Justice Moyer,

who formerly served as its Treasurer, but is now
its manager. In 1876 Mr. Nolf was united in

marriage with Miss Mary, daughter of Tilghman

Kuntz,of Franklin. Their union has been blessed

by the birth of one daughter, who bears the name

of Goldie.

In politics our subject gives allegiance to the

Republican party. He has never sought office,

but at the solicitation of his fellow-citizens he has

filled the responsible position of Justice of the

Peace since 1884, of which office he is the present

incumbent. He is a prominent member of the

United Evangelical Church, which body he serves

as President of the Board of Trustees at Slating-

ton. He has always been greatly interested in

Sunday-school work, and has been the efficient

Superintendent of the school for many years.

Mr. Nolf thoroughly identifies himself with

whatever will best promote the highest interests

of this county, and he is numbered among its

most loyal citizens. Socially he belongs to the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Slatington,
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and is now serving as District Deputy Grand Mas-

ter of that order in this county. He is also con-

nected with the Order of Red Men at Slatington,

and with the Knights of Malta.

WILLIAM S. KUHNS, a hardware mer-

chant and dealer in plumbers' supplies

of Lehighton, is numbered among the

native sons of the Keystone State, and is a repre-

sentative of one of the early families of Carbon

County. He was born on a farm in this county,

on the 17th of August, 1856, and is a son of David

and Mary (Seiger) Kuhns. The father was an

agriculturist and owned and operated a farm in

Carbon County, upon which he spent his entire

life. He was called to his final rest in 1864, and

his wife also died on the old homestead. This

worthj' couple were the parents of twelve chil-

dren, seven sons and five daughters.

The member of the family in whom our readers

are most interested is the well known hardware

merchant of Lehighton, William S. Kuhns. In the

usual manner of farmer lads he was reared to man-

hood, spending the winter months in attendance

at the district schools of the neighborhood, while

in the summer season he aided in the labors of the

fields. Early in life he became familiar with farm

work in all its departments. In order to acquire

a better education he also attended school in Weiss-

port and Lehighton. He made his home upon

the farm until he had attained his majority, when,

not wishing to follow the occupation to which he

was reared, he left home and began learning the

trade of a tinsmith with his brother, B. A. Kuhns,

who was carrying on a store in Schuylkill County.

When he had mastered the business he worked as

journeyman for several years. In 1882 he em-

barked in business on his own account in Lehigh-

ton, beginning operations on a small scale as a

hardware merchant. His stock at first was quite

limited, but he enlarged his facilities to meet the

growing demand, until he now has a fine store,

well equipped with everything found in his line.

He has also added a stock of furnaces, and in

1894 put in all kinds of plumbing supplies.

On the 21st of October, 1877, Mr. Kuhns was

united in marriage with Miss Mary A. Rhodes,

a daughter of Reuben Rhodes, of Lehighton, and

their union has been blessed with a family of nine

children. The parents are both members of the

Evangelical Association, and take a commendable

interest in church and benevolent work. Their

home is a pleasant residence, and its hospitable

doors are ever open for the reception of their

many friends.

Mr. Kuhns is a practical workman in all the de-

partments of his business, and as he thoroughly

understands the goods in which he deals, he can

order to good advantage and place upon the mar-

ket his stock at reasonable prices. He has the con-

fidence of the public, and well deserves the same.

--^m>^<m^-*-

FRANK P. SHARKEY is the efficient and

popular Postmaster of Mauch Chunk, and

his able administration of the affairs of

the office has won him the high commendation of

all concerned. He is also an attorney-at-law, and

although a young man, has won at the Bar a

prominence which might well be envied by many
an older practitioner.

Mr. Sharkey was born in the city which is still

his home, on the 27th of March, 1859, and is a son

of Patrick and Catherine (O'Neil) Sharkey, both

of whom were of Irish descent. For many years

the father was a merchant at Mauch Chunk, and

was recognized as one of its prominent and pro-

gressive business men. The greater part of his

life was here passed, and his death occurred in

this city in 1870. His wife still survives him, and

is now living in Mauch Chunk. They were the

parents of a family of eight children.

Frank P. Sharkey, whose name heads this record,

spent the days of his boyhood and youth in his

parents' home, no event of special importance oc-
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curring during his early youth. In the public

schools he acquired a good English education,

which served as a foundation for the knowledge

which he afterward gained. He subsequently went

abroad, pursuing his studies in Carlow, Ireland,

and in the London University, where he remained

for five years. On the expiration of that period

he returned to the United States and began the

study of law under the preceptorship of Hon. Al-

len Craig, one of the best known legal practition-

ers in the state, now serving as Judge of the Forty-

third Judicial District. Thus his time was em-

ployed until April, 1887, when he was admitted

to the Bar, and at once opened an office and began

general law practice in his own interest.

Mr. Sharkey takes quite an active interest in

local and state politics, and is a stanch supporter

of the men and measures of the Democracy, hav-

ing voted with that party since attaining his ma-

jority. He was appointed County Solicitor in

1891, and filled that position during the succeed-

ing three years in a capable and faithful manner.

In December, 1893, lie was. appointed Postmaster

of Mauch Chunk by President Cleveland, and is

now discharging the duties of that office witli

credit to himself and satisfaction to his constitu-

ents. He is a wide-awake and enterprising young

man, whose excellent ability destines him to rapid

advancement, either in politics or at the Bar, which-

ever line of work he decides to follow.

JULIUS A. REMMEL is the well known, popu-
lar and efficient Postmaster of Mauch Chunk,
and in this position has served for the past

fifteen years, discharging his duties with a prompt-
ness and fidelity that have won him high commen-
dation and led to his long retention in office. He
is a native of the city which is still his home, for

his birth here occurred on the 8th of January,

1850. His parents are Nicholas and Charlotte

(Howard) Remmel. The father was a pattern-

maker by trade, and followed that occupation

during the greater part of his life, thereby support-

ing himself and family. He was called to the

home beyond in January, 1893, and in his death

the community lost one of its worthy citizens.

His wife still survives him, and is yet living in

Mauch Chunk.

No event of special importance occurred during

the boyhood and youth of Julius A. Remmel. He

was quietly reared in his parents' home, and in the

public schools of Mauch Chunk acquired a good

English education which fitted him for the prac-

tical duties of life. During his younger years he

was variously employed, following any occupation

whereby he might earn an honest living. For a

time he engaged in clerking, being thus employed

in the dry-goods store of J. W. Heberling & Co.,

with which he continued his connection for several

years. Later he secured a position, and served as

mail messenger on the road for a term of three

months, and was then offered employment in the

Postoffice of Mauch Chunk, serving as Assistant

Postmaster. The duties of that office he faithfully

performed until 1888, when he was appointed

Postmaster under the administration of Benjamin

Harrison, then President of the United States.

Mr. Remmel was married in 1884, the lady of

his choice being Miss Josephine V. Babcock, a well

known resident of Mauch Chunk, and a daughter

of Charles Babcock. They became the parents of

one son, William L., but he died in early life.

In his political views, Mr. Remmel is a Repub-

lican, and always supports the men and measures

of that party. He is a warm advocate of its prin-

ciples, and does all in his power to aid in its

growth and insure its success. Socially, he is con-

nected with the Royal Arcanum, and is a member

of Carbon Lodge No. 242, F. & A. M. As a

citizen he is wide-awake and progressive, and his

support is given to those enterprises which he be-

lieves will prove of public benefit. His long con-

nection with the Postoffice has made him familiar

with the general public, and his pleasant and affa-

ble manner and the many excellences of his cbar-





WESTON DODSON.
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actor have gained him the high regard of all with

whom business or social relations have brought

him in contact. Both he and his wife have many
friends in the community.

t®. ]f*@SM9. A®)

WESTON DODSON, founder of the firm

of Weston Dodson & Co., extensive

miners and shippers of anthracite

coal, was formerly a resident and prominent citi-

zen of Bethlehem, with the welfare of which

place lie was identified for twenty-six years.

Though lie left a large estate at the time of his

death, it was all honestly and honorably ac-

quired, for he was a man of the strictest integrity,

and made it his rule in life to follow in a prac-

tical way the Master's teaching of doing unto

others as he would be done by. By his fellow-cit-

izens and those who knew him best, lie was held in

the highest honor as a man of inflexible truth and

noble work.

The paternal grandfather of our subject was

Samuel Dodson, and his father, whose given name
was John, was a well known farmer of Penn Town-
ship, in what was formerly Northampton, but which

is now comprised within the limits of Carbon Coun-
ty. The date of his birth was February 26, 1771,

and his mother was Elizabeth (Rhoades) Dodson.
He was the fourth in order of birth and the second

son of ten children. After attaining his majority

he removed to Huntingdon Township, Luzerne

County, where he purchased a farm, which he im-

proved and cultivated until his death, May 9, 1859.

He was first married in 1796, to Miss Clarissa Har-

rison, daughter of Stephen Harrison. This lady

died in 1820, leaving eight children to mourn her

loss. Her father was formerly a resident of Litch-

field County, Conn., and became a prominent farm-

er in Luzerne County. For his second wife John
Dodson chose Sophronia Monroe, wl»o vyas a native

3

of Connecticut, and whose death occurred in 1841.

The father was a Justice of the Peace, having been
first appointed by the Governor, and later elected

for several terms by the people. The Dodson fam-
ily is of English descent, three brothers having lo-

cated in Pennsylvania in its early history.

Weston Dodson was born April 22, 1824, and
grew to manhood on his father's farm in Luzerne
County. In early manhood he went to Freemans-

burg, where he began his life work. At the age

of thirty-five he removed to Bethlehem, where he

finished his long and highly prosperous business

career.

April 12, 1859, a ceremony was performed that

united Weston Dodson and Miss Jane E. Craig,

daughter of William Craig, a pioneer of North-

ampton County. The result of this union was the

birth of three children: Mary R., now Mrs. G.

It. Radford, who resides in Philadelphia; and C.

Miner and Jane W., the two latter living with their

mother.

The large coal mines in which Mr. Dodson was

interested are located at Morea and Audenried,

Schuylkill and Carbon Counties respectively, and

rank among the finest in the state, thousands of

tons of coal being daily handled at these points.

The villages inhabited by the miners are beautifully

situated, and are much better managed than the

villages usually allotted to this class of workmen.

The residences are substantial, the communities

plentifully supplied with pure, wholesome water,

and the company has always made it a point, as

far as possible, to surround their workmen with

favorable and pleasant conditions.

The death of Weston Dodson occurred January

8, 1889, and his funeral was attended by hosts of

friends and fellow-townsmen and numbers of prom-

inent people from all parts of the country, the ser-

vices taking place at the Trinity Episcopal Church,

of which he was one of the founders. Among the

last words which fell from the lips of our subject

was one brief sentence, which deserves to be re-

membered by everyone who knew him. Within a

few hours of his death, when the dark shadows

were closing around him, he said, with a flash of

proud consciousness, which gave a most touching

pathos to his words; "Every dollar I leave my chil-
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dren has been justly earned." The name which

he kept untarnished is a truly noble heritage for

his children, and his influence in the community

is one which'is still felt for good.

T OUIS A. SALADE, M. D., A. B., M. A., is

I C^ one of the leading young physicians and

surgeons of Catasauqua, having succeeded

in acquiring an extensive and remunerative prac-

tice. A public-spirited man, he is always iden-

tified with all movements tending to further lo-

cal and general interests, and personally is very

popular, having hosts of warm friends. A native

of Schuylkill County, Pa., the Doctor was born

near Tamaqua, June 27, 1864. For several gener-

ations his ancestors had followed the medical pro-

fession, in which they achieved high honors. He
comes of good old Huguenot stock, his great-

great-grandfather having fled from the religious

persecution in France, to seek refuge in this land

of liberty and free conscience. Dr. Joseph Salade,

our subject's grandfather, was a native of Penn-

sylvania, and graduated from the Jefferson Medical

College at Philadelphia. He practiced for a time

in this state, but later found his field of work in

Circleville, Ohio, where he was a practicing physi-

cian until he retired to return to his old home.

His death occurred when nearly eighty years of

age, in New Ringgold, Pa.

The father of our subject, Dr. Edwin S., was
born in the Keystone State, his boyhood being

passed in Ohio. Like his father before him, he be-

came a student in Jefferson Medical College at

Philadelphia, and later was in the medical depart-

ment of the University of Pennsylvania. After

his graduation he settled in Schuylkill County, and
in 1872 became a resident of Tamaqua, where he
was in practice until his death in 1884, when he
had nearly attained his fiftieth birthday. Religi-

ously he was a member of the Presbyterian Church,
and in politics was a Democrat. The wife of Dr.
Edwin Salade was before her marriage Emma >S.

Yaeger, a native of Berks County. Her father

Rev, Oottleib F., was born in Wurternberg, Ger-

many, in 1797, and received his education at the

University of Tubingen. He was ordained as a

minister in the Lutheran Church, and on coming

to the United States, when about twenty years of

age, located in Berks County, where he preached

the Gospel for over half a century. He had the

honor of being the oldest minister in his denom-

ination in this country at the time of his death

which occurred in his ninetieth year. His wife

formerly Mary Audenried, of Swiss descent, also

lived to an extreme old age, her death occurring

when she was ninety-two years of age. The mother

of our subject is still living, her home being in

Tamaqua, and of her two sons and one daughter

Louis A. is the youngest. His brother has passed

away, and the sister, Mamie, is the wife of Dr. R. N.

Ramsay, of Birmingham, Ala.

Dr. Louis A. Salade attended the excellent pub-

lic and private schools of his birthplace, and in

1880 entered the preparatory department of Frank-

lin and Marshall College at Lancaster. In 1881

he entered the Freshman class of that well known

institution, and was active in its literary society,

being still a member of the Greek letter fraternity

known as the Chi Phi Society. He graduated in

1885 with the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and in

1890 his Alma Mater conferred upon him the de-

gree of Master of Arts. In the fall of 1885 the

young man entered the University of Pennsyl-

vania, in the medical department, and graduated

three years later with the degree of Doctor of Med-

icine. For a time, as his health had been slightly

impaired by his arduous studies, the Doctor was in

the South, being connected with the Pioneer Min-

ing and Manufacturing Company at Thomas, Ala.

At the end of two years, having recovered his nor-

mal health, he returned, and in 1890 located in

this city to begin his career, which has greatly

prospered. The Doctor's residence and office are at

the corner of Fourth ^and Strawberry Streets, a

beautiful place, showing the marks of refinement

and culture.

February 26, 1889, Dr. Salade married Miss

Blanche T., daughter of J. W. Fuller, whose biog-

raphy appears in another portion of this work.

Mrs. Salade was born in Philadelphia, and passed

her girlhood in this city. She was given the best
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of educational advantages, for after completing

the public schools of this city she entered Vassar

College, and later was a student in the exclusive

and renowned Ogontz in Philadelphia. The Doc-

tor and his wife have two living children, Lewis

A., Jr., and Jeannette. The parents are faithful

attendants and members of the Episcopal Church.

Dr. Salade is a member of the Board of Health

of Catasauqua, and is in the front ranks of all

measures pertaining to sanitation and hygiene.

He belongs to the Lehigh County, the Lehigh Val-

le3' and the State Medical Societies, having acted

as Vice-President of the first-named organization.

REV. JOHN F. POLLOCK, pastor of the

First Presbyterian Church of Allentown,

is a native of Scotland. He was born in

Coatbridge, near Glasgow, January 4, 1846, and is

a son of Alexander and Jean (Fin dialer) Pollock.

In 1852 his parents emigrated with their family to

the United States, and took up their residence in

Blossburg, Tioga County, Pa. In his youth he

attended the public schools, where his primary ed-

ucation was acquired, and in September, 1867, he

•entered Lafayette College, where he continued his

studies for four years, being graduated from that

institution in 1871. With the desire to enter the

ministry and make its work his profession through

life, he then entered the Theological Seminar}' of

Princeton, N. J., and was graduated in 1874, after

a three-years course.

After being ordained the gentleman of whom we

write entered upon his life work, and accepted

a call to the pastorate of the Presbyterian Church

in Oxford, N. J., where he continued for nine

years. During that time he won the love and con 6-

dence not only of his own congregation, but of all

the people of the community, and was highly re-

spected throughout that vicinity. On account of

failing health the charge was resigned in April, 1883,

and he traveled for a period of five months in

Europe. After he returned he came to Allentown,

in response to a call from the First Presbyterian

Church of this city. Eleven years have passed since

that time, but he has continued as its pastor uninter-

ruptedly. The church under his leadership has

grown, and has become one of the leading relig-

ious organizations of Allentown.

In 1874 Mr. Pollock was united in marriage

with Miss Lizzie Agnew, a resident of Easton, Pa.,

and a daughter of John Agnew. She has been a

faithful companion and helpmate to her husband,

aiding him in his labors and bearing a prominent

part in the church work. She, also, is greatly be-

loved, for she possesses many excellences of char-

acter and kindliness of spirit, which have gained

her the warm regard of all with whom she has been

brought in contact. She presides with grace over

their pleasant and hospitable home, which is located

at No. 35 North Fifth Street.

Mr. Pollock is a frequent contributor to various

local papers on religious and moral topics. He is a

ready writer, and his fluency and precision, added

to the deep thought given to matters on which he

writes, make his articles much sought for by the

public. In the pulpit he is a logical speaker, clear

and forcible, and the regard of his congregation

is shown by his long retention in the pastorate of

one church. Among his people he is a courteous,

warm-hearted gentleman, who teaches as much by

example as by precept.

*4 Vlf
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HON. ASA PACKER, or Judge Packer, as

he was more generally known, was a phil-

anthropist, a politician and a business

man of the highest order. Few men in this com-

munity have become more widely and favorably

known than he, for his name was famous not only

in this, but in many adjoining states. To him is

due the honor, to a large extent, of having opened

up the riches of the inexhaustible beds of the an-

thracite coal regions.

The birth of Judge Packer occurred in Groton,

Conn., December 20, 1806, and he departed this life

in Philadelphia, May 17, 1879. After receiving

common-school advantages he commenced learn-

ing the tanner's trade, but in 1822 went to Sus-

quehanna County, Pa., where he learned the car-

penter's trade with a relative, and he afterward

worked at this calling in New York City. Re-
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turning to the Keystone State, however, when the

Lehigh Valley Canal was opened in 1823, he estab-

lished his home in Mauch Chunk, becoming the

owner and master of a boat which carried coal

to Philadelphia. He also acquired an interest in

other boats, but in 1831 gave up the business in

order to carry on a store and boatyard. In 1837

he completed a contract for locks, becoming well

known as a contractor in this line. A year later

he began to build boats at Pottsville for the

transportation of coal to New York by way of

the new canal, which soon attracted all the traffic

that had before passed through Philadelphia.

Judge Packer became extensively engaged in min-

ing and the transportation of coal, working the

mines of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company
and operating new mines at Hazleton.

In 1844 the Judge was elected to the Legisla-

ture and secured the creation of the separate

county of Carbon, with the county seat at Mauch
Chunk. Afterward he filled for five years the post

of County Judge, and projected the Lehigh Valley

Railroad, for which he secured the necessary sub-

scription, and by 1855 had the line completed

from Mauch Chunk to Easton, with branches to

Hazleton and Mahoning. Subsequently he pro-

cured its extension northward to connect with the

Erie Railroad, thus giving the anthracite coal

region an outlet. He was President of the com-
pany and, though financially embarrassed before

the completion of the line, shared largely in the

profits that afterward accrued to the company, be-

coming the richest man of his day in Pennsylvania.

On the Democratic ticket Judge Packer was
elected to Congress, and was re-elected as a Free-

soil Democrat, serving from December, 1853, to

March, 1857. In 1868 he received the votes of

the Pennsylvania delegates for the Presidential

nomination in the National Democratic Conven-
tion. The year following he was a candidate for

Governor, and in 1876 he was a Commissioner for

the Centennial Exposition. In 1865 Judge Packer
gave (1500,000, eighty-one hundred and fifteen

acres of land, to found Lehigh University at South
Bethlehem, for the purpose of affording the young
men of the Lehigh Valley advanced technical edu-
cation vnt/flout charge. The scherne of studies

embraces civil, mining and mechanical engineering

physics, chemistry, metallurgy and classics. By his

last will he secured an endowment of $1,500 000

to the university and one of $500,000 to the library.

His daughter, Mrs. Mary (Packer) Cummings

gave a memorial church, which was dedicated on

October 13. 1887, the anniversary of the founding

of the university.

n . , 1, ), i ph i

WILLIAM H. GRAHAM, an influential

citizen of Lehigh County, is a practical

iron man, and is at present Superin-

tendent of the Catasauqua Manufacturing Com-

pany, which is located in Catasauqua. He was born

in Buffalo, N. Y., November 24, 1846, and is a son

of William Graham, a native of Scotland, where

his father, William by name, was born, and follow-

ed the trade of a wheelwright. The latter came

to America and plied his trade in Buffalo, N. Y.,

until his decease. In that city the father of our

subject also worked for a time, and then removed

to Pittsburg, where he lived for many years prior

to his decease, which sad event occurred in his

sixtieth 3'ear. He was one of the substantial resi-

dents of his community, and a valued member of

th£ Presbyterian Church.

Mrs. Catherine (Stewart) Graham, the mother of

our subject, was also born in Scotland. She reared

a family of six children, of whom William H. is

the eldest. He was reared in Pittsburg, and at-

tended the public schools until seventeen years of

age, when he was apprenticed to learn the trades

of pattern-maker, millwright and machinist. After

mastering these callings he took up iron-rolling,

and on learning it was made night Superintend-

ent at Carnegie's Mills in Pittsburg. After being

eighteen months in their employ, he transferred his

interests to Graff, Bennett & Co., where he was

General Superintendent for twelve years.

In 1889 Mr. Graham was offered the position of

Superintendent in the Catasauqua Manufacturing

Company. Moving here, he took charge of one

mill, and in 1893 the supervision of the three

mills of the company was placed under his con-

trol. He made many necessary changes, putting in
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new boilers, furnaces, etc., and now the mills, when

running at their full capacity, give employment

to about nine hundred men. Mr. Graham gives

his attention to every detail, and attends to the

mixture of irons. Having made this business his

occupation since 1863, he has a reputation second

to none in the county.

Miss Lydia Robb became the wife of our subject

June 7, 1869. To them has been born one child,

who bears the name of Mazie A. Our subject be-

longs to St. John's Lodge No. 219, F. & A. M., in

Pittsburg, and in politics is a stanch Republican.

He is a man of sterling worth and belongs to the

Presbyterian Church in this district. He may truly

be called a self-made man, for he started out in life

empty handed and by his own industrious and

enterprising habits has steadily worked his way

upward to a position among the substantial citizens

of the community.

HON. ABRAHAM W. LERCH. Through

his services in the State Legislature for

two terms the subject of this sketch has

gained a high reputation, not only in his own dis-

trict, but throughout other portions of Pennsyl-

vania. He resides in Lehigh Township, North-

ampton County, where he manufactures school

slates and carries on a general mercantile business.

Both as a business man and in public affairs he is

efficient, capable and trustworthy, and has de-

servedly gained more than ordinary success.

The Lerch family was numbered among the pio-

neers of Northampton County, and the parents of

our subject, Adam and Magdalena (Waitman)

Lerch, were both born here. Upon his father's

farm in Allen Township, Abraham W. was born

October 10, 1814. He remained at home, his time

being spent in the manner common to farmer

boys, until he attained his fourteenth year, when
he went to live with his uncle, Abraham Lerch, a

merchant in Lehigh Township, with whom he re-

mained until his marriage. In the neighboring

public schools he acquired a fair knowledge of the

studies taught in that day. From the time he

became an inmate of his uncle's home he aided

him in the management of his store, of which he

early gained a thorough knowledge.

The marriage of Mr. Lerch took place in March,

1840, at which time Miss Mary, daughter of Elias

and Sybilla Klepinger, became his wife. They
have had five children, one of whom, Amanda, is

deceased. The others are named as follows: Sallie,

wife of Lewis Koons and a resident of Carbon
County; George H., whose home is in Lehigh
Township, Northampton County; James M., also

living in this township; and Catherine, wife of

Dr. Sieger, of Seigfried's Bridge, this state.

For many years our subject was in partnership

with his uncle, whose interest he purchased in

1853, and for some years afterward was sole pro-

prietor of the concern. In 1870 he associated him-

self with his sons, George H. and James M„ the

firm name becoming Lerch & Co. They are doing
a good business, and have a well stocked estab-

lishment, where everything needed in the city or

country household can be found. For many years

Mr. Lerch engaged extensively in the manufacture

of late roofing, but for the past few years has con-

fined his attention to the making of school slates,

and gives employment in his factory to twenty

men.

Mr. Lerch has always been one of the most pop-

ular citizens of Lehigh Township. He is promi-

nent in politics as a member of the Democratic

party. For many years he served as Justice of the

Peace, and in 1878 was elected to the State Legis-

lature, in which responsible position he served for

two terms. He is liberal in his views and in favor

of every movement having for its object the im-

provement of the county. He is a member of the

Reformed Church, in which he has officiated as an

Elder, Deacon and Trustee.

^ i i < 1
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TT-V tJGENE T. WILHELM, M. D. The phy-

| Cy sicians of South Bethlehem are men who
compare favorably with those of any other

city in point of learning, as well as in skill and

ability as practitioners; and to entitle their suc-

cessors to high rank among their professional

brethren of the state, it only remains for them to
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sustain the character which has already been given

to the profession of this city. Among the busiest,

as well as the most successful, of this class of men

is Dr. Wilhelm, who is well and favorably known,

not only in South Bethlehem, but also throughout

Northampton County.

The medical skill possessed by Dr. Wilhelm,

while largely developed by thorough training, lias

been inherited from his father, Dr. Benjamin Wil-

helm, a very prominent physician and especially

successful as a surgeon. The latter was born in

Baden, Germany, and was a graduate of Tubingen,

where he received the degree of Doctor of Medi-

cine. On leaving his native land, he emigrated

to America, and settling in South Bethlehem, en-

gaged in the practice of medicine and surgery

until his death, which occurred in the prime of

manhood. In his religious connections he was

identified with the Moravian Church. His wife

bore the maiden name of Frederieka Paulus, and

was born in Bethlehem, Pa., her father having

come hither from Germany. She died in 1852,

leaving four children, two of whom yet survive.

The subject of this sketch was born in Bethle-

hem, February 5, 1849, and was reared to man's

estate in this city. His education was obtained

at the parochial schools, and he also took a special

course at Lehigh University, Dr. Abram Stout

being his preceptor. Subsequently, in 1876, he

entered Jefferson Medical College, and was gradu-

ated therefrom three years later with the degree

of Doctor of Medicine. Dr. Wilhelm began his

practice in South Bethlehem, and has succeeded

admirably in his profession. In 1886 he built his

residence and office at No. 1 1 West Fourth Street.

The pleasant home of the Doctor is presided

over by his amiable wife, whose maiden name was

Eleanor Bemis, and who was born in Boston, Mass.,

where her marriage to the Doctor was celebrated

in 1891. Her father, A. S. Bemis, is a wholesale

merchant and prominent business man in "the

Hub." One child, whom they have named Pauline,

brightens their home.

Dr. Wilhelm is a member of the Board of Health

of South Bethlehem, and is Physician for the Chil-

dren's Home, and District Physician for South

Bethlehem. He is also Examining Physician for

the leading insurance companies of the place: The

New York Life, the New York Mutual, the Massa-

chusetts Mutual and the Mutual Benefit Society of-

New York. Fraternally he is connected with the

Free and Accepted Masons, with the Royal Arch

Masons and the Council. Among the members of

the Lehigh Valley and Northampton County Med-

ical Associations he is numbered, and it is his en-

deavor to keep thoroughly posted in every new

discovery relating to his profession. In religious

belief the Doctor holds membership with the Mo-

ravian Church, the faith of his fathers.

fMMSfe—

/~~y EORGE H. MYERS, President of the First

V~\JC National Bank of Bethlehem, is a stock-

holder and Director in the Bethlehem Iron

Company, and is a large coal operator of the Le-

high Valley. In addition to the enterprises men-

tioned he is interested in several railroads and in

a number of the leading manufactories and indus-

tries of this region. Since 1865 he has been a res-

ident of this place. In conducting his numerous

enterprises he has manifested energy and persever-

ance, and has brought to bear upon them his ear-

nest attention and best efforts.

The subject of this narrative comes from one of

the old and respected families of Adams County,

Pa., and is of German ancestry. His paternal

grandfather, Henry Myers, was born in New Ches-

ter, Adams County, and followed the occupations

of milling and farming. He lived to a good old

age, dying when in his seventy-seventh year, and

one of his brothers lived to be over ninety years

of age. Jacob A., the father of George H., also a

native of the same place as his father, built and

owned the Good Intent Woolen Factory, and also

a homestead on the Little Bermudian Creek. His

mill was run by water-power, and he was reasona-

bly successful in that enterprise. His wife, who

was born New Year's Day, 1821, is still living, her

home being in Bethlehem. In her girlhood she

bore the name of Sarah Ann Deardorff. She was

born at Deardorff's Mill, near Petersburg, Adams

County, Pa., being a daughter of George Deardorff,

the original proprietor of the mill, who also oper-
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ated a good farm in the same vicinity. Mrs. Myers

has always been an active worker in the Lutheran

Church. By her marriage she became the mother

of seven children, all but one of whom are living.

Emily is the wife of James Ellis, of Pottsville, Pa.;

George H. is the next in order of birth; Nancy,

whose home is in Bethlehem, is the widow of F. C.

Mattes; L. Richmond is an attorn ey-at-law in Beth-

lehem, Pa.; Jacob U. is likewise a resident of Beth-

lehem; and William B. is a teller in the First Na-

tional Bank, of which our subject is President.

Until twelve years of age our subject continued

to reside on his father's farm, where his birth oc-

curred August 26, 1843. In 1855 his father be-

came associated with his brother-in-law, John B.

McCreary, in coal-mining, and removed to Tre-

mont, Schuylkill County, Pa., where the family re-

sided for one year and then removed to Audenried,

Carbon County, where the mines known as the

Honey Brook were situated. At that place young

Myers clerked in the firm's store and attended

school. In August, 1860, he entered Dickinson

Seminary at Williamsport, and was a student there

for nearly four years; he then entered Eastman's

Business College at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., where he

took the full commercial course. Returning home
in the spring of 1865, on his father's death in Sep-

tember of that year, in the fifty-first year of his

age, he succeeded him as a Director in the Honey
Brook Coal Company, in which the senior Mr. Myers

had had an interest.

At this time, in the fall of 1865, commenced the

active career of G. H. Myers, and he remained in

the coal company until its valuable plant was sold

to the Central Railroad of New Jersey. Though
the young man had scarcely more than reached his

majority, the management of his father's large es-

tate was entrusted to him. He soon became much
interested in coal mines, and in 1868 the firm

of A. L. Mumper & Co. was organized, and was

soon considered one of the leading coal firms in

the Lehigh region. Ten years having expired and

the senior partner having died, the firm name was

changed to Thomas John & Co., and again in 1880,

on Mr. John's demise, the firm name was altered

to George H. Myers & Co. To-day Mr. Myers is

considered one of the leading business men of the

Lehigh, Schuylkill and Wyoming Valleys, being in-

terested in industrial enterprises located there.

Having for many years been before the public as

a man of energy and ability, and one who was ever

active in the promotion of industries and improve-

ments, Mr. Myers was in 1877 elected Councilman
of the borough of Bethlehem, serving until 1880,

when he was made Burgess. In his official capaci-

ties he has shown the same convictions of right

and honor that he has always manifested in his

private affairs, and nothing can swerve him from
the path of duty. In 1882, after earnest solicita-

tion from his friends, he allowed his name to go
before the county convention as a candidate for

State Senator, and though he was announced late

in the day he received a flattering vote in the con-

vention and then withdrew, joining his forces to

those of J. S. Hess, thus nominating him on the

fourth ballot.

In January, 1874, Mr. Myers became a Director

in the P'irst National Bank of Bethlehem, and six

years later was chosen its President, which posi-

tion he has filled. ever since. The firm of George

H. Myers & Co. sold their interest in the Spring

Brook Colliery in May, 1892, but our subject still

remains in the business in connection with other

collieries, being Treasurer of the Mid-Valley Coal

Company, Secretary and Treasurer of the Alton

Coal Company, and a Director in the Silver Brook

Coal Company. He is Vice-President of the Pon-

upo Mining and Transportation Company, a Cuban

enterprise, and is Secretary and Treasurer of the

Pioneer Mining and Manufacturing Company of

Thomas, Ala., besides being a Director in the Allen-

town & Bethlehem Rapid Transit Company.

In Bethlehem the marriage of our subject and

Miss Caroline Weiss was celebrated in 1873. The
lady was born on Summit Hill, Pa., and is a daugh-

ter of Francis Weiss, a large coal operator, who is

now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Myers have a family

comprising the following children: Frank J., a

member of the Class of '98 in Lehigh Univer-

sity; Emily R., who is attending school at Berlin,

Germany; Katie W. and Caroline W., who gradu-

ated from the high school in 1 894, and are also at

Berlin; and Helen D., George H., Jr., Legh R. and

Edward L., who complete the number. Mr. Myers
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is a member of the Masonic fraternity, having at-

tained the Thirty-second Degree. He is a mem-
ber of the lodge and chapter of Bethlehem, Hugh
DePayens Commandery, K. T., and of Blooms-

berry Consistory. He is also an Elder and active

member in Grace Lutheran Church.

ROBERT W. YOUNG, M. D., is one of the

oldest and most prominent physicians and

surgeons in Slatington, where he has been

established since 1875. He is a native of Carbon

County, having been born at Lehigh Gap Decem-
ber 4, 1847. His father, Jacob Young, was a na-

tive of Northampton County, this state, and de-

parted this life in 1851. The first of our subject's

ancestors to come to America emigrated from Ger-

many at an early day, and made a settlement in

the Lehigh Valley. The maiden name of -our sub-

ject's mother was Elizabeth Mummey. She was
also born in Northampton County, the daughter

of Jacob Mummey, and died in 1881.

Robert W., of this sketch, removed from his na-

tive place in childhood, and spent his boyhood days
in Musselman's school district, Northampton Coun-
ty, receiving his primary education in the common
schools of that place. When a lad of thirteen

years he was sent to Weaversville Academy, in

Northampton County, where he pursued his studies

for a time, and later taught school. He then en-

tered the State Normal School at Kutztown, and
was graduated from that institution with the Class

of '71.

In the above year our subject began reading
medicine, and at the same time was engaged in the
profession of a school teacher. In the spring of

1872 he entered the office of Dr. H. O. Wilson, of
Slatington, a prominent physician of this city, and
when far enough advanced in medical lore, took a

course of lectures at the Jefferson Medical College,
of Philadelphia, from which he was graduated in

March, 1875. He immediately located in Slating-
ton for the practice of his profession, and has since
made this place his home. He is conducting a
very large business, by reason of his superior skill

and knowledge as a physician, and is now, and has

been for many years, Examining Physician for

the old-line life insurance companies. In 1888

he became established in the drug business, and

now has one of the most reliable and finest-stocked

stores in the city. He has been engaged in vari-

ous other business enterprises, and was one of the

organizers of the Slatington Rolling Mill Com-
pany, in which he is a stockholder at the present

time.

Socially our subject is a member of the Lehigh

County Medical Society, of which he was Presi-

dent for some time. He is now serving in the

capacity of Vice-President of that society, with

which he has been connected for many years. He
also holds membership with the State Medical As-

sociation and with the Lehigh Valley Medical

Association. In politics our subject is a strong

Democrat.

The Odd Fellows' lodge finds in Dr. Young a

valued member, he belonging to Slatington Lodge

No. 624, and Encampment No. 231. He is also a

charter member of Slatington Castle No. 206,

Knights of the Golden Eagle, and a charter mem-
ber of Star of the North Commandery No. 92,

Ancient and Illustrious Order Knights of Malta.

He was elected a life member of the Supreme

Grand Commander , Ancient and Illustrious Order

Knights of Malta of the Continent of America.

He is also a charter member of Slatington Lodge

No. 1813, K. of H., and a member of the Col-

lege of the Ancients, and Deputy Grand Com-

mander for the Eighteenth District, including

Mauch Chunk, Lehighton, Northampton and

Slatington, with headquarters at the latter place.

August 29, 1877, Dr. Young and Miss Ella J. R.

Kuntz were united in marriage. The lady is the

daughter of Moses and Leah (Wert) Kuntz, and

by her union with the Doctor has become the

mother of two daughters and one son: Lizzie

May, Olive Mildred and Ralph W., the latter de-

ceased. Mrs. Young was a sister of the late Henry

A. Kuntz, a bright and promising young man, who

met his sad fate in the railroad wreck near Lehigh

Gap, on the Lehigh Valley Railroad, in December,

1880. She is also a sister of Cyrus Kuntz, one

of Allentown's most prosperous young men, being
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proprietor and editor of the Daily City Item, in

Allentown, which is the largest circulating me-

dium in Lehigh County.

The Doctor has two sisters, Mrs. E. A. Kich-

line and Mrs. Mary A. Birchey, both enjoying

health and desirable homes. Of his two brothers,

Charles W., with a bright future before him, was

suddenly stricken with typhoid fever in 1856 and

succumbed to the disease; while James H. entered

the army as a volunteer at the call to arms in

1862, was at once assigned to the office of Orderly-

Sergeant of Company G, One Hundred and Fifty-

third Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, and in

defense of his country fell at the battle of Gettys-

burg, Pa., July 1, 1863.

The Doctor and his wife are members in good

standing of the Lutheran Church, and have a

beautiful home in the city, where they entertain in

a right royal style a host of warm friends.

•^IXKIMI*
r~y OL. ROIXIN HENRY WILBUR is General

\^ j Superintendent of the Lehigh Valley Rail-

road,and in 1891 was appointed Lieutenant-

Colonel on the staff of Governor Pattison, of

Pennsylvania. In February, 1894, he was elected

a member of the Borough Council of Fountain

Hill, in which place he has his residence. In many
of the leading corporations, enterprises and indus-

tries of Northampton County and of eastern Penn-

sylvania, he has long been prominently identified,

and his financial sagacity and foresight being gen-

erally known, his name is a guarantee of success.

Colonel Wilbur was born in Bethlehem, Septem-

ber 3, 1863, his parents being Elisha Packer and

Stella (Abbott) Wilbur. The former was a native

of Mystic, Conn., born January 31, 1833, a son of

Henry and Eveline Wilbur, the latter of whom
was a sister of Judge Asa Packer, late of Pennsyl-

vania. When Elisha Wilbur was six years old his

father removed to the Lehigh Valley, joining his

fortunes with those of his now illustrious kinsman,

Judge Packer. The lad attended school for some

time, and after completing his studies was fur-

nished employment by the Judge at the Nesque-

honing Mines, where he attained to a responsible

position, and there remained until 1851. After leav-

ing that position he was for five months a student

at Woodbridge Hall, Perth Amboy, N. J., and

then, returning to his uncle's employ, he lived in

Mauch Chunk until 1856. During this time he

assisted Robert H. Sayre, a civil engineer, in sur-

veying the route of the Lehigh Valley Railroad.

Afterwards he kept the accounts of Judge Packer,

disbursing all the funds required by contractors ind

others connected with the enterprise. In 1856 he en-

tered the office of E. A. Packer & Co., in Phila-

delphia, and remained there for several years. In

1870 he opened the banking house of E. P. Wilbur

& Co., in South Bethlehem. He has been active in

many corporations and has held the office of Bur-

gess of South Bethlehem. At the present time he

is connected with the Lehigh Valley Railroad as

President of that justly celebrated and paying cor-

poration.

Rollin Henry Wilbur was educated in a private

school, and in Mt. Pleasant Military Academy at

Sing Sing, N. Y., where he was located from 1876

to 1880. In the latter year he entered Lehigh

University and took a special four-years course.

In 1884 he entered the service of the Lehigh Val-

ley Railroad, being in the office of H. Stanley

Goodwin, General Superintendent, for two years.

He was then made Assistant to the General Super-

intendent, and in 1888 became Assistant to the Sec-

ond Vice-President. When the Lehigh Valley was

leased to the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad in

1892, he became assistant to A. A. McLeod, Presi-

dent and General Manager, and the same year w,as

given the position of Assistant to the Third Vice-

President of the Philadelphia & Reading Road,

with authority to act as Third Vice-President in

the absence of that officer.

January 1, 1893, Colonel Wilbur was appointed

General Superintendent of the Eastern Division

of the Philadelphia & Reading system, and in

March, 1894, the territory was extended to cover

all railroad lines of the Lehigh Valley, this having

returned to its old management. When the office

of General Manager of the Lehigh Valley was

abolished, May 1, 1894, our subject was given en-

tire charge of the operating department, and also

of the Lehigh Valley Transportation Company.
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He is a Director in the Lehigh Valley, the Easton

& Amboy, and the Easton & Northwestern Rail-

road Companies, and is also a Director in the E. P.

Wilbur Trust Company, the Sayre Metal Company,

the Sayre Water Company, the Sayre Land Com-

pany, the Lehigh Valley Creosoting Company, the

Eynon-Evans Manufacturing Company, and others.

In addition to those named he is President of the

Glenn Summit Hotel and Land Company, the Le-

high Valley Creosoting Company, and the Eynon-

Evans Manufacturing Company. In the American

Institute of Mining Engineers he is interested as a

member, belongs to the Military Service Institute

of the United States, and is a Director of the Mc-

Clelland Memorial Association ; he is also a mem-

ber of the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the

Eevolution, and Director of the New York Light-

erage and Transportation Company.

In 1884 Colonel Wilbur married Nanny, daugh-

ter of the late Hon. Robert A. Lamberton, LL. D.,

President of Lehigh University, and they have two

daughters, Dorothy and Isabel.

wILLIAM H. JACOBS, part owner in

the Excelsior Knitting Machine Man-

ufacturing Company, is a practical ma-

chinist, and with his partners, E. A. Hirner and

A. F. Henninger, ranks among the prominent bus-

iness men of South Bethlehem. Their plant is lo-

cated on Birch Street and is one of the important

industries of the Lehigh Valley. Our subject was

born in Allentown February 26, 1859, and is the

son of Aaron P. Jacobs, whose birth occurred near

Schnecksville, the above county. The great-grand-

father of our subject, who bore the name of Chris-

tian Jacobs, was a native of Germany, whence he

came to the United States when eighteen years of

age, and later participated in the Revolutionary

War. He located in the Lehigh Valley and pur-

chased land from William Penn, which is still in

possession of the family.

Aaron P. Jacobs was a miller by trade, which

branch of business he followed successfully for

many years. He was a devoted member of the

Lutheran Church and bore well his part in church

work. The maiden name of his wife was Anna
M. Gaumer, daughter of John A. Gaumer, who

was a farmer by occupation and possessed fine

iron ore mines on his estate. The parents of

our subject reared a family of three children,

of whom William H. was the eldest but one. He

grew to manhood in Allentown and took a thor-

ough course in the public schools of that city, and

later attended Blackman's Business College.

Upon attaining his seventeenth year our subject

began learning the trade of a miller in his father's

mill located at Bethlehem. He worked under a

superintendent for four years and was then given

charge of the plant, which he operated for three

years. In 1882 he went to Easton, and for eigh-

teen months worked at the machinist's trade, after

which he accepted a position in the Excelsior

Knitting Mill at Bethlehem. He was soon pro-

moted to be Master Mechanic in the silk mills of

that city, which position he held for a period of

seven years.

In February, 1893, the original of this sketch

formed a partnership with E. A. Hirner and A. F.

Henninger and established the Excelsior Knitting

Machine Manufacturing Company, having their

plant located at No. 14 South Church Street,

Allentown. In February of the following year,

however, they changed their location to this city,

now occupying the block which our subject erected

in the fall of 1893. The building, 80x54 feet in di-

mensions, is three stories in height, with a basement,

which is occupied by the machinery. They have

a fifty-five-horse-power boiler with a twenty-five-

horse-power engine. The first floor is devoted to

the manufacturing interests of the company, and

the second and third floors are rented to C. & J.

Gould for their knitting works. The Excelsior

Knitting Machine Manufacturing Company give

employment to thirty-five men, and their shops

have a capacity of turning out from thirty-five to

forty knitting machines each week. They find a

ready market for the machine, which was invented

and patented by Mr. Hirner and which is shipped to

all points in the United States.

The marriage of our subject occurred in this

city February 13, 1883, at which time he was

united with Miss Emma J. Foltz, a native of Sau-
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con. Socially Mr. Jacobs is an Odd Fellow, be-

longing to the Wreath of Friendship in this city,

also to the Knights of Pythias. He is likewise con-

nected with the Order of Red Men and the Royal

Arcanum. He has been a resident of South Beth-

lehem since 1883, and has made many warm friends

in this community. He is a devoted member of

the Reformed Church, and in politics is a stanch

Republican. Mr. Jacobs is the owner of considera-

ble real estate in the city, having four residences

located on Fourth and Birch Streets and four on

Fifth and Spruce Streets. He takes a part in every

reform and assists by his presence, purse and influ-

ence in all improvements for the benefit of the

city.

g)MP •

FRANK W. WEIL. The active business in-

terests'of Allentown have no better rep-

resentative than this gentleman, who is

proprietor of the Union Steam Planing Mills,

which turn out all kinds of building materials.

In addition to that enterprise he also operates a

carpet-cleaning establishment, conducting busi-

ness at No. 1031 Linden Street. The firm of F.

W. Weil & Co. gives employment to about thirty

men, and occupies a building 34x230 feet in di-

mensions and three stories in height. They also

manufacture wood mantels and grilles and do a

large and lucrative business.

Our subject is a native of New York City,

where his birth occurred August 2, 1848. He is

the son of George P. and Caroline (Myers) Weil,

natives of Germany, the former of whom was a

prosperous business man of New York. In 1854 the

father came to Allentown, where he was prominent

in commercial circles and where he resided until

his decease, which occurred in 1887, when in his

eighty-third year. The mother of our subject is

also deceased, having departed this life in 1876, in

Allentown.

Frank W. Weil, of this sketch, was the youngest

member of his parents' family of nine children,

only four of whom are living. He passed his

boyhood and youth in New York City, where he

was given a good education, supplementing the

knowledge gained in the common schools by a

course of study in the Allentown Seminary and

Lititz College, Lancaster County, Pa. Later he en-

tered the business college of Bryant & Stratton in

Brookl3'n, and graduated from that college in

1869. Iu 1870 Mr. Weil came to Allentown and

at once established himself in his present business.

He is regarded as one of those men of progressive

ideas who endeavor to keep pace with the latest

methods in the way of machinery in his line, and

by so doing has built up a large trade.

August 11, 1870, our subject and Miss Sally

Wenner were united in marriage. The lady was

born in Allentown and is a daughter of Peter and

Maria E. Wenner, old settlers of Allentown. They
have had born to them a family of six children,

whom they are educating in the best possible man-
ner and fitting to become good and useful citizens.

In politics Mr. Weil is a Democrat, and in social

affairs belongs to Barger Lodge No. 333, F. & A. M.
He is also a prominent member of Greenleaf Lodge
No. 257, K. of P., in which order he has held all

of the offices. He is a consistent member of the

Lutheran Church, worshiping with the congrega-

tion of St. Michael's. Mr. Weil occupies a good
residence at No. 1036 Linden Street, where, with

his good wife, he entertains their host of warm
friends.

' £>#(^=^.

FRANK J. SHERER. To successfully edit a

daily paper is by no means an easy task,

as many anxious and harassed newspaper

men can testify. It requires more patience, perse-

verance and tact than almost any other undertak-

ing. When, therefore, it is said that Mr. Sherer

has met with flattering success as editor of the Al-

lentown Chronicle and News, no slight praise is

bestowed upon him. The paper is well known
throughout this section of the state as a zealous

advocate of local interests, and an intelligent ad-

vocate of all progressive measures, and its editor-

ials attract no little attention.

Referring directly to the life record of Mr.

Sherer, we find that he was born in Snydersville,

Lehigh County, Pa., January 30, 1853, and is a
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son of Edward and Anna (Snyder) Sherer, the

former an expert millwright in his day. Frank J.

received the advantages of the common schools of

the home locality, and after coming to Allentown

in 1862 was a student at this place. He was

graduated from the high school in 1869, being one

of the three members of the first class ever gradu-

ated therefrom.

In January, 1870, several months before the

Chronicle was founded, he entered the employ of

Robert Iredell, Jr., then the editor and proprietor

of a weekly paper, the Lehigh Register, and whose

name afterward became indissolubly connected with

the present publication. There he began at the

foot of the ladder, but, entering upon the work

with diligence, soon gained a thorough knowl-

edge of every department, first entering the press-

rooms, thence going into the composing-room, and

afterward spending two years in the job office.

In the spring of 1873, Hon. J. S. Biery, who at

that time represented the Lehigh-Montgomery dis-

trict in Congress, appointed Mr. Sherer a cadet at

West Point. He was successful in passing the ex-

amination, but his father's failing health caused

him to decline the position. In December, 1875,

he succeeded D. B. Wood as local editor of the

Chronicle, to which much of his time has since been

devoted. In the winter of 1883 he was employed
in the secret service of the United States Govern-
ment, securing evidence in the "tissue ballot"

frauds perpetrated in South Carolina. The work
was of a hazardous and delicate nature, requiring

the utmost tact on the part of the agent. He
proved fully equal to the emergency, displaying

such skill in the discharge of his duties that he
was presented with a valuable testimonial by Judge
Melton, the United States Attorney, and his spec-

ial assistant, Gen. William P. Snyder.

Resuming his position on the paper in May,
1883, Mr. Sherer has since retained his connection
with this able publication. Since the death of
Robert Iredell, Jr., in October, 1893, he has been
manager of the Chronicle, and is also one of the
executors of the Iredell estate. In addition to his

other duties he has for many years been corres-

pondent of New York, Philadelphia, Pittsburg and
Cleveland papers. A Philadelphia paper, in pre-

I

senting a sketch of his life, says that "he wields a

vigorous pen, is never prolix or verbose, and does

not cloud or darken the wisdom of an article by

an avalanche of extraneous or irrelevant matter.

He has kept the paper abreast with the times, and

as long as he fills his present position, the Chron-

icle and News will not lag superfluous on the

journalistic stage."

The marriage of Mr. Sherer occurred June 3,

1880, uniting him with Miss Laura G. Moyer, and

they are the parents of one child, Parke. Mrs.

Sherer is an accomplished lady and a member of

one of Allentown 's most prominent families. Her

father, the late Tilghman H. Moyer, was for many
years Cashier of the First National Bank, and in

addition to being a prominent figure in financial

circles, was also an influential and successful Sun-

day-school worker. In politics Mr. Sherer is a

stanch Republican, and takes rank among the in-

fluential men of his party in this state.

t5*£F

fy- ARRETT BRODHEAD LINDERMAN, son

Vl of the late Dr. G. B. Linderman, is a prom-

inent coal operator in Pennsylvania, his

home being in South Bethlehem. Liberal and

public spirited, he has the hearty respect and

esteem of his fellow-townsmen, and has a brilliant

future before him.

The birth of Mr. Linderman occurred November

17, 1864, at Mauch Chunk, Carbon County, in

which city he continued to reside until the fall of

1870, when his parents, Dr. G. B. and Lucy Evelyn

(Packer) Linderman, removed to South Bethlehem.

A history of his father, and also of the maternal

grandfather, Judge Asa Packer, appears elsewhere

on the pages of this volume. Attending the home

schools until the age of twelve, our subject ac-

quired a good education, in the fall of 1876 enter-

ing Mt. Pleasant Military Academy at Sing Sing
t

N. Y., where he took the full academic course, and

graduated in June, 1881. Two years later he en-

tered Lehigh University and graduated from there

in 1887, with the degree of Bachelor of Philoso-

phy. In the spring of 1891 Mr. Linderman organ-

ized the firm of Garrett B. Linderman & Co., for
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the purpose of mining and selling anthracite coal.

The mines of the company are located near St.

Clair, Schuylkill County, and during the two years

since commencing operations the output of the

mines has increased largely, the company being in

a prosperous condition. Mr. Linderman has very

large interests in the lead and zinc mining regions

of Missouri, and is closely identified with the man-

agement of three mining companies in that state.

He is a member of the Board of Managers of the

South Bethlehem Supply Company, and a Director

of the following concerns: The Lehigh Valley Na-

tional Bank, the Dodson Lead and Zinc Company,

the Houston Lead and Zinc Company, and the Sat-

ler Lead and Zinc Company.

In November, 1889, Mr. Linderman was married

to Miss Jennie S. Brodhead, of Bridgeport, Conn.,

and they have one child, who is named for his

father and grandfather, Garrett B. Mr. Linderman

is a member of the Protestant Episcopal denomina-

tion, being connected with the Church of the Na-

tivity of South Bethlehem. One of the Trustees

of St. Luke's Hospital of this place, he is now serv-

ing also as a member of the Executive Committee.

The home formerly owned by his father, beauti-

fully situated on Fountain Hill, has been pur-

chased by Mr. Linderman. It is kept up in the

finest shape, and the lawns are as beautiful as can be

seen in any place in the valley. They are laid out

tastefully, and fine shade trees and shrubs are dis-

posed with an eye to the beauty of the whole.

<XW+*'H***«'4'»H+*«''H++«')>

HON. WILLIAM H. AINEY, a lawyer,

banker and iron manufacturer of Allen-

town, is a native of Susquehanna County.

His grandfather, William Ainey, was of French de-

scent, his Huguenot ancestors having settled in

the Mohawk Valley, in Montgomery County, N. Y.

His grandmother, Hannah Crawford, was from

Connecticut, and her ancestors were among the

early Puritan settlers in New England. His great-

grandmother, Elizabeth Van Dusen, was of Ger-

man lineage. The father of our subject, Jacob

Ainey, was born in 1802, and in 1824 married

Cathrine Kinnan, of Goshen, Orange County, N. Y.,

a daughter of John Morrison Kinnan, who was of

Irish descent, his father, Rev. John Kinnan, having

emigrated from the North of Ireland to the Em-
pire State before the Revolution.

The subject of this sketch, after receiving a lib-

eral education, began the study of law under Hon.

E. B. Chase, of Montrose, Pa., in 1853. He was ad-

mitted to the Bar in 1857, and the same year open-

ed an office in Allentown. After devoting him-

self closely and successfully to legal practice for

several years, he became desirous of opening up a

larger field for his active temperament than was af-

forded by law practice, and so organized the Allen-

town Savings Institution, of which he was chosen

President. It prospered beyond the most sanguine

hopes of its friends, and two years later a banking

house was erected at No. 532 Hamilton Street.-

He gave his close personal attention to the busi-

ness of the institution, and it soon became recog-

nized as one of the best managed savings banks in

the state.

In 1862 Mr. Ainey bought the Lehigh Register,

which he edited in connection with his law prac-

tice and other duties. A ready and vigorous

writer, the Register under his management became

an able advocate of progressive doctrines and ad-

vanced Republican views on all the great questions

of the day. Its editor was several times chosen a

delegate to the Republican State Conventions, and

was senatorial delegate to, and chairman of con-

tested seats in the convention of 1863, when two

sets of delegates were claiming admission from sev-

eral of the Philadelphia districts. He succeeded in

harmonizing the factions ou a basis of future union

satisfactory to both. The following year he served

on the State Central Committee and was elected

one of the executive committee of nine members

to conduct the campaign.

In the years 1863 and 1864 the Second Na-

tional Bank of Allentown was organized, and

Mr. Ainey was elected its first President, and has

filled that office ever since. His management has

been conservative but highly successful, and the

bank has accumulated the largest proportionate

surplus fund of any bank in the Lehigh Valley,



166 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

In 1867 he was one of the projectors and organiz-

ers of the Lehigh Iron Company, and has since been

its President.

In 1872 Mr. Ainey was elected, for the state at

large, a member of the Constitutional Convention

of 1872-73. This convention framed the present

constitution of Pennsylvania, introducing many
needed reforms. These have since been copied

and adopted as part of the fundamental law of

several other states. Mr. Ainey was an earnest

advocate of these reforms and an active member
of that distinguished body. His remarkable read-

iness and practical ability were frequently shown
during the sessions of the convention. An instance

may be appropriately mentioned. When the Dem-
ocrats and Republicans were in hostile array over

section 5 of the Declaration of Fights, as follows:

"Election shall be free and equal, and no power,

civil or military, shall at any time interfere with

the free exercise of the right of suffrage," the

Democrats demanded, the Republicans opposed it.

The debate had become bitter and party lines were

closely drawn. Up to that time political measures

and discussions had been carefully avoided, as li-

able to prove fatal to the work of the convention,

but it seemed there was no way to avoid it in this

instance. At this juncture, Mr. Ainey proposed a

compromise by striking out "with" and inserting

"to prevent," so as to make the section read, " No
power, civil or military, shall interfere to pre-

vent the free exercise of the right of suffrage."

This was immediately accepted by both parties,

and the dreaded political division happily avoid-

ed. He is the author of the proviso giving cities

of sufficient population separate legislative repre-

sentation, and many other important and useful

provisions.

In 1879 George Brooke, President of the First

National Bank of Reading, and of the E. & G.
Brooke Iron Company; H. S. Eckert, President of
the Farmers' National Bank of Reading, and of the
Henry Clay Furnaces; and several other prominent
business men, obtained control of the extensive
pipe works in Reading, Pa., and of the company
then organized Mr. Ainey was elected President,
which position he filled for five years, when he
sold his interest in the company. Under his di-

rection the establishment was re-organized, and

what had previously been a losing business soon

became a paying one. These works employed

from three to four hundred men. Pipes were

made of all sizes, from three to forty-eight inches

in diameter. One season they furnished New
York City alone over five miles of the forty-eight-

inch size, the contract amounting to more than a

quarter of a million dollars.

Mr. Ainey is considered one of our ablest think-

ers on matters of business and finance, being fully

abreast of the times, and the author of some able

papers relating thereto. His suggestions with ref-

erence to the feasibility of continuing our National

Banking system when the United States Bonds

shall have been redeemed or become no longer

available for use as the basis of the system, as it

now exists, have attracted wide attention. He
delivered an address on this subject before the

Associated Banks of Eastern Pennsylvania in 1882.

The plan he then proposed was favorably regarded

at the time. The year following its suggestions

were taken up by the Association, and a large com-

mittee, composed of the representative men of the

leading banks of Eastern Pennsylvania, and of

which Mr. Ainey was Chairman, was appointed to

present the same to Congress, which was done in

the beginning of the year 1884. At this time,

there being United States Bonds in excess of the

requirements of the banks, the committee was un-

able to convince Congress that the time had arrived

for making the proposed change. The subject,

however, was then extensively discussed by the

leading banking and daily journals in the prin- >

cipal cities.

At the annual meeting of the Associated Banks

of Eastern Pennsylvania, June 14, 1894, Mr. Ainey

again delivered a very able and exhaustive ad-

dress on this subject, in which the whole scheme

was most convincingly presented, and its feasibility

fully shown. This address was published at the

time in all the leading banking journals. It is no

small compliment to the well known ability of Mr.

Ainey, that the plan originally proposed by him

should have been first unanimously approved by

the Associated Banks of Eastern Pennsylvania, and

recently by the National Association of American
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Bankers, the latter, however, with a few but unim-

portant modifications. It also constitutes the es-

sential basis of the plan for continuing our Na-

tional Banking system as proposed in the reports

and recommendations of the Secretary of the Treas-

ury, the Comptroller of the Currency, and in the

message of the President, of December, 1894, viz.:

the suggested substitute security to take the place

of the United States bonds, now no longer avail-

able for continuing the system, with circulation as

contemplated by the National Currency Act.

^'^!@®@l^^

FRANCIS STUBBS is Superintendent of the

Wahnetah Silk Mills Company, which has

a capital, stock of $200,000, and is among

the most prosperous manufactories of the kind

in this country. Its exhibits of different kinds of

fine and pile fabrics received the highest award at

the World's Columbian Exposition, and rivaled

the products of the French looms. Mr. Stubbs is

the oldest man in his line of manufacture in the

United States. He was present at the time these

special fabrics were first made in England by Mr.

Watson, and is now the only one of his original

assistants living. A thorough and practical silk

manufacturer, he understands every branch of the

business, and, as may be readily imagined, is in-

valuable to the company with which he has so long

been connected.

The son of Thomas and Mary A. (Downing)

Stubbs, the subject of this sketch was born in

Staffordshire, England, January 30, 1845. His

father was also a native of that portion of Eng-

land, and was a farmer by occupation. The mother

likewise was born in Staffordshire, and by her mar-

riage became the mother of five children, of whom
our subject is the fourth in order of birth. At the

age of two years he was sent to Macclesfield,

Cheshire, where at the early age of nine years

he went to work in the silk mills. At the age of

fourteen he left Macclesfield and went to Burtle, a

small village between Rochdale and Barry, and

served his time with his uncle, Francis Reve, who
was a master dyer. Continuing to live with Mr.

Reve until he was twenty years of age, the young
man then married and entered the employ of Mr.

Watson as a dyer. This Mr. Watson was the

founder of the industry of making plushes and

union velvet, these pile fabrics having never be-

fore been manufactured. Francis Stubbs contin-

ued in his special branch as a dyer with Mr. Wat-

son for twelve years with success. At the end of

this time he answered the advertisement of Samuel

Conliflister, now Lord Masham, who wanted a dyer

to engage in the manufacture of plushes, etc. Mrj

Stubbs was given the position, and became master

dyer, continuing as such for about fourteen years,

during which time he taught the trade to a great

many persons who are now following the business

in America.

In March, 1890, our subject emigrated to Amer-

ica and, coming to this city, accepted the position

of foreman of the Wahnetah Silk Mills, in August

of that year being appointed Superintendent over

the whole business. The mills were started in No-

vember, 1889, though not ready for business be-

fore April, 1890. There are twenty-four looms

in the plant, having a capacity of twelve thousand

yards of silk per week. The mills consist of four

buildings, well equipped with all modern improve-

ments and inventions, and having a boiler and en-

gine house containing two boilers which furnish

steam-power. In the dying department all of the

beautiful shades and tints are accomplished in the

most artistic manner, and a specialty is made of

velvets and plushes for upholstery and similar lines.

Employment is furnished to over one hundred

hands, and, in short, the business is constantly

growing and acquiring a fine reputation under the

able management of its present superintendent.

The President of the mills is James Thomas, a mem-

ber of the firm of Davis & Thomas; and the Secre-

tary and Treasurer is Frank M. Horn, President of

the National Bank of Catasauqua.

In 1865 Francis Stubbs married Miss Elizabeth

Saxon, who was born near Rochdale, England, and

to them have been born five children. Mary is the

wife of Joseph Pearson, who is engaged in the lum-

ber business in Bradford, England, with the firm

of Becroft & Weetman; William, whose education

was obtained in the Bradford Grammar School, in
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the Crayfeld Technical College in Germany, and

in the Yorkshire College at Leeds, England, is a

master dyer and is working with the John J. Dob-

son Company of Philadelphia as foreman dyer;

thej'ounger members of the family are Annie, Liz-

zie and Henrietta. Mr. Stubbs while in England

was a member of the Independent Order of Odd

Fellows and was connected with the Masonic fra-

ternity. In religion he is an Episcopalian, having

been reared in that faith from boyhood.

m&-&Ŝi&S5«=y!

JAMES WAGNER. Numbered among the

capable and successful business men of Hel-

lertown is the gentleman aboved named, who
is well known, not only in Lower Saucon

Township, but also throughout the entire county

of Northampton. He is a representative of a fam-

ily that has been identified with the history of

this section for several generations. His father,

Charles Wagner, a native of Northampton Coun-

ty, was born in 1811 and died in 1876, having re-

sided here throughout his entire life. His occupa-

tion was that of milling, in which he gained a com-

petence.

In everything pertaining to the welfare of the

county Charles Wagner took an active part, giv-

ing his sympathy and active assistance to all meas-

ures for the benefit of the people. In politics he

was an advocate of Democratic principles, and
upon his party ticket was at different times elected

to offices of trust and honor. In educational af-

fairs he was especially interested and served for

some time as a School Director. As Deacon and
Elder, he was one of the prominent workers

in the Lutheran Church, and in that faith he

passed from earth. He and his wife were the par-

ents of two sons and two daughters, namely:
James, the subject of this article; Milton, a gradu-

ate of Franklin and Marshall College, who died

in 1886, after teaching school successfully a couple

of years, or until his health failed; Matilda, wife

of Jacob Koplin; and Selinda.

Prepared for practical business by a thorough
education in the public schools of Hellertown, our

subject afterward started in the milling business as

an employe in his father's mill. About 1868 he

and his cousin, Jacob Wagner, purchased his fa-

ther's mill, and the concern has since been carried

on under the firm name of J. ife J. Wagner. Under

the practical management of the members of the

firm the business has been conducted so as to

produce the best financial returns, and at the same

time guarantee satisfaction to the patrons. It is

considered one of the substantial enterprises of

the village, and merits and receives a large patron-

age from the people.

The lady who in 1870 became the wife of Mr.

Wagner, and who has since been his faithful help-

mate and counselor, was Amanda Laury, daughter

of John Laury, of Lower Saucon Township. Three

children were born of their marriage, but Mary

and Annie have been taken from the home by

death, Eva being the only survivor. In his polit-

ical affiliations Mr. Wagner is a Democrat, and.

is actively interested in the success of his party.

For fifteen years or more he has served as School

Director in the borough of Hellertown. In relig-

ous affiliations he is a Lutheran, devoted to the

faith of his forefathers, and takes a warm interest

in the progress of that denomination. He has

served as Elder and Treasurer of the church, and

is one of its most energetic workers. A public-

spirited citizen, he takes an intelligent interest in

all matters pertaining to borough and county im-

provement.

FRANCIS H. BREINIG, of this sketch, has

reached that age when the dignity of years

well spent in active life and productive

labor exempts him from the weariness of toil at

the present time. He is now recognized as one of

the prominent, wealthy and retired farmers living

in Whitehall Township, this county.

Our subject was born in Lehigh County, on

the 27th of October, 1828, and is a son of Benjamin

and Hetty (Pope) Breinig, also natives of that

place. He is of German descent, his paternal grand-

father having come from the Fatherland in an

early day and made settlement in Lehigh County.
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He was a tailor by trade and a musician of some

note, leading the choir of the Lehigh Church at

Macungie during his residence there. His son,

George Breinig, the grandfather of our subject,

was a farmer by occupation and died in this county.

He reared a family of three sons and a daughter,

George, Benjamin, Jesse and Lidia. At his de-

cease he gave each of his sons a fine farm, but

Lidia received her share, of the property in money.

Benjamin Breinig was one of the representative

men of this section, and for many years served as

Commissioner of Lehigh County. He was a Dem-

ocrat in politics, and had the confidence and high

regard of a large circle of friends and acquaint-

ances. He departed this life in April, 1879, and

was preceded to the better land by his wife, who
died in January, 1878. He was a man of excel-

lent character and a member of the Lutheran

Church.

Francis Breinig, our subject, was reared on the

farm which he is at present occupying, and which

was given him by his father when ready to com-

mence life on his own account. He received his

education in the district school and his training

was for an agriculturist's life. So well did he

learn the mysteries of soil and grains, of rainy sea-

sons and droughts, with the proper means of tak-

ing advantage of one and protective measures

against the other, that he made a success of his

farming life.

The lady to whom Mr. Breinig was married May
30, 1836, was Miss Polly Laubach, born in this

county June 1, 1867. She is the. daughter of

Edwin and Adeline (Kern) Laubach, who are at

present residing in Whitehall Township, where the

father is now living retired. Mrs. Breinig is one

in a family of six children, the others being: Peter,

Mary, Joseph, Catherine and Alice. Her parents

are members of the German Reformed Church.

Our subject has been School Director for two
terms, and in politics never fails to cast a Demo-
cratic vote. He is a member of the Lutheran

Church and has snng in the choir for over thirty

years. His landed possessions comprise a quarter-

section under an admirable state of cultivation,

and his life of usefulness and industry and his

record for integrity and true-hearted faithfulpess

4

in all the relations of life have given him a hold

upon the community which all might well desire

to share. The father of our subject was the first

man in this community to make use of the thresh-

ing machine and reaper, and also many other im-

proved, farm implements, which at that time were

the source of a great deal of curiosity.
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BENJAMIN M. KRAUSE, who has charge

of the passenger and freight departments

of the Lehigh Valley Road at Allentown,

was born near Pottstown, Montgomery County,

December 25, 1827. He is a man of very superior

business talents, and is thoroughly fitted to dis-

charge the duties of his responsible office.

John Krause, the father of our subject, was also

a native of the above county, where he carried on

the occupation of a farmer until his decease. His

father, Henry Krause, was likewise a native of

Montgomery County, and a tiller of the soil. The

family is an old and honored one in that county,

and in an early day had in their possession large

tracts of land. The wife of John Krause was

Elizabeth, daughter of Benjamin Misuser, a farmer,

and is now deceased.

Benjamin M. was given a good education, and

for one year prior to coming to this county was

engaged in teaching. He came hither in 1849, and

upon the death of Charles Gross, the County

Recorder, he was appointed by Governor Pollock

to fill the unexpired term. This office he held until

December, 1856, when he accepted the position of

freight and ticket agent of the Lehigh Valley Rail-

road Company, and has fulfilled the duties of the

same to the present time. He has full charge of

the department, and has under his supervision

about forty men. The Lehigh Valley Road was

completed in 1855, and the following year Mr.

Krause entered upon the duties of the new office,

of which he has been the incumbent for thirty-

eight years. As a matter of course he has a prac-

tical knowledge of railroading in all its details,
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and never fails to win the respect of those under

his supervision.

Mr. Krause was one of the organizers of the C.

A. Dorney Furniture Company, in which he is a

stockholder, Director and Secretary. He also has

an interest in the Allentown Steam Heat and

Power Company, and in many other ways has

aided in the upbuilding of the community. In

politics he is a pronounced Republican, and so-

cially is a member of Barger Lodge No. 333,

F. & A. M., and also belongs to the chapter, com-

mandery and council.

In 1853 Mr. Krause was united in marriage with

Miss Emeline, daughter of John G. and Hannah
(Apple) Gonndie. Her father emigrated from

Germany to America when a young man, and died

in this city, at the age of eighty-six years. To our

subject and his estimable wife have been born a son

and two daughters, namely: Charles B., of the C.

A. Dorney Furniture Company, in which he is also

a Director; Minnie G., the wife of Edwin Stein, of

this city; and Belle G., who is at home. Mr. and

Mrs. Krause are active members of St. John's

English Lutheran Church. At one time he was

chosen on the Republican ticket to represent the

Second Ward in the Common Council, and was

elected President of the same for the term. He
has many warm friends and is entirely capable of

fulfilling any duty entrusted to him in a most
highly satisfactory manner.

f~y EORGE M. BERTOLET is one of the old

\^_J, and valued employes of the Lehigh Val-

ley Railroad, which he has served in dif-

ferent capacities for over twenty-five years, and is

now their local agent at Bethlehem. He is a man
who numbers hosts of friends, as he looks on the
bright side of life, and is of a genial and happy
disposition. His birth occurred in Norristown,
Pa., in 1850, and he is of French origin, his great-

great-grandfather, John Bertolet, having been one
of the French Huguenots who sought refuge in

this land of freedom, becoming worthy citizens of

Berks County. The great-grandfather and grand-

father were both farmers in Oley Township, Berks

County, and there our subject's father, A. W., was

born. He was a prominent business man of Nor-

ristown, running a coalyard and drug store in

that city.

During the war, Mr. Bertolet, Sr., enlisted for

three years in Company K, One Hundred and

Thirty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry, and on the

eve of being promoted, was honorably discharged

on account of physical disability. Prior to this,

however, he had already served as First Lieuten-

ant, and it was probably during his army life that

he contracted the dread disease of consumption.

He departed this life March 30, 1864, at the age

of thirty-six years. Both he and his wife belong-

ed to the Society of Friends. The latter, whose

maiden name was Matilda S. Potts, was a native

of Norristown. Her father, George M., also a na-

tive of Norristown, was of English descent, and

had the honor of entertaining George Washington

when he was at Valley Forge. His death occurred

in Norristown. Mrs. Bertolet died previous to her

husband's death, on November 3, 1863, and of her

five children, four sons and a daughter, George

M., who was the eldest, is the only one now living.

Being orphaned when quite a young lad, George

M. Bertolet was deprived of his parents' care and

attention, and was early thrown on his own re-

sources. His education was obtained in the public

schools of Norristown, and he commenced his rail-

road career on the 19th of June, 1867, when he

was a youth of seventeen years. His first place

was at Allentown, as ticket agent for the East

Pennsylvania Railroad, and there he remained un-

til November 30, 1869. The following day he was

employed by the Lehigh Valley Railroad atMauch

Chunk as a clerk in their general freight office,

and October 1, 1871, he was transferred to the

office of the General Superintendent at Bethlehem,

under whom he served as clerk for seventeen

years. In 1888 he became Chief Clerk for Colonel

R. H. Wilbur, Assistant to the Second Vice-Presi-

dent. To that gentleman he gave his faithful

services until he was appointed to his present po-

sition as agent for the Lehigh Valley Road, hav-

ing charge of all the local freight, ^fhis promo-
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tion was effected August 17, 1893, and is consid-

ered the most important station between Jersey

City and Buffalo, N. Y., and in the local freight

department in order to handle the volume of busi-

ness transacted it is necessary to employ twenty-

one men.

Mr. Bertolet continued to make his home in Al-

lentown until 1893, when he removed his family

to this city, his residence now being at No. 158

South New Street. It was in 1872, in Allentown,

that he married Miss Ella Stetler, a native of

that place. Her father, Henry Stetler, now de-

ceased, was formerly a member of the firm of Seig-

ler & Stetler, who were engaged in the harness

business in Allentown. Fraternally, Mr. Bertolet

is a member of the lodge of Free and Accepted

Masons at Allentown, of whicli he is Past Master.

He also belongs to the Royal Arch Masons, and

to Allen Commandery, K. T. He is much inter-

ested in the success of the Republican party, to

which he gives his loyal support.

RICHARD DEEMER, formerly Commis-

sioner of Northampton County, and who

for many years has been one of the influ-

ential citizens of Williams Township, is a native

of the county where he now resides, born on the

18th of September, 1833. The Deemer family was

one t>f the first to settle in Williams Township,

and its members have for generations been active

in aiding the development of its material resources.

The first representative in America was our sub-

ject's grandfather, Jacob Deemer, who, emigrating

from Germany to the United States, settled in

Northampton County. Here were born the par-

ents of Richard, by name Jacob J. and Annie C.

(Unangst) Deemer.

The subject of this biography gained a practical

education in the common schools of Williams Town-
ship and in Easton Academy, and after complet-

ing his studies he commenced to teach school,

which profession he followed for ten consecutive

winter seasons. Meantime the summer months

were devoted to farm work, which calling he has

made his principal life work, meeting with fair

success in his undertakings in that line. He chose

as his helpmate Miss Margaret A. Laubach, with

whom he was united in 1857. Mrs. Deemer is the

daughter of Abraham Laubach, late of Northamp-

ton County, and by her marriage has become the

mother of six children, namely: Milton; Sarah,

who is the wife of Irvin Koplin; Amos; George;

Annie and Jacob.

With the public life of the locality Mr. Deemer

has been closely identified, and, a Democrat in pol-

itics, has exercised considerable influence in behalf

of his party in this community. For three years

he held the position of School Director, and also

served as Auditor of Williams Township, and as

Road Supervisor for one year. For five years he

filled the office of Justice of the Peace, and for one

term was a member of the Board of Commissioners

of Northampton County. His landed possessions

aggregate two hundred and thirty acres of land,

mostly improved, all of which has been accumulated

through his persevering efforts, seconded by the

assistance of his capable wife. In religious belief

he is connected with the Reformed Church, and

has served the congregation as Deacon and Elder,

and at present holds the office of Trustee. He is a

Director in the Durham Cemetery. Any measures

having for their object the promotion of the wel-

fare of the people receive his warm sympathy and

active support, and he is justly recognized as one

of the foremost citizens of the township.

•&

/~y HARLES B. KRAUSE, an honored resident

V^y of Allentown, is a stockholder in and act-

ive member of the C. A. Dorney Furniture

Company, and the work he has done towards de-

veloping its interests gives him a worthy place

among the business men of the city. He was born

in this city January 27, 1865, to Benjamin M. and

Emeline (Goundie) Krause, natives respectively of

Montgomery and Lehigh Counties.

Charles B. received his education in the public

schpols of bis native place, and later took a course
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in the Allentown Business College. Upon begin-

ning life on his own account, he engaged to work

for the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company, with

which he remained for five and one-half years, in

the capacity of clerk in the office of the Allentown

Freight Department of that road. During that

period he acquired a thorough knowledge of the

railroad business, and upon leaving their employ

accepted a position with C. A, Dorney & Co.

He is connected with the retail department, in

which his work has been very satisfactory. He
is also a stockholder in the company, and by

strict integrity and natural ability has succeeded

in building up a large and paying patronage. The

establishment is fitted out with a large and varied

stock, comprising all kinds of furniture, for which

a ready sale is found in the citj' and surrounding

country.

January 16, 1890, Mr. Krause was united in mar-

riage with Miss S. Ella, daughter of Samuel and

Harriet (Balliet) Fertig, natives of Pennsylvania.

Their union has been blessed by the birth of two

daughters, Harriet Marjorie and Emeline Ruth.

In politics our subject is a stanch Republican, and
in social affairs is a member of the Masonic lodge,

chapter, council, commandery and shrine. He is

also connected with Allentown Lodge No. 130,

Order of Elks, is a member of the Livingston Club,

and President of Good Will Fire Company No 3.

At all times he takes an active part in the ad-

vancement of his city and count}'.

L-
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OWEN B. SIGLEY, editor and proprietor of

the Mauch Chunk Goal Gazette and Daily
Times, has the honor of being a native of

the Keystone State. He was bora in Bethlehem
on the 22d of December, 1841, and is a son of

John and Mary (Stuber) Sigley, both of whom
were natives of Pennsylvania. In the public
schools of his native city he acquired his education
and also attended a private school taught by Ben-

jamin Van Kirk. At the early age of thirteen

years he began learning his trade, and since that

time he has always been connected with the print-

ing business in some capacity.

In 1861, when President Lincoln issued his call

for seventy-five thousand volunteers, the subject

of this sketch was among the first to enlist in the

defense of his country. His first enlistment was in

Company A, First Pennsylvania Regiment. At

the expiration of the three months' service, he re-

enlisted, joining Company C, Forty-sixth Pennsyl-

vania Veteran Volunteers, for three years. He

was promoted to Corporal, then to Orderly-Ser-

geant, and later to Second Lieutenant. His regi-

ment was first assigned to the First Brigade, First

Division, Twelfth Army Corps, under command
of Major-General Slocum, in the Army of the Po-

tomac, and was engaged in the battles of Winches-

ter, Cedar Mountain, Antietam, Chancellorsville,

and other engagements in the Shenandoah Valley.

After the battle of Gettysburg, in 1863, the

Eleventh and Twelfth Corps were consolidated,

and thereafter were known as the Twentieth Corps,

under the command of Gen. Joseph Hooker (Fight-

ing Joe) being transferred to Sherman's army.

In Sherman's march to the sea, Mr. Sigley was

wounded in the right leg, at the battle of Culp's

Farm, Ga., June 16, 1864. He was taken to the

Government Hospital at Nashville, Tenn., where

he remained until able to report for duty. Re-

joining his regiment at Atlanta, Ga., he marched

with the command through Georgia, North Caro-

lina and Virginia, and was mustered out of* the

service at Alexandria, Va., July 16, 1864.

At the close of hostilities Mr. Sigley returned

to Bethlehem and entered the employ of the Mor-

avian Publication office, where he remained until a

more lucrative position was offered him, that of

foreman of the Bethlehem Daily Times. He con-

tinued there until the year 1869, when he launched

into the newspaper business for himself. His first

venture was the publication of the Weekly Progress,

in .South Bethlehem. This newspaper was a model

of neatness, excelling in typographical appearance

any publication in the Lehigh Valley. In estab-

lishing this enterprise, Mr. Sigley was encour-

aged and financially assisted by E. P. Wilbur, now
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President of the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company;

H. Stanley Goodwin, Superintendent of the Le-

high Valley Railroad at that time; Robert II.

Sayre, Sr., Second Vice-President of the same com-

pany; John Smylie; Tinsley Jeter, and other lead-

ing and influential citizens of the town. After

issuing the Weekly Progress for one year, the pro-

prietor converted it into a daily newspaper, suc-

cessfully conducting the Morning Progress until

1874, when he sold the plant to C. O. Ziegenfuss.

This property is now known as The South Bethle-

hem Star, and is still one of the leading newspapers

in the Lehigh Valley.

Retiring from business in South Bethlehem, Mr.

Sigley in the same j'ear removed to Washington}

N. J., where he purchased the Star newspaper.

This he conducted for a period of seven years, and

then sold it at a handsome profit. In June, 1881,

he removed to Mauch Chunk, the county seat of

Carbon County, where he purchased the Mauch
Chunk Coal Gazette, a Republican weekly newspa-

per. Under his guidance, the Gazette became pros-

perous, and to-day is looked upon as one of the

most valuable and influential newspapers in the

state. It is a nine-column paper, filled with the

news of the county, while its editorial page is un-

excelled.

In 1883 Mr. Sigley, seeing the necessity of a

daily newspaper in Carbon, began the publication

of the Mauch Chunk Daily Times. The people

of "the Switzerland" were not slow in showing

their appreciation of the efforts of the enterprising

publisher for their town and county, and as a re-

sult the Daily Times is now an institution of the

mountain town, known throughout the land for its

magnificent scenery. From small beginnings the

Times was forced to enlarge at different times, and

to-day it is one of the best inland dailies in the state.

It is independent in politics, but all matters of

public import are fully and fearlessly discussed.

Mr. Sigley is a fair, houest, thoroughly determined

newspaper man, and his publications are recog-

nized as influential mediums, having now won a

number of hard-fought political battles in Carbon

County. His devotion to the public interests and

the rights of trie masses of the people has drawn

to him the support of all classes of citizens, and

his newspapers are looked upon as household ne-

cessities in Carbon. The Times circulates widely

in the Mauch Chunks, while the Gazette reaches

every town, hamlet and farm in the county.

Politically Mr. Sigley is a stanch advocate of the

Republican party and its principles. He has la-

bored earnestly in its hehalf, doing all in his power

to promote its growth and insure its success. So-

cially he is connected with L. F. Chapman Post

No. 61, G. A. R. He is a wide-awake and pro-

gressive citizen, and is held in high esteem in the

community in which he lives.

HON. ANDREW H. REEDER. The bio-

graphical record of the prominent citi-

zens and worthy pioneers of Northampton

County would be very incomplete without the life

history of Governor Reeder, as he has been called.

His is a name that stands high in the annals of

the Republic, and shines brightly upon the roll of

Easton's noble dead. The family is of English

origin. John Reeder emigrated to this country

prior to 1856, and settled in Newton, L. I. His

name is found on a list of residents of that place

in that year. His son, John, went to Ewing, N. J.,

in the early part of the eighteenth century, and

married Hannah, daughter of Jeremiah Burrough.

They had a son, Isaac, who married Joanna Hunt,

and their son, John, married Hannah Mershon.

Among the children born of this marriage were

Absalom Reeder, who married, October 16, 1788,

Christiana Smith, of Easton, Pa. Of their union

was born Andrew Horatio Reeder, July 12, 1807.

The lad just mentioned received an elementary

education in the place of his birth, and completed

his studies at Lawrenceville, N. J., graduating

with honor. Having selected the law for his pro-

fession, he entered the office of Hon. Peter Ihrie,

one of the prominent lawyers of Easton. Mr.

Reeder was admitted to the Bar of this county in

1828. In 1831 he married Miss Amelia Hutter,

daughter of Christian J. Hutter. He soon became

well known as a young man of ability and a ready
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speaker; and being industrious, ambitious and per-

severing lie rose rapidly in the public esteem as

one of the leading advocates of tlie Bar.

From his early life our subject took great inter-

est in the political affairs of his country; and, pos-

sessed of a good voice, pleasing address and able

argumentative powers, he was looked upon as one

of the champions of Democracy of the Jeffersonian

type. Without any effort or even knowledge on

his part beforehand, he was offered the position of

Governor of Kansas, and by this appointment be-

came prominent in one of the most important polit-

ical crises in the history of the Republic, and by

his upright conduct and faithfulness to the liberty

and best interests of those whom he was sent to

govern acquired political immortality The people

of Kansas were divided into two parties, each of

which was terribly in earnest. One was determined

to establish slavery, the other to uphold freedom

in the territory. From New England, two thou-

sand miles away, people came to make their homes

on those distant and beautiful prairies; but also

from the borders of Missouri came a hoard of

marauders, armed with revolvers and rifles. At the

first election they took possession of the polls, kept

back the free-state voters, and elected the Legis-

lature by fraud and violence. A committee came

to Governor Reeder asking him to sign the certif-

icates^ those claiming to be elected members of

the Territorial Legislature. He courteously, but

decidedly, refused. "Governor Reeder," said the

committee, "we will give you fifteen minutes to

sign these certificates, resign, or be hanged."

"Gentlemen, I need no fifteen minutes; my mind
is made up. I shall hang," was the stern reply. He
had worked too long and too hard for his reputa-

tion to have it blasted by the stroke of his pen,

and the boldness of his answer saved him for the

time from violence.

A Congressional Committee, consisting of Messrs.

Howard, Shannon and Oliver, went to Kansas to

examine into the condition of affairs. The com-
mittee called the Governor to the stand, and he
explained the situation, fearlessly exposing the

conduct of the border ruffians. Governor Reeder
was later superseded by ex-Governor Shannon, of

Ohio, who plainly told the people of Kansas in an

address on his arrival that he was in favor of

slavery in the new state. This enraged the free-

state men, and they repudiated Whitefield as their

delegate in the Congress so fraudulently elected

and chose Governor Reeder in his stead. There were

two delegates elected to Congress, and the pro-

slavery men saw this would necessitate a contest

in the House, which they wished to avoid. Con-

sidering that the best way under the circumstances

was to get Governor Reeder out of the way, he

was marked for death while the committee was

present. He was protected by his friends, but

at last it was thought advisable for him to seek

his own safety. Colonel Buford, of Alabama,

went to Kansas City, and thence to Lawrence, with

a regiment of well armed ruffians, recruited in

South Carolina, whose avowed purpose was to aid

the people of Missouri in making Kansas a slave

state. They encamped close at hand on the watch.

That night Governor Reeder left Lawrence, and,

proceeding to Kansas City, arrived there at three

o'clock in the morning. This fact became known

in Buford's camp quite early the same morning,

and they were so enraged and chagrined that the

hounds were let loose, roads were picketed, wagons

were overhauled, steamboats searched, and every

precaution taken to prevent the escape of the

doughty Governor.

While the guests were at dinner at the Coates

House, in Kansas City, some of Buford's men en-

tered, and their sudden appearance brought every

one to his feet. Colonel Eldridge, the proprietor,

demanded their business, and they replied that

they had come to search the house for Reeder; and

when the Colonel asked for their authority, he

was answered that they had no papers, only an

order from headquarters. Colonel Eldredge re-

plied: "I will not resist any legal process, but you

cannot search this house without it, unless you

walk over the dead body of every man in it."

He was promptly seconded and upheld in this by

his guests. The marauders then swore they would

get the authority to make the search. For two

weeks Governor Reeder was concealed in this ho-

tel—weeks of anxious care and watching on the

part of his friends. After the sacking of Lawrence

and burning of the Free State Hotel, the ruffians
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returned to Kansas City, as they had suspicions

that the Governor was concealed in the Coates

House. The inmates were prepared for action, and

danger seemed imminent. Through a strange provi-

dence, however, a steamer lay at the wharf dis-

charging her cargo, and it was whispered that the

Captain was a free-state man. He was going up

the river and would return on a certain day. The
matter was arranged with the Captain to stop on

the return trip at a certain place on a signal to

take in a passenger. The hotel was under strict

surveillance, every person emerging therefrom be-

ing closely scanned, but it was arranged that the

hunted hero should pass out of the hotel in dis-

guise. The next day was the time to start, only

one night intervening, but those were long, anx-

ious, sleepless hours.

The following account of what followed was

written by a lady who was an eye-witness of, and

anxious participant in, the preparation for the Gov-

ernor's departure: "The morning dawned bright

and beautiful. This day was to be a decision for

weal or woe for the Governor, and as the hour ap-

proached our anxiety and excitement rose to fever

heat. The time was close at hand when the Gov-
ernor was to pass out from us, with the chances

that he would ever return greatly against him.

After he had dressed himself in his disguise, w.e

all met in his room to bid him a last farewell. The

disguise was complete, and turned our sorrow at

parting to suppressed mirth. The Governor was

cheerful, and even anxious, to cast the die. He
gave us a specimen of acting in his new role which

beggars description, and held us for the time in

capital humor, but at the last moment, when he

left his room, there was not a dry eye in the party.

The door was closed behind us, and the hero left

to his own reflections and his own self-reliance.

"That evening, just before dark, an Irishman

was seen to enter the office of the hotel dressed in

a slouch hat, hickory shirt, blue overalls (so short

as to expose a heavy pair of brogan shoes on his

feet), carrying an axe on his shoulder and smoking
a short clay pipe. He stopped but a moment, in-

quired for work, if any wood were to be cut, or if

he could be informed where he could get work.

Not getting a satisfactory answer, he sauntered out

on the sidewalk, and repeated the inquiry of the

bystanders, then moved off up the river, and disap-

peared behind the bluff. At eleven o'clock that

night, Edward S. Eldredge, a young brother of the

landlord of the hotel, accompanied by his wife,

strolled out foe a walk, going up the river around

the point of the bluff. Nearing the mouth of a

cave, they encountered the Irishman, holding his

axe in the attitude of attack. Eldredge called out

to him not to strike, and with that he dropped his

weapon and approached. They knew each other,

and after a moment of hasty conversation the trio

went down to the water's edge, got into a boat and

floated gently down the stream to Randolph Land-

ing, about five miles below the city. The steamer

which was expected to take Governor Reeder

down the river was to return this night, but did

not reach Kansas City until near noon the next

day. The Captain stood by the side of the pilot

as the steamer gracefully started out into the

stream, and when near Randolph Landing the

Captain ordered the pilot to 'round her to.' The

pilot could see no signal, but the Captain insisted

that one had been made. On nearing our Irishman,

the latter inquired if he could get deck passage to

St. Charles. The Captain cursed him for delaying

the boat, but said: 'Get aboard, you old scalawag,

I won't wait two minutes for you.' The Irishman

obeyed with alacrity, clambered on board, and

Governor Reeder had escaped from Kansas, 'out

of the jaws of death, out of the mouth of hell.'
"

The diary which the Governor kept from the time

the clouds began to gather over his pathway re-

veals the feeling of a loving husband and father,

whose family was more to him than his own life.

The fugitive Governor continued his journey

on the steamboat, proceeding down the Missouri

River, but lie did not care to go to St. Louis, and

when the steamer laid up for the night at St.

Charles, on the left bank of the river, it was

planned to have him leave the vessel and enter

the dark woods as the safest plan. Two friends,

who were armed and prepared to fight if need be,

were to go with him. A violent thunder storm

was raging, but they stuck to their program and

started to the forest, losing the road twice, but

traveling on, and at eight o'clock in the morning
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reached the Mississippi, fifteen miles above Alton.

A man was hired to take them across the river to

the Illinois side, and thus, on the 27th of May,

the Governor landed in Illinois, a free state. A
telegram carried the joyful news to his wife in the

East, and there was a happy home in Easton.

Before he returned, the Governor went to Chi-

cago, Bloomington and Detroit, raising his voice

in aid of Kansas. He pleaded for ten thousand

men to go to the rescue of the unfortunate state,

and thousands were soon on their way. When at

length a fair vote could be had, slavery was buried

under a majority of ten thousand, and Kansas was

free. The true patriot and self-denying man and

hero returned to Easton, and in the quiet of pri-

vate life spent his remaining days.

T EWIS S. LENHART, who is now Clerk of

| C) the Orphans' Court of Allentown, has the

honor of being a native of the Keystone

State, for his birth occurred in Berks County, on
the 4th of September, 1863. He is the second in

order of birth in a family of three children, whose
parents were Levi H. and Sarah J. (Kistler) Len-

hart. The paternal grandfather, Benjamin Len-
hart, was born in Berks County, of German de-

scent. The maternal grandfather was Stephen J.

Kistler. The parents of our subject were also na-

tives of Pennsylvania, the father born in Berks
County and the latter in Lehigh County.

No event of special importance occurred during
the childhood and youth of our subject, his days
being quietly passed. After attending the com-
mon schools, he supplemented his primary advant-
ages by further pursuing his studies in the Kutz-
town Normal, of Berks County. He thus became
a well informed man, and to his knowledge he has
greatly added by reading, observation and experi-

ence in later years. After leaving the normal he
engaged in teaching in Lehigh County for three

years, and then became proprietor of a hotel in

Fogelsville. He embarked in that enterprise in

1884, and has since carried it on. Under his able

management it has been made to yield him a good

income, and has proved a profitable investment.

In 1890 he was made Clerk of the Orphans' Court

at Allentown, and entered upon the duties of the

position in January, 1891, to serve for a period

of three years.

On the 21st of June, 1883, Mr. Lenhart was

united in marriage with Miss Louisa Wendling, a

daughter of David Wendling. The wedding cere-

mony was performed in Fogelsville, and by their

union were born two children, a daughter and a

son, named Mary E. and Charles E. The parents

are well known people of this community, and

have a large circle of warm friends.

Mr. Lenhart exercises his right of franchise in

support of the Democratic party, and is a warm ad-

vocate of its men and measures. Socially he is

connected with Macungie Lodge No. 231, 1. O.O. ¥.,

and is also a member of the Knights of the Golden

Eagle. He is a young man, wide-awake and enter-

prising, and his support is ever cheerfully given

to the advancement of those enterprises which are

calculated to prove of public benefit. In the dis-

charge of his duties as Clerk of the Orphans'

Court he has ever been found faithful and true,

leaving no task neglected but every labor per-

formed.

-—^a*£P—
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THOMAS McFALL, proprietor of the Flicks-

ville Mills, is at the head of one of the

principal industries of Northampton Coun-

ty. The mill of whicli he is owner is two and one-

half stories in height, and is fitted throughout

with the latest improved roller-process machinery

for the manufacture of flour, buckwheat, rye flour

and feed. In the different departments three men

are employed, and for a portion of each year the

mill is run night and day. The output for twen-

ty-four hours is thirty barrels of flour, and as the

products are of a superior grade they find a ready

market.

Born in Northampton County, July 23, 1848,

our subject is a son of James and Pother (Taylor)

McFall, natives of this county, where the father
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died. The mother, who still lives, is eighty-six

years of age, and resides with our subject, enjoy-

ing excellent health for one of her years. The pa-

ternal great-grandfather of our subject was of

Irish nativity, and emigrated to America during

the last century, settling in Northampton County,

on the Delaware River, and becoming the founder

of the family in the United States.

The home farm was located at Martin's Creek,

and there our subject passed the days of boyhood,

having such advantages for an education as the

neighboring schools afforded. At Easton he

learned the trade of a miller, at which he worked

for about six months in that city. Subsequently

he served for one year in a mill at Harmony,

N. J., and spent the four ensuing years as an

employe in a mill at Martin's Creek, Pa. In the

year 1877 he came to Flicksville and rented

the mill he now owns, and which he purchased

after having leased it for eight and one-half years.

In 1888 he introduced the modern improved roller

flour machinery, as a result of which he is able to

turn out a superior quality of flour at very reason-

able prices.

The marriage of Mr. McFall united him with

Miss Emma, daughter of Andrew Snyder, of

Northampton Count}'. They have had eight chil-

dren, namely: Laura M., Lizzie F., Gertrude M.,

Edna P., Stella F., Jennie E., Russell T, and Ma-

rion R., now deceased. Politically Mr. McFall is

a Democrat, always giving his vote to that party.

Socially he is a member of Bangor Lodge No. 565,

F. & A. M., at Bangor. He has a large circle of

acquaintances in northern Northampton County,

whose friendship he has won through his integ-

rity, energy and genial social characteristics.

<7~~\ R JAMES P. BARNES, President of the

l_J Lehigh Valley Trust and Safe Deposit

Company, of Allentown, is closely identi-

fied with the history of this community, and it is

with pleasure that we present to our readers the

record of his life. He was born in Bath, Northamp-

ton County, Pa., August 14, 1826. The original

ancestor of this branch of the Barnes family in

America was James Barnes, an English student, who
was forced by a press gang to serve as an English

soldier in the War of the Revolution, and was
taken prisoner by the Continental army at Still-

water. He refused to be exchanged, and adopted

this country as his home. Subsequently he married

and reared a family of thirteen children, his home
being in Herkimer County, N. Y.

The father of our subject, Brittania D. Barnes,

was born in New York in 1787. In 1820 he went
to Wilkes Barre, Pa., and from there to Allentown,

where he resided a few years. In the vicinity of

Bath there was then a Scotch-Irish settlement,

which has had an honored place in the early his-

tory of Pennsylvania and of the country, and has

done much to foster English education, sound

morality and religion in regions far beyond its

bounds. In view of his Presbyterian birth and

early training, Mr. Barnes was attracted thither,

and cast in his lot with them as a merchant un-

til the time of his death. The mother of our

subject bore the maiden name of Sarah Pardoe,

and was a native of Northumberland County, Pa.

Both she and her husband are deceased. Their

family numbered four sons and five daughters,

six of whom grew to mature years, and four are

yet living, viz.: Joseph C; James P.; Annie,

widow of Josiah Brown; and Lydia, who is the

wife of Dr. W. E. Seip, of Bath, Pa.

The subject of this sketch remained in the place

of his birth until fifteen years of age, and then

went to Luzerne County, Pa., where he clerked in

a store for $50 per annum. After a year and

a-half thus spent he returned to Bath, and entered

the academy of that place. Subsequently he studied

dentistry for two years, under the preceptorship

of Dr. J. P. Scholl, and became familiar with the

profession in all its branches. Later we find him

in Bethlehem, Pa., where he engaged in the practice

of dentistry until 1851. In that year Dr. Barnes

opened an office in Allentown, where he success-

fully engaged in practice until the death of his

father, in 1859, required him to give his attention

to the settlement of the estate. When this busi-

ness was satisfactorily arranged he returned to

Allentown, and again resumed practice, continuing
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in the line of dentistry until 1886, or for a period

of forty years, when he retired from the profession.

He had met with excellent success in his undertak-

ings, and was the recipient of a large and lucra-

tive practice.

In 1848 Dr. Barnes wedded Miss Mary, daughter

of Jacob Shimer, and to them was born a family

of five children: Ellen, who died in infancy; Avon,

a member of the firm of Cunningham & Barnes,

manufacturers of wagons and wagon gearings at

Allentown; Grace, wife of John T. Shimer, of Al-

lentown; Jacob, who is acting as bookkeeper in the

Lehigh Valley Trust and Safe Deposit Company;

and Lena, who completes the family. In 1886 Dr.

Barnes was one of the most active in originating

the Lehigh Valley Trust and Safe Deposit Com-

pany of Allentown, and at its organization became

the Secretary and Treasurer of the institution.

This position he creditably filled until the death of

its first President, Dr. Edwin G. Martin, in 1893,

when he was unanimously elected to that office, a

position he still holds. The Trust Company has

the confidence of the entire community, and acts

as executor, administrator, trustee and guardian

of estates, both real and personal. It also does a

large business in making loans and receiving de-

posits. Dr. Barnes, who was an original stock-

holder in the Allentown Bank (now the Allen-

town National Bank) on its organization in 1855,

has been a stockholder ever since, and at intervals

during twent3'-five years was one of the Directors

of the bank.

In politics the Doctor is usually a Democrat,

and has been honored with a number of offices

of trust under both parties. He served as Treas-

urer of the Allentown School District for eigh-

teen consecutive years, and has been a member
of the State Board of Agriculture since its or-

ganization in the year 1876, having been ap-

pointed by the Agricultural Society of Lehigh

County. For several terms he was Treasurer of

the Lehigh County Agricultural Society. Since be-

coming a resident of Allentown, he has been trea-

surer of many organizations. The trust officially

reposed in him indicates that he has the confi-

dence of his fellow-townsmen in a high degree,

and his long-continued service shows that that trust

has never been betrayed. In the legitimate chan-

nels of business he has won a high degree of suc-

cess, and is now one of the substantial citizens

of Allentown.

The Doctor and his wife are both members of

the First Presbyterian Church, and are numbered

among its leading members. By profession of faith

he united with it December 23, 1853. On the

17th of July, 1872, he was elected Ruling Elder,

and on the 18th of August was ordained in that

office for a term of six years. At each election he

was chosen his own successor until 1892, when the

eldership was made a life office and he was again

elected. For many years he was Treasurer of

the Board of Trustees, and also of the Board of

Elders for the Benevolent Contributions, which

position he holds at the present time. During

his whole connection with the church, Dr. Barnes

has been an active Christian. His place has rarely

been vacant in the weekly prayer-meeting and

Sabbath services, and for five and a-half years he

was Superintendent of the Sabbath-school. He was

among the first to advocate the erection of the pres-

ent Sabbath-school building, was one of the most

liberal contributors to it, and one of the committee

on building. By his zeal and activity others were

encouraged and supported in their liberality, and

for his faithfulness the Presbyterian Church has

reason for thankfulness. While undemonstrative

in his manner, his influence is on the side of truth

and right, and the community in which he lives

esteems him as a good man, a useful citizen and a

consistent Christian.

JOHN HENRY HELFRICH, M. D., is a native

of this county, and is now engaged in the

successful practice of his profession in Allen-

town. He is the son of Rev. John Helfrich,

also born in Lehigh County, and a minister in the

German Reformed Church. He in turn was theson

of John Henry Helfrich, who was sent from his

native Germany as a missionary of the Reformed

Church, and located in this state, taking Weisen-
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burg as his field of operations. The entire family

were first Whigs and later Republicans in polities.

The maiden name of our subject's mother was

Mary Schantz. She was born in this county,

and was the daughter of Jacob Schantz, a miller,

who established the old Cedar Creek Mills, which

he operated for many years. Mrs. Helfrich is now

deceased, having departed this life in the winter of

1892-93, when in the ninety-second year of her age.

The original of this sketch spent his boyhood

days in Weisenburg Township, and instead of at-

tending the district school was taught by private

tutors, his first preceptor being Dr. Zongerly, now
deceased, who was a native of Germany and a very

learned man. Young Henry was educated in this

manner until attaining his seventeenth year, when

he entered the Pennsylvania Medical College at

Philadelphia, and there took four courses of lec-

tures. He was graduated with the degree of Doc-

tor of Medicine when reaching his majority, and

began the practice of his profession in Weisenburg

Township. There he conducted a general practice

for a number of years, and from that place remov-

ed to Fogelsville. In 1879, however, he made his

advent into this city, by whose inhabitants he is

now regarded as one of the most prominent and

successful physicians and surgeons.

The grandfather of our subject was a finely edu-

cated man, being a graduate of Heidelberg College

in the Fatherland. Although completing his med-

ical studies in the regular school, Dr. Helfrich now
confines himself altogether to the practice of home-

opathy. He stands very high in medical circles,

and is a member of the Lehigh Valley Homeopathic

Society, of which he is a charter member, and also

of the Pennsylvania Homeopathic Medical Society.

In politics, like all his ancestors, he votes with

the Republican party.

Dr. Helfrich was united in marriage with Miss

Anne, daughter of Rev. A. J. Harmon, whose fa-

ther was sent from Germany to the United States

as a missionary. Mrs. Helfrich was born in Berks

County, this state, and bjr her union with our sub

jeet has become the mother of two daughters:

Alesa M., at home, and Agnes M., the wife of Dr.

Frank Slough, a practicing physician of this city.

Both the Doctor and his estimable wife are active

members of the German Reformed Church, with

which they have been connected for many years,

and in the faith of which they were reared. They
occupy a beautiful residence at No. 32 North Sixth

Street, and number their friends among the best

people of the city.

^m^m-m^m^^i^w^s^sm^m-^:^^^

TILGHMAN ODENWELDER. This success-

ful citizen of Palmer Township, Northamp-

ton County, was born May 1, 1844, at the

old homestead near the corporate limits of Easton.

The family was represented among the early set-

tlers of Palmer Township. His parents, Jacob B.

and Mary A. Odenwelder, were natives of North-

ampton County, and here spent their entire lives.

The father, who was a farmer by occupation, was

also for a short time the proprietor of the Forest

House in Palmer Township, which he had erected.

During his later years he lived in retirement from

business cares, and passed away April 15, 1884, at

the age of seventy-four. After the organization

of the Republican party, he affiliated with it, giv-

ing his support to its principles.

Early trained to familiarity with farm work, our

subject grew to manhood in Palmer Township.

His elementary education was obtained in the

public schools of the district, and he was also for

a time a student in the private and public schools

of Easton. Establishing home ties, he married

Miss Emma E., daughter of David and Sabina

Edelman, of Palmer Township, and two sons,

Jacob D. and Harry T, have been born of the

union.

The Republican party is the one to which Mr.

Odenwelder gives his support, and he has been

prominent in the public affairs of his community.

He has served as Election Inspector of Palmer

Township, and has held other positions of trust.

A man of public spirit, he has in every way possi-

ble aided the progress of his locality. With his

three brothers he donated ten acres to a well known

manufacturing firm, and also sold at half price the

lot on which the Easton Boot and Shoe Factory is
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located. In this and other ways he has endeav-

ored to promote the material welfare of the town-

ship, and to him as much as to any other citizen

is due the growth of the community.

For some years actively engaged as an agricult-

urist, Mr. Odenwelder now lives to a large extent

retired from active work, his home being near the

city limits of Easton. He has been successful

financially, and is the owner of one hundred and

forty acres of farm land in Warren County, N. J.,

as well as about seventy acres in Lower Nazareth

Township, Northampton County. His success rep-

resents the results of a great deal of hard work,

and is justly merited by his energy, perseverance

and business capability.

H8K

JOHN EDELMAN, a representative citizen of

Palmer Township, and one of its oldest sur-

viving residents, is a native of Northampton

County, born on the 11th of March, 1817.

His parents, Peter and Elizabeth Edelman, were

also born in this county, to which place his pater-

nal grandfather emigrated from Germany, becom-

ing the founder of the Edelman family in the

United States. The father of our subject was a

lifelong resident of Palmer Township, a man of

industry and enterprise, whose life was one of

busy toil. In the township where for so many
years he had been a resident he passed away in

November of 1826. Of his children, there now
survive Joseph, John and David.

The subject of this sketch was reared to a sturdy

manhood in Palmer Township, and was thoroughly
trained to farm work, which he has conducted suc-

cessfully throughout life. It was never his privi-

lege to attend public schools, but he was a short

time a student in the subscription schools of early

days, though his broad knowledge of history and
current topics has been gained through self-study.

It has been his aim to keep posted upon what is

going on in the world about him, and this habit

he has never abandoned. During his long and
useful career, his residence in this township cover-

ing a period of nearly eighty years, he has wit-

nessed the wonderful improvement of this section

and has contributed his quota to the development

of its material resources.

The marriage of Mr. Edelman, solemnized many
years ago, united him with Mary Yeager, daugh-

ter of the late Jacob Yeager, of Palmer Township.

There were born of this union five children, named

as follows: Samuel, John H., Andrew O, Mary R.

and Sarah J. The faithful wife and devoted

mother was called from earth July 13, 1858.

The political belief of Mr. Edelman brings him

into active co-operation with the Democratic party,

to which he has always given his warm support.

For several terms he officiated as School Director

in Palmer Township, and, appreciating his own

lack of early advantages, he has done all in his

power to give to the children of this generation

the best educational advantages possible. In re-

ligion a Lutheran, he holds membership in the

Church at Easton. He is well-to-do in this world's

goods, owning seventy-three acres of land in his

home farm, and also the well known Fountain

House in Palmer Township. Through his labors

in life's prime he accumulated a competence,

whereby he is enabled to spend the twilight of his

useful existence in the enjoyments of the comforts

so well deserved. He has retained through his

entire life the confidence of the community where

he has been a lifelong resident, and has the regard

of all his associates.

WILLIAM H. HUNSICKER is a member

of the firm of M. C. Ebbecke & Co.,

dealers in hardware, guns and sporting

goods in Allentown. His entire life has been passed

in the Keystone State, and he is one of the well

known residents of the community in which he

now makes his home. He was born in Northamp-

ton County, on the 25th of November, 1841, and

is a son of John and Sarah (Heinbach) Hunsicker.

The father was a wheelwright by trade, and car-

ried on business along that line during his active
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life. His last days were spent in Catasauqua, Pa.,

where his death occurred in 1874. His father,

Jacob Hunsicker, was of German lineage, and the

family was probably founded in America during

early Colonial days.

The boyhood days of our subject were spent in

Allentown and in Cherryville, Northampton Coun-

ty, and until eighteen years of age he attended

the common schools. He then learned the wheel-

wright's trade with his father, and followed that

business until 1861. At that time he laid aside all

business cares and responded to the country's call

for troops to aid in crushing out the Rebellion.

He enrolled his name among the boys in blue of

Company I, Eighty-first Pennsylvania Infantry,

under Col. Charles Miller, and with his regiment

was sent to Virginia, where they were attached to

the command of General McClellan. Mr. Hun-

sicker took part in the seven-days Battle of the

Wilderness, and on the sixth day was shot through

the shoulder and sent to the hospital in Washing-

ton, D. C, where he remained for two months.

He was then transferred to Philadelphia, where he

was confined in the hospital for seven months, but

his wound unfitted him for further duty, and on

the surgeon's certificate of disability he was hon-

orably discharged and returned home.

When he had sufficiently recovered his health,

Mr. Hunsicker went to Philadelphia, where he

joined the firm of Seltzer & Miller, and engaged

in the wholesale liquor business, which he success-

fully carried on until 1893. In that year he sold

out, and soon after came to Allentown, where he

purchased the interest of Samuel Moyer, of the well

known firm of M. C. Ebbecke & Co. The firm

style continued the same after Mr. Hunsicker

was admitted to partnership. They carry a large

and well assorted stock of hardware, guns and

sporting goods of every description, and occupy a

store 20x130 feet, utilizing all three floors of the

building. Their business has assumed extensive

proportions.

In 1865 Mr. Hunsicker was united in marriage

to Miss Sabina S. Mohry, of Whitehall, daughter

of Benjamin Mohry. They have three children,

Irwin J., Harry H. and Howard P., all of whom
are still at home. In his political affiliations, Mr.

Hunsicker is a Republican, and socially is con-

nected with E. B. Young Post No. 87, G. A. R.

He belongs to St. Michael's Lutheran Church, and

is a worthy and valued citizen of the community.

He possesses excellent business and executive abil-

ity, and enterprise and industry have been the im-

portant factors in his success.

WILLIAM C. SHERRER, chief clerk and

one of the stockholders of the Old

Bangor Slate Company, was born in

Bloomsbury, Hunterdon County, N. J., October 18,

1844, being a son of Joseph and Margaret (Smith)

Sherrer, also natives of New Jersey. The original

representatives of the Sherrer family in, America

came hither from Germany, and made settlement

in New Jersey early in the history of that state.

William C. was early orphaned by the death of his

father, which event, throwing him upon his own
resources, developed in his character the traits of

self-reliance and persevering industry which have

been important factors in his success.

In the public schools of Easton Mr. Sherrer re-

ceived the rudiments of his education, and after-

ward fitted for Lafayette College, which, however,

he did not enter. His first situation was with

the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company, in which,

after having held various positions, he was pro-

moted to conductor in 1865, remaining thus en-

gaged for six months. Then going to Philadel-

phia, he embarked in the commission business,

which he conducted for a year. Yielding to the

urgent request of his grandfather, he returned to

New Jersey to take charge of the estate and finan-

cial interests of the latter, and continue'd to reside

there for two years.

Coming to Bangor in 1871 or 1872, Mr. Sherrer

became Superintendent of the Elmira Slate Com-

pany, with which he remained three years. At the

expiration of that time he entered the employ of

the Old Bangor Slate Company, of which he is now
the chief clerk, and in which he is a stockholder.

He is also a Director and stockholder in the Mer-
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chants' National Bank of Ban°or,and is connected

with various enterprises that have given an im-

petus to the commercial and material development

of the place. Of the Banner Slate Company he is

serving as Secretary, and is one of its Directors.

This quarry is located at Danielsville, and is one

of the best in Northampton County.

In politics a Republican, Mr. Sherrer has offici-

ated as Chief Burgess, Town Clerk, School Direc-

tor and in other posts of honor. His membership

is in the Presbyterian Church, of which he is a

Deacon. In Sun day-school work he is especially

active, and has served for some time as its Superin-

tendent. Socially he affiliates with the Royal

Arcanum, and formerly was actively connected

with the Knights of Pythias. His marriage, which

occurred October 12, 1869, united him with Miss

Mary Angelica, daughter of Samuel Straub, of

Bath, Pa. One child has blessed their union, a

son named H. Straub, who was born October 18,

1875, and is now (1894) a Junior in Lafayette

College.

#P •

.

JACOB RAUB has done more, perhaps, toward
the upbuilding and improvement of Easton
than any other citizen of the place. For
about three years he has been much interested

in real estate, and his success is owing almost en-

tirely to his financial ability and sound judgment
Many local enterprises he has fostered and aided,
among these being the shoe and felt factories, the
suspension bridge and the market house. For
some three terms Mr. Raub was a member of the
City Council, was President of the Select Council
for one term, and inaugurated the first Democratic
Mayor ever elected in Easton.

John Raub, the father of our subject, was born
in Forks Township, Northampton County. He
was a soldier in the War of 1812, and in politics
was a Democrat. For some years he engaged in

carpet-weaving, and at one time operated a cooper-
age. He was a man of diversified talents, and won
considerable fame as a local doctor. He was also
a great hunter, and very fond of fishing, taking

much pleasure in these sports. He was twice mar-

ried, having five children by his first wife, namely:

Daniel, William, John, Sarah and Mary. By his

second marriage, the lady being Sarah Everhart

he had four children: Peter; Amanda, Mrs. Kutzler

Emma, Mrs. Franzer; and Jacob. The father died

in 1860, but his wife is still living.

Jacob Raub was born January 25, 1854, on his

father's farm in Forks Township. He received a

common-school education, but early engaged in

making his own living. His first employment was

as a farm hand at $4 per month, though for five

years previous he had received only his board and

clothing. At the age of seventeen years he began

learning the trade of carpentering, and was only

twenty years old when he built his first house. At

this time he received $275 from his father's estate.

In 1876 he became a partner in the firm which was

subsequently known as Raub, Franzer & Arner.

This partnership was dissolved in 1878, and for a

time our subject worked as a journeyman. He

built and paid for his home and went into business

on his own account. He succeeded very well

from the first, as on casting up his accounts at the

end of the year he found that he had cleared

$1,200; the second year he cleared $5,000, and the

following year $3,000. His small shop was at first

only 10x12, but its dimensions were necessarily in-

creased in a short time. For years he has given

employment to twenty-three men during the en-

tire year, and has frequently done a business of

$75,000 per annum.

In 1891 Mr. Raub associated with himself Will-

iam J. Daub, and embarked in real-estate business.

They bought a farm lying within the city lim-

its of Easton, this place being known as Easton

Heights. It comprised seventy-six acres, a large

portion of which has been sold off in lots and im-

proved with good buildings. The ground on

which stands the Moravian Church was donated

by the partners, who have contributed liberally to

many philanthropic societies and works in Easton.

About $75,000 worth of land has been sold, fifty

houses have been erected, and n umerous others are

in process of construction. Mr. Raub was the first

person to build a house in this portion of the city,

and has been untiring in his efforts to provide in-
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dustrious workmen and small salaried men with

homes on easy terms. He was interested with John

R. Osterstock and others in building up the tract

known as "the court house lot."

In July, 1876, Mr. Raub was united in marriage

with Aravesta A. Arner, who has borne him seven

children, as follows: Arthur L., Howard, Reuben

S., Sarah, Gertrude and Edith (deceased). The

family are members of the Reformed Church.

JAMES McMAHON was the fourth Postmaster

of South Bethlehem, and was a faithful officer

in that capacity for a period of eight years.

He was appointed to that position in 1871

by President Grant, and was appointed for a sec-

ond term by President Harrison. He resigned in

the fall of 1893, and gave up the post March 21

of the following year. Under his administration

of affairs the work pertaining to the office was sys-

tematized, and in the report made to the postal

authorities in 1891 and 1892 the office stood No. 1

in the second class of the second division. Mr.

McMahon was formerly a member of the South

Bethlehem Gas and Water Company, which built

the present water works, and owns several resi-

dence properties. He was the first Burgess of the

place, serving for one year, from 1864 to 1865, and

for a period of twelve years, though not in succes-

sion, served as a member of the City Council. In

the improvement of streets, starting of schools,

and in other material ways he has been identified

with progressive movements, and has practically

assisted in the prosperity of South Bethlehem.

The subject of this biography was born in

County Limerick, Ireland, on Christmas Day, 1834.

His father, John McMahon, whose birth also oc-

curred in the Emerald Isle, owned and operated a

good farm. His wife, a native of the same coun-

ty, was in her girlhood Miss Mary O'Kieffe. James

is the eldest of three children, and the only one of

the family who has come to America. He was ed-

ucated in Irs native land, and in 1849 set sail on

the vessel "Constellation" from Liverpool, and at

the end of twenty-two days landed in New York.

As he had an acquaintance in Philadelphia he pro-

ceeded direct to that city, and there attended

school for a few months. As he had received

thorough instruction in agricultural duties on his

father's farm, we next find him an employe of an

old Quaker in Haddonfield, N. J. For about a year

and a-half it was part of his duty to bring produce

from the farm to Philadelphia, where he sold it

to regular customers. Next he became a railroad

conductor, obtaining the position through ac-

quaintances, the Barrys, who built the Northern

Pennsylvania Railroad from Philadelphia to Beth-

lehem, now known as the Pittsburg <fe Reading.

In 1855 Mr. McMahon first set foot in Bethle-

hem, and then became an employe of the old Le-

high Zinc Company. With Mr. Wetherill he as-

sisted in making experiments on spelter or metallic

zinc for about a year. He was now a little over

twenty-one years of age, and after being with

Mr. Wharton, who was also in the zinc business, he

was for four months at work in the oxide furnaces.

For a year thereafter he had charge of the rooms

where the oxide was collected, and was then made

day foreman. In that capacity he served with Mr.

Jenkins until 1863, when B. C. Webster, the Presi-

dent, became General Manager, and by him our

subject was appointed Superintendent of the plant,

continuing as such until May 1, 1881.

In 1881 Mr. McMahon removed to a farm which

he had purchased in Iowa County, Iowa, a tract

of one hundred and sixty acres. He did not re-

main there long, however, as he was solicited to

build oxide works in Mineral Point, Wis., and ac-

cordingly did so in 1882. This corporation, the

Mineral Point Zinc Company, is now a leading

concern in the business, and our subject became

Superintendent of the works, remaining there for

six years. In 1888 he sold his Iowa farm and, re-

turning to South Bethlehem, moved into his old

home. April 4, 1889, he was again appointed

Postmaster, taking charge of the office May 12.

The salary was then only $1,600 a year, affairs

were in a bad condition, and the office itself was not

very well situated. All these things our subject

undertook to change, and succeeded in doing so.

It was removed to its present large quarters, one
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of the finest locations in the state; a free delivery

system was introduced, and it was transferred from

the third to the second class, the salary being in-

creased to $2,400.

One of the first members of the Church of the

Holy Infancy, our subject is active in its work and

cherishes a very kindly feeling toward the Mora-

vians and other Protestants of this region who
were so liberal, both in thought and in a more

practical way, when this church was constructed.

Since 1868 he has been a Republican, having voted

for President Lincoln for his second term. He is

one of the most aggressive Republicans in the

county, and has been active in local committees.

For nine years he was a School Director, and

served for a number of years as President of the

board. The schools were in a dilapidated con-

dition when he first became interested in the mat-

ter, but now the educational facilities of the place

can rank with the best in the state. In 1875 he

erected his pleasant home on the corner of Locust

and Fourth Streets, and has also built several other

houses in South Bethlehem.

3>-m-m>&s>$s

REUBEN P. FEHNEL, formerly Commis-
sioner of Northampton County, and at

piesenta farmer and stock-raiser of Palmer
Township, was born February 13, 1833, in the

county where he still resides. Here also were born

his parents, Peter and Lydia (Dilliard) Fehnel, and
hither in an early day came his grandfather, Con-
rad Fehnel, the founder of the family in the state,

and one of the pioneer settlers of Moore Town-
ship.

School advantages were somewhat limited when
our subject was a boy, but he availed himself to

the utmost of those offered him, and gained a prac-

tical education that fitted him for contact with the
world. As soon as old enough he began to aid in

tilling the soil, and with advancing years increased

responsibilities came to him. He remained beneath
the parental roof, engaged in general farm work,
until he attained his majority, at which time he be-

gan to learn the trade of a carpenter. This occu-
pation he followed for a number of years, though
his time has been devoted mainly to agriculture.

Removing in the spring of 1862 from Moore to

Palmer Township, Mr. Fehnel has since resided in

this part of the county. In 1873 he settled upon

the farm where he has since resided. This place

comprises one hundred and ten acres of land, the

larger part of which has been placed under a high

state of cultivation, so that at each harvest it

yields large and valuable crops. While he has de-

voted his attention principally to the cultivation

of his property, he has found time to give to the

consideration of public matters, and is well in-

formed concerning the issues of the age.

Among the local offices held by Mr. Fehnel is

that of School Director of Palmer Township. He

has also served as Road Supervisor, and for a

period of three years filled the position of Com-

missioner of Northampton County. His wife was

Hannah, daughter of George Marsh, late of Moore

Township, but now deceased. Six children were

born to this union, of whom five are now living:

George; Thomas; Ida, who is the wife of Thomas

Kunkle; Amanda and Owen P. Clementine is de-

ceased. A Lutheran in religious belief, Mr. Feh-

nel belongs to the church situated on Bushkill

Creek, in Forks Township, and in that congrega-

tion is serving as an Elder.

5<s«^SD>'-^^

OLIVER K. JONES, a well known and repre-

sentative citizen and retired agriculturist

of Freemansburg, is a native of Northamp-

ton County. He was born November 26, 1838, to

Joseph B. and Eliza (Keck) Jones, the former a

native of this county, and the latter born in Lehigh

County. John Jones, the great-grandfather of our

subject, was said to have been a native of Wales,

and was one of the early settlers of the Lehigh Val-

lej', having come to America when a young man.

Our subject was reared to manhood in his native

county, receiving his education in the common

schools near his home, and later attending the

private schools of Bethlehem. He has been a life-

long agriculturist, economical and industrious, and

therefore prosperous, and now owns one hundred

and twenty-six acres of well cultivated and finely

improved land, where he still resides, though living

a retired life. He has served as School Director
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for several years, and has held other local offices.

In politics he has the interests of the Republican

party at heart, and is active in public affairs, both

national and local.

Mr. Jones was married, February 3, 1863, to Miss

Clara Oberly, a daughter of John S. and Catherine

(Shimer) Oberly. The mother is still living and is

in her seventy-eighth year. The parents of Mrs.

Jones were natives of Northampton County, and

her great-grandfather Jones was a native of Wales,

having come to America in an early day. He

settled in the Lehigh Valley and took up a tract of

land, which he cultivated, and on which he reared

his family, spending the remainder of his life with

his children in that place.

Our subject and his estimable wife are active

members of the Lutheran Church at Freemansburg,

and are deeply interested in the cause of Christian-

ity. Mr. Jones is an Elder in the church and is

well known in this locality. Two sons have been

born to him and his wife, Harry O. and Charles,

both of whom are employed in the War Department

of the United States Government at the Bethlehem

Iron Works in Bethlehem, under Captain McNutt.

<rpr DAM LAUBACH. Seigfried's Bridge,

/—\ Northampton County, takes its name from

its first settler, Colonel Siegfried, a Revo-

lutionary officer, who died in 1794. This town is

in the richest valley in Pennsylvania, where only

enterprise and industry are known frorn Mauch

Chunk to Easton. In a radius of three miles

eight large cement mills give wealth to the busi-

ness people of Seigfried's, and in consequence of

this mammoth industry the town rolls in prosper-

ity. Foremost as a business man and middle-aged

citizen is Adam Laubach, who for forty years has

occupied the large mercantile house as a part of his

father's legacy. He was born in Northampton

County, November 9, 1827, and is the son of Peter

Laubach, Sr., and his estimable wife, Elizabeth (Ne-

ligh) Laubach. His paternal great-grandfather,

5

with a brother, and a sister, Marguerite Laubach,

sailed from the Palatinate, in Germany, on the

ship "Queen Elizabeth," Capt. Alexander Hope

the ship's master, and landed in Philadelphia Sep-

tember 16, 1738.

Reinhardt Laubach, the brother, settled in Heller-

town, Lower Saucon Township, where he now lies

buried. From this branch of the family William

Laubach, the merchant prince of Easton, the coun-

ty seat of Northampton County, is descended. The

son of Reinhardt Laubach, Peter by name, moved

to Kreidersville, Pa., in 1755. From him the vast

Laubach family traces its descent The Laubach

family is noted for powerful physique, and in the

family the occupation of blacksmithing and the

mercantile business have been handed down from

generation to generation.

As a youth Mr. Laubach attended a public school,

and was instructed in the studies that were taught

in the early part of the century. At the age of

eighteen years he entered the office of his father's

mill at Laubachsville (now Northampton), and

assumed the management of this department of

the mill. He remained thus engaged until 1858,

when he came to Seigfried's Bridge and established

his present business, which he has successfully

conducted. From his father he inherited princi-

ples of strict honesty and integrity, and, being

very philanthropic and public spirited, his influ-

ence has been an important factor in the develop-

ment of the town. Besides conducting a large

mercantile business, he has a lumber-yard, coal-

yard and sand depot. In addition to this, he is a

large real-estate owner, and possessor of a fine

farm.

A man of devout character, Mr. Laubach. is a

consistent member of St. John's Reformed Church,

which his father helped to build. In politics he

is an ardent Republican, and has been Postmaster

of the town since 1858. He never aspired to

office, but served for fifteen years as School Di-

rector, an honored and responsible position. He

is the son-in-law of Judge David Laury, of Laury's

Station, whose sketch is elsewhere presented. Fur-

ther mention is made of Mrs. Laubach's family

history in the sketch of Alexander C. P. Laury,

which appears on another page of this volume.
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The eldest daughter is the wife of G. H. Klep-

pinger, a prominent wholesale grocer and real-es-

tate owner of Allentown. The eldest son is an

energetic merchant and prominent Mason. The

third daughter is the wife of a clergyman of the

Reformed Church. Two of the family are still

unmarried and reside at home, the youngest son,

who, like his brother, is an advocate of Freema-

sonry, assisting his father in the mercantile busi-

ness.

S>#P »
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JONAS F. MOYER, who was appointed by

President Cleveland to the position of Post-

master of Catasauqua in the spring of 1894,

is making a good record in this capacity.

He is a leading Democrat, having been one of the

workers in the ranks of his partj', and for the past

twelve years has been a correspondent for the

Allentown Daily Item.

Born at Macungie, in this county, June 2, 1850,

J. F. Moyer is the son of Samuel and Elizabeth

(Mertz) Moyer, the father a native of Upper Mil-

ford, and the mother of Macungie. The paternal

grandfather was born in the Keystone State, but

his father was a native of Holland, who became

one of the early settlers of this county. Samuel

Moyer was a carpenter by trade, and assisted in

building the locks in the canal, and also erected

the first brick house in the borough of Macungie.

Later he owned a slateyard, and was a partner

in the foundry of Miller & Moyer. In other en-

terprises he was also active. Though now seventy-

seven years of age he takes a great interest in the

Evangelical Lutheran Church, and is living a re-

tired life in the borough which has been his home
since boyhood. His wife was a daughter of Henry
Mertz, a native of the same place, who was a broom
manufacturer.

In his parents' family, which comprised eight

children, Jonas F. Moyer is the fourth in order of

birth, all but two of the family still living. He
was reared in the place of his birth, attending
the public schools, and about 18(U commenced his

active career, his first work being in a brickyard.

Afterward he worked on a farm in the vicinity,

and then on one in Bucks County, during which

time he attended school to some extent. We next

find him a clerk in a store at Macungie, from

where he went to Philadelphia, obtaining em-

ployment in a grocery. Once more returning to

his childhood's home, he engaged as a clerk in the

same store, but about 1869 he began teaclnng'at

Alburtis, and taught there for one term, follow-

ing the same business for some seven or eight

terms in the vicinity of Macungie. During this

time he attended the Keystone Normal, working

his own way, and graduating June 1, 1877, with the

degree of Bachelor of Elements. Two years later

he received the degree of Master of Elements. After

this he resumed teaching, and the following two

years taught at Ironton, and later for one year at

Sand Springs. Thus the years passed, his time being

mainly given to teaching until 1883. In 1879 he

took the Fii'st Ward School in Allentown, which

he taught for a year, and then for the same length

of time taught the school in North Whitehall Town-

ship, near Unionville. After leaving Unionville

he came to Catasauqua, teaching here for two

years, when he changed his vocation and became

bookkeeper for William Yunger in his flourmill.

At the end of two years he resigned his position in

the mill to engage in the life-insurance business,

which he has since continued in with the exception

of some five winters when he taught the Faust

Grammar School, and in Allen Township. While

in the life-insurance business Mr. Moyer repre-

sented the Mutual Benefit Association of Newark,

N. J., and in its interests has traveled considerably

in adjoining counties.

In this city Mr. Moyer was married, in 1878, to

Miss Celia R. Troxell, who was born in Washing-

ton Township, of this county, and is a daughter

of E. A. Troxell, who is engaged in merchandising

in Catasauqua. To Mr. and Mrs. Moyer were

given seven children, five of whom are living, as

follows: Samuel E., Ida E., William A., Russell F.

and Ella May. Mary E. and Solon F. are deceased.

In January, 1894, Mr. Moyer was given the

preference over about twenty-three applicants, and

received the appointment of Postmaster, taking
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possession of the office immediately. He has many

warm friends and supporters in his party, who

have been most happy to give him their patron-

age and support, and the wisdom of their selection

and recommendation has been shown in the man-

ner in which he has conducted the affairs of the

office. Mr. Mover is an Odd Fellow; is Past

Officer of the Knights of the Golden Eagle, having

represented his lodge in the Grand Lodge, and is

a member of the Patriotic Order Sons of Amer-

ica, being one of the founders of the lodge and

Past Officer. For one term he served on the Grand

Jury, and, in brief, has been in many ways before

the public in leading roles. A member of the Re-

formed Church, he is one of its active workers and

is Superintendent of the Sunday-school.

=13

C T f)ILLIAM R. THOMAS has for many
V/\/ years enjoyed a reputation not only as

one of the finest mechanics in Catasau-

qua, but also as a man who is thoroughly posted in

public affairs. He is now in the employ of the

Davies & Thomas Company. A man of more than

ordinary ability, he has had a vast amount of ex-

perience in his work, and every transaction is

characterized by good judgment. He was born in

Glamorganshire, Wales, May 30, 1829, and is the

son of Hopkin Thomas, whose life history will be

found in the biography of James Thomas. The

paternal grandfather of William R. Thomas, who

was also a native of Wales, was a miller, which oc-

cupation he followed in his native land during his

entire life.

Hopkin Thomas, who was also a fine machinist,

crossed the Atlantic in 1834, and located for a

time in Philadelphia. Thence he went to Beaver

Meadows, where William R. Thomas, his son, re-

ceived his education in the district school, and

when sixteen years of age learned the machinist's

trade in the shops located there. He remained

thereuntil attaining his twentieth year, when, de-

siring to
.
perfect himself in his line of work, he

went to New York City and received special in-

struction in the navy-yards. For two years he

worked there, and in 1854 emigrated to La Salle

County, 111., and thence to Amboy, where he en-

gaged as an engineer on the Illinois Central Rail-

road, running between that city and Centralia.

After a service of two years on the road Mr.

Thomas' health failed, and he returned to this city,

and after recuperating entered the employ of the

Crane Iron Company as master mechanic, remain-

ing with them until 1868, and only leaving their

employ to become a partner in the McKee, Fuller &
Company Car Wheel and Axle Works. He was

Superintendent of the plant for two years, when

he disposed of his interest in the business, and be-

came connected with the Coleraine Iron Works in

the building of furnaces, managing the work shop

until 1875. That year he went South to Georgia,

where he built the Rising Fawn Iron Furnace in

Dade County. From there he went to Helena,

Ala., and superintended the operations of the Hel-

ena coal mine for a month. At the expiration of

that time he returned home and accepted the su-

perintendency of the Coleraine Iron Company for

one year, after which he went to Hokendauqua to

fill the same position for the Thomas Iron Com-

pany. After being seven years in their employ he

was, in March, 1887, made Superintendent of the

Crane Iron Company, and continued in this posi-

tion until 1891, when, in company with A. and C.

H. Fuller, he started the Globe Metal Works. With

this he was connected a year, when he sold out,

and, coming again to this town, became connected

with Davies & Thomas' Foundry and Machine

Works.

William R; Thomas was united in marriage in

Janesville, this state, in 1856, to Miss Martha May-

hew, a native of England, and the daughter of

Francis Mayhew. Of the nine children who were

born to them eight are now living: James, a

machinist in this city; Katie, Mrs. Agthe, of Phila-

delphia; John, a chemist in this place; Helen,

Irene, Mary, William and Fritz, at home with their

parents. Frank, who was Superintendent of the

Franklin Iron Works in New York, died in that

city.

In social affairs Mr. Thomas is a Free and Ac-
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cepted Mason, a Royal Arch Mason and Knight

Templar. Politically he is a supporter of the can-

didates of the Republican party, and although not

actively interested in political affairs, he maintains

a deep interest in everything calculated to pro-

mote the best interests of the county, and is a

loyal and public-spirited citizen.
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JOSEPH J. MOYER, a well known resident

of Treichler's, was formerly conductor on

the Central Railroad of New Jersey, running

between Easton and Scranton. He was born

in Easton, May 5, 1840, and is the son of Joseph

J. and Catherine (Sierfass) Mover, the former born

in Lehigh County, and the latter a native of New
Jersey.

The father of Joseph J., of this sketch, was a

miller by occupation, and resided for nearly a

quarter of a century in Springtown, N. J., where he

followed his trade. He died at Phillipsburg, that

state, in 1877. He was an ardent admirer of Dem-
ocratic principles, and never failed to cast a vote

in favor of that party's candidates. His widow is

still living, making her home in Phillipsburg,

where she has passed her eightieth birthday. A
daughter and three sons are still living: Amos;
Elizabeth, now the widow of vSamuel Arndt; John
Z.; and Joseph J., who was next to the youngest.
The youngest was Jacob B., now deceased.

Joseph J. Moyer, the subject of this record, was
four years of age when his parents removed to

Springtown, where he was reared to mature years.

He carried on his primary studies in the public
schools of Springtown, and later attended school
at Riegelsville, this state. When a young man he
learned the miller's trade from his father, and fol-

lowed it profitably for several years. In 1865 he
accepted the position of conductor for the Lehigh
& Susquehanna Railroad Company, running be-

tween White Haven and South Wilkes Barre, which
was subsequently merged into the Central Rail-

road of New Jersey. He punched the first ticket on

the Lehigh & Susquehanna Road after the Lehigh

Coal and Navigation Company assumed control of

the road. A steam engine of the regulation kind

was used, and where they struck the mountain

the train was let down about thirteen hundred feet

on the grade from Ashley to South Wilkes Barre,

a distance of two and one-half miles. The route

when Mr. Moyer was made conductor covered

about thirty miles, but the road was subsequently

built to Scranton and Easton.

Mr. Moyer remained in the company's employ

until the spring of 1893, when he resigned, and

located in Treichler's, where he is living retired.

He is a stanch Democrat in politics, and is socially

connected with Blue Lodge No. 52, F. & A. M.,

of Phillipsburg, N. J.; belongs to Eagle Chapter

No. 30, at the same place, and Commandery No.

45 at Wilkes Barre, and is a member of the Scottish

Rites at Bloomsburg—in all of which orders he

takes an active part.

The marriage of Joseph J. Moyer with Miss

Emma Hartm'an was celebrated in 1869, or about

that date. She was born in Wilkes Barre, and be-

came the mother of a daughter, Kate, who is the

wife of P. A. Day, and a son, Samuel E., a veteri-

nary surgeon in Michigan. The wife and mother

died in 1873, and Mr. Moyer was married in 1877

to Mary E. Drinkhouse, of Easton. Two children

were granted them, Christie Mf and Edith R.

Mr. Moyer's present wife, whom he married in

August, 1893, was prior to her marriage Rose C.

Caston, of Mauch Chunk.
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WILLIAM H. KASTEN, M. D., is a fine

representative of the young physicians

of Carbon County who are successfully

engaged in the practice of their noble calling. He

is a young gentleman of marked enterprise and

much ability, and an honorable and remunerative

career appears to lie before him in the field of

medicine. He is also the proprietor of a fine drug

Store in Nesquehoning, which he is carrying on in
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connection with his practice. It is fully stocked

with all kinds of medicines, and such other articles

as are usually found in a first-class establishment

of the kind. He was born September 4, 1871, in

East Mauch Chunk, and is the son of Frederick and

Matilda Kasten, the former of whom is deceased,

while his mother is at present residing in East

Mauch Chunk.

The early years of Dr. Kasten 's life were spent in

his native county, and when a boy he began clerk-

ing in a drug store for J. M. Hess. He was

given the advantage of a liberal education, and

having a pronounced taste for the medical profes-

sion, began to prepare himself when quite young

for his chosen calling. After reading medicine

for a time under the tutelage of Dr. L. W. Moyer,

he entered Jefferson Medical College, from which

institution he graduated with honor in May, 1893.

He then engaged in practice for a short time with

his former instructor, but in July, 1893, located in

this place, and is carrying on his practice alone.

He occupies a well appointed office, and enjoys a

very fair patronage.

Dr. Kasten is a member of the Lehigh Valley

Medical Society, also of the Carbon County Soci-

ety. In politics he is an ardent Republican, and

is influential in the political life of the community.

Religiously he is a Lutheran and a member of the

church of , that denomination.

HON. JAMES S. BIERY, who gained dis-

tinction through his public services as a

Member of Congress, is a prominent at-

torney-at-law of Allentown, and holds an enviable

position in the legal circles of Lehigh County.

He has the honor of being a native of the state

which is still his home. He was born on the Alle-

ghany River, in Venango County, March 2, 1839,

and is a son of Henry and Esther (Slotrey) Biery,

both of whom were natives of Lehigh County.

The father was a farmer by occupation, and in 1837

removed with his family to Venango County,

where he and his wife spent their remaining days.

Upon the old homestead farm our subject was

reared, and in the district schools of the neighbor-

hood he began his education. He afterward at-

tended a select school, and later pursued his stud-

ies in Emlenton Academy. On leaving that insti-

tution he began teaching, at the age of nineteen,

and successfully followed that profession for sev-

eral years. Three years of that time he was a

teacher in Venango County, and for eight years

followed teaching in Lehigh County. Subsequent-

ly he engaged in the study of theology for two

years, but, changing his mind about entering the

ministry, he instead entered the law office of

Judge Edwin Albright, of Allentown, and after

thorough preparation was admitted to the Bar, in

September, 1868, in this city. Here he at once be-

gan practice, and his time and attention have since

been devoted to his chosen profession. He was

admitted to practice in the United States Supreme

Court in 1875, in Washington, D. C. He has ever

been a close student of his profession, and his

abilities, both natural and acquired, have placed

him among the leading practitioners at the Lehigh

County Bar and in eastern Pennsylvania.

In 1872 Mr. Biery was elected to Congress, rep-

resenting the Sixth Congressional District, which

comprised the counties of Lehigh and Montgomery.

He is a Republican in politics, and on that ticket

was elected. On the expiration of his term of

office he returned to Allentown and resumed his

law practice, which he has diligently prosecuted

up to the present time. When in Congress he

took an active part in the discussion favoring the

resumption of specie payment. He has been a

close student of the topics and issues of the day,

and has made himself well informed concerning

everything pertaining thereto. He has written

many learned and able articles on different sub-

jects, for various periodicals and papers. He was

the author of a series of articles on the revision

of the tariff, published in 1879 and 1880 in the

Allentown Chronicle and News, and copied in the

Reading Times. They were also copied and com-

mented upon by many of the leading journals

throughout the country. His latest literary effort

is a satire on "King Grover," which has had a
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wide circulation, and which received much favor-

able commendation from metropolitan journals

throughout the land.

On the 1st of March, 1864, Mr. Biery was united

in marriage' with Miss Annie Mertz, of Allentown,

daughter of Elias Mertz. They have one son,

Arthur L., a practicing attorney of this place. The

family is widely known in the community in which

they have so long resided, and its members are

prominent in social circles. Mr. Biery takes an

active part in political affairs by advocating the

principles of the Republican party. He is also a

stanch supporter of those interests and enterprises

which are calculated to benefit and improve the

city and advance the general welfare. The com-

munity which has so long been his home finds in

him one of its best citizens.

«§ish

BENJAMIN KERN has been a resident of

Slatington throughout almost the entire

period of his life, and was formerly one

of its most extensive merchants. He acquired a

fortune by his ably conducted business enterprises,

and is now living in pleasant retirement in the

city of his birth. When in active business he dis-

played marked energy, and his management of his

interests was characterized by superior discrimin-

ation, unerring judgment, and a sound policy in

money matters. Though practically retired, he

still maintains a general oversight of his varied in-

terests, both monetary and real-estate.

Mr. Kern was born in Slatington, August 26,

1834. His father, Jonas Kern, was one of the most

prominent men of this section of country, and was

a miller by occupation, though engaged in farm-

ing for several years. He was the founder of the

town of Slatington, and at one time owned the

land upon which stands the present city. To him
also belongs the distinction of having developed

the first slate quarry of Slatington. Even in old

age he retained the activity and energy character-

istic of him in youth, and was hale and robust up

to the time of his death, which occurred in 1892

at the age of eighty-seven years.

Benjamin Kern is the fifth lineal descendant in

a direct line from Nicholas Kern, the original

owner of a five-hundred-acre tract of land upon

which the major portion of the town of Slatington

now stands. Nicholas Kern held the land under

patents (dated November 24, 1737, and March 15,

1738), from the proprietors, the heirs of William

Penn. From Nicholas a portion of it descended

to William, thence to John (the grandfather of our

subject), afterward to Jonas, his father, and is now

in the possession of Benjamin. The present hand-

some residence of Mr. Kern stands on that portion

of the property which was the garden one hundred

and fifty years ago.

The paternal grandfather of our subject, John

Kern, was a native of Lehigh County and a man

of prominence in his locality. The original rep-

sentatives of the family in the United States emi-

grated hither from Switzerland, and in an early

day settled in Lehigh County, where they pur-

chased large tracts of land. Our subject's mother

bore the maiden name of Maria Wehr, and was

born in this county, where her entire life was

passed. Benjamin spent the years of boj'hood in

the parental home, receiving such advantages as

the public schools afforded, and supplementing the

information there gained by six months' tuition m
the old Allentown Academy.

At the age of sixteen years Mr. Kern secured a

position as clerk in a store at Slatington, where he

gained familiarity with the mercantile trade. In

1853, in partnership with Henry Kuntz, he em-

barked in merchandising, and for several years con-

tinued in that connection, but the.partnership was

finally dissolved by mutual consent. After that

he conducted the business as sole proprietor, and

met with the greatest success until his retirement,

in August of 1893. He always kept a complete

line of goods suited to the wants of his customers,

and had a large trade among the people of Slat-

ington and the surrounding country.

With all movements tending toward the ad-

vancement of the interests of the town Mr. Kern

has always been in hearty sympathy. In 1877 be

was elected Burgess of Slatington, and in that re-
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sponsible position displayed the possession of en-

ergy, executive ability and good judgment. For

several terms he served as a member of the Town

Council. In politics he always supports the prin-

ciples of the Republican party, and is prominent

in local affairs. Socially he is identified with the

Knights of Malta.

On the 6th of December, 1857, Mr. Kern was

united in marriage with Miss Leanna Peters, a na-

tive of Lehigh County, and a daughter of Jonas

Peters, of this county. They have had two daugh-

ters, of whom the elder, Agnes J., is deceased. The

younger, Ella Victoria, is the wife of Joseph H.

Fuller. In religious connections Mr. and Mrs.

Kern hold membership in the Reformed Church of

Slatington, to the good works of which they are

liberal contributors, and in the social circles of the

town none are held in higher esteem than they.

m>m*mr**-\i I l >

DANIEL YODER, M. D., President of the

Lehigh Valley Homeopathic Medical So-

ciety, and a successful physician of Cata-

sauqua, was born in Maxatawney Township, Berks

County, Pa., September 30, 1833. His paternal

ancestors were Huguenots, who, emigrating from

France to America, settled in Oley Township,

Berks County, Pa., in 1717. Both his father, David

Yoder, and his grandfather were natives of the

Keystone State, and followed agricultural pursuits.

The former removed in 1834 to Whitehall (now

Mickleys) Township, Lehigh County, where he en-

gaged in farming. In 1847 he went to Northamp-

ton County, and settled on a farm near Bath,

where his death occurred four years later. In re-

ligious belief he was a member of the Reformed

Church, while his political affiliations were with

the Whigs.

The mother of our subject bore the maiden

name of Mary Levan, and was born in Maxatawney

Township, Berks County. Her father, William,

was a native of the same place, and was a farmer

by occupation. The Levan family traces its an-

cestry to three brothers of that name who came to

this country from France, having left their native

land on account of the persecution of the Hugue-
nots, to which class they belonged. Mrs. Mary
Yoder died at Catasauqua in 1873, after having

had eleven children. Five of the number are now
living, and of these the Doctor is the eldest.

Brought to Lehigh County when an infant, the

subject of this sketch passed the days of childhood

in Mickleys Township. In 1847 he accompanied

the family to Bath, and was educated in Bethle-

hem, and in the Vanderveer Academy atEaston. At
the age of twenty he commenced to teach, and for

a time had charge of the Levan school. In 1855

he began the study of medicine under Dr. Walter

F. Martin, of Weaversville, and the following

year entered the medical department of the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania, where he took a course

of lectures. Later he conducted his studies in the

Pennsylvania Medical College at Philadelphia,

from which he was graduated in 1858.

Opening an office at Catasauqua, Dr. Yoder has

since engaged in practice here, and is, in point of

time, the oldest homeopathic physician in the val-

ley. In 1873 he built an elegant residence at the

corner of Third and Bridge Streets, where he also

has his office. He has been interested in the im-

provement of the city, and has laid out eight acres

in town lots. Socially he is a Mason, and has been

Treasurer of his lodge for thirty years. He has

attained the Knight-Templar degree, and is also

connected with the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows. In political views he is a firm Repub-

lican, ever loyal to party principles. He is a mem-

ber of the American Institute of Homeopathy, the

Homeopathic Medical Society of Pennsylvania, and

the Lehigh Valley Homeopathic Medical Society,

having been President of the last-named organi-

zation for three years. Dr. Yoder is an enthusias-

tic and very successful collector of English pot-

tery, including the historical blue plates of Amer-

ican designs.

March 19, 1861, in Catasauqua, occurred the

marriage of Dr. Yoder and Miss Amanda E. Glace.

Mrs. Yoder is the daughter of Samuel Glace, who

was born in Cocalico Township, Lancaster County,

Pa., October 12, 1805, and accompanied his father,



198 PORTEAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

Peter Glaee, to the Conyngham Valley, in Luzerne

County, where he engaged in farming. In 1828

he came to the Lehigh Valley, and in 1843 entered

the employ of the Crane Iron Company. Later

he had charge of the canal between the Slate and

Allentown dams, working for the same company.

For thirty years he remained with that firm, a fact

which proved his ability and trustworthiness. Dur-

ing that time he saw the iron industry in the United

States increase from fifteen hundred tons per an-

num to eight million tons in 1891. Other changes

he also witnessed, including the introduction of

the locomotive, the hot-air blast, the telegraph and

telephone, and those marvels of the nineteenth

century, the daily papers. He was a man of firm

religious belief, and was an Elder in St. Paul's

Lutheran Church.

February 9, 1836, Samuel Glace was united in

marriage, by Rev. J. Yeager, with Miss Isabella

Swartz, who passed away May 6, 1880. She was

the daughter of John and Sarah (Mickley) Swartz,

who at that time lived on the river road between

Catasauqu'a and Northampton. When he died,

January 3, 1892, his loss was mourned by his hosts

of warm personal friends, who realized that there

had passed away one of the most prominent, as

well as one of the most upright, men of the Lehigh

Valley.

#*§P

JUDGE DAVID LAURY, deceased, was one

of the best known and most highly respected

citizens of Lehigh County, and his life was
a most useful and honorable one. He was

born June 1, 1805, in North Whitehall Township,
which at that time was a part of Northampton
County. He was the son of John Laury, and the

eldest of eleven children. As a boy he attended
a German school for a few terms, and learned to

read and write that language. He was brought
up as a farmer and blacksmith, and in August,
1827, he married Miss Maria Kline, of the town of

Lowhill, in the same county, with whom he lived

happily for over fifty years. His venerable help-

mate died March 12, 1878. Ten children were

born to them, viz.: Mary, wife of Thomas New-
hard; Henry Kline Laury; Caroline, wife of Adam
Laubach; Lewis K. Laury; Maria, who married

Dr. Stephen Ruch, of Elmira, N. Y.; Josephine

wife of George F. Kimball; Miss Leah Laury; Ee-

becca, Mrs. Joseph Bibighans; David K. Laury, Jr.;

and Alexander C. P. Laury.

In 1832 Judge Laury located in the town which

was named Laury's Station in honor of him, and

built the large gristmill, the fine summer resort

and the hotel, besides owning much valuable real

estate, and Laury Island, in the Lehigh River, re-

nowned as a popular picnic resort. In early life

he took an active interest in politics, and in 1838,

with seven other gentlemen from this county, at-

tended a convention at Harrisburg called to re-

organize the Democratic party. The body was

known as the Young Men's Convention, and a

result of their work was the election of David R.

Porter as Governor of this state. His first com-

mission was as Captain of a company which had

served in the War of 1812. This commission was

issued by Joseph Ritner,the anti-Mason Governor.

He was re-elected to the Captaincy for several terms.

In 1846 he was nominated for the Legislature for

the district then composed of Carbon and Lehigh

Counties, but was defeated. In 1850 he was nom-

inated and elected, and served four years. In

1856 he was a Presidential Elector, and voted for

James Buchanan. In 1863 he was appointed Post-

master at Laury's Station, and held the office up

to the time of his death. In 1865 he was elected

Justice of the Peace for North Whitehall, and in

1867 was appointed Revenue Collector for Lehigh

and Northampton Counties. He was elected As-

sociate Judge of Lehigh County in 1868, and served

with credit.

At the time of the. opening of the Lehigh Val-

ley Railroad, in 1855, Judge Laury was appointed

station agent at Laury's, and held that position

until his death. He was an early advocate of the

building of the road, and helped to collect money

to pay for the first survey of the Lehigh Valley

Road. The ground occupied by the Laury depot

was donated to the Lehigh Valley Company by

himself and wife. He had the confidence and es-
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teem of Hon. Asa Packer, and between the two

the most cordial relations existed. Judge Laury

was a Democrat all his life, and his first vote was

cast for Andrew Jackson. In church and Sunday-

school work he was active, and it was one of his

proudest boasts that he organized the first Sunday-

school in the county, outside of the city of Allen-

town. He was one of the pillars of St. John's

Lutheran Church at Laury's, and was one of the

committee that built the edifice. He was indeed a

remarkable man—was kind and charitable, and no

one stood higher in the esteem of his fellow-men

than he.

Judge Laury on his father's side was of Scotch

birth, while on his mother's side he traced his an-

cestry from Wurtemberg, Germany. On account

of his popularity and his being the oldest station

agent on the Lehigh Valley Railroad^ the last pas-

senger locomotive built at the Lehigh Valley shops

in South Easton was given his name, and was

known as the "David Laury No. 5." His crayon

portrait was hung in the cab of the engine. In 1854

he was commissioned Major-General of the Seventh

Division Pennsylvania Militia, comprising Lehigh,

Northampton, Carbon, Monroe, Pike and Wayne
Counties, which office he held for over three ypars.

In 1858, when the Taylor monument was dedi-

cated at Easton, his commission having expired,

and he being there as a spectator, General Scott,

who was to be present to command the military,

failed to put in an appearance. No one else being

present who would undertake to command, Gen-

eral Laury was persuaded to do so, and, quickly

getting together a uniform and a horse, he as-

sumed command. When he rode up and down
the line the assemblage cheered "General Scott,"

taking General Laury for General Scott. He often

spoke about it, and said people should have known
the difference, as he gave the command in Ger-

many while General Scott always commanded in

English. Few men in the county had more real

friends than he, and few there are who will be

more generally and sincerely mourned. The loss

of his wife in March, 1878, clouded his futifre

greatly. During his political career, she assisted

him in conducting his business enterprises, and it

was a common thing for her to go on horseback

t,o transact his banking business and return the

same day, a distance of fifty miles. She was in-

deed a helpmate, and with her assistance his busi-

ness prospered amazingly. He died answering his

watchers that he made his peace with God, and

thus passed away peacefully a great man, and there

fell upon the once happy home sudden gloom

for the loss of one who for many years had been

the comfort of so many.

<>C**+*********^***±**±**±±*I>C>

0HARLES R. HORN, a popular and well

known citizen of Catasauqua, is one of her

enterprising young business men and is a

native of this city. He has served in various offi-

cial and public capacities. For five years he was

Commissary Sergeant on the staff of General Go-

bin, Third Brigade Pennsylvania National Guards,

having been appointed by the General and having

held the post until made Cashier of the National

Bank of this city. In February, 1894, he received

further public honors, being elected Burgess of

Catasauqua. In many of the most important local

enterprises he is prominent, and is President of the

Coplay Knitting Mill and Secretary of the Electric

Light and Power Company of this city.

The birth of our subject occurred October 13,

1863. He is the son ol M. H. and Matilda L.

(Heller) Horn, the former a native of New Jersey,

and the latter of Easton. Grandfather Horn re-

moved from New Jersey to Pennsylvania, and for

several years carried on the Easton Hotel. M. H.

Horn was reared in Easton and became a prominent

banker of that city during the '50s: In 1857,

when the Bank of Catasauqua was organized, he

was elected Cashier, and from that time forward

made his home in this city, where he passed his

most active years. On the death of the President,

Eli J. Saeger, in January, 1889, he was elected to

the presidency, which office he continued to hold

until his death, being connected with the bank for

almost thirty-three years. In all local affairs he

was prominent, particularly in connection with

the public schools, in which he took great interest.



202 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

For many years he was a member of the School

Board, and in every way endeavored to secure

good schools and the best of teachers.

Coming of a very patriotic and military family,

his ancestors and relatives having served in the

leading wars of this country, M. H. Horn was him-

self several times connected with the army. Capt.

H. Reeder's Democratic Artillerists, which he en-

tered as a private, he finally commanded as Cap-

tain, and after his removal to Catasauqua was

chosen Major .of the Lehigh Battalion, Allen

Rifles, Allen Infantry, Gordon Infantry and Cata-

sauqua Guards. Governor Curtin commissioned

him in 1861 Paymaster of the Ninth Penns3'lvania

Regiment; and in September of the same year he

was commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel on the staff

of the Governor. In 1862, as acting Brigadier-

General, he had charge of the ammunition and

stores forwarded by way of Harrisburg to McClel-

Ian 's army during the battles of South Mountain

and Antietam. September 11, 1862, he was com-

missioned Major of the Fifth Pennsylvania In-

fantry, June 30, 1863, was sworn in as Captain of

Company B, Thirty-eighth Pennsylvania Regi-

ment, and on the following 3d of July was com-

missioned Colonel of the regiment. After the

close of the war he continued active in army cir-

cles, receiving several commissions and being a

member of .the National Guards.

In politics the Colonel was always a stanch

Democrat, and in 1874 was chosen Burgess of Cat-

asauqua, serving for one term. In church and

Sunday-school work he was very much interested,

being an active leader in St. Paul's Lutheran

Church for a number of years, and later helping to

organize the Trinity Lutheran Congregation in

1871, being one of the five to assume the mortgage

on the building, which was erected at a cost of

$16,000. During the panic of 1873 it was due to

him and his colleague, J. S. Lall, that the property

was saved. His wife, Matilda L., is still living

and makes her home with our subject; of their

union were born seven children, one of whom is

deceased. After a most useful and worthy life

Colonel Horn passed away, February 28, 1890, and
his loss was deeply regretted.

Charles R. Horn was reared in this city, and at-

tended the high schools after completing his pri-

mary education. August 1, 1879, he became iden-

tified with the National Bank as a clerk. Succes-

sively promoted as time passed, he has filled every

position up to Cashier, and has been most faithful

in the discharge of his duties. In March, 1890, he

was elected Cashier, and is also Director in the

bank. He has invested to a large extent in real

estate and in other business enterprises. In the

upper part of the city he has put up sixty houses,

and since November, 1889, when the Catasauqua

Land Company was organized with a capital stock

of $15,000, has laid out twenty acres in this local-

ity. This company was started in the year 1889,

and is making a financial success of its enter-

prise. Mr. Horn is Treasurer and was one of the

prime movers in the organization of the Home

Building Association, which has a capital stock of

$1,000,000, and which is likewise doing well in a

business point of view. Since the start of the

Coplay Knitting Company, in June, 1892, with a

capital stock of $5,000, he has been President of the

same. One of the promoters of the Electric Light

and Power Company, which was organized with a

capital stock of $60,000, he is a Director and Sec-

retary. The plant of this concern is well equipped

with large engines, power-houses, etc., and though

they operate about sixty- five large lights, could

run over three times as many with the power on

hand.

In this city, in 1886, was celebrated the marriage

of Mr. Horn and Miss Blanche Thomas, who was

born in Parryville, Carbon County. Her father,

James Thomas, an extensive machinist, is en-

gaged in the foundry business in Catasauqua.

Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs.

Horn: Isabella Traill, Catherine Richards, James

Thomas, Blanche, and Mary who died in infancy.

Mr. Horn built a substantial frame residence in

1890 at the corner of Fifth and Walnut Streets,

the architecture of which is in accord with modern

ideas.

Being much interested in - secret societies, our

subject belongs to a number. He is now a Past

Master of Porter Lodge No. 284, F. &. A. M., of

Catasauqua; is connected with Catasauqua Chap-

ter No. 278, R. A. M., and Allen Commandery No.
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20, K. T. As a member of the Order of the Mystic

Shrine, he belongs to Lulu Temple of Philadelphia.

He is identified with the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows, being Past Grand of Catasauqua

Lodge No. 269, and also a member of the Frater-

nity Encampment at this place. A member of the

Sons of Veterans, he belonged to Arnold Lewis

Camp of this city. For thirteen years he has been

interested in the Phanix Steam Fire Company, hav-

ing been Chief of the same for years, and is now
President. In politics he sides with the Democratic

party, and in February, 1894, was chosen by his

fellow-citizen to serve as Burgess of the city for a

term of three years. His family are members of

the Lutheran Church, in the faith of which he was

reared.

^*£P •

^T TEWART D. RITTER, a leading business

cy"\ man and prominent citizen of Freemans-

burg, is a dealer in coal, wood, etc., and is

also serving as Justice of the Peace, having been

elected to that office in 1893, for a term of five

years. Our subject is a native of Pennsylvania,

having been born June 20, 1859, in Northampton

County. He is a son of Benjamin F. Ritter and

his wife, natives of Bethlehem Township, the latter

having been in maidenhood Miss Mary A. Frank-

enfield.

Benjamin F. Ritter was a coal and wood dealer

in Freemansburg for over forty years. He started

in that business on a small scale, when a young
man, and by patient perseverance and wise judg-

ment his trade increased with the population, and

at the time of his death, which occurred December

31, 1887, he was proprietor of the largest coal and
wood yard in the town. He also served as Justice

I
of the Peace for ten years. He was a man of good
education, a member of the Lutheran Church, and
a Democrat in politics. The Ritter family were

early settlers of Bethlehem Township. The great-

great-grandfather emigrated to America, coming
directly to Pennsylvania, and Northampton Coun-
ty has been the home of his descendants up to the

present day. Capt. Daniel Ritter, the grandfather

of our subject, was an old-time honored resident

of Bethlehem Township. He was a brave officer of

the War of 1812, and passed peacefully away when
eighty years of age.

Stewart D. Ritter, of this sketch, was reared to

manhood in Freemansburg, attending the public

schools of that place in his youth, and later spend-

ing several years at Schwartz's Academy at Beth-

lehem, where he received a thorough business edu-

cation. After graduating Mr. Ritter taught several

terms of school near the home of his childhood,

where he was well known and respected. He sub-

sequently drifted into the coal and wood business,

of which he assumed charge at his father's death,

and has been sole proprietor since 1887. Being
energetic, ambitious and enterprising, he has made
a financial success of the business, and has many
warm friends in the community.

Our subject was united in marriage, November
13, 1884, to Miss Alice T. Snyder, daughter of

Adam Snyder, of Berlinsville, Pa. As the result

of this union Mr. and Mrs. Ritter have become the

happy parents of one child, Chauncey S., born Oc-

tober 31, 1893. Socially Mr. Ritter is a member
of Feedyuscong Tribe No. 117, I. 0. R. M., and
also of the Golden Eagle, Star Castle No. 108.

Politically he is a stanch Democrat, and an ardent

supporter of the principles of that party. He, with

his highly esteemed wife, is an active member of

the Lutheran Church, and gives liberally to the

cause of Christianity. Mr. Ritter's maternal grand-

mother resides at Elizabeth, N. J., in her ninety-

second year, and is hale and hearty.

/~Y HARLES A. HILLS. Northampton County

^ j is the home of quite a number of men who
were thrown upon their own resources at

an early age, and whose natural aptness and energy

were developed and strengthened by contact with

the world, resulting in making their lives more

than ordinarily successful in worldly prosperity,

and winning respect. Among this number is our
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subject, who occupies the responsible position of

agent at Siegfried for the Central Railroad Com-

pany of New Jersey, to which he was appointed

in' July, 1880.

Charles A. Hills was born in this county October

18, 1852, to Martin and Louisa Hills, the former

deceased. The mother, who survives, makes her

home in Allen Township. Charles A. was educated

in the public schools, and when attaining his ma-

jority began learning the art of telegraphy. He

was afterward appointed operator and agent at

Weissport for the Central Railroad Company of

New Jerse}', where he remained for five years, and

was then transferred to this place, and here he

has been operator and agent since.

In 1873 Mr. Hills was married to Miss Annie

Bollinger, a native of Whitehall, this state. The

lady was the daughter of Ulrich and Christena

(Meyer) Bollinger, both of whom are now deceased.

Their union has been blessed by the birth of five

children: Gertrude, Arthur, Daisy, Clarence and

Harold.

Mr. Hills is a self-made man, and one who by an

honorable and upright course in life commands the

esteem and confidence of the entire community.

In politics he never fails to cast a vote for Repub-

lican candidates, and is greatly, interested in the

success of his party. He is a true Christian, and
the Reformed Church finds in him one of its most
active workers. He stands high in Masonic circles,

holding membership with Porter Lodge No. 284,

at Catasauqua, and Council No. 356, R. A., at

Bethlehem. As an Odd Fellow he belongs to

Siegfried Lodge No. 1026, and is also connected
with the United Beneficial Society at Whitehall.

r^y- EORGE W. BACHMAN, a representative

\^X and well known business man of Freemans-
burg, has been in the mercantile trade in

this place since 1881. He carries a stock of general
merchandise, consisting of dry goods, boots and
shoes, groceries, crockery and hardware, and. by

his upright manner and honest dealing has gained

the respect of the community in which he lives.

Mr. Bachman is a native of Northampton County

and was born September 24, 1851, being the son of

Aaron and Eliza (Laubach) Bachman, natives of

Northampton County, but both now deceased.

The Bachman family were early settlers in the

Lehigh Valley, and well known in the vicinity.

Aaron Bachman was for many years a well known

canal-boat builder and was a member of the firm

of G. & A. Bachman. At different times he filled

all the local offices of his township, and also served

as County Commissioner for years. His birth oc-

curred April 14, 1808, and he departed this life

June 16, 1886. His wife, the mother of our sub-

ject, was born December 9, 1815, and passed to

the land beyond January 6, 1880.

Of the children comprising the parental family

the following survive: Alfred, a resident of Beth-

lehem; Peter S., who is also making his home in

that city; Sylvester A., residing in Philadelphia;

Allen H, a farmer in this county; Harvey L.,

living in South Bethlehem; Mary, the wife of

M. J. Hess, of this county; Annie, the wife of

Hon. R. K. Bachman, of Bucks County, this state;

Aravesta M., now Mrs. Clyde Miller, of Birming-

ham, Ala.; and George W., our subject. Peter

S. has been a member of the State Assembly of

Pennsylvania, and is a popular man of the county.

Our subject was reared in Northampton County,

attending the public schools of his native place,

and also the private schools of Bethlehem. When

sixteen years of age he began learning telegraphy

in the Lehigh Valley Depot at Freemansburg, and

subsequently became station agent at this place,

serving as such for five years. After resigning

his position as station agent, he became identified

with the mercantile business, forming a partner-

ship with R. K. Bachman & Bro. At the expira-

tion of a twelvemonth the connection was dis-

solved, and our subject became sole proprietor of

the store, and in this avocation has become very

successful.

October 14, 1874, occurred the marriage of Mr.

Bachman to Miss Mary E. Freeman, and of their

marriage five children have been born. They

are: Estella M., Jennie F., Laura E., Ralph S
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and Roland A. Mis. Bachman is a daughter of

Dr. G. W. Freeman, a prominent physician of this

city. Mr. Bachman is serving as School Director

of the borough and is the present School Treasurer

of his district. He is also the Secretary of the

South Bethlehem National Bank, and one of

the Directors, and ranks among the most promi-

nent men of the vicinity on account of his public

spirit and enterprise. In politics he is a Demo-

crat and an ardent supporter of the principles of

that party. He and his estimable wife are active

members of the Lutheran Church, of which he is

an Elder and the Financial Secretary.

tw>—»H 1i I I I

FRANCIS WEISS, deceased, was one of the

large coal operators of Pennsylvania and

a man of remarkable ability. Born at

Weissport, Carbon County, August 17, 1820, he is

the son of Thomas Weiss, who was also born in the

same village. His grandfather, Col. Jacob, was a

native of Virginia, where he was educated as a sur-

veyor. When a young man he came to Pennsylva-

nia and settled in Carbon County, upon the pres-

ent site of Weissport, which was named in his honor.

At that early period it was a fort. He served in

the Revolutionary War and was Quartermaster-

General of the army, with the rank of Colonel. For

his day he was a very noted man. He was a scien-

tist and geologist, -and it was really due to him that

anthracite coal was introduced. The story related

in the early history of the county is something to

this effect: Philip Ginter, an old hunter in the

mountains, on one of his trips noticed a small

black stone dislodged by his feet, and discovering

more he concluded it was the stone coal he had

heard of. He took a few specimens to Col. Jacob

Weiss, who in turn carried them on horseback to

Philadelphia, where he had a blacksmith friend ; but

though they tried to burn it they were not very

successful. Not daunted, however, he returned

and gathered more of the coal, Mr. Ginter having

shown him the place, and in return received a

title for a small property. Once more he took

these specimens to Philadelphia and they placed

them on the coals. They didj'not succeed in

making them burn at first, but left to go to din-

ner, and on their return found everything red hot.

They soon discovered that, just as they had left, an

underdraft had been produced by raising the log

that lay in the front, and thus they discovered the

principle that all that was necessary in burning

this variety of coal is a good underdraft. As he

did not have any capital, and there were no means

of transportation, for years afterward nothing was

done with the industry. The Colonel^was a Luth-

eran, in which faith he died in 1840. Our subject's

father was a farmer and lumberman until his

death, which occurred at Weissport.

Francis Weiss started out in life a poor boy,

working on a farm and in a sawmill until eighteen

years of age. He educated himself and taught

school for a- while at Weissport, in the old octagon

stone schoolhouse, which is still standing, though

not in use. At the age of eighteen he joined the

engineers' corps of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation

Company, beginning as axeman and working his

way up until he had charge of the corps. While

with them he assisted in surveying the Lehigh and

Morriss Canals laying out some of the locks along

the former, and later in life helped to survey the

Lehigh Valley Railroad. In partnership with

Messrs. Belford, Sharp and John Leisenring, he

embarked in business, and as they had no capital,

the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company ad-

vanced them their mules, with which to start min-

ing at Summit Hill. There they mined for four

years with success, and during that time planned

and built the "Gravity" Railroad from Summit

Hill to Mauch Chunk, in order to convey the coal

to the latter place. This was one of the most re-

markable railroads ever constructed, and is now the

famous "Switchback." The firm leased a valuable

tract of land from the Cox estate at Eckley, and

engaged in mining, under the firm name of Sharp,

Weiss & Co., the latter being the superintendent of

the mines and the former the financier of the con-

cern. Shortly before the war Mr. Leisenring re-

tired from the firm and became President of the

Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company.

For a few years but little headway was made.

It was about 1860 that the coal business commenced
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to be a grand success in this region, and the firm

became immensely wealthy. When their twenty

years' lease had expired they dissolved partnership,

and Mr. Sharp located at Wilkes Barre, our subject

becoming a resident of Bethlehem in 1870. In the

mean time they had, however, purchased over five

hundred acres of coal land in Newport Township,

Luzerne County, nine miles south of Wilkes Barre,

now operated by the Alton Coal Company. The

mines were not opened until 1886, when Mr. Weiss

formed and incorporated the company, being made

President, which position he held until his death.

He and Mr. Sharp owned the land, and the com-

pany paid a royalty to them. They were also the

largest stockholders in the concern.

Francis Weiss planned the building of the coll-

iery and the breakers, which are operated by means

of automatic machinery, constructed so as to save

a great deal of labor. When a boy our subject

traveled on foot all over the mountains, and dur-

ing the surveying expeditions made geological

discoveries and investigated the science, until he

was considered an authority on the subject. He
often gave lectures on this, his favorite study. One
of the organizers of the Lehigh Valley National

Bank, he was President of it until his death. He
was also a stockholder in the Lehigh Valley Rail-

road, the Bethlehem Iron Company, the old Bangor
Slate Company, the Lehigh Coal and Navigation

Company, and held stock in banks in different

cities.

Elizabeth, wife of Mr. Weiss, was born in Weiss-

port, being a daughter of Jacob Koons, a farmer,

of German descent. Ten children were born of

this marriage, eight of whom grew to manhood and
womanhood: Rebecca, Mrs. Joseph E. Smaltz, of

Philadelphia; Thomas, a resident of Bethlehem,
whose sketch will be found elsewhere in this work,

as also those of his brothers, Harry, Francis and
William; Caroline, the wife of George H. Meyers,
President of the First National Bank of Bethlehem,
whose record appears elsewhere in this volume;
Lewis, who died in 1888, aged thirty years; and
Kate, Mrs. L. R. Meyers, wife of the well known at-

torney of Bethlehem. The mother of these chil-

dren is -still living at the old homestead, and is now
in her seventy-fifth year.

Francis Weiss was called from this life February

14, 1889, when nearly sixty-nine years of age. He
was a stiaight Republican, but not an aspirant for

office. Quiet and unassuming in manner, he was

well liked by every one and was an interesting con-

versationalist. He was prominent and liberal in

the work of the Trinity Episcopal Church, of which

he was a charter member and in which he officiated

as Senior Warden. He it was who gave the lot

on which the edifice stands, and he was also one of

the principal contributors toward the erection of

the building.

=0#C^

DANIEL J. LEVAN. The career of this

gentleman has been marked with industry)

enterprise and well directed efforts that

have been rewarded, as he is now the proprietor

of a good farm in Allen Township, Northampton

County, besides a gristmill, containing the im-

proved roller system of machinery. He is at

present residing at Seigfried's Bridge, and he is

much esteemed by the residents. He is the son

of Daniel and Eliza (Deily) Levan, and was born

in this county April 2, 1862. His father was also

born in this county, while his mother was a native

of Lehigh County. The former has been a lifelong

farmer, making his home in Allen Township, where

he was the owner of a good estate until his decease,

which sad event occurred in 1884. His good wife

•followed him to the better land some years later,

dying February 4, 1894. In politics the father of

our subject was a Democrat, and took an active

interest in local affairs. He was a member of the

Reformed Church, and lived a Christian life.

Daniel J. Levan has spent his entire life thus far

in his native county, and obtained his education

in its common schools. In 1881 he was married

to Miss Mary Leh, who was born in this county

June 30, 1862, and was the daughter of Abram

and Sarah (Flick) Leh, the former of whom is

deceased, and her mother makes her home with

Mr. Levan and his wife.

In his political relations Mr. Levan follows in

the footsteps of his honored father, and casts his
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vote in favor of the Democratic candidates. His

landed possessions comprise seventy acres, which

by industry he has developed into a fertile tract,

erecting thereon all the needful farm buildings.

His gristmill is located near Siegfried, and in this

branch of industry he is meeting with fair success.

JOSIAH G. KLINE has for over a quarter of

a century made his home in Allen Township,

Northampton County, his farm being situated

in this township. He has been actively en-

gaged in agricultural pursuits for many years, and

was also an extensive buyer and shipper of stock.

He is one of the esteemed and leading citizens of

the township with which he has been so long

identified. His birth occurred April 9, 1837, in

this county, his parents being Jesse and Henrietta

(Grim) Kline. They had the following-named

children: Catherine, wife of John Adams, of this

county; Deborah, the wife of Milton Gordan, of

Lehigh County; Sarah, Mrs. Franklin Jordon, also

of Lehigh County; Josiah G., next in order of

birth; and Henrietta, the wife of Dr. William Hass-

ler, a practicing physician of Allentown. The

father, Jesse Kline, was a native of Berks County,

and is a descendant of a sturdy native of Germany,

who became one of the early settlers of Berks

County. When a boy, Jesse Kline removed with

his parents to this county, the family settling on

the old homestead, which our subject now occupies.

With the exception of perhaps some twenty years

spent in Lehigh County, he resided on this farm,

where his death occurred in February, 1879. In

church affairs he took an active part, being a mem-
ber of the Lutheran denomination, and in politics

voted for Republican nominees.

When about five years old the subject of this

sketch removed with his parents to Lehigh County,

where he grew to manhood. His education was

obtained in the public schools of Lehigh County,

though he is largely self-educated. His father for

many years carried on a small farm near the pres-

ent site of Emmons. At this place he also engaged

in running a hotel for some years.

December 24, 1864, Josiah G. Kline and Arra-

besta Laubach were married. Mrs. Kline was born

in Allen Township, January 20, 1844, being a

daughter of Peter and Amelia (Becker) Laubach,

both of whom were born in Northampton County.

The brothers and sisters of Mrs. Kline who are yet

living are Melissa, wife of George Bear, a resident

of this township; Mary, wife of William Landis, of

Bath; Amanda, Mrs. Luther Seward, of Delaware;

Thomas, a resident of Syracuse, N. Y.; Peter, of

Delaware; and Addie, who is the wife of Dr.

McCauley, also of Delaware. The father of this

family, if he survives until November, 1894, will

be seventy-seven years of age, while his wife is also

past seventy.

The children by the marriage of Mr. and Mrs.

Kline were ten in number: Ella, the wife of Harvey

Landis; Emma, Edgar, Lizzie, Henry, Hattie, Clar-

ence, Flora, Jesse and Annie, of whom eight are

now living. Three years after his marriage Mr.

Kline brought his family to Northampton County,

and has since lived on the farm where he then

located, in Allen Township. He has been success-

ful as a business man, and is relied upon in matters

pertaining to the public good. With his wife he

holds membership with the Lutheran Church at

Howertown, in which he has served as Deacon.

FRED H. MILLER, who for many years has

taken a prominent part in public affairs

in Mauch Chunk, and is serving as Or-

derly of the Second Ward Fire Department, claims

Germany as his birthplace. His parents, George and

Mary (Brantmiller) Miller, were also born in that

country, and there resided until 1855, when the

father, accompanied by his family, bade adieu to

home and friends and sailed for the United States.

He landed at New York City and came direct to

Mauch Chunk, where he made a permanent loca-

tion, his remaining days being here passed. His



208 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

mother, two sisters and a brother died on the voy-

age from Germany. The father was a shipbuilder

by trade, and followed that occupation during

the greater part of his life. He was married

again in 1857, his second marriage being with Miss

Mary Pahlas, born in Germany, by whom he had

no children. She was the daughter of J. Pahlas.

Both^father and step-mother were killed in the

great and ever-memorable freshet of 1862, the

house falling in upon them. There were five chil-

dren in the family, but only two are now living:

F. H., of this sketch, and Henry J., who is also a

resident of Mauch Chunk.

It was during Mr. Miller's boyhood that he

crossed the briny deep to the New World, and

with his father and brother located in this city.

Here he was reared and educated, and in his youth,

in 1863, learned the carpenter trade. He worked

for Joseph Wilhelm, a contractor, and in the Le-

high Valley Railroad and Lehigh Coal and Navi-

gation Company's shops up to 1873, after which

he embarked in the building, furniture and under-

taking business, which he successfully followed for

many years, or until August, 1891, when he retired

from bard work with enough real estate and rail-

road stock to see his way clear.

Mr. Miller was born November 30, 1844, being

now (1894) fifty years of age. Since 1876 he has

been connected with the Fire Department of the

city, and has done effective service for Mauch
Chunk in that way. He was Assistant in 1875,
and Chief Engineer of the Fire Department in

1876, and has ever been one of its prominent
members, being foreman at the present writing.

Mr. Miller was married November 15, 1863, the
lady of his choice being Miss Louisa Fischer, daugh-
ter of Christian Fischer, of Mauch Chunk. She died
in 1878, leaving one daughter, Dora, now the wife
of William Krueger, a member of the Fire Depart-
ment of Mauch Chunk. Mr. Miller was again
married, his second union being with Miss Dora
Fraass, daughter of Joachin Fraass. Her parents
died a few years ago, in Germany.

His fellow-townsmen appreciating his worth
and ability, Mr. Miller has frequently been called
upon to serve in positions of public trust. In
1889 he was elected Assessor, and filled that po-

sition for three consecutive years. He had previ-

ously filled the position of Registration Assessor

and discharged his duties with promptness and

fidelity. In religious belief he is a Lutheran,

holding membership with St. John's Church, in

which he has long held office, having served as

Secretary since 1863, and as Treasurer for a good

many years, and is now Elder and Trustee.

Since 1872 Mr. Miller has been a member of the

Upper Mauch Chunk Water Company, being one

of the charter members, and he was its first Su-

perintendent and Collector. He is a charter mem-

ber of Hospitaller Commandery No. 79, Ancient

and Illustrious Order of Knights of Malta, and

has been Treasurer up to the present time. He is

also Treasurer of the Home Protective Building and

Loan Association of Pennsylvania, with its local

board at Mauch Chunk, and home office at Pittsburg,

Pa., and has held many of the important offices of

Mauch Chunk. He is a public-spirited and pro-

gressive citizen, and does all in his power to pro-

mote the best interests of the community and ad-

vance the general welfare of county and people.

3i*N^

-1 T f)ILLIAM H. GANGAWARE is one of

V/ V/ the most intelligent, progressive and

enterprising fruit-growers of North-

ampton County, in which calling he has been very

successful, being the proprietor of seventy-four

acres of land, on which he makes his home and

carries on his business. He devotes his time and

attention to raising strawberries, raspberries, black-

berries, peaches, pears, etc., besides all kinds of

truck gardening.

Mr. Gangaware is a native of Lehigh County, and

was born August 26, 1834, to Solomon and Betsy

Gangaware, also natives of that county, in which

section the family were early settlers. William H.

was reared to mature years in the above county,

and from the age of two years until twenty-one

made his home with his uncle, John Hollocher.

When old enough he learned the trade of a tin-
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smith under his uncle, which business he followed

for about thirty years. After leaving the roof of

Mr. Hollocher, our subject came to Cherryville,

where he was a tinner for a number of years; he

then abandoned that occupation in order to en-

gage in his present business, and is now numbered

among the largest and most successful fruit-grow-

ers and truck gardeners in Northampton County.

The marriage of our subject was celebrated in

1858, at which time Miss Clara, daughter of Will-

iam App, became his wife. Mr. App, who was for-

merly a well-to-do citizen of this county, is now

deceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Gangaware were born

six children, of whom those living are Alice, the

wife of George B. Dieter; Theophilus; David,

who married Miss Minnie Henrichie, daughter of

Louis and Mary Henrichie; George and Joseph.

In politics our subject is an unfaltering Repub-

lican. He is a member of the United Evangelical

Church and takes a conspicuous part in church

matters. Mr. Gangaware is one whose pleasant

social qualities have won him many friends during

the years of his residence here.

3§*tE

r~y OL. THEODORE L. MUMEORD, formerly

Vy a prominent resident of Mauch Chunk,

was the lessee and manager of the noted

Switch Back Railroad of that city, with which he

became identified in the year 1879. His connec-

tion with that company covered a period of fif-

teen years, and he operated the road successfully

from the first. He carried it on during the sum-

mer and fall months, the season terminating on

the 1st of November of each year. The num-
ber of people who patronize the road during one

season often amounts to eighty thousand. The
starting place is on the extreme point of Mt. Pis-

gah, the passengers for that place being drawn up

on an inclined plane by a stationary engine and
cars made for the purpose. During the trip they

visit many places of interest in the mountains and

coal regions. Mt, Pisgah is sixteen hundred and

6

sixty feet above tide water. The decline in the

grade of the road is ninety-six feet to the mile,

and the cars used are the regular tourist coaches,

so there is no obstacle to obstruct th e view of the

delightful scenery through which they pass.

Mr. Mumford is a native of New York, born

near Cooperstown, Otsego County, in 1831. The

Mumford family was founded in America by an-

cestors who emigrated from Wales in 1680. As

early as 1700 their descendants located in Otsego,

N. Y. The grandfather of our subject, Joseph

Mumford, was a farmer and merchant. He also

took quite a prominent part in polities and served

as State Senator. His wife was in her maiden-

hood Polly Adams, and her father was one of the

heroes of the Revolution. The father of our sub-

ject, Orville Mumford, was also a native of the

Empire State. Having attained to mature years,

he was united in marriage ,with Jerusha Edson,

whose ancestors were numbered among the Puri-

tan forefathers, and landed at Salem, Mass., in

1629. The family was founded in New York in

1800.

In taking up the personal history of Colonel

Mumford we present to our readers the life record-

of one who is both widely and favorably known

in Carbon County. He spent the days of his boy-

hood and youth in the county of his nativity and

acquired his education in the common schools. At

the early age of fourteen he commenced to earn

his own livelihood and began his career as a rail-

road man, being employed in assisting an engin-

eering corps in locating the Blossburg & Corning

Railroad. He was afterward employed on the

Erie Road, now the New York, Lake Erie & West-

ern Railroad, with which he was connected for a

number of years.

On leaving the employ of that company Col-

onel Mumford went to Lancaster, Pa., and was em-

ployed at the Norris Locomotive Works as Assist-

ant Superintendent of the same, and remained

there until the works were closed down. He then

left his native land and went to Central America.

He secured employment in Costa Rica with Henry

Meigs, receiving a salary of $5,000 per year, paya-

ble in American gold. He there remained for

some time, and on his return to the United States
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he formed a connection with the New York &
Oswego Midland Railroad, now the New York, On-

tario & Western Railroad. He was the principal

Director of the business of this road in all de-

partments for several years, or until their financial

depression caused him to abandon the position.

The lady who bears the name of Mrs. Mumford

was in her maidenhood Maria Timm. She was

born in the Empire State, and is a daughter of

John Timm, also of New York. To the Colonel

and his wife were born two children. Henry E.,

an intelligent and gifted young man, died in 1884,

in his twenty-first year. The other child died in

infancy.

The Colonel was a stanch Republican, taking a

prominent part in political affairs, and served as a

member of the Republican State Central Commit-

tee. He frequently served as a delegate to the

county, congressional and state conventions, where

his opinions were received with favor, for his worth

is known throughout the state.

•-^=ii§#K#*aragg=*-

HON. JOSEPH p: engelman, m. d.

This prominent member of the medical

profession is engaged in practice in Cher-

ryville, by whose residents he is held in high es-

teem. He was born in Bath, Northampton County,
April 30, 1833, and is the son of Abraham and
Mary (Patterson) Engelman, the former of whom
was born in Lehigh County, and is descended

from an old and prominent family who located in

that vicinity prior to the Revolutionary War, in

which conflict the grandfather of our subject lost

a limb. On his mother's side Joseph P. is of

Scotch-Irish descent, and the Pattersons were early

settlers in the Monocacy Valley. Abraham Engel-
man was for many years a well-to-do business man
in Bath, and engaged extensively in the manu-
facture of a good grade of cigars. He departed
this life at the age of seventy-six years.

Dr. Engelman was reared to man's estate in his

native place, and in his youth learned the cigar

trade from his father, for whom he worked until

attaining his majority. He received his education

in the public and private schools df Bath, and al-

though early in life determining to follow the

medical profession, he was obliged to abandon

the idea until lie could secure the means to pay

his way through college. In 1855 he left home,

and going to Philadelphia, engaged in the man-

ufacture of cigars for nine months, when he re-

turned to his native city and continued to follow

that trade for three and one-half years, working

for his father six hours per day, and devoting tie

remainder of the time to his medical studies, read-

ing under the tutelage of Dr. W. E. Barnes. Willi

the money thus saved from his labors, together

with the assistance rendered by his brother, Henry

P., he was enabled to enter Jefferson Medical Col-

lege in Philadelphia, from which he was graduated

in the spring of 1861 with the degree of Doctor of

Medicine. While in the office of Dr. Barnes, who

was the physician for the Northampton County

Alms House, he secured much valuable informa-

tion and experience in assisting him in his labors.

When looking about for a suitable location Dr.

Engelman took up his place of abode in Cherry-

ville, where he has been engaged in practice since,

and that he has been successful is evident from the

busy life which he leads. He was married in 1864

to Miss Catherine, daughter of Peter and Sarah

(Kuntz) Shafer, who were born in Northampton

County. The father of Mrs. Engelman is deceased)

and lier mother, who '

is now in the eighty-third

year of her age, makes her home in her family.

To the Doctor and his wife have been born three

children: Emma A., the wife of Elwood Kuntz,

who resides in Mauch Chunk; Henry P., a druggist,

engaged in business in Woodbury, N. J., and Will-

iam S., who is attending the civil and mechanical

engineering school connected with Harvard Uni-

versity.

Dr. Engelman was in 1883 elected a member of

the Lower House of the Pennsylvania Legislature

on the Democratic ticket, and on the expiration of

his term was re-elected. He is a member of the

Northampton County Medical Society, the Penn-

sylvania State Medical Society and the National

Medical Society. In religious affairs he is promi-



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 213

nently identified -with the Reformed Church in

Bath and seeks in many ways to secure the fur-

therance of the good cause in his community. He

belongs to the Masonic order in Bath. His repu-

tation is well established as a man of honor, relia-

bility and true worth, and he is respected in due

proportion.

• ^*£P •

FRANK I. HAINES. Among the represent-

ative citizens of Lehigh County who have

taken a commendable interest in every-

thing pertaining to the welfare of this section of

the state, and who have contributed their quota to

its progress, we present the name of Mr. Haines, a

leading resident of Trexlertown. The responsible

duties connected with his present position as sta-

. tion and ticket agent and telegraph operator, he

discharges to the satisfaction of the people, and in

a manner reflecting credit upon his abilities.

Born January 7, 1849, our subject is a native of

the village where he now resides. The family of

which he is a member was one of the first to settle

in Lehigh County, and was prominently connected

with the early history of Trexlertown. His par-

ents, Benjamin and Maria (Ruth) Haines, were na-

tives of this county, where the father followed the

occupation of a farmer. There were four children

in the family, namely: William R., who lives in

Allentown; Eliza, the widow of John Biery, and

a resident of Allentown; Adeline, wife of Jonas

Lichtenwalner, of Upper Macungie Township; and

Frank I.

Upon the home farm in Lehigh County the sub-

ject of this sketch passed the years of boyhood and

youth. His educational advantages were good, in-

cluding attendance at the public schools of Upper

Macungie Township, and one year later at Wyo-
ming Seminary, Kingston, Pa. After finishing his

studies, he taught one term of school in Lynn

Township. In 1867 he was employed by the Crane

Iron Company in the capacity of weighmaster, his

particular work being the weighing of ore at Al-

burtis, Lehigh County. For about two years he

devoted his attention exclusively to this line of

work, which he afterward carried on for a number

of years in connection with the duties of station

agent. He remained in Alburtis until December,

1890, when he came to Trexlertown and accepted

the position of station and ticket agent for the

Catasauqua & Fogelsville Railway Company, which

is now part of the Reading Railroad system.

The lady who on the 7th of August, 1873, be-

came the wife of Mr. Haines was Agnes, daugh-

ter of Charles Unbescheiden, of Trexlertown. Of

the three children of this union, Emilieis the only

survivor. While not active in public affairs, Mr.

Haines is a stanch Republican, and never fails to

support the principles of that party. In his re-

ligious connections he is identified with the Re-

formed Church at Trexlertown. Socially he is

prominently identified with the Trexlertown Mu-

tual Aid Association, and also holds membership

in the orders of Knights of Malta and Golden

Eagle at Alburtis.

^H^lS"

JUDGE LEVI WENTZ, formerly Associate

Judge of Carbon County, is a leading and

well known citizen of Aquashicola. He is a

native of Northampton County, Pa., where

his birth occurred on the 12th of January, 1824,

and in a family of six sons and six daughters, he

is the only surviving son.

The parents of the Judge were Jacob and Mag-

dalena (Keefer) Wentz, both natives of the Lehigh

Valley. The grandfather of the former, John Y.

Wentz, was a native of Germany, and the founder

of the family in Northampton County. Jacob

Wentz learned the trade of coopering, which oc-

cupation he followed for a number of years, and

later turned his attention to agricultural pursuits.

His death occurred about 1864, and that of his

wife in 1852.

The boyhood of our subject was passed in North-

ampton County. After attaining his majority, he

was employed by a brother who was conducting a
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mercantile business at Kuntz's Ford. In the fall

of 1846 he became a resident of Weissport, Carbon

County, where he engaged in clerking for several

years. He next entered into partnership with

George Horn, and embarked in mercantile busi-

ness for himself. They successfully conducted

the enterprise until 1856, when Mr. Wentz pur-

chased his partner's interest, thus becoming sole

proprietor. A year later, however, he sold out the

business and removed to this place, of which he

has since been a resident. In 1862 he again en-

gaged in merchandising, in which he continued for

a number of years in this town.

Judge Wentz was the second Postmaster in

Aquashicola, and served in this capacity until

elected to the important position of Associate

Judge of Carbon County, when he resigned his

place as Postmaster. The former position he tilled

acceptably for a period of six years. While oc-

cupying that responsible place he was noted for

his impartial and wise decisions on all matters, and

for the integrity with which he discharged his

duties. Politically he is a Republican, and is an

active temperance man, inclining toward Prohibi-

tion principles. For several years lie was identi-

fied with the slate industry, in which he had

money invested.

The Judge was married January 1, 1850, to Sarah

Bowman, who was born January 19, 1834, in this

county, and is a daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth

(Weiss) Bowman, both natives of Carbon County.

Mrs. Wentz's brother is the well known Bishop

Thomas Bowman, of Chicago, who is a Bishop in

the Evangelical Association. For many years her

father ran a hotel at Lehigh Gap near the Chain

Bridge, the place being known as Bowman's Hotel.

Mr. and Mrs. Wentz have four living children:

Rev. Thomas, who is now stationed at Matamoras,
Pa.; Annie M., the wife of Franklin Ash; Jennie
E., Mrs. A. W. Kistler; and Mary A. Mrs. Wentz's
sister, Mrs. Carrie Snyder, resides in Allentown,
and her brother James lives in Wilkes Bane, Pa.

Another brother, Wesley W., is a resident of Slat-

ington, Pa., and Mrs. Perry Wannemacher lives at

Macungie, this state.

The education of our subject was obtained in

the public schools of Northampton County, and

he also for a time was a student in Professor Van-

der veer's Private Academy at Easton. He is a gen-

tleman of extended knowledge and wide informa-

tion, and has always kept up his studies and gen-

eral reading. He is President of the Towamen-

sing Farmers' Fire Insurance Company, a local

organization, and has been interested in many in-

dustries of the community. With his wife lie

holds membership with the Evangelical Associa-

tion, and is now serving his fiftieth year in the po-

sition of Class-leader. He has a wide acquaintance

in the Lehigh Valley, and enjoys the esteem and

regard of his many friends.

JOHN FARBER. Probably no resident of

Lehigh Township is more deserving of rep-

resentation in this volume than Mr. Farber,

who has pursued a course in life which has

resulted in securing for him the hearty respect of

those who know him, and in giving him a proud

rank among the farmers and landowners of North-

ampton County. The visitor to his home will find

it a well regulated establishment, where good stock

in sufficient numbers, improved machinery, and a

complete line of well built edifices add to the value

of the naturally fertile soil. The estate consists

of two hundred and sixteen acres in Lehigh Town-

ship, which are devoted by the intelligent owner

to general farming.

Our subject is a native of this county, and was

born April 7, 1839, to Daniel and Anna Farber,

the father born in Lehigh County, and the mother

a native of this county. Daniel Farber departed

this life in February, 1873, greatly mourned by

many true friends. John, of this sketch, grew

to man's estate on his father's farm, and as was

usual with the lads of that early day, attended the

district school, where he acquired a good fund of

general information.

The lady whom our subject chose as his wife and

to whom he was married in 1860 was MissBebecca

daughter of Reuben Beichey. To them has been
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born a daughter. Laura, who is now the wife of

Henry Hower. For manj' years after his marriage

Mr. Farber gave his attention entirely to the cul-

tivation of his farm. Later, however, he operated

a gristmill in connection with tilling the soil, but

after being thus engaged for some time rented the

mill, and is now living on his fine estate, taking

life easy and enjoying the result of former years

of hard work. He is also the proprietor of a saw-

mill located on his farm, which is fitted out with

good machinery, and in this business he reaps a

good income.

Mr. Farber has been called upon to serve as a

member of the School Board and has been Assist-

ant Assessor of Lehigh Township. In politics he

is a Republican, giving his voice and ballot in its

favor. He is a member of the Horse Insurance

Company of Lehigh, Moore, Allen and East Allen

Townships. Religiously he holds membership with

St. Paul's Reformed Church.

JOHN A. KICHLINE, ex-Deputy Cbunty

Sheriff of Northampton County, and a resi-

dent of Bethlehem, does the largest business

of any Justice of the Peace in this city. Mr.

Kichline was born in Richland Township, Bucks

County, January 30, 1835, being a son of Jacob

Kichline, who was also born in that locality, as

was his father, who bore the given name of John.

The great-grandfather of our subject, Andrew,

came from Germany prior to the War of the Revo-

lution, and with his two brothers, Peter and Wil-

helm, located about 1768 in Bucks County, Peter

settling near Easton, while Andrew located at

Kichline, there engaging in farming and hotel

keeping. The remaining brother, Wilhelm, re-

turned to Germany and became a general in the

German Army. The three brothers all took part

in the War of the Revolution, being in the patri-

otic army.

Jacob Kichline, our subject's father, was a farmer,

owning a part of the old homestead in Richland

Township, and in 1839 removed to Lower Saucon

Township, where his death occurred in 1854. In

politics he was a Democrat, and in religious affilia-

tions belonged to the Reformed Church. His wife,

formerly Christiana Schleifer, was a native of

Richland Township, and a daughter of a farmer.

After having been blind for seventeen years, she

departed this life in Richland Township, being

over eighty-nine and a-half years of age. Of her

seven children who grew to maturity, only four

survive.

Growing to man's estate on his father's farm,

John A. Kichline passed his early years in Lower

Saucon Township, giving his father the benefit of

his services. He remained on the homestead until

the spring of 1855, when he went to Philadelphia

and entered the wholesale house of Recksilver &
Co. In the fall of that 3

_ear, however, he returned

to the old home and engaged in teaching school

in Bushkill and Bethlehem Townships.

Mr. Kichline was married in 1858, in Bethlehem

Township, to Miss Rebecca Long, daughter of

Michael and Catherine Long, by whom he had

seven children, six of whom are living: Alaric A.,

who is agent for the Metropolitan Life Insurance

Company in Bethlehem; Sabra, who became the

wife of Jeremia Ziegenfuss, and is now living at

home; Minnie S., Mrs. Rhoad; and Charles R.,

Emma R. and Ellen T, who are at home. Michael

Long, Mrs. Kichline 's father, was a shoemaker by

trade.

A year after his marriage Mr. Kichline was ap-

pointed Deputy Sheriff under Sheriffs Heckman

and Hower, and removed to Easton. While occu-

pying this position he had plenty to do, as there

was then a bad element in the county, but he was

fortunate in escaping injury, and was faithful to

the trust reposed in him. In 1864, after resigning

his position, he returned to Bethlehem Township,

and taught school for one term near Shimers Sta-

tion, and afterward engaged in farming. Subse-

quently he served as Constable and continued to

live in Lower Saucon for four years. In 1884 he

became a resident of Bethlehem, and was appointed

and later elected Deputy Constable. In August,

1888, he was appointed by Governor Beeber as

Justice of the Peace to succeed Justice C. M,
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Anstett, and in the spring of 1889 was elected Jus-

tice of the Peace of the Third Ward to serve for a

period of five years. He was re-elected in 1894

for the succeeding five years, having his office at

No. 209 North Main Street. Since 1891 he has

been Assessor of the ward, to which position he

was chosen by election, and in 1894 was elected

Borough Clerk. In the Third Ward he has never

had any opposition, having been returned by a

good Democratic majority. For five years he was

a School Director of Bethlehem Township, and for

one year has been President of the Board. In

politics he votes with the Democratic party, and

fraternally is a member of the Mystic Chain, of

which he is a Past Officer. Religiously he is in

sympathy with the Reformed Church, which he

regularly attends. Mr. Kichline numbers many
friends in this city, for he is genial and courteous

in his treatment of all, and thus readily wins com-

mendation.

THOMAS H. RITTER has made a fine suc-

cess of the butcher's business, having one

of the finest markets to be found in Beth-

lehem. He superintends the buying of his stock

personally, selects only the finest to be had, and
justly merits the fine trade he has acquired. A
gentleman in the best sense of the word, he is act-

ive in local affairs, and numbers a host of warm
friends.

The birth of Mr. Ritter occurred March 22, 1859,
in Freemansburg. His great-grandfather Ritter, a
native of Germany, was a farmer and an early set-

tler in Rittersville. Grandfather Henry Ritter
was born in that village, where he kept a hotel,

and it was for him that the town was named.
For some years he served as Postmaster of the
place, and was a good business man. His wife,
who died at the age of eighty-six years, was a de-
voted Lutheran, to which faith he also adhered.
Lewis Ritter, the father of Thomas H, was also
born in Rittersville, and followed the occupation
of blacksmithing. Locating at Freemansburg, he
carried on a shop at that place until the North-

ampton Furnace was built, when he took charge of

the blacksmith department. He was accidentally

killed, being run over by a passenger engine in

1871, when in the prime of life, aged forty-six

years. His wife, who in her girlhood was Mary
Henn, was born in Lower Saucon, Northampton
County, and was a daughter of George Henn, a

farmer in that locality, and also a Mason. Mrs.

Lewis Ritter is still living, making her home at

Freemansburg. Four of her six children are liv-

ing: George; Ellen, Mrs. Knipe; Thomas H. and

Oscar—all in this city.

Mr. Ritter, the subject of this sketch, was reared

in Freemansburg until his thirteenth year, receiv-

ing a common-school education. Then he went

to Easton, where for nearly four years he was a

clerk for Owen Reich, a grocer. Later coming to

Bethlehem, he served an apprenticeship as a ma-

chinist under Henry Truwbower, of the Bethlehem

Iron Company. Nine years of steady work with

that concern followed, when, on account of over-

work, and owing to the fact that he could no

longer endure the gas, he was obliged to leave the

business, and in the fall of 1884 started in his

present occupation. In the spring of 1885 he lo-

cated on East Goepp Street, where he bought and

built up a place. Beginning on a small scale, with

only one wagon for delivery, his trade gradually

increased, and in a year's time he was running two

wagons. The third year his business was enlarged,

and in 1888 he took in, as a partner, William

Winsch, the firm being known as Ritter & Winsch

until 1890, when Mr. Ritter purchased his part-

ner's interest, and has since continued alone. In -

addition to his regular line of trade, he has built

up a slaughter-house refrigerator. The latter is

24x24 feet in dimensions, with a capacity of two

hundred tons of ice, and the slaughter-house is

30x65 feet in dimensions. In connection with

this are smoke houses, sheds, stables, etc. For gen-

eral purposes steam-power is used with a four-

horse engine and an eight horse-power boiler.

The refrigerator is Brower's patent, the best known

for the business. In addition to his local trade he

sends meats to Freemansburg and other near

points.

On the 16th of March, 1879, Mr. Ritter married
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Miss Dora Keiper, daughter of Jacob Keiper, a brick-

layer of this city. They are the parents of three

children: Emily, Raymond and Robert. The fam-

ily attend the Bethany Evangelical Church, of

which Mr. Ritter is Trustee and Steward. A true-

blue Republican, he is also a member of the Royal

Arcanum. Active^7 interested in local affairs, he

is connected with the Masonic Building and Loan

Association, and supports all useful enterprises.

=^>-^<-i(Qy-

REV. J. S. ERB is the beloved pastor of St.

John's Evangelical Lutheran Church in

Slatmgton. He is a native of Montgom-

ery County, this state, having been born in Doug-

lass Township, September 16, 1847. His early life

was spent in attendance at the public school, and

when a lad of sixteen years he began to teach, con-

tinuing for several terms. Later he became a stu-

dent at Mt. Pleasant Seminary, at Boyertown, this

state, and while there made the most of his oppor-

tunities.

Our subject is the son of David Erb, also a na-

tive of Montgomery County, where he departed

this life June 25, 1881, when in the seventy-sixth

year of his age. He was followed to the better

land by his good wife, who died in February,

1893, when eighty-three years of age.

The Erb family in America came from Hesse-

Darmstadt, Germany, and located in Montgomery
County in an early day. They were mostly farm-

ers by occupation. The maiden name of our sub-

ject's mother was Julia Steltz, a native of the

above county, and the daughter of Valentine

Steltz, whose ancestors originally came from Switz-

erland.

In the fall of 1870, Mr. Erb entered the Sopho-

more class in Muhlenberg College, and graduated

in 1873, with the degree of Bachelor of Arts. That
year he became a student in the Lutheran Theo-

logical Seminary at Philadelphia, it being his in-

tention to prepare himself for the. ministry; three

years later he was graduated, and was ordained

to preach in the year 1876. Immediately after

his ordination he took charge of St. John's Church
at Slatington. The membership was very small

compared with what it is to-day, for it then num-
bered only a little over one hundred members, and
at the present time has an enrollment of nearly

five hundred. Mr. Erb was instrumental in the

erection of the new church edifice, which was com-

pleted in 1882 at a cost of $10,000.

In 1890 our subject was elected Secretary and

Treasurer of the Second District Conference of the

Ministerium of Pennsylvania, which position he

held for four years. October 17, 1876, Rev. J.

S. Erb was married to Miss Anzonette Let), a

native of Catasauqua, and the daughter of Reuben

Leh, an old settler in that city, where his decease

occurred in 1885. Her mother prior to her mar-

riage was Catherine Berlin, and was born in North-

ampton County, this state. To our subject and

his wife have been born two sons and a daugh-

ter: Frederick Luther, Edmund Meianchthon and

Helen Leh.

' ^)#P .

WILLIAM WALP, an honored resident

of Bethlehem, bears the distinction of

being the oldest furniture dealer in the

city, having been engaged in that business since

1866. He also has a fine undertaking establish-

ment in connection with this line of trade, and is

classed among the well-to-do and highly esteemed

merchants of the place. He was born in Bucks

County, this state, March 17, 1834, and is the son

of James Walp, also a native of that place, but the

father of James Walp, who bore the name of Will-

iam Walp, hailed from Germany. James Walp

was a carpenter and contractor by occupation,

which business he followed after his removal to

Saucon Township, Lehigh County. In 1850, how-

ever, he located in Bethlehem, where he worked at

his trade until his decease, when in the seventy-

second year of his age. He was a devoted mem-

ber of the Lutheran Church, in the work of which

society he always took a deep interest. His wife
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wasknown'in her maidenhood as Catherine Fluck,

a native of Northampton County, having been

born near Leithsville. She departed this life at

the age of seventy-one years.

The parental family of our subject included two

sons and three daughters, of whom he is the eldest.

He remained in Saucon until a lad of sixteen years,

when he began learning the carpenter's trade un-

der the instruction of his father. He afterward

worked for John Walp, a prominent builder of

Bethlehem in that day, and remained with him

until embarking in the furniture business in 1866.

His first partner was a Mr. Gerstner, and they con-

tinued to operate together in the manufacture of

all kinds of furniture for two years, when the con-

nection was dissolved, and our subject carried on

the business under the firm name of William Walp
& Co. until 1875, since which time he has been

the sole proprietor.

In 1885 Mr. Walp built his present place of

business at No. 17 North Main Street. It is a two-

story and basement structure, 22x100 feet in di-

mensions. The first floor is used for his furniture

department, the second is devoted to the under-

taking outfit, and the basement serves as the work-
shop. Mr. Walp is a graduate of the Sullivan

School of Embalming of Philadelphia, and in this

branch of his business has been exceedingly suc-

cessful.

William Walp was married in this city in 1855
to Miss Mary Beidler, a native of Pottsville. She
departed this life in 1891, having become the
mother of nine children, seven of whom lived to
mature years. Alice is the wife of Daniel G. Wig-
gins, of this city; Annie and Minnie are at home
with their brother William; Edward is residing in
Easton; William is a pharmacist; Emma died in

1884, and James passed away at the age of twenty-
five.

Mr. Walp has his residence located in West
Bethlehem, to which portion of the city he re-

moved in 1872. He has been very prominent in
local affairs, and served as a member of the first

Borough Council in West Bethlehem, of which he
was President for one year. He has been School
Director for five years, and socially is a charter
member of the Knights of Honor, in which he has

passed all the chairs, and was Representative to

the Grand Lodge for one year. He belongs to the

State Association of Undertakers, and is an ardent

Democrat, and influential in. the political life of

the community. He is a member of the Trinity

Lutheran Church, to the support of which he is a

willing and liberal contributor.

j*+**i
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GTT J. BECKER, M. D., a rapidly advancing

J—Y young physician of Catasauqua, has been

engaged in practice for about nine years,

and at the present time has his office at No. 728

Second Street. His ancestors for several genera-

tions have taken a leading part in the develop-

ment and improvement of this region, and have

always been patriotic and public-spirited men.

His great-grandfather, Rev. Christian L, was born

and reared in Germany, becoming a minister in

the Reformed Church. In middle age he brought

his family to America, settling near Easton, and

later removing to Baltimore, where his death oc-

curred. The grandfather, Jacob C, was born in

Bremen, Germany, and received his education at

Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster, from

which he graduated with the degree of Master of

Arts, after studying theology with his father, and

being ordained as a minister in the Reformed

Church. His pastorates were principally in North-

ampton County, and his death occurred in Bethle-

hem in August, 1858, when he was sixty-eight

years of age. His wife, Susannah (Dreisbach)

Becker, was a native of Howertowu, and daughter

of Jacob Dreisbach, a farmer. Mrs. Becker died

when almost ninety years of age, at the home of

her son, Rev. Cyrus J.

The gentleman last named is the father of our

subject, and has been Pastor in the Reformed

Church of this city since 1858. His birth occurred

in Allen Township in 1827, and he attended the

common schools near his home subsequent to going

to Easton, where for four years he was a pupil hi

Vanderveer Academy. Later he entered the Junior
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class in Lafayette College, from which he gradu-

ated in 1846, with the degree of Bachelor of Arts,

being later honored with the degree of Master of

Arts. After studying theology with his father

for three years, he was ordained, December 25,

1850. From the age of eighteen years he had

preached occasionally, and now became assistant

to his father, who had charge of seven congrega-

tions. For four years his duties comprised hold-

in" services in two churches, one on each side of

the mountain, and, on the expiration of this time,

on account of his health, he was obliged to live a

quiet life for a period of nearly four years. It

was in 1858 that he removed to this city, taking

charge of the congregation here and of those at

Howertown and Shoenersville. In 1870 he re-

signed from the Catasauqua Church, as it was self

sustaining; but he has continued his work in the

others mentioned up to the present time. The

church at Howertown was erected by his father as

early as 1835, and has about four hundred and

twenty-five members, while the church at Shoeners-

ville has about two hundred and fifty members,

and the son has succeeded in upbuilding these

various pastorates, having been active in the vari-

ous lines of work connected with them.

On the 11th of November, 1852, Rev. Cyrus

J. Becker was married to Miss Mary J. Weaver,

who, like her father, was born in East Allen Town-

ship. Of this union two children were born:

Rev. Jacob F., who is a graduate of Ursinus Col-

lege at Collegeville, and of the theological semi-

nary at Albany, N. Y., and is now a minister in

the Presbyterian Church at. Rensselaerville, N. Y.,

and Dr. A. J., of this sketch. The father was

formerly a Mason, but is now a demitted member,

and in politics he has always favored the Repub-

lican party.

The birth of Dr. Becker occurred March 18,

1861, in Seigfried's Bridge, Northampton County,

but from his first year he was reared in Catasau-

qua. After attending the common and high schools

of this place, he was for two years a student at

Weaversville Academy. When about eighteen

years old he began the study of medicine with his

uncle, Dr. Becker, of Bethlehem.

In 1882 Dr. Becker was enrolled among the stu-

dents of Hahnemann Medical College at Philadel-

phia, where, after a course of a few years he grad-

uated, in 1885, with the degree of Doctor of Medi-

cine. In addition to the regular course, he took

all the practical special branches, having a diploma

from each department. Since locating in this city

his career has been marked with success, and much

of his time and attention has been turned to the

special lines of throat and pasal diseases.

The Doctor was married in Coplay, in Novem-
ber, 1888, to Miss Ella Schreiber, a native of that

place, and daughter of Daniel Schreiber, one of the

early settlers and farmers of that locality. Her fa.

ther was one of the original owners of the land on

which he is now located, portions of Coplay and

Hokendauqua. Dr. Becker and his wife are active

members of the Reformed Church, and they own

their pleasant home property. Our subject is a

member of the Homeopathic Medical Society of the

Lehigh Valley, and also belongs to the Hahnemann

Medical Association of Philadelphia. He is a Re-

publican politically, and is a member of the Patri-

otic Order Sons of America.

-^E ~H^aiu'

e LINTON W. SIEGER, M. D. Among the

skilled physicians and surgeons of North-

ampton Countj' the subject of this biog-

raphy occupies an important place, having a large

and lucrative practice in Seigfried's Bridge, where

he has resided since 1875. He was born in Lehigh

County, November 6, 1853, and is the son of

Ephraim and Clarietta (Litzenberger) Sieger, early

residents of Lehigh County. The town of Siegers-

ville is named in honor of the family, whose mem-

bers have been prominent in this locality for a

number of years.

The Doctor is a finely "educated man, having

supplemented the knowledge gained in the public

schools by an attendance of two years in the Siegers-

ville Academy and a three years' course in Muh-

lenberg College. He began the study of medicine

in the year 1872, under the instruction of Dr. J.

J. Wilson, of Bethlehem, and after reading with

him for two years entered the medical department
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of the University of Pennsylvania, from which

institution he was graduated in 1875.

Upon receiving his diploma, Dr. Sieger located

for the practice of his profession at Seigfned's

Bridge, where he formed a partnership with Dr.

A. D. Becker. The connection existed for a twelve-

month, when the latter gentleman removed from

the place. .Since that time our subject has carried

on his profession alone. He enjoys a lucrative

practice in and around Seigfried's Bridge, and is

recognized as a man of superior attainments and

one well calculated to add fresh laurels to the pro-

fession to which he devotes his time and talent.

Dr. Sieger was married in 1878 to Miss Cather-

ine E., daughter of Hon. A. W. Lerch, an influen-

tial citizen of Northampton County, who makes

his home near Cherryville. Their union has been

blessed by the birth of a daughter, Mary I. The
Doctor socially is a member of the Odd Fellows'

fraternity, and in politics casts his vote and influ-

ence in favor of Republican candidates. He is a

member of the -Lutheran Church, and is classed

among its most active workers.

The growth and development of the village of

Seigfried's Bridge have received a powerful im-

petus through the untiring and intelligent exer-

tions of the Doctor. He has labored tirelessly and
under many disadvantages to promote the good
of the community. He is the owner of a fine

drug store in the village, in which medicines are

prepared for sale to the trade. He is one of the

men, of whom the number is none too large, who
give their time, knowledge and thought, almost
without reservation, to promote public interests

and private happiness.

^m>^-<m^

TEREENCE C. CAFFREY, born in South
Easton, Northampton County, November
15, 1848, -is one of the most successful

real-estate men in South Bethlehem, and is also an
agent for fire and life insurance. He takes a justi-

fiable pride in looking back over his business ca-
reer, for, commencing without any means, he to-

day controls a property amounting to thousands

of dollars, which he has acquired by his individual

efforts.

Mathew Caffrey, the father of the subject of this

sketch, was a native of County Meath, Ireland.

He located in America in 1847, but afterward re-

turned to the Old Country, where he remained for

a short period, leaving his family here. In 1850

he located in South Easton, Pa., and five years

later settled near Joplin, in southwestern Missouri,

where he purchased a large tract of land and en-

gaged in farming and cattle raising until his death.

Catherine (Goodno) Caffrey, the wife of Mathew

Caffrey, was also born in Ireland, and became the

mother of ten sons and three daughters, three of

the former serving in the Confederate army.

The boyhood of Mr. Caffrey, the subject of this

sketch, was passed in Missouri, and toward the

end of 1863 he enlisted in Mosby's Cavalry, serv-

ing until the close of the war. Then for a few

years he traveled in the west, engaged in the cat-

tle business, in the employ of the Chicago, Burl-

ington & Quincy Railroad. In 1878 he returned

to the east to visit his birthplace, and he has since

continued to make his home here. He soon ob-

tained a position in the Bethlehem Iron Works,

receiving good wages, and with rare foresight in-

vested his money in land in South Bethlehem. In

1882, on account of the labor troubles, he threw

up his position and opened a hotel on West Third

Street, in which he prospered to such an extent

that in 1887 he purchased the handsome business

block at the corner of Third and New Streets, es-

tablishing a hotel which still exists there, which he

ran until 1891. When in the employ of the Beth-

lehem Iron Works he rose to be President of the

Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel

Workers.

In 1881 Mr. Caffrey married Miss Ann Kernan,

who was born in Phillipsburg, N. J. Of this union

three children were born, Katie, Margaret and

Warren W. Among the real estate owned by Mr.

Caffrey is property on Third Street, consisting of

a hotel, two stores and two residences, five stores

on New Street and miscellaneous property in dif-

ferent portions of the town. Among this there is

a good factory location of one hundred and sixty
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feet frontage on Second Street, and a hotel which

is called the Caffrey House. He has handled much

property successfully, purchased a block of land in

South Bethlehem, and was one of the first to see

the value of lots on Fountain Hill, and all of these

investments have brought him handsome returns.

His office is located at No. 5 East Third Street, and

he represents most of the leading life and fire in-

surance firms. A supporter of the Democratic

party, he is interested in its success, though not

an active politician.

<3*cF

/-"V'EORGE T. OPLINGER, Civil Engineer

Vt and Architect, of Slatington, Pa., is an

honored representative of a family whose

ancestors were of German descent and who were

among the pioneers of Northampton County, Pa.

In the court records of that county in the October

term of 1752, mention is made of the fact that

Nicholas Oplinger was appointed Constable. The
famous Benjamin Franklin, in a letter to Governor

Morris, dated Ft. Allen, January 26, 1756, writes

concerning the march of the troops from Bethle-

hem to Gnadenhuetten (now Weissport), where

they erected a fort for Lhe purpose of fighting with

the Indians. Franklin adds: "We marched cau-

tiously through the gap of the mountain, a very

dangerous pass, and got to Uplinger's * * (Op-

linger), but twenty miles from Bethlehem. * *

There were no habitations on the road to shelter

us until we arrived at the house of a German,
Nicholas Oplinger, where on his farm we were all

huddled together. * * The next day being

fair, we continued our march and arrived at the

desolate Gnadenhuetten."

So far as can now be learned by investigation and
tradition, it is believed that there were three broth-

ers, Nicholas (the Constable), Isaac and Samuel

Oplinger. The second of these was our subject's

great-grandfather. Grandfather Daniel Oplinger
was born December 29, 1790, and died January
22, 1851, aged sixty years and twenty-eight days;

his wife, whose maiden name was Susanna Walp,
was born April 15, 1793, and passed away on the

5th of April, 1865, at the advanced age of seventy-

one years eleven months and twentj^ days. Their

remains now repose in the Indian Land Cemetery,

near Cherryville, Pa. Grandfather George Fen-

stermacher was born July 7, 1787, and died May 19,

1853, at the age of sixty-five years ten months
and twelve days; his wife, Kate (nee Dreisbach),

was born September 1, 1793, and departed this life

March 31, 1846, aged fifty-two years and seven

months. They were buried in the Stone Church
Cemetery near Kreidersville, Pa.

The father of our subject was born November
15, 1824, and is therefore at this writing (1894)

about seventy years of age. The mother, Sarah

Lena (nee Fenstermacher), was born March 22,

1827, and died August 26, 1890, aged sixty-three

years five months and four days. Her remains

rest in the Union Cemetery at Slatington. George

T., of tliis sketch, was born in Lehigh Township,

Northampton County, Pa., on the 28th of October,

1848. His primary education was received in the

schools of the neighborhood. When nearly four-

teen years of age he started to assist his father in

his occupation (he had been a shoemaker, and

worked at the same trade for fifty years), and

worked on his father's farm for several years, after

which, in 1865, he became a student in Professor '

Sykes' school in Bethlehem, Pa. On returning

home to his parents from said school he resumed

his first occupation again, assisting his father

until January, 1868, when he entered the Wea-

versville Academy, at Weaversville, Pa., where he

remained as a student for one term.

In April, 1868, he entered the Dickinson Semi-

nary at Williamsport, Pa., remaining a student

there until 1869, when, being desirous of taking a

business course, he entered the Williamsport Busi-

ness College, finishing his course in that institution

in December, 1869. Not being satisfied with the

instructions in drafting, architectural drawing,

sketching, etc., already received in schools, he

therefore placed himself under the able training of

J. B. Otto, then a civil engineer and architect in

the city of Williamsport, Pa., from whom he re-

ceived private instruction. During the years
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1870-71 he clerked and had charge of a general

mercantile store at Eockville, Pa.

On the 14th of August, 1871, Mr. Oplinger and

Miss Amanda A. Remaly were united in marriage.

Two sons were born to them, one of whom died in

infancy, August 20, 1 873. The second son, Thomas

E., was born May 31, 1876, and died June 30,

1887, at the age of eleven years and one month.

Mrs. Oplinger was born in Slatington, Pa., Janu-

ary 5, 1853, and was a daughter of John and La-

vina (wee Wert) Remaly. In 1850 her grandfather,

Jacob George Remaly, sold to his eldest son, John,

fifty acres of farming land, upon which the latter

built, in 1850, the first house in Upper Slatington.

Soon after building that house John Remaly

started the first hotel in Upper Slatington (now

called the Neflf- House), and in January, 1851, se-

cured the first license in Upper Slatington. His

next step was the laying out of town lots into res-

idence sites; upon these he built houses and so

started the borough of Slatington. On the 3d

of January, 1862, John Remaly died, aged thirty-

eight years seven months and twenty-three days.

His wife, Lavina, passed away November 15, 1889,

aged sixty-five years and twenty-one days.

Purchasing Dr. Mitchell's interest in the Will-

iamsport Business College at Williamsport, Pa.,

Mr. Oplinger finally became a partner with his

former instructor, Prof. J. F. Davis, the Principal

and manager. The college was afterward con-

ducted under the firm name of Davis & Oplinger,

Principals. At the time the partnership was formed

the Daily Gazette and Bulletin, of Williamsport,

published the following: "Professor Davis has now
associated with him as partner Prof. G. T. Oplin-

ger, than whom as a pen artist no superior can be

found in Pennsylvania. We predict for the col-

lege increased prosperity under the present effi-

cient management." Mr. Oplinger exhibited his

artistic pen work in many of the best fairs in the

state, and was always rewarded with first premiums
and diplomas.

Before concluding this sketch it will not be

amiss to present a few extracts from newspapers
regarding Mr. Oplinger's pen work. From the

Daily Morning Standard, of Williamsport, Pa.,

September 18, 1872, we quote as follows: "G. T.

Oplinger's specimens of penmanship and pen draw-

ing from the Willia.msport Commercial College are

in the highest style of art, and exhibit rare skill

but the specimen of the rose with its surrounding

cards shows the Professor's mastery of the pen in

a prominent degree."

From the Allentown Daily Herald, September

27, 1877: "G. T. Oplinger has some pen drawings

on exhibition which are receiving more than the

ordinary attention of visitors, and that they are

entitled to much credit and praise as works of art

will be readily admitted by all who see them. Mr.

Oplinger is an excellent penman and has a pecu-

liar genius for designs at once striking and novel.

He has written the Lord's Prayer on less space

than would be occupied by an old silver three-

cent piece (that is, one-eighth of an inch smaller

in diameter than an old silver three-cent piece),

and it has been done in such a manner that the

writing can be read with the naked eye. He has

also a family record on exhibition. His other

drawings are excellent and display great taste and

skill."

From the Williamsport Sun, 1871: "Prof. J. F.

Davis, the originator and proprietor, has recently

taken into partnership Prof. G. T. Oplinger, who

comes well recommended as one of the very best

pen artists in the state, so that with this additional

help, we predict for the college still greater suc-

cess, not onlj7 in increased patronage, which it em-

inently deserves, but in usefulness."

Being especially skilled in handling the pen,

Mr. Oplinger took charge of the penmanship de-

partment, and also taught mechanical drawing,

mathematics, bookkeeping and telegraphy. Under

this management for a few years the college in-

creased in attendance until in December, 1873,

there were two hundred and ten students enrolled.

At that time our subject disposed of his interest in

the college to Professor Davis and settled in Slat-

ington, where he still resides. In addition to his

occupation as an architect, for several years he de-

signed in artistic pen work for publishers in that

line in New York, East Bridgewater, Mass., and

Boston.

The following testimonial was received from

Prof. J. L. Voigt, publisher of ornamental and ar-
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tistic pen work at East Bridgewater, Mass., for

whom Mr. Oplinger has designed work lor publi-

cation in the pen art. Prof. L. J. Voigt, of East

Bridgewater, in his letter to Mr. Oplinger, dated

September 4, 1876, states as follows: "I have on

hand now several thousand 'original' cards de-

signed by different penmen all over the United

States, but almost all of them are of inferior and

faulty workmanship. These I have obtained di-

rectly and indirectly, and in order, if possible, to

get some good, new or useful idea from them

which might aid me in producing something new
and desirable; but I will say that there isn't a new
idea in the whole batch, and those I have on hand

of your own worionanship are far superior to any."

Finding that his efforts as an architect were re-

warded with flattering success, Mr. Oplinger ceased

pen work, and thereafter devoted his attention to

designing, planning and superintending the erec-

tion of buildings. He has been superintending

architect of the Bittner House, school building,

hose house, Ave churches, and many of the finest

store, hall, and office buildings, and many private

dwellings in the borough of Slatington, besides

other public and private buildings in different lo-

calities too numerous to mention, that stand as a

monument to his efficiency and abilitj' as an

architect.

Being strictly moral in his habits, genial in man-
ner and prepossessing in appearance, it is but nat-

ural that Mr. Oplinger should have many friends

throughout this part of the state. He has been

chosen to represent the people in various offi-

cial capacities. In 1881 he was nominated and

elected School Director,, and was chosen Secretary

of the Board, which position he held for three

consecutive years. His term expiring in 1884, he

was re-elected, and in 1885 became Treasurer of

the Board, filling that position for two years,

until the expiration of his second term as Director.

In religious belief Mr. Oplinger is connected

with the. St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church,

which he has served as Trustee and member of the

Church Council. In 1881 he was made one of the

building committee to erect the St. John's Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church on Second Street, in the

borough of Slatington, of which he was also

chosen the superintending architect. In the work

of building the edifice his assistance was invaluable

and was greatly appreciated by the members of the

congregation. In 1890 he was appointed borough

engineer by the Council of Slatington, which po-

sition he has faithfully and honorably filled to the

present time. In 1891 he built the new reservoir

for the borough, which proved to be a vast im-

provement over the old water supply in that place.

August 3, 1893, he was appointed Notary Public

by Gov. Robert E. Pattison.

Socially Mr. Oplinger is identified with the Ma-

sonic fraternity. He entered the Manoquesy

Lodge No. 413, A. Y. M., at Bath, Pa., February

2, 1871; was admitted to Slatington Lodge No.

440, F. & A. M., February 14, 1889; to Allen R.

A. Chapter No. 203, June 20, 1892; and to Allen

Commandery No. 20, and Knight Templar Jan-

uary 12, 1893. He is also a member and Past

Chief of Slatington Castle No. 206, Knights of the

Golden Eagle, with which he united November 23,

1887.
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<Tpr RTANUS H. SNYDER is the Postmaster

/—\ and a business man of high standing in

Weaversville, where he is the proprietor

of a large mercantile establishment. He considers

the interests of his patrons at all times, thereby

laying a foundation for still further business, and

still greater success in the line which he pursues

cannot but be his just reward. His store occupies

the old Weaversville Academy, and in the main part

is 60x25 feet in dimensions. The stock includes

everything needed in the country or city house-

hold, such as dry goods, groceries, boots, shoes,

crockery, etc. It is valued at about $9,000, and

he does an annual business amounting to $25,000.

Mr. Snyder was born in this county June 5,

1864, and is the son of Ambrose and Emma (Stein-

metz) Snyder, also born in this county, and at

present residing in East Allen Township at the re-

spective ages of seventy and sixty years. The

Snyder family have taken a prominent part in the
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upbuilding of this portion of the county for many

years, the first representatives having come here in

an early day.

In his youth Mr. Snyder prosecuted his studies in

the public schools of his native place, and October

21, 1881, was graduated from the Knauss Business

Institute atEaston. In the fall of that year he be-

gan clerking in the mercantile establishment of

George Hoeh & Son, in South Bethlehem, where

he remained until the succeeding spring, and then,

going to Coopersburg, clerked there until ready

to establish a business for himself, which he did in

Weaversville. He has in his employ two clerks, and

is carrying on a fine trade, having among his pa-

trons the best people in the city and surrounding

country.

Miss Sarah C. Laubach became the wife of Arta-

nus H. Snyder in 1886. She was born January 1,

1865, and is the daughter of David Laubaeh, for-

merly a resident of this county, but now deceased.

Their union has been blessed by the birth of a son

and daughter, Edgar A. and Edith E.

In his political connections Mr. Snyder is an

ardent Democrat, and takes great interest in the

success of his party. Religiously he has been con-

nected for many years with the Lutheran Church.

In the summer of 1885 he received the appoint-

ment of Postmaster of Weaversville, the duties of

which responsible position he has discharged in a

most satisfactory manner since that time. He has

also been Auditor of East Allen Township, and in

every way that he can, seeks to promote the wel-

fare of his community.
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ILAS K. WESTEN is one of the leading

business men of Cherryville and one of
the most enterprising. His establishment

is located on Main Street, where he is engaged in
the manufacture of all grades of harness. He was
born in Lehigh County, January 31, 1834, and is

the son of John and Isabella (Knapp) Westen, the
former born in Berks County, this state, and the

latter a native of Stamford, Conn. The great-

grandfather, Francis A. A. Westen, was a native

of Germany, and a merchant in Berks County, Pa.

Grandfather Knapp, born in Connecticut, was by

occupation a teacher.

John Westen, the father of Silas K., was a har-

nessmaker b}' trade, which occupation he carried

on in North Whitehall Township, Lehigh County,

for many years. He was quite successful in this

business, and was a man who commanded the re-

spect and esteem of the best people of the com-

munity.

Silas K. Westen, the subject of this sketch, at-

tended first the public and later the private schools

of his native place, and being an apt pupil, gained

a good knowledge of books, which he has put to

practical use during his business life. When choos-

ing an occupation in life, he followed in the foot-

steps of his honored father, under whose instruc-

tion he learned his trade. He remained at home

until the year prior to attaining his majority, when

he started out as a journeyman at the harnessmak-

er's trade, working for a time in New York City.

In 1862 he located in Cherryville, where for the

following two years he was in the employ of his

brother Francis. At the expiration of that time

he established a business for himself, which he has

carried on with success, and he is the proprietor of

a well equipped store.

Mr. Westen was married in 1854 to Miss Han-

nah Young, of this place, and to them was born

a family of ten children, six of whom are living

at the present writing, and named respectively:

Henry C; Sydnam J., who is engaged in the black-

smithing business at Wilkes Barre; Clifford W., en-

gaged in the harness business at Wilkes Barre; Ida,

Mrs. Charles Hoats; Mary, Mrs. Mark Unangst;

and Spurgeon A.," a telegraph operator at Allen-

town. His eldest son is a minister in the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church, holding a charge at Ches-

terton, Ind. The wife and mother died in April,

1876, and the lady to whom our subject was

married the following year was Matilda Nagle, a

native of Fogelsville.

In religious affairs Mr. Westen is a devoted

member of the Evangelical Church, and has been

Superintendent of the Sunday-school for many
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years. He is a Republican in politics, and active

iu the temperance cause in this locality. He is

popular in both business and social circles, and has

many warm personal friends who fully appreciate

his worth and his natural kindness.
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KEHL MARKLEY. The task of a biograph-

ical writer is a pleasant one when he is

called upon to give the facts in the his-

tory of a man so conspicuous in the social and

financial improvement of a locality as is the gen-

tleman named above. Mr. Markley is the repre-

sentative of the Perkiomen National Bank of East

Greenville, Pa., in Macungie, in which responsible

position he has served for a number of years. He

possesses a clear, well balanced mind, a keen in-

sight into business matters, and other traits that

have made him successful personally, and potent

in advancing the material prosperity of his village

and county.

Iu Montgomery County, the subject of this

sketch was born November 27, 1859. The family

of which he is a representative has long been iden-

tified with the history of Montgomery County,

where were born his parents, the late Richard and

Sophia (Kehl) Markley. He was reared upon the

home farm, and after completing the studies of the

public schools entered Ursinus College, atCollege-

ville, Pa., where he remained a short time. Sub-

sequently he taught several terms of school.

When about fifteen, Mr. Markley began to learn

telegraphy at Norristown, Pa., and continued thus

engaged for two years. Later he clerked in a mer-

cantile establishment at East Greenville, Pa. The
year 1882 witnessed his arrival at Macungie, where
he entered the employ of the Lehigh Telegraph

Company. With them he remained for some time

in the capacity of general manager. Subsequently

this organization was merged into the Postal Tele-

graph and Cable Company, which he continues to

represent. In 1884 he became the proprietor of

the branch bank at Macungie, and his financial

ability has been proved by his successful manage-

ment of affairs in this responsible position. He
also represents the Mutual Life Insurance Com-
pany of New York City.

The political affiliations of Mr. Markley are with

the Republican party, the principles of which he

always supports. In religious belief he is a Luth-

eran, and for several years has served as Deacon.

Socially he belongs to the Masonic order at Trex-

lertown, and is also connected with the Order of

the Golden Eagle at Macungie. He has a pleasant

home in Macungie, and in the society of his wife

and two children, Bessie and Grace, spends his

leisure hours. Mrs. Markle}' was formerly Miss

Ida Meyer, being a daughter of Dr. Charles Meyer,

of Macungie.

Mr. Markley is recognized as one of the pro-

gressive, public-spirited and enterprising citizens

of Lehigh County, and enjoys to a degree not al-

ways attained, the confidence of businessmen with

whom he is placed in contact. While the demands

of his personal affairs are so absorbing as to pre-

clude active participation in public affairs, he is

nevertheless always interested in matters of gen-

eral interest, and gives his active support to meas-

ures for the benefit of the people.

@- _@J
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JOHN A. MAYER, D. D. S., is one of the prom-

inent and well known citizens of Mauch
Chunk, and takes a prominent part in public

and business affairs. The best interests of

the community find in him a friend, and his sup-

port is never withheld from any worthy enterprise

calculated to promote the general welfare. He is

now successfully engaged in the practice of den-
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tistry, and is a Director in the Linderraan National

Bank of Mauch Chunk.

The Doctor was born in the city of Wurtemberg,

Germany, in 1837, and is a son of Jacob and Mary

(Supper) Mayer. His parents were also natives of

Germany, but never left the Fatherland. Their son

was reared and educated in his native country, and

no events of special importance occurred during

his childhood and youth. He remained in Wurt-
emberg until 1854, when, at the age of eighteen

years, he bade adieu to his friends and early home
and crossed the briny deep to the New "World.

Landing at New York City, he thence came direct

to Philadelphia and entered the office of Dr. Githen,

where he studied dentistry for a time. He after-

ward pursued his studies with Dr. Wardle, of the

same city, obtaining an excellent knowledge of the

profession.

The year 1860 witnessed the arrival of Dr.

Mayer in Mauch Chunk. Here he opened an office

and began the practice of dentistry, which he has

successfully continued up to the present time, being

now the oldest dentist in years of continuous prac-

tice in the -place. He was soon well established in

his profession, and has steadily worked his way up-

ward. He keeps well abreast with everything con-

nected with the science of dentistry, and his taste-

fully arranged office is supplied with all the appli-

ances and equipments known to the profession.

In 1865 Dr. Mayer was united in marriage with
Miss Mary M. Rosenberger, daughter of Jacob
Rosenberger, of Philadelphia, Pa. Seven children

were born of their union, namely: George H; Ja-

cob F., who is a practicing physician in Philadel-

phia; John A., Jr., who is taking a course in the

dental department of the University of Pennsylva-
nia, and Kate Elizabeth, Mary Louisa, Anna, and
Charles Wesley, who are deceased. The family is

one of prominence in the community, its representa-

tives holding a high position in social circles, and
their pleasant residence is the abode of hospitality.

In politics, Dr. Mayer takes quite an active in-

terest and supports the men and measures of the
Republican party. He owns good property in
Mauch Chunk, and in connection with his other in-
terests he is a stockholder and director in the Lin-
derraan National Bank of Mauch Chunk. He is a

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church in

which he is Treasurer, and is also one of its directors

and stewards. He holds membership in Carbon

Lodge No. -242, F. & A. M., also with Lodge No.

76, I. O. 0. F., and belongs to Chapman's Post No!

61, G. A. R. His life has been well and worthily

passed, and his example is one deserving of emula-

tion. He came to America empty handed, but has

never had occasion to regret his removal thither, for

here he has found a pleasant home and many
friends, and has beeome the possessor of a handsome

property.
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f~y HARLES E. FENICLE is among the enter-

Vy prising and successful business men of

Bath, Northampton County, where he has

been a resident and tradesman for over a quarter

of a century, during this time occupying a posi-

tion in the esteem and confidence of the people well

worthy of attainment. He has taken great interest

in local politics and in every movement having

for its object the betterment of the town and county.

He was born in this county September 20, 1842,

to Samuel and Fannie (Smith) Fenicle. The father

is a native of Northampton Count3', and the mother

of Monroe County, Pa. Samuel Fenicle, who is

still a resident of Bath, should he live until August,

1894, will be seventy-seven years of age.

The boyhood and youth of Charles E. Fenicle

were passed on a farm, and during this time he

managed to acquire a good general education.

When about eighteen years old he began working .

at the shoemaker's trade, which he followed until

twenty-four years old. At that time he engaged

in partnership with his father-in-law, Samuel Lau-

bach, in the harness-making business, which they

conducted for many years, until the death of Mr.

Laubach, since which time Mr. Fenicle has carried

on the business alone. He brings to bear upon his
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work the experience of long years, and is thorough

and trustworthy in whatever work he undertakes.

In 1866 Mr. Fenicle married Lavinia Laubach,

and to this worthy couple two children have been

born. Cora, the elder, became the wife of Frank

Fried, and Ella is the wife of Harvey Grayvill.

In February, 1894, Mr. Fenicle was elected Bur-

gess of Bath to serve for a term of three years.

He supports the men and measures of the, Repub-

lican party, and is greatly interested in their wel-

fare. Religiously he holds membership with the

Lutheran Church, and gives largely of his means

to the church and benevolent organizations. He

is a member of the Senior Order of American Me-

chanics of Bath, and also belongs to the Masonic

order of this place. He is a self-made man, hav-

ing started out on the journey of life with little

save his own energetic and industrious disposition

;

but by means of his sterling qualities he has suc-

ceeded in making a good position for himself both

in a financial and social way. .,

_S
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HERMAN KOSTENBADER, of Catasauqua,

is the proprietor of the Eagle Breweiy,

one of the largest local industries, of this

place, which was started in 1867, and has since

enjoyed a growing patronage. Mr. Kostenbader

is a practical man of business and thoroughly

qualified to manage so large a concern, as he has

had practical experience in former times with

similar institutions, and has made a success of

them. The goods turned out by this brewery

have a large sale in this vicinity and are noted for

uniform goodness and reliability. The present

proprietor has been connected with the Eagle

Brewery since 1867, and during this time has re-

built and greatly improved the plant, also extend-

ing its sales.

A native of Wurtemberg, Germany, our subject

was born in Pfullingen, near Stuttgart, April 9,

1842. His paternal grandfather, John F., was a

paper manufacturer. His father, Frederick, also a

a native of Wurtemberg, was formerly engaged in

running a restaurant, but later obtained the office

7

of forester, which office he held until shortly be-

fore his demise, which occurred at the age of

seventy-five years. His wife, whose girlhood name

was Maria Keppler, was born in the same locality,

and was a daughter of Martin Keppler, a butcher

by trade. The lady died when only thirty-six

j'ears of age; afterward her husband was again

married. Our subject is the eldest of the three

living children, two others having departed this

life. One of his sisters resides in New York, and

the other makes her home with him.

The boyhood of Herman Kostenbader was passed

in his native land, where he attended the excellent

public schools until fourteen years of age. Dur-

ing four j'ears of the time he studied Latin, be-

coming quite proficient in the sciences and lan-

guages. Setting sail for America alone, he landed

in New York August 7, 1856. He took passage

in the "Bavaria," at Havre, with Captain Bailey,

and it was thirty-seven days ere they sighted

land. At once the youth proceeded to Phila-

delphia, where he served an apprenticeship to the

brewery business with the firm which is now known

as Schnitzel & Smith, and after completing the

business he worked for Bergner & Engel, and also

for John Klumpp.

Remaining in Philadelphia until the year 1860,

Mr. Kostenbader went to Toledo, Ohio, where he

worked for about two years at his vocation, thence

going to Cincinnati, and afterward returning to

Philadelphia. In 1864 he went to Bethlehem, Pa.,

entering the employ of John Schilling in his large

brewery, and continuing with him for three years.

In 1867 he came to Catasauqua, in company

with Conrad Schaffer, starting the first brewery in

the city, formerly located where the Eagle Brew-

ery now stands, and the old plant bore the same

name. In 1872 Mr. Schaffer's interest was pur-

chased by John Kreutzer, of Philadelphia, and

together the partners continued until the death of

that gentleman, in 1876, when our subject pur-

chased his interest, and has since carried on the

business alone.

The Eagle Brewery is located on Railroad Street,

between Mulberry and Willow Streets. The former

frame building in time was supplanted by the

present fine brick structure, which is perfect in its
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details. The malt house occupies a space of 31x20

feet, the brewery is 25x37| feet, the wash house

18x31 feet, and the engine and machine shop

covers a space of 55x69 feet, while the stables are

18^x30 feet in dimensions. The engines for the

brewery are ten horse-power, while the two boilers

are each seventy-five horse-power. In the ice

house is an ice machine with a twenty-horse engine,

and having a capacity of ten tons. The Eagle

Brewery can turn out twenty-five thousand bar-

rels a year, and this product is shipped to all parts;

steady employment is given to six men or more.

The brewery manufactures its beer from the best

barley and hops, and consequently the product is

strictly pure. Starting in business on a very small

scale, the goods being made by hand and the brew-

ery having a capacity of only about fifteen hun-

dred barrels a year, as they could only brew during

the winter, it is evident at a glance how greatly

Mr. Kostenbader has succeeded in his enterprise,

and how success has crowned his well directed

efforts.

In 1873 the beautiful residence of Mr. Kosten-

bader on Second Street was erected for his home

by him, his property having a frontage of sixty

feet. He married in 1868 Miss Maria, daughter of

Peter Wagner, a baker of this city. The lady was

born in Catasaiiqua, and here her death occurred in

1872. Two years later occurred the second mar-

riage of our subject, his bride being Miss Matilda

Strickler, who was born in Canton Zurich, Switzer-

land. Six children grace the home of our sub-

ject, their names being as follows: Dorothy, August,

Herman, Charlotte, Celia and Marie. The family

are members of St. Paul's Lutheran Church. In

politics Mr. Kostenbader votes with the Demo-
cratic party.

:0#G

F PIERCE LENTZ, chief clerk of the car

department of the Lehigh Valley Railroad,

is a representative business man of Le-

highton. Holland says that the history of a com-
munity is best told in the lives of its citizens, and
it is certainly true that such men as the gentleman

of whom we write make the history of the place in

which they live. We therefore gladly present to

our readers the life record of Mr. Lentz, who was

born in Parryville, Carbon County, on the 28th of

August, 1852, and is a son of Col. John and Eliz-

abeth (High) Lentz. The father was a farmer and

contractor and also served as Sheriff and Associate

Judge of Carbon County. His birth occurred in

1793, and he served as Sergeant in the War of

1812. He was a man of great foresight and deter-

mination, and was ever a public-spirited citizen,

taking an active interest in everything that per-

tained to the welfare of the community and its

upbuilding. Carbon County was set off from

Northampton County while he was serving as

Sheriff. He took quite an active interest in the

future development of the anthracite coal mines

and the building of railroads, and was a man

widely and favorably known. In his death the

community lost one of its best citizens.

F. Pierce Lentz is the third child born of his

father's third marriage. His literary education

was acquired in the common schools, and in the

Chistine Academy of Lehighton, after which he

studied telegraphy and became an operator in the

employ of the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company

in 1866. He was located at various points along

the road until 1873, when he embarked in mer-

chandising in Lehighton. For two years he con-

tinued business along that line and then sold out,

after which he once more entered the employ of

the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company, servihg'as

operator and clerk until 1888, in which year he

was made chief clerk of the car department with

headquarters at Packerton.

On the 14th of December, 1872, Mr. Lentz was.

married to Miss Clara Olewine, daughter of Daniel

Olewine, one of the early and highly respected

citizens of Carbon County. They have one daugh-

ter, Elizabeth E., who is now a student in the Mo-

ravian Seminary of Bethlehem, Pa. Their home

is an elegant brick residence, richly and tastefully

furnished, and supplied with all the comforts of

life.

Mr. Lentz exercises his right of franchise in

support of the Prohibitionists, takes an active in-

terest in political affairs and is now Chairman of
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the Prohibition Central Committee of Carbon

County. He has been Secretary of the Common
Council, Borough Auditor, and was School Di-

rector and Secretary of the Board for a number of

years. In 1884 he was elected Justice of the Peace,

which office he filled for ten years and then re-

fused to again serve. He has always been faithful

to his duty, and his efficient service has caused his

frequent re-election. In connection with his other

business interests, Mr. Lentz is a stockholder in the

Lehighton "Water Company, and in the Lehighton

Knitting Company. He and his family are .all

members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and

he has served as one of its officers and as local

preacher for many years. His public and private

life are alike above reproach, and his honorable,

upright career has gained him the confidence and

good wishes of all with whom business or social

relations have brought him in contact.

<efr ~ -fr#N

FRANCIS ERDELL. It matters little what

vocation a man selects as his life occupa-

tion so long as it is an honorable one. If

he is upright, courteous and honest in his inter-

course with his fellow-men, and possessed of energy

and perseverance, he is bound to make a success of

whatever he undertakes. Among those who have

become prominent in their different callings is Mr.

Erdell, conductor on the Catasauqua & Fogelsville

Railroad, in whose employ he has been since 1865.

Born in Upper Macungie, Lehigh County, April

10, 1845, our subject is the son of John Erdell, a

native of Paris, France. The latter came to Amer-
ica with his parents, who located in Philadelphia,

where he was reared to man's estate. He was a

shoemaker by trade, and upon starting out in life

for himself made his home in Upper Macungie,

where he worked at his trade for a time, and later

entered the limestone quarries. His death, which

occurred in 1861, took place at Fogelsville, whither

he had removed with his father. The grandfather

of our subject was a Catholic in religion, but John

Erdell was a member of the Lutheran Church.

Mrs. Christiana (Stern) Erdell, the mother of our

subject, was a native of this count}', and the

daughter of Martin Stern, who was also born here.

She departed this life in 1883, when in her eigh-

tieth year. She was the first wife of her husband,

and bore him three children, the brothers of our

subject being Eugene C. F. and William H.

Francis, of this sketch, was reared to man's es-

tate at Fogelsville, and received his education in

the public schools of that place. In 1862, during

the progress of the Civil "War, he enlisted his serv-

ices in Battery G, Third Pennsylvania Heavy Ar-

tillery. Later, in 1863, he was transferred to Com-

pany E, One Hundred and Eighty-eighth Penn-

sylvania Infantry, and during his period of service

participated in many hard-fought battles, among

which were Drury's Bluff, Va., which took place

May 16, 1864, and Cold Harbor, June 1 to 6 of

that year. In the last conflict he was wounded,

being shot through the neck from side to side

with a minie ball. He was carried from the field

by his comrades unconscious, and sent to "White-

house, Va., thence to Washington, D. C, where he

remained until his wound was healed.

Our subject was mustered out of service at For-

tress Monroe, Va., June 20, 1865. His recovery

after being wounded was very remarkable, and is

the only instance of the kind recorded where a

man who was injured in the same manner lived.

After being mustered out he came to Catasauqua,

and entered the employ of the Catasauqua &

Fogelsville Railroad Company, working in the re-

pair shops for two months. At the end of that

time he was made brakeman, and in 1872 was pro-

moted to the position of baggageman on the local

passenger train, which he filled until February,

1891. That year he was made conductor on the

same train, which position he is now filling with

satisfaction to his employers. His run
.
lies be-

tween Catasauqua and Alburtis, and he makes two

round trips and two branch trips each day.

August 18, 1866, Francis Erdell was united in

marriage with Miss Catherine Reinhart, who was

born in South "Whitehall Township, February 18,

1846. She is the daughter of Ephraim Reinhart,

a native of Lower Milford, Pa., where he followed
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his trade of a shoemaker. His death, however,

occurred in South Whitehall Township, this coun-

ty. The mother of Mrs. Erdell, prior to her mar-

riage Miss Mary Wetzell, was a native of this

county, and the daughter of George Wetzell. Her

maternal grandfather served as a soldier during

the entire period of the Revolutionary War. She

reared a family of three children, and is at present

making her home with our subject.

Mr. and Mrs. Erdell became the parents of

nine children, of whom the six who are living are:

Ellen, who resides in Allentown; William E., en-

gaged with the American Cement Company at

Egypt; Mary G, now Mrs. Milton Sell, of Bethle-

hem; Charles W.; Edith V. and Clayton H., at

home. In social affairs our subject is a Grand

Army man, and belongs to Fuller Post No. 378,

of which he was Quartermaster for three years,

and is also a charter member. He is also a Knight

of Honor, and in politics a true-blue Republican.

He is a member of the Lutheran Church at Mick-

leys, and is an exceedingly popular man in his

community.

^^P .

ILAS G. CROLL. A life-long resident of

Pennsylvania, Mr. Croll has since 1873

made his home in the village of Trexler-

town,of which he is an honored, popular and pro-

gressive citizen. After coming here he was for

a time employed in the interests of the Lehigh

Grain, Coal & Lumber Company, and gaining an

insight into and thorough knowledge of that busi-

ness, he commenced for himself. His experience,

integrity and energy have contributed to the suc-

cess which he now enjoys, and he is numbered
among the efficient business men of the place. In

addition to other interests, lie is serving as Jus-

tice of the Peace.

The Croll family was represented among the

earliest settlers of Berks County, Pa., with the his-

tory of which they were closely identified for sev-

eral generations. There our subject's father, John
Croll, was. born and reared, and it was also the

birthplace of his wife, who bore the maiden name

of Kate DeLong. In early life his occupation

was that of a tailor, but later he engaged in farm-

ing, in which he continued until his death. About

1854 he removed with his family to Lehigh Coun-

ty, and settled in North Whitehall Township,

where he purchased property and conducted agri-

cultural pursuits until his death, in the fall of

1891. His widow still continues to make her

home in that township.

Our subject was born September 12, 1847, dur-

ing the residence of the family in Berks County.

He was a lad of seven years when his parents

came to Lehigh County, and here his subsequent

life has been passed. After completing the studies

of the common schools, he attended Freeland Semi-

nary one term, and thus laid the foundation of

his present broad education, to which he has since

added by self-culture. It has been his aim to keep

intelligently posted upon topics of current inter-

est, and in political matters he is a stanch Democrat.

At the age of nineteen Mr. Croll began to work

in a gristmill, and continued to work at the trade

for eight years. In 1873 he settled in Trexler-

town, and here for eight years he was employed

as a clerk with the Lehigh Grain, Coal & Lumber

Company. Such was the ability which he dis-

played in affairs that he was given the manage-

ment of the business, thus gaining a thorough

knowledge of the details of this line of work. In

1884 he embarked in business for himself, m which

he has since continued. He also buys large tracts

of land, and has the timber cut up with a steam

sawmill into ties and car wood of all kinds.

The lady who became the wife of Mr. Croll in

1869 was Josephine, daughter of David Acker,

and a native of Lehigh County. Four children

were born to the union, of whom three are living,

viz.: Alfred D., Mamie I. and John P. The only

daughter, an accomplished lady, is the wife of

Robert Guth, of Trexlertown. In 1887 Mr. Croll

was elected Justice of the Peace, and he has since

filled that position. On the 20th of December,

1890, Mr. Croll was elected Mercantile Appraiser

for 1891 by the Board of Commissioners of Lehigh

County. He has also served as School Director

of Upper Macungie Township. In the various
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public offices he has held his conduct has been

such as to win the commendation of all concerned.

He is a man of firm religious belief and a con-

sistent member of the Lutheran Church, of which

he is the present Treasurer. Socially he is con-

nected with Lehigh Lodge No. 326, F. & A. M.,

of which he is Treasurer. He is also a member of

the order of Knights of Malta at Alburtis, and of

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Fogels-

ville.

m*

"C "T S)ILLIAM T. CLAUSS. Standing in the

V/V/ front ranks of the prominent and en-

terprising farmers and stock-raisers of

Heidelberg Township, is the subject of this sketch,

who was in former years a school teacher, but is

now engaged in agricultural pursuits. He is a

native of this county, and was born July 11, 1849,

to Nathan and Polly (Delong) Clauss, the father a

native of this township, and the mother born in

Lowhill Township. The Clauss family originally

came from Germany to America, although the

name of the founder in this country is not known.

The father of our subject was a prosperous

farmer in this township, and passed from this life

in May, 1885. He became the father of the fol-

lowing surviving children: Joseph, Frank; Mary,

Mrs. Tilghman Peter; Abigail, now Mrs. Wilson

Krause; David; William and Jane, the latter, Mrs.

Dr. W. P. Kistler. All the children make their

home in the city of Allentown, with the exception

of our subject and David, who live in Heidelberg

Township. The father was a Republican in poli-

tics, and belonged to the Lutheran Church.

William T., of this sketch, was educated in the

public schools of this vicinity and in the Kingston

State Normal. After leaving the latter place he

taught school for two terms in this township.

Here he now owns one hundred and thirty-four

acres of excellent farming land, devoted to diver-

sified crops and stock-raising. He pursues his

calling with zeal and intelligence, winning from

the soil an abundant harvest of the various grains,

and in this way secures for himself and family all

of the comforts and many of the luxuries of life.

Our subject married January 29, 1871, Miss

Mary A. Peter, a daughter of Levi and Polly

Peter, of this county. They have one daughter

surviving, Emma P., an accomplished lady and a

graduate of the Allentown Young Woman's Col-

lege. In politics Mr. Clauss casts his vote with

the Republican party, and is a consistent and

valued member of the Lutheran Church, in which

he has served as Deacon for years. His wife is a

member of the Reformed Church. They have

many warm friends who appreciate them to the

fullest extent. The manly character and useful

life of Mr. Clauss will exert an influence over all

who know him or learn the record of his life.

The parents of Mrs. Clauss were natives of this

county. The Peter family came from Germany,

and were among the early settlers of Heidelberg

Township. Two children were born to Mr. and

Mrs. Levi Peter, Sophia, the wife of Owen D.

Snyder, of Saegersvillc, and Mrs. Clauss. The fa-

ther died December 27, 1870, and the good mother

resides at the home of our subject, and is in her

sixty-ninth year.

^^HARLES W. CHAPMAN has been pro-

lv/ moted steadily during the past quarter of

a century which he has passed in the em-

ploy of the Catasauqua & Fogelsville Railroad,

with which he now occupies the place of Super-

visor and Trainmaster. Until 1891 he was Super-

intendent of the road, but at that time, when the

Philadelphia & Reading Company took charge of

it, the office of Superintendent was abolished, but

his duties are the same, though he has been given

another title. Mr. Chapman is President of the

School Board of Catasauqua, and has been very

active in educational work, and in everything re-

lating to the prosperity of the city.

A native of Carbon County, Mr. Chapman was

born in Mauch Chunk, June 29, 1836, being a son
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of Joseph H. and Martha (Wooley) Chapman, na-

tives of New London, Conn., and Philadelphia, the

mother being of English descent. The father in

youth learned the carpenter's trade, and settled in

Pennsylvania before his marriage. He was later em-

ployed by the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Com-

pany, and was Superintendent of one department or

another during the remainder of his life. He was

most of the time Superintendent of the Canal De-

partment at Mauch Chunk, which place he held at

the time of his death, in 1889, at the age of eighty,

two years. Mrs. Chapman died in 1887, at the age

of sixty-nine years. Of their five children, the eld-

est, Major Lancford, enlisted during the late war as

Captain of Company E, Twenty-eighth Pennsyl-

vania Infantry, was promoted to be Major of the

regiment, and was killed at the battle of Chancel-

"lorsville. Mary, whose home is in Des Moines, Iowa,

is the wife of Butler Worthington. Willard was

killed by falling off a train on the Catasauqua &
Fogelsville Railroad. Grace, the youngest of the

family, is Mrs. John S. Shaffer, of Homestead, Pa.

Charles W., of this sketch, was reared at Mauch
Chunk, and obtaineil his primary education in the

schools of his native city. In 1853-54 the Lehigh

Valley Railroad was built, and our subject's eldest

brother, Lancford, was in charge of a corps of en-

gineers, and Charles W. entered the employ of the

same company, learning surveying. In 1856 he

came to Catasauqua, assisting an engineer in the

building of the Catasauqua & Fogelsville Railroad,

the original line being only nine miles in length,

and extending only as far as Chapman, which sta-

tion was named for C. W. and his brother. After

the road was completed, they opened a lumber

and grain business at Chapman, where they con-

tinued for about a year. In the year 1858 our sub-

ject went on the survey of the Northern Pennsyl-

vania & Delaware line from Freemansburg to

Water Gap, by way of Easton, and the following

year went with contractors to superintend the

building of the Cabin John Bridge on the Wash-
ington Aqueduct. This was an important piece of

work, the immense stone arch being the largest

erected at that time, and probably still has that

distinction. This is a part of the Washington
Aqueduct, which conducts the water from the

Potomac River into Washington City. In 1860

Mr. Chapman returned to Mauch Chunk, being in

the employ of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation

Company.

In July, 1861, Mr. Chapman enlisted in Com-

pany E, Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry,

being mustered in at Philadelphia as Second Lieu-

tenant. He was sent to Virginia, doing duty along

the Potomac, and was afterward in the Quarter-

master's department. Promoted in time to be First

Lieutenant and Assistant Quartermaster, he was

later made Lieutenant in charge of the ambulance

corps during the last year of his service. He was

First Lieutenant of Company G, under Colonel

Geary, afterward Governor of Pennsylvania, and

with his regiment took part in the Virginia cam-

paign, including the battle of Gettysburg, being

afterwards transferred to the Army of the Cum-

berland, and participating in the battles of Look-

out Mountain and Missionary Ridge, after which

he went on the Georgia campaign. After having

served for over three years he was mustered out at

Atlanta, in August, 1864.

In 1865 our subject returned to the employ of

the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company at

Mauch Chunk, and in the fall of that year went

with the engineering corps to Broad Top as Super-

intendent of the Broad Top Coal & Iron Company,

and in the two following years opened up several

mines. In July, 1867, coming to Catasauqua, he

was made Superintendent and Engineer of the Cat-

asauqua & Fogelsville Railroad, holding the same

until August, 1893. In November, 1890, the Phil-

adelphia & Reading Company purchased the con-

trolling interest of the Catasauqua & Fogelsville

Railroad, with whom he holds a like position. This

road was built by the Crane Iron Company and

the Thomas Iron Company, the former disposing

of its interests in 1890 to the Philadelphia & Read-

ing Company, while the latter still retain their in-

terest. The first steel rails, which were placed in

1871, cost $125 per ton, while the last were only

$30 per ton. The Catasauqua & Fogelsville road

is the main tine between Catasauqua and Ritten-

house Gap, a distance of about twenty miles, and

the branch running from Trexlertown to Lichty

is five and a-half miles. The main branch between
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Crane and Walner is three miles and a-balf in

length, the line from Wetezel to Gehman is one

and seven-tenths miles, this being built over the

Lehigh or South Mountain. Rittenhouse Point is

on top of the Lehigh or South Mountain, one thou-

sand feet above tide water, and for five miles the

grade is one hundred and twenty-five feet to the

mile.

November 13, 1860, Mr. Chapman married Miss

Anne, daughter of William Philips, both natives

of Wales. The father was engaged in the foundry

of the Crane Iron Company, and died in this city.

Mr. and Mrs. Chapman have two children, Lane-

ford F., of this place, a civil engineer, and Edwin,

a mechanic in the Ordnance Department of the

Bethlehem Iron Company, where he is now em-

ployed in working on the large steel guns for the

Government. Mr. Chapman has been President,of

the School Board for a number of years, and has

been a member of the same for nearly a quarter of

a century. Until he resigned he was for several

years borough engineer, and is a stanch Republi-

can in politics. Socially he is a member of the

Free & Accepted Masons, and when living in

Mauch Chunk joined the Royal Arch Masons. Mrs.

Chapman is a faithful and consistent member of

the Presbyterian Church.

-JIPE

r~y EORGE J. DESH, one of the substantial

VIC business men of Bethlehem, is proprietor

of a large retail meat business on Fairview

Street, and his patrons affirm that he furnishes the

best meats to be found anywhere in the city. For

many years he has been an earnest believer in the

future of Bethlehem, and has built and improved

a number of pieces of property in Bethlehem, South

Bethlehem and West Bethlehem, and in every pos-

sible manner has assisted in the development and

progress of the place. He was born June 16, 1837,

at Hellertown, Northampton County, and is the

son of Heniy Desh, whose birth occurred in Lehigh

County.

George Desh, the grandfather of our subject, was

a native of Germany, who on emigrating to Amer-

ica, settled near Macungie, Lehigh County, where

he died when still a young man. His son, Henry
Desh, who was the father of our subject, was in

early life a butcher, and later became a hotel man
in Hellertown. His death took place in Philadel-

phia, when he had attained the age of sixty-three

years. The name of the family was originally

Desch; but after coming to America, it was found

better to shorten the same, and it came to be spelled

Desh, as at present. Our subject's mother, Annie

M., was the daughter of William Heisler, who came

to the United States from Germany in his boyhood,

and was sold at Philadelphia to a Berks County

man to pay the expense of his voyage. On"the

proclamation of George Washington to free emi-

grants after enlisting for three years, he entered

the service in the War of the Revolution, serving

until the close. Afterward he located in Berks

County near Reading, where he engaged in farm-

ing until his death. To Mr. and Mrs. Henry Desh

were born ten children, who lived to maturity, and

six are still living. George J., the youngest of

his father's family, was reared in Hellertown, where

he was a student in the common schools. In 1854

he went to Philadelphia, where he obtained em-

ployment in a tobacco store, and a few years later

went to Ohio, going over the mountains to Dela-

ware and Marion Counties, and remained there a

few months. Returning to Hellertown he went

again to Philadelphia, where he was located for a

year and a-half.

While a resident of the Quaker City, Mr. Desh

married Miss Catherine Crater, who was born in

Chester County. After his marriage he became a

resident of Bethlehem, in the fall of 1859, where,

in company with his brother Daniel, he started in

the butcher business, continuing here until 1861.

Next he went to Freemansburg, where for two

years he was engaged in the same business for him-

self, but in 1863 returned to this city, locating on

Fairview Street, where he has since continued the

business. His shop is located at a good point for

general trade, and is thoroughly equipped, having

a fine ice house and four wagons, and a large as-

sortment of prime stock is always kept on hand.

Mr. and Mrs. George J. Desh have ten living

children: Annie E., the widow of Charles Rush;
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Antoinette O, wife of William Sample, of Phila-

delphia; Clara E., who is Mrs. William Winch, a

resident of Bethlehem; Laura B., who became the

wife of Charles Dech; Bertha E., wife of Edward

Osborne, residing in Philadelphia; Adelaide O,

Warren E., Henry O, Grace G. and Earl G., who

are at home.

For several years Mr. Desh was a Councilman,

being elected on the Republican ticket, though in

a Democratic Ward. For thirteen and a-half years

he served as a member of the School Board, when

he declined further honor. While he was a mem-

ber of the Board, some of the finest school build-

ings in the place were erected. Mr. Desh is quite

interested in real estate, owning a good farm of

one hundred and two acres in East Allen Town-
ship, and some thirty pieces of property in Beth-

lehem, most of which are improved. He has built

twenty-one residences in the place, and has been

active in making good improvements. In politics

he is a stanch Republican, doing all in his power

to further the welfare of his party. With his wife

he holds membership with Grace Lutheran Church.
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JOHN BROPHY, Justice of the Peace of Upper
Hanover Township, is located in East Cata-

sauqua. He is a young man of much charac-

ter and influence in the community, and is

doing good service as the incumbent of his respon-

sible position. He was born in Fogelsville, this

county, April 28, 1855, and is the son of Henry
Brophy, who was born in Mt. Hope, N. J. He was
a molder by trade, and his father, James Brophy,
who was born in Ireland, followed the same occu-

pation. The latter came to America many years

ago, and made his first location in Philadelphia,

whence he removed to Mt. Hope, N. J., and later

made his way to this county. He worked in the

furnaces for some time, and on returning to the

Quaker City followed his trade there until his de-

cease.

The father of our subject learned his trade in

that city in a stove foundry, after which he moved

to Fogelsville, and after working some time for

other parties purchased the foundry from Solomon

Fogel and was engaged in manufacturing all kinds

of castings. He was a Catholic in religion, and

died in 1877, when fifty-four years of age. His

wife, the mother of our subject, was prior to her

marriage Miss Lucy Haas. She was born in Brein-

igsville, this county, and was a daughter of Samuel

Haas, a farmer in this locality. The mother is now

living in Allentown, and is a member of the Ger-

man Reformed Church.

John, of this sketch, was the eldest of six chil-

dren born to his parents, of whom only three are

living. He was reared in his native plaee, and

when a lad of thirteen years began work as a

molder, which occupation he pursued under the

instruction of his father. After the latter's death

he carried on the business for two years, giving

employment to seven or eight men. In 1879,

however, he sold the foundry and removed to

Pleasant Corners, where in addition to working in

a foundry he was engaged in the flour and feed

business.

In April, 1880, while living in the above place,

Mr. Brophy received an offer from the Davies &

Thomas Company, and coming to Catasauqua, he

worked for them one year in the capacity of a

molder, when he left and went to Walnutport,

near the Blue Mountain. There he took charge of

the Walter B. Grosh Foundry as foreman, and con-

tinued as such for the following three years. At

the end of that time he returned to the city and

was in the employ of the Davies & Thomas Com-

pany until 1885, when we find him in Elizabeth-

port, N. J., working as a molder in Moore & Sons'

Foundry. Mr. Brophy remained in that stale just

six months, when he was taken sick, and on his re-

covery returned to this city, and has since been in

the employ of Davies & Thomas. Twenty-six

years have given him wide experience in his oc-

cupation and he is well known throughout the
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entire state as a man thoroughly qualified to hold

any position in a foundry.

The lady to whom our subject was married in

1884 was Miss Augusta, daughter of August Stitz,

who was one of the representative citizens of the

county, and whose history will be given in full in

his biography on another page. Their union has

been blessed by the birth of seven children: Will-

iam; George, who was drowned in 1892; John, Ed-

die, Annie, Minnie and Mabel.

Our subject is a genial gentleman, and his ability

gives him a prominent part in the management of

local affairs. He is a leader in politics, and for

four years was a member of the Democratic Stand-

ing Committee. In the spring of 1893 he was

elected Justice of the Peace of Upper Hanover

Township, which position he fills with credit to

himself and benefit to the community. He occu-

pies a comfortable residence on Race Street. He

is agent for the Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance

Company at Hartford, and the Inter-state Acci-

dent Insurance Company of New York.

r~y EORGE H. YOUNG, ex-Burgess of West

\~\ Bethlehem, is numbered among the enter-

prising, progressive and substantial busi-

ness men of the place, where he has a fine store

stocked with a full line of hats and furnishing

goods. He'commands an extensive trade, not only

in the city, but among the residents of the outly-

ing country. A very prominent citizen, he has

occupied with honor various positions of official

trust and assisted in securing the incorporation of

West Bethlehem as a borough.

The subject of this sketch was born at Hower-

town, Northampton County, September 29, 1853,

and is a son of Reuben Young, whose birth

occurred in Seemsville. His father, Michael, was

born in Moore Township, in the above county,

where the great-grandfather of our subject made

settlement on emigrating from Germany. Grand-

father Young was a weaver by- trade, to which he

later added the occupation of a farmer. His son,

Reuben, followed the trade of stone mason, first at

Howertown, and later in Weaversville, where his

decease occurred in the fall of 1888. Like his

honored parents, he was a consistent member of

the Lutheran Church.

The maiden name of our subject's mother was

Julia Neleigh. Her father, John Neleigh, was

born in Northampton County and was a prominent

merchant in Seemsville. She departed this life in

1891, after having reared a family of ten children.

Of the seven still living, George H., of this sketch,

is the youngest but one. He received a practical

education in the public schools of his native place

and in the Weaversville Academy. When eighteen

years of age he began teaching, being thus engaged

first in the Lincoln School in the old Allen District.

In 1874 Mr. Young came to Bethlehem and was

engaged as clerk for his brother, Samuel H. He

remained in that capacity for four years, when he

purchased the entire stock and has since been en-

gaged in the hat and furnishing business, having

a good establishment located on Main Street. He

has led a busy and useful life, and the success that

has crowned his efforts is well merited by an hon-

orable and straightforward business career.

In 1878 Miss Rebecca T., the daughter of Daniel

Berger, became the wife of Mr. Young. Her father,

who was born in the same county, was a miller by

trade and is now deceased. The five children who

have come to bless the home of Mr. and Mrs.

Young are Ada M., Arthur R., Helen A., Marion R.

and Beulah I.

In 1888, on the citizens' ticket, our subject was

elected Burgess, to which position he was re-elected

in 1889 and again in 1890. During that time he

made many improvements in the village, and has

the satisfaction of knowing that he performed no

unimportant part in the growth and development

of West Bethlehem. After its incorporation he

did all in his power to have it divided into wards,

and was successful in his undertaking. The city

is now supplied with gas, electric lights, water

power and electric car lines, which make it one of

the finest cities in the county.

All educational, social and moral enterprises
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And in Mr. Young a friend, and whatever tends to

benefit the community and promote the general

welfare receives his hearty support and co-opera-

tion. Socially he is a Mason of high standing and

belongs to the Eoyal Arcanum. He has been very

prominent in church work, holding membership

with the Lutheran denomination. He was instru-

mental in the building of the Holy Trinity Church,

which he served as Deacon many years. He has

also been Superintendent of the Sunday-school

and rendered efficient service in that capacity.

In politics he is a strong Republican.

^HHNsi

DAVID HUNT, Secretary and Treasurer of

the Lehigh Firebrick Company at Cata-

sauqua, is a member of one of the oldest

and most distinguished families of Pennsylvania.

He traces his lineage to Birmingham, England,

where the family was one of prominence and

wealth, and had as their coat-of-arms a crest

with a hound on one side and a dolphin on the

other. About 1680, at a date contemporaneous

with the establishment of the Penn Colony, Roger

Hunt emigrated from England to America and

settled in Chester County, Pa. His wife was Es-

ther, daughter of George and Elizabeth Aston.

Among the children of Roger and Esther Hunt
was Samuel, whose birth occurred November 29,

1745. He married Mary, daughter of William and

Mary Beale, and five sons and three daughters

blessed their union. Thomas, of this number,

whose birth occurred December 19, 1791, married

Rachel, daughter of William and Elizabeth Evans,

of Lancaster County, Pa. They were the parents

of three children: Elizabeth, the wife of Aaron
Baker; Mary C, who married Josiah Phillips, and
Joshua, our subject's father. Grandfather Hunt
was engaged in the iron business, and owned a

rolling mill at Harrisburg, and later one in Phil-

adelphia, both of which were burned. In ad-

dition to these enterprises he was largely inter-

ested in lands in Virginia. His death occurred in

Delaware. One of his uncles, Roger Hunt, was

a commissioned officer in the service of George

III., and later was a Captain in General Washing-

ton's Army.

The father of our subject, Joshua Hunt, was

born in Chester County, Pa., May 13, 1820, and at

the age of ten years accompanied bis parents to

Philadelphia, where the ensuing six years were

passed. During that period he was a student in

the Quaker Boarding School at Westtown, Pa. In

his youth he learned the iron business and acquired

a thorough knowledge of every department of

that industry. In 1836 he began his active busi-

ness career at Harrisburg as Superintendent of a

rolling mill erected by his father in that city. His

property having been consumed by fire in 1842,

he returned to Philadelphia and entered a roll-

ing mill operated by his father. One year after-

ward he came to Catasauqua, and entered the

office of the Crane Iron Works, with a view to ac-

quiring a knowledge of the operations of an iron

furnace. For about one year Mr. Hunt had charge

of a blast furnace in Poughkeepsie. In 1841 he

accepted the position of Assistant Superintendent

of the Crane Iron Works, in which his labors were

so satisfactory that in 1867 he was chosen Super-

intendent, and remained in that position until the

1st of January, 1882. On severing his connection

with the company he was presented with a beauti-

ful service of silver as an expression of the value

of his services, accompanied with the assurance

that during his connection with the furnace it had

attained a high degree of prosperity.

Among the other enterprises with which Joshua

Hunt was closely connected was the Lehigh Fire-

brick Company, of which he was Chairman. He

was also largely interested in the Thomas Iron Com-

pany and the Catasauqua Manufacturing Com-

pany, was a Director in the Catasauqua National

Bank, and was one of the organizers of the rolling

mills of this city. He was President of the Cata-

sauqua Gas Light Company, which he organized,

and acted as President of the Catasauqua & Fogels-

ville Railroad. He was Chairman of the Baker

Lime Company, Limited, and the Bryden Forged

Horse-shoe Company, Limited. In political opin-

ions he was first a Whig, and afterward a Repub-

lican. B'or nearly forty years he officiated as an
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Elder in the First Presbyterian Church of Cata-

sauqua, and was for a long time the Superintend-

ent of the Sunday-school. Socially he was iden-

tified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

During the late war he was Captain of Company

B, One Hundred and Thirty-eighth Pennsylvania

Infantry. Both by precept and practical example

he advocated temperance in all things. His death

occurred July 18, 1886, when he was sixty-seven

years of age. Thus was lost to Catasauqua one of

its most progressive citizens, one who had wit-

nessed much of its growth and aided materially in

its progress.

The mother of our subject bore the maiden

name of Gwenllian Thomas, and was born in Gla-

morganshire, Wales, in 1824. In 1838 she came

to the United States with her father, David

Thomas, and her brothers Samuel, John and David.

She died in October, 1878, after having had eleven

children. Four of the number are now living,

namely: Mrs. Robert H. Hepburn, of Chester

County* this state; Mrs. William Vollmer, of Phil-

adelphia; Joshua, a resident of Chester County;

and David, of this sketch. Roger, a graduate of

the medical department of the University of Penn-

sylvania, died in Catasauqua at the age of thirty-

five years. Thomas, a soldier in the Civil War,

and afterward Assistant Superintendent of the

Crane Iron Works, was killed in Catasauqua by an

explosion.

At his fathei 's home on the corner of Bridge and

Second Streets, Catasauqua, the subject of this

sketch was born August 26, 1854. The rudiments

of his education were gained in the schools here,

and afterward he spent three years at Swarthmore

College and one year at Lafayette College. Hav-

ing assisted his father considerably and thus gained

a practical knowledge of the iron business, he went

to Alabama in 1876, and was employed in the blast

furnace managed by James Thomas. In 1877 he

returned to Catasauqua, where he was engaged as

machinist. In 1878 he went to South America in

the employ of Mackay, Scott & Co., and was en-

gaged as a mechanical engineer on the Madeira

River. The object of the Collins expedition, as it

was called, was to construct a railroad from the

foot of the Falls of San Antonio to the head of

navigation. Six months were spent in South Amer-

ica, but the expedition proving a failure, the party

returned to the United States.

March 15, 1879, Mr. Hunt entered the employ

of the Lehigh Firebrick Company as manager, and

has since been connected with the works. The

plant was started in 1868 by McIIose & Ritter, but

the frame building occupied by them was burned

to the ground in 1872. It was rebuilt by Joshua

Hunt and Samuel and John Thomas. In 1883 the

company was incorporated with a capital stock of

$120,000, Joshua Hunt being Chairman, and David

Hunt Secretary and Treasurer. Since the death of

the former gentleman the position of Chairman

has been filled by Hope Hepburn. On the 1st of

December, 1892, our subject formed a partnership

with L. H. McHose, and they now lease and run

the concern. The clay used in the manufacture of

the firebrick is shipped from New Jersey. The

main buildings are two stories in height, and

141^x65 feet in dimensions. Another two-story

structure, 65x65, is used, together with the kiln

buildings, 72x42£, and the stock house, 80x65. A
switch has been built to the Crane Iron Company,

and every facility added for the successful man-

agement of the business. McHose & Hunt lease

ninety acres of clay beds near Amboy, N. J., com

prising a valuable property.

Besides the company with which the name of

Mr. Hunt is closely associated, he is also interested

in other enterprises, is a stockholder in the Cata-

sauqua Manufacturing Company, the Thomas Iron

Company, the Catasauqua National Bank, the Le-

high Valley Railroad, and holds membership in the

Firebrick Manufacturers' Association. He owns

twenty-seven acres adjoining the city, on the

Howertown road. In political views he is a Re-

publican, and firm in his allegiance to party prin-

ciples.

In Mobile, Ala., April 7, 1880, occurred the

marriage of David Hunt and Miss Anna L. Man-

ning, who was born in that city. Her father,

Hon. Amos R. Manning, was Judge of the Supreme

Court of Alabama until his death at the age of

seventy. He was a native of Amboy, N. J., where

Mrs. Hunt was educated. Seven children have

blessed the union of Mr. and Mrs. Hunt, three of
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whom are deceased. Lewis Manning died Novem-

ber 4, 1893, at the age of eleven years; David died

wfien four years old; Stilwell lived but one year.

The surviving members of the family are Roger,

Gwenllian Thomas, Martha Manning and Grace

Manning.

JOHN A. BROBST, M. D. If success in a pro-

fession that calls for acuteness of perception,

knowledge of the needs of the human sys-

tem, and skill in applying health-giving

remedies, entitles a man to grateful remembrance,

then is Dr. Brobst a fit subject for representation

in this volume. Since 1886 he has engaged in

practice at Macungie, prior to which he followed

his profession at Allentown a few months. He
was also for fourteen months assistant physician

in the Maryland Woman's Hospital and the Hos-

pital of the City of Baltimore.

A record of the life of Dr. Brobst contains much
of interest. In the truest sense of the word he is

a cosmopolitan, having visited almost every habit-

able country in the world, and by contact with

people of every race gained a practical knowledge

of the customs and habits of other nations. His

cruise of five years proved most instructive and
beneficial, but he returned to the United States at

the expiration of the time, firm in the belief that

his native land offered inducements and attractions

superior to any country of the Old World.

The Doctor is a native of Lehigh County, Pa.,

and was born August 3, 1852. The Brobst family

was identified with the early history of Lynn
Township, Lehigh County, where were born his

parents, Jonas L. and Didema (Hermany) Brobst.

For some years his father was a merchant at Steins-

ville, and was also prominent in the politics of

Lynn Township. There he continued to make his

home until death. Our subject was a pupil in the

common schools of Lynn Township until about
sixteen, when he went to Columbus, Ohio, and for

three years made his home with friends, meantime
attending the high school for two and one-half
years.

After leaving school our subject was for eight

months an assistant in a civil engineering corps on

the Mobile & Ohio Railroad in Alabama and on

the Mississippi levees in Louisiana. Later he se-

cured a position as clerk on a passenger boat run-

ning on the Mississippi River, remaining thus em-

ployed for one year. Returning to Lehigh County,

he sojourned here for a short time. During the

Centennial Exposition, he was a member of the

police force of Philadelphia.

When our subject's sea-faring life began he

filled the position of Auditor for Secretary Thomp-

son of the United States Navy, on the "Tala-

poose," the mission of which was to settle the

disputed fishery claims in Nova Scotia. Later he

went on board the United States steamer "Alli-

ance" as a member of a Government marine sur-

veying corps. Sailing to South America, they pro-

ceeded up the Amazon River, surveying two

thousand miles on the steamer, and two hundred

and fifty miles on a steam yawl, making in all

twenty-two hundred and fifty miles surveyed.

Upon his return from South America, our sub-

ject became a marine on the United States steamer

"Wyoming," and was appointed Captain's Or-

derly. On arriving at Livorna, Italy, he was

transferred to the Government steamer "Gettys-

burg," a surveying vessel, on which he served as

Orderly for Commander Gorrenger. For about

nine months he cruised with this ship, meantime

making important surveys and sea soundings

around the east, south and west coast of Africa.

To this expedition belongs the distinction of hav-

ing discovered near the Azores a reef that had

been very disastrous to shipping, and the exact

location of which had never before been deter-

mined. Commander Gorrenger also transferred

Cleopatra's Needle from Egypt to New York.

When the work of this important expedition

had been completed, our subject was transferred to

the United States steamer "Enterprise," on which

he held the rank of Orderly-Sergeant. The ship

cruised around Scotland, England, Norway and

Sweden, along the eastern coast of Siberia and in

the Mediterranean Sea. Stopping at Naples, Italy,

Dr. Brobst visited the ruins of the ancient city of

Pompeii, and scaled the heights of Mt. Vesuvius.

He then went with his ship to Athens, Greece,
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where he visited the Acropolis, and the ruins of

many old temples of that once cultured city.

There he was transferred to the "Wyoming,"

which conveyed the United States Minister to

Turkey, through the Strait of Dardanelles to Con-

stantinople. While in Athens he attended a ban-

quet given to the royal family of Greece.

Subsequently the "Wyoming" made a tour of

the Black Sea, stopping at Trebizona and Sebasto-

pol, where Dr. Brobst visited the field of the

memorable battle. He also spent a few days in

Odessa and Yalta, and in the latter city saw Nich-

olas, former Czar of Russia, and grandfather of the

present Czar. While at Constantinople he saw the

Sultan of Turkey. After the cruise of the Black

Sea was finished, the United States minister was

taken to Joppa, from which point he went to Jeru-

salem in the interests of the United States Govern-

ment.

Among the many countries that our subject

visited, perhaps in none of them was he so inter-

ested, and none did he study with a keener pleas-

ure, than that portion of Asia known as the Holy

Land. He visited Bethlehem, where occurred the

birth of the Savior, and Jerusalem, the place of his

crucifixion; also the Dead Sea and the River Jor-

dan, Beyrout, Tyre and Damascus. At these vari-

ous places he secured many souvenirs, which he has

since treasured with care. Before shipping from

Asia he visited the ruins of ancient Troy.

From the Holy Land the "Wyoming" took the

United States minister to Alexandria, Egypt, where

they were received in state by the Khedive of Egypt.

Our subject had the pleasure of seeing that famous

emperor, and at Naples, Italy, also saw his exiled

father, who still lives there in banishment from

his native land. After visiting Cairo, Dr. Brobst

journeyed to the pyramids and also saw the Sphinx.

Other noted landmarks and ruins of the ancient

splendor of Egypt he inspected with equal inter-

est, thereby gaining a thorough knowledge of the

customs of the people of that land during the

early days of its history.

Upon shipping from Alexandria, the steamer

went to Port Said, where our subject was trans-

ferred to another United .States vessel, en route to

the China station, Touching harbor at Calcutta

and Bombay, India, he availed himself of the op-

portunity to visit these cities, as well as other his-

toric places of that country. After a short stop

at Colombo, on the Island of Ceylon, the voyage

eastward was resumed. During li is short sojourn

in Siam, our subject saw the king of ^th at country.

Somewhat later he was transferred to another

Government steamer, which he accompanied on a

surveying expedition to the Malay Islands, spend-

ing some three months in that locality. He then

returned to Colombo, Ceylon, after which he

cruised around Siam and China. While in the

latter country he saw and stood on the top of the

old Chinese wall. He visited Pekin, China, as

well as the principal seaports of Japan, and while

there experienced all the horrors of the terrible

Oriental storms known as monsoons.

Again transferred, Dr. Brobst returned to Alex-

andria, Egypt, and witnessed the bombardment of

that city by the British. Not long afterward he

returned to the United States. His travels, as

ma}" be seen from a perusal of these paragraphs,

included almost every portion of the Old World.

He saw a number of kings, as well as other digni-

taries. Many of the most famous cities of the

world he visited, many spots of interest to the

student of ancient history, and many places made

famous as the scenes of blood}- battles. Few spots

that he visited proved more interesting to him

than the old Catacombs of Rome, where the Chris-

tians of early days found a safe refuge from the

persecutions of their enemies. Travel is a liberal

education to those whose habits of close observa-

tion and mental culture have fitted them for its

beneficial influences, and our subject has made the

most of his excellent opportunities for gaining a

broad knowledge of the peoples of the world.

At the expiration of five years of service, Dr.

Brobst returned to this country and settled in

Norfolk, Va. During his cruise he read medical

works and became interested in the science. Re-

solving to follow it for his life calling he entered

the College of Physicians and Surgeons in Balti-

more,, from which he was graduated in 1885. For

fourteen months thereafter he filled the position

of assistant physician in the Maryland Woman's

Hospital and the Hospital of the City of Balti-
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more. Since that time, with the exception of a

few months in Allentown, he has engaged in the

practice of medicine at Macungie.

October 14, 1893, Dr. Brobst was united in mar-

riage with Miss Hannah R., daughter of James

Schaffer, of Lower Macungie. They have a pleas-

ant home in Macungie, and are prominent in the

social circles of the village. In religious belief

they are Lutherans. Politically the Doctor advo-

cates the policy of the Democratic party. As a

physician he is skilful in the diagnosis of diffi-

cult cases and successful in their treatment. While

his practice is general, he has met with especial

success in the treatment of diseases of the eye and

ear, and makes a specialty of those lines. His suc-

cess is worthy of especial mention because it has

been gained solely through his own exertions.

The money necessary for his medical education

was earned by his own labors, which proves the

possession on his part of energy, tireless industry

and determined perseverance. Genial, companion-

able and entertaining, many a pleasant hour may
be spent in his society, and Macungie has no citi-

zen more popular than he.

0HARLES O. SCHEIRER, the well known
and popular station agent and telegraph

operator for the Central Railroad of New
Jersey, is now located at Weissport, Pa., and is

also serving as express agent for the United States

Company. He is a self-made man, and is largely

self educated. Great credit is therefore due him
for the success he has achieved in life, which is

owing entirely to his determination to succeed
and to his well directed energies. He enjoys the
esteem and confidence of the entire community
in which he dwells, and numbers many warm
friends in this place.

The birth of our subject occurred in Lehigh
County, Pa., March, 16, .1857, his parents being
Charles and Catherine (Peters) Scheirer. Both
parents were also natives of Lehigh County, and

the Scheirer family is one of the very old families

of the valley. The father, who is now deceased,

was a mechanic by trade, which calling he fol-

lowed during his life time. His death occurred at

Whitehall Station in June, 1873, but his wife is

still living, her home being in the city of Slating-

ton, Pa.

Charles O. Scheirer was reared to man's estate in

Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, and received

a fair education in the public schools of his dis-

trict. When about nineteen years of age he started

out to make his own livelihood as a brakeman on

the Central Railroad pf New Jersey, and served as

such for a couple of years. He afterward took up

telegraphy, learning the art principally by home

study, and completing his knowledge by a month's

work at Berwyn Station, where he was a regular

student, paying the operator there for the instruc-

tion he received.

Mr. Scheirer's first work as a telegraph operator

was at Seigfried's Bridge, on the Central Railroad,

and also for a time he occupied a like position at

Glendon, Pa. Subsequently for- a year he was

a telegraph operator at Rockport, and for the

next six years had his headquarters at Parryville.

At this place he was Assistant Station Agent in ad-

dition to being operator, and discharged his duties

so faithfully that he was recommended for pro-

motion. His next position was in the train dis-

patcher's office at Mauch Chunk, where he was

located for two years. In 1891 he received an

appointment to serve as station agent at Weiss-

port, and since that time has occupied this posi-

tion most acceptably. He is a man who is very

faithful in performing his allotted duties, and has

thus won the commendation of his superiors.

In his political belief our subject is a Democrat.

He is a public-spirited man, and uses his influence

for the good of the community in which he dwells.

At one time he served as School Director of Le-

highton, and educational matters receive his ear-

nest attention. He still holds membership with tlie

Reformed Church at Lehighton, and socially is a

member of the Masonic order, belonging to the

lodge at Mauch Chunk. He is also identified with

the Royal Arcanum.

In the year 1879 our subject was married to
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Miss Mary A. Litzenberger, who was born and

reared in Lehigh County, and whose father, T. J.

Litzenberger, is a well-to-do resident of that sec-

tion. Our subject and his estimable wife have a

pleasant and comfortable home, and they take

great pleasure in extending its hospitality to their

friend6.

T7V DWIN J. TITLOW. As the owner and

r CS proprietor of a general store situated in

Trexlertown, this gentleman is well known
both in the village and throughout the surround-

ing country. The building in which he conducts

business is a commodious two-story brick structure,

centrally located and neat in appearance. It con-

tains a large and varied assortment of dry goods,

groceries, notions, queensware, glassware, boots

and shoes, hats and caps, which are sold at rea-

sonable prices. In the store is also situated the

Postoffice, Mr. Titlow having served in the capac-

ity of Postmaster since 1893.

Our subject is still on the sunny side of life's

prime, having been born April 12, 1864. He is a

native of Trexlertown, and a son of Charles and

Mary A. (Doney) Titlow, natives of Lehigh Coun-

ty, and at present residents of Trexlertown. Ed-

win J. was reared to manhood in this village and

was the recipient of excellent educational advan-

tages, being for a time a student in the schools

of Upper Macungie Township, and later attending

the State Normal at Kutztown for oire term.

His education completed, he secured a position as

school teacher and followed that profession for

four terms in Upper Macungie Township.

Under the instruction of his father, our subject

learned the trade of a painter, which he followed

for a short time, meanwhile also following the oc-

cupation of a paper-hanger. In this way he earned

the money with which to educate himself. He is

a man of broad information upon all topics of in-

terest, and by self-culture and systematic reading

has added to the knowledge acquired in school.

As a citizen he maintains a deep interest in every-

thing pertaining to the welfare of the people, and
gives his hearty and enthusiastic support to all

progressive measures for the benefit of the com-

munity.

The marriage of Mr. Titlow occurred January

7, 1888, at which time, he was united with Miss

Maggie J., daughter of Hon. James F. Kline,

formerly a resident of Orefield, Lehigh County.

One child has blessed this union, a son named
Kline R. Mr. Titlow gives his support to the

principles of the Democratic party, upon which

ticket he has been elected to various positions of

trust and responsibility. In 1893, under the sec-

ond administration of President Cleveland, he was

appointed Postmaster at Trexlertown, and has since

filled that position with efficiency and success.

Previous to his appointment as Postmaster he was

deputy to the former Postmaster, V. L. Schmoyer.

In his social connections Mr. Titlow is a member

of the Trexlertown Mutual Aid Association, also

of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, belong-

ing to Macungie Lodge No. 231, at Fogelsville.

He is interested in educational matters, and is

serving as School Director of Upper Macungie

Township, being the present Treasurer of the

Board. In business he has already gained a high

degree of success and a substantial standing in

commercial circles. »

THOMAS McDONOUGH HIRST is one of

the oldest and most reliable contractors and

builders in Bethlehem, having been very

successful in his profession, and has erected much of

the finest work in this place. He is quite original

in his method, and many fine architectural piles

stand as monuments to his skill and ability. Born

in Bath, Northampton County, Mr. Hirst is the

son of Hon. Joseph Hirst, who was a native of
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the same county. The date of the birth of our

subject is October 25, 1827.

Hon. Joseph Hirst was an agriculturist, and

at one time ran the Bath Hotel. His death oc-

curred in that place when he was fifty-seven years

of age. In politics he took an active part, for two

terms represented his fellow-citizens in the Legis-

lature, being elected on the Democratic ticket, and

was also Justice of the Peace for many years, oc-

cupying an enviable position in the esteem of his

friends and neighbors. His wife, formerly Mary

Gangewere, was born in Allentown, and was a sis-

ter of Col. Abram Gangewere, who won that title

in the War of 1812. Mrs. Hirst died when over

seventy-six years of age. Both she and her hus-

band were devoted members of the Lutheran

Church, and of the fifteen children who graced

their union, all but one lived to maturity, but

only eight now survive.

The early years of Thomas Hirst were passed in

his native town, assisting his father on the farm

and attending the district schools until attaining

his eighteenth year, when he was apprenticed to

learn the carpenter's trade under Charles Nagle.

At the end of three years he engaged in contract-

ing and building for himself, and continued to

make his field of operations in Bath until the

spring of 1865. That year saw him located in

Bethlehem, where he has since continued working

at his life occupation. Among the many good
buildings he has erected, we mention a few: the

Myers' Block, Reigle's Block, the Lutheran Church
at Bath, the Mary Dixon Memorial Chapel, of Li-

titz, Riegel & Cortright's Globe Store on Main
Street, Rauch's jewelry store, the German Evan-
gelical Church, the Presbyterian Chapel, and the

handsome residences of George H. Meyers, Dr. J.

P. Scholl, Dr. Schultz, and many others. In 1893
he built his own beautiful residence from original

designs, and indeed has been his own architect on
many of his most elegant buildings.

In Bath, in 1850, Mr. Hirst married Miss Mary
J., daughter of Henry Beaber,a native of that city,

and to them eight children were born. Charles
died in his thirty-fourth year; Mary is the wife of
A. C. P. Laury; Alice died at the age of twenty-
nine years; Gussie is Mrs. Edwin Woodling, of

Bethlehem; James departed this life in 1888 at

Washington, D. C; William and Francis are car-

penters, working with their father, and Annie

completes the family. They are members of the

Moravian Church, and are highly respected in so-

cial circles.

During the busy season Mr. Hirst gives employ-

ment to from twenty to thirty men, and in addi-

tion to the hundreds of dwelling houses con-

structed by him in this immediate vicinity, he has

also erected residences in Coplay, Catasauqua,

Mauch Chunk, Hellertown, Lititz and Easton.

Formerly Mr. Hirst was a member of the Odd Fel-

lows' society and Sons of Temperance. A Repub-

lican in politics, his first vote having been cast for

Lincoln on his first nomination, he has been stanch

and true to the party ever since; and though

many times urged to become a member of the

Council from the Third Ward, he has always de-

clined to permit his name to be used, though his

election was assured.
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DENNIS MOYER. The gentleman whose

biographical notice it is now our purpose

to give, is filling the responsible office of

Justice of the Peace of Towamensing Township,

Carbon County. He is a very popular and prom-

inent citizen of that locality, and was born in this

county January 15, 1847. His parents, Lewis and

Salinda (Krum) Moyer, were also born in this state,

and are at present residing in the above township.

They have nine children: Lizzie, who married

Aquilla Christman, and Peter, George, Ellen, Rob-

ert, Mary, Tilley, Benjamin and Maggie, at home.

Mr. Moyer, of this sketch, has spent his entire

life in his native county, in whose schools he ac-

quired a good education. Being reared to a full

understanding of .agricultural work, he chose that

as his vocation in life, and in 1876 made settle-

ment on his present valuable estate, which com-

prises one hundred and five broad acres. This he
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has placed under improvement, and in return de-

rives from the soil a good income, so that he is en-

abled to enjoy all the comforts of life.

Dennis Moyer has been prominently identified

with the history of his community for many years

and was elected to the office of Justice of the Peace

in 1891. He makes no excuse for his Republican

principles, but glories in the future he sees for his

favorite party. He is a public-spirited citizen, in-

terested in all improvements, and is one of the

township's most influential men. He belongs to

the Reformed Church, and in the society near his

home holds the office of Deacon.

In addition to looking after his farming inter-

ests, Mr. Moyer is the proprietor of a general store,

which he carries on in a portion of his residence.

He carries dry goods, groceries, boots, shoes, and

in fact all those articles which are used in the

country household. He is well known throughout

the township as one of its honest and upright cit-

izens, and we are therefore pleased to be able to

present this brief sketch of his life to our readers.

. gEr^gggBJStH%H^®si(fBj{fc5

©EORGE DAVIES, formerly the senior

member of the firm of Davies & Thomas,

and one of the leading business men of

Catasauqua, was born in Glamorganshire, Wales,

in the village of Merthyr-Tydvil, April 9, 1837.

He was the son of Daniel Davies, likewise a native

of Wales, and a molder by trade, who in 1846

brought his family to America and for a time was

employed in New York City. Later he followed his

trade in Phoenixville, Tamaqua and Weatherly.

Coming to Catasauqua in 1850, he took charge of

the molding department of the Crane Iron Works,

manufacturing castings on contract.

Severing his connection with the Crane Iron

Company in 1865, Daniel Davies, with William

Thomas, bought the old planing mill in East Cata-

sauqua and opened a foundry and machine shop, in

which three months later our subject joined tbem.

After two years the firm of Davies & Thomas was

8

dissolved, Mr. Thomas retiring from the partner-

ship. The title then became Davies & Son, and the

business was thus conducted until the death of the

father, in April, 1876, at sixty-three years of age.

He was a man of stanch integrity, a sincere mem-

ber of the Presbyterian Church, and a public-

spirited citizen of his adopted country. His wife,

Mary Philips, was born in Wales, and died there in

1839. They had three children: John, who died

in 1862; George, and Mary A., who married James

Thomas.

The first nine years of the life of our subject

were passed uneventfully in the land of his birth.

He came to Catasauqua with his father in 1850, and

for two years worked at the molder "s trade, after

which he was apprenticed to the machinist's trade

with the Crane Iron Company. For a time he

worked under David Jones, later under Hopkin

Thomas, spending five years at the trade. In

1862 he enlisted in the Fourth Pennsylvania Mili-

tia, under Colonel Cluty, of Mauch Chunk, and

went south into Maryland, but returned with-

out participating in active service. In 1863 he

was mustered into Colonel Good's regiment, the

Thirty-fourth Pennsylvania Infantry, and marched

with his company to Gettysburg, thence to Ft.

Richmond, Philadelphia, and was honorably dis-

charged at the expiration of his period of service.

At different times Mr. Davies had been in Parry-

ville, and at the close of the war he returned

thither and took charge of the machine shops there

for a short time. From that time until his death,

he resided in Catasauqua, with the exception of

about five years (1871 to 1876), when he had

charge of the Carbon Iron Works at Parryville.

In 1876 he returned to Catasauqua, but the works

were not opened until the spring of 1879, when

James Thomas bought a one-half interest in the

concern. Since then various improvements have

been made, and the class of work now turned out

is superior in every respect.

The firm has manufactured castings for many

important enterprises, including the underground

electric railway in Washington, D. C, the Broad-

way cable in New York, the East River Tunnel,

the Hudson River Tunnel, and the Traction and

People's cable lines in Baltimore. They also man-
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ufacture car castings and are the proprietors and

original manufacturers of the Davies & Thomas

engine. The works occupy ten acres, the foundry

covering one acre, and the machine shop 135x50

feet. There are four large boilers, two blowers

operated by two Davies & Thomas engines of one

hundred and fifteen horse-power, and fifteen

cranes, two of which, made by William Thomas,

will lift fifteen tons each.

With a number of other important concerns the

firm of Davies & Thomas is identified, among

which may be mentioned the Wahnetah Silk Com-

pany, of which Mr. Thomas is President, and

our subject was a Director. They are also the

principal stockholders in the Electric Light &
Power Company, which was established in 1890.

The power house is situated on the Lehigh River

adjacent to the canal, and the enterprise' has

proved an assured success. Its officers are : Roland

Davies, President; Roland Thomas, Treasurer; and

Charles R. Horn, Secretary. The Edison system is

used and the plant is the finest in the entire state.

Mr. Davies was also a Director in the Bethlehem

Electric Light & Power Company, which ' was

started in 1882, and of which James Thomas is

President. In addition to his elegant residence on

Second and Race Streets, erected in 1868, he was

the owner of valuable real estate in West Bethle-

hem, and was a stockholder in the Catasauqua Na-

tional Bank. His marriage occurred in Catasau-

qua in 1864, and united him with Mary Evans, a

native of Wales. Her father, Thomas Evans, emi-

grated from Wales to America, and settling in

Catasauqua, here followed the trade of a black-

smith until his death. Mrs. Davies received an

excellent education in Tremont Normal School,

and was a successful teacher prior to her marriage.

She has four children now living: Roland, Presi-

dent of the Electric Light & Power Company;
Bessie; George, a student of the University of

Pennsylvania, and James, at home.

Socially Mr. Davies was identified with the Ma-
sonic fraternity, belonging to Porter Lodge No.
268, at Catasauqua. As a member of the Repub-
lican party, he took an intelligent interest in po-
litical matters, though not willing to allow the use

of his name for official positions, He did his ut-

most to advance the welfare of the school system

and by his efficient service as a member of the

School Board was instrumental in promoting the

grade of scholarship in the Catasauqua schools. In

the Methodist Episcopal Church he served as Trus-

tee', Steward and Class-leader. He was recognized

as one of the best and most public-spirited citizens

of this community, and his death, October 1, 1894.

was deeply mourned.

j****ii3****'«

T~> DWIN F. ESHLEMAN, M. D., is a well

1^ C\ known and prosperous physician and sur-

geon of Parry ville, Carbon County, which

has been his home since September, 1893. He is

succeeding' in establishing a good practice in this

place, and enjoys the patronage of many of the

best families of the locality. He is a young man

of marked ability, and judging by what he has ac-

complished in the past, has a brilliant future in

store.

The birth of the Doctor occurred July 30, 1865,

in Lehigh County, his parents being Jacob and

Sophia (Werley) Eshleman, who are residents of

Lynn Township, Lehigh Count}'. In that town-

ship the boyhood of our subject was passed une-

ventfully, his time being divided between farm

work and attendance at the public schools. For

three terms he further pursued his studies in the

Pennsylvania State Normal School at Kutztown,

and subsequently he became a teacher. For six

terms he had charge of schools in North Whitehall

Township and in his home district. In 1890, while

still engaged in teaching school, he took up the

study of medicine by himself, and devoted much

time and energy to this work.

The young man entered the Jefferson Medical

College of Philadelphia in 1890, and pursued a

course of study for the next three years. He was

graduated from that celebrated institution after

completing the required course of instruction, May

2, 1893, and established himself in practice the fol-

lowing fall at this place. In order to keep thor-
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oughly abreast with the times and discoveries in

his profession, he became identified with the Le-

high Valley Medical Society, and subscribes to the

leading medical journals. In his political belief

he is a Republican, and religiously holds member-

ship with the Lutheran denomination.

In the year 1892 Dr. Eshleman was united in

marriage, in Lehigh County, with Miss Lizzie

Scheirer, who is a daughter of Charles Scheirer,

one of the respected and well-to-do residents of

that county. To the Doctor and his estimable wife

has been born a little son, to whom they have

given the name of Gerald. The young couple

have a pleasant home, and during their residence

in Parryville have made many sincere friends, by

whom they are held in high esteem.

FP. SEMMEL, a well known citizen of Le-

highton, claims Pennsylvania as the state

of his nativity, for he was born in Union-

ville, Lehigh County, on the 25th of April, 1847.

His grandfather came to America from Germany,

and was one of the earliest settlers of North White-

hall, Lehigh County, so that our subject is a rep-

resentative of one of the pioneer families of this

section of the state. He acquired his education in

the common schools, and in a private school in

Schnecksville, which his father, Joshua Semmel,

and other prominent citizens of that village in-

stituted.

After leaving the school room Mr. Semmel be-

gan to earn his own livelihood, serving as clerk in

various country stores in Lehigh County. He
was thus employed until 1864, when he came to

Lehighton, Carbon County, and served for two

years as Assistant Postmaster. On the expiration

of that period he began clerking for Thomas S.

Beck, and was afterwards manager and bookkeeper

in Joseph Obert's store, and in a pork packing es-

tablishment for several years.

Mr. Semmel was united in marriage with Miss

Sallie J. Heberling, daughter of the late Judge

Daniel Heberling. He then embarked in business

for himself, and was very successful in his under-

takings, earning a handsome competency. He was

connected with many important enterprises, being

interested in the Lehigh Stove & Manufacturing

Company, the Lehigh Valley Emery Wheel Com-
pany, the Continental Slate Company, and erected

some of the largest and finest business houses in

Lehighton, but in the financial crisis in 1877 he

lost heavily in all his enterprises. He then sold

out and was appointed Deputy Sheriff, in which

capacity he served during the exciting Molly Ma-

guire times, during which seven men were executed^

the duty devolving upon Sheriff J. W. Rauden-

bush and his deputy.

Mr. Semmel was twice elected Burgess of Le-

highton, and at various times was elected to fill

other municipal offices. He served as Deputy Pro-

thonotary of Carbon County, and in the various

positions which he filled, discharged his duties with

credit to himself and satisfaction to his constitu-

ents. He has lived during all this time in Lehigh-

ton, with the exception of three years spent in

Mauch Chunk and two years passed in Weatherly.

In politics he has been a life-long Democrat, and

was nominated as Register and Recorder by the

Democratic convention in 1890, but by trickery

in his own party, lost the election by a few votes.

Mr. Semmel is now serving as general eastern

manager of the Washington National Building &
Loan Association of Washington, D. C. His life

has been an honorable and uptight one, and he

stands highin the community, having the warm re-

gard of a large circle of friends and acquaintances.

VALENTINE F. NEUMAYER, a representa-

tive citizen of Normal Square, Mahoning

Township, Carbon County, is engaged in

the retail and wholesale butcher business, and by

his well known, honorable qualities has long com-

manded the confidence of the entire community.
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In addition to his regular pursuit, he has been to

some extent interested in farming and has derived

a good income from the manufacturer of bone

meal for fertilizing purposes.

Our subject's birth occurred in this county May

16, 1855. His father, Valentine Neumayer, was a

native of Alsace, Germany, and his mother, who

before her marriage was Emma Werstine, was a

native of Baden. The father emigrated to America

when about twenty years of age, and finally made

a settlement within the limits of Carbon County,

becoming a resident of Mahoning Township, where

he continued to live until his death, in the year

1879. The boyhood days of subject were passed

on his father's farm and for years he gave his time

largely to assisting in running the homestead. Such

education as he possesses was largely obtained in

the district schools in the neighborhood of his

home and in the Lehighton High School, where he

was a student for a short time.

When seventeen years of age, Mr. Neumayer be-

gan learning the butcher's business, serving an ap-

prenticeship of over three years at Lehighton, and

subsequently was employed in the green grocer's

trade at Mauch Chunk, Pa. About 1874, be com-

menced running on the Erie. Canal and as a sailor

on Lake Ontario, following that vocation for

several seasons. Returning to this county in 1881,

he was engaged in the wholesale and retail butch-

er's trade with J. H. Miller, under the firm name
of Miller & Co. Their main place of business was
at Coaldale, Schuylkill County, and the partner-

ship continued for a number of years. Of late Mr.
Neumayer has been alone in business at Normal
Square, and affords employment to two men in the

butchering department, and also employs other

help as he finds it necessary. He owns fifty-five

acres of land in Mahoning Township, on which he
keeps a hired man, but personally superintends its

management. He has been prospered in his busi-

ness ventures, and has a regular line of customers
whom he supplies.

In the year 1883 Mr. Neumayer married Savan-
nah Eberts, the daughter of Peter and Mary Eberts,
of Mahoning Township. To this union were born
three children, two of whom are living, namely:
Harry and Emma. Charles is deceased, Mr. and

Mrs. Neumayer are members of the Reformed

Church.

In his political affiliations, our subject is a Re-

publican, having been, identified with that party

since obtaining his majority: In all works of

public improvement, he takes an interested part

and is in favor of good educational facilities, and

of everything tending toward the elevation of

society. From his youth he has been obliged to

make his own livelihood, and by his own industri-

ous and persevering qualities has succeeded in his

various enterprises, becoming well-to-do.
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JOSEPH D. BETZ is Superintendent of the

Unger Blackboard Factory, one of the prom-

inent industries of Slatington, with which

he first became identified in 1883. He has

full control of the concern, which is one of the

largest in Pennsylvania, and which employs many

men during the busy season. The goods manu-

factured by the company are shipped to all parts

of the country. Our subject is a thorough work-

man, and has the details of the business at his

fingers' ends. In him his employers place the ut-

most confidence, both as to his faithfulness and

ability, for he has shown himself to be eminently

worthy of the trust.

A native of the Keystone State, Joseph D. Betz

was born in Schuylkill County on the 10th of

April, 1845. His parents were Isaac and Rebecca

(Hawk) Betz, also natives of Schuylkill County.

The early years of our subject were passed mainly

in Columbia County, this state, where he received

only limited school privileges, and when quite

young commenced learning the blacksmith's trade,

at which he worked for six years. Although he

had not yet attained his majority he was an expert

workman, possessing a thorough knowledge of the

various branches of the blacksmith's business, and

from 1867 until the present time has been contin-

uously engaged in the same occupation. Endowed
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with much mechanical ability, this talent has been

of great use to him in his enterprises.

In politics Mr. Betz affiliates with the Republi-

can party, and is a patriotic citizen, holding his

own interests secondary to those of the general

good. He belongs to the Patriotic Order Sons of

America, and is a member of the Knights of Malta.

With his wife, who was before her marriage Miss

Elizabeth Chester, he is an active worker in the

Methodist Episcopal Church of this city. This

worthy couple are the parents of four daughters

and a son, their names being as follows: Addie,

Ella, Bertha, Clara and Joseph, Jr. Temperate in

all his habits, Mr. Betz is a man of fine physique

and good health. He numbers many friends in

the best circles of the town, and being honorable

and upright in his business relations, well merits

the high regard of all.
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TILGHMAN DREISBACH is one of the

three Auditors of Franklin Township, and

is a well known citizen of Carbon County,

of which he is a native. He was born February

28, 1837, and grew to man's estate on his father's

farm, where he obtained a good knowledge of ag-

ricultural affairs. He received his early education in

the old-fashioned schools of his day, and has had

no advantages beyond those there afforded.

Daniel and Rebecca (Solt) Dreisbach, the parents

of our subject, were natives of the Keystone State,

and the ancestors of the father were long num-

bered among the early settlers of the Lehigh Val-

ley. Daniel Dreisbach was reared to the occupa-

tion of farming and became quite well-to-do. He
was the father of a large family, nine of whom are

living, and are named as follows: Salinda; Han-

nah, wife of Daniel Krum; Elizabeth, Mrs. Henry

Mertz; Harrison, Lewis, Tilghman, Joseph, Charles

and Amelia.

In 1858 Tilghman Dreisbach was married to

Mary A. Kreamer, and to them were born three

Children, namely: Julia A., wife of Dr. T. J. Solt;

Martha Rv Mrs. Orlando Boyer, and Lilly. Mrs.

Dreisbach is a sister of Dr. J. C. Kreamer, of

Aquashicola, whose biography appears elsewhere

in this volume. She is a native of this county,

and grew to Womanhood on her father's old home-

stead in Franklin Township.

Shortly after the close of the Civil War our sub-

ject began lumbering in Penn Forest Township,

this county, which business he followed for a num-
ber of years. He then returned to his farm in

Franklin Township, which he has operated ever

since. His place, which comprises ninety-eight

acres, is well cultivated and is one of the most de-

sirable farms in the vicinity. In March, 1865, our

subject enlisted in Company G, of the Two Hun-

dred and Fifteenth Pennsylvania Infantry, and

did guard duty in the states of Delaware and

Maryland for about four months. He has served

as a School Director in his home district for a

number of years, and has been President and

Treasurer of the Board. For several years he has

acted in the capacity of Auditor of the township,

and has given good satisfaction by his fidelity to

his duties. In politics he is a Republican, and

uses his influence in furthering every enterprise

for public improvement and advancement. He
enjoys the entire confidence of the business com-

munity in which he resides, his word being consid-

ered as good as his bond. A prominent member

of the United Evangelical Church, he has served

as a Class-leader and Trustee at various times, and

gives liberally of his means to the advancement of

church interests.

_=]
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AMUEL H. SCHNECK, dealer in furniture,

is one of Slatington's substantial and well

known. citizens. Pennsylvania claims him

as one of her own sons, for he was born in Craw-

ford County, August 26, 1842. His father, Jonas

Schneck, was a native of Lehigh County, whence he

removed to Crawford County, and there his death

occurred in 1844. He was a farmer by occupation.



256 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

The paternal grandfather, Henry Schneek, was also

a native of Lehigh County.

The progenitors of the Schneek family were

originally from Holland, and coming here in an

early day, were identified with the pioneer history

of this county. All honor is due to the sturdy

"sons of toil" who helped to make of Pennsylva-

nia a loyal and progressive state. The mother of

our subject, Magdelina Fry, was a native of Lehigh

County, where her father, Peter Fry, was an early

settler. Her death occurred in 1871, at the age of

sixty-two years.

At the age of six years Samuel Schneek removed

with his mother to Lehigh County, where he se-

cured a common-school education and engaged in

work on a farm. In 1857 he went to Allentown,

and was apprenticed to Price & Weaver for three

years to learn the cabinet-maker's trade. Imme-

diately upon completing his apprenticeship, in the

spring of 1861, he enlisted in Company G, Twen-

ty-fifth Regiment (known as the First Defenders),

being one of the very first to offer his services in

defense of the Flag. He was assigned to the Army
of the Potomac, serving for three months, and

then joined Company A, Ninth Pennsylvania Cav-

alry, commanded by Col. E. C. Williams, of Har-

risburg.

Mr. Schneek was then assigned to the Western

Army, where he rendered valuable service, partic-

ipating in about thirty engagements, the first im-

portant encounter being the battle of Perryville

Ky., October 8 and 9, 1862. He was with his com-
pany in the Carlton raid, through the states of

Kentucky and Tennessee and into Virginia, where

they cut off the supplies and burned the supply

trains in December, 1862. He participated in the

battles of Spring Hill (Tenn.), March 10, 1863;

Trione (Tenn.), June 11, 1863; Shelbyville (Tenn.),

June 28, 1863; Chickamauga (Tenn.), Septem-

ber 19-21, 1863; New Market (Ala.), October 6,

1863; Mossy Creek (Tenn.), December 26, 1863,

and Dandridge (Tenn.), January 16, 1864. The
same month he re-enlisted for three years. He
afterward returned to Macon, Ga.,and engaged in

the battles of Briar Creek, November 28, 1864,
Savannah, December 21, 1864, Johnson Station

(S. C), February 11, 1865, Benton ville (N. C),

March 19, 1865, and Raleigh (N. C), April 12,

1865. At the battle of Bentonville he was wounded

in the left knee. He was present at the surrender

of Johnston, and was mustered out at Lexington,

July 18, 1865.

At the close of the war Mr. Schneek returned to

Allentown, where he remained for a short time,

removing thence to Slatington in the spring of

1866. Here he embarked in the furniture business

in partnership with David Jacobs, under the firm

name of Jacobs & Schneek. Later he purchased

Mr. Jacobs' interest in the business, since which

time he has conducted it successfully on his own

account, and has built up an extensive and profit-

able trade.

In 1886 Mr. Schneek put up the building which

he at present occupies. The main room is 38x74

feet in dimensions, and the store room forty feet

square. Mr. Schneek makes a specialty of the com-

plete outfitting of homes, and his success in this

particular is well known, while his honorable, cour-

teous treatment of his customers gives them a con-

fidence in him which is never misplaced. He also

handles a complete line of carpets in finest Wilton,

Brussels, tapestry and ingrains, and carries a com-

plete stock of rugs, oil cloths, mats and matting.

In politics our subject is an influential Republi-

can, and has filled many offices of public trust.

He has serVed as President of the School Board,

and at present is Burgess of the town. Socially he

is a member of Slatington Lodge No. 440, F. & A.

M.; a charter member of the Patriotic Order Sons

of America, and Past Commander of Samuel Kress

Post No. 284, G. A. R. He is always interested in

whatever tends to promote the welfare of Slating-

ton and its citizens, and is one of its most influen-

tial men.

In 1868 occurred the marriage of our subject

and Miss Maria Crossley, of Lehigh County. She

is a daughter of Charles Crossley, of Pleasant Cor-

ners, in the county above mentioned. To this un-

ion have been born seven children, four sons and

three daughters. Ella A. is the wife of Mr. Hal-

deman, of the United States Navy. Clinton C. is

in business with his father. The others are Fred-

erick E., Winnie M., Frank Samuel, Lulu M. and

Lawrence J. Mr. and Mrs. Schneek are members
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of the Lutheran Church, and Mr. Schneck has been

an officer in the church for a number of years. It

is the desire of their friends that they may yet

live to spend many useful and happy years in their

beloved home.

:3#*§e:

HENRY D. GROSS, a business man of high

standing in Schnecksville, is the proprie-

tor of a general merchandise establish-

ment, and is also surveyor and Justice of the

Peace. He is a native of this county, and was born

December 2, 1849. His parents, Joel and Diana

(Fetherolf) Gross, were likewise natives of this

section, and the former died in 1891, when in his

eighty-second year. He passed the greater part

of his life in North Whitehall Township, but for

several years prior to his decease was living re-

tired in Allentown.

The great-grandfather of our subject was the

founder of this branch of the family in America.

He was a man held in the highest esteem, and made

farming his life occupation. Henry, of this sketch,

received his preliminary education in the public

schools of his native place, after which he attended

the Ft. Edward (N. Y.) Institute for eighteen

months, and later was a student in the Dickinson

Seminary at Williamsport, this state. While in

New York he took a course in surveying, and after-

ward obtained practical experience with his uncle,

Peter Gross, who was an expert in that work.

For a number of years our subject clerked in

his father's store, and also filled the same position

for a short time in the establishment of Bertolet &
Bear. In 1890 he opened a dry-goods house of

his own, and carries a full line of goods, which he

retails at popular prices. He has a large trade

throughout the surrounding country, and his an-

nual sales amount to $20,000. His stock is valued

fit $10,000, and includes carefully chosen goods

suited to the growing needs of the people of the

section over which his trade extends. He is very

popular, and is one of those men whose energies

and talent will allow of their engaging in various

branches of business with success. Besides the

enterprises already mentioned he owns a one-third

interest in the hardware establishment of Gross,

Fritzinger & Co., and is the proprietor of sixty

acres of land. In 1890 he was appointed Post-

master of Schnecksville, where he also owns Hotel

Gross.

Mr. Gross is serving his third term as Justice of

the Peace, having first been elected in 1882. Polit-

ically he is a stanch believer in the principles of

the Republican party, and gives it his hearty sup-

port. He is connected with the German Reformed

Church, which he is now serving as Trustee, and

has been Deacon. In 1874 Miss Louisa Hunsicker

became the wife of our subject, and to them has

been born a son, Oliver.

FREDERICK G. IBACH, M. D., who is now
engaged in the practice of medicine in

Mauch Chunk, has won a high reputation

for skill and ability in the line of his profession in

Carbon County, and in consequence receives from

the public a liberal patronage, which he well de-

serves. The Doctor is a native of the Keystone

State, his birth having occurred in Newmanstown,

Lebanon County, in 1858. His father, William

H. Ibach, was for many years well known and a

successful teacher in Lebanon and adjoining coun-

ties, but later engaged in merchandising. His

death occurred in 1874. His wife bore the maiden

name of Rebecca Shultz, and she was a daughter

of Frederick Shultz.

The subject of this sketch spent the days of his

boyhood and youth in his father's home, and in

the public schools. Later he attended the Palati-

nate College of Myerstown, Pa., and when his

education in that direction was completed he be-

gan fitting himself for his life work. He first read

medicine with Dr. Dennis of Myerstown, and later

entered the Jefferson Medical College of Philadel-

phia, from which he was graduated in the year

1879. He had been a close student of his profes-
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sion, and all that was now needed to make him a

skilled physician was practice. He first opened an

office in Akron, Lancaster County, Pa., where he

remained for four and a-half years, during which

time he did a very good business. On the expira-

tion of that period, in 1884, he came to Mauch

Chunk. For ten years he has been numbered

among its successful and leading physicians, and

for the past five years has been devoting his time

to treatment of diseases of the eye.

. In 1889 the Doctor was married, the lady of his

choice being Miss Caroline B. Leisenring, daughter

of Charles Leisenring, of East Mauch Chunk. The

Doctor is a Censor of the Medico-Chirurgical So-

ciety, and also a member of the Lehigh Valley

Medical Society. He takes a prominent part in

Masonic circles, has filled all the offices in his

lodge, including that of Eminent Commander, and

is now High Priest. In manner he is social and

pleasant, apd his cheery presence in the sick-room,

as well as his medicine, is undoubtedly of great

benefit to his patients. All who know him esteem

him highly, and among his professional brethren

he occupies a foremost rank.

^-IMM -{—

* EONARD YAEGER, one of the highly es-

| C) teemed citizens of Mauch Chunk, who for

many years was prominently connected

with the business interests of this place as a manu-
facturer of furniture, was born in Baden, Germany,
on the 26th of October, 1824, and is a son of Mel-
ehisedeck and Elizabeth (Fosetel) Taeger, who were
also natives of Germany. The family lived in the

Fatherland until 1834, when the parents with their

children bade adieu to the old home and crossed
the broad Atlantic to America. They landed at

New York City, whence they went to Newark, N.
J., and then came to Pennsylvania. Here they
took up their residence in Bethlehem, and finally

settled in Allentown, where the subject of this

sketch grew to manhood.

Mr. Yaeger, of this notice, was a child of only

ten summers when the family emigrated to the

United States. He attended school until thirteen

years of age, and then began life for himself. He
was a mere boy, but since that time has been

dependent upon his own resources, and the success

he has achieved is therefore due to his own efforts.

He first began working with George Detrick, a

cabinetmaker, with whom he served a three years'

apprenticeship. On the expiration of that period

he went to Philadelphia, where he worked at his

trade for two years. We next find him in New-

ark, N. J., where he spent six months, and after-

ward in New York City, where he remained for a

year and a-half.

Mr. Yaeger then returned to his old home, but af-

ter a short time, in 1846, he came to Mauch Chunk.

He worked for others for a few months, and then

began business on his own account, manufacturing

furniture. This he continued for many years, his

business constantly increasing until he was at the

head of a large factory. He received orders from

many places, and his extensive trade yielded him a

handsome income which made him one of the sub-

stantial citizens of the community. At length he

determined to retire from active life, and in 1888

sold out to his two sons, William L. and George

J., who now continue the business under the Arm

name of Yaeger Bros., and like their father they

enjoy a good trade.

In 1847 was celebrated, the marriage of Mr. Yae-

ger and Miss Catherine S. Esser, of Allentown,

daughter of John Esser. They became the parents

of seven children, six of whom are yet living:

Alice, now the wife of L. F. Geiring, of Bethlehem,

Pa.; Hannah, wife of H. Hohl, of Mauch Chunk;

Emily, now the wife of W. J. Thompson, of Phila-

delphia; Mary, wife of R. G. Ross, of this city; and

William F. and George J., who compose the firm

of Yaeger Bros., manufacturers of furniture.

Mr. Yaeger has been a Director of the Second

National Bank for a number of years, but is now

practically living a retired life, spending the most

of his time in looking after his interests. In poli-

tics he is a supporter of the Democratic party, and

is a member of the First Presbyterian Church. He

has long been a public-spirited and progressive

citizen, ever ready to advance the best interests of
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the community. He always carefully looked after

the details of his business, and his sagacity, enter-

prise and straightforward dealings were the im-

portant factors in his success. He has won the con-

fidence and esteem of all with whom he has been

brought in contact, and throughout the community

he is held in the highest regard.

JAMES H. WILHELM, paymaster of the Le-

high Valley Railroad Company, is a native

of Northampton County, Pa., the date of

his birth being March 10, 1830. His father,

Daniel Wilhelm, was also a native of that locality,

and engaged in the manufacture of boots and

shoes, following that business for many years.

After attaining his majority he was united in mar-

riage with Miss Anna M. Beck, of Northampton

County. His death occurred in 1861. The Wil-

helms are of German lineage.

The gentleman whose name heads this record

spent the days of his boyhood and youth in his

parents' home, and after attending the public

schools in the neighborhood for several terms,

pursued his studies in Nazareth Hall, a Moravian

school. When his education was completed he be-

gan clerking, after which he embarked in the cloth-

ing business in Nazareth, Northampton County.

This proved a profitable investment, and he car-

ried it on until 1858, when he sold out and be-

came a clerk in the general office of the Lehigh

Valley Railroad Company. After a few years he

was promoted to the position of paymaster, which

he has now held for twenty-five years'. His con-

nection with the road covers a period of thirty-

four years. He is one of its oldest and most trusted

employes, faithful to every task devolving upon

him. For the past quarter of a century he has

been located at Mauch Chunk, and devotes his en-

tire time and attention to his business interests.

In 1856 Mr. Wilhelm was married to Miss Maria

Leibfried, of Nazareth, who died in 1858, leaving

one daughter, Alice C, now Mrs. Samuel Carpen-

ter, of Mauch Chunk. For his second wife Mr.

Wilhelm chose Miss Martha M. Weaver, daughter

of Jacob Weaver, and by their union were born

three children, namely: Maggie, who died in 1892;

Calvin W., who is employed in the paymaster's

department by his father, and is a member of the

School Board, and W.Herman, who was graduated

from West Point in the Class of '88. He is now
in the Tenth Infantry in the Regular Army, with

headquarters in New Mexico.

In connection with his other interests, our sub-

ject is also paymaster of the Lehigh Valley Coal

Companj', and is Treasurer of the Lehigh Valley

Relief Company, which position he has filled for

sixteen years, or since its organization. He is a

Director in theLinderman National Bank of Mauch
Chunk, and is President of the J. H. Wilhelm

Building & Loan Association of Mauch Chunk.

Whatever he undertakes he carries forward to a

successful completion, and his industry and good

management have been of valuable service in pro-

moting many enterprises. He has been called to

fill public offices, and has served as a member of

the City Council, and also of the School Board.

Both he and his wife hold membership with the

Moravian Church of Nazareth, and are highly re-

spected citizens, who have many warm friends in

the community. The honorable, upright life of

Mr. Wilhelm is one well worthy of emulation, and

with pleasure we present to our readers this record

of his life.

HENRY W. BLOSS is one of the leading

business men of Slatedale, and one of the

most enterprising. He was formerly Presi-

dent of the Lion Slate Company, and manager of

their quarry near that place. The company was

organized in 1890 with Mr. Bloss as President;

David Merkle, of Allentown, Secretary, and A. D.

Dresher, also of that city, as Treasurer.

Our subject is a native of this county, and was

born June 19, 1857, to Joel and Sarah Bloss, the

former of whom was a native of Washington Town-
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ship, where he was a prominent farmer. He is still

living, and makes his home on a fine estate near

Slatedale. The parental family included besides

our subject James F., Benneville J. and Alvin.

Our subject grew to manhood on the homestead,

and when of age started out in life for himself.

He was engaged in the lumber business for a num-

ber of years, supplying the Lehigh Valley Railroad

Company with ties. His next venture was in the

slate quarrying and manufacturing business at

Slatedale, having associated with him in the enter-

prise L. Fink and W. Mersher. This partnership

existed for a number of years, and in 1893 Mr.

Bloss organized the Lion Slate Companjr
, which

manufactures all kinds of roofing slate and black-

boards of the very best quality. It gives employ-

ment to about thirty-five men, and a traveling

salesman is kept on the road, selling the product

of the factory throughout the United States. Mr.

Bloss has sold his interest in the company, how-
ever, and now devotes his entire time to the lumber

business.

Henry W. Bloss was married in 1877 to Miss

Elvina, daughter of Henry Kern, of Washington
Township, this county. Their union has been

blessed by the birth of three children: Clinton J.,

Lillie and Carrie. Our subject is a thoroughly
upright, honest man, always dealing fairly and
squarely by all, and his estimable character, as well

as his capability, has given him an important place

among the business men of Slatedale. He is inter-

ested in the cause of education, and as School Di-
rector has promoted it in every way possible. In

politics he is a stanch Republican.
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JUDGE ALLEN CRAIG, present Judge of the

Forty-third Judicial District of Pennsylva-
nia, is one of the most prominent citizens of
Mauch Chunk, having more than a state-

wide reputation on account of the leading position
which he occupies at the Bar and in political cir-

cles. He has steadily worked his way upward
until he is now in the front rank among his breth-

ren of the legal fraternity, and his success is the

crown of merit and ability.

Judge Craig was born on Christmas Day of

1835, in Lehigh Gap, which was then in Northamp-

ton County, but is now in Carbon County, and

within the limits df the latter county his entire

life has been passed. The Craig family is of Scotch-

Irish extraction, and the ancestors emigrated from

Ireland and located in Northampton County, Pa.,

in 1728. The grandfather, Gen. Thomas Craig,

served under Arnold in the French and Indian

War, and commanded the Third Pennsylvania

Regiment during the struggle for independence.

Capt. Thomas Craig, the father of Judge Craig,

was proprietor of the old Lehigh Gap Inn, at Le-

high Gap, and was also engaged in merchandising,

lumbering, and ran a stage line between Easton and

Mauch Chunk. He became a very prominent citi-

zen of Carbon County, and took an active interest

in political and public affairs. He married Cather-

ine Hagenbuch, daughter of John Hagenbuch.

The subject of this sketch remained in Lehigh

Gap until sixteen years of age, during which time

he attended the public schools, and in a private

school prepared for College under the tutelage of

Rev. John Vanderveer. He then entered Lafayette

College, in eastern Pennsylvania, in 1851, and on

the completion of the classical course was gradu-

ated from that institution in 1855. Soon after-

ward he took up the study of law with Hon. Milo

M. Dimmick, and after a thorough preparation

was admitted to the Bar at Mauch Chunk in June,

1858. His abilities, natural and acquired, hare

well fitted him for his chosen profession. He is a

man of deep research, a careful student, and pos-

sesses oratorical powers of a high order. His ar-

guments' are logical and convincing, his speech

clear and forcible, and on all the important cases

tried in Carbon County he has been found either

as defendant or prosecutor. His ability was soon

known, and won recognition in a large and exten-

sive practice, which from the beginning has con-

stantly increased.

Judge Craig was married, in 1866, to Miss Anna

I. Douglas, who is a native of Pennsylvania, but

was reared and educated in Connecticut. Four

children have been born of their union, two sons
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and two daughters: Douglas, Harry, Hattie and

J
Gay.

The Judge has done much for the upbuilding of

the city in which he makes his home, through his

connection with many of its leading enterprises.

He was for many years a Director of the First Na-

tional Bank of Mauch Chunk, and was also with

the gas and water companies. His support and

hearty co-operation are ever given to those enter-

prises which are calculated to promote the general

welfare. He has also had an honorable political

career. In 1859 he was elected District Attorney

of Carbon County for a term of three years on the

Democratic ticket, and in 1865 he was elected to

represent Carbon and Monroe Counties in the

State Legislature. He held that office for three

successive terms of one year each, and in 1878 was

elected State Senator for a term of four years,

from the districts comprising Carbon, Monroe and

Pike Counties. Ably did he perform the duties

of the office, proving in both houses a most capa-

ble member, working earnestly for the best inter-

ests of those whom he represented. In 1893 he

was elected Judge of the Forty-third Judicial Dis-

trict, and is now acceptably filling that office. No
more capable man could have been selected for the

position, for his thirty-five years of law practice

and a keen, cool judgment make him well adapted

for the Bench. His decisions are the result of

careful and earnest deliberation.

In manner Judge Craig is' always courteous

and agreeable, possessed of a genial humor and

social tendencies which make him a delightful

companion. He is one of the best informed men
of the state, his school privileges having been sup-

plemented by extensive reading and study in later

years. He was appointed one of the Trustees and

superintended the erection of the Dimmick Memo-
rial Library Building, which was provided for by
the will of Milton Dimmick. He served for a short

time in the war, jn 1862, as a member of the Nine-

teenth Pennsylvania Infantry, and has taken a

prominent part in Grand Army affairs. When it

was proposed to erect a monument "To all the

brave defenders of the Union from the county of

Carbon," Mr. Craig was chosen Chairman of the

building committee, and labored earnestly until

the completion of the monument and its dedica-

tion, September 28, 1886. He is a great favorite

with the boys in blue, and few public meetings and

camp fires have been held in Mauch Chunk at

which he has not been called upon to address his

old army comrades.
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T7> LIAS R. BENNER is one of the wide-awake,

J^ O energetic and successful business men of

Shoenersville. He has made his own way
in life, and is in the enjoyment of a competency

that is the result Of his unaided efforts. He is car-

rying on a large business as a general merchant,

having his establishment stocked with a large vari-

ety of dry goods, groceries, hardware, hats, caps,

boots, shoes, flour, feed, etc. He is also a manu-

facturer of and dealer in cigars, and agent for sew-

ing machines and the celebrated Estey & Camp
organs.

Mr. Benner is a native of Bucks County, and

was born June 2, 1841, to William and Nancy

(Rothrock) Benner, who were also natives of that

county. Elias R. lived on his father's farm until

attaining mature years, in the meantime attending

the district school. The knowledge gained therein

was later supplemented by a course in the Bucks

County Normal and Classical School, after which

he taught in the public schools of Shoenersville

for seven years.

In 1870 our subject established himself in the

mercantile business in this place. He has become

well known over a large territory, and as a business

man has ever occupied a high position in the esti-

mation of his fellow-citizens. Mr. Benner was

married in 1866 to Miss Belinda Lapp, a native of

Northampton County, by whom he has become the

father of three children: Harry, Lizzie and Allen.

Mr. Benner has always been ready for any

movement which seemed to promise well for his

neighborhood, and has made a favorable impres-

sion on all with whom he has come in contact.

Since 1870 he has been Postmaster of Shoeners-
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ville, and is fit present serving as Treasurer of

Hanover Township. He is a devoted member of the

Lutheran Church, and has been Secretary of the

Board in his congregation. He is a stanch Demo-

crat in politics. He is Secretary and Treasurer of

the Shoenersville Cemetery Association, and the

duties thus devolving upon him are executed in a

faithful and earn est spirit. Socially he is a Knight

of the Golden Eagle at Catasauqua.
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HENRY BITTNER, proprietor of the Bitt-

ner House in Slatington, is a native of

this county, having been born December

2, 1844. His father, Henry Bittner, Sr., was also

born in this section, and until his decease, in 1882,

was engaged in farm pursuits.

The paternal grandfather of our subject was a

native of Germany, and on coming to America in

an early day, located in Lehigh County, where he

followed the occupation of an agriculturist. His

wife prior to her marriage was Mary Bear, the

daughter of Benjamin Bear, also a tiller of the soil.

Mrs. Bittner was born in this county, and departed

this life in 1876.

Our subject passed his boyhood days in attend-

ance at the district school, and when old enough
worked on his father's farm. This he continued
until 1867, when he left home, and coming to Slat-

ington, embarked in the hotel business, with which
he has been connected very successfully since. In
1887 he erected his present fine building, known
as the Bittner House. It is a model of architect-

ural beauty, and is patterned after a famous sum-
mer resort hotel. It is four stories in height, heated
throughout with steam,- lighted by electricity, and
in fact is a modern hotel in all its appointments.
It contains forty-eight sleeping apartments, hand-
somely furnished, elegant parlors, cozy reading-
room, and the entire building is surrounded by a
piazza.

Mr. Bittner takes an active part in all public en-
terprises and improvements, and in politics always

casts a vote for Democratic candidates. Socially

he is a member of the Patriotic Order Sons of

America, the Knights of the Golden Eagle, and a

charter member of the Knights of Malta.

In 1867 Henry Bittner and Miss Ellen Benninger

were united in marriage. The lady was born in

Lehigh Gap, and is the daughter of Philip Ben-

ninger, an early settler of the county. To them

has been granted a family of two daughters: Lilly

Cora, now the wife of Artie Queen, of Slatington,

and Anna, Mrs. John W. Balliet, also residing in

that place.

Our subject is truly a self-made man, and has by

careful attention to every detail of business, hon-

esty in all his dealings, and by shrewdness and in-

tegrity, gained a goodly portion of this world's

goods, and what is better than that, the confidence

and esteem of the entire community. He is one

of the most successful hotel men in the eastern por-

tion of the state, and is well patronized by the

traveling public. He has a beautiful residence in

Slatington, where with his wife he entertains their

hosts of warm friends, who are numbered among

the best people of the county.

PATRICK LAWLER is now serving as Com-

missioners' Clerk of Carbon County, and

now makes his home in Nesquehoning. He

is a wide-awake and enterprising citizen, devoted

to the best interests of the community, and with

pleasure we present to our readers this record of

his life work. He is a native of the Emerald Isle,

his birth having occurred in that country in 1851.

His parents were John and Mary (Brady) Lawler,

and with their family they crossed the Atlantic to

America in 1855. They took up their residence

in Carbon County, and for many years the father

worked in the coal mines, in that way earning a

livelihood for his wife and children. His death

occurred in 1866, and Mrs. Lawler, who long sur-

vived him, was called to her final rest in 1888.

The subject of this sketch is the eldest in the

family of five children, three sons and two daugh-
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ters. He was only four years of age when he came

to America, and hence his entire life has practi-

cally been spent in Carbon County. He spent his

youth in his parents' home, and acquired his edu-

cation in the public schools of Nesquehoning. On

leaving the schoolroom he sought and obtained

employment in the coal mines, where he remained

for a time, after which he began clerking in a gen-

eral store. Later he began business on his own

account, opening up a stock of general merchan-

dise in Nesquehoning, where he soon built up

a successful trade. He carried a good stock, and

by courteous treatment and fair dealing won a

liberal patronage, and his commercial career was

one of success. In this line he continued until

1890.

In 1880 Mr. Lawler was married, the lady of his

choice being Miss Sarah Brogan, of South Heber-

ton, Luzerne County, Pa. Their union has been

blessed with a family of two children, sons, Will-

iam P. and Vincent.

In 1890 Mr. Lawler sold his stock of goods in

Nesquehoning, but he yet retains possession of his

store building and a good residence in that place.

He was in that j'ear appointed Commissioners'

Clerk of the Courts, and has since filled that office

in a creditable and acceptable manner, now serv-

ing his fourth year. He is faithful to every trust

reposed in him, whether public or private, and his

life has been an honorable and upright one. All

who know him esteem him highly, and in the his-

tory of the county he well deserves representation.

^**«§^

ROBERT KERN. Lehigh County is justly

proud of her native-born citizens, who
are honorably bearing their share in sus-

taining her interests and extending her wealth.

Among these is the subject of this biographical re-

view, who is engaged in the coal business in Frank-

lin in company with his son, Weston II., under
the name of Robert Kern & Son. He likewise

owns a valuable estate of eighty-four acres in

Washington Township, and is one of its most pro-

gressive and enlightened farmers.

Our subject was born in this county December

22, 1833, and is the son of Nicholas and Elizabeth

(Hartman) Kern, likewise natives of the above

place, the former of whom departed this life in

1868. The family is an old and representative

one in this section. Our subject and his brother

Paul are the only surviving members of the pa-

rental family. The former was reared in his na-

tive county and received such an education as the

common schools of the day afforded. To that

foundation he has added by reading and observa-

tion, his effort being to keep himself well informed

regarding current events and topics of general in-

terest.

Our subject followed farm pursuits until 1890,

when he abandoned that life, and has since given

his attention to his various other enterprises. For

a short time during the war he carried on the

butchering business, and for the past twenty years

he has been an auctioneer, filling that position at

all kinds of public sales.

In 1871 Mr. Kern established himself in the coal

business in Franklin, having for his first partner

Tilghman Kuntz, the firm name being Kuntz &
Kern. This partnership was dissolved several years

later, at which time our subject took his son, Wes-

ton H., into partnership. They have a large pat-

ronage, and conduct their affairs in such an hon-

orable and upright manner as to win the respect

and regard of all who know them.

Mr. Kern was united in marriage in the year

1853 to Miss Julia A., daughter of Joseph Peter,

now deceased. Mrs. Kern is a native of this coun-

ty, and the mother of seven children: Erasmus F.,

Henrietta, Oliver F.; Ida, the wife of Rev. J. W.

Roth; Flora, Mrs. 0. S. Peter; Robert A. and

Weston H. Our subject has been a life-long resi-

dent of Washington Township. In politics he

casts a Democratic vote, and has been candidate

before the county Democratic convention for the

office of County Commissioner on three different

occasions, but as many times failed to get the

nomination.

Religiously Mr. Kern is a member of the Evan-

gelical Association, in which he has held the office
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of Trustee at Slatington for many years. He is

serving at present as Treasurer of the Sunday-

school. He is very public spirited and enterpris-

ing, and is serving his third term as Assistant As-

sessor. He has also been Tax Collector of his

township, and socially is a prominent Odd Fellow,

and also belongs to the Masonic fraternity.

^^^#l£3liH^«8-spH*£^&^&^e^_

JOHN A. KRESSLY, M. D., D. D. S., who
ranks among the well known and progressive

members of the medical profession in Lehigh

County, enjoys the confidence and good will

of its residents, and it is therefore with pleasure

that we present this brief outline of his history to

our readers. He is at present residing in New
Tripoli, and was born in the above county April

4, 1862. His parents, Israel and Eliza J. (Boone)

Kressly, were natives respectively of this and
Schuylkill Counties. Mrs. Kressly, now deceased,

was a direct descendant of Daniel Boone, of Ken-
tucky fame. The father is still living, making h'is

home in Lynn Township well advanced in years.

Our subject was reared to man's estate in this

county, and received his primary education in the

district schools of Lynn Township. He afterward

attended the Millersburg Normal for three summer
sessions, and for five years subsequently taught
the public school in Lynnville, where he became a

teacher of considerable note. In 1885 he entered

the Pennsylvania Dental College, from which he
was graduated in the spring of 1887. In the fall

of that year he entered Hahnemann Medical Col-
lege at Philadelphia, where he took the regular
course of four terms, and graduated with the de-
gree of M. D. In 1889 Dr. Kressly located in New
Tripoli, where he soon built up a large and lucra-
tive practice, and is now recognized as one of
the most prominent physicians of northern Lehigh
County.

Dr. Kressly and Miss Laura, daughter of Elias
5. Snyder, were united in marriage in 1890. The
lady was born in Lynn Township, and by her

union with our subject has become the mother of

a daughter, Roma. Socially the Doctor is identi-

fied with the Junior Order of United American

Mechanics and Grand Council No. 204 at New
Tripoli, of which he is now a Past Counselor. In

politics he is an ardent worker in the ranks of tie

Republicans, and is greatly interested in the suc-

cess of his party.

The Doctor is a member of the Lehigh Valley

Homeopathic Medical Society, and is public spir-

ited, liberal and enterprising. He is closely iden-

tified with the best interests of the place, and none

are more active in promoting its welfare than he

is. A devoted member of the Lutheran Church,

he enjoys the full confidence of the church with

which he is connected.

^§>*<§^

r UTHER CAMPBELL, D. D. S., the popu-

I O lar dentist of Slatington, of which place

he is also Burgess, was born in Milton,

Northumberland County, August 25, 1848. He is

the son of Jacob Campbell, a native of Bucks

County, but a resident of Northumberland County

at the time of his death, which occurred February

15, 1854, when he was thirty-eight years of age.

He conducted a good business as a saddler and

harness-maker, having an extensive establishment

on Broadway, Milton, Pa. In politics he was a

stanch Whig. His wife, the mother of our sub-

ject, bore the maiden name of Mary Deeter. She

was born in Bucks County, and departed this life

while residing in Slatington, June 1, 1892, at the

age of seventy-four years. The Campbells origi-

nally came from Scotland, and the first of the fam-

ily to make their home in America located in this

state.

Luther, the subject of this sketch, spent his boy-

hood andyouth in Milton, where he received a good

common-school education, afterward entering the

Classical Institute of that place, of which Rev.

William T. Wylie was Professor and President.

At this institution ex-Govs. James Pollock and
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Andrew 6. Curtin received their first instruction,

and it was classed among the best schools of the

day. After graduating he entered the mercantile

establishment of Isaac Brown, continuing with him

for five years. About this time, deciding to make

dentistry his profession in life, he began his studies

under the instruction of Dr. H. C. Sticker, of Mil-

ton, Pa., remaining in his office for a period of two

years.

Dr. Campbell located in Slatington in 1870, im-

mediately opened an office, and has been engaged

in the practice of dentistry ever since. He has a

finely equipped office, and is prepared to do all

kinds of dental work in a first-class manner.

Among his patients are officers and employes of

the different railroads communicating with the city,

and citizens and residents throughout the Lehigh

Valley.

The Doctor served in the Council five years, and

as City Treasurer in 1891, in the spring of 1893

was elected Burgess of Slatington on the Republi-

can ticket, and was mainly instrumental in build-

ing a new reservoir for the present system of water

supply for Slatington, one of the finest in the Le-

high Valley, by which the water is conveyed to the

city direct from the reservoir on the borough prop-

erty. He was also instrumental in securing the arc

lights with which the town is lighted, and in the

purchasing of a steam fire engine for the Fire De-

partment. He has thus made great improvement

in both the Water and Fire Departments, and in

fact, has taken an active part in all enterprises

that would prove of benefit to the community.

In February, 1873, Dr. Campbell was mavried to

Miss Flora, daughter of Lewis C. Smith. Mrs.

Campbell departed this life August 15, 1885, leav-

ing five children: Carrie, Annie, Frank, Percy and
Marion. Annie died in 1876, aged eleven months
and eleven days. September 11, 1889, the Doctor

was married to his present wife, who prior to that

event was known as Ada L. Misson. Her father,

David B. Misson, was formerly a resident of Mon-
roe County, Pa. To this union two sons have
been born, the elder now deceased. The Doctor
is a genial, affable gentleman, a wide-awake busi-

ness man, and one of the most popular citizens of

Slatington. With bis estimable wife he belongs to

the Presbyterian Church, and the family occupy a

beautiful residence in the city.

The following is a statement of Dr. Campbell's

lodge record: He was initiated into Slatington

Lodge No. 624, 1. O. 0. F., March 14, 1871, and
October 7, 1873, was installed Noble Grand of his

lodge. He served as Secretary from April 5, 1881,

to April 1, 1890, and was a charter member of the

Encampment branch of that order.

The Masonic life of Dr. Campbell began July 10,

1873, when he was entered in Slatington Lodge
No. 440, F. & A. M. He was raised to the sublime

degree of Master Mason September 4 of the same

year, and afterward served as Junior and Senior

Warden, and Master and Secretary of his lodge.

He was marked as a Chapter Mason in Allen Chap-

ter No. 203, R. A. M., in Allentown, May 17, 1886;

dubbed and created a Sir Knight in Allen Com-
mandery, No. 20, November 11 of the same year;

became a member of the different bodies of Cald-

well Consistory S. P. R. S., Thirty-second Degree,

Ancient, Accepted Scottish Rite, at Bloomsburg

March 17, 1887; was admitted and constituted a

Noble of the Mystic Shrine of Lu Lu Temple of

Philadelphia June 6, 1888, and throughout his

Masonic career . has proved himself a worthy

brother of the "Mystic Tie."

^* m «< < < <.* t«, i.

JOHN W. BALLIET, of Slatington, is one of

the wealthy and influential citizens of the

county. He was born in the town of Bow-

mans, Carbon County, this state, December

16, 1869, and is the son of John Balliet, whose birth

occurred at Balliettsville, this county, November

13, 1819.

The father of our subject received a very meager

education. When quite young he began working

among the charcoal furnaces, in this manner be-

coming thoroughly acquainted with the business.

Later, in partnership with his brothers, Paul and

Aaron, he embarked in the charcoal business, pur-

chasing furnaces at Balliettsville, and held the po-

sition of Superintendent of the company. They
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soon afterward removed their plant to East Penn

Township, Carbon County, where they became

connected with the East Penn Charcoal Furnace,

which was subsequently, in 1862, partially de-

stroyed by a freshet. John Balliet also owned

furnaces in other portions of the state, and at the

same time was the possessor of considerable valu-

able real estate.

The father of our subject was married to Miss

Amanda Rehrig, a native of East Penn Township,

Carbon County, and to them was born a family

of ten children, five of whom are still living. The

elder Mr. Balliet departed this life January 5,

1885, leaving his widow, who now resides in Slat-

ington. He was a man widely known throughout

the state as one of its most prominent citizens.

He was a Director in the Slatington Bank for a

number of years, had an interest in the Lehigh

Iron Company at Aineyville, the Coplay Iron

Companj' at Coplay, and was a member of the

City Council for a number of years. Thus it will

be seen that he was very active in the business and
political life of Slatington.

John W. Balliet, of this sketch, was quite young
when he removed with his parents to this city, and
received his primary education in the common
schools. When a lad of sixteen years, he became
a student in Wyoming Seminary, at Kingston, Pa.,

where he remained for two and one-half years, and
then entered the State Normal at Kutztown. After

completing his education, he embarked in busi-

ness at Bowmans, and several years later engaged
with his father in conducting a planing mill and
lumber business.

In April, 1890, our subject became associated

with his father-in-law, Henry Bittner, in the hotel

business, and during the time in which he was thus
employed proved himself to be a wide-awake and
enterprising hotel man. In politics he has always
been a Republican, believing in protection to home
industries. Socially he is a prominent Mason,
holding membership with Slatington Lodge No.
440, and is a charter member of the Knights of
Malta and the Knights of the Golden Eagle. He
is connected with the Junior Order of United
American Mechanics, and belongs to the Patriotic
Order Sons of America. Mr. Balliet has always

taken an active part in politics, and when a young

man of twenty-one years was elected Secretary of

the Lehigh County Republican Convention. March

11, 1893, he was elected to the City Council for a

term of three years, polling the largest vote ever

known in Slatington. He is Secretary of the Poor

Fund,^,nd holds the same position in the French

Coach Horse Association, of which he was one of

the organizers. He is a member of the Slatington

Gun Club, belongs to Fire Company No. 1 in the

city, and also to Vigilant Fire Company No. 2.

July 28, 1888, John W. Balliet was united in

marriage with Miss Annie, daughter of Henry

Bittner, who is one of the wealthy and prominent

citizens of Slatington. To them have been born

a son and daughter: Henry John and Irene Ellen.

Our subject is a valued member of the Reformed

Church, to which he contributes regularly and lib-

erally of his means.

WILLOUGHBY B. KERN. The subject

of this sketch is a man much respected

in business and social circles, and one

who by his strict morality and integrity of pur-

pose has furnished an excellent example to others.

He is at present the proprietor of a fine mercan-

tile establishment in Neffsville, which is 19x50 feet

in dimensions. It is stocked with a full line of

groceries, dry goods, boots and shoes, and, in fact,

everything needful in the city or country house-

hold. In 1885 Mr. Kern formed a partnership

with A. P. Andrews, and together they carried on

a mercantile business until March, 1893, since

which time our subject has been the sole pro-

prietor.

W. B. Kern, of this sketch, was born in Novem-

ber, 1843, and is the son of Daniel and Eliza

(Best) Kern. He was reared on a farm in Wash-

ington Township, and remained there until 1882,

when he removed to Neffsville. He later drifted

into the mercantile business, which he has followed
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since that time with more than ordinary success.

His father, who belonged to an old and prominent

family of this county, died in 1890, and the

mother, who is now three-score and ten years of

age, is still living, making her home with our

subject.

In 1863 W. B. Kern and Miss Eliza Schneck

were united in marriage, and their union has re-

sulted in the birth of six children: Alice, who is

the wife of 0. G. Mosher; Herbert, Annie and J.

Byron, and two who are deceased. Religiously our

subject is an active member of the Reformed

Church, which he has served as Treasurer. In ad-

dition to his mercantile establishment, he owns a

farm of one hundred acres located in "Washing-

ton Township, besides business and residence prop-

erty in Neffsville. He has a number of warm

friends, who recognize him as a leader among

men and one entirely capable of fulfilling any

duty imposed upon him in a most satisfactory

manner. This confidence he showed was well

placed when, June 3, 1889, he was appointed Post-

master of Neffsville.

i§L Mm. *@l

ry HARLES E. DELCAMP, M. D., who is suc-

y j cessfully engaged in the practice of med-

icine in Lehighton, occupies an enviable

position among his professional brethren in Car-

bon County, his skill and ability winning him a

high reputation. A native of Schuylkill County,

Pa., he was born February 26, 1844, and is a son

of Peter and Sarah (Willdermontb) Delcamp, who
were also natives of Schuylkill County. The Del-

camp family is of French origin, and was founded
in America by the great-grandfather of our subject,

a native of France, who with others emigrated to

the American shore, where he and all his comrades
were captured by the Indians. The others were

all shot, he alone escaping with his life. For sev-

eral years, however, he was forced to live with the

redmen, but after a time succeeded in getting

away from them. It is said that he afterward re-

turned to the Indians and married one of the In-

dian maidens.

The grandfather of the Doctor was Philip Del-

camp. His son Peter was a well educated man and

a prominent instructor, who for many years was

Superintendent of the college at Mt. Carmel. By
the marriage of the latter with Miss Willder-

montb, there were born twelve children, five sons

and seven daughters, ten of whom grew to mature

years, married and had families of their own.

Dr. Delcamp, who is the fourth in order of birth,

passed his youth in his native county, being reared

in his parents' home. He began his education in

the district schools of the neighborhood and after-

ward attended the Schuylkill Seminary. He -be-

gan fitting himself for his chosen profession in

the office of Dr. Benjamin Barker, of Schuylkill

County, with whom he read medicine for a time,

and then entered the Hahnemann Homeopathic

Medical College of Philadelphia, from which in-

stitution he was graduated in the Class of '75. He

at once commenced practice in Lykens, Dauphin

County, Pa., and afterward removed to Danville,

Montour County, where he was engaged in general

practice for several years.

The year 1887 witnessed the arrival of Dr. Del-

camp in Carbon County and saw him located in

Lehighton, where he has since made his home.

He now has a good office and general practice,

and the liberal patronage which he receives attests

his skill and ability and indicates the confidence

and trust reposed in him by the public.

In 1882 Dr. Delcamp was united in marriage

with Miss Sarah Faust, daughter of Peter Faust,

one of the prominent and representative citizens

and successful business men of Montour County.

The Doctor and his wife now reside on their fine

farm, pleasantly located three miles distant from

Lehighton. He there has one of the most beauti-

ful country homes in the valley, supplied with all

the comforts which go to make life worth the liv-

ing. Upon the place he has a fine quarry, which

turns out slate of a superior quality. He also

owns an excellent and valuable farm in Montour
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County. He belongs to the Lehigh Medical So-

ciety and to the Knights of the Golden Eagle, and

is a prominent and highly respected citizen, well

deserving of representation in this volume.

.(SJl<iiL S&mh.

(^""":'"^m^"' ~^

JACOB K. RICKERT. The career of this

gentleman, who is Justice of the Peace of

Franklin Township, Carbon County, has

been crowned with success, which those meet

who steadily pursue their way, doing always that

which their hand findeth to do. He is one of the

prominent residents of the county, and is carrying

on an extensive business as a dealer in flour, feed,

lumber, railroad ties, coal, etc.

Our subject was born in Bucks County, this

state, February 10, 1821, and is the son of Daniel

and Elizabeth Rickert, also natives of that county.

The Rickert family came originally from Germany
many generations ago, and made location in this

state, with whose interests they have been promi-

nently identified for many years.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man's
estate on his father's farm and acquired a good
fund of knowledge in the pay schools of his

native county. After completing his studies he

taught several terms of school in Lehigh County,
whence he removed in the year 1846. Young
Rickert first engaged to clerk in a store in "Wash-

ington Township, but gave up the position a short

time thereafter in order to teach in a private

school.

In 1849 we find our subject residing in Carbon
County. At Stembersville he was proprietor of a
hotel for a short time. His next move was made
to what is now Trochsville, where he had the
honor and distinction of erecting the first house,
which was a brick structure, and was the first resi-

dent in the locality. The land round about began
to sell rapidly, and opening up a hotel, he con-

ducted it from 1851 to 1857 with good success and

was very popular as "mine host."

In the last-named year Mr. Rickert located in

Franklin Township near the city of Weissport

where he has been engaged in the lumber, coal

flour and feed business since that time. He is one

of the' shrewd business men of the neighborhood

and by judicious investments and good manage-

ment has acquired a goodly amount of this world's

goods, and his record in all the relations of life

and in the duties devolving upon him as an hon-

orable citizen is of the highest.

Jacob K. Rickert and Miss Mary Newhart, a na-

tive of this county, were united in marriage in

1848. To them have been born two children,

Hiram and Daniel. Mrs. Mary Rickert departed

this life in 1858, and two years later Mr. Rickert

married Eliza Huffman, who is also deceased.

In public affairs our subject is interested and

well informed, and has been called by his fellow-

citizens to numerous positions of trust and respon-

sibility. Among the offices which he has filled are

those of County and Township Auditor, School

Director and Justice of the Peace; and the duties

of the latter office he is discharging in an able

manner at the present time. He belongs to the

Evangelical Church and is honest and upright in

all the relations of life.

AMUEL HARLEMAN, the proficient and

faithful train dispatcher, and assistant

train master of the Lehigh Valley Rail-

road, at Weatherly, is a native of Carbon County,

and was born in Millport April 17, 1829. He is

of German descent, his remote ancestors having

come from Germany in a very early day, but for

several generations the Harlemans have made

their home in Pennsylvania. Grandfather Harle-

man was a native of Chester County, Pa., and a

farmer by occupation. He was a very prominent

man in the community in which he lived, serving

in many of the local offices. He was elected Jus-
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tice of the Peace, in which capacity he served for

a number of years, being a terror to the evil doers,

but was honored and respected by all. He died at

an advanced age, and is buried in Carbon County.

The father of our subject was born in Chester

County; he followed the occupation of farmer, and

also that of shoemaker, which trade he learned in

his youth. In politics he was a Republican, and

held the office of Justice of the Peace for a num-

ber of years to the satisfaction of all. Isaac Harle-

man, our subject's father, chose for his wife Cath-

erine Seigenfus, and to them were born seven

children, namely: John and Maria, deceased;

Thomas; Samuel, our subject; Edward; Susannah,

and William, deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Harleman

were exemplary members of the Presbyterian

Church, and are buried in the Weatherly Ceme-

tery.

Samuel Harleman, the subject of this sketch, was

educated in the common schools, and was only

nine years of age when his parents left Millport

and went to live in Penn Haven, where they re-

mained for several years. In 1846 our subject

came to Weatherly, being employed as brakeman

on a coal train, and about 1852 his parents removed

hither. He kept this position for eighteen months

and then became fireman; at the expiration of one

year he was promoted to the position of engineer,

in which capacity he remained until 1864. He was

then made train dispatcher for this division of the

Lehigh "Valley Railroad, and in 1891 was also made
assistant train master. Mr. Harleman is interested

in the silk mill, and is one of the Trustees of the

enterprise. He is a Director of the water company,

and has held that office in the Weatherly Building

and Loan Association. He was also at one time a

Director in the Second National Bank of Mauch
Chunk.

In 1850 Mr. Harleman was united in marriage

to Miss Susan, a daughter of George Setzer, of

Monroe County, Pa. To them were born five chil-

dren, four of whom are living. Charles met with

an accident which caused his death; Ada M. is

the wife of D. A. Meldwin, of New York; George
M. is train master of the Lehigh Valley Railroad

at Bethlehem, Pa.; Mary A. is Mrs. Thomas Dunn,
of Weatherly, and Lizzie is the wife of 0. F. Len-

hardt, of Norristown, Pa. Our subject is a stanch

Republican in politics, and is the present Treasurer

of Weatherly. He served as School Director for

thirty years, and was elected County Commissioner
in 1872 for a term of three years, being re-elected

in 1883 for a like term. He is also Director of the

Poor for the middle coal district, comprising parts

of Luzerne and Carbon Counties. Fraternally our

subject is associated with the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows and the Knights of Pythias.

During the Civil War Mr. Harleman was a mem-
ber of the emergency corps of Pennsylvania, un-

der Col. Robert Klotz. He was always found at

his post and never faltered in the path of duty, no
matter how dangerous. The remembrance of his

devotion to the Federal cause is a precious legacy

with which to endow his children, a bequest more

enduring than houses or land.

<>c*****«***«**2s**+«****++*+:>>

FRANK J. LENTZ, dealer in staple and

fancy groceries in Slatington, has one of

the finest establishments of its kind in the

city, and by his courteous treatment of customers

has a fine trade. He is a native of the county, and

was born September 8, 1857. His parents, Elias

and Hannah (Hollenbach) Lentz, were both born

in Lehigh County.

John Lentz, the great-grandfather of our subject,

was born in the year 1744. His son, Addison, was

born in 1781, and Elias Lentz, the father of our

subject, was born in 1811, and died in 1878.

Frank J. passed his boyhood days in attendance

at the common schools, and a year after attaining

his majority learned the art of telegraphy, at which

be worked for two years. He then clerked three

years in the hotel of Henry Bittner, and in 1887

embarked in business for himself, in partnership

with Lewis Stabler, under the firm name of Stahler

& Lentz. This connection only lasted for four

months, when Mr. Stahler sold out to Amandus

Bittner, the firm name then becoming Lentz &
Bittner. Subsequently Mr. Lentz bought out Mr.
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Bittner, and since then has operated alone with

signal success. He carries a full and complete line

of everything found in a first-class establishment,

and has the entire confidence of the business com-

munity.

In May, 1890, Mr. Lentz was elected School Di-

rector, and served efficiently in that position for

three years. In politics he is a Republican, and in

social affairs is a member of the Patriotic Order

Sons of America; Knights of the Golden Eagle;

Knights of Junior Mechanics, and Knights of

Malta. He is one of the charter members and or-

ganizers of Slatingtou Hose No. 1, a volunteer

fire company, of which he is Assistant Chief at the

present time.

The marriage of Mr. Lentz took place January

18, 1885, at which time Miss Sara E., daughter of

Stephen Andres, became his wife. She was born

in this county, as were also her father and mother,

the latter of whom before her marriage was Caro-

line Jacobs. The two daughters and one son born

to our subject and his wife are Lilly, Florence and

Walter. Mr. Lentz and his wife are members of

the Reformed Church, in which the former served

as Deacon for many years.

OC************^***********+5C>

eYRUS F. LERCH. It has often been said

that invincible determination will accom-

plish any desired result, and the effect of

its constant exercise is visible in the life of this

gentleman, who has won a high place for himself

in the community by reason of industry, persever-

ance and a genial nature. He is at the present

time residing in Hanover Township, where he has

a fertile estate comprising one hundred and thirty

acres favorably located near Bethlehem.

Our subject is a native of Northampton County,
this state, and was born December 5, 1845, to

William H. and Catherine (Daniels) Lerch. The
former was also a native of this state, while his fa-

ther, William Lerch, came from Germany. He was
the tjrst of the family to locate in the United

States, making his home at that time in Northamp-

ton County, and afterward becoming an early set-

tler in the Lehigh Valley.

William H. Lerch departed this life in Decem-

ber, 1888. He had come to this county wh'en our

subject was quite young, and during his residence

here was very active in local affairs, and served

for some time as Director of theSchc ol Board. He

was a Democrat in politics, and in religious affairs

held membership with the Reformed Church. His

widow, who still survives, is past three-score years

and ten, and makes her home in Bethlehem.

Our subject is the eldest of the parental family

who survive, his brothers and sisters being Martin;

Maria, the wife of Rev. Frank Bender, of the

Cumberland Street Lutheran Church, Philadel-

phia; Camilla, the widow of David Weaver; Al-

bert and Walter. Our subject passed his boyhood

and youth on his father's farm, which is now in

his possession, and prosecuted his studies first in

the public schools, and later in a private school.

He received thorough training in farm work, so

that on the death of his father he was thoroughly

fitted to assume the management of the estate, and

has ever since conducted affairs in a most profit-

able manner.

July 2, 1865, Cyrus F. Lerch and Miss Mary,

daughter of Henry and Caroline Nonnenmacher,

were united in marriage. The lady was born in

Allentown, this state, and her parents were like-

wise natives of this county. The father of Mrs.

Lerch is now seventy-eight years of age, while his

good wife has passed her seventieth birthday.

Their family included the following children:

John, Mrs. Lerch, Matilda (the wife of Alvin

Deach), Jane (Mrs. William Snyder), Sarah (wife

of Ira Flowry), Carrie (Mrs. Q. Ritter), James and

Robert. Mr. Nonnenmacher has been very suc-

cessful in life, and for a number of years was an

extensive brick manufacturer. Finally he drifted

into farming, of which business he also made a

success, and is now living retired in Bethlehem,

Northampton County. He is an old and esteemed

citizen "of that place, and with his wife is an in-

fluential member of the Lutheran Church.

Mr. Lerch of this sketch is a Democrat in poli-

tics, and holds membership with the Reformed
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Church of Shoenersville, which he has served as

Elder and Deacon. His good wife is likewise con-

nected with that denomination, in which she is an

active worker. Mr. Lerch has led a very busy and

useful life, and the success that has crowned his

'efforts is well merited by his honorable and straight-

forward business career. Mr. and Mrs. Lerch are

the parents of one son, George F.

£Tv MMON ARNER, a venerable and esteemed

l—\ citizen of Mahoning Township, Carbon

County, is a native of this county, within

whose limits the main part of his life has been

passed. Until this year (1894) he has been act-

ively engaged in commercial enterprises, and has

been blessed with success in his business under-

takings.

The subject of this narrative was born February

2, 1822, to Henry and Catherine (Moyer) Arner.

The father, who died at the age of ninety-five

years, was a native of Lehigh County, and a son of

William Arner, whose birth also occurred in the

same county, but who later became a resident of

Schuylkill County, where he continued to make

his home until his death. Ammon Arner grew to

man's estate in this county, and early learned the

practical duties pertaining to farm life. He was a

student in the primitive subscription schools of

his day, and his advantages for obtaining an edu-

cation were very limited. For a number of years

he was in partnership with his' father in the manu-

facture of powder and also in the operation of the

homestead. On engaging in business for himself,

he manufactured phosphates and farm fertilizers

for a period of about twenty years, after which he

concluded to turn his attention to mercantile pur-

suits.

In 1869 our subject opened a merchandising

business at New Mahoning Postoffice, continuing

to run his establishment for about a quarter of a

century. His efforts to please his customers and

to retain their trade met with success, and for

years he derived a good income from the business.

In 1894 he sold out to his son-in-law, Lewis Zim-

merman, and since that time has confined himself

to running his farm.

April 18, 1848, Mr. Arner married Annie Beltz,

who was born and grew to womanhood in this

county. Her parents were John and Hannah (Hum-
mel) Beltz, likewise natives of the Keystone State.

The latter, who is making her home with Mrs.

Arner, is now in her eighty-fifth year, and is still

hale and hearty. Mr. and Mrs. Arner have four

children -living and seven deceased. John H. is a

resident of Allentown, Pa.; Moses D. makes his

home in Kansas; Kate J. is the wife of Lewis Zim-

merman, and Emma L. is at home.

Frequently our subject has been called upon to

serve in official capacities, and among the posi-

tions he has held is that of Inspector on the Elec-

tion Board of his township. For many years the

postoffice of New Mahoning has been located in

his store. Religiously he holds membership with

the Reformed Church, in which he has served as

Deacon, but his wife is connected with the Evan-

gelical denomination. Mr. Arner casts his vote in

favor of the Democratic party, and has been iden-

tified with its welfare for over half a century.

_. lltSb=7-

i^^EORGE ENZIAN. The old saying that

I' T industry brings its own reward, as surely

as does virtue, is proven in the life of the

gentleman with whose name we open this sketch.

He is the proprietor of a first-class meat market in

Mauch Chunk, and in addition to this business

superintends the operations of his fine estate in

Franklin Township. He began at the bottom

round of the ladder of fortune, but has ascended

until he is now considered one of the well-to-do

and substantial citizens of the place.

Mr. Enzian is a native of Saxe-Meiningen,

Germany, and was born July 27, 1843, to Henry

and Elizabeth Enzian, also natives of Germany.

George was reared to man's estate in the Father-

land, where he acquired a good education in his

native tongue, and from his father he learned leg-
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sons of economy and industry. The elder Mr.

Enzian was the proprietor of a hotel in the Old

Country and owned a good farm, which he culti-

vated with fair success.

In 1866 the subject of this sketch determined to

come to America, and boarding a vessel which

left Bremen, landed in New York City after a

voyage of thirteen days. From the metropolis

Mr. Enzian made his way to Louisville, Ky., where

he remained only a short time, and later we find

him located in Carbon County, this state, as an

employe on the Lehigh Valley Railroad. He was

thus employed for the following three years, when

he began as huckster and butcher, in which latter

branch of trade he has been engaged for a quarter

of a century. He has been remarkably successful

in prosecuting his calling, and as a prominent and

influential citizen is widely and favorably known.

His sterling worth and strict integrity have won

him the confidence and regard of all with whom
he has been brought in contact.

In the year 1867 George Elnzian and Miss Eliza-

beth, daughter of Adam Hoffman, were united in

marriage. Adam Hoffman was born in Germany,

as was also his daughter, Mrs. Enzian, and lived to

a ripe old age, well respected in his community.

To our subject and his estimable wife there were

born twelve children, six of whom are living:

George H, who is proprietor of a store in Lehigh-

ton; Elizabeth, the wife of B. D. Hoffman, who is

engineer on the Lehigh Valley Railroad; Chris-

tina, who married Elmer Walk, a fireman on the

above road; Charles, who is learning civil engin-

eering; and Henry and Annie L., who are attend-

ing school.

Mr. Enzian is a devoted member of the Luth-

eran Church, and has been Superintendent of the

Sunday-school, as well as serving in other official

capacities in the congregation near his home. In

politics he favors Democratic principles, and on
that ticket was elected Assessor of Franklin Town-
ship. He is a liberal contributor toward all worthy
enterprises and aided very materially in the build-

ing of two Lutheran churches, St. Matthew's, at

North Weissport, and St. John's, at Long Run.
Our subject owns a valuable farm in Franklin

Township, which he has accumulated entirely by

prudent management and well directed efforts. It

is a highly improved state, and ranks among the

most productive of this section. He also owns

three thousand acres of land in Penn Forest Town-

ship, on which he is now prospecting for coal.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Enzian are intelligent people,

and take an active interest in matters of local im-

portance, both of a social and public nature, and

wield a decided influence throughout the commu-

nity and even beyond the vicinity of their home.

REV. HENRY S. FEGLEY. In the life of

this honored gentleman there is much for

the reader to admire and emulate, and it

therefore affords us pleasure to incorporate in this

volume the main events in his useful and honora-

ble career. He has charge at the present time of

the Evangelical Lutheran Church at New Tripoli)

where he has been stationed for nearly a quarter

of a century.

Our subject was born in Boyertown, Berks Coun-

ty, this state, on the 15th of December, 1843, and is

the son of John and Maria (Swinehart) Fegley,both

of whom are now deceased. Henry S. was reared

to man's estate in Boyertown, Berks County, and

received his early training in Mt. Pleasant Semi-

nary in that place. He afterward studied under

private teachers until September, 1866, when he

entered the Evangelical Lutheran Theological Sem-

inary at Philadelphia, where he took the regular

course and was graduated in June, 1869.

Rev. Mr. Fegley's first charge consisted of five

congregations, namely: Ebenezer, at New Tripoli;

Jacob's, at Jacksonville; St. Peter's, at Lynnville;

St. Paul's, at Seiberlingville, and Jerusalem, in

Albany Township, Berks County. On assuming

the control of these congregations our subject lo-

cated at Lynnville, where he resided until the fall

of 1891, when he came to New Tripoli. He was

married September 5, 1871, to Miss Alice J. Long,

a native of North Whitehall Township. Sbe was

the daughter of Ephraim Long, who was born in



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 277

Egypt, this state, and of whom a sketch will ap-

pear on another page in this work.

To Mr. and Mrs. Fegley has been born a daugh-

ter, Annie M. During the years our subject has

been engaged in the ministry he has been instru-

mental in advancing the welfare of his charges,

and also in increasing their numerical strength,

and his faithful ministry has gained him a large

number of friends.

IM^

©EORGE LEICKEL. Like many of the

representative and much esteemed men of

Carbon County, Mr. Leickel is a native of

Germany, and was born February 6, 1826. He is a

man of much energy, ability and enterprise and is

at present the well known butcher of North Weiss-

port, being the proprietor of a first-class market,

which is conducted on a paying basis.

John and Catherine (Turmin) Leickel, the par-

ents of our subject, were also natives of the Fa-

therland, where they were farmers by occupation,

being well-to-do in this world's goods. George,

of this sketch, remained in his native land until

attaining his fifteenth year, when he left home
and went to Amsterdam, Holland, where he learned

the trade of a butcher, which he followed for five

years. At the expiration of that time, in 1846, we
find him en route for the United States, taking

passage at Amsterdam in the ship "Maria Magda-
lene," this being her maiden trip. After an ocean

voyage of twenty-eight days young George landed

in New York City, whence he came directly to

this state and joined his brother Frederick, who
was living in Lehighton. He was in his brother's

employ a twelvemonth, after which he went to

Doylestown, Bucks County. Finding employment
there, lie remained for a year, after which he re-

turned to Lehighton and established himself in the

butcher business, which he has followed for over

forty years.

Mr. Leickel came to North Weissport in 1849,

but previous to this, however, he was the proprie-

tor of a market in Mauch Chunk. He has been

very successful in all his undertakings and is self

made in the truest sense. The local affairs of

Weissport and all affairs of a public nature are

sure of his deepest interest and unswerving devo-

tion, and for a number of years he has been Over-

seer of the Poor in Franklin Township. In poli-

tics he is a stanch Republican.

George Leickel and Miss Catherine Meisner were

united in marriage September 7, 1848. The lady

was also a native of Germany, whence she emi-

grated to the United States in 1828. Their union

resulted in the birth of nine children, five of

whom are living at the present time, namely:

Willia, Edward, Frank, George and Mary, the lat-

ter of whom is the wife of James Schafer. In his

religious views Mr. Leickel is a member of the

Evangelical Association of Weissport, where he at

present officiates as Trustee. Our subject is a man
of sterling worth and has the respect and confi-

dence of the business community.

**

IRWIN F. HUFF, M. D. In the list of citizens

ably representing the town of Schnecksville,

may be classed our subject, who is the leading

physician and surgeon in the place. He is a na-

tive of this state, and was born in Montgomery

County, May 16, 1860, to Franklin M. and Sarah

A. Huff, natives of Hanover, that county.

When only two years of age, our subject was

taken by his parents on their removal to Philadel-

phia, where they lived until he was ten years of

age. They located in Trexlertown, this county.

Here he made his home for eight years, in the

meantime receiving a fine education, first m the

common schools, and later in the normal depart-

ment of Muhlenburg College at Allen town. After

leaving that institution he began teaching school,

which profession he followed for four terms, and

during his spare moments read medicine. Later

he devoted his entire time toward fitting himself

to enter a medical college. He entered the office
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of Dr. S. C. B. Fogle, and read under his supervis-

ion for eighteen months.

Mr. Huff took a course of lectures in the med-

ical department of the University of Vermont at

Burlington, from which institution he was gradu-

ated in the Class of '85. After receiving his di-

ploma he returned to Fogelsville, and for a short

time assisted his former instructor. He^hen re-

moved to Kempton, Berks County, where he was

engaged in practice on his own account. He did

not remain there long, however, and after his next

move we find him in New Tripoli, and finally in

Schnecksville, whither he removed in 1887. He

has gained a wide reputation for what he has ac-

complished, especially in difficult cases, and takes

a high place among the fraternity in Lehigh

County.

Dr. Huff was married October 29, 1887, to Miss

Belle Kistler, of Berks County, this state, and to

them has been born a son, Willie K. The Doctor

is a member of the Lehigh County Medical Society

and socially is connected with Jordon Lodge No.

192, 1. 0. 0. F. He is an ardent Democrat in pol-

itics, and his home in Schnecksville is a model of

all that a home should be, and in him the good

people of the place take just pride.

=f&>

WILLIAM E. ASH, of Lehighton, who
for the past thirteen years has filled the

position of adjuster with the American
Fire Insurance Company of Philadelphia, was born
in Wayne County, Pa., August, 19, 1860, in the

old house built and owned by Gen. Samuel Mere-
dith, the first Treasurer of the United States, serv-

ing under Washington. This house was built in

1802, and was known as the Belmont House. The
parents of our subject were Robert and Rebecca
(May) Ash. The father was a farmer by occupa-
tion and followed that pursuit for many years in

Wayne County, but about 1863 removed with his

family to Broome County, N. Y., where he is still

living. He has now retired from active business

life, resting in the enjoyment of the fruits of his

former labor. His father, John Ash, was of Eng-

lish descent. The maternal grandfather of our

subject was Thomas May.

William E. Ash was the seventh in order of

birth in the family of nine children, five sons and

four daughters, of whom seven grew to mature

years. He was a child of only three summers when

taken by his parents to Broome County, N. Y.,

where he grew to manhood, spending the days of

his boyhood and youth in the usual manner of

farmer lads. He was early inured to the arduous

labors of the fields, and soon became familiar with

farm work in all its departments. During the win-

ter season he attended the district schools of the

neighborhood, and afterwards was a student in

Binghamton Seminary. Having attained his ma-

jority he began work in the fire insurance business,

traveling through the country as the representa-

tive of a company of Susquehanna, Pa., and an-

other of Great Bend, Pa. He was afterwards con-

nected with the American Fire Insurance Company,

and is now one of its most faithful and trusted

representatives. He has ever labored earnestly in

the interests of the company which he represents

and his efficient and meritorious service won him

recognition and secured his promotion, in 1883, to

the office of special agent for the states of Penn-

sylvania, New Jersey, Maryland and Delaware.

His faithfulness to the company's interests did not

escape his superior's notice, and soon after he was

made adjuster, with headquarters at Lehighton.

On the 25th of March, 1886, was celebrated the

marriage of Mr. Ash and Miss Laura J. Clauss,

a daughter of the late Granville Clauss, a highly

respected citizen of Lehighton. Two daughters

grace this union, Mary R. and Helen A. The

parents are prominent people in the community,

and hold an enviable position in social circles.

Mr. Ash takes quite a leading part in Masonic

affairs ar.d is a Knight Templar Mason, belonging

to the Commandery in Mauch Chunk. A public-

spirited and progressive citizen, he gives his sup-

port to all enterprises calculated to advance the

general welfare and aid in the upbuilding of the

community. He is now President of the Lehigh-

ton Water Company, which through well con-
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structed pipes has brought to the city water from

the springs in the mountains. In connection with

his other property, he owns a good farm well

stocked with cattle and horses. He is a lover of

the noble steed and has some especially fine trot-

ters. His handsome residence, situated on Third

Street, commands a fine view of the city.

-SI£+£ f^=i
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WILLIAM G. FREYMAN, attorney-at-

law of Mauch Chunk, is a leading mem-

ber of the Carbon County Bar, occupy-

ing a foremost place among the lawyers in this

section of the state. He well deserves representa-

tion in this volume, and with pleasure we present

this record of his life to our readers. He was born

in Mahoning Township on the 4th of July, 1838,

and is a son of George Freyman, also a native of

that township. The father followed farming and

merchandising, and spent his last days in Carbon

County, where he died in 1849. His father was

Jacob Freyman. The mother of our subject, who

bore the maiden name of Catherine Kistler, was

born in Lehigh County, and died in Mahoning

Township. In the family were four children, only

two of whom are now living, Mrs. Catherine Noth-

stein and William G., of this sketch.

Mr. Freyman spent the days of his boyhood and

youth in his parents' home, and his early educa-

tion, acquired in the public schools, was supple-

mented by study in the high school of Weissport.

He then engaged in teaching and followed that

profession for five terms, after which he began

clerking in a general mercantile establishment in

Unionville, Pa., but his commercial pursuits were

interrupted in 1863 by his enlistment in the army.

He became Sergeant of Company G, One Hundred

and Seventy-sixth Pennsylvania Infantry, and

was engaged in doing garrison duty. Later he

embarked in merchandising in connection with his

brother-in-law, John Nothsteiu, under the firm

name of Freyman & Nothstein, which connection

continued for four years. During that time our

subject served as Justice of the Peace, and also

followed surveying.

Mr. Freyman 's connection with the legal pro-

fession began in 1871, at which time he became a

student in the law office of Gen. Charles Albright,

with whom he remained until his admission to the

Bar in October, 1873. He then joined his former

preceptor in business, and under the firm name of

Albright & Freyman was engaged in the prosecu-

tion of hrs chosen profession until the death of the

General, in 1878. Subsequently he formed a part-

nership with James Kiefer, and under the firm

style of Freyman & Kiefer, business was carried on

until 1889, when the partnership was dissolved.

His next partner was Horace Heydt, and this con-

nection was continued until the 1st of May, 1893,

when Eugene O. Nothstein was also admitted to

partnership, and the firm name is now Freyman,

Heydt & Nothstein. They do a general law prac-

tice and receive a very large patronage.

In 1865 our subject was united in marriage with

Miss Matilda Gilbert, a daughter of George Gil-

bert, of Mahoning Township. In politics he is a

Republican, and takes an active interest in the

success and welfare of his party. He has been

honored with a number of public offices, and holds

membership with the German Reformed Church.

In connection with his other interests, Mr. Frey-

man is a Director of the Second National Bank of

Mauch Chunk, and he holds the same position in

the Mauch Chunk Shoe Manufacturing Company

and the Priuce Manufacturing Company. He

takes great interest in horticultural matters, and

has developed one of the finest farms in this part

of the state. It is upon the side of a steep moun-

tain which rises precipitately from the river, and

he has transformed what was a few years ago a

barren, cheerless waste, into a very productive

garden. This he terraced, making beds for some

distance about thirty feet wide, and then enlarg-

ing in both directions to a width of about one

hundred and fifty feet. The walls of the terrace

are constructed of brown stone, and there are

twenty-two of these terraces which are connected

by a flight of stairs three hundred and fifty-three

in number. The height of the upper terrace is

about two hundred feet above the street, and at
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about one hundred and fifty feet an arbor is lo-

cated, which commands a line view of the town in

both directions. Here are raised flowers, fruits

and ornamental trees, and a large quantity of

garden vegetables. His farm is well stocked with

Holstein cattle, and he has a good barn, 60x90

feet, also a horse-power shed 26x28 feet, a chicken

house and all the other buildings which are found

upon a model farm. This lies on the top of the

mountain. The orchard contains three hundred

and twenty-five apple trees of many choice varie-

ties, and there are also many peach, pear and plum

trees. Mr. Freyman owns altogether twenty-four

hundred acres of land, and his fine farm, situated

on the mountain side, is probably the only one of

the kind in the country. He also owns a farm of

one hundred acres in Mahoning Township, with

all modern improvements.

JOHN A. SEMMEL is one of the leading and

well-to-do citizens of East Penn Township,

Carbon County. He located upon his pres-

ent farm in 1891, and since that time has

placed the land under good cultivation, and is

constantly making substantial improvements upon
the place. Until recently he has followed his

trade of painter, though he has also given some
attention to agriculture. He is considered to be

quite an acquisition to the township, and is num-
bered among its enterprising young farmers.

The parents of our subject were Phaon A. and
Maria Semmel.

. The former is a carriage manu-
facturer of Slatington, which city has been his

home for a number of years. John A. was born
March 6, 1860, in Heidelberg Township, Lehigh
County, and until eleven years old his time was
passed on his father's homestead. At that time,

with his parents, he removed to Slatington, and
there attained his majority, receiving the main
part of his education in that place. When only
eight years old he became interested in the paint-
er's trade, and worked for his father on carriages

until nearly of age. His line of work is really

very artistic, comprising lettering, sign work

scrolls, small landscapes and fine work, such as is

used on coaches and omnibuses. This calling he

has followed more or less up to the present time,

although for the past few years he has devoted bis

attention mainly to agricultural pursuits, and has

also become interested in the mining of ore. The

farm, which com prises one hundred and sixty acres,

is a valuable and well cultivated tract, and in re-

turn for the care bestowed upon it, yields abund-

ant harvests each year. It was formerly the prop-

erty of the late John Balliet. For a number of

years our subject was clerk in the general store of

the latter gentleman at Bowman, Pa.

In 1882 Mr. Semmel was united in marriage

with Miss Emma, daughter of the late John Balliet,

of Slatington, Pa. The young couple have had

six children, but only three of the number are

living, namely: Violet A., Lee E. and Myrtle.

Mrs. Semmel was born in East Penn Township,

Carbon County, and received a good education.

She is a lady of refinement and many amiable

qualities, and is a faithful helpmate to her husband.

In political affairs Mr. Semmel is a Republican,

with which party he has been identified since at-

taining his majority. He warmly supports meas-

ures which have as their object the good of society

and the upbuilding of the community in which he

dwells. In religious belief he is a Lutheran, being

a member of the church of that denomination in

Slatington.

^moz

RALPH T. SOWDEN, M. D. In a compre-

hensive work of this kind, dealing with

industrial pursuits, sciences, arts and pro-

fessions, it is only fit and right that the medical

profession should be noted. Dr. Sowden's skill

in the healing art is well known throughout Le-

high County, and he has been a resident of Slate-

dale since 1880. He was born December 23, 1850,

in this county, and is the son of Samuel and
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Elizabeth (Williams) Sowden, natives of England.

The mother of our subject was brought to

America by her parents when an infant of one

year, and Samuel Sowden came hither when a man

of thirty years of age. The latter was a pioneer in

the iron ore business in the Lehigh Valley and

lived for a time in Allentown and later at Ironton.

He became a very prominent man in this line of

business and met with substantial results in his en-

terprise. He departed this life in Lehigh County

February 5, 1891, having been preceded to the

better land by his good wife, who died August 17,

1890.

Our subject was given liberal educational ad-

vantages, having been a student at Muhlenburg

College for six months, and also attended the

state normal at Kutztown. He had assisted his

father during his earlier years in working in the

iron and coal mines, and was so far advanced in

his studies when seventeen years of age that he

was enabled to teach school in Lehigh County. He

followed this occupation for twelve terms during

the winter, and in the summer was engaged in va-

rious kinds of labor, and from the money thus

earned was enabled to carry out his long cher-

ished desire of becoming a physician.

When beginning his medical career our subject

read with Dr. Wilson P. Kistler, then located at

Schnecksville, and in 1874 entered the medical

department of the Michigan University at Ann
Arbor. In 1879, after taking a full course in that

institution, he was graduated with honors, and re-

turning to his native state, began the practice of

his profession at Shamokin. He remained there

only a short time, when he came to Slatedale,

where he leads a very busy and useful life, and his

honorable and upright career has won him univer-

sal confidence.

Dr. Sowden was married June 12, 1881, to Miss

Mary Lentz, a native of this county and a daugh-

ter of Alfred Lentz, of Washington Township.

Their union has been blessed by the birth of five

children: Ralph T., Ella S. A., Edgar L., Samuel
A. and Mary A. In polities the Doctor is a pro-

nounced Democrat, and socially is a member of

the Lehigh Medical Society and the Knights of

Malta at Slatington, in which latter order he serves

as Commander of Star Commandery No. 92. By
his skill and success in his chosen work Dr. Sow-
den has won an excellent reputation as a physi-

cian and the good will of the citizens of Slatedale

and the surrounding community.

FRANCIS SHENTON, who was formerly en-

gaged in the slate industry, is now retired

from active business and makes his home
in Slatington. • His birth occurred in Derbyshire,

England, in 1826, and he is the son of Edward
And Elizabeth (Fearn) Shenton, who were both

likewise natives of England.

The subject of this narrative passed his boyhood

days in the land of his birth, receiving a good

common-school education, and becoming familiar

with the details of the slate business in England.

In 1850 he bade adieu to his native land, later ar-

riving in New York City. He there continued to

make his home for two years, thence he went to

Fayetteville, N. O, where he remained until 1855.

He later removed to Philadelphia, and there re-

mained until the year 1861, when the company

with which he was engaged removed to Slate-

dale, Lehigh County. He had charge of the school

slate factory, and later on in his career engaged in

business for himself for a number of years. In

1865 he invented a slate frame which he patented

and manufactured by contract, reaping a good

profit from this source. He has always been of an

inventive turn of mind, and when only a youth in

England endeavored to construct a machine for

smoothing slate, and made other inventions useful

in the manufacture and preparation of that com-

modity.

In England in 1847, Mr. Shenton married Miss

Emma Appleby, whose death occurred in 1868.

She left seven children, six of whom are still liv-

ing, Elizabeth, George, Frank, William, Annie

and Thomas. Annie is the wife of Frank Peters.

Elizabeth became the wife of L. J. Fick, and Rob-

ert is deceased. In 1872 Mr. Shenton married
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Mary H., daughter of John Campbell, and they

have two children, Dora and Howard. Mr. and

Mrs. Shenton are members of the Presbyterian

Church, and in 1861 Mr. Shenton started the Union

Sunday-school at Slatedale, of which he was Su-

perintendent for a number of years. On political

questions he is not identified with any of the great

parties, but is a firm believer in unlimited single

tax, having read extensively on the subject, and

in general is well informed on the leading ques-

tions of the day.

^*§*$*«J*$» \>

FRANK H. HOLLENBACH. It is a pleas-

ure to chronicle the history of a man

whose life has been one of honor and use-

fulness, and although he is still comparatively a

young man, Mr. Hollenbach has accumulated a

competence and is classed among the prominent

business men of North Whitehall Township. He

is the proprietor of the Sand Spring Roller Mills,

which structure is built of stone and is 38x58 feet

in dimensions.

When the mills were purchased by our subject

in 1886 he equipped them with the latest improved

process in the way of machinery and now has a

large trade. The mill proper was erected in 1832

by Michael Wotring, Sr.,and was operated by that

gentleman for many years. Its next owner was

his son, Michael Wotring, Jr., who also ran it some
time, and after passing through various hands was
finally purchased by our subject in 1886. Mr.

Hollenbach turns out a fine grade of flour, his

special brand being known as the "Queen Anne."
Of the good grades are the "Induna" and the

"Roller Patent." Our subject does considerable

exchange custom work for farmers, and besides

wheat also grinds other grains for their accommo-
dation. He is a good business man, honorable and
upright in all his transactions, and his sales each
year amount to $8,000.

Frank H. Hollenbach, whose name opens this

sketch, was born in this county March 5, 1861. He

is the son of Moses Hollenbach, who was also a

miller, and it was under his instruction that our

subject became an adept in the business. In his

youth he had considerable educational advantages,

but having been a thoughtful reader and intelli-

gent student of events of current interest he has

become a well informed man. He remained in the

employ of his father until reaching his majority,

when he spent the following two years working in

the Mauser Mill at Treichler's.

As before stated, our subject took possession of

his present milling property in 1886, and to this

business he has given his entire time and atten-

tion. He is recognized as one of the leading mer-

chants in the place and enjoys the confidence and

good will of the entire community. He was mar-

ried in 1882 to Miss Anna L., daughter of Peter

Zimmerman, who is now deceased. Their union

has been blessed by the birth of a son and daugh-

ter, Carrie and Martin M. P.

In addition to the milling property Mr. Hollen-

bach owns a substantial brick residence located on

thirteen acres of valuable property. It lies just

across the road from his mill and ranks among the

very best in North Whitehall Township. Heisan

active member of the Lutheran Church at Union-

ville and for three years served as its Deacon. In

politics he is a strong Democrat, and as one of the

well-to-do residents of North Whitehall Town-

ship we take pleasure in presenting his sketch, for

he deserves mention in the history of his native

county.

£)#G;x

JOSEPH ROSE. Several important interests

of Steinsville are represented by Mr. Rose,

who is proprietor of the hotel, the general

store and the postofflce at this place. His

name is therefore indissolubly connected with the

history of the village, and he is recognized as one

of its leading citizens. In his mercantile estab-

lishment he keeps a stock valued at $3,000, and his

annual sales average $5,000. Here may be found a
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complete assortment of dry goods, groceries, no-

tions, queensware, glassware, boots and shoes, and

in fact, everything contained in a first-class village

store.

Born June 25, 1827, our subject is a native of

Alsace, Fiance (now in Germany), and his parents,

Francis and Catherine Rose, were also born in that

province. There he spent the years of boyhood

and youth, and prior to emigrating to this coun-

try learned the trade of a cooper, which, however,

he did not follow after crossing the ocean and

settling in America. He acquired an excellent ed-

ucation iu the German schools, and has since

gained a good knowledge of the English language

through private study and observation.

In November, 1847. Mr. Rose took passage on a

sailing-vessel at Havre, France, and after a rough

and disagreeable voyage, lasting for about eighty

days, landed in New York City, in January of

1848. For several years he followed any occupa-

tion whereby he could gain an honest livelihood,

but finally became especially interested in mer-

chandising, and to this he has since devoted his

attention. He opened a general store in Schuyl-

kill County, Pa., which he carried on about eight

years, from 1858 until 1866. During the last-

named year he removed to Berks County, this

state, and became proprietor of a store in Albany

Township. In 1874 he came to Steinsville, and

here he has since made his home.

In connection with his mercantile business Mr.

Rose is proprietor of one of the best hotels of

northern Lehigh County, the good qualities of

which are appreciated by its frequent visitors and
the traveling public in general. As a member of

the Democratic party he has been active in public

affairs for many years and has contributed to the

progress of the community. He has held a num-
ber of responsible positions and is now serving as

Postmaster at Steinsville. to which position he was

appointed, by President Cleveland.

The marriage of Mr. Rose occurred April 13,

1856, and united him with Miss Mary Houser, a

native of Schuylkill County, Pa. The only child

of this union, Jeannette, married Albert B. Christ,

and has five living children, Mary, Mabel, Joseph,

Frank and Charles. In his religious belief Mr.

Rose is identified with the Reformed Church and
contributes to its support as his means permit. He
is a man of strict integrity, energy and force of

character, and well deserves his present prosperit37
.

"©?

NATHAN STOFFLET, the owner and occu-

pant ctf a well improved farm in North

Whitehall Township, this county, is num-
bered among the intelligent, industrious and pros-

perous agriculturists of this productive county.

He was born here March 7, 1834, and is the son

of Jonas and Margaret (Sager) Stofflet, also na-

tives of Lehigh County.

The great-grandfather of our subject came from

Germany during the last century and made settle-

ment in what is now known as Whitehall Town-
ship, where he purchased a farm and engaged in

agricultural pursuits. The parental family of our

subject included ten children, of whom the follow-

ing-named survive: Hannah, Mrs. Thomas Schaadt;

-Nathan; Sarah, Mrs. George Bates; Fieta, Mrs.

John Sykes, and John.

Our subject was reared to man's estate in this

county and carried on his primary studies in the

pioneer schools first taught in the log house with

its home-made furniture, etc. Later he attended a

private school at Allentown. January 18, 1855,

Mr. Stofflet was married to Miss Sarah A. Miller

who was born in this county August 5, 1832. She

was the daughter of John and Salome (Neward)

Miller, also natives of this county.

The subject of this sketch owns forty five acres

of land, which is well equipped in every particular

and cultivated in such a manner as to bring him

good returns. It has been greatly increased in value

since it came into his possession by the many sub-

stantial improvements which he has made. In pol-

itics Mr. Stofflet is a true-blue Republican, firmly

believing that the principles of that party are best

adapted to the welfare of the nation.

The Miller family are well known throughout

this section, and the father of Mrs. Stofflet died in



286 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

Whitehall Township many years ago. He reared

a family of children, of whom the following are

living: Mrs. Stofflet, Reuben, Fieta, Polly and

Rebecca S. Our subject and his wife are devoted

members of the Reformed Church in Egypt, in

which denomination the former served as Deacon

for twelve years, and has been Vice-President of

the Foreign Missionary Society for eight years.

^fr*********^************^

WBRADSHAW LOVATT. This gen-

tleman is numbered among the promi-

nent citizens of Weatherly, where he has

been engaged in business for a number of years, dis-

playing a degree of ability and enterprise that has

given him a high standing in financial circles. Of
the good educational advantages offered him dur-

ing boyhood and youth he made excellent use, and

possesses a mind well stored with useful knowledge

and capable of grasping with firmness and with

acute perception subjects brought before him for

consideration. With this, he has firm principles

and courteous manners, and these qualities have

been the factors that have secured for him a re-

sponsible position in the business world.

In Newark, N. J., W. Bradshaw Lovatt was born

October 4, 1856, and in the schools of that city the

rudiments of his education were acquired. The
information there gained was supplemented by a

course in the parochial schools of New York. He
began the business of a silk manufacturer in Pater-

son, N. J., where he remained until 1882. At that

time he went to Allentown, Pa., where he was con-
nected with the Adelaide Mills for six years. In

1888 he came to Weatherly, of which place he has

since been an influential citizen. In 1888 and 1889
the present mill was operated by Read & Lovatt,
but in 1891 a stock company was organized, with
the following officers: President, J. C. Read; Vice-
President, William Strange; Secretary and Treas-
urer, J. Walter Lovatt. Of the mill our subject
has from the first been superintendent, discharging
the many duties of this responsible position with

characteristic ability and energy. The mill has a

capacity of thirty-two thousand spindles, and five

hundred persons are given employment.

As a member of the Republican party Mr. Lovatt

takes an active interest in public affairs, giving of

his time and influence to the promotion of public-

spirited measures. He has held a number of local

offices, in all of which he has rendered satisfactory

service. At the present time he is filling the posi-

tion of chief of the fire department. He is always

warmly interested in everything pertaining to the

industrial growth of Weatherly, and his efforts

have advanced its prosperity. He is a man of ster-

ling integrity, whose every-day life bears testimony

to the inherent uprightness of his character. He

deserves the prosperity that has attended his efforts,

as he has labored conscientiously and perseveringly

and has exercised sound judgment and due discre-

tion in all his dealings.

"'Vi^-

PETER BLOSE, a prominent citizen and

enterprising business man of Washington

Township, Lehigh County, was born June

13, 1829, in this county. He is a son of Jonas and

Catherine Blose, who were also natives of Lehigh

County. Christian Blose, the grandfather of our

subject, emigrated to America in an early day and

settled in Washington Township, this county, where

he made his home, rearing his family amid the

hardships and privations of pioneer life.

Our subject was reared to manhood in the place

of his birth, and at the death of his father, which

occurred in the year 1869, he came into possession

of the mill of which his father was the proprietor,

and has proved a very successful miller. The

building is a large three-story structure, built of

stone, and the work is carried on under the old

process, a water-power overshot wheel running

three sets of burrs; the water is supplied by Trout

Creek. His trade is mostly custom work, and he

takes grain in exchange.

In his youth Mr. Blose worked on a farm and

assisted his father in the mill, thereby gaining a
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practical knowledge of the business, which has

been of great advantage to him. He obtained a

very meager education in what was known in that

day as the pay school, but being energetic and in-

dustrious, he worked and studied, spending his

spare time in reading and in improving his mind,

and to-day he is a model man, a living example of

what education can do. Besides the mill property

Mr. Blose owns thirty-five acres of valuable land,

which is well cultivated and improved. He is a

man of good business ability, enterprising and sa-

gacious, and by careful management and honora-

ble dealings, he has won the success which now

crowns his efforts.

Our subject is a valued member of the Reformed

Church, and is a generous and cheerful giver, al-

ways ready to help the needy, and takes a great

interest in religious affairs. In politics Mr. Blose

is a Republican and an ardent supporter of the

principles of that party. Prominently identified

with the interests of the home of his youth, he

is a popular man, and possesses a large circle of

friends and acquaintances.

FREDERICK WELZ, who formerly was one

of the prominent merchants in Slatington,

is now living retired in that city, having

accumulated a handsome fortune. He was born in

Wurtemberg, Germany, November 19, 1836, and

is the son of Jacob and Christiana (Beres) Welz,

also natives of the Fatherland.

Frederick spent his boyhood days in attendance

at the model schools of Germany, and when only

fourteen years old began learning the baker's trade.

This he followed until deciding to come to Amer-

ica, and in 1864 he set sail from his native shores,

and landed in New York City a few weeks later.

After being employed in that city for four years,

he came to Lehigh County, establishing himself in

the bakery business at Slatington. This business

lie carried on until 1889, when he retired from

active business and devoted his time to looking

after his varied interests in the city. During 1878

Mr. Welz served in the City Council, and al-

though a stanch Democrat, was elected, in face of

the fact that the city was at the time four to one

Republican.

Frederick Welz was united in marriage in 1866

with Miss Carrie Snyder, a native of this county

and the daughter of John Snyder. In 1882 they

made a tour through Europe, visiting the promi-

nent cities in France, Germany, Switzerland and

England. They had a most delightful trip and

were absent from home several months. Upon

their arrival home they were welcomed by the

Burgess, Town Council and the public in general,

a parade being formed, headed by a band of music.

The demonstrations were completed by a grand

banquet, showing the good fellowship and great

popularity of Mr. and Mrs. Welz. Religiously Mr.

Welz is a member of the Lutheran Church, while

bis good wife is connected with the Reformed

Church. Socially our subject is a member of Slat-

ington Lodge No. 140, F. & A. M., and is also con-

nected with the Odd Fellows' Lodge No. 664, in

this city.

With genuine German thrift and prudence Mr.

Welz early in life began to save, and he furnishes

a fair example of what a man may become by ad-

hering to the rules of economy and industry. He

is public spirited and in favor of everything that

will improve the community and elevate society.

^mmmmw^m^
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"V UGENE A. ELY. Although of comparative-

P^ C) I,y recent inception, the carriage works of

Eugene A. Ely at Steinsville, under the ef-

ficient management of the owner and proprietor

have already assumed a front rank among the lead-

ing industries of Lehigh County. The products of

the works are carriages, lumber wagons, spring wag-

ons, sleighs, cutters, etc. A force of eight men is

given steaidy employment in the woodwork, iron

and trimming departments and in the paint shop

connected therewith. Since the factory was started
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in 1890 it has experienced a flattering increase of

business and its products may be found in the prin-

cipal markets of the east.

A native of Lehigh County, Pa., our subject was

born January 3, 1855, to the union of Penrose and

Caroline (Semmel) Ely, likewise born in this county.

The father was a blacksmith by trade, and in 1851

formed a partnership with Michael F. Waidelich, a

wheelwright by occupation, the firm style becom-

ing Ely & Waidelich. The connection continued

successfully until 1890, when by mutual consent it

was dissolved. Not long afterward, in June, 1891,

Mr. Ely passed from earth, his death resulting from

a stroke of paralysis. Throughout this county he

enjoyed a large acquaintance and the esteem of

his associates. He was a man of firm religious be-

lief and supported the doctrines of the Lutheran

Church, to which he belonged. His success was ac-

quired, not through fortuitous circumstances, but

as a result of his tireless exertions and excellent

management. In his social connections he was a

member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows-

His former partner is still a resident of Steinsville.

Our subject is the only son of his parents. He
has two sisters, Alice, the widow of Samuel Oswald,

and Laura, wife of James Klingaman. His boy-

hood years were passed in the village of Steinsville

and he gained a good education in the public

schools of this place. During the intervals of study

he was employed in the paint shop belonging to

his father, thus gaining a good knowledge of the

business. For several years before the dissolution

of the firm he was foreman of the paint shop. His

excellent business capacity is due partly to natural

gifts and partly to his wide experience. In all his

transactions he is reliable, honorable and energetic,

and will undoubtedly enjoy a constantly increas-

ing business.

June 30, 1877, Mr. Ely married Miss Catherine

Kemmerling, and they are the parents of the fol-

lowing-named children: Mary, Clara, Frederick,

Sallie, Carrie and Charles. Socially our subject is

actively identified with the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows and the Patriotic Order Sons of Amer-
ica. He also belongs to the Junior Order United
American Mechanics. The questions of national

importance receive from him due consideration,

and favoring protection, he gives his support to

the principles of the Republican party. In the

Lutheran Church he is an active member and has

officiated as Deacon.

~S)%+#cs_&~

HARRISON KUNKEL. This pleasant and

accommodating gentleman is one of the

prominent merchants in Trochville. He

has a large and profitable trade and takes pride in

having everything the best. Our subject was born

in Monroe County, this state, Februar}' 18, 1838,

and is the son of Peter G. and Susan (Kresge)

Kunkel, also natives of the above county, through-

out whose extent the family were well known.

Harrison, of this sketch, was reared on a farm in

his native county and was educated in its public

schools. In a business sense he is purely self-made

and has carved out his own career, thus proving

an example to the present generation of what can

be accomplished in this country by pluck and hon-

esty. Mr. Kunkel was married in 1868 to Miss

Amanda Dory, by whom he became the father of

three children. The eldest, Ellen, is now the wife

of S. Behler; the other two bore the respective

names of Annie and Harry.

Our subject in the spring of 1876 came to Troch-

ville. where he opened up a mercantile establish-

ment and where he has resided ever since. He pays

close attention to his affairs, and on this account

is one of the most successful merchants of the

county, and Trochville regards him as one of her

leading citizens. Besides his dry-goods store, our

subject is the possessor of a tract of land in Mon-

roe County, which he placed under improved

methods of cultivation and now rents to good ad-

vantage.

In his political belief Mr. Kunkel is firm in his

adherence to the Republican party, and is ever

ready to support the party of his choice by influ-

ence as well as by ballot. He has been Tax Col-

lector of Towamensing Township, and for many

years was Postmaster of Carbon. He is public-
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spirited and progressive, takes an active interest

in all that pertains to the welfare of his commu-

nity and uses his influence for its benefit.

In his general store Mr. Kunkel carries a stock

of about 13,000 worth of goods and does an an-

nual business of over $10,000. In church matters

he is a member of the Reformed Church, which he

has served in the capacity of Treasurer. He is a

pleasant, genial gentleman, and is everywhere re-

garded as a man of good judgment and strict

morality.

*£P •

DANIEL ROUSE, Associate Judge for the

county of Carbon, is a native of Monroe

County, Pa., born in Hamilton Township

near Stroudsburg, June 14, 1823. In the common

schools of the home locality he gained the rudi-

ments of his education, to which he has since added

by observation and self culture. In early youth

he was apprenticed to the trade of a carpenter, in

which he soon became a skilled workman. During

the year 1846 he removed from Monroe to Car-

bon County, and settled in Weatherly, where he

became an employe of the Beaver Meadow Rail-

road Company, and after its consolidation with

the Lehigh Valley Railroad he still continued in

its employ. In 1855 he was promoted to the posi-

tion of foreman of the car shops, in which capacity

he has since been employed. His industry, energy

and thorough knowledge of the business have

brought to him the confidence of the officials of

the road, and he fully merits the high regard in

which he is held.

Doubtless few of the citizens of Weatherly have

been more closely identified with the educational

interests of the borough- than has Mr. Rouse, who,

during the period of thirty years in which he offi-

ciated as School Director, was the direct means of

greatly promoting the interests of the schools, and

securing for them all the improvements suggested

by the best minds of the country. He has never

allowed himself to become the instrument of any
party, but has used his own powers of mind and

10

keen insight into character, as a guide in casting

his ballot. He supports in local matters the men
best fitted to represent the people. He was the

first Burgess of the borough of Weatherly, and in

1875 was elected County Commissioner, filling

that office for three years. In 1893 he was chosen

to fill the office of Associate Judge of Carbon

County for a period of five years, and is filling

the position in a manner acceptable to all con-

cerned. In addition to his other enterprises he is

Trustee of the silk mill, President of Oak Hall,

a Director of the water company and also of the

building and loan association.

Socially Mr. Rouse affiliates with the Masonic

fraternity, being quite prominent in that organi-

zation, and belonging to lodge and commandery.

He also holds membership in the Independent Or-

der of Odd Fellows, and is connected with the

Knights of Pythias. His marriage occurred in

1850, at which time Miss Sarah N., daughter of

Samuel Gilbert, and a resident of Monroe County,

became his wife. They have had a family of four

children, three of whom are living, as follows: Ed-

win G., Peter G. and Laura E., the latter being the

wife of Maurice Hooven, of Weatherly.

HENRY E. SWARTZ, the efficient Registrar

and Recorder of Deeds of Carbon County,

is one of the highly respected citizens of

Mauch Chunk. He is both widely and favorably

known in the community, and we feel assured

that the record of his life will prove of interest to

many of our readers, so we gladly give it a place

in this volume. A native of Germany, he was born

in Bavaria on the 16th of October, 1834, and is a

son of John G. and Elizabeth (Weahr) Swartz, who

were well-to-do people. His father was a physician

in the town of Neustadt, and both parents died in

Germany.

The subject of this sketch attended school in

Noerdlingen, and completed his education in Nu-

remberg, where he remained until sixteen years of
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age, when alone he started for America, having

determined to try his fortune in the New World.

He now has one sister living in this country, a

resident of Cincinnati. On landing in New York

City Mr. Swartz made his way to Tamaqua, and

thence went to Pottsville, where he secured a posi-

tion as bookkeeper for David G. Yuengling. Sub-

sequently he engaged in school teaching, being

employed in this capacity in various places both

before and after the War of the Rebellion.

At the time when some of the southern states

attempted secession Mr. Swartz was clerking at

Penn Haven, but laid aside commercial duties and

enlisted in Company F, of what was known as the

Irish Infantry on account of the greater part of its

members being of that nationality. Mr. Swartz

became Sergeant of his company, which has since

become famous as the Buck Tail Rifles. After

serving for twenty months he was disabled for

duty and was honorably discharged. He then re-

turned to the north, and once more engaged in

teaching school for several terms, after which he

became bookkeeper and shipper for the extensive

lumber firm of Shortz, Lewis & Co. It was while

filling that position that he was made Commis-
sioners' Clerk by Daniel Rouse, Henry Boyer and
James Ash, who were then County Commissioners.

In 1882, while serving in that capacity, Mr.
Swartz became candidate for Registrar and Re-
corder, but failed of election. His efficiency as a

bookkeeper and penman was well known to the

officials of the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company,
and on the morning after the election he was
offered a position on the coal auditing depart-

ment by Harry E. Packer. Since that time he has

been identified with the company as a trusted and
faithful employe. He has also done considerable
clerical work in county offices, and is now serving
as Registrar and Recorder of Carbon County in a

creditable and acceptable manner.
Mr. Swartz was united in marriage with Miss

Rebecca Rehrig, of East Penn Township, Carbon
County. She died in September, 1891, leaving ten
children, seven of whom are still living with their
father. Mr. Swartz is a public-spirited and pro-
gressive citizen, ever alive to the best interests of
the community, and all who know him esteem him

highly for his sterling worth and strict integrity.

It was a fortunate day for him when he decided to

emigrate to America, for here he has found a

pleasant home and many warm friends and gained

for himself a comfortable competence.

11*^-

FOSTER I. SMITH, D. D. S., a successful

and popular dentist of Lehighton, stands

at the head of his profession in Carbon

County, and although a young man, is doing a

good business, entirely as the result of his skill and

ability. A native of Northampton County, he was

born on the 2d of May, 1861, and is a son of Iryin

Smith, who for many years was a well known mer-

chant of Northumberland and Snyder Counties.

He died in Middleburg, of the latter county, in

1877. His wife bore the maiden name of Fannie

Leimbach, and is a daughter of John B. Leimbach,

of Northumberland County. She is still living,

and now makes her home in Newark, N. J. In

their family were four children, of whom our sub-

ject is second in order of birth. The eldest, L. H.

Smith, is a prominent physician of Hazleton, Pa.

We now take up the personal history of Dr.

Foster Smith, who acquired his literary education

in the public schools and then took up the study

of dentistry under the direction of Dr. Henry Ahl,

of Bradford, Pa. After thus readiDg for some

time in a private office he entered the dental de-

partment of the University of Michigan at Ann

Arbor, from which institution he was graduated

on the completion of a thorough course of study.

In 1880 he took up his residence in Great Bend,

Susquehanna County, Pa., where he opened an of-

fice and engaged in practice for six years. On the

expiration of that period he came to Lehighton,

where he has since engaged in business.

On the 28th of November, 1883, in Great Bend,

Pa., was celebrated the marriage of Dr. Smith and

Miss Libbie Duttweiler, a native of the Keystone

State and a daughter of Martin Duttweiler. They

have one son, Irvin D. The Doctor is a member
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of Great Bend Lodge No. 338, F. & A. M., and the

Junior Mechanics of Lehigh ton. He is a young

man, energetic. and enterprising, and in his busi-

ness is meeting with a well deserved success.

JAMES McCREADY is one of the enterprising

and substantial citizens of Summit Hill.

His office is at Lansford, and he occupies the

position of chief clerk of the Lehigh Coal

and Navigation Company. As his name indicates,

he belongs to an old Scotch family, and his birth

occurred in Glasgow, Scotland, in 1851. His father,

died in that country, and when he was a child of

four years he was brought by his mother to Amer-

ica. After his arrival here he attended the public

schools for a time, and later received private instruc-

tion from Rev. John White, a Presbyterian min-

ister. After starting out to make his own way in

the world, he still continued his studies for four

years.

Mr. McCready sought and obtained a position

with the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company,

entering their employ in 1865, and serving as clerk

in one of their offices. This position he acceptably

filled, and his merits, trustworthiness and ability

won him quick promotion. At length he was made

chief clerk of the company, having his headquar-

ters in Lansford. He is one of the oldest employes

in years of continued service with the company,

having been connected with them in various capac-

ities for the past twenty-seven years. That he has

ever been faithful to his duty this long term of

service well indicates, and that he has the confi-

dence of his employers is shown by his continuous

promotion.

In June, 1873, Mr. McCready was married, the

lady of his choice being Miss Susan P. Hart, a na-

tive of Summit Hill, and a daughter of Nathaniel

Hart. Their union has been blessed with a family

of four children, two sons and two daughters: An-
na; Nathaniel, who is now in school; William and
Susanna. The family circle yet remains unbroken

by the hand of death, and the children are all yet

under the parental roof. The family is one of

prominence in the community, and its representa-

tives hold a high position in the circles of society

in which they move.

In religious belief, Mr. McCready and his wife

are Presbyterians, holding membership with the

church in Summit Hill. They take a leading and

active part in church and benevolent work, and

for sixteen years our subject has served as one of

the elders' of the church, For the same length of

time he has also been Superintendent of the Sun-

day-school, and his efforts in this direction have

resulted in muchgood. In politics he is an inflex-

ible adherent of the principles of the Republican

party, has served as an •efficient member of the

Borough Council, and has recentl}- been elected a

Director of the Poor of the middle coal field district.

He is a social and affable gentleman who has made

many friends in this community, and with pleasure

we present to our readers this record of his life work.

REUBEN SCHEIDY, whose sketch now

claims attention, is Postmaster of the

village of Scheidy and is likewise an agri-

culturist of prominence in North Whitehall Town-

ship. He was born in Lehigh County May 3, 1829,

and is a son of Peter and Margaret (Schneider)

Scheidy, the former of whom was a native of Berks

County, and the latter bom in this county.

Peter gcheidy, the grandfather of our subject,

was a native of Germany, who on coming to

America made location in Berks County, whence

he afterwat-d removed to Luzerne County. The

maternal aucestors of our subject were early set-

tlers of Lehigh County and were prominent in the

affairs of North Whitehall Township.

The father of our subject came to this township

in 1826, and here made his home until bis decease,

October 21, 1888, when in his eighty-fifth year.

Only four of- his family of children survive,

namely: Elizabeth, the wife of David Best, resid-
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ing in Walnutport, this state; Reuben; Sarah, now

Mrs. Joel Clauser, and John, a well known agri-

culturist of North Whitehall Township. The fa-

ther of these children had devoted his entire life

to farm pursuits, and in politics always voted with

the Republican party after its organization.

Reuben, of this sketch, was reared to mature

years on his father's farm and remained at home

assisting in its cultivation until 1855, when he re-

moved to what was then known as Rising Sun

Hotel and Postoffice, and forming a partnership

with Elias M. Kuntz, carried on mercantile busi-

ness there for four years. In the fall of 1859 he

came to his present location, still engaging as a

merchant and at the same time conducting a hotel

for eighteen years. Mr. Scheidy is also the owner

of eightj'-five acres of land, to the cultivation of

which he gives his personal attention, and makes

a specialty of raising Chester-white hogs and

Short-horn cattle. He has been prosperous in life

and is a man much liked throughout the commu-
nity for his sterling worth and integrity. For

eight years he was a successful iron ore contractor

in this count}', and during that time gave employ-

ment to a large force of men.

June 5, 1862, Mr. Scheidy was united in mar-

riage with Miss Eliza A., sister of Henry D. Keck,

of whom a sketch will appear on another page in

this work. The lady was a daughter of William

J. and Mary J. (Scheirer) Keck; the former is de-

ceased, and the latter now makes her home in

North Whitehall Township. They were both na-

tives of this state and the family is an old and
highly respected one in this vicinity. Of the chil-

dren born to Mr. and Mrs. Keck, the wife of our
subject is the eldest. The others are Calvin F.;

Caroline, Mrs. L. P. Miller; William O, Henry D.;

Ellen R., the widow of George Huttle; Mary A.
and Frank P.

To Mr. and Mrs. Scheidy have been born three

children, Sarah E., Mrs. F. C. Beck; Maggie M.,
the wife of A. D. Everett, and Ellen R. Public
spirited and progressive, Mr. Scheidy takes an act-

ive interest in everything pertaining to the wel-
fare of the community and does all in his power
to upbuild the county. He is a man who keeps
himself well posted on topics of interest, and in

politics never fails to cast a vote for Republican

candidates. He holds membership with the Lu-

theran Church of Egypt, this state. He was ap-

pointed Postmaster July 1, 1891, of which posi-

tion he is still the incumbent. His store, which is

18x20 feet in dimensions, is well stocked, and he

carries a full line of all articles usually found in a

good country store.

JOSEPH S. FISHER, District Attorney of Car-

bon County and a rising young lawyer, who

is rapidly making his way toward the front

rank at the Bar of Carbon County, was born

in this county in the mountain town of Summit

Hill, overlooking Lansford, April 14, 1854. His

parents were Patrick F. and Susanna (Conaghan)

Fisher. Both were natives of Ireland, and daring

their childhood crossed the Atlantic to America.

For many years the father engaged in mining.

Both parents are now deceased, and were buried in

Summit Hill Cemetery.

The subject of this sketch is the eldest in a fam-

ily of nine children, six sons and three daughters,

of whom six are yet living. He spent the greater

part of his boyhood and youth in the county of

his nativity, but lived for five years in Knox

County, Mo., whither he went with his parents.

He then returned and took up his residence in

Summit Hill. The public schools afforded him his

educational privileges, and after mastering the

common branches and some of the more advanced

studies, he began teaching, which profession he

followed for a period of eight years, proving a

capable and efficient instructor. Not wishing to

make that his life work, however, he determined

to enter the legal profession, and began the study

of law at Mauch Chunk in the office of Judge Al-

len Craig, a most eminent jurist. After thorough

preparation he was admitted to the Bar, in June,

1885, and at once began practice in Mauch Chunk,

where he has since remained. His abilities, both

natural and acquired, well fit him for the work
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which he has undertaken. He is a close student of

his profession, and earnest application and untir-

ing labor in the interest of his clients have won

him the confidence of all who know him.

Mr. Fisher has been honored with some public

offices, the duties of which he has discharged with

promptness and fidelity. In 1888 he was ap-

pointed County Solicitor of Carbon County, which

position he filled for two years. In 1889 he was

elected District Attorney of Carbon County with-

out opposition for a term of three years, and so

well did he fill the office, that on the expiration of

his first term he was re-elected again without op-

position. This certainly is a high testimonial of

his personal popularity and of his efficiency, and

of the trust reposed in him by his fellow-citizens.

Mr. Fisher is now serving as solicitor for a num-

ber of school districts, boroughs and townships,

and for a number of building and loan associa-

tions in Carbon County, among which are the Pro-

gressive of East Mauch Chunk, the Homestead of

Summit Hill and Summit Hill Building and Loan

Association. On questions of state and national

importance he supports the principles of the De-

mocracy, but at local elections votes independ-

ently, supporting the man whom he thinks best

qualified for the office.

"•"=**»-*-«»=

HON. JAMES C. KREAMER, M. D., is a

physician and surgeon who enjoys a wide

practice in Carbon County and makes his

home in Aquashicola, where he has been located for

nearly thirty-five years. He is widely and favora-

bly known all over the county, and during his

residence in this place has built up a most envia-

ble reputation as a leader in his profession.

The Doctor was born in Northampton County
December 18, 1833, his parents being John N. and

Julia A. (Snyder) Kreamer, natives of Northamp-
ton and Lehigh Counties respectively. The boy-

hood of our subject was passed on his father's

farm, and his education was obtained in the pub-

lic schools of the neighborhood. In order to

further extend his knowledge, he for a time was a

student in the Allentown Academy and also at-

tended the private academy of Professor Vande-
vere at Easton. While still a youth he conceived

the idea of becoming a physician, and to that end
bent every effort for several years. In order to

obtain the necessary means for acquiring a medi-

cal education, he secured a certificate and taught

school at Saegersville, in Lehigh County. With
Dr. Josiah Kern lie began his medical studies and
for the next four years gave as much of his time

as possible to the work. In 1859, after pursuing

the required course of study and attending the

medical lectures at the Berkshire College of Pitts-

field, Mass., he was graduated.

In the spring of 1860 Dr. Kreamer began prac-

tice at Aquashicola, which has since been the field

of his labors. He has met with uniform success as

a general family practitioner and in earlier years

his ride was quite extended. Several years ago

he invested in a farm and still owns one hundred

acres of well improved land, which he cultivates.

He is a member of the Carbon County Medical

Society and keeps in touch with new develop-

ments and discoveries in the surgical and medical

world. He owes his success in life to his own per-

severance and ability, and he has long been recog-

nized as a representative member of the medical

fraternity in the Lehigh Valley.

December 12, 1859, Dr. Kreamer wedded Mary

Scheirer, a native1 of Lehigh County, and by their

union have been born three children, namely:

Emma, wife of Solomon Snyder; Lillie J., Mrs.

Thomas Craig; and Martha, who has been called

from this life.

Fraternally, the Doctor is a member of Carbon

Lodge No. 242, F. & A. M., of Mauch Chunk,

Aquashicola Lodge No. 595, 1. 0. 0. F., and is also

identified with the Patriotic Order Sons of Amer-

ica. Religiously he is a member of the Evangel-

ical Church, in which he has served as Class-leader

and in other offices. Works of public improve-

ment and progress are always sure of obtaining

his favor and support and he is esteemed a man of

great public spirit. For one term he served as

Coroner of Carbon County and was elected to the
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State Legislature in 1877, serving for two succes-

sive terms. In educational matters also he basal-

ways taken great interest, having served as School

Director of Lower Towamensing Township, and is

Secretary of the Towamensing Mutual Farmers'

Fire Insurance Company.

-* —
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JOHN H. BEIGHE, Burgess of the Board of

the Council of East Mauch Chunk, is promi-

nently connected with the political interests

of Carbon County, having taken quite a

prominent part in public affairs as a supporter of

Republican 'principles. He was for some years

quite active in business circles, but excepting his

official duties he is now living retired. He was

born in Carbon County on the 8th of October,

1835, and is a son of John Beighe. His father was

a native of Northampton County, Pa., and was a

boat builder by trade. During the greater part of

his life he was engaged in the construction of

canalboats, out at length retired, having in a pre-

vious year acquired a comfortable competence that

enabled him to lay aside business cares.

The gentleman whose name heads this notice

was a child of only three years when with his par-

ents he left Mahoning Township and removed to

Mauch Chunk. He was the second youngest in a

family of seven children, four of whom are yet

living. The days of his boyhood and youth were

passed in Carbon County in his parents' home, and
the educational privileges which he received were
those afforded by the common schools. In that

way he acquired a fair English education, and to

his knowledge he has greatly added by reading,

business experience and observation. With his fa-

ther he learned the trade of boat building, and also

worked at the same with Cornelius Miller. The
canalboats which they constructed were used in

conveying all sorts of products from Mauch Chunk
to Philadelphia and New York. After he had mas-
tered the business Mr. Beighe began business along
that line in his own interest, and was thus success-

fully employed for a period of twenty-one years

from 1868 until 1889. He furnished employment

to some thirty men, and did an extensive business

obtaining thereby a good income.

In 1859 Mr. Beighe was united in marriage with

Miss Rebecca Nolen, who resided in Tamaqua, Pa.

One child was born of their union, Edwin E., who

is now employed as a traveling salesman by a gro-

cery house. The family make their home in East

Mauch Chunk, whither they came on the retire-

ment of Mr. Beighe from boat building. In 1890

he was elected to his present office for a term of

one year, and at each succeeding election he has

been chosen his own successor. He is faithful to

his duties, and the trust reposed in him is mani-

fested by his re-election. He is a warm advocate

of the Republican party, and does all in his power

to promote its growth and insure its success. So-

cially he is connected with the Royal Arcanum.

He possesses a good business and executive ability,

which characterized his father's career, and what-

ever he undertakes he carries forward to a success-

ful completion. In this way he has become one of

the substantial as well as one of the valued citizens

of the community. During his residence in East

Mauch Chunk he has become widely known and

has gained many warm friends.

WILLIAM F. KRAUSS. The mercantile

interests of Lehigh County have an

able representative in the gentleman

above named, who is the owner and proprietor of

a general store at New Tripoli. The building in

which he carries on business, and of which he is

the owner, is a substantial frame structure, 60x22

feet in dimensions, and two stories in height. The

stock, valued at $4,000 or $5,000, includes every

variety of merchandise usually carried in a first-

class village store—dry goods, groceries, queens-

ware, notions, hardware, etc. In 1893, under the

second administration of President Cleveland, he

was'appointed Postmaster at New Tripoli, which
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position he has since filled with efficienc.yand suc-

cess. His sales average between $10,000 and $15,-

000 per annum.

A native of the county where he now resides,

our subject was born in Lynn Township, January

18, 1845. The family which he represents was

numbered among the early settlers of Lynn Town-

ship, where his father, David Kranss, resided until

death. His mother, whose maiden name was Cath-

erine Rex, makes her home with W. F. The latter

was reared to manhood in Lynn Township, receiv-

ing his education in the common schools, and in a

select school at Danville, Pa. When about four-

teen years old he began clerking in a store at New
Tripoli, being thus engaged for three years, after

which he was a student in the Danville schools.

Upon his return to New Tripoli he was employed

as a clerk for a number of years.

The first business venture made by Mr. Krauss

was in 1871, when, in, partnership with Manas

Behler, he embarked in the mercantile business,

and for three years the firm of Krauss & Behler

conducted an extensive trade. The partnership

was then dissolved by mutual consent, and Mr.

Behler is at present a resident of Jacksonville, Pa.

Our subject subsequently engaged in the coal, lum-

ber and grain business for several years, after

which he returned to the occupation of a merchant

and has since continued in this line. In addition

to his other enterprises, he was for some time in-

terested in a slate quarry, and as a member of the

firm of Krauss & Sieger engaged in the manufac-

ture of roofing slate.

As a member of the Democratic party, Mr.

Krauss has taken an intelligent interest in public

affairs. For ten years he has served as Justice of

the Peace, and he has also filled the positions of

Auditor and Treasurer of Lynn Township. During

his incumbency of the office of School Director he

was instrumental in introducing the present effi-

cient graded school system now in use throughout

Lynn Township. This was done against the pro-

tests of many, but such has been the success of the

plan that everyone now sees its utility.

In July, 1871, Mr. Krauss was united in mar-

riage with Miss Henrietta, daughter of Francis

Weiss, formerly a resident of Weisenburg Town-

ship, Lehigh County, but now deceased. Three

children bless the union, Frank, George and Ella.

The family is identified with the Lutheran Church,

in which Mr. Krauss has officiated as Treasurer, and

he was also a member of the building committee

having in charge the erection of the edifice at New
Tripoli. Socially he is connected with the Order

of Junior American Mechanics. His success has

been attained solel}- through his own exertions,

and he is recognized among the most enterpris-

ing and progressive citizens of northern Lehigh

County.

T ALLEN SNYDER, attorney-at-law of Le-

highton, has worked his way upward until

he has attained a foremost place at the Bar

of Carbon County. He was born in Stroudsburg,

Monroe County, Pa., on the 15th of April, 1856,

and comes of one of the prominent families of

that county. His grandfather, George Snyder,

was of English and German lineage. His father,

John E. Snyder, was a native of Northampton

County, Pa., and as a means of livelihood followed

farming while at home. In early manhood he re-

moved to Stroudsburg, where he engaged in con-

tracting and building. He became a prominent

man of that community, and was closely identified

with the growth and development of that place.

He married Elizabeth Utt, a native of Pennsyl-

vania, born in Northampton County, and a daugh-

ter of Elias Utt, who was the founder of a general

store at Bangor, formerly Uttsville, which bore

his name when first started. Mrs. Snyder died in

Stroudsburg, July 25, 1888.

Mr. Snyder of this sketch is the eldest of three

children, two sons and a daughter. His education

was acquired in the common and high schools of

his native city, and in the Normal School of Mill-

ersville, from which institution he was graduated

after completing the scientific and classical course.

He then turned his attention to the profession of

teaching, and was employed for a time in that

capacity in the grammar school of his native city.
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Later he came to Lehighton, having in 1877 been

offered the Prineipalship of the schools of this

place. He accepted the same, and thus served for

two years.

Mr. Snyder then returned to Stroudsburg, and

after reading law under the direction of Hon.

John B. Storm, was admitted to the Bar in Monroe

County, in 1883. He then again came to Lehigh-

ton, and was once more Principal of the schools

for two years, after which he was elected County

Superintendent of schools of Carbon County for a

term of three years. So ably did he fill the office

that he was twice re-elected, serving in all for

nine years, with credit to himself and satisfaction

to his constituents. During that time he gave

some attention to the practice of law, and con-

tinued his reading; and on his retirement from

official life, in June, 1893, he at once entered the

legal profession, to which he now devotes his en-

tire time and attention. He has a good law library

and a handsomely appointed office, and is enjoy-

ing a liberal patronage.

On the 22d of December, 1879, Mr. Snyder was

united in marriage with Miss Emma Hauk, daugh-
ter of John and Sarah Hauk, of Lehighton. Their

union has been blessed with two children, Ray-
mond J. and Edith M. The parents were first

members of the First Presbyterian Church of

Stroudsburg, but later of the First Presbyterian

Church of Lehighton.

In his political views, Mr. Snyder is a Democrat,
and takes quite an active part in county and state

politics. Socially, he is a member of the Odd Fel-

lows' Society, the Knights of the Golden Eagle,
and the Royal Arcanum. In connection with his

other business interests he is now Secretary and At-
torney for the Building and Loan Association
Enterprises Nos. 1, 2 and 3, and is a stockholder in

the Lehighton Building & Loan Association. He
is serving as attorney for the Lehighton Land
Company, and is also its Secretary. He has-been
three times elected a member of the Executive
Committee of the State Teachers' Association and
was once its Chairman. He took an active inter-
est in institute work during his connection with
the schools, and in educational ranks he attained
a foremost and enviable position, being recognized

as one of the leading educators in the state. The
standard of excellence in all schools with which
he was connected was advanced, and his efficient

service in Lehighton is still manifest. He is a

wide-awake and enterprising citizen, is a forcible

and earnest speaker, and at the Bar is ra

winning prominence.

JOSEPH HUNSICKER,a prominent and pros-

perous farmer and stock-raiser of Washing-

ton Township, is a native of Lehigh County,

and his birth occurred January 12, 1844. He
is the son of Daniel and Elizabeth (Klotz) Hun-
sicker, both natives of this county. The paternal

grandfather was also born.in this county, while his

father is said to have come from Germany to this

country when a young man. Daniel Hunsicker

died during the Civil War, although he was not a

soldier. Of the parental family, those living are:

Joel, residing in Lowhill Township; our subject,

and Lewis, who lives in South Whitehall Town-

ship. The father served as School Director of

Washington Township for a number of years and

died in the faith of the Reformed Church.

The subject of this brief sketch was reared in

this county and has been a life-long farmer. He

received but a limited education in the common

schools of the district and is a self-made man in

the truest sense of the word. The present estate

of Mr. Hunsicker includes one hundred and twenty

acres of finely tilled land, on which he raises fine

crops each year. He also owns fine blooded ani-

mals of all kinds, in which he takes great interest.

Mr. Hunsicker and Miss Sarah Krouse were

united in marriage in 1868, and their union was

blessed by the birth of three children, Oliver, Wil-

son (deceased) and Richard D. The good wife and

mother was called to the land beyond in 1881.

The second union of our subject took place in

1883, when Mrs. Atellia Hoffman, the widow of

A. P. Hoffman, of Washington Township, became

his wife. Mrs. Hunsicker is the daughter of George
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Krouse. She became the mother of two children,

both of whom are deceased.

Mr. Hunsickerhas served his township efficiently

as School Director, and in his religious views is a

valued member of the Reformed Church, being

one of the elders of the denomination. He is

always in favor of everything tending to improve

the county and township and is justly recognized

as one of the prominent and influential citizens

of the township.

^^->*-<i=^->

CTyc BRAM STOUT, M. D., is the oldest and
/—\ leading physician of Bethlehem and stands

in the front rank of his profession in

Northampton County. He was a surgeon during

the late war, and is one of the prominent members

of the Loyal Legion. The Doctor was born in

Williams Township, within eight miles of Bethle-

hem, August 22, 1831, and is the son of Hon. Isaac

Stout, who was also a native of this county. His

grandfather, whose given name was Isaac, was an

agriculturist until shortly before his death, which

occurred at the age of four-score years. The pa-

ternal great-grandfather, Jacob Stout, came from

Germany, and settled in Williams Township in the

early days of its history.

The family originated in Hesse-Darmstadt, Ger-

many, and have always been noted for the posses-

sion of sterling and worthy characteristics. Our
subject's father owned a farm and sawmill and was
an enterprising and thrifty agriculturist. During
the War of 1812 he enlisted in the service, rising

to the rank of Major. His death occurred in

1857, when he had attained the allotted three-score

years and ten. In 1836 he was a member of the

Legislature, having been elected on the Demo-
cratic ticket. He served as Justice of the Peace

and was Postmaster at Stouts, which was named in

his honor. He followed sawmilling successfully

and acquired considerable property for those days.

His wife, whose maiden name was Catherine

Clemens, was born in Doylestown, Bucks County,

her father being a large farmer. Her family was
of English or Scotch descent, and adhered to the

Mennonite faith. The mother died in 1890, in her

eighty-eighth year. Our subject's father was a

Lutheran in religious belief.

The Doctor is one of eight children, only four

of whom are living. His brother, Hon. Lewis H.,

was an attorney in Bethlehem, and represented his

constituents in the State Legislature of 1868. The
sisters were Mrs. Frederick Christman, of Bethle-

hem; Mrs. Elizabeth Steckel, a resident of the

same place; and Catherine, Mrs. Samuel J. Shinier,

of Milton, Pa. The early years of the Doctor were

passed at Stouts, and he attended Vande Vers

School, at Easton, in 1850, after which he entered

Pennsylvania College and pursued a regular

course of study for eighteen months. His first

medical reading was under the inspection of his

uncle. Dr. A. Stout, and subsequently, in 1852, he

entered the department of medicine of the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania, from which he was grad-

uated in 1855, with the degree of Doctor of

Medicine.

On beginning his active career, Dr. Stout re-

mained at the home of 'his uncle, engaging in prac.

tice with him until 1857, when the latter gave up

his business, and our subject took his place. In

September, 1862, the Doctor was commissioned by

Governor Curtin First Assistant Surgeon of the

One Hundred and Fifty-third Pennsylvania In-

fantry, with the rank of First Lieutenant. Leav-

ing Bethlehem, he joined the Army of the Potomac,

taking part in the campaigns which included the

important battles of Fredericksburg, Chancellors-

ville and Gettysburg. When the term of his en-

listment expired, in July, 1863, he was mustered

out with his regiment, and' though offered a posi-

tion as surgeon of a cavalry regiment, he refused

on account of his family and business affairs. Re-

turning to Bethlehem he has since, without inter-

mission, engaged in constant practice. Under

Cleveland's first administration he' was Pension

Examiner, and is now serving in the same capacity.

On the staff of St. Luke's Hospital he is one of the

consulting surgeons, and holds membership with

the County Medical Association, of which he has

been President. He has been President of the Rail-
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road Surgeons of the Lehigh Valley, since the or-

ganization of the Lehigh Medical Association has

been Treasurer of the same, and also belongs to the

State and National Medical Associations. Frater-

nally he is much interested in secret societies— is a

Royal Arch Mason, belongs to the Commandery of

the Knight Templars, and also holds membership

with the Loyal Legion.

In Bethlehem, in 1857, occurred the marriage of

Dr. Stout and Miss Mary L. Cartright, wio was

born in Mauch Chunk, and whose death occurred

in 1887. Her father, Ira Cartright, was formerly

well known as a coal operator and prominent citi-

zen of Mauch Chunk. To the Doctor and his wife

three children were born. Ira C. is connected with

the zinc works in Joplin, Mo.; George Clymer,

who is a graduate of the Naval Academy of An-

napolis, and also of the University of Pennsylva-

nia, is assistant histologist in the University of

Pennsylvania; Charles Edward, also a graduate of

that celebrated university, from which he received

the degree of Doctor of Medicine, is a practicing

physician of South Bethlehem.

^^5 i^^^m^^i

HON. GEORGE M. DAVIES, Burgess and

capitalist of Lansford, is not one of the

native citizens of the Keystone State. He
was born across the water in South Wales, January

12, 1848, and in that country acquired a part of

his education. At length he bade adieu to friends

and native land, and with relatives crossed the

broad Atlantic to the United States. The vessel

in which they sailed dropped anchor in the harbor

of New York, and from that city they made their

way at once to New Jersey, where they located

for a time, removing later to Hazleton, Pa.

At Hazleton Mr. Davies began working in the

coal mines as a slate picker, obtaining thereby a

good practical knowledge of the business, which
proved of much benefit to him in later years. He
then became a contractor in the mines, supply ng
coal in large quantities. He worked a large force

of men, and continued to actively engage in that

business until 1883, meeting with excellent success

in his undertakings. He managed his interests

witli ability, and, as the result of his sagacity and

well directed efforts, won a handsome competence.

Mr. Davies was married in. 1870, the lady of his

choice being Miss Mary J. Hill, a native of Har-

leigh, Pa., and a daughter of David Hill. Their

union has been blessed with a family of nine chil-

dren. One daughter, Sarah, is now engaged in

teaching. David H., who pursued his studies for

some time at Millersville, is now attending the

United States Military Academy at West Point.

The younger children are all in school at Lans-

ford.

Mr. Davies came with his family to Lansford in

1883, and has since made it his home. During the

eleven years which have passed he has been ex-

tensively engaged in business as a coal contractor,

and furnishes employment to from one hundred

and fifty to one hundred and seventy men in the

great anthracite coal mines. He has one mine

at Springtonnel, near where the first tunnel was

driven by the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Com-

pany. Some of the coal mines in which he is in-

terested are from one hundred to one hundred and

sevent3'-five feet in thickness, and turn out a su-

perior quality of anthracite coal. He is still actively

engaged in business, although he has now accu-

mulated a fortune. He may truly be called a self-

made man, for he started out in life empty-handed,

with no capital save a pair of willing hands and a

young man 's bright hope of the future, and from

a humble position has steadily worked his way

upward to wealth and affluence. The obstacles in

his path have been overcome by persistent effort,

and his undaunted spirit has enabled him to press

forward where many another man would have

faltered or failed. His example may well serve to*

encourage others who, like himself, have to fight

life's battle unaided.

In politics Mr. Davies takes a prominent and

active part, and is a stalwart supporter of the Ee-

publican party, the principles of which he warmly

advocates. He labors earnestly in its interests,

doing all in his power to insure its success. He

has served as Chairman of the County Republican
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Committee, and in 1891 was nominated on the

ticket of that party as candidate for Congress from

the Eighth District. He made a strong race, and

reduced the Democratic majority from eleven

thousand to six thousand, a fact which indicates his

personal popularity and the high regard in which

he is held. In 1892 he was elected Burgess, was

re-elected in 1893, and is now serving as Mayor

by virtue of his office. He was elected Treasurer

of the borough of Lansford for four successive

years. He is an able and fluent speaker, logical

and convincing, and is well versed on all subjects

of general interest, so that when called upon he

is never at a loss for something to say.

-*»»-*e-«S=

JAMES G. EADIE, who is a successful mer-

chant of Weatherly, claims Pennsylvania as

his native state. He was born in New Cas-

tle, Schuylkill County, on the 26th of De-

cember, 1836, and is a son of Robert and Mar-

garet (Hunter) Eadie. His paternal ancestors were

of Scotch lineage, representatives of an honored

family of that land. His grandfather, who was a

sailor, saw service under Admiral Nelson at the

battle of Trafalgar and followed the sea through-

out life. He died in Scotland and there lies buried.

The father of our subject was born in Renfrew-

shire, Scotland, and was a miner by occupation.

About 1830 he emigrated to America and settled

in Schuylkill County, where he followed his chosen

vocation. He was killed in a mine in Nesquehon-

ing in 1851. He and his wife were the parents of

seven children, of whom only three are living,

namely: Robert Bruce; Ellen, widow of H. B. Will-

iams; and James G. In politics Mr. Eadie, Sr., was

an old-line Whig. In religious belief he was a

member of the Presbyterian Church. His wife,

also a native of Scotland, was born in Perth, and
was a cousin of Dr. Livingston, the famous Afri-

can explorer.

The rudiments of his education our subject ac-

quired in the public schools of New Castle, but

when about twelve years old his school days ended
and he began to work in the mines. In 1857 he

came to Weatherly and entered the employ of Mr.

Blakeslee, with whom he remained nine years.

Then going to Rockport, he bought a small store,

of which he continued owner and proprietor for

two years. Upon his return to Weatherly he em-

barked in the mercantile business, which he has

since conducted with success. In 1892 he located

at his present place of business, where he now car-

ries a complete assortment of general merchandise.

In addition to his store he is also the owner of a

farm near Weatherly.

With a number of the important enterprises of

Weatherly Mr. Eadie is intimately associated, be-

ing a Director in the water company, a Trustee

of the Weatherly Silk Mill Company, and a Di-

rector in the building and loan association. As a

member of the Republican party he is prominent

in the local councils of the party, and upon its

ticket has been elected to a number of borough

offices. He has served with efficiency as Chief

B,urgess, and also held the position of Jury Com-
missioner of the county.

The marriage of Mr. Eadie, occurring in 1861,

united him with Miss Elizabeth, daughter of Jo-

seph Stetler, of Weatherly. Twelve children were

born of their union, of whom the following-named

now survive: Margaret, Andrew J.; Janet, wife of

H. E.Depue, of Blossburg, Pa.; Robert; Bessie, who
married Daniel Helker, of Weatherly; Blanche,

Grace, Florence and Harriet.

i i i i ^*^«i «i«« ««

T~> DWARD M. MULHEARN, an attorney-at-

f^ C) law of Mauch Chunk, is a native of Penn-

sylvania, his birth having occurred in the

town which is still his home, on the loth of June,

1849. His parents, John and Ann (Sweeney) Mul-

hearn, were both natives of Ireland. John Mul-

hearn emigrated to America, and took up his resi-

dence in Carbon County, becoming one of its pio-

neer settlers. All the remainder of his life was
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passed here, and he was a prominent and repre-

sentative citizen. He is now deceased, but his

widow, the mother of Edward M., is still living1

,

at the age of eighty-seven years, and is yet well

preserved.

Mr. Mulhearn, whose name heads this record,

was the fourth in order of birth in the family of

seven children, five of them sons and two daugh-

ters, onty three of whom are now living. The
public schools afforded him some educational priv-

ileges, but his advantages in that direction were

not of the best during his earlier years. From
1861 until 1865 he was engaged during the sum-
mers in boatiDg on the canal, attending the public

schools through the winter seasons, and in the

latter year he entered St. Thomas College, at Villa-

nova, Delaware County, Pa. His literary educa-

tion being completed, he determined to take up
the study of law and make its practice his life

work; so with this end in view he entered the law
office of Daniel Kalbfus of Mauch Chunk. After

two years of thorough and systematic preparation

he was admitted to the Bar, on the 20th day of

June, 1873, and at once opened an office and began
practice.

In 1881 Mr. Mulhearn was elected District At-
torney on the Republican ticket for the county of
Carbon, and filled that office for two terms of

three years each, or for six years in all. At the
first election he received a majority of eight hun-
dred and fifty-four; but so well did he discharge
the duties of the office that in 1889 he was elected
a member of the Legislature by a majority of five

hundred and served for one term. He was ap-
pointed Solicitor of the Common Council of the
borough of Mauch Chunk, and again discharged
his duties with a promptness and fidelity which
won him high commendation. He takes a very
active interest in political affairs, doing all in his
power to promote the growth and insure the suc-
cess of his party.

Mr. Mulhearn was married on the 1st of Novem-
ber, 1881, the lady of his choice being Miss Mary
A. Behrendt, a daughter of John Behrendt. The
lady was called to her final rest on the 28th of
February, 1891, and left two children to mourn
her loss, a son and a daughter, John B. and Mary

D. She was a most estimable lady, possessed of

many excellent qualities, and all who knew her

held her in high regard. She held membership

with the Lutheran Church.

Mr. Mulhearn is now successfully engaged in

the practice of law in Mauch Chunk. He has been

called, either as defendant or prosecutor, in many
of the most important cases on the docket in Car-

bon County. He always labors in the interest of

his clients, and therefore receives a liberal patron-

age. His skill and ability, both natural and ac-

quired, have made him a successful attorney, and

he now occupies a prominent position at the Car-

bon County Bar.
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TT"V DWARD NEFF, well known as a prosper-

£ C) ous farmer and brick manufacturer, makes

his home in Heidelberg Township. He is

a native of this county, and was born October 11,

1834, his parents being George and Susanna (Hund-

warky) Neff, also natives of this county. The

great-grandfather of our subject was the founder

of the family in this township, and was among

the earliest settlers here. The father of our subject

died many years ago, and of the children born to

his wife, the following survive: Caroline, the wife

of Daniel Sensinger; Edward, our subject; Joel;

Leanna, the wife of Peter Hundwarky, and Maria,

Edward Neff was reared to man's estate in

this county, and aided his father on the home

farm until reaching his seventeenth year; at that

time he began to learn the shoemaker's trade, and

followed that business for the next ten years.

At the expiration of that time he again engaged

in farming, and in connection with agricultural

pursuits commenced to manufacture brick. His

estate comprises one hundred and ten acres of well

improved land, on which is to be found excel-

lent clay for brickmaking. He is upright and

conscientious, and is justly ranked among the

most successful men of the county. Mr. Neff is
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also engaged in the undertaking business in Sae-

gersville, which he has carried on since 1885.

Miss Fiana Hundwork became the wife of our

subject in 1857, and to them were born ten chil-

dren, six of whom are yet living. They are:

Charles; Flora, the wife of John Evans; Mary,

who married R. Hollenbarch; Wilson P., Henry O.

and Annie T. The good wife and mother died in

February, 1892.

Mr. Neff is a devoted member of the Reformed

Church, to which denomination his wife also be-

longed. Although sixty years of age, Mr. Neff

still does much hard work upon his farm. He is

a prosperous man, and is much liked throughout

the township for his sterling worth and integrity.

He is a member of the Republican party politic-

ally, and is ever ready to forward any movement

that will enhance the prosperity of the community.
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DAVID EBBERT, who is engaged in the

livery and feed and flour business in Le-

highton, is one of the wealthy and prom-

inent citizens of Carbon County, and is a self-

made man, who by his own efforts has arisen from

a humble position to one of affluence. He well

deserves mention among the representative citi-

zens of the community, and with pleasure we

present to our readers this record of his life. He

was born in Heidelberg Township, Lehigh County,

December 17, 1842, and is a son of Peter Ebbert,

who was a native of the same locality and was a

farmer by occupation. The paternal grandfather

of our subject was Jacob Ebbert. His mother bore

the maiden name of Mary Straub, and was a daugh-

ter of Jacob Straub. In the family were only two

children: Polly, now the wife of William Nicholas,

of Northampton County, and David.

The gentleman whose name heads this record

received but limited educational privileges, attend-

ing the schools of Cherryville and Indian Church,

and afterward conning his lessons in Lehighton.

He was early thrown upon his own resources and to

make his way in the world he accepted a position

as hostler. He was afterward employed in a hotel

kept by Robert Vance, of Cherryville, where he

remained until 1869. He then was with E. J. Kuntz

in the same business, and later secured work on the

canal, being thus employed for six months with

headquarters at Lehigh Gap. He wished to suc-

ceed in life, and was willing to follow any occu-

pation which would afford him an honest living.

Thus he succeeded in getting a start, and the in-

dustry and enterprise which have marked his ca-

reer have brought him prosperity.

Mr. Ebbert dates his residence in Lehighton from

March, 1863, at which time he entered the employ

of Thomas Kemerer, with whom he remained for

seven months. He was later employed by Daniel

Estman, hauling milk three months, and then at-

tended school two months. On the expiration of

that period he embarked in business for himself

with a small stock of flour and feed, which he sold

to the retail trade. As opportunity has afforded

he has extended his busjness facilities. In 1865

he purchased a horse and bugg}', and thus began

the livery business, which he has since successfully

carried on in connection with the flour and feed

store. Devoting his entire time and attention to

these interests, he soon found that his trade was

growing, and in order to meet the demands of

an increased patronage he enlarged his facilities.

Later he bought the sale stable of Daniel Estman

on North Street for $3,000, moved his own stock

into the same, and now has one of the best equipped

stables in Lehighton. Mr. Ebbert also handles flour

and feed by the car load, and hasalarge local trade,

besides making extensive shipments, his flour sales

amounting to two hundred sacks per month.

In 1867 Mr. Ebbert was united in marriage with

Miss Hannah Hartz, of Lehighton, daughter of

Jonas Hartz. Two children have been born to

them: Mary S., now the wife of Edward H. Bran-

nix, and Ellen J., at home. In 1880 Mr. Ebbert

built the fine three-story brick residence in which

he is now living, surrounded by the comforts and

luxuries of life. As his financial resources have

increased he has dealt to a considerable extent in

real estate, and now owns eighteen houses, which
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he rents. He is also connected with several indus-

tries of the city and is a stockholder in the First

National Bank of Lehighton. His possessions have

all been acquired through his own efforts, and are

monuments to his thrift and good management.

jgjjgjjjjjglljjffiggg^gg^^^:

C~y AMUEL HENN. Among the names held

V7 in honor in Rittersville, that which intro-

duces these lines has for many years occu-

pied a prominent place. Mr. Henn has borne an

important part in the growth of the place, main-

taining an unceasing interest in its prosperity and

contributing to its upbuilding.

Our subject was born in Lower Saucon Town-

ship, Northampton County, this state, July 10,

1823, and is the son of John and Catherine (Van-

horn) Henn, who were likewise natives of Penn-

sylvania. The parental family included besides

our subject Elizabeth, Josiah and Catherine. Sam-

uel was reared to manhood in his native place,

and meanwhile attended the schools taught near

his home. He was very apt, possessing a quick

mind, and being spurred on by the desire to be-

come a business man, he made rapid progress.

The paternal grandparents of our subject orig-

inally came from Germany, and his father, John
Henn, was a life-long resident of Northampton
County and died about twenty years ago. Sam-
uel, of this sketch, began to learn the trade of a

tailor when eighteen years of age, and after serv-

ing an apprenticeship of three years engaged in

business for himself, continuing to follow that

line of work for forty years. He was one of the

prominent tailors in Rittersville, and was for a
number of years proprietor of a shop in Allen-

town. For some time he owned a confectionery

store in the latter place, and having been very
successful in a financial way, is now living retired

from active labor.

Mr. Henn of this sketch was married July 7,

1846, to Miss Hannah Hunt, who was born in this

county February 4, 1824. She was the daughter

of Alvin and Hannah (Trovst) Hunt, natives re-

spectively of Connecticut and Pennsylvania. Mrs.

Henn is of English descent on her father's side

while the ancestors of her mother came from Ger-

many. She was reared in the Nutmeg State, and

received a good education in the public schools

near her home. After the removal of her parents

to this county she taught school for some time.

To Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Henn were born ten

children, of whom the following are living: Alice,

the wife of T. G. Osenbach; Josephine, Mrs. George

Breining; Mario N. G.; Ida, the wife of Joseph

Schnerring; Mary, Mrs. Ambrose Beclitel, and

Sarah, the wife of John Mack. In 1867 our sub-

ject came with his family to Rittersville, where

he has made his home since that time, and here he

has. risen until he now occupies a prominent place.

He has done his share toward advancing the in-

terests of the community, and his life has been

a busy one. He affiliates with the Evangelical

Church, as does also his wife, and they give lib-

erally towards its support.

JAMES J. BEVAN, the Supervising Princi-

pal of the public schools of Mauch Chunk,

is a native of Carbon County, and is at

present (1894) thirty-two years of age. His

parents, William E. and Ann Bevan, were well

known and highly respected residents of thecoun-

ty for man}7 years. William E. Bevan held many

positions of public trust at various times, the last

being that of Treasurer of Carbon County in

1872. He was widely known throughout this sec-

tion of the state as a man of sterling worth and

high character. His death occurred at Catasauqua,

Pa., in 1884, and that of his wife at Mauch Chunk,

in 1892.

James J. Bevan is the sixth in a family of nine

children. His boyhood was spent in his native

county, where he attended the public schools un-

til his fifteenth year, acquiring therein a sound

common-school education. In 1876 he accom-

i
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panied his parents to Alabama, whither his father

went to invest in and develop some mining inter-

ests owned and operated by several Pennsylvania

capitalists in and around Helena, Shelby County.

During his four years' residence in the south he

continued his studies in the Shelby Collegiate

Institute, one of the best schools in the state. He

pursued a Latin and scientific course, and com-

pleted the same with credit and high rank as a

student.

Shortly after the return of his family to Penn-

sylvania, in 1880, Mr. Bevan entered the exami-

nation before the State Board of Examiners, under

State Superintendent Higbee, as a candidate for

the state teachers' diploma. He passed a thorough

and satisfactory examination, and received this

diploma in 1885. He then engaged in the profes-

sion of teaching as Principal of the Second Ward

schools of Mauch Chunk. The following year, in

recognition of his ability and work in this posi-

tion, he was elected Principal of the high school,

a position which he still holds. Under his capable

and progressive management the schools of Mauch

Chunk have been steadily improved, and to-

day they rank among the best of those in east-

ern Pennsylvania for thoroughness and efficiency.

Through his perseverance and energy the high

school of Mauch Chunk has one of the most com-

plete libraries and best equipped physical laborato-

ries connected with any public school in the state;

and it was one of the first to introduce separate

courses of study for students who find special

studies best adapted to their needs.

In his profession Mr. Bevan immediately took

a prominent position as a teacher, and is to-day

one of the best known educators in this section.

He takes an active part in all educational meet-

ings, and has earned a reputation as a forcible,

practical, and thoughtful speaker. He has always

been a close and enthusiastic student of the science

and history of education, on which subjects he has

frequently addressed teachers' institutes and other

assemblies. He is a graduate of the National Sum-
mer School of Methods and of the Chautauqua

Teachers' Retreat.

In 1889 Mr. Bevan was united in marriage with

Miss Frances L. Cole, of Mauch Chunk, a daugh-

ter of Reuben and Francesca A. Cole, who came

from two of the oldest and best families in Le-

high County. Their only child, Mary Francesca,

is a bright little girl of four years. In social cir-

cles, where true worth and intelligence are pass-

ports, they hold a respected position, and in the

community at large have many friends.

Principal Bevan takes an active interest in all

enterprises calculated to prove of public benefit.

He is a member of the Young Men's Christian

Association, before whom he has several times lec-

tured on scientific subjects. As Secretary of the

Marion Hose Company, a well known and efficient

organization, he takes an active part in all matters

pertaining to the Fire Department. He is a prom-

inent member of Mauch Chunk Lodge No. 76,

I. 0. O. F., has passed all the chairs, and has held

various high offices of trust and honor as repre-

sentative of his lodge. His family are all mem-

bers of the First Presbyterian Church of Mauch

Chunk. Mr. Bevan is a pleasant, genial gentle-

man, and is everywhere regarded as a man of good

judgment and strict morality.

&&

REUBEN ZIEGENFUS, ex-Sheriff of Car-

bon County, is an esteemed and honored

citizen of Lower Towamensing Township.

He was born in this county November 25, 1822,

and is a son of John A. and Catherine (Harleman)

Ziegenfus, the former of whom was a native of

Northampton County. He came to this county

with his parents when a child, and here passed the

remainder of his life.

Our subject grew to man's estate and received

a common-school education in Carbon County.

Afterward he attended for a time a private school

conducted by Prof. John Vandevere, of Easton, Pa.

After passing the necessary examinations the youth

obtained a certificate and taught school for several

terms in the winter. His first public position was

as Constable of this township, in which he served

for several terms; and in November, 1864, he was
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elected Sheriff of Carbon County, serving one term

to the entire satisfaction of all concerned.

In 1865 Mr. Ziegenfus married Mrs. Mary A.,

widow of John Miller, and daughter of Conrad

Weiss, both formerly of this county. To our sub-

ject and wife was born one son, Eugene A., who
married Miss Mary Pearsel, by whom he had three

children, Minnie M., Jennie and Lillie.

Religiously our subject is a member of St. John's

Union Lutheran Church, in which he is serving as

Elder. Socially he is identified with the Independ-

ent Order of Odd Fellows, belonging to the lodge

at Aquashicola. In politics he uses Ins right of

franchise in favor of the Democratic party and

has always shown himself to be a patriotic citizen.

For many years he has devoted himself to the cul-

tivation of his farm, which has within its bound-

aries about fifty-three acres. The place is fertile

and well cultivated, being kept in a thiifty condi-

tion b3r the industrious owner. Whether acting

in public or private capacities, Mr. Ziegenfus has

always kept the interests of his fellow-citizens

near to his heart and has done everything in his

power to aid in the progress and upbuilding of

this region. He supports worthy enterprises, and

is a strong friend to education. Personally he

bears a creditable name for integrity and a high

sense of honor in every relation with his fellow-

men.

£MGz
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LEWIS HARLEMAN is a well known mer-

chant of Packerton, Carbon County, and
from a- very humble beginning has built up
a large trade and an enviable reputation for

fair dealings and reliable goods. It is only eight

years since he started his business in this place,

and he has met with phenomenal success in this

enterprise. In his well appointed store he keeps a

full line of groceries, boots and shoes, clothing,

and such lines of merchandise as are usually found

in a first-class general mercantile establishment.

The parents of our subject are Edwin and Susan

(Dodson) Harleman, who are both natives of this

county, and who came from old and honored fam-

ilies of this vicinity. At the present time they

are residents of Weatherly. The birth of our sub-

ject occurred in this county June 27, 1862, in the

village of Weatherly, where his boyhood was passed.

When thirteen years old he began clerking in a

merchant's store, and remained in his employ for

four years, learning in this time much about the

business. At the end of that time he went to

Bethlehem, Pa., and was for six months engaged

in learning telegraphy. After he had mastered

that calling, he came to Packerton, and was for

some years employed as an operator in the office

of the Lehigh Valle3' Railroad, most of this time

being in the forwarding department.

In 1887 Mr. Harleman embarked in his present

occupation, and has since devoted his energies to

the extension of his trade and the upbuilding of

his business. The store which he first occupied

was only 16x24 feet in dimensions, and his capi-

tal, which he invested in a small stock of supplies,

then comprised only about $700. Since that time

the store has been enlarged twice, and he keeps

on hand goods valued at about $7,000. The store

building is three stories in height, and in order to

meet the demands of his trade the proprietor em-

ploys four clerks and one delivery man; two

wagons and teams are kept running much of the

time. In this establishment may be found nearly

all of the principal necessities of life, and it is a

great convenience to his customers to be enabled

to purchase all of their supplies at one place.

Fraternally Mr. Harleman is a member of the

Masonic order, affiliating with the lodge at Mauch
Chunk, and is a Knight of Pythias, being identi-

fied with the lodge of this place. In politics he

deposits his ballot in favor of Republican nomi-

nees and the principles outlined by that party.

In religious faith he is a Presbyterian, and is a

member of the Packerton Church of that denomi-

nation. He has relied upon his own industry and
natural ability since he was a lad of thirteen

years, and is truly a self-made man. He has suc-

ceeded far beyond his expectations, and is num-
bered among the enterprising young commercial

men of Carbon County.

In 1884 was celebrated the marriage of our

subject and MiSS- Lizzie Koons, of Weatherly, and
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three children have graced their union, namely:

Edwin, Lizzie and Morris. Mrs. Harieman was

born in Weatherly, received a good education, and

is a lady of refinement and culture.

JAMES H. SCHOLL, the genial and well

known proprietor of the general mercan-

tile store at Cross Roads, Moore Township,

Northampton County, has been engaged suc-

cessfully in business here since 1879. In his store

may be found a well selected stock of all kinds of

dry goods, groceries, notions, hardware, hats and

caps, boots and shoes, wood, willow ware, paints,

oils, glass, etc. In addition to the above lines he

has a general flour and feed department and, in

short, is well equipped to meet the wants of his

customers, however varied they may be.

The entire life of Mr. Scholl has been passed in

this county, where his birth occurred July 28, 1844.

His parents are James and Catherine (Lawfer)

Scholl, residents of Moore Township. Of that

township they are natives and highly respected

people. The Scholl family has long been identified

with the history of this county, to which our sub-

ject's great-grandfather emigrated at a very early

day in its history. His descendants in large num-

bers have until this day been residents of Moore

Township.

The boyhood and youth of Mr. Scholl were

passed on his father's farm, where he was made

acquainted by practical experience with the duties

pertaining to carrying on a farm, and where he

learned industrious and business-like habits, which

have been the basis of his success in after years.

His father, in addition to his farm, ran a mill, in

which branch of business James H. was also in-

structed. He attended the public schools during

his youth, and for four sessions was a student in

Weaversville Academy in the city of that name,

and subsequently taught school for five terms in

the townships of Moore and Bushkill. On reach-

ing his majority he entered a mercantile business

11

as a clerk, for seven years being employed by Owen
Reyer, of Beersville, this state. Subsequently he

entered into partnership with F. J. Meyers, at

Petersville, doing a general merchandise business,

and together they continued in the same for a

period of five years.

On account of failing health Mr. Scholl then

sold out his interest, and for a time found it prac-

ticable to retire from active business. - In 1879, his

health having been in a measure restored, he again

embarked in business at his present place, where

he has prospered beyond his expectations. While

at Beersville he likewise engaged in the coal busi-

ness, being a member of the firm of Reyer Bros. &
Co. for two years. This venture, however, was

unsuccessful, and he was not unwilling to close

out that branch of business.

Our subject chose for his wife and companion

in life Miss Ellen E., daughter of Abram Meyers,

formerly of Bushkill Township, but now deceased.

Our subject was a member of the Masonic order,

and in politics was a stanch Republican. While liv-

ing in Petersville he served efficiently as Postmaster

for seven years. He has ever shown that he has the

welfare of the to-vnship at heart, and is worthy of

the high regard in which he is held by all who

know him. As a business man his standing is high,

for he is known to be a man of his word. He is a

Republican in politics, and in religious belief be-

longs to the Lutheran Church.

X~THARLES S. GREENAWALD. The fur-

C^\y niture and undertaking establishment of

which this gentleman is the owner and

proprietor has since 1874 been represented among

the leading industries of Steinsville. Having been

at its head for twenty years, he is thoroughly fa-

miliar with every detail of the business, and

through energy and the exercise of good judg-

ment has maintained his credit in financial circles

and the confidence of the people of Lehigh Coun-

ty. He manufactures various kinds of furniture,
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also coffins and caskets, employing three men in

the shop and three in the furniture department.

He also avails himself of all modern appliances for

the saving of labor, and lias in his shop a turning

lathe, jig saw and molding machine.

In addition to the enterprise mentioned Mr.

Greenawald is the owner of about seventy-three

acres of land, which being advantageously situated

and well cultivated proves a valuable addition to

his property. The Steinsville Creamery Company
was established largely through his efforts, and he

is at present serving as a stockholder and Secretary

of the company. He has been a resident of Steins-

ville since 1874, and has identified himself with

the development of the place commercially, socially

and morally.

The Greenawald family was for several genera-

tions identified with the history of Berks County,

Pa., and there Charles S. was born October 1, 1845,

to the union of Jonathan and Polly Greenawald,

natives of Berks County, and now deceased. Our
subject was orphaned by his father's death when
he was a lad of thirteen years, and he was after-

ward obliged to become self-supporting. For four

years he was employed upon farms in Berks Coun-
ty, and at the age of seventeen began to learn the

trade of a cabinetmaker and undertaker with Peter

Burkey, at Hamburg, Pa., serving an apprentice-

ship of three years. Afterward he followed his

trade as a journeyman, and for three years was em-
ployed in Hartstown, Crawford County, Pa., in

partnership with Samuel Miller, the firm conduct-

ing business under the name of Miller & Greena-

wald.

July 29, 1866, Mr. Greenawald married Miss

Caroline Zweizig, a native, of Hamburg, Pa., and
five children were born to the union. The four

now living are: Howard L., who is studying law at

Reading, Pa.; Thomas J., Charles E. and Agnes.
In his political views Mr. Greenawald is a Demo-
crat, always supporting with his ballot and influ-

ence the principles of that party. He is especially

interested in educational matters, and for three

terms served as School Director of Lynn Town-
ship.

The religious belief of our subject brings him
into affiliation with the Reformed Church, in which

he has officiated as Elder and Deacon. Socially he

is connected with the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, and is Secretary of the lodge at Steinsville.

He holds the same position in the Patriotic Order

Sons of America. The Order of the United Ameri-

can Mechanics, Senior and Junior, also number him

among their representative members. He gives

his co-operation to all progressive measures, and is

justly recognized as one of the public-spirited citi-

zens of the county.

"=]^H^(S_
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WILSON L. KXJTZ, M. D., a popular and

highly respected physician of Weiss-

port, where for several years he has

successfully engaged in the practice of medicine,

was born in Berks County, Pa., on the 9th of May,
1854. His grandfather, John Kutz, was of Ger-

man descent. His father, Samuel D. Kutz, is a

farmer by occupation, and carried on agricultural

pursuits during his active business life, but is now
living retired in Allentown, enjoying the rest

which he has truly earned and richly deserves.

His wife, who has been his faithful companion and

helpmate on life's journey, bore the maiden name
of Caroline Dry. By their marriage were born

eight children, six sons and two daughters, and
the family circle yet remains unbroken by the

hand of death.

The Doctor is the fourth in order of birth. He
was educated in the district schools and in the

Kutztown Normal School, from which institution

he was graduated in 1 870. He then went to Phila-

delphia to learn the drug business, and entered the

College of Pharmacy, from which he was gradu-

ated in 1874. He took up the study of medicine

in the Jefferson Medical College, and after pursu-

ing a three years' course of study in that institu-

tion was graduated therefrom in the Class of '78.

During the two succeeding years Dr. Kutz re-

mained in Philadelphia engaged in general prac-

tice, after which he removed to the village of

Parryville, where he conducted a successful prac-
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tice for six' years. In 1887 he came to Weissport,

where he formed a partnership with Dr. J. G. Zern,

under the firm name of Zern & Kutz, which con-

nection still continues, mutually pleasant and prof-

itable. They engage in general practice, and these

gentlemen constitute one of the leading business

firms of the city.

A marriage ceremony, performed in 1872 united

the destinies of Dr. Kutz and Miss Victoria Diehl,"

of Philadelphia, daughter of Jacob Diehl. Two
children grace this union, Leroy and Harry Cooper.

The Doctor is a member and ex-President of the

Carbon County Medical Society, also of the Le-

high Medical Society and the State Medical Asso-

ciation. He is a Director in the building and

loan association, and socially is connected with

several orders, including the Red Men, the Junior

Order United American Mechanics and the Knights

of Honor. He also belongs to the National Protec-

tive Union Society of Pennsylvania. He is now

well established in practice and receives from the

public a liberal patronage, which is well deserved.

He is a close student of the profession, keeps abreast

with the times and has worked his way upward to

a position of prominence in the fraternity in Car-

bon County. In manner he is pleasant and genial,

and through the many excellencies of his charac-

ter has gained a large circle of friends who hold

him in high regard.

H&>

ry APT. ALLEN J. BRADER. Lehigh Coun-

,\~_J ty sent many brave, patriotic men to the

front during the Civil War, that trying

time which tested a man 's loyalty and devotion to

his country. Among them was Mr. Brady, who

won honor as a soldier, and rose from the ranks to

an important official position in his regiment. He

is now quietly pursuing farming in North White-

hall Township, and has done good service here in

the aid he has given his fellow-agriculturists in

promoting the growth of this part of the county.

Allen J. Brader was born in Allentown, June

23, 1836, and is a son of Charles and Mary (Drol-

linger) Brader, also natives of this county. The

Brader family originally came from Germany, and

the first to locate in America made settlement in

Northampton County in a very early day. On his

grandmother's side our subject is of Revolution-

ary stock. The family, which bore the name of

Frantz, consisted of seven members, all of whom
were killed by the Indians and were buried in one

Grave in Salisbury Township.

Captain Brader, of this sketch, passed his boy-

hood days in Allentown, and when sixteen years

of age decided to learn the trade of a machinist.

He entered the agricultural works, and for three

years was in the employ of his father, who, in com-

pany with John Young, was the proprietor of that

establishment. He followed this line of trade un-

til the outbreak of the late war, when, in October,

1861, he went to the front as a member of Com-

pany K, Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Infantry. They

operated principally in the Shenandoah Valley, and

May 15, 1864, fought the battle of Newmarket.

Later they participated in the engagements at

Piedmont, Lexington, Va., Lynchburg, Snicker's

Gap and Winchester, at which latter place Mr.

Brader was captured, and was confined in prison

in Columbia, S. C, where he was compelled to stay

for seven months. He was also captured on an-

other occasion on the Potomac River, and held for

two months in Richmond and Libby Prisons. Our

subject was honorably discharged in March, 1865,

after which he returned to Allentown and followed

his former business for a time in company with

his brother Frank, under the firm name of Brader

Bros.

Upon dissolving partnership with his brother,

our subject removed to the place where he is now

living, and has been a resident of Cherry Ford

since the spring of 1869. He was married to Miss

Amanda Newhard in 1858, and to them have been

born a son and daughter, Henry and Ella. The

wife and mother departed this life in November,

1886, beloved by all who knew her. She was a

most worthy Christian lady and a member of the

Reformed Lutheran Church.

Mr. Brader embraces every opportunity for

aiding and advancing the interests of the com-

munity in which he makes his home. He belongs
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to the Democratic party in politics, and on all sub-

jects his judgment is good. Well educated, he

has naturally been called upon to fill responsible

positions, and served as School Director for some

time. He owns a half-interest in one hundred acres

of land in this township, on which he resides and

from which he derives a satisfactory income.

IMON WALK. This venerable and repre-

sentative citizen of Carbon County is at

present residing in Franklin Township.

He is a native of this county, and was born Octo-

ber 20, 1822, to George and Maria (Strol) Walk,

natives respectively of Berks and Northampton

Counties.

The father of our subject came to Carbon Coun-

ty when a young man, and made settlement in

Franklin Township, where he spent the remainder

of his life, and died when quite aged. Of his fam-

ily, Solomon, the eldest, makes his home in the

above township; Julia is the wife of Jacob Zieg-

enfus, and also resides in that township; and Si-

mon, of this sketch, was the next in order of birth.

His early years were uneventfully passed in his

native county, where he attended the district

school, and became acquainted with farm pursuits.

For many years after attaining mature life, our

subject engaged as a butcher in addition to culti-

vating the soil, after which he bought a milk route

in Lehighton, Weissport and Packerton, and was

employed in selling milk for some time thereafter.

Simon Walk and Miss Sabina Stout, a native of

Northampton Count}', were united in marriage

October 16, 1842. Mrs. Walk was the daughter

of Thomas Stout, and by her union with our sub-

ject there were born nine children, of whom seven

are living, namely: William; Maria, the wife of

A. Solt; Drusila, now Mrs. W. Lichel; Amanda,
the wife of Jacob Warner; Emma, who married L.

Stroll; William and Thoma M.

Mr. Walk during his early years conducted

farming operations with skill and success, and is

now the possessor of a valuable tract of eighty-

five acres. He is a man who stands high in the

esteem of all who know him, and his honorable

life and uniform kindness of heart endear him to

his acquaintances. He is in favor of all measures

which have for their object the betterment of his

community, and in all the relations of life is hon-

orable and upright. In religious affairs he is an

earnest member of the Lutheran Church, and in

the congregation near his home has held an official

position.

About 1846 Mr. Walk located on his present

homestead; this was at a time when the country

was very thinly populated and there was not even

one house between his dwelling and Weissport.

He has witnessed with pride the rapid progress

which the township has made in coming to the

front, and has aided very materially in various

enterprises which tended toward its upbuilding.

In politics he is a Democrat.

JAMES F. BLOSE is a fine representative of

our self-made and self-educated men, and

the work he has accomplished has placed him

among the well-to-do business men of Slate-

dale, where he is carrying on an extensive lumber

business, handling railroad ties, telegraph poles

and yellow pine flooring. He likewise does a

profitable business as a coal merchant and also

keeps for sale in his yards slate, lime, sand and

planing mill supplies.

Like many of the best residents of this county,

our subject is native born, his birth occurring June

2, 1860. His parents are Joel and Sarah Blose,

natives of Washington Township, where they were

honorable and prosperous agriculturists. James

F. was reared the same as are most farmers' sons,

early acquiring a practical knowledge of agricult-

ural pursuits and securing a fair education in the

schools in the -vicinity. After reaching manhood

he worked in a sawmill owned by his father and

elder brother until 1890, when he engaged in bus-

iness on his own account.

The lady to whom our subject was married in
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1887 was known in her maidenhood as Eliza-

beth Paules. To them have been born a son and

daughter, Ralph and Minnie. Not only has Mr.

Blose pursued his business with energy and

brought to bear upon it a high degree of intelli-

gence, but he has manifested an almost equal

amount of zeal for the public welfare. He may be

counted upon to bear a part in every worthy en-

terprise which is promulgated in the neighborhood,

and in social affairs belongs to the Independent

Order of Odd Fellows and also to the Knights of

Malta. He is an active member of the Heidelberg

Reformed Church, with which he has been con-

nected for many years.

Gz& "^ Gifc& -^r>^"
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PHAON W. BITTNER. Prominent among
the citizens of Heidelberg Township who
have materially contributed to its pros-

perity is the subject of this sketch. He is a native

of this county and is now the proprietor of a

gristmill, foundry and machine shop located at

Pleasant Corners. He is very successful in his

business enterprises and employs in his shops two

men, superintending the work himself.

Our subject was born April 9, 1857, to Stephen

and Rebecca Bittner, natives of New Tripoli, this

county, and farmers by occupation. Young Bitt-

ner was educated in the common schools of his

native place and engaged in farming until reach-

ing his twenty-third year. At that time he began

to learn the trade of a machinist, starting a repair

shop, which he still carries on quite extensively.

In addition to this Mr. Bittner at first sold agri-

cultural implements to some extent, and was quite

successful, being well acquainted with all the farm-

ers round about. In 1891 he erected his present

mill and turns out chopped feed and middlings.

The mill contains only one pair of burr-stones,

but the facilities are sufficient for the amount of

trade in the vicinity.

Mr. Bittner was united in marriage with Miss

Amanda Snyder in 1881. The lady is the daugh-

ter of John and Sarah Snyder, natives of Heidel-

berg Township. The former is deceased, but the

latter makes her home with our subject. To this

young couple were born four children, three of

whom are living. They bear the names of Clara

M., Elmer V. and Albert J. The deceased child

was Morris.

Socially Mr. Bittner is a member of Central

Lodge No. 636, 1. O. 0. F., located at Pleasant

Corners, and is now holding the office of Past

Grand of his lodge. Lodge No. 391, P. O. S. of A.,

Saegersville, also claims him as one of its leading

members. Politically Mr. Bittner is a stanch Re-

publican. With his good wife he is a valued mem-
ber of the Lutheran Church and is a man well

known throughout the community for his square

dealings and perseverance. A successful business

man, he has won an enviable reputation in com-

mercial circles and is accorded high esteem and

confidence.

IgL. .J§>

DAVID G. WATKINS, Prothonotary and

Clerk of the Courts of Carbon Count3',

has spent his entire life in Pennsylvania.

He is numbered among the native sons of this

county, for he was born in Nesquehoning on the

14th of February, 1864. His parents were Will-

iam and Rachel (Richards) Watkins.. The father

was a miner, and followed that business for many
years. Both he and his wife were natives of Wales,

but in early life crossed the briny deep to the New
World, and located in Carbon County, where they

still reside.

Mr. Watkins, whose name heads this record, was

reared to manhood under the parental roof, and

no event of special importance occurred during

his childhood. He began his education in the

public schools of his native place, and his early

privileges were supplemented by a course in the
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State Normal School of Millersville, Pa., where he

pursued his studies for one year. He then em-

barked in teaching in Carbon County, and met

with good success in his undertakings, having the

happy faculty of readily imparting his knowledge

to others. He continued to follow teaching for

several years, being employed along that line until

1891, when he was elected Prothonotary and Clerk

of the Courts of Carbon County. In January,

1892, he entered upon the duties of the office, serv-

ing in that capacity with credit to himself and

satisfaction to his constituents. His popularity as

officer was proven when, in 1894, he was re-elected

to fill the same office. He is still a young man,

with probably a long future before him, and in the

years to come, if he continues to walk in the path

of industry and enterprise in which we now find

him, he will have a successful and honorable career.

In politics he is a supporter of the Republican party.

In the community where he resides he has many
warm friends, and his many excellences of char-

acter have gained him the high regard of all.

* » >> » >» hi ph.

HON. CHARLES H. SEIDLE. It is not ease

but effort, not luck but labor, that wins

success in the busy workaday world. Upon
those who are energetic, persevering, industrious

and honorable, fortune bestows her favors, though
in varying degree. As one who has gained an
honorable place in the regard of his fellow-men

and in the respect of the business world, mention
properly belongs to Judge Seidle, formerly Associ-

ate Judge of Carbon County, and now one of the

prosperous business men of Normal Square, Mahon-
ing Township. The events in the life of this gen-

tleman will possess interest for the many readers

of the Record, and to the young will furnish an
example worthy of emulation.

The entire life of the Judge has been passed in

Carbon County, and here his birth occurred Decem-
ber 8, 1842. His parents were Jonathan and Sallie

(Kocher) Seidle, natives of Pennsylvania, the for-

mer born in Northampton County, and the latter

in Carbon County. Both the paternal and mater-

nal ancestors were represented among the early

settlers of the Lehigh Valley, with the develop-

ment of which they were prominently identified.

Charles H. is the eldest in a family of six children.

He was reared to manhood in the locality of his

birth, receiving a common-school education in the

home neighborhood. It was his ambition to gain

a collegiate education, but his father being a man

of limited means, this privilege was not accorded

him. However, by self-culture he has atoned for

the lack of early advantages, and is now a well in-

formed man, thoroughly posted concerning events

of local and national importance. In early man-

hood he was for five winter seasons engaged as

school teacher in Carbon County, in which pro-

fession he met with success.

The business career of Mr. Seidle began in 1863,

when he secured a position as clerk with Daniel

Nothstein, a merchant at Normal Square. Until

the death of that gentleman he remained in his

employ, and then assumed control of the business,

which he has since conducted with success. As a

merchant he is efficient, energetic and persevering,

and the success that has rewarded his efforts is

truly merited by his devotion to the work. In

addition to merchandising, he has been identified

with other important interests, and for a number
of years served efficiently as Postmaster at Normal

Square. In 1888 he was elected Associate Judge

of Carbon County, which position he held for five

years, filling it with marked efficiency and to the

satisfaction of all concerned. In political belief

he is a Democrat, stanch in his adherence to party

principles.

On New Year's Day of 1855 Judge Seidle was

united in marriage with Catherine A., daughter

of the late Daniel Nothstein, of Carbon County.

Three children were born of this union, one of

whom is deceased. Emma L., the only daughter,

is the wife of N. M. Balliet, a graduate of Frank-

lin and Marshall College and a student in a New
York law school. The only son, Ira E., was grad-

uated from Muhlenburg College and Yale Univer-

sity, and is now (1894) in the Senior class of the

law department of the University of Pennsylvania.

During the late war Judge Seidle was a firm

friend of the cause of the Union. On the 28th of
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June, 1863, he enlisted as a member of Company

F, Thirty-fourth Pennsylvania Militia, and did

guard duty at Philadelphia and Reading. On the

10th of August, at the expiration of the period of

his service, he was honorably discharged. He en-

listed as Corporal and served in that capacity dur-

ing the period of his service. In religious belief

he is a member of the Lutheran Church in East

Penn Township, in which he has been a Deacon.

He was one of the original stockholders of the First

National Bank at Lehighton, and is now one of its

Directors. The success which has come to him is

the result of his unwearied efforts and excellent

judgment. In business and social circles he is

highly esteemed and occupies a prominent place

among representative men of Carbon Countj'.

3§*€E

ISAAC Y. UX, one of the enterprising commer-

cial men of Carbon County, is at the present

time occupying the responsible position of Su-

perintendent of the manufacturing department of

the Prince Manufacturing Company. The plant

of this concern is in Eowmans, where it has been

located since 1876. The main office of the com-

pany is at No. 71 Maiden Lane, New York City,

The business was established in 1858 at Big Creek,

about three miles east of Weissport, where a man-

ufactory was conducted for eighteen years. The

present plant comprises three paint mills, ware-

houses and cooper shops, and when running a full

force, affords employment to seventy hands. The

company was incorporated in 1879 as the Prince

Manufacturing Company and for the past twelve

years Mr. Ux has been Superintendent of the works.

The product of the mills finds a ready sale in all

parts of the United States, and the company keeps

constantly on the road several agents, who make

large annual sales.

Mr. Ux was born November 21, 1846, in Berks

County, within whose confines he was reared to

manhood. His education was such as could be

Obtained in the common schools, but it is mainly

due to his own industry and private study that he

has become a well informed man on general topics.

When only thirteen years old he began serving an

apprenticeship to a miller, devoting four years of

his life to that vocation. For several years follow-

ing he was employed as a clerk in a general mer-

cantile business, and in 1874 became a permanent

resident of this county. For a number of years

his home was made in "Weissport, and since 1882 he

has lived in Bowmans. He is a gentleman possess-

ing an acute intellect, is an able financier, and his

management of the company with which he is con-

nected has developed these qualities in a large

measure.

Mr. Ux was united in marriage with Miss Emma
R. Musselman, a resident of Weissport, and five

children have blessed their union, their names be-

ing as follows: Russell R., Ida H., Herbert R., Percy

L. and Ruth E. The family have a pleasant home,

surrounded by evidences of refined taste, and they

are noted for their hospitality.

In his political faith Mr. Ux is a Republican and

is actively interested in his party's success. In his

fraternal relations he is a member of the Masonic

order, being identified with a lodge at Reading,

Pa., where he formerly resided for a time. It may

be truly said of our subject that he is self made,

for he has reached his present prosperous and in-

fluential position without outside aid or influence

of any description. As a business man he is noted

for his sense of integrity and justice, and by these

qualities has won the high esteem of all with whom

he comes in contact.

i»i » ii >i i i i
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JOSEPH S. WEBB, who is now serving as

Sheriff of Carbon County and makes his

home in Mauch Chunk, has always lived in

the Keystone State. He was born in Blooms-

burg, Columbia County, on the 14th of April,

1847, and is the son of Hiram and Mary Ann

(Mills) Webb. The father was a farmer by occu-

pation, and for many years followed that pursuit.

His death occurred in Lehighton in 1862, but his
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wife is yet living in that place. In their family

were five children.

The member of the family in whom our readers

are most interested is the efficient County Sheriff,

and the record of his life is as follows: When
he was about two years of age he was brought by

his parents to Carbon County, and in the public

schools of Franklin Township acquired his educa-

tion. He early became familiar with all the duties

of farm life, for as soon as old enough to handle

the plow he began work in the fields. At the

early age of fourteen, however, he left home to

enter the service of his 'country. Although so

young, he was stirred by patriotic impulses, and

in 1861 became a member of Company I, Eighty-

first Pennsylvania Infantry, commanded by Col.

James Mitter. He then went with his command
to the south, where he did guard duty for a time.

At Charles City, Va., he was wounded by a gun-

shot in the right thigh, and for some time was

disabled for duty. At the battle of Fredericksburg

he was shot in the right shoulder and under the

chin, a ball cutting the jugular vein. During
most of the time he remained in the hospital until

he had sufficiently recovered, when he at once

joined his comrades for duty in the field. Meri-

torious service won him promotion, and he at

length became Captain of his company. He was
always found at his post, faithfully performing
the task allotted to him, and was one of the val-

iant boys in blue from 1861 until July, 1865, when
he was honorably discharged.

Mr. Webb then returned to his home in Lehigh-
ton, where he was variously employed for some
time. He embarked in hotel keeping, and did a

successful and lucrative business along that line

until 1891, when he was elected Sheriff of Carbon
County on the Republican ticket. In January,

1892, he entered upon the duties of the office, and
is now filling the position with credit to himself
and satisfaction to his constituents. While living

in Lehighton, he also served as Constable for six

years. He is a stalwart advocate of the Repub-
lican party, and its men and measures always re-

ceive his support.

In 1866 Mr. Webb was united in marriage with
Miss Catherine Miller, of Lehighton, daughter of

Henry D. Miller, one of the early settlers of the

place. Three children grace their union, two sons

and a daughter, Thomas W., Joseph S. and Ada
C. Mr. Webb takes considerable interest in civic

societies, and holds membership with Lehighton

Lodge No. 101, 1. O. O. F.; Weissport Lodge, K.

of H, and Lehighton Post No. 484, G. A. R.

(®. J&)

r S H. C. HOM, proprietor of the Mansion

^Q House of Lehighton, is one of the substan-

tial citizens of the place, and is a popular

and highly respected gentleman. He was born in

the city which is still his home, on the 31st of De-

cember, 1850, and is a representative of one of the

early families of Carbon County. His parents

were Jonas A. and Caroline (Gumbart) Horn. The
mother was born in Lehigh County, and was a

daughter of Philip Gumbart. On the 30th of

April, 1891, she was called to the home beyond.

The father of our subject, who was also a native

of the Keystone State, was born in Lehigh County,
and for many years during the early part of his

life followed farming. He afterward carried on
a hotel for an extended period. His death oc-

curred in the year 1882.

We now take up the personal history of Mr.
Horn, whose name heads this record, knowing that

it will prove of interest to many of our readers,

for he has a wide acquaintance in this community.
He is the third in order of birth in the family of

six children, numbering two sons and four daugh-
ters. He attended the public schools of Lehighton
and acquired a practical English education, which
well fitted him for the duties of life. He entered

upon his business career as clerk in the hotel, as-

sisting his father, who was then proprietor of the

Mansion House. After the death of his father he

and his brother Columbus engaged in carrying on
the hotel until the latter's death, which occurred
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in July, 1883. Since that time our subject has

been at its head, and is now sole proprietor.

Mr. Horn was married in 1876, the lady of his

choice being Miss Jane A. Rex, daughter of Daniel

Rex, a resident of Lehighton. They have one son,

Garrett F., who is still with his parents.

Mr. Horn is one of the substantial citizens of

this community. In 1892 he purchased a good

farm, which he now rents, and in addition to this

he owns considerable city property of value. He
possesses good business and executive ability, and

his enterprise and well directed efforts have brought

him prosperity. He has served for three years as

a member of the City Council, and is a public-

spirited and progressive citizen, in whom the best

interests of the community ever find a friend. His

aid is never sought in vain when solicited for any

undertaking that is calculated to promote the gen-

eral welfare. In manner he is social and agree-

able, and wins the respect and confidence" of all

with whom social or business relations have brought

him in contact.
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HIRAM W. HANKEE, a prominent real-

estate dealer in Slatington, was born in

this county March 8, 1859. He is the son

of Hiram I. Hankee, whose birth occurred on the

banks of the Lehigh River, at what is now Walnut-

port. Northampton County, October 20, 1829. He
began his early career on the canal, and later en-

gaged in teaching school, having been the recip-

ient of a fair education.

The father of our subject on attaining his ma-

jority entered the employ of the Lehigh Valley

Railroad Company, and remained with them for a

period of eleven years. He then embarked in

slate quarrying, which for many years absorbed

his entire attention. In 1867, however, be opened

a real-estate office in Slatington and for a number

of years following dealt extensively in buying and

speculating in lands.

Hiram I. Hankee was married May 13, 1855, to

Miss Elizabeth, daughter of Jacob Clause, and to

them was born a family of seven children, of whom

our subject was the fourth. The husband and fa-

ther departed this life November 10, 1891, in

Slatington, where he was one of the most influen-

tial and substantial business men. In politics he

was a stanch Republican and in religious affairs a

devoted member of the German Reformed Church.

Mrs. Elizabeth Hankee was born in this county
and is now living in the above city, having
passed her fifty-ninth birthday. Her father lived

in Heidelberg Township, where his decease occur-

red at the age of eighty-eight years. The Clause

family in this state originally came from Germany,
the first representatives locating in Lehigh County
in a very early day.

The subject of this sketch spent his boyhood
days in Slatington, where he attended the public

schools. When a lad of fourteen years, and while

still engaged with his studies, he took charge of

the Adams Express office in the city, which he

held until reaching his majority. He then en-

gaged in merchandising on his own account and
continued thus for a number of years, when he

sold out and opened a real-estate office. He still,

however, retained charge of the express office and

transacted the business of the company until Feb-

ruary, 1893, when the Adams Company gave way
to the United States Express Company, which our

subject represents in this city.

In 1893, in partnership with David Morris, our

subject organized the Morris Slate Company and

engaged extensively in the manufacture of roof-

ing and school slates, together with blackboards,

for which they find a ready market throughout

the United States and Canada. They give em-

ployment to about fifty men and mine the Heim-

bach vein, which contains a very superior qual-

ity of slate. Mr. Hankee is one of the projec-

tors of the proposed Slatington Electric Street

Railway, and is a director and a stockholder in

the company which has already been organized,

with R. W. Marsteller President, J. W. Balliet Sec-

retary, Henry Bittuer Treasurer, Morris Hoats and

H. W. Hankee directors. Our subject has always

taken a prominent part in all public improvements

and gives very liberally of his means toward every

good cause.

In politics Mr. Hankee votes with the Republi-
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can party. In November, 1891, he was appointed

to fill the unexpired term of Justice of the Peace,

of which office his father was the incumbent. On
the expiration of the term, in 1892, he was elected

to the position and is still serving in that capacity.

Socially he is a member of the Knights of the

Golden Eagle, and a charter member of the Elks

of Allentown.

June 5, 1884, H. W. Hankee was married to

Miss Laura C. Peters, the daughter of Hyman
Peters, a native of this county. To them have

been born two sons and one daughter: Violet, Eu-

gene and Norwood. Mrs. Hankee is a member of

Trinity Evangelical Church, while our subject

holds membership with the German Reformed

Church. In June, 1876, Mr. Hankee enlisted in

Company H, National Guards of Pennsylvania,

commanded by Captain Ehoades. He served as

First and Second Lieutenant, and in 1885 was

elected Captain of the company, holding that hon-

ored position for five years. i

WILLIAM L. YAEGER is the senior mem-
ber of the firm of Yaeger Bros., man-
ufacturers of and dealers in furniture

in Mauch Chunk. The partner of our subject is

George J. Yaeger. The firm represents one of the

oldest furniture establishments in Carbon County,
and its members are men of good business abil-

ity, whose sagacity and well directed efforts have
brought them a success to which they are justly

entitled.

The gentleman whose name heads this notice
was born in Mauch Chunk in January, 1865, and is

a son of Leonard and Catherine Yaeger, who are

mentioned on another page of this work. The
furniture business was established by the father
many years ago, and he successfully conducted the
same until he disposed of it to his sons. William
L. acquired his education in the public and high
schools of this city, and when his training in that
direction was completed he began learning the

trade of upholstering. In 1888 he went into his

father's store, and in the latter part of that year,

in connection with his brother, George J., he pur-

chased the father's interest and the firm name was

changed to its present form. They carry a large

and well selected stock of goods, including every-

thing found in a first-class establishment of this

kind. Both brothers are practical mechanics, and

experienced in the furniture trade, with which

they have been connected from earliest boyhood.

They not only manufacture and deal in furniture

of all kinds, but also do the greater part of the

undertaking business in this section of the county.

In 1886 William L. Yaeger was united in mar-

riage with Miss Mary, daughter of John H. Heck-

man, one of the substantial and well known citi-

zens and business men of South Bethlehem. Both

Mr. and Mrs. Yaeger are faithful and consistent

members of the Presbyterian Church. Their pleas-

ant home, one of the comfortable residences of

Mauch Chunk, is neatly and tastefully furnished,

and is the abode of hospitality. Mr. Yaeger is a

prominent Mason, who holds membership with

Carbon Lodge No. 242, F. & A. M., of which he is

Past Master. He also belongs to Lilly Chapter

No. 181, R. A. M., and to Packer Commandery No.

23, K. T. He is a worthy representative of one of

the prominent families of this locality, and although

young, is recognized as a leading business man,

occupying a foremost place in commercial circles.

Gz £4®S
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OWEN SCHADT. The simple record of an

honorable life is the best monument that

can be reared to any citizen, and we shall

therefore not attempt to enlarge upon the history

of the gentleman above named, who was formerly

one of the best known residents of Schadts, Lehigh

County. He was a native of that county, having

been born in North Whitehall Township, June

29, 1824, and was the son of Abraham and Su-

sanna (Peter) Schadt. Further mention will be
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made of the parents in the sketch of Monroe

Schadt elsewhere in this volume.

The subject of this sketch grew to mature years

in his native county, in the meantime being given

a fair education in the common schools. tJpon at-

taining his twenty-third year, he opened a hotel

in Ruchsville, of which he was the proprietor for

over forty-five years. lie was also Postmaster

of the place, the name of which was afterward

changed in his honor to Schadts, the name by

which it is now known.

Our subject departed this life April 5, 1891,

loved and respected bjT all who knew him, and in

his death the county lost one of its most active

and valued citizens. The lady to whom Mr. Schadt

was married March 5, 1848, was Miss Sarah Burk-

halter, who was born in this county March 26,

1826, and was the daughter of Daniel and Cath-

erine (Mickley) Burkhalter, also natives of the

above county. The great-grandfather of Mrs.

Schadt, John P. Burkhalter, was the founder of

the family in America. He was a native of Ger-

many, whence he came to the United States prior

to the Revolutionary War, and purchasing a large

tract of land in North Whitehall Township, be-

came one of the wealthy and prominent residents

of that locality.

Daniel Burkhalter was a farmer in North White-

hall Township and reared a family of twelve chil-

dren, namely: William, a resident of Indiana; Na-

than, who lives in 'California; Daniel, who makes

his home in Ohio; Hannah, a resident of the

Hoosier State; Mary, deceased; Sarah, the wife of

our subject; Eh, also deceased; Stephen, a resi-

dent of this state; Susan, the wife of Louis Kern,

who lives in Indiana; Catherine, Mrs. Solomon

Woodring, who lives in Iowa; Peter, a resident

of Oregon; and Franklin, who makes his home in

Indiana. Mr. Burkhalter was a member of the

Reformed Church in Egypt.

To our subject and his estimable wife there

were born ten children, of whom the following

five survive: Rosa, the wife of Henry George;

Alice, Mrs. Louis Erdman; Stephen, Alfred and

Owen. Those deceased are Ellen, Milton, Mary,

Barbara and Sarah S.

Mr. Schadt has been Auditor of North White-

hall Township, and also served as a member of

the Board of Directors of the Lehigh County Alms

House. In politics he was a stanch adherent to

Democratic principles, and in religious affairs a

consistent member of the Reformed Church, to

which denomination his good wife, who is at pres-

ent living in Schadts, also, belongs. The manly

character and useful life of our subject exerted

an influence for good over ail who knew him or

learned the record of his life.

+= =+

JOSEPH RICHARDS, a prominent business

man of Slatington, is one of the proprietors

of the Carbon Slate Company, which is en-

gaged in the mining and quarrying of slate.

The concern has built up a business of large pro-

portions, their sales being extensive in neighbor-

ing states.

The subject of this biography was born in Wales

in 1848, and when a child of six years set sail with

his parents for the New World. On their arrival

in Pennsylvania they first located in Schuylkill

County, and there our subject passed his youth.

His father was George Richards, whose birth oc-

curred in Wales, as did also that of his mother,

whose maiden name was Margaret Edwards. The

education of our subject was obtained in the com-

mon schools of Schuylkill County, and to his father

he gave his assistance until reaching manhood.

On becoming twenty-one years of age, Joseph

Richards went to Summit Hill, Carbon County,

where he was employed as a clerk for five years,

after which he formed a partnership with his fa-

ther, and engaged in general merchandising, con-

tinuing in this line of business for the succeeding

sixteen years. In 1890 our subject entered into

partnership with Elias Owens and R. G. Pierce,

under the name of the Carbon Slate Company. In

addition to his interest in the latter business Mr.

Richards also carried on a general store in Summit

Hill. He sold his interest in the latter concern
(
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however, in July, 1893, and since that time has de-

voted his entire attention to the successful man-

agement of the Carbon Slate Company. He is also

a stockholder in the Franklin Slate Company.

In 1874 Joseph Richards was united in marriage

with Miss Margaret Williams, of Carbon County,

and of their union four sons have been born, and

in order of birth are as follows: Josiah, David, Jo-

seph and John. The parents are devoted members

of the Baptist Church, in the work of which they

take great interest. In February, 1888, Mr. Rich-

ards was elected Burgess of Summit Hill, Carbon

County. He deposits his ballot for the men and

measures of the Republican party, and is a loyal

and patriotic citizen.

+z =+

T~> DWIN H. KISTLER, M. D., is a well known

]P CS physician of Lansford. He was born in

Schuylkill County in the year 1843, and

comes of a family of German origin, which was

founded in America in Colonial days by ancestors

who settled in Lehigh County. The grandfather

of our subject was John Kistler, and the father was

David Kistler. The latter was a tanner by trade,

and a native of the Keystone State. Having at-

tained to years of maturity he was united in mar-

riage with Miss Mary Houseman, and for many

years they traveled life's journey together, sharing

with each other its joys and sorrows, its adversity

and prosperity. They became the parents of nine

children, three sons and six daughters, seven of

whom are yet living. The father and mother were

called to their filial rest on the same day, August

31, 1884.

Dr. Kistler, who is both widely and favorably

known in this community, spent the days of his

boyhood and youth in western Pennsylvania. His

early education, which was acquired in the district

schools of the neighborhood in which he lived, was

supplemented by study in Freeland Seminary, now

Ursinus College, where he continued his studies

for two years. His literary education being then

completed he began the study of medicine. This

was in 1866. He commenced reading in the office

of Dr. Fred Corss in Kingston, Pa., and later en-

tered the University of Pennsylvania, in Philadel-

phia, from which institution he was graduated in

the Class of '70. He then went to West Penn,

where he opened an office and continued in general

practice for six years. From 1876 until 1885, he

was located at Summit Hill, where he did a large

and lucrative business.

During that period, in 1877, Dr. Kistler was mar-

ried to Miss Louisa K. Mantz, of West Penn, daugh-

ter of William Mantz. By their union they became

the parents of three children, two sons and a

daughter, as follows: George (deceased), Mary M.

and Robert H. The family continued to reside in

Summit Hill until 1885, when they came to Lans-

ford, where the Doctor has since engaged in general

practice. He is now well established in his pro-

fession, and the public, recognizing his skill and

ability, give him a liberal patronage. He is a mem-

ber of the Carbon County Medical Society, the

State Medical Society, the Lehigh Valley Medical

Society, and is the physician for the Lehigh Coal

and Navigation Company. He is also resident

physician for the Benefit Fund of the latter com-

pany, in which capacity he lias served since 1884.

In his social relations the Doctor is a Mason,

holding membership with Tamaqua Lodge No. 530,

F. & A. M. He also belongs to Summit Hill Lodge

No. 576, 1. O. O. F. His entire life has been passed

in the Keystone State, and he has a wide acquaint-

ance. Wherever he is known he has made many

friends, and by all is held in high regard. In his

profession he has prospered and has won an envia-

ble reputation.

^m&z

H ORACE B. ERB, M. D., a practicing physi-

cian of Steinsville, is a native of Mont-

gomery County, Pa., having been born

there April 28, 1859. The family has long been

identified with the history of our country, and es-

pecially of Pennsylvania, whither about 1620 came

Isaac Casper Erb, a native of Germany. Settling

in Montgomery County, he bought from the then
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existing Government twenty-two thousand acres

of land, for which he paid £50. From him are

descended the present representatives of the family

in the Keystone State.

The Doctor is a son of Israel M. and Rachel

(Bleim) Erb, natives of Montgomery County, Pa.,

who still make their home in the locality of their

birth. Horace B. was reared to manhood upon

the home farm, and received a good common and

high school education. For one year he attended

the Millersville State Normal, and for the same

length of time was a student in the Normal at

Valparaiso, Ind. Upon completing his studies he

commenced to teach school in Montgomery Coun-

ty, where for four years he followed the profession

of a teacher. The success which has crowned his

exertions is due to his own indefatigable energy,

as he was obliged to earn the money with which to

gain his education. The success which he has

gained is therefore highly commendable, and

proves that he is a man of energy and force of

character.

For about a year our subject read medicine with

W. J. Ashenfelter, of Pottstown, Montgomery

County, Pa. In 1885 he entered Jefferson Medi-

cal College, Philadelphia, and there attended two

courses of lectures. Subsequently he conducted

his studies in the Medico-Chirurgical College,

Philadelphia, from which he was graduated on the

6th of April, 1888. At once after completing his

studies he opened an office at Steinsville, where he

has gradually built up an excellent practice, in-

cluding patients in this village and much of the

surrounding country. It has ever been his aim to

keep abreast with the latest developments in the

science of medicine, andiieis well posted in every-

thing pertaining to the profession.

November 25, 1888, occurred the marriage of

Dr. Erb to Miss Amanda Sweisford, a native of

Montgomery County, Pa., and a daughter of Josiah

and Maria (Geiger) Sweisford, also born in that

county. Mrs. Erb passed away February 1, 1892,

leaving, one child, a daughter, Minnie, who was

born April 28, 1890. Her death was mourned by

all who knew her, for she was a lady of sweet and

lovable disposition and noble character.

In his political views the Doctor affiliates with

the Democratic party, and takes a commendable

interest in all enterprises having for their object

the promotion of the welfare of the people. His

religious connections are with the Lutheran

Church. Socially he is identified with the Blue

Mountain Lodge No. 249, 1. O. O. F., in which he

officiates as Past Grand. He is also a member of

the Patriotic Order Sons of America, belonging to

Lodge No. 288, at Steinsville.

< T «)ILLIA.M KRATJSE, who is the propri-

\/\/ etor of the Slatedale Mill, has his plant

fitted out with the latest improvements

in the way of machinery, and manufactures a good

grade of flour, making a specialty of custom work.

The mill was built in 1866, and was added to in

1881, which j'ear it was also burned. Four years

later our subject erected the present structure, put

in a full roller process, and is conducting a very

paying business.

Our subject is a native of this state, and was

born in Berks County, October 29, 1836. He is

the son of Jacob and Salome Krause, also natives

of the above county. William was reared and ed-

ucated in Berks County, and for a time attended

the public schools, where he obtained a fair educa-

tion in the branches taught- in that day.

In 1859 our subject came to Lehigh County, and

two years later established himself in the milling

business. He has been practically engaged in the

same ever since, with the exception of the two years

when he operated a hotel in Slatedale, and when

for the same length of time he was hotel keeper in

his native county. Besides his mill property he

is the proprietor of twenty-one acres of land lying

in Washington Township, which is well cultivated,

and which bears first-class improvements. When

ready to establish a home of his own, William

Krause was united in marriage, in 1861, with Miss

Maria Krause, who bore him six children: Eli H.,

who assists our subject in the mill; Clara E. the



326 POETRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

wife of Oliver Kemmerer; Albert F., telegraph

operator at Slatington, also agent for the Allen-

town & New Jersey Railroad Company; Thomas

0., an engineer in this place; Sabilla, who married

William Seibert, mail agent on the Pennsylvania

Railroad, running from New York to Philadelphia,

and Annie J., who is at home.

Mr. Krause has always been interested in educa-

tional affairs, and has rendered efficient service for

a number of terms as a member of the School

Board. Religiously he is a consistent member of

the Lutheran Church and is a true Christian, hold-

ing the offices of Deacon and Trustee in his con-

gregation. Mr. Krause is known and respected for

the honesty and sincerity of his character, and has

the friendship of the best people in the community.

v®. M

THOMAS MUSSELMAN is one of the three

Auditors of Carbon County, and has his

home in Mahoning Township. He is one

of the veterans of the late war, and took part in

numerous engagements of the Rebellion, twice re-

ceiving wounds while in the service, In Novem-
ber, 1892, he was elected as an Auditor of Carbon
County to serve for a term of three years. In

politics he is a Republican, and the manner in

which he has met the responsibilities devolving

upon him in a public capacity, has won for him
the esteem and confidence of his constituents and
fellow-citizens.

Peter Musselman, the grandfather of our sub-

ject, became a resident of Carbon County in the

early part of this century, and it is supposed that

he was a native of Lehigh County, where many
branches of the family have lived for generations.

Jacob Musselman, the father of our subject, was
born in Carbon County and passed his entire life

within its limits, being devoted to agricultural

pursuits, and being the owner of a farm in Mahon-
ing Township, where his death occurred during

the '50s. His wife, formerly Rebecca Kemmerer,

was also born in this county, and by her marriage

became the mother of the following children:

Thomas; Elizabeth, wife of Dr. M. J. Williams, of

Scranton, Pa., and George K., who is a resident of

Kansas City.

Thomas Musselman was born on his father's

farm in this county June 21, 1841, and there grew

to manhood. He is still making his place of abode

on the'old homestead, which has since come into

his possession, and his energies have always been

to a large extent in the direction of agriculture.

After obtaining a public-school education, he

taught for one term and has always been a student

and extensive reader. His farm comprises two

hundred and five acres, and is under high cultiva-

tion. The owner takes pride in keeping his place

in a thrifty manner, and is constantly making im-

provements upon it. For a number of years he

made a comfortable income as a milk dealer, hav-

ing a route and regular customers at Summit Hill,

Lansford and neighboring towns.

August 9, 1862, Mr. Musselman enlisted in Com-
pany F, One Hundred and Thirty-second Penn-

sylvania Infantry, being sent to the front, and

was made First Lieutenant of his company. He
took part in the battles of Fredericksburg, Antie-

tam and Chancellorsville, and in other engagements

of that campaign. At the battle of Antietam he

was wounded, and also received injuries at Fred-

ericksburg. His term of enlistment having ex-

pired, he was discharged on the 24th of May, 1863,

and in the following month re-enlisted in Com-
pany F, Thirty-fourth Pennsylvania Militia. As
a member of that company he was placed on guard

duty, being stationed at Reading and Philadelphia

until receiving his final discharge, in August, 1863.

June 28, 1867, our subject was married to Miss

Emeline E., daughter of Henry and Abigail Hun-
sicker, natives of this county. The former is now
deceased, but the latter is still a resident of this

county. The paternal grandfather of Mrs. Mussel-

man was a native of Lehigh County, and became

one of the early settlers of Carbon County. -Her

mother bore the maiden name of Armer, and came

from one of the old families of the county. To
our subject and his estimable wife has been born
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one daughter, Mabel. The parents are members

of the Reformed Church, in which organization

Mr. Musselman is now serving as an Elder. The

family are highly respected, and have many sincere

friends and well wishers in this locality.

JAMES B. TWEEDLE, M. D., an experienced

physician and skilful surgeon of Weatherly,

is a native of New Jersey, and was born in

Paterson June 30, 1837. He is of English descent;

his parents, John B. and Mary (Winter) Tweedle,

were born in that country and emigrated to the

United States in 1830. They located first in New

York City, where they resided a short time, but

soon moved to Paterson, N. J., where they made

their home for a few years. From there they went

to Beaver Meadows, Carbon County, where they

located permanently, and there Mr. Tweedle was

called to the home beyond. He was a tailor by

trade, and worked at that occupation and as ship-

ping clerk in the mines at Beaver Meadows. His

family consisted of six children, five sons and one

daughter: Richard, Thomas, James B. (our sub-

ject), William, Samuel and Sarah, the wife of Paul

Wear, of Beaver Meadows. The father was a

member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows

and the Knights of Pythias. Richard, Thomas and

our subject are veterans of the Civil War.

The subject of this sketch was reared and edu-

cated in Beaver Meadows, attending the public

schools of that place, and later studied medicine

under Dr. John B. Longshore. In his youth he

worked about the mines, driving mules and run-

ning stationary engines, etc., until he met with an

accident which caused him to abandon that occu-

pation. He taught school for four years, and at

the same time read medicine with Dr. Longshore,

a prominent physician of Beaver Meadows. About

this time the Civil War broke out, and "Uncle

i" called for volunteers. The Doctor was one

of the first to respond to the call and enlisted

June 12, 1861, in Company A, Twenty-eighth

Pennsylvania Regiment, under Col. John W. Geary.

The regiment was formed at Camp Coleman, near

Philadelphia, and was sent to Sandy Hook, Md.

The first engagement that Dr. Tweedle participa-

ted in was at Bolivar Heights. After being in

the service for a few months, the Doctor was made

Hospital Steward and Acting Assistant Surgeon

under Dr. H. Ernest Goodman, remaining in that

capacity until July 20, 1864. At Antietam and

Gettysburg he was the only medical officer with

the regiment in the field. The principal battles

in which the Doctor took an active part were

those of Point of Rocks, Berlin, Ball's Bluff,

Leesburg, Upperville, Ashby Gap, Middleburg,

White Plains, Warrenstown, Ft. Royal, Manassas,

Culpeper, Cedar Creek, Cedar Mountain, second

battle of Bull Run, Antietam, Dumfries, Chan-

cellorsville and Gettysburg. After the last named

battle, our subject, with Dr. Goodman, estab-

lished the general hospital at Gettysburg, and

then followed Lee until transferred to the Army

of the Southwest under General Hooker, when he

took part in the battles of Lookout Mountain, Mis-

sionary Ridge and Ringgold. He was then given

charge of the hospital at Bridgeport, Tenn., and

from there was sent to Chattanooga, where he was

honorably discharged.

On his return to the north, our subject entered

the medical department of Columbia College,

New York, and was graduated from that institu-

tion in March, 1865. He is a general practitioner)

and is considered one of the best in the county.

At present he is Secretary and Treasurer of the

County Medical Society, of which he is an hon-

ored member. He is also a member of the Lehigh

Valley Medical Association, a member of the Na-

tional Railroad Association, and for thirty years

has served as Surgeon for the Lehigh Valley Rail-

road Company.

Dr. Tweedle takes a leading part in all of the

industrial enterprises of Weatherly, and was in-

strumental in starting the silk mill of that place,

the largest of its kind in the world. He has also

been identified with the novelty works, planing

mill, water company, fire association, building and
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loan association, and is Director of the First Na-

tional Bank of Hazleton. November 14, 1865,

our subject was united in marriage with Miss Mary

A., daughter of J. W. Leadenham, of Weatherly.

Mr. and Mrs. Tweedle became the parents of nine

children, seven of whom are living: Carrie, the

wife of Fleming Bowden, of Jacksonville, Fla.;

Ernest, Fannie, James, Joseph, Robert and Austin.

The three eldest are graduates of the high school

of Weatherly.

Socially our subject is a prominent member of the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, American Me-

chanics, Blue Lodge, Chapter, Commandery, Con-

sistory, Scottish Rites, thirty-second degree, Col.

James Miller Post No. 271, G. A. R.; Knights of

Malta, Knights of Pythias, and the Red Men. He
is a charter member of all these orders, and also of

the Druids. He is a stanch Republican in politics,

always taking an active part in the councils of

that party, and in all civil affairs. He has served

as School Director for a number of years, has held

the office of Justice of the Peace five years, and

was pension agent for sixteen years.

DAVID W. W. FOLLWEILER, M. D. For
a period covering almost a quarter of a

century this gentleman has engaged in the

practice of medicine and surgery at Lynnport. He
is a native of Lehigh County, having been born in

Lynn Township, December 27, 1841, to the union
of David and Catherine (Wannamaker) Follweiler.

The family was first represented in America by
Bernhard Follweiler, a native of Switzerland, who
emigrated thence to this country during the eigh-
teenth century and made settlement in Lynn Town-
ship, Lehigh County, adjoining the site of the pres-

ent village of Lynnport. He was one of the first

settlers of his locality, and assisted in the develop-
ment of the resources of the township and county.
Among other enterprises with which lie was con-

nected may be mentioned the first church at Jack-

sonville, in the erection of which he aided.

The maternal grandfather of David Follweiler,

who bore the family name of Leaser, was at Phila-

delphia, Pa., with his wagon during the War of

1812 when the British threatened to capture the

liberty bell and confiscate other property. His

wagon, it is said, was selected for the purpose of

hauling the bell to Allentown for safety. With

that precious load he drove as far as Bethlehem,

when one of the wagon wheels broke and another

wagon then bore the bell to Allentown. Sev-

eral of our subject's ancestors participated in the

Wars of the Revolution and of 1812, and the fam-

ily has always been most loyal to Our Government.

When a young man David Follweiler served as

Captain of a militia. For thirty years he officiated

as Justice of the Peace. As Director for the Poor

for Lehigh County, he assisted in selecting the

present site of the county almshouse. He was a

life-long resident of Lynn Township, where his

death occurred in 1889. In religious belief he was

a member of the Reformed Church. Of his children

eleven survive, namely: Mrs. Glase and Edward,

residents of Lynnport; Mrs. Hiskey, whose home
is in Allentown, Pa.; Mrs. Samuel Lutz, of Lynn
Township; Mrs. C. M. Bloom, living in Lynnport;

Mrs. Louis Miller, of Allentown; Mrs. M. F. Waid-

elich, residing at Steinsville; Dr. David W. W., of

Lynnport; Mrs. W. Bachmon, of Slatington; Mrs.

Lutz and Mrs. C. M. Dormblaser, both living in

Allentown.

In the township where he was born, the subject

of this sketch was reared to manhood, receiving a

good education in the schools of the county. Early

in life he conceived the idea of becoming a physi-

cian, and in order to assist in the culmination of

his ambition he taught school several terms. Dur-

ing the summer vacations he read medicine with

Dr. D. D. S. Shade, of .Steinsville. and in 1868 en-

tered Bellevue Medical College, of New York City,

from which he was graduated in 1870. Returning
to Lynnport, he opened an office and commenced
the practice of his profession. Later he went back

to the medical college and took a special course in

general medical practice. It has ever been his aim

to keep in touch with the advances made in medi-
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cine and surgery, and to this end he avails himself

of every opportunity for extending his field of

professional information. He has been successful,

and in addition to his home owns one hundred and

twenty-four acres of valuable land.

September 7, 1873, Dr. Follweiler married Mary

J., daughter of Elias Hartman, formerly of Lynn-

port, but now deceased. Two children grace this

union, Robert D. E. and Clara L. The family is

connected with the Reformed Church of Lynnport.

As a citizen the Doctor is especially interested in

educational matters, and has been School Director

of Lynn Township. Socially he is a member of

Blue Mountain Lodge No. 249, I. 0. O. F., at

Steinsville, in which he is now officiating as Mas-

ter, and of which his father was a charter member.

All progressive movements receive his hearty sup-

port, and his sympathy may always be relied upon

in the promotion of public-spirited measures.

ROBERT F. WENTZ. The Siegfried Man-

ufacturing Company, organized by Mr.

Wentz in 1892, is one of the largest en-

terprises in the village, and gives constant employ-

ment in its different departments to about fifteen

men. They are builders of full roller, cement,

paint, facing and sawmill machinery, also grain

elevator, concentrating works, etc. They manu-

facture the Crown Prince Cement Bolt, Wentz In-

ter-Elevator Flour Bolt and Aspirators, scalpers,

etc., besides dealing in rubber, cotton, canvas and

leather belting, wood split pulleys and general

mill supplies.

The works of the Siegfried Manufacturing Com-

pany have been fitted up with the most modern

and latest improved machinery, such as is not sur-

passed by any other companj' in the Lehigh Val-

ley; They are therefore able to turn out work

with accuracy, neatness and dispatch, and invite

inspection in this particular. Their foreman in

the machinery department is an exact and quick

mechanic, and the factory also numbers among its

12

employes competent millwrights, who are able to

put up machinery in a workmanlike manner. The

Manufacturing Company is prepared to do all

kinds of repair work in mills, factories and mines,

as well as build new works and remodel old ones

to the latest systems and processes.

The experience of the Siegfried Manufacturing

Company in building cement works is extensive,

and we can say without fear of contradiction that

they have built more cement works than any other

company in the state. They built the large Port-

land Cement Works, the only works of the kind

in the state of New Jersey, and remodeled with the

latest machinery the Portland cement plant, the

largest in New York.

The Crown Prince Cement Bolt is noted for the

following points of superiority: greatest capacity,

minimum power, less space, wears longer, less at-

tention required, more easily operated, coarser

cloth required for the same fineness of cement, no

clogging up of cloth, no cloth cleaner required,

cloth wears two or three times as long as any

round or hexagon reel in existence, etc. Since its

introduction a short time ago, the bolt has acquired

a reputation as a leader for superior work with the

greatest possible capacity per square foot of cloth,

requiring little or no attention, and for such gen-

eral excellence in every respect that it is hardly

necessary to boast of its merits. The machine is

very carefully constructed throughout, the inside

or working part being made of steel, and the frame

of hard wood, thus presenting a very handsome

appearance.

The Wentz Elevator Flour Bolt is the leader, if

not the champion, of all flour bolts or dressers yet

introduced to the milling public. This machine

is doing very satisfactory work for those who have

become the possessors of it. The company also

claims the greatest possible capacity, perfect sepa-

rations, clear and granular flour, dry and dustless

tailings, small space in mill, least power required

to run it. They also make a specialty of maple

and hickory mill cogs, the wood being of selected

stock, and only butts of the best kind are used.

The Siegfried Manufacturing Company are the

agents for Otto Gasoline Engine (economy and

safety combined), Jeffrey Chain Belting and
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Sprocket Wheels, Caldwell Steel Conveyors, Leffel

Turbine, Belting, Bolting Cloth, Elevator Cups

and Bolts, and all general and special mill machin-

ery and supplies.

Robert F. Wentz, the senior member of the com-

pany, was born in Cherryville, this state, July 19,

1858, and is the son of Jacob and Lucy A. Wentz.

He prosecuted his studies first in the public schools

of Northampton County, and later in the Cedar

Hill Seminary at Ml. Joy. When about nineteen

years of age he drifted into mechanical engineer-

ing, which he followed for one year, and then en-

gaged in operating a gristmill, his place of busi-

ness being at Howerville.

For three and one-half years Mr. Wentz was in

the employ of Wolf & Homaker, of Chambersburg,

putting up mill machinery, in which undertaking

he was very successful. In 1892 he erected his

present plant and operated alone until March 1,

1894, when he formed a partnership with Frank
D. Fried. Mr. Wentz, as the reader doubtless

knows, is a thorough business man and self made
in every sense of the term. He is recognized as

among the leading business men of the county,

and is in the possession of a handsome competence,
which he has accumulated through his own efforts.

Robert F. Wentz and Miss Alice Farber were
united in marriage in 1877. To them have been
granted eight children, namely: Bertie, Annie,
Jerry, Lottie, Carrie, Talmadge, Helen and Ruth.
In religious affairs our subject is a devoted mem-
ber of the Evangelical Chinch at Cherryville and
has been active in Sunday-school work, serving as

Superintendent of the school at that place for
many years. Socially he is a prominent member
of the fraternity of Odd Fellows at Seigfried'sand
is also connected with the Grange at this place.

Frank D. Fried, the junior member of the Sieg-
fried Manufacturing Company, is a native of this
state, and was born in Allentown November 19
1843. He is a son of Daniel and Susan Fried, the
former of whom is a millwright. Frank D. learned
the trade of a boot and shoe maker after complet-
ing his education in the common schools, and for
many years was a member of the Allentown Shoe
Manufacturing Company. He retired from this
business ip 1894, and soon thereafter became con-

nected with Mr. Wentz in his present business.

By his marriage to Miss Alice Hemersley five chil-

dren were born, bearing the respective names of

Susan, Clinton, Robert, Percival and Ralph. Mr.

P'ried still makes his home in Allentown, and is

numbered among the well-to-do residents of that

place.

_-0#(2:

WILLIAM A. HECKENBERGER, V. S.

The gentleman whose name appears

upon this page is one of the oldest

veterinary surgeons in Pennsylvania and the old-

est in his profession in the Lehigh Valley, through-

out whose limits he is favorably known. He makes

his home in Catasauqua, where he has been en-

gaged in practice since 1848.

Our subject was born in Saulgau, Wurtemberg,

Germany, February 26, 1825, and is the son of

Joseph Heckenberger, also a native of the above

place, where he was Sheriff, having charge of

prisoners for forty years, or until he retired on a

pension. He was with Emperor William fourteen

years in Russia. He is now deceased, departing

this life at the age of seventy-six years.

The mother of our subject, Louisa Pocarius prior

to her marriage, was also born in the Fatherland,

and became the mother of eight children, of whom
our subject is the third in order of birth and the

only member of the family who survives. He was

reared in his native place and received his educa-

tion first in the common schools and then in the

gymnasium. When quite young he began reading

books on veterinary surgery, and when deciding

to follow that profession throughout life, fitted

himself to become an expert in this line.

In 1848 Mr. Heckenberger came to America,

leaving Antwerp on the sailing-vessel " Rielm,"

which landed him in New York City after a voy-

age of sixty days. From the metropolis Mr. Heck-

enberger went to Newark, N. J., where he began

the practice of his profession, but there being very

few German-speaking people in that city, and be-

ing unacquainted with English, he came one year
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later to Catasauqua, which was then little more

than a hamlet. He was the first veterinary sur-

geon to locate in this place, and by his ability and

skill in the treatment of horses soon built up a

large practice. He is now engaged by the Bethle-

hem Iron Company, the Crane Iron Company, and

by many of the mines to loolt after their animals

when needed.

Mr. Heckenberger was married in this city in

1856 to Miss Nancy Carney, a native of Ireland.

To them have been born four children, named re-

spectively: William, a druggist in this city; Henry,

a, veterinary surgeon in Pittston ; Joseph, who also

follows that profession, is a graduate of the To-

ronto Veterinary College, and who is engaged in

practice with our subject, and Amanda, now the

wife of David Price.

Our subject is a member of the Veterinary Med-

ical Association of Pennsylvania, with which he

has been prominently identified for many years. He

is a devoted member of the Lutheran Church and

gives liberally of his means toward the support of

the congregation in this city.

^^•^^•MQ<>

HENRY II. RIEGEL, M. D., a prominent

physician and surgeon of Catasauqua, was

born in Allentown, Lehigh County, No-

vember 12, 1836. Both his father, Daniel, and

grandfather, Matthias, were natives of Hellertown,

Northampton County, and were of German de-

scent. The former moved to Allentown, where

he followed the trade of a tanner and also carried

on a meat market. In 1837 he embarked in the

hotel business at Bath, Northampton County, and

three years later removing to Nazareth, conducted

for fourteen years the well known Nazareth Hotel.

Retiring from the hotel business, he settled in

Bath, where he was bereaved by his wife's death.

Returning to Nazareth, Daniel Riegel was in

1855 elected Sheriff of Northampton County, and

served with efficiency until the expiration of his

term of office. His last days were spent at Naz-

areth, where his death occurred at the age of sixty-

eight. In political views he was a Democrat, and

enjoyed great popularity among the supporters of

that political organization. He was a devoted

member of the Moravian Church, with which his

family was also connected. His wife bore the

maiden name of Hannah Weaver, and was born at

Weaversville, Pa.; she died at Bath, at fifty-two

years of age. Her grandfather, John Weaver, was

a soldier in the Revolutionary War, and was of

German parentage, his father having come to this

country from the Fatherland. Her father, Michael

Weaver, was born in Weaversville, where he fol-

lowed the several occupations of farmer, tanner

and merchant, and where his death occurred at the

age of sixty-four. He was a soldier in the War
of 1812.

In the parental family there were eight children

that attained years of maturity, and of these six

are now living. The Doctor, who is one of the

youngest of the number, was reared principally

in Nazareth, and until about sixteen years old was

a student in Nazareth Hall, a Moravian academy.

At the age of about eighteen he began the study

of medicine at Bath, under the tutelage of Dr. W.

E. Barnes, and in the fall of 1855 he entered the

medical department of the University of Pennsyl-

vania, at Philadelphia, where he continued for

one term. Returning to Bath, he spent the sum-

mer of 1856 in the office of Dr. Barnes, and in

the fall entered Jefferson Medical College, at Phila-

delphia, from which he was graduated in 1857 with

the degree of M. D.

In May, 1857, the young doctor opened an office

at Cherryville, Northampton County, where he

engaged in practice until January, 1861. After-

ward he spent a year in practice at Saegerstown,

Crawford County, Pa., after which, at the so-

licitation of his father, he settled in Weavers-

ville, in March, 1862, and there conducted a good

practice until the fall of 1868. Coming then to

Catasauqua, he opened an office within one block of

his present location, No. 27 Front Street, and here

he has since engaged in general practice. As a

physician he has the confidence of the people, and

no one in the county has a larger practice than he.

Since 1878 the Doctor has been a Director in



334 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

the Catasauqua National Bank, of which his father

was one of the organizers. He aided in the organ-

ization of the National Bank of Slatington in 1875,

and is One of its directors. In the Catasauqua Im-

provement Company he lias been an active worker,

and originated the plan of getting the silk works

here. He owns the original Weaver farm, consist-

ing of one hundred and forty-five acres of finely

improved land adjoining Weaversville, which has

been in the possession of the Weaver family for

more than one hundred and forty-five years.

In Cherryvilie, this state, July 3, 1858, Dr.

Riegel married Miss Ellen J. Gish, who was born

in Berlinsville, Northampton County, and is a

daughter of Abraham Gish, a farmer and merchant

of that place. Four children bless this union.

Clifford H., a graduate of the Catasauqua schools,

learned the machinist's trade, later was agent for

the Lehigh & Susquehanna Railroad at Catasauqua,

and is the present bookkeeper for the Catasauqua

National Bank. Emma L. married S. B. Harte,

United States Express Agent and Manager of the

Western Union telegraph office at Catasauqua.

William A., after graduating from the high school

of this city, entered the Pennsylvania College, at

Gettysburg, from which he was graduated with

the degree of A. B. Later he was graduated from

the medical department of the University of Penn-

sylvania, and is now engaged in practice with his

father. Mattie G, an accomplished young lady,

is at home.

Politically Dr. Riegel is a Republican. He is

now serving his third term as School Director, and

is also President of the Board. May 17, 1889, he

was appointed on the Board of Pension Examiners,

of which he was President for more than four

years, resigning the position under the new ad-

ministration. Socially he belongs to Porter Lodge
No. 284, K. T.j Catasauqua Chapter No. 278, R. A.

M.; Allen Commandery No. 20, K. T.; and Allen

Council No. 23, R. & S. M.,at Allentown. In the

fraternity, he has held a number of official posi-

tions, and is now Past Master of the lod»e. In
his religious connections he is a member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, and is serving as its

Trustee. He keeps abreast with modern discoveries

in. the realm of therapeutics, and is identified with

a number of associations, including the Lehigh

County Medical Society, of which he is President;

the Lehigh Valley Medical Association, and the

State Medical Society of Pennsylvania. The Doc-

tor is Medical Examiner in this locality for a

number of life insurance companies.

M*&.38iEllS£&£&-sH-yfe-s

JOHN SMITH. Among the native sons of

Northampton County and numbered among

its progressive business men is the subject of

this notice, who comes from one of the pio-

neer families of the county. His father, Jona-

than Smith, was born in Lehigh County, being a

son of Peter Smith, who brought his family to this

county when his son was only a small boy. He
settled in East Allen Township, where he lived to

attain a good old age. Our subject's mother,

Margaret (Fennel) Smith, was born in Northamp-

ton County.

John Smith was born June 10, 1837, and was

reared to man's estate on his father's farm in East

Allen Township, his education being acquired in

the district schools. Until about twenty years of

age he devoted himself to farm work, but at this

time began learning the business of making farm

implements". This calling he followed about three

years, when he returned to agricultural pursuits,

in which he engaged for several years. About

1872 Mr. Smith embarked in the lime business

with Erin Reyer, the latter being the senior mem-

ber of the firm. The firm name was afterward

changed to Smith & Reyer, and ultimately the

latter assigned his interest to his son, though the

firm name still remains unchanged. This connec-

tion has proved very successful, and they do a

large business, burning and preparing lime for the

market. On the average about fifteen men are

employed, though formerly more than double the

number were often engaged in working at the

two immense kilns, the capacity of which is about

five hundred bushels of lime in twenty-four hours.

Recently John Smith sold out his interest in the
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lime business to his son, William H.,now the prime

mover in the enterprises of the firm.

January 10, 1860, our subject married Sarah S.

Biel, she being a daughter of David B. Biel, and

to them were born seven children, four of whom

are living: Laura, Ellen, William H. and Ida R.

The farm on which John Smith and his family

reside, and which he located in 1867, comprises

fifty-four acres, all under good cultivation. In

addition to this property, he owns a tract of land

covering one hundred and twenty-one acres in East

Allen Township. A self-made man, Mr. Smith is

worthy of commendation, for it is only through

his own hard work and well directed efforts that

he has acquired a competence. In his political

belief he adheres to the principles set forth by the

Democratic party. As a member of the Reformed

Church he has served as Deacon, and while living

in Howertown he was the Trustee of the church

at that place.

z£)##et

ry HARLES A. MOHREY. This popular and

\~J well known gentleman is engaged as a

merchant tailor in Cherryville. He is a

native of this count}', and was born February 14,

1856, to Peter and Catherine (Heckman) Mohrey,

the former born in Switzerland, and the latter in

Northampton County. Peter Mohrey departed

this life in 1891, and his good wife, who still sur-

vives, makes her home with our subject and is noW

in the seventy- fifth year of her age.

Charles A., of this sketch, grew to man's estate

and was educated in the public schools of liis na-

tive county, and although not having the advan

tages offered the youth of the present day for

gaining a good schooling, is well informed and

keeps himself thoroughly posted on events of in-

terest. In 1876 he began to learn the tailor's trade,

serving an apprenticeship of three years. He then

established in business for himself in Cherryville.

Here he has built up a good trade and controls

the largest business in his line in the place and has

also secured a good patronage from the surround-

ing country. He gives employment to several

men, and turns out first-class and highly satisfac-

tory work in every particular.

Mr. Mohrey was married in 1879 to Miss Emma
E., daughter of Charles Nagle, now deceased, but

formerly a resident of this county. They have

become the parents of two children, Mark and

Raymond. In religious affairs our subject is a de-

voted member of the Reformed Church, in the

work of which he is greatly interested. Socially

he belongs to the Junior Order United American

Mechanics at Cherryville.

In his political affiliations Mr. Mohrey is a

strong Democrat. He is well known, and the in-

corruptible integrity of his character and his many
fine qualities of head and heart have placed him

high in the regard of his fellow-citizens.
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MARTIN LEWIS YOST, M. D., who was

born in Salisbury Township, March 20,

1834, is the son of John Yost. The

grandfather, Joseph, who was a native of Den-

mark, emigrated to America early in the history of

this century. John Yost was a man of but little

education, although he acquired during his long

residence in Lehigh County considerable wealth.

He was widely known, and served as County Com-

missioner for several terms, and also held various

minor offices. He was a farmer by occupation,

and in later years disposed of his interests in that

line and retired from active life. He died in 1873,

at the age of seventy-six years. His success in life

was due entirely to his own industry. At one

time during a financial panic which spread over

the country, Mr. Yost was a very heavy loser, but,

notwithstanding this, his pluck and energy again

placed him in the front, and he died a rich man.

His wife, the mother of Dr. Yost, was Maria Stu-

ben, who belonged to a prominentand well known

family in this part of the country. She bore her

husband four boys and five girls, only three of

whom are yet living: John J., a wealthy resident

of South Bethlehem; Sallie, the widow of Solomon

Euroth, also living in South Bethlehem, and Mar-

tin L. The father for a period of thirty-one years

conducted a distillery, whose product was made
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under the name of Morten & Yost, and was favor-

ably known the world over.

Dr. Yost was not a recipient of educational ad-

vantages in his youth, and the development of his

excellent character is due largely to his own ef-

forts. Pkrly in life he chose the vocation of a

physician, and his spare moments at home were

spent in study with that in view. He was gradu-

ated from the Bellevue Medical College of New
York City in 1864, though previous to that event

he had practiced to a considerable extent in the

neighborhood of his nativity. " Soon after his

graduation he located in Salisbury Township, near

Alientown, and began the practice of his profes-

sion.

In November, 1862, Dr. Yost was married to

Miss Amanda Gable, a native of Lower Milford

Township, and a daughter of Willoughby and

Eliza (Weeder) Gable. To this union seven chil-

dren were born: Wilson, Erwin, Martin, Alfred J.,

Helen E., and two little ones who died in infancy.

Alfred J. is a young physician of repute at Allen-

town, and in 1893, soon after his graduation, was

elected on the Democratic ticket to the office of

Coroner of Lehigh County.

Dr. Yost was a second time married, in 1876, his

wife being on this occasion Mrs. Julia Hieman, a

daughter of Solomon and Rachel (Ulmer) Hieman,
the father being a well known citizen of Alsace,

Germany, dying in that country. To this marriage

one child has been born, Miss Rachel M., who at

the time of this writing is a student of Alientown
Female College, where Helen S., her half-sister, is

also a student. The Doctor is a gentleman of

means, and possesses much real estate m the city

and country. His home farm consists of one
hundred and fifty acres of fine land, lying near
Alientown, upon which are numerous buildings
and tenant houses, all of which are of the same
marked degree of rural elegance. The home of
the family was erected in 1892, and is perhaps the
finest dwelling to be found Outside the cities of
Lehigh County. It is graciously presided over by
his estimable wife, whose many friends and ac-

quaintances she always makes welcome to her spa-
cious abode. No expense has been spared in mak-
ing it a model of elegance, baths, hot air and a

large conservatory being some of the many coin-

forts. A portion of the furniture in their home

is more than two hundred years old, and was

brought to this country by his grandfather from

Denmark. In the building of this handsome home

the Doctor was his own architect, and superin-

tended its entire construction. He also owns about

fifty-two dwellings in South Bethlehem.

Dr. and Mrs. Yost have traveled extensively.

He has crossed the Atlantic upon three occasions,

and has visited all of the European points of in-

terest. He has in his possession a watch which is

beyond doubt the acme of mechanical skill. It

was originally made for a royal Duke of Spain,

and upon it is engraved the coat of arms of the

royal house. The jewels are rubies and diamonds.

While abroad the Doctor purchased a number of

fine horses and imported them. He has had many

adventures with robbers, and but for his courage

and presence of mind would undoubtedly have

sustained serious loss.

Politically Dr. Yost is a stanch Democrat, and

filled with great credit the office of School Direc-

tor for some time. He has also been given other

offices of his township, is now a Director of the

Second National Bank of Alientown, and upon

matters financial his advice is frequently sought.

£T^r LEXANDER C. P. LAURY. This repre-

/ \ sentative and well known citizen of

Laury's, Lehigh County, is the Postmas-

ter, ticket and freight agent of the Lehigh "Valley

Railway Company. He was born in this place

January 26, 1849, and is a son of Judge David

and Maria (Klein) Laury, also natives of this

county. His great-grandfather was a native of

Scotland and emigrated thence to America, where

he founded that branch of the family to which our

subject belongs.

In 1832 Judge Laury settled in the village which

was named in his honor, and here he continued to

reside until his death, in 1883, when in the seven-
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ty-ninth year of his age. For ten years he served

as one of the Associate Judges of Lehigh County,

and also represented his district in the Lower

House of the State Legislature. During the late

war he was appointed Revenue Commissioner.

Throughout this section he was esteemed as a man

of integrity of action and nobility of heart. In

financial matters he was successful, and at his

death left a valuable estate to be divided among
his children. Public spirited and enterprising, he

was ever ready to bear such part as he could in the

progress of the county. He was active in relig-

ious work, and assisted in the establishment of the

Lutheran Church at Laury's, in which he served

in an official capacity. Socially he was a Mason

and an Odd Fellow. For a time he filled the posi-

tion of Major-General of the State Militia for the

live counties of Lehigh, Northampton, Monroe,

Pike and Carbon.

The children who survive of the parental fam-

ily are: Mary, the wife of Thomas Newhard, of

Laury's; Henry K., who makes his home in White-

hall; Caroline, Mrs. Adam Laubach, of Seigfried's

Bridge, Pa.; Maria K., wife of Peter Nichols, who
is foreman in the car shops at Stemton; Josephine

P., Mrs. George F. Kimball, of Laury's; Rebecca

S., widow of Joseph L. Bibighaus, and Alexander

C. P. The last-named was reared in the village of

Laury's. In 1864 he became assistant to his fa-

ther, who was the first station agent at this place,

and on the death of the latter, in 1883, he assumed

full control of the office, which he has since filled.

His primary studies were conducted in the com-

mon schools, after which he attended Gregory's

Academy, at Allentown. Later he entered theAl-

lentown Military Academy, now known as Muh-
lenberg College, where he continued his studies,

thus obtaining a fine literary education.

The lady whom Mr. Laury married in 1871 was

Miss Mary R., daughter of Thomas Hirst, of Beth-

lehem. Their home has been blessed by the birth

of three daughters, namely: Bessie M., the wife of

Samuel E. Thomas; Helen M., who is attending

school in Bethlehem, and Marion H. Mr. Laury

is a stanch Democrat politically and is a reliable

citizeD, an intelligent man, and one whose life has

won for him the respect of those about him. He

is a valued member of the Lutheran Church, in

the work of which he takes great interest. To-
gether with his father, he has virtually built up
the village of Laury's, and during his lifelong

residence here he has become well known through-

out the community, and has a host of warm friends

who esteem him highly.

1.^^*

(
~y~ AMUEL GEISER was born in Northampton

O^ County, February 28, 1821, and is the son

of John J. and Elizabeth (Bush) Geiser.

He is engaged in the manufacture of woolen goods,

operates a fine tract of land, and perhaps no resi-

dent in Lehigh Township has shown a greater de-

gree of enterprise.

The father of Samuel Geiser was born across the

Atlantic, in Switzerland, while his mother is a na-

tive of Lehigh County. The former emigrated to

America about 1817, locating first in Allen Town-

ship, whence he later came to this township, mak-

ing his home on the tract of land on which our

subject is residing at the present time. Here he

erected a stone house, and also building a mill,

began the manufacture of woolen goods, which

business Samuel learned, and which he has fol-

lowed for many years.

The subject of this sketch has made his home in

Lehigh Township since two years of age. As

soon as old enough he received a thorough train-

ing in farm pursuits, and at the same time was

taught how to manufacture woolen goods. He

secured his education in the common schools,

which, although bearing little resemblance to the

institutions of learning at the present day, gave

him a fair fund of information. His father dying

when he was twenty-seven years of age, Mr.

Geiser took charge of the factory, which he still

carries on in connection with his farming opera-

tions. His estate includes fifty acres, which are

cultivated in an admirable manner, and yield their

owner a fine income. The factory is run by water-

power, and gives employment to three men. The
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goods manufactured are satinettes, flannels, blank-

ets, stockings, yarns, etc.

Mr. Geiser was married in 1849, to Miss Cath-

erine, daughter of Henry Mack, now deceased, but

formerly a native of this county. There was born

to them a family of nine children, all of whom are

living with one exception, and are named respective-

ly: John H., George; Andrew F., deceased; Sarah,

the wife of Dr. Frank Laubach, of Luzerne Coun-

ty, this state; Annie, now Mrs. George Laubach;

Amanda, the wife of A. Stetler; Mary, Mrs. Theo-

dore Weitzel; Laura, the wife of William Berger;

and Ellen, the wife of Dr. Sipe, of Easton, this

state.

Mr. Geiser has served efficiently as a member of

the School Board, and as a man of good habits he

is well thought of in the community where he

makes his home. He is a stanch Democrat in poli-

tics, and his influence is used to advance the cause

of his party. He has witnessed great changes in

the country during the years of his residence here,

and has contributed his quota toward bringing

them about. An active member of the Lutheran

Church, he does all he can to extend its good
work. He possesses the confidence of his fellow-

men, among whom his word is considered as good
as his bond.
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FRANKLIN GOLDSMITH. The city of

Catasauqua is the home of many energetic

and prosperous business men who have
won for themselves both fame and fortune, but
none merit more praise or are more highly es-

teemed than he whose history here claims atten-

tion. He is one of the most extensive contractors
and builders in the city, and has many friends in

this locality.

Our subject is a native of this state, and was
born in Berks County June 28, 1850. His father.
Christian Goldsmith, died when lie was an infant,
and he was reared to manhood by his mother, who
in her maidenhood was known as Maria Herbst.

Mrs. Goldsmith was likewise a native of Berks

County, and was born in Pike Township. Her

father, George Herbst, was also a native of that

vicinity, and was a paper manufacturer. He came

of an old and respected family, and lived and died

in Berks County. His wife, however, is still liv-

ing, and makes her home in Montgomery County,

this state.

Franklin, of this sketch, was the only child of his

parents, and grew to mature years in his native

count}', residing with his mother in the home of

his Grandfather Herbst. By him he was trained

to farm pursuits, and attended the district school

until reaching his fourteenth year, when he began

to earn his own money by working out on farms.

This he followed for six years, when he appren-

ticed himself to learn the trade of a carpenter.

After mastering this branch of business, he worked

for two years with Henry Acker, of Alburtis, and

in 1872 obtained a position in the car shops at

Fullerton. After being thus employed for two

years, he began plying his trade, and going to

Mauch Chunk, he remained there until the year

1886. At that time he began contracting and

building on his own account, erecting in a twelve-

month seventy-five residences. He also built

King's Hotel, in Fullerton, Zion's Lutheran Re-

formed Chapel, in this city, and numerous other

brick and frame structures. He was also given the

contract by a land company to construct forty

houses, and during the busy season his work was

so extensive that he was obliged to employ as

many as one hundred and forty men. He gives

his personal supervision to the construction of all

buildings, and does more business than all the rest

of the contractors and builders together. In 1891

he completed the building of his beautiful fire-

proof residence, which is pleasantly located on

East Race Street. Besides this he is the proprietor

of three dwellings in West Catasauqua, three lo-

cated in the eastern part of the city, two in Cata-

sauqua proper, and four in North Catasauqua.

In 1874 Franklin Goldsmith and Miss Rebecca

Dieter, who was born in Ohio, were united in

marriage. The lady was reared to womanhood in

Hanover Township, this county, and by her union

with our subject has become the mother of the fol-
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lowing ten children: George, Mamie, Frank, John,

Benton, Stata, Minnie, Harry, Wayne and Clyde.

Mr. Goldsmith has been very prosperous, and no

man has worked harder in order that he might

succeed. He is a stockholder in the Home Build-

ing and Loan Association, and during the erec-

tion of the Lutheran Church, of which he is a

member, was Chairman of the building commit-

tee. He is a stanch Democrat in politics, and

justly ranks among the most prominent men in

the county.
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WILLIAM H. STROH is the owner of

the Mauch Chunk Iron Works, and is

also engaged in the boot and shoe busi-

ness in Mauch Chunk. He is very prominent in

commercial circles, and is one of the best known

citizens of Carbon County. He was born in the

borough which is still his home, January 9, 1827,

and is a son of Abraham Stroh, who was a native

of Pennsylvania and also a resident of Mauch

Chunk. He was a millwright by trade and a fine

mechanic. He met with an accident which caused

his death in 1830. In Freemasonry he took a

very prominent part. He wedded Miss Mary Keim,

daughter of James Keim, and to them were born

five children, Amos, Edward K., Harriet, William

H. and Abraham, four of whom are still living.

The mother died in 1855.

The educational privileges which William H.

Stroh received were quite limited, for his father-

died when he was three years of age. He started

out to make his own Way in the world unaided at

the age of ten years, and for five years was em-

ployed in various ways, after which he learned

the shoemaker's trade, and worked at it until

1848. Embarking at that time in business for

himself, he continued for a period of sixteen years,

and then sold out to Frank Inkman. With Gen.

Charles Albright, he purchased the Mauch Chunk
Iron Works, and received contract work for shot

and shell from the Government, continuing at it

until 1865. After the close of the war they started

to manufacture steam engines, steam pumps, du-

plex steam pumps, jigs, and all kinds of machinery

and castings, which are still manufactured at the

works.

Gen. Charles Albright died in September, 1881,

and since then W. H. Stroh has been the sole pro-

prietor. In 1877 he again established himself in

the shoe business, and continued until 1880, when

he admitted his son, William E., to partnership.

Thej' are at the present time manufacturing misses'

and children's shoes; they also have a wholesale

and retail shoe store, and their business has now
become one of the leading industries of the town.

In 1850 Mr. Stroh was united in marriage with

Miss Mary, daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth

Brelsford. Seven children were born of their

union, but three are deceased. Those living are

Julia L,, Nettie E., William R., and Abraham L.,

who is superintendent of the shoe factory.

In politics Mr. Stroh is a stanch Republican,

and takes an active interest in the growth and

success of the party. He has served as Burgess

for thirteen years, and has held other offices, the

duties of which he has discharged with promptness

and fidelity that have won him high commend-

ation. He was appointed Associate Judge by Gov-

ernor Beaver to fill the vacancy caused by the death

of Dr. R. Leonard. He was also a delegate to the

National Convention at Minneapolis, Minn., in

1892, which nominated General Harrison to the

Presidency.

The best interests of the community have ever

found in Mr. Stroh a friend, and he has been

prominently identified with man}- of the leading

enterprises which have added materially to the

prosperity of the borough. He was one of the

organizers of the Second National Bank, and is

one of its Directors. By his well directed efforts

and good management he has accumulated a hand-

some competency for old age. A self-made man,

he started out in life empty handed, with nothing



342 PORTRAiT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

save a young man's bright hope of the future

and a strong determination to succeed, and has

steadily worked his way upward from an humble

position to one of affluence.
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JOSIAHL. GABEL, a dealer in builders' hard-

ware of Lehighton, is a worthy representa-

tive of the commercial interests of this city.

He was born in Boyertown, Berks County,

Pa., August 29, 1845, and is a son of Abraham

and Anna (Luday) Gabel, who were also natives

of Berks County. The family is of German and

French descent. The father was a prominent bus-

iness man, connected with various enterprises. He
engaged in merchandising, followed farming, and

was also a miller, owning a sawmill and oil mill lo-

cated at Gabelsville, where he carried on an active

business for many years. He was one of the wide-

awake and progressive citizens of the community

in which he made his home, and the best interests

of the neighborhood ever found in him a friend.

J. L. Gabel was a lad of only eight summers

at the time of his mother's death. He spent the

days of his boyhood and youth in his father's home,

and acquired his early education in the district

schools of the neighborhood, but afterward pur-

sued his studies in Philadelphia. He then started

out in life for himself, and was first employed in

the capacity of clerk in the dry-goods establish-

ment of Kent, Santee & Co., of Philadelphia, re-

maining with that firm for ten years, a trusted

and faithful employe. In 1868 he removed to

Lewisburg, Union County, Pa., where he embarked
in the dry-goods business on his own account,

there engaging in trade for two years. On the

expiration of that period he returned to Philadel-

phia, and formed a partnership with his brother-in-

law, Benjamin Bertolet, under the firm name of

Bertolet & Gabel, manufacturers of building brick.

This enterprise was continued for three years, after

which Mr. Gabel sold out and became a traveling

salesman on the road for a wholesale house of

Philadelphia, traveling in Pennsylvania and Ohio

for a period of thirteen years.

The winter of 1878 witnessed the arrival of our

subject in Lehighton, and here he established him-

self in the hardware business in partnership with

Frank Semmel, but after nine months he became

sole proprietor. He occupies his own store build-

ings brick structure 62x80 feet in size and three

stories in height. It is centrally located, and

is equipped with a complete stock of everything

found in his line. He now has a good trade and

is enjoying a constantly increasing business.

Mrs. Gabel was in her maidenhood Amanda He-

berling, a daughter of the late Judge Heberling,

of Weissport, Pa. ' To her union with our sub-

ject were born eight children, four of whom are.

now deceased. Mr. Gabel is now serving as the

efficient President of the City Council. He made

the race forProthonotary on the Republican ticket,

and greatly reduced the large Democratic major-

ity of the county. He is one of the Directors of

the Lehigh Water Company, and is a member of

Carbon Lodge No. 242, F. & A. M. He started

out in life for himself in the humble position of a

clerk, but is now at the head of a large and flour-

ishing business which yields to him a good income

and makes him one of the substantial citizens of

the community.
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DANIEL OLEWINE, a retired leather man-

ufacturer of Lehighton, was born on the

13th of April, 1815, in Carbon County,

Pa., and comes of a family of German origin.

His grandfather, Andrew Olewine, was a native of

Germany, and emigrating to America, took up his

residence in Northampton County, Pa., where was

born George Olewine, the father of our subject.'

The latter was a farmer by occupation, and fol-

lowed that pursuit throughout his entire life.

Having arrived at years of maturity, he was united

in marriage with Miss Susan Erdinan, daughter of

Henry Erdman. Their union was blessed with a
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family of eight children, four sons and four

daughters, but only two are now living.

The member of the family in whom our readers

are most interested is Daniel Olewine, one of the

leading and influential citizens of his native coun-

ty. In the usual manner of farmer lads, the days

of his boyhood and youth were passed, but not

wishing to follow agricultural pursuits as a life

work, he learned the trade of a tanner and currier

under the direction of Thomas Snyder. On com-

pleting his apprenticeship, he traveled through

New York and New Jersey for several years as a

journeyman, after which he located in Mauch

Chunk and entered the employ of the firm of

Packer & Ripple, tanners and manufacturers of

shoes, with whom he continued his connection for

ten years. In 1856 he came to Lehighton and en-

gaged in the manufacture of leather, doing a good

business. His trade constantly increased from the

beginning until it had assumed extensive propor-

tions. He employed twelve men, and sent his

goods to various states throughout the Union. He
built up a large and lucrative business, which he

continued until 1873, when his tanner}' was de-

stroyed by fire. He then sold his plant to B. J.

Kuntz, who is now operating the same.

Mr. Olewine has been engaged in other business

enterprises. He was for some years interested in

the foundry business in Weissport, being associ-

ated with Miner Bros., under the firm name of

Olewine & Miners. They were largely engaged

in making castings for the Domestic Sewing Ma-

chine Company of Newark, N. J., the daily output

being more than one hundred. He was for sev-

eral years a Director of the Second National Bank

of Mauch Chunk, aided in organizing the First

National Bank of Lehighton, was its first Presi-

dent, and is still one of its stockholders.

In 1850 Mr. Olewine was united in marriage

with Miss Esther Coll, a daughter of Joseph Coll,

of Orwigsburg, Schuylkill County, and to them

were born three children: Susan, now the wife of

W. H. Koch, of Lehighton; Clara, wife of F.

Pierce Lentz, of Lehighton; and Daniel I., who is

engaged in clerking. The parents are both mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, take an

active part in church work', and for some years

Mr. Olewine has served as one of the officers.

Their home is a pleasant brick residence, richly

and tastefully furnished, adorned with works of

art, and supplied with a fine library which indi-

cates the cultured and refined tastes of the inmates

of the household. Mr. Olewine has met with most

excellent success, but it is not phenomenal, being

the result of close attention to the details' of his

business, earnest application and well directed

efforts.

f~y EORGE V. DANNER occupies the impor-

Ij tant position of Justice of the Peace of

Seigfried's Bridge, to which office he was

elected in February, 1893, for a term of five years.

Mr. Danner is also a practical paper-hanger and

painter, carrying on business in the above place.

He was born in Northampton County, September

26, 1848, and is the son of John A. and Mary
(Graver) Danner, who still survive, though ad-

vanced in years. They make their home in Moore

Township, this county, where they have a good

farm property.

George V. received his preliminary education in

the public schools of his native place, after which

he attended for a short time the Freeland Semi-

nary, near Philadelphia. The course of study car-

ried on in that institution was supplemented by

attendance at the Kutztown State Normal and the

Weaversville Academy. His father being in lim-

ited circumstances, young Danner was obliged to

work his own way through school, and in the in-

tervals of study taught school, teaching in all

twenty-six years. After completing his education

he was given a position as teacher in Lehigh

County, which occupation he followed for many

years, and was considered an educator of more

than local note. Later he became a painter and

paper-hanger, doing contract work, and still makes

this business his principal vocation.

Mr. Danner was elected Justice of the Peace on

the Democratic ticket in 1 893. He ever takes a

warm interest in the development and welfare of
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the community, and as an intelligent and well in-

formed man, possesses foresight and sagacity in

business matters. Ho is a member of the Reformed

Church, of which he has been Deacon, and is

classed among its most prominent members. So-

cially he is connected with the Order United Amer-

ican Mechanics at Seigfried's Bridge, and also

holds membership with the Odd Fellows' society

and the United Beneficial Society of Whitehall,

and with the Grange.

In December, 1872, George V. Danner and Miss

Mary, daughter of Edward and Caroline Bachman,

were united in marriage. The father of Mrs. Dan-

ner is a resident of Lehigh Township, this county,

where he is residing on a good estate. To Mr.

Danner and his wife were born four children, two

of whom, Ella J. and Elmer T., are living.

^^>-^"<l

GTT SA P. BLAKSLEE, general freight agent
/—\ of the Montrose Railroad Company, with

headquarters at Mauch Chunk, was born

in the year 1854, in Carbon County, and is a son

of James I. and Caroline Blakslee. His father is

one of the oldest citizens of Mauch Chunk, is a

leader in business circles, and for many years has

been a Director in the Lehigh Valley Railroad Com-
pany. He is also President of the Linderman Na-
tional Bank, one of the solid financial institu-

tions of Mauch Chunk. He is connected with a

number of other important business enterprises

which have added materially to the growth and
prosperity of the city. He is straightforward and
honorable in all his dealings, and his careful atten-

tion to details, his well directed efforts, and his

systematic methods have brought him a success of
which he is well deserving.

Mr. Blakslee, whose name heads this record, was
reared in the county of his nativity, and during
his youth attended its public schools. His educa-
tion was completed in the schools of Philadelphia,

after which he returned to his home in Mauch
Chunk, and in order to make his own way in the

world, entered the employ of the Lehigh Valley Rail-

road Company, serving in the capacity of clerk in

the office of the passenger department. He was af-

terward in the freight department, and in 1873 was

made general agent of the freight and passenger

departments of the Montrose Railway, with head-

quarters in this city. In that position he has proven

a most trusted and efficient officer, his long contin-

ued service well indicating his fidelity to duty.

In 1880 was celebrated the marriage of Mr.

Blakslee and Miss Louisa F. Say re, a daughter of

Francis R. Sayre, of Mauch Chunk. Their union

has been blessed with two children: Louisa F., who
is still with her parents, and Harriet, who is de-

ceased. They are well known people of this com-

munity, and their friends in Mauch Chunk are

many.

Mr. Blakslee takes considerable interest in civic

societies. Socially he belongs to Carbon Lodge

No. 242, F. & A. M., to Lilly Chapter No. 181, R.

A. M., and to Packer Commandery No. 23. He
also holds membership with the Knights of Pythias

Lodge and the Royal Arcanum. Since 1879 he

has been a member of the Marion Hose Company
No. 1, and at this writing, in the summer of 1894,

is Chief Engineer of the Fire Department, and

President of the organization. In religious belief

he is an Episcopalian, and is a communicant of St.

Mark's Church, in which he is now serving as

Treasurer; he has been Vestryman for several years,

and is one of the active workers in the interests

of the society.

.

• ^)I*§P '

JOHN H. KLEPPINGER, one of the well

known agriculturists of Allen Township, is

engaged in operating his well cultivated

farm in Allen Township. His life has been

passed in Northampton County, his birth having
here occurred March 9, 1842. His parents, John

and Annie Kleppinger, were born in Northampton
County and Philadelphia, respectively. George
Kleppinger, the father of the former, many years

ago resided on and operated the farm on which his
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grandson, our subject, now makes his home, and

was one of the early settlers of the township.

John Kleppinger, Sr., whose life was mainly

spent in this 'township, was, like his forefathers, a

farmer, and he, in turn, succeeded to the farm set-

tled upon by his father, which is still in the pos-

session of the family. He was called from the

shores of time in January, 1872. His wife, after

surviving him for many years, departed this life,

April 22, 1893. Of their children the following

survive: Maria, the wife of Hiram Hower, of Kan-

sas; Hannah, who became the wife of William Law-

fer, of Allentown; Sarah, the wife of John H. Mil-

ler, of this township; John, and Belinda, the wife

of Francis O. Fenicle, of this township. The fa-

ther, who was a Republican in politics, belonged

to the Lutheran Church, and served the same in

the offices of Elder and Deacon. He was at one

time Road Supervisor of Allen Township, and was

a successful and much respected man.

From his earliest years Mr. Kleppinger has re-

sided on a farm, and was early inducted into the

proper methods of carrying on agriculture. His

education in early life was limited, being confined

to that of the district schoc Is of the period. On
reaching manhood he was united in wedlock, in

1866, with Sarah Lichtenwalner. Her father, Jonas

Lichtenwalner, was a prominent man and well-to-

do farmer. Of their children the following are

yet living: Sylvanus; Aquilla, wife of Jacob Levan

;

Myranda, Sarah and John J. Mr. Kleppinger and

his present wife, formerly Mrs. Catherine, widow
of Isaac Odenwelder, were united in marriage in

June, 1883. Her birth occurred near Catasauqua,

this county, January 23, 1850. Her parents are

Benjamin and Belinda Schaden, of Allen Town-
ship. The former is now over seventy years of

age, and his wife is past sixty-five years. Mrs.

Kleppinger's daughter by her former marriage,

Laura B., is at home with her mother.

Mr. Kleppinger owns one hundred and twenty

acres of land, all of which is under good improve-

ments. He is a thorough business man, and has

made a success of those enterprises to which he

has devoted his time and attention. He is a self-

made man, and much credit is due for the manner
in which he has discharged the duties devolving

upon him. For some time he served as one of the

School Directors, and under his influence good

schools have been maintained in the district.

While he holds membership with the Lutheran

Church, Mrs. Kleppinger is identified with the

Union Stone Church of the Reformed Association.

^^$>g-^3^^®»^^g^S^^HJi£

FRANCIS H. ERWIN, M. D. Prominent

among the successful physicians and sur-

geons of South Bethlehem is our subject,

who was born here in 1859. He is the son of A. J.

Erwin, also a native of this city, who in turn was

the son of J. F. Erwin, a native of Erwinna, Bucks

County. The last-named gentleman was reared to

manhood in Easton, where he followed the tanner's

trade, and later in life came to this city. His next

removal was to Monroe County, where he opened

up a tannery and was engaged is its operation un-

til his decease, at the age of eighty-three years.

The grandmother of our subject, Mrs. Louisa

(Schneider) Erwin, was the daughter of John

Schneider, a Moravian, and a miller by occupation.

Great-grandfather Erwin came from Ireland prior

to the Revolutionary War, in which conflict he

served as Colonel. He obtained a grant of land

in New York for his services during that period,

which was named Erwin Centre.

The father of our subject was engaged in the

mercantile business in Bethlehem until retiring

from active life in 1871. He is now deceased, hav-

ing passed away at Staten Island iu 1885, at the

age of fiftj7-five years. His wife prior to her mar-

riage was Mary Clauder;she was a native of Ohio,

and the daughter of H. G. Clauder, a Moravian

missionary to the Cherokee Indians. He later lo-

cated in this city, where his decease occurred when

in his seventy-eighth year.

The parental family included six children, of

whom Francis H. was the eldest. He was first sent

to the Moravian parochial school, after which he

took a course in Nazareth Hall, at Nazareth. Young

Erwin upon completing his education began clerk-
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ing in the store of J. H. Traeger in this city, after

which he became bookkeeper in the Lehigh Valley

National Bank.

In 1886 Mr. Erwin had an opportunity to carry

out his long cherished desire of studying medicine,

and entering the College of Physicians & Surgeons

at Baltimore, was graduated therefrom in 1889

with the degree of Doctor of Medicine. For the

year following he was physician at St. Luke's Hos-

pital, South Bethlehem, located on Cherokee Street.

He was appointed Health Officer for Fountain

Hill in 1893. Dr. Erwin is agreeable in manner,

which makes him a favorite among all classes, and

this pleasant quality, coupled with his skill and

knowledge of his profession, renders him one of

the most popular and successful physicians in the

county.

Dr. Erwin was married in York, this state, in

1892, to Miss Mary E. Spabr. He is a Democrat
in politics, and a devoted member of the Moravian

Church. Socially he belongs to the Northampton
County Medical Association, of which he is the

present Vice-President, and is also connected with

the Lehigh Valley Medical Association. He has

been surgeon for the Lehigh Valley Railroad Com-
pany, and belongs to the National Association of

Railroad Surgeons and the State Medical Asso-

ciation.

:]Wn

TH"> DWIN G. ZERN, a worthy representative of

\ 9 the mercantile interests of Lehighton,now
deals in boots and shoes, hats, caps and

clothing. He has a good business, which has been
secured through straightforward and honorable
dealing and courteous treatment of his patrons.
He carries a well selected stock, and his trade is con-
stantly increasing.

Mr. Zern was born in Montgomery County, Pa.,
on the 10th of March, 1853, and is the fifth in
order of birth in a family of eight children, three

sons and five daughters, of whom seven are living

at this writing, in the summer of 1894. The parents

of this family were Rev. Jacob and Sophia (Gilbert)

Zern. The father is a minister of the Evangelical

Association, and is now living in Terre Hill, Lan-

caster County. His wife was called to her final

rest in 1878, while living in Berks County, Pa.

No event of special importance occurred during

the childhood and youth of our subject, who was

reared in his parents' home. He began his educa-

tion in the district schools, but his early privileges

were afterward supplemented by study in the State

Normal School of Kutztown and in the Normal

of Millers ville, Pa. On leaving the schoolroom

he began clerking in a store, later he commenced
to learn the trade of cigar-maker, following that

business for a period of seven years, after which

he accepted a clerkship in the dry-goods establish-

ment owned by Nathan Snyder, of Weissport.

There lie remained for several years. He labored

earnestly in the interest of the store, and was a

popular salesman and a faithful and trusted em-

ploye. His next place of residence was in Coal-

dale, Schuylkill County, where he embarked in

business for himself as proprietor of a general mer-

cantile store, whicb he carried on for ten years.

In 1874 Mr. Zern was united in marriage with

Miss Etta M. Snyder, a daughter of Nathan Sny-

der, his former employer, a leading merchant of

Weissport and one of the oldest. Their union has

been blessed with a famity of three children, viz.:

Florence M., Edward N. and Arline.

Mr. Zern dates his residence in Lehighton from

1878, at which time he removed to this city and

established his present business. The store which

he occupies is 20x75 feet in dimensions, and is a

well equipped establishment, supplied with every-

thing found in his line. Socially Mr. Zern is con-

nected with the Odd Fellows' society of Lehighton,

and Knights of Malta, and in politics is a Repub-

lican. He is the owner of a fine residence in Lehigh-

ton, built in modern architectural design and sup-

plied throughout with all of the new improvements.

It is also richly and tastefully furnished, and there

the comforts which go to make life worth liv-

ing may be found. Mr. Zern may truly be called

a self-made man, for he started out empty handed,
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with no capital save a young man's bright hope of

the future. Steadily he has worked his way up-

ward from a humble clerkship until he is now at

the head of a good business. His example is one

well worthy of emulation, and should encourage

others to press forward in the duties of life.

©RANT M. KISTLER, M. D., is success-

fully engaged in the prosecution of the

medical profession in Lansford, and al-

though yet a young man he has gained a reputa-

tion which might well be envied by many an

older practitioner. He is favorably known in this

community, and we feel assured that his many

friends will receive with interest this record of his

life. The Doctor claims Pennsylvania as the state

of his nativity, for his birth occurred in Schuyl-

kill County in the year 1865. His father, John

M. Kistler, was born in the same locality as our

subject, and having attained to mature years, he

was united in marriage with Miss Mary Moser,

daughter of Jacob Moser. The Doctor's father

died in 1891, but his mother is still living. They

were the parents of a family of ten children, six

of whom yet abide at the time of this writing, in

the summer of 1894.

We now take up the personal history of Dr.

Kistler, who in the public schools of his native

county acquired his early education. His early

privileges were afterward supplemented bjr a course

of study in the Kutztown Normal School, and later

he engaged in teaching three terms. The days of

his boyhood and youth were quietly passed, no

event of special importance occurring during that

period. While engaged in teaching, he formed

the determination to enter the medical profession

and make it his life work. To this end he en-

tered the office of Dr. C. B. Dreher, of Tamaqua,

Pa., under whose direction he pursued a course of

reading.

Subsequently Dr. Kistler entered the Hahne-

mann Medical College, of Philadelphia, Pa., where

he took a course of lectures, and in the spring of

1889 he was graduated from that institution. He

was a thorough student, and his earnest prepara-

tion well fitted him for his life-work. He keeps

abreast with everj'thing connected with the science

of medicine, the latest theories and discoveries,

and has met with good success in his labors. Im-

mediately after his graduation he came to Lans-

ford, opened an office and has since been engaged

in general practice.

In October of the same year the Doctor was

united in marriage with Miss Rosa V. Heintzel-

man, a native of Schuylkill County and a daugh-

ter of Reuben Heintzelman. Cultured and refined,

she is a most estimable lady, and with her husband

shares in the high regard of all who know them.

The Doctor is a member of the Schuylkill Homeo-

pathic Medical Society. In manner he is pleasant

and affable, and his courteous and gentlemanly

deportment and the many excellences of his char-

acter have gained him the confidence and best

wishes of all with whom business or social rela-

tions have brought him in contact.

-##+«=

<Tf~\ R. O. STEWART KIRBY spent the days

| I of his boyhood and youth in his parents'

home in the city of Philadelphia, and was

educated in its public schools and in the high

school of that place. Wishing to follow the med-

ical profession, he began studying under the di-

rection of his father, and when he had completed

a course of reading he entered the Hahnemann

Homeopathic College of Philadelphia, from which

institution he was graduated in 1882.

Having now been granted the degree of M. D.,

Dr. Kirby went to Pleasantyille, N. J., where he

opened an office and began practice. He there re-

mained seven years, doing a good business and

obtaining the practical experience which is neces-

sary to success in any line. The year 1889 wit-

nessed his removal to Mauch Chunk, where he has

since conducted a general practice. He is now
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well established in his profession, and the public

attests its confidence in his skill and ability by

giving him a liberal patronage. He is now serv-

iug as surgeon of the Lehigh Valley Railroad, a

position which he has held for the past four years.

The lady who now bears the name of Mrs. Kirby

was in her maidenhood Emma D. Kuhn, daughter

of Isaac S. Kuhn, a resident of Bloomsburg, Pa.

The marriage of the Doctor and his wife was cele-

brated in 1890, and the young couple are now
prominent and well known people of this commu-

nity, having many friends and holding a high po-

sition in social circles. The Doctor is a member

of the Lehigh Valley Homeopathic Medical So-

ciety, is a close student, a man of deep research,

and is rapidly making his way to the front ranks

of the medical profession.

JOHN K. HENRY, M. D., is engaged in the

practice of medicine in Mauch Chunk, and

is a well known and skilled physician of

that place. He is still living in his native

county, for his birth occurred in Weissport, on the

29th of January, 1862. His parents were Charles

and Rosetta (Kliugerman) Henry. The father was
a native of Germany, and in that country ac-

quired a most excellent education, being gradu-

ated from the University of Berlin. At length he
determined to seek a home beyond the Atlantic,

and crossed the wide ocean to the New World.
He landed at New York City, whence he made his

way to Weissport, Carbon County. When the late

war broke out, he entered the Union service, and
was killed at the battle of Gettysburg in 1864.
His widow still survives him, and is now living
with her sister, Mrs. B. Nuss, a resident of Read-
ing, Pa.

The Doctor is the fourth in order of birth in

the family of five children. In his parents' home
the days of his boyhood and youth were passed,
and in the public schools of Barnesville, Schuyl-
kill County, Pa., the greater part of his education

was acquired. Afterward, however, he spent sev-

eral terms in the Normal School of Kutztown, Pa.

Subsequently he engaged in teaching for one term

in Schuylkill County, but abandoned that profes-

sion for other pursuits. He was made Assistant

Postmaster of Barnesville, which position he filled

for several years. Attracted by the science of

medicine and wishing to make its practice his life

work, he next turned his attention to study in

that direction.

Dr. Henry became a medical student in the office

of Dr. L. W. Moyer, of Barnesville, under whose

direction he continued his reading for two years.

When that period was ended he entered the Medico-

Chirurgical College of Philadelphia, from which

institution he was graduated in May, 1890. Im-

mediately afterward he came to Mauch Chunk,,

opened an office, and has been engaged in general

practice up to the present time.

The Doctor is a member of the Carbon County

Medical Society, and is serving as a member of the

Board of Health from the Second Ward. He keeps

abreast with the times, reads and studies exten-

sively in the line of his profession, and possesses a

reputation for skill and ability which might well

be envied bjr many an older practitioner. He now
has a good business, which from the beginning has

constantly increased, and which yields to him a

good i ncome. Socially he belongs to Mauch Chunk
Lodge No. 76, I. O. O. F.

£#=

FRANK A. DREISBACH, who is now serv-

ing as agent for the United States Express

Company at Mauch Chunk, was born in

the city which is still his home on the 20th of

December, 1852, and is the fourth son of Solomon
and Mary (Mummey) Dreisbach. The family is of

German origin. The subject of this sketch was

reared and educated in his native city. He spent

the days of his boyhood and youth under the pa-

rental roof and in attendance at the public schools,

where he acquired a thorough English education.

His first work was in his father's shop, where he
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remained for some time, after which he sought

and obtained employment in the Weissport Roller

Mill. Thus he spent his time through several suc-

ceeding years. In 1885 he became a mail agent on

the Lehigh Valley Road, running between Wilkes

Barre, Pa., and Elmira, N. Y. He was faithful to

the duties which fell to his lot, and for four years

was employed in that capacity, but at length de-

termined to turn his attention to some other pur-

suit.

In 1888 Mr. Dreisbach came to Mauch Chunk,

where he has since made his home, and during the

six years which have since come and gone he has

filled the office of agent of the United States Ex-

press Company. He is now serving in that capac-

ity, and the company finds in him a trustworthy

employe. His service is not only efficient, but he

has proved popular with the public, and all who

know the genial, pleasant agent at Mauch Chunk

have for him a high regard. The greater part of

his life has been spent in this locality, and those

who have known him from boyhood are numbered

among his stanchest friends, a fact which indicates

an honorable and upright career. He well deserves

representation in this volume, and with pleasure

we present this record of his life to our readers,

knowing that it will prove of interest to many of

them. He possesses good business ability, and with

probably a long future before him he will doubt-

less continually advance in his work.

•WE

ry HARLES J. KEIM, M. D., a skillful phy-

y j sician and surgeon of Catasauqua, is also

President of the Borough Council, and is

active in all public enterprises. He has been en-

gaged in practice here since 1875, and is therefore

widely known and occupies a high place among
his professional brethren in this vicinity.

Our subject is a native of Northampton County,

and was born in Bethlehem, March 19, 1843, in

the house where his father, Leopold, and grand-

father, Valentine Keim, were also born. This resi-

dence is an old stone structure, one and a-half

stories high, and is located on land purchased

from William Perm. The grandfather of our sub-

13

ject afterward located near Bethlehem, and there

died in his thirty-third year. He was a large land-

owner, and engaged extensively in agriculture.

Leopold Keim, also a tiller of the soil, resided one

mile from Bethlehem, on property which was a part

of the original farm bought from the Penns. This

he sold in 1868, and moved into Allentown, where

he resided until 1882. Afterward he made his

home with our subject until his decease, in 1890,

when in his seventy-eighth year. He was a mem-

ber of the Evangelical Church, and enjoyed the

esteem and confidence of all who knew him.

The mother of our subject, Mrs. Mary (Stahr)

Keim, was born in Salisbury Township, Lehigh

County, and died at the age of sixty years. Her

father, Conrad Stahr, also a. native of this county,

and of German descent, was a soldier in the War

of 1812, and during the active years of his life

followed contracting and building. The parental

family included four sons and two daughters, of

whom our subject was the third in order of birth,

and is the only survivor. He remained on the

old farm until reaching his thirteenth year, and

then .entered Wyoming Seminary, where he was a

student for several years. Later he continued his

studies in John Lasher's school in Easton. After

completing his education, he began clerking in a

store in Butztown, and from that place went to

Allentown, where he was employed during the

late war.

A call being made for more volunteers, in 1862

our subject offered his services to preserve the

Union, and he was mustered in as a member of

Bethlehem Company F, Fifth Pennsylvania Home

Guards. After being mustered out, he entered the

mercantile business for himself in Allentown, his

store being located at the corner of Eighth and

Hamilton Streets. He continued at that stand for

eighteen months, when he purchased a half-inter-

est in the clothing store of T. V. Rhoats, the firm

being known for a year afterward as Rhoats &

Keim. Our subject then purchased his partner's

interest in the business, and continued alone for a

twelvemonth, when he sold out.

It had been the desire of Mr. Keim since boy-

hood to follow a professional life, and now, the

opportunity presenting itself, he began reading
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medicine with Dr. M. E. Hornbeck, of Catasauqua,

and in the fall of 1873 entered the medical depart-

ment of the Pennsylvania University, from which

he was graduated March 12, 1875, with the degree

of Doctor of Medicine. He immediately located

in this city, with whose interests he has been asso-

ciated ever since. In 1882 he completed his beau-

tiful residence at No. 742 Front Street, where his

office is also located.

December 15, 1863, Dr. Charles J. Keim and

Miss Eliza C. Seider, who was born in Coopers-

burg, this county, were united in marriage. The

lady is the daughter of Edward Seider, a hotel-

man of Allentown. To our subject and his wife

there have been born two children: Edward L.,

who died when three and one-half years old; and

Harry J. S., a graduate of the Medico-Chirurgical

College of Philadelphia, and now associated with

his father in his professional business.

The Doctor, although a very busy man, has

found time to aid in all measures which would

benefit his community. In 1878 he was put on

the School Board, holding the position of Director

for three years. In 1888 he was elected President

of the City Council, and so acceptably did he dis-

charge the duties of the position that he was re-

elected in 1891, and is the present incumbent of

the office. During his administration the city

has been lighted by electricity, which improve-

ment was followed by the introduction of electric

street cars. The Doctor is a Democrat in politics.

In religious affairs he is a devoted member of

Trinity Lutheran Church. Socially he is a mem-
ber of the Lehigh County Medical Society, of

which he was President for one year. He is also

connected with the Lehigh Valley Medical So-

ciety, in which body he has held the office of

Vice-President, and is prominent in the State and
American Medical Societies.

<r
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MM ON B. BRYAN is the well known

J~\ and popular agent for the Pennsylvania,
Poughkeepsie & Boston Railroad Com-

pany, now leased by the Lehigh Valley Railroad
Company, at Danielsville, where he has been lo-

cated since January 1, 1890, when the station was

first opened. He was born in Carbon County in

1863, and is the son of Joseph and Elizabeth

(Kessler) Bryan, the father a native of Berks

County, and the mother of Carbon County.

Joseph Bryan followed the occupation of a

school teacher during the greater part of his life,

although he was engaged to some extent in agri-

cultural pursuits. He is now deceased, having de-

parted this life in December, 1883. Ammon B.

has one brother and one sister who are living,

namely: Myron O., and Annie M., who is the wife

of Francis A. Seip, and resides in Weissport.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man's

estate in his native county, and like other lads of

that day, attended the public schools. When
reaching his seventeenth year he began learning

the art of telegraphy at Penn Haven Junction,

Carbon County, where he remained for a twelve-

month, when he was given the position as operator

and station agent in New Jersey. For several

years following he held similar positions at differ-

ent stations along the line of the Central Railroad

of New Jersey, and for three years was assistant

agent and operator for the Central Railroad of

New Jersey, located at Walnutport, this state.

In 1890 Mr. Brj'an assumed charge of the sta-

tion at Danielsville, and by the able manner in

which he lias discharged the duties devolving upon

him, has given entire satisfaction to the company.

The United States Express Company also chose

him to represent their interests in Danielsville,

their office being located at the depot. He is, be-

sides, engaged as a dealer in anthracite coal in that

place, his business being almost entirely with the

slate quarries, which he supplies with that neces-

sary article; and he is the owner of a thirty-acre

tract of land, which is devoted to general farming,

and which is under excellent cultivation.

August 24, 1892, Miss Laura A. Nagle became

the wife of Ammon B. Bryan, and to them has

been born a son, Willie Cleveland. In politics

Mr. Bryan is a strong Democrat, and socially he

belongs to the Knights of Malta at Slatington, and

the Junior Order United American Mechanics at

Danielsville. In religious affairs he is connected

with the Reformed Church. He enjoys the friend-
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ship of the best people of the community, by whom
he is especially respected for having so nobly

fought the battle of life, gaining for himself a good

position without other assistance than his ability

and willingness to work and his excellent judg-

ment.

WILLIAM GRIFFITH, senior member of

the firm of William Griffith & Son,

prominent slate operators, makes his

home at the present time at Walnutport, having

his quarry about one mile distant. He was born

across the water in Ilamllichid, Wales, March 19,

1833, and is the son of Griffith and Jane Griffith,

also natives of that place.

William Griffith, of this sketch, remained in the

British Isle until attaining his eighteenth year,

when, deciding to try his fortunes in the New
World, he embarked on a vessel at Liverpool in

1851, which landed him in this country after a

voyage of twenty-eight days. Arriving first in

Boston, Mass., he came directly to this county, and

for many years worked in the slate quarries near

Danielsville. For the past fifteen years, however,

he has been engaged in business for himself, hav-

ing had during that time several different partners.

In 1889 Mr. Griffith began operating the Hein-

bach Quarry, with which he is still connected, hav-

ing interested with him in business his son, I. W.
He has been very successful in this branch of in-

dustry, making a specialty of school and roofing

slate, furnishing employment to twelve men in the

various departments, and giving his personal su-

pervision to the work.

Our subject received but a limited education in

his youth, and is therefore mainly self made, both

as regarding book lore and finances. His mother
died when he was a lad of six years, and five years

thereafter his father passed away, thus leaving him
to fight the battle of life alone. At an early age
he began quarrying slate in his native country, so

that, when coming to the United States, he found

it not difficult to obtain a good position among
the numerous quarries in this region.

The lady to whom Mr. Griffith was married in

1857 bore the name of Annie Williams. She, too,

was born in Wales, and was the daughter of Robert

Williams, whose birth occurred in that country,

Their union resulted in the birth of a large family

of children, seven of whom are living, namely:

Catherine, the wife of Richard Gardner; Edwal
W., Elizabeth; Ellen, the wife of Robert R. Jones;

Samuel S., Martha and Charles. The wife and

mother departed this life May 24, 1890, greatly

mourned by a host of friends and acquaintances.

In politics Mr. Griffith is a stanch adherent of

Republican principles, which party he believes to

be in the right. He is a Mason of high standing,

belonging to the lodge in Slatington. Besides his

interest in the slate quarry, our subject is the

owner of a valuable farm in this county, which

comprises one hundred and fourteen well tilled

acres. A man of strict integrity and generosity

of opinion, he naturally wins friends easily, and is

respected throughout the entire community.

•T EVI H. LAWALL, M. D., one of the oldest

I C) physicians in Bethlehem, has been very

successful in his practice, and nearly all

his lifetime he has been a resident of this locality.

He was born near Farmersville, Bethlehem Town-

ship, Northampton County, February 27, 1831.

His paternal great-grandfather was a native of

France, and his grandfather, William H. Lawall,

was born in Bethlehem Township, owning the farm

on which is now located the village of Farmers-

ville, and there he carried on a hotel for many

years, or until shortly before his death.

William H. Lawall, our subject's father, was an

agriculturist and the owner of a large farm near

Farmersville, where his death occurred in 1833.

His wife, whose maiden name was Christiana Dieter,

was born in Germany, and when five years of age

came to America with her parents, who became resi-
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dents of Bethlehem Township. Her father was a

school teacher and a membtr of the Reformed

Church. Mrs. Lawall died in Moore Township,

and the Doctor is the only child of her marriage.

Until eight years old, Dr. Lawall remained at

home with his parents, but from that early age he

was obliged to "paddle his own canoe," his home

for six years being with a Mr. Miller in Upper

Nazareth. His school advantages were of a rather

meager description, but he made the best of his

limited opportunities, being of that kind of met-

tle which is bound to succeed. At the age of

fourteen he went to Easton, where he entered the

Vanderveer School, in which he remained for two

years, and also engaged in teaching before en-

tering the Model School. At the end of two
years' study in that institution he commenced to

read medical works under Dr. Alfred Martin's in-

struction, and in 1862 entered the University of

Pennsylvania. Two years later he graduated from

the medical department with the degree of Doctor

of Medicine. On first beginning his practice Dr.

Lawall located at Hagersville, Bucks County, where

he remained until 1866, thence removing to Naza-

reth, where he practiced until 1871. That year found

him located in Bethlehem, and this has been his

field of work up to the present time. He built a

residence and office on Main and Goepp Streets

and is numbered among the reliable old physicians

of Bethlehem. He is surely justly called a self-

made man, for from very early boyhood he has

had to make his own way unassisted, and the suc-

cess he has achieved is the more commendable.
Active in local enterprises, the Doctor is a stock-

holder in the Bethlehem Electric Light Company,
being one of the first to organize this concern,

which now furnishes the light to the three Bethle-

hems. In order to keep in touch with the times

he joined the Northampton County Medical So-
ciety, the State Medical, the Lehigh Valley Medi-
cal and the National Medical Associations. Prom-
inent among the Democratic workers, the Doctor
served on the county committee, and for eigh-
teen years past has been a member of the School
Board.

Dr. Lawall was married in Bethlehem in 1857 to
Miss Henrietta Dech, who died in Nazareth. Three

of their children lived to maturity. Allen H. at-

tended the College of Pharmacy in Philadelphia,

and died when only twenty-three years of age;

Charles A. is an employe of the Bethlehem Iron

Company; and Otellia is the wife of Dr. Stem, of

South Bethlehem. For his second wife our subject

wedded Miss Fannie Fenstermacher, who was born

in Dansville, Livingston County, N. Y., and is the

daughter of Joseph Fenstermacher, a retired busi-

ness man of this city. The Doctor and his wife

are members of the Moravian Church, and have

the esteem of a large circle of friends and ac-

quaintances.

z0#ei

CTX LFRED D. BORGER is a prominent busi-

ly ^ ness man, who began life with only the

natural ability with which he was endowed,

and the results of energy and perseverance are

nowhere better illustrated than in his career. He
is the senior member of the firm of A. D. Borger

& Co., dealers in dry goods, groceries, notions,

hardware, boots and shoes, and indeed everything

which is usually found in a first-class country

store. Their establishment, which is located in

Stemton, does an annual business of about $15,000,

and carries a stock of $5,000.

Our subject, who is a native of Allen Township,

Northampton County, was born November 7, 1855,

to William and Theresa Borger, also natives of

that section. The family is classed among the

oldest residents of the township, William Borger,

the father of Alfred D., being an old landmark

here. Grandfather Borger was born in Monroe
County in 1819, whence he later emigrated to this

county.

Alfred D. Borger was reared to man's estate in

his native county, and attended school for a time

in Weaversville Academy. When ready to em-

bark in business for, himself, he became a lumber

merchant, following this occupation for a number
of years, and for two years served as Deputy

County Treasurer under William Stem. In 1888,
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in company with L. A. Stem, he engaged in the

mercantile business under the style of A. D. Borger

& Co., and they have built up an excellent trade

by their energy and enterprise.

In 1873 Mr. Borger was married to Miss Celesta

A., daughter of William Stem, who in former years

was Treasurer of Northampton County, and is a

prominent resident of this city. Two children

were born to them, Stewart W. and Carrie A., the

latter of whom is deceased.

In politics Mr. Borger never fails to cast his'

vote and influence in favor of the Republican

party. Socially he is a Mason of high standing,

belonging to Dallas Lodge No. 396, at Easton. His

career up to the present time has been a most suc-

cessful one, and his prospects for the future are

indeed bright and promising.

-i !>-^<^^-s-

r A FAYETTE LENTZ, one of the progress-

I O ive and public-spirited citizens of Mauch

Chunk, who is now an extensive coal op-

erator and the proprietor of the American House,

was born in Northampton County, Pa., on the 29th

of February, 1828. He is a son of John Lentz,

who was also a native of Pennsylvania, and was

one of the active business men of his day, thor-

oughly alive to all enterprises calculated to

prove of benefit to the community in which he

lived. He was a prominent citizen, and held sev-

eral important offices. He was serving as Sheriff

of Northampton County when Carbon County
was set off from it. In politics he was a pro-

nounced Democrat, but had a high regard for the

opinions of others, believing in the sincerity of

those whose views differed from his own.

LaFayette Lentz spent his boyhood days in a part

of Northampton which has since become Carbon

County, to which place his parents removed dur-

ing his early youth. His school privileges were

those afforded in the country districts; but his edu-

cational advantages were limited, as at the early

age of twelve years he was thrown upon his own

resources and forced to make his own way in life

unaided. He was industrious and frugal, saved

his earnings, and as the result of his keen foresight

and good judgment, met with good success in the

various undertakings which he followed until he

attained his majority. At the age of twenty-one

he accepted a position as clerk in a general store

in Parryville, and continued to serve in that ca-

pacity for a period of eight years. The practical

business experience which he there gained has

proved of much value to him in the years which

have followed.

On leaving Parryville Mr. Lentz went to Cata-

sauqua, where he remained for a short time. He
sought and obtained employment in grading the

road bed of the Lehigh Valley Railroad, and soon

became a contractor. He was among the first to

agitate the question and make estimates as to the

cost and the time it would take to drive through

Vosburg tunnel. He also became one of the princi-

pal contractors of the Morris & Essex Railroad, New
Jersey, and took large contracts on the Catasauqua

& Fogelsville Railroad, and also on the North

Pennsylvania, the Easton and Amboy Railroads.

In all these undertakings he met with success, and

continued in that line of business for thirty years,

his career being a prosperous one.

In 1868 M. Lentz became connected with coal

interests near Mahanoy City, Schuylkill County,

under the firm name of Lentz, Bowman & Co.

For some years they were successfully engaged in

coal mining, when about 1880 a change in the

partnership occurred and the firm became Lentz,

Lilly & Co. Mr. Lentz is also a member of the

extensive coal mining firm of L. A. Riley & Co.,

operating at Centralia, Columbia County. He is

a Director of the Second Naiional Bank of Mauch

Chunk, gives some attention to real-estate dealing,

owns two good farms in a high state of cultiva-

tion, and is the proprietor of the American House,

the leading hotel of Mauch Chunk.

In 1847 Mr. Lentz married Miss Mary, daugh-

ter of John Swartz, both natives of Northampton

County. They are the parents of two sons: Will-

iam 0., a coal operator; and Horace D., a graduate

of Harvard University, and at present a law stu-

dent under Laird H. Barber, one of the .promi-
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nent attorneys of Mauch Chunk. Mr. Lentz is a

stalwart supporter of the Democratic part}', but

has neither time nor inclination for public office.

He is a prominent Mason, and holds membership

with Carbon Lodge No. 242, F. & A. M., Lilly

Chapter No. 181, R. A. M., and Packer Command-
ery, K. T. He may truly be called a self-made

man, for he started out in life empty-handed, and

has steadily worked his way upward from a humble

position to one of affluence. Through the legiti-

mate channels of business he has achieved a suc-

cess which is certainly well merited. He is now
one of the wealthiest and most prominent citizens

of Mauch Chunk, and well deserves representation

in the history of Carbon County.

<£*

PETER N. REMMEL fills the responsible

position of Justice of the Peace of North-

ampton, and there are few men in this

county more worthy of honorable mention. He
is likewise the agent representing several reliable

insurance companies, and in this business is meet-

ing with an unusual degree of success. He is the

owner of considerable real estate in the village,

which he handles in a profitable manner, and also

transacts business in this line for other parties.

He is a native of Monroe County, this state, and
was born March 21, 1847, to Peter and Fanny
(Houser) Remmel, also natives of the above coun-
ty, to which place the grandfather emigrated from
Northampton County. Peter Remmel, Sr., during
the active years of his life followed farm pursuits,

but when his son, the subject of this record, was a
lad of twelve years, suffered a great misfortune, los-

ing his eyesight. Thus being thrown upon his

own resources, and having a fair knowledge of
agriculture, Peter N. worked out on farms until
reaching his nineteenth year. Then securing a
school, he taught in Monroe County a number of
terms, and also followed that occupation after
coming to this county, teaching for two terms in

Slatington and for twelve years in Northampton.

He is mainly self-educated, having been permitted

to attend school but a short time.

Mr. Remmel has -always taken an active part in

local affairs, and in 1883 was appointed Justice of

the Peace by the Governor to fill an unexpired

term, elected in 1884, and on the expiration of

that term was again called upon to fill the office of

which he has been the incumbent continuously

since 1883. He represents the American Fire In-

surance Company of Philadelphia, the Northern of

London, England, the Mutual Fire Insurance of

Lehigh County, and the Home Mutual, also of that

county. He is a thorough business man, and since

embarking in the insurance line has reaped good

results, both for himself and the companies for

which he works.

January 1, 1871, Peter N. Remmel was married

to Miss Hannah, daughter of Jacob and Christiana

(Frankenfield) Marsh, the former of whom is de-

ceased, and the mother is living in Northampton.

A son has been born to them, Howard A., now de-

ceased. They are performing the part of parents

to an adopted son, who bears the name of Charles

G. Haupt.

In political matters Mr. Remmel is a strong

Democrat. He has been Elder in the Lutheran

Church for some time, and aids very materially in

the support of the congregation in this place. So-

cially he is a member of the Knights of Malta, be-

longing to Harmony Commandery, Lodge No. 144,

of which he is the present Commander. His in-

terest in school affairs has led his fellow-townsmen

ta place him on the board, in which position he is

now serving in Allen Township as Secretary.

<?T* LFRED J. ANDREWS, ex-Postmaster of

J ^ Walnutport, is at present conducting a

paying business as a general merchant,

keeping a large stock of dry goods, groceries,

boots and shoes, crockery, etc. He is courteous in

his treatment of customers, and as a consequence

does the largest business in his line in the city.
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His stock is valued at $6,000, and from his sales-

each year the gross receipts are about $15,000. He

became established in business in this place in

1882, in partnership with W. F. Andrews, the firm

style being then W. & A. Andrews. After a busi-

ness career of about eight years together, the part-

nership was dissolved, after which our subject

took in as partner R. J. Kichline, operating under

the firm name of Andrews & Kichline. One year

later Mr. Andrews purchased the interest of that

gentleman, and has since carried on affairs in a

satisfactory manner alone. He is also interested

in the hardware business of Andrews & Co.

The subject of this sketch was born in Lehigh

County, September 4, 1854, and is the son of Elias

and Mary (Kuntz) Andrews, also natives of this

state. Grandfather Daniel Andrews came from

western Pennsylvania in a very early day, and

made location in this county near Walnutport.

Alfred J. was reared on his father's farm, the lat-

ter following the combined occupations of farmer,

carpenter, blacksmith and distiller. He also at

one time was the proprietor of a sawmill. Our

subject acquired a fair knowledge of these differ-

ent lines of business, in the meantime attending

the public school, where he acquired a good educa-

tion. In 1878 he took a trip to Nebraska in order

to become better acquainted with the country, but-

returned the following year, and began clerking,

and has practically been in business for himself

since that time.

Alfred J. Andrews was united in marriage, in

1882, with Miss Mary Ritter, a native of Lehigh

County, and the daughter of Adam Ritter, an agri-

culturist of Washington Township, that county.

To Mr. and Mrs. Andrews there were born two

children, Maben and Mildred, the latter of whom
is deceased.

Mr. Andrews is well-to-do in this world's goods,

and has the satisfaction of knowing that his fort-

une has been the result of his own energies and

ambition. He is a member of both the Junior

and Senior Orders United American Mechanics,

in the workings of which he takes an active part.

He has served as Poll Assessor of his township,

and is in favor of every measure tending to ele-

vate society and promote the growth of the com-

munity. In him the. Frieden Reformed Church

finds a valued and active member. During the

administration of Harrison, Mr. Andrews was ap-

pointed Postmaster of "Walnutport, discharging

the duties of the responsible office in a manner

creditable to himself and satisfactory to all con-

cerned.

=0#<^

r~y EORGE ANEWALT, who is engaged in

V^ T the wholesale liquor business and also runs

a retail flour and feed store, has been

longer engaged in the latter business than any

other man in Bethlehem, has been successful in his

business enterprises, and is now independently

well-to-do. His birth occurred near Kreidersville,

Allen Township, Northampton County, April 9,

1832, and both his father and grandfather, whose

Christian names were Peter, were also born on the

same homestead, and followed agricultural pur-

suits. The paternal great-grandfather, Valentine

Anewalt, was a native of Germany, who came with

the wave of immigration which settled on farms in

this county, and his location was made in Allen

Township, on the farm that was handed down to

four generations. They were all members of the

Lutheran Church and honest, thrifty agricultur-

ists.

Peter Anewalt, father of George Anewalt, was a

prosperous farmer, and owned two hundred and

thirty-two acres at the time of his death, which oc-

curred in 1841, when he was in the. prime of life,

being only forty-three years of age. He was an

old-line Whig and a member of the Lutheran de-

nomination. His wife, Elizabeth, who was also

born in Allen Township, was a daughter of Rev.

Mr. Bleim, a minister in the Mennonite Church,

whose death occurred while he was in the pulpit..

Mrs. Anewalt died in her fifty-sixth year, leaving

five children, of whom Stephen is a resident of

West Bethlehem ; John and Samuel live in Allen-

town, the latter being engaged in the hat business;

George is next in order of birth; and Lucy, Mrs,
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Scholl, makes her home in Bath. William and

Elizabeth are long since deceased.

The boyhood of George Anewalt was passed on

his father's farm until he was twelve years of age,

his time being passed in working with his father

and in attending the common schools. He was

only twelve years old when he hired out to farm-

ers in Allen Township, and thus he continued for

seven years. For the three years succeeding he

served an apprenticeship as a miller at a point near

Kreidersville, after which he became an employe

in the mill owned by Jacob Lilly, in Bethlehem

Township. At the end of a year he returned to

Allen Township, and for five years had charge of

the mill owned by Mr. Heistand. In 1858, going

to AUent;own, he became a miller on the Little Le-

high.

It was in the spring of 1859 that Mr. Anewalt

became a citizen of Bethlehem, where for a year he

engaged in the hay and grain trade, afterward

starting in the retail flour business on Broad Street,

where he was located until 1866. In 1861, in

partnership with Mr. Lilly, he embarked in the

wholesale liquor business, and five years later en-

tering into partnership with Mr. Herman, the firm

of Anewalt & Herman started in business as deal-

ers in wholesale liquors and rectifiers of spirits,

continuing until 1880, when Mr. Anewalt bought

out the interest of his partner. Two years later

he took his son into the business, the firm becom-

ing Anewalt & Son. In 1890 he purchased his

son's interest, and has since carried on the business

alone. The store is located at No. 37 Broad Street,

and the warehouse is 23x36 feet in dimensions.

He is the pioneer in the wholesale liquor business,

and also in the feed, flour and grain business in

this city. He is the owner of two residences in

West Bethlehem, his home on New Street, and
other property. He erected the block in which his

business is located, which has a frontage of sixty-

four feet, and is ninety-six feet in depth, consisting

of three stories and a basement.

In 1855 Mr. Anewalt was married, in Bath, to

Miss Sarah Dech, who was born near Hecktown,
and her death occurred at the end of a year. For
his second wife he chose Miss Sarah, daughter of
Thomas Stewart, a farmer of Lehigh Township.

Their marriage was celebrated in Cherryville in

1868, and of their union were born eight children.

Willis, the eldest, died in September, 1891; Celestia,

who resides in Baltimore, is the wife of George

Greenwood; Rosa is Mrs. Sherry, of Bethlehem;

Anderson A. is a bookkeeper for Swift <fe Co. in

Chicago; Francis G. is employed in a hotel in the

same city; Stella is the wife of Frank Gadshalk, of

Bethlehem, and the two others died in childhood.

The mother of these children was called from this

life in 1877. Ten years later Mr. Anewalt married

his present wife, Mrs. Elizabeth Riegle, daughter

of Henry Fry, of Saucon Township, Lehigh County.

Mrs. Anewalt was born in Germany, and was

brought by her parents to the Keystone State in

infancy. With her husband she holds membership

with the Grace Lutheran Church. In his political

affiliations Mr. Anewalt is a Republican, and is

greatly interested in public enterprises.

ROBERT E. WILLIAMS. The most power-

ful incentive to a useful and earnest life

is the example of one whom to know is to

honor. Such an example is that of the subject of

this sketch. Through the vicissitudes as well as in

the conquests of life he has ever proven himself to

be true to his convictions, faithful to his country,

and a friend to his fellow-men. He has been re-

warded by the love and confidence of all who know
htm and by the consciousness of a well spent life.

November 2, 1836, Robert E. Williams was born

in North Wales, where he lived until he attained

the age of nineteen years. He received his educa-

tion in his native land, and came to America in

1855, locating in York County, Pa. In February,

1857, however, he came to Catasauqua and became

connected with the Crane Iron Company. During

this time he ran a blast engine, and for a number

of months was engaged in working with engines

of different kinds.

In the crisis of our nation 's history, Mr. Will-

iams was one of the first to respond to the tap of
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the drum, and volunteered in April, 1861, enlist-

ing in Company D of the Ninth Regiment, under

Captain Han d, of Allentown , Pa. He was m ustered

in on the 3d of that month, and was with the

regiment at Martinsburg, Harper's Ferry and Har-

risonburg. Mustered out about the 2d of July,

he re-enlisted in the Forty-sixth Regiment, Penn-

sylvania Volunteer Infantry, in Company C at

Harrisburg, going with his regiment to Win-

chester. He was in all the engagements of his

company until the battle of Cedar Mountain,

where he was wounded, August 9, 1862. Shot

through the body, he lay on the battlefield with-

out medical attendance for forty-eight hours, after

which he was removed to Culpeper Court House.

There he remained, for a similar length of time

receiving treatment. After this he was taken to

the hospital at Alexandria, Va., where he lay for

three months, or until able to be out.

Mr. Williams was mustered out of service in

November, 1862, on account of physical disability

caused by a gunshot wound, and continued in

poor health for about ten years after leaving the

hospital. In the beginning of the year 1864 he

became weigh-master on the Catasauqua & Fogels-

ville Railroad. He served in this capacity for

about nine months, when he was transferred to the

general office in Catasauqua. Here he held the

position of Chief Clerk, and soon afterward was

made General Freight Agent and Cashier of the

road. The road was extended several times, and

he remained General Freight Agent until the Crane

Iron Company sold out to the Philadelphia &
Reading Railroad Company in 1890, when the

office at this place was discontinued. He was con-

nected with the Catasauqua & Fogelsville Railroad

for nearly thirty years, 1864-1891, and is still a

stockholder in that company. In 1891 lie became

head bookkeeper for the firm of Davies & Thomas,

who own a foundry and machine shop. He is

also a stockholder in the National Bank of this

place.

In the year 1864, in Catasauqua, Miss Maggie

Price became the wife of Robert E. Williams. She

was born in Minersville, Schuylkill County, and

was the daughter of David Price, who was a car-

penter with the Crane Company. He retired from

business, however, and died at the advanced age

of eighty-five years. Mr. and Mrs. Williams have

an adopted daughter whose name is Cora B. She

is a graduate of the high school, and an acceptable

teacher in this place.

Mr. Williams is a member of the First Presby-

terian Church of Catasauqua, and also an Elder.

He is a stanch Republican, and has been Burgess of

the city, having been elected in 1885, '86 and '87.

He is a member of Porter Lodge No. 284, F. & A.

M., of which he is Past Master; Catasauqua Chapter

No. 278, R. A. M.; Allentown Commandery No.

20, K. T.; and Allen Council No. 23, R, & S. M.,

at Allentown. He belongs to the Independent

Order of Odd Fellows, in which he serves as Past

Grand, and is also a member of Fuller Post No.

378, G. A. R., in which he is Past Commander.
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OLIVER E. LEH. The reputation that our

subject enjoys is that of a progressive

and substantial resident of Egypt, where

he is the efficient foreman of the American Cement

Mills. Although quite young in years, he has

made his way to the front rank among the ener-

getic citizens of Lehigh County, and owing to the

attention always paid to every minor detail in his

line of business, he has accumulated a fair share of

this world's goods and is respected and trusted by

his employers.

Mr. Leh is a native of Lehigh County, this

state, and was born June 28, 1858, to Samuel and

Flora (Peter) Leh, natives of North Whitehall

Township, this county. He was reared to man's

estate on his father's farm, and was given a good

education, attending for a -time the normal school

at Kutztown. When only fourteen years of age

he began to earn his own living by working in the

iron ore beds. This occupation he followed for

some time in connection with going to school.

Upon attaining his majority he secured a position

with the Saylor Cement Works, now known as the

Coplay Cement Company, in whose employ he re-
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mained for some time. Later lie worked with the

Lehigh Valley Portland Cement Company, now
known as the Cutasauqua Cement Works, located

near Whitehall, where he was employed for four

years.

In 1885 Mr. Leh began working for the Ameri-

can Cement Company at Egypt, and was with them

only a short time when he was promoted to the re-

sponsible position of foreman, which place he has

since filled. July 4, 1878, he married Miss Rosina,

daughter of Paul Troxwell, of Whitehall Town-
ship, Lehigh County. Their union has been

blessed by the birth of fivechildren, namely: Har-

vey 8., Minnie J., Alfred H., George P. and
Robert J.

Socially Mr. Leh is identified with the Masonic

fraternity at Catasauqua, is a Knight of Pythias in

the lodge of Allentown, and is also a member of

the Improved Order of Red Men at that place.

In religious affairs he is a devoted member of the

German Reformed Church, to the support of

which he is a liberal contributor. As a citizen he

is public spirited and progressive, and has done
much for the upbuilding and development of the

best interests of the community. In political mat-

ters he is a stanch Republican.

HON. JOSIAH J. EALER, formerly a mem-
ber of the Lower House of the Pennsyl-

vania State Legislature, now residing in

Williams Township, Northampton County, is a

native of Forks Township, this county, born Sep-
tember 29, 1834. The family of which he is a rep-

resentative has long been established in Pennsyl-
vania and identified with this county from an
early period of its history. Here were born his

father and mother, Thomas T. and Sophia Ealer.

His primary education was gained in the public
schools of Forks Township, after which he was for

a time a student in Wood's Academy, Easton.

His studies completed, Mr. Ealer entered upon
the profession of a teacher, which he followed for

several years, and he has also for fifteen years

served as Justice of the Peace, In the Democratic

party he is a local leader, and upon that ticket has

been elected to various responsible positions. For

two terms he represented his district in the State

Legislature, where he rendered efficient service in

the interests of his constituents. He also served as

Auditor of Williams Township. His life occupa-

tion has been mainly that of agriculture, and he is

now the owner of seventy acres of well tilled land.

In 1858 Mr. Ealer was united in marriage with

Miss Sarah, daughter of William and Rebecca It-

terry, late of Plainfield Township. There have

been born unto them twelve children. The family

is connected with the Lutheran Church, to the sup-

port of which Mr. Ealer is a generous contributor.

Socially he is a member of Fairview Grange in

Williams Township, of which he has officiated as

Master since its organization several years ago.
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OWEN ROMICH was one of the shrewdest

and most intelligent business men of Cat-

asauqua, as is shown by .the success which

crowned his efforts. He was descended from one

of the oldest and most prominent families in the

county, and was engaged as a general merchant,

his place of business being located on the corner

of Race and Front Streets for many years. He
was a native of North Whitehall, this county, and

was born September 3, 1819, to Peter Romich, who

was also born in the above place.

The grandfather of our subject, who likewise

bore the name of Peter, was a native of Saucon

Township, this county, where his father, Adam
Romich, was a miller. The grandfather, who also

made that industry his life work, came to White-

hall Township when a young man of twenty years,

and erected a mill on Coplay Creek, which he con-

ducted until his decease. It was then operated by

Owen's father and his brother. The former died

June 27, 1867, after having passed his seventy-

second birthday. He was a prominent worker in
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the German Reformed Church, and lived in har-

mony with his profession. His wife, Mrs. Selma

(Wermer) Romich, was born in South Whitehall

Township, and was the daughter of George Wer-

mer, who came from Germany to America when a

lad of fourteen years. He first located in New
Jersey, where he engaged in farming pursuits, and

became well versed in the English language. After

coming to this county he purchased property in

South Whitehall Township, upon which he resided

until his decease, at the age of seventy-five years.

The mother of our subject became the parent of

thirteen children, and departed this life in 1847.

Owen, the subject of this sketch, who is the

eldest of the family, attended school but a short

time, and when ten years of age began work-

ing in his father's mill. He became thoroughly

trained in that business, and four years later was

competent to be intrusted with its management.

The mill is still standing on Coplay Creek, and is

three stories in height, and 30x50 feet in dimen-

sions. When twenty-five years old he rented the

property and carried on the business on his own
account, having a large custom trade. At the

same time he superintended the operations of the

farm, which he also purchased later on, and culti-

vated until 1865. That year he rented his plant

to his son Henry.

In the above year Mr. Romich removed with his

family into the city, and opened a general mer-

chandise store in company with C. B.- Breinig.

This connection lasted for two years, when Mr.

Breinig retired from the business. His interest was

purchased by Mr. Koons, and the style of the

company was changed to Koons & Romich. In

1872, however, Mr. Romich bought out his part-

ner's interest in the concern and afterward carried

on the business alone, and was one of the oldest

merchants in the city. In 1864 he became the

proprietor of the building on the corner of Front

and Race, Streets, which is 20x55 feet in dimen-

sions, with two stories and a basement.

Mr. Romich was married May 19, 1840, to Miss

Polly, daughter of Joseph Kern. She was born

near Egypt Church, in this township, which was

also the birthplace of her father, who was a farmer

by occupation. The children who were born to

them include two sons, Henry K., who is carrying

on the mill, and Frank W., who was in business

with his father, but is now deceased. Mr. Romich,
the subject of this biographical sketch, died Octo-

ber 3, 1894. In religious matters he was an Elder

of the German Reformed Church for many years;

in politics he was a Democrat. He was a popular

man in the community, justly meriting the esteem

in which he was held, and his loss will long be felt.

BC. WALTER, M. D. This prominent phy-

sician and skilled surgeon has been en-

gaged in the practice of his profession at

Dryland, Northampton County, since locating there

in 1860, and is therefore one of the oldest practi-

tioners in his community. He is in the enjoyment

of a good income, and ranks among the well-to-do

citizens of the county.

Our subject was born in this county June 15,

1832, and is the son of William and Mary (Bun-

stein) Walter, also natives of this county, while

his paternal grandfather came from England, and

on his mother's side of the house our subject is of

German descent. The latter is now in her one

hundred and fourth year, and is regarded as one

of the oldest inhabitants of Easton, where she at

present makes her home. William Walter was a

patriot in the War of 1812, and died in 1861. He

was an honest and hard-working farmer, and the

possessor of a good estate, which had been accu-

mulated by industry and economy cm his part.

The subject of this sketch spent his boyhood and

youth on his father's farm, in the meantime at-

tending the common schools. Later he was a stu-

dent in a private school in Easton, and a year

after attaining his majority he began reading medi-

cine under the instruction of Dr. P. F. Arndt, of

Williams Township, this county. He remained

with him for about three years, when he entered

Jefferson Medical College, from which he was

graduated in 1859. The following year he located

in this place, which was then known as Farmers-
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ville, and has since continued to make it his home.

He is therefore widely known throughout this lo-

cality, and his practice extends over a large circuit

of country. Besides giving his attention to his

profession, the Doctor superintends the operation

of his fine farm, consisting of one hundred and

four acres, which bears all the improvements be-

longing to a first-class estate.

Dr. Walter and Miss Camilla, daughter of Jacob

Brunner, were united in marriage. Their union

has been blessed by the birth of eight children,

namely: Robley, a practicing physician of Easton;

Laura, the wife of Howard Knecht, who is living in

this county; Delia, now Mrs. Allen Woodring, who

makes her home in Bethlehem; William, a physi-

cian of the above place; Cora, at home; Mitchell,

engaged in the practice of medicine at South Beth-

lehem; Nettie, at home; and Jacob, a student at

Easton. In politics the Doctor is a Democrat, and

in religious affairs belongs to the Lutheran Church.

<K********»»»*ii5g»»*»****»***X>

REV. W. J. ANDRES. Among the promi-

nent and old residents of the Lehigh Val-

ley is this gentleman, who is now in charge

of the Lutheran Churches at Moorestown, Christ

Church in Moore Township, and Zion Church near

Kreidersville, and also the one at St. Peter's near

Seemsville, in Northampton County. He is one of

the active workers in the Master's vineyard, and
has acted as pastor of the "Moorestown Charge,"

as the churches comprised within this district are

called, since 1877. A native of Lehigh County,
he was born October 3, 1848, to Nathan and
Sarah (Schantz) Andres, who were also natives of

Lehigh County. The Andres family were among
the pioneers of that county, having settled there

probably as early as 1740, and were prominently
identified with the development and settlement of
that locality.

Rev. W. J. Andres was reared on a farm, giving
to his father his services when not attending the
district school. Later in his youth it was his priv-

ilege to attend the Keystone State Normal School

for two courses. Prior to this time he had taught

school for three years successfully. For one year he

was Assistant Principal, and subsequently for two
years was Principal of Weaversville Academy at

Weaversville, Pa. For the three succeeding years,

having concluded to devote his life to the minis-

try, he pursued his higher studies in the Lutheran

Theological Seminary of Philadelphia, from which

celebrated institution of learning he was graduated

in 1877.

Soon after his graduation, Mr. Andres, as previ-

ously stated, took charge of the churches of this

district, which he has served faithfully and well

up to the present time. To his own ambition and
energy of purpose, he owes the fact of his success

in life, as he was obliged to hew out his own path-

way, and earned the money with which to educate

himself. He enjoys a large acquaintance in this

county, and is highly regarded as a truly just,

honorable and upright man. He is public spirited,

and takes great interest in all movements having

for their object the elevation and progress of so-

ciety.

January 5, 1881, Rev. Mr. Andres married Miss

Anna E. Mory, a native of Northampton County.
She is the daughter of John Mory, a well known
and highly respected citizen of Bath, and has been

a valuable helpmate to her husband, assisting him
with her counsels and sweet Christian spirit. For
six years our subject served as School Director on
the Bath School Board, and formerly served as its

Secretary. In politics he gives his allegiance to

the Democratic party, and though not an active

worker in the cause, he is interested in its success.

-. <>?->%mm**wm§m

JAMES 0. BERLTN, M. D., a representative

and leading physician and surgeon of Bath,

Northampton County, has risen by his own
merit and inherent good qualities. He is

numbered among the first practitioners of the Le-

high Valley, and has succeeded in building up a



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 365

fine practice in this locality. Since his earliest

years he has been identified with the progress and

development of the county, for his birth here oc-

curred September 30, 1847. The Berlin family

have long been known in Pennsylvania, and his

grandfather, Isaac V. Berlin, was one of the early

settlers of Northampton County, the village of

Berlinsville having been named in his honor, or

perhaps after his father, it is not positively known

which.

Charles and Mary A. (Brown) Berlin, the par-

ents of our subject, were natives of Northampton

County, and highly esteemed citizens. The father

was a mechanic, and pursued his trade formerly in

Lehigh Township, this county. The Doctor was

reared to man's estate in Lehigh Township, and

received his education in the public schools. His

primary education was supplemented by a course

of instruction at Freeland Seminary at Freeland,

Pa., and later he attended the Palatinate College

at Myerstown for some time. For the four years

following he successfully taught school in Lehigh

Township, at Kuntz's Ford, which has since been

re-named Treichler's. Deciding to devote his life

to the practice of medicine, he next entered Jeffer-

son Medical College in Philadelphia, graduating

therefrom in 1874, after a three-years course.

On commencing his active practice, Dr. Berlin

located at Chapman's Quarry, in this county, and

continued to pursue his profession there until

1886, when, owing to ill health, he retired for a

short time from active life. On recovering his

health he removed to Bath, where he has since been

engaged in practice. He has been successful in

his field at this place, haying succeeded in build-

ing up a large and remunerative practice. He is a

member of the Northampton County Medical Asso-

ciation, of the Lehigh Valley Medical Association,

and also belongs to the State and National Medi-

cal Societies. He continues a wide and general

course of reading, though particularly devoted to

medical studies, and it is his constant aim to keep

thoroughly posted on everything pertaining to the

science of medicine and surgery.

The marriage of Dr. James O. Berlin and Miss

Lillie M. Insley, a native of Northampton County,

was celebrated May 23, 1876. The lady, who is

well educated and cultured, is a daughter of Isaac

B. Insley, of Bath, who was formerly a resident of

East Allen Township. To the Doctor and his esti-

mable wife has been born one son, Charles I. Dr.

Berlin is a member of the Presbyterian Church in

good standing, and always favors any movement

for the uplifting and progress of society. Fra-

ternally he belongs to Monocacy Lodge No. 413,

F. & A. M.

JACOB H. BEHLER, M. D. This gentleman

is a popular young physician and surgeon of

Nesquehoning, where he has made his home

since 1893. He is the son of Charles and

Susanna (Haberman) Behler, and was born in

Schuylkill County, this state, April 6, 1865. His

father was also born in the above county, while

Mrs. Behler was a native of Carbon County.

The subject of this sketch secured his primary

education in the schools of his native county,

after which he attended the Pennsylvania State

Normal at Bloomsburg, and later the school at

Kutztown. He then taught school for a period of

five years in West Penn Township, Schuylkill

County, remaining in the same district the entire

time. During the last year of his occupation as a

pedagogue, he began reading medicine under the

instruction of Dr. I. J. Kistler, now deceased, but

at that time a prominent and skilled physician of

Leibysville.

When ready to attend lectures, our subject en-

tered Jefferson Medical College, where he took the

entire course, and was graduated with the degree

of Doctor of Medicine with the Class of '91. Dr.

Behler at once located for practice in Bowman, Car-

bon County, where he remained but a short time,

however, and then removed to New Ringgold,

forming a partnership with Dr. B. F. Solliday. In

1893 we find him engaged in practice in Nesque-

honing, where he is rapidly building up a lucra-

tive practice, and is regarded in the profession as

one of its bright lights.

Dr. Jacob H. Behler and Miss Mame J. Longacre
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were united in marriage in 1893. The lady was

also bora in Schuylkill County, and is a most esti-

mable and intelligent lady, well suited to be the

companion of her worthy and distinguished hus-

band. Dr. Behler received the nomination on the

Democratic ticket for Coroner of Carbon County.

He is one* of the leading citizens of the place, and

promises to make himself heard, both in the pro-

fessional and political world. He is a devoted

member of the Lutheran Church, and belongs to

the Knights of Pythias, in which order he takes

great interest.
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THOMAS E. KUNTZ, the efficient and pop-

ular station agent at Treichler's for the

Central Railroad Company of New Jersey,

is also the agent there for the United States Ex-
press Company. He was born in Northampton
County May 24, 1863, and is the son of Thomas
and Ellemina (Schadt) Kuntz, natives respectively

of this and Lehigh Counties. The father is now
deceased, and Mrs. Kuntz makes her home at the

old homestead. The former was for many years a
resident of Treichler's, where he was a prominent
coal merchant, and also engaged in the lumber
trade. He departed this life in July, 1890. He
was a man of great usefulness in the community
in which he resided, and was often called upon to

settle estates. In politics he was a Republican,
and was at all times interested in public matters,
and a liberal contributor to worthy causes. He
was a member of St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Le-
high Township, in which he served for many years
as Deacon and Elder. His surviving children are:

Thomas E., of whom we write; Hiram P.; Ellemina,
the wife of A. L. Lentz; Emma L., now the wife
of Dr. Benjamin A. Andrews, of South Bethlehem

;

John and Benjamin.

The subject of this sketch was reared in his na-
tive place, and secured his education in the public
schools of Treichler's, after which he went to Ober-
lin, Ohio, where he took a six-months course in a

school of telegraphy. In 1881 he was appointed

telegraph operator at this place, and six years later

was promoted to be station agent, which position

he is filling satisfactorily at the present time.

November 25, 1886, Thomas E. Kuntz and Miss

Amanda V., daughter of Samuel Kleppinger, of

Cherryville, were united in marriage. To them

have been born four daughters, Esther, Irene, Helen

and Rachel.

Mr. Kuntz is a very liberal and public-spirited

citizen, and comes of an old and prominent family

in this locality. In politics he follows in the foot-

steps of his honored father, and votes with the Re-

publican party. He is a member of St. Paul's Lu-

theran Church, and is held in the highest esteem

by all who know him. He is connected with

the Junior Order United American Mechanics at

Cherryville, and is especially interested in educa-

tional matters in this vicinity. His career up to

the present time has been a most successful and

deserving one, and his prospects for the future are

indeed bright and promising.
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BENJAMIN I. BERLIN is one of the most

highly esteemed residents of Pennsville,

Northampton County, which he has served

as Auditor. He was born in this county Novem-
ber 29, 1849, and is the son of William and Esther

(Kuntz) Berlin, also natives of this county and
residents of Berlinsville, which place was named in

their honor.

William Berlin was a blacksmith by trade, as

was also his father before him. Benjamin I. was

reared under the parental roof, and attended the

common schools until a lad of seventeen years,

when he was taught his father's trade, and worked
as a smith for two years in his native place. He
then left home and began as a journeyman black-

smith, continuing to travel around until 1870,

when he established a shop of his own in Penns-

ville, which he has conducted ever since.

The marriage of Benjamin I. Berlin with Miss

Camillia, daughter of James Keck, took place at
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Pennsville in 1870. Mrs. Berlin departed this life

in 1882, leaving two children, Harvey E. and

Bertha M. Our subject chose as his second com-

panion Sarah A. Hummel, the ceremony being per-

formed in 1883. They have become the parents

of a son, Arthur R.

Mr. Berlin has been a prosperous man. and is

one much liked throughout his community for

his sterling worth and integrity. He has been

School Director of Lehigh Township, and in 1886

was elected Auditor of Northampton County, en-

tering upon the duties of his office in 1887. He

was subsequently elected for a period of two terms,

and has thus been the incumbent of that position

for six years. He is a Democrat in politics, and

works faithfully for the success of his party. In

religious matters he worships with the United

Brethren Church, with which he has. been con-

nected for many years. Socially he is a prominent

worker in the Order United American Mechanics,

at Slatington.

Mr. Berlin has been very successful in raising

poultry, having erected on his place, for their ac-

commodation, a shed 90x16 feet, to which he has

lately made an addition 90x50 feet in dimensions.

The sheds are divided off into sections, and will

accommodate three hundred chickens. He is mak-

ing this feature of his business a practical success,

and is one of the largest poultry raisers in the

county.
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REUBEN F. HOFFORD is President of the

First National Bank of Lehighton, and is

a leading and prominent citizen of this

place. The business men are the life of the city,

and it is to such progressive and public-spirited

men as our subject that the prosperity and prog-

ress of Lehighton are due. We take pleasure in

presenting this record of his life to our readers,

knowing that it will be received with interest by

his many friends.

Mr. Hofford is a native of Bucks County, Pa.,

born January 15, 1825, and is a son of Daniel

and Susan (Maugel) Hofford. The father was also

a native of Bucks County, and was a cabinetmaker

by trade, following that business for a number of

years. The paternal grandfather of our subject,

Joseph Hofford, was a native of Austria, and be-

came the founder of the family in America, whither

he emigrated when a young man. Reuben F. Hof-

ford was the fourth in order of birth in the family

of ten children, six sons and four daughters, eight

of whom are yet living. He attended the public

schools of his native county until sixteen years of

age, when he laid aside his text-books and began

to earn his own living. In Lehigh County he

learned the trade of a blacksmith under the in-

struction of his uncle, Joseph Hofford, serving a

two-years apprenticeship. He was then employed

for three years, after which he went to Allentown

and secured a position with Peter Heller, a black-

smith of that place. Later he attended school at

the Allentown Academy, where he was engaged

two years. He afterward went to his home in

Bucks County, and attended the Friends' school at

Quakertown, to which place his father had in the

meantime removed. He pursued his studies for

one year, and then began teaching school, being

employed for one term in Milford Square. In the

summer he attended Allentown Academy, and in

the autumn went to Northampton County. The

following spring he returned to Allentown, and af-

terward became a student in Strasburg Academy, in

Strasburg, Lancaster County, there pursuing his

studies during the summer session. We then

again find him in Northampton County, serving as

a teacher in the schools of Hellertown. For three

successive summer terms he attended Strasburg

Academy, and then again returned to his first

school in Milford Square, Bucks County.

Mr. Hofford was long engaged in educational

work, and was a most excellent instructor, his

ability winning for him excellent positions. He

taught school for a time in Lancaster County, and

again went to Strasburg, after which he was called

to the schools of Annville, Lebanon County, where

he served as an assistant to Professor Burnsides

for a period of two years. He was next employed

for three successive terms in Palmyra, after which

he became a teacher in Arcadian Institute in Or-

wigsburg, Schuylkill County, where he remained
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for four years. During, that time he was united in

marriage with Miss Carrie Decker, of Lebanon

County, the wedding being celebrated in 1854.

After his marriage he removed to Weissport, and

became Principal of the high school, in which po-

sition he acceptably served from 1857 until 1862,

and the schools were greatly benefited thereby.

The latter year witnessed his arrival in Lehighton,

where he was employed as a teacher for some time.

Later he was elected County Superintendent of

Schools for a term of three years, and proved a

most efficient and faithful officer. He also estab-

lished the high school in Lehighton, and emploj'ed

Aaron Christine, who assisted him for two years

and succeeded him in the school. Our subject was

elected County Superintendent for six successive

terms, filling the office for eighteen years, an honor

which has been conferred upon but few other

incumbents of that office. His record in connection

with the educational interests is one of which he

may well be proud, his ability winning him a place

among the leading instructors of the state.

During the succeeding five years Mr. Hofford

was engaged as sale and collecting agent with

Joseph Obert. He was then elected President of

the First National Bank, of which he was one of

the organizers, and that position he has continu-

ously filled. He is also President of the Lehigh

Stove and Manufacturing Company, and Vice-

President of the Lehighton Water Company, in

the organization of which he bore a prominent

part. In connection with William B. Romig he es-

tablished the Lehighton Wagon Manufactory, with

which he was connected until 1891, when he sold

his interest in the same.

Mr. and Mrs. Hofford are the parents of three

children: Edward F.,who is Superintendent of the

gas works of Galion, Ohio; Laura V., at home; and
Sadie, who is now attending school. The family is

one of prominence in Carbon County, and its rep-

resentatives occupy a leading position in social

circles. They have a pleasant home in Lehighton,
and their hospitality reigns supreme.

Mr. Hofford is strongly in sympathy with the

Prohibition party, but has neither time nor incli-

nation to seek public office. In his business deal-

ing he has met with signal success, and through

the legitimate channels of trade has acquired a

handsome competence. He carries forward to a

successful completion whatever he undertakes, un-

daunted by the obstacles and "difficulties which

may arise, and his fortune is therefore the just re-

ward of his labors.

TILGHMAN M. LICHTENWALNER, the

popular station agent for the Central Rail-

road of New Jersey, located in Northamp-

ton, and likewise agent for the United States Ex-

press Company at that place, is possessed of those

qualities well calculated to win the respect and es-

teem of all whom he encounters, either in a busi-

ness or social way. He was born in Hanover Town-

ship, Lehigh County, August 23, 1844, and is the

son of Joseph and Anna C. Lichtenwalner, the for-

mer born in Northampton, and the latter in Le-

high County. JosephLichtenwalner was for many
years a prominent agriculturist of Hanover Town-
ship, where he was living at the time of his decease,

in 1882. He was originally a Whig in politics, but

on the formation of the Republican party imme-

diately joined its ranks. The following-named

brothers and sisters of Tilghman M. survive: Be-

linda, who is the wife of Charles Fatzinger, and

makes her home in Hanover Township; Reuben, a

minister of the Evangelical Church, located at

Shenandoah, this state; and James, a resident of

Northampton County.

The subject of this sketch received a thorough

training in farm pursuits, passing his boyhood

days in the country, where he pursued his studies

in the district school. Later he attended one term

at Freeland Semi nary, after which he taught school

for two terms. In 1871 he was appointed station

agent at Stemton, now Northampton, for the Cen-

tral Railroad of New Jersey, and so creditably has

he discharged the duties required of him in that

position that he has been the incumbent ever

since.

In 1864 Mr. Lichtenwalner was married to Miss

Clarissa Dewalt, the daughter of Joseph Dewalt,
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now deceased, but formerly a farmer of Hanover

Township. There have been born to them six

children, two of whom are deceased. Those living

are Julia, Estelle, Elizabeth and Clara. The de-

ceased members of the family are Harvey and

George.

Mr. Lichtenwalner has always taken an active in-

terest in school affairs, and has consequently been

placed on the School Board, serving as Director in

his district at the present time. He is a member

of the Lutheran Church, in the faith of which he

reared his children. Socially he is an Odd Fellow,

belonging to the lodge at Siegfried, the Knights

of Malta at Northampton, and the Improved Or-

der of Red Men at Bethlehem. In politics he is a

straightforward Republican, and he is very pop-

ular in his party.

--?-+ -*—

ROBERT E. WRIGHT, Je., a prominent citi-

zen and leading lawyer of Allentown, and

President of the Allentown National Bank,

was born in the city which is still his home, Febru-

ary 15, 1847. It was the desire of his parents that

he should become a civil engineer, and at the age

of fifteen, after having passed through the local

public schools and the Allentown Academy, he

entered the office of G. A. Aschbach, where as a stu-

dent and employe he remained until 1864, receiv-

ing a very thorough training in the profession.

He then went to Schuylkill County, where during

the ensuing four years he held a responsible posi-

tion in the service of the Philadelphia & Reading

Railroad Company, under Chief Engineer Charles

E. Byers.

Notwithstanding the fact that he was now actu-

ally launched in the profession of civil engineering

and seemingly provided with a life calling, Mr.

Wright found himself unable to stifle his boyish

ambition of becoming a lawyer, an ambition which

had its origin in part, doubtless, in inherited tastes,

but which had grown with his growth, stimulated

by the inspiring and illustrious example furnished

in the personality of his distinguished father; and

now that he was free to act without running di-

rectly counter to parental views, it culminated in a

14

resolve to qualify himself for the vocation in life

for which he felt he was best adapted by natural

inclination and taste. Procuring the needed text-

books, he devoted himself to the study of law in

the evenings, and at other periods of leisure, and

by the winter of 1868 had so far advanced in its

mastery that he returned to Allentown, boldly

declaring his intentions. He was permitted to en-

ter his father's office, where, under most encour-

aging auspices, he applied himself with diligence

to perfecting his training and to acquire the nec-

essary knowledge of the routine work of the pro-

fession. In the following September he presented

himself before the proper authorities, passed a most

creditable examination, and was duly admitted to

the Bar.

Mr. Wright entered professional life at once as

the business associate of his father, and for nearly

a year had the invaluable aid of his direction and

advice. At the close of that period his father re-

tired from active duties and the whole weight and

responsibility of the extensive practice fell upon

his son and namesake, then but twenty-three years

of age. It was a severe test of capability, but the

young man proved fully equal to the constant and

varied demands made upon him, and surprised his

father by the relish he displayed for legal work

and the assiduity with which he devoted himself

to its intricate and perplexing details. With skill

and ability rare even in much older and experi-

enced members of the legal fraternity, he tried all

pending cases, and with such success as not only

to retain the large clientage left him by his father,

but also to win the confidence and respect of the

community. His brilliant success at the Bar led

to his being retained as attorney for the Lehigh

Valley Railroad Company, the Philadelphia &

Reading Railroad Company, the East Pennsylvania

Railroad Company, the Central Railroad Company

of New Jersey, the Ironton Railroad Company,

and the Perkiomen Railroad Company, which, one

after the other, placed their legal affairs in his

hands. A number of other large corporations did

likewise, including the Thomas Iron Company of

Catasauqua, the Crane Iron Company, and the

Bethlehem Iron Company of Bethlehem, the Allen-

town Rolling Mills Company, and a few others
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scarcely less important, and also several of the

principal banks.

Iu 1886, upon the death of Charles W. Cooper,

President of the Allentown National Bank, Mr.

Wright, who had been the bank's attorney for a

number of years, was chosen his successor. The

choice proved a wise one in every respect. Mr.

Wright came to his duties with a thorough knowl-

edge of the bank's affairs, and he has since con-

ducted them with marked ability and in such a

manner as to measurably increase the institution's

prosperity. The Allentown National Bank ranks

among the principal banks in the state of Pennsyl-

vania, having a capital of $500,000, and a large

surplus. Its deposits already exceed $1,200,000.

Mr. Wright is financially interested in a number

of wealthy corporations in and near the city of his

residence. He is President of the Lehigh Valley

Car Company, and of all the street railway com-

panies of Allentown and neighboring towns. He
was a member of the Board of Water Commission-

ers of Allentown, and had personal charge of the

construction of the recently completed water works

of which he was the chief projector and the lead-

ing spirit in securing popular support and needed

municipal legislation. He is interested warmly

in the cause of education, has served a number of

terms on the School Board, and is seldom too

deeply engrossed by his business affairs to give

earnest attention to his duties as a Trustee of Muh-
lenberg College and of the Allentown Female Sem-

inary. Believing it to be a citizen's duty to bear

his full share of the burden of municipal manage-

ment when called upon, Mr. Wright has consented

to serve several terms in the City Council, in which
he distinguished himself by his scrupulous honesty

and by his liberal and progressive spirit. He is a

Democrat from conviction, and is well known in
'

party councils, in local, state and national affairs.

For some years he has been very conspicuous as a

Democratic leader in Lehigh County, has been

Chairman of the County Committee several times,

and also an influential delegate to nearly every

state convention held during the last decade. In
1888 he was an alternate to the National Demo-
cratic Convention in St. Louis, which nominated
Grover Cleveland for the Presidency, and also

delegate to the National Democratic Convention

of 1892.

Mr. Wright is-extremely popular with the masses

of the people, whose confidence he has won by a

life of energy largely devoted to the development

and upbuilding of local industries, by advancing

general prosperity, and by an unstained record in

the public service. His prominent connection with

so many important corporations in Pennsylvania

has extended his acquaintance to all parts of the

state, securing for Mm, as a thorough and honor-

able business man, general respect and regard.

His name has been mentioned frequently in con-

nection with the Congressional nomination from

his district, and also in connection with that of

Judge. In 1880 he was almost unanimously nom-

inated for the State Senate, but, not desiring office,

he went before the nominating convention and

declined the honor, although the nomination was

equivalent to an election. In the Democratic State

Convention in 1886 his name came prominently

before the delegates in connection with the nom-

ination for Governor of Pennsylvania, and for

both that and the nomination for Lieutenant-Gov-

ernor he received several votes. In 1891 he was

the nominee of the Democratic party for Auditor-

General of Pennsylvania. Mr. Wright has been

for years an active member of the Odd Fellows'

society and has filled all the positions in the order,

including that of Grand Master of the state of

Pennsylvania. Since 1884 he has ably represented

the Grand Lodge of this state in the Sovereign

Grand Lodge of the United States. He is a highly

educated, keen-witted, many-sided man of affairs,

able and reliable in whatever he undertakes, and is

actuated at all times by the most honorable motives.

In an active life for fully a quarter of a century

he has gained a varied and valuable experience,

which, in combination with the vigor of ripe man-

hood, makes him a power in any field of effort.

= ,{"5,,S,«5-'}"5,,5"5-2

WILLIAM G. NAGLE, who occupies the

responsible position of Superintendent

of the Lehigh Valley Car Company,

was appointed as such in 1892. The plant is
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located in Northampton, and makes a specialty of

manufacturing box, gondola, coal, ore and mine

cars. The works were originally built in 1867,

and since that time additions have been constantly

made, until the company are now enabled to turn

out about fifty gondola coal cars, of twenty-five

tons' capacity, per week. Box cars for freight pur-

poses, ore and mine cars are also built by this

company. When running at its full capacity the

plant accommodates about two hundred employes

in its various departments. The Lehigh Valley

Car Company is fitted out with the very best im-

proved machinery. Its President is R. E. Wright,

of Allentown; Treasurer, C. M. W. Keck; and

Superintendent, W. G. Nagle. Their New York

office is in the Central Building, corner of Liberty

and West Streets.

The subject of this record is a native of North-

ampton County, his birth occurring July 1, 1845.

His parents, Charles and Mary Nagle, were like-

wise natives of the above county, and residents- of

Allen Township during their life. William G.

was reared to man's estate on his father's farm,

and prosecuted his primary studies in the District

School. The knowledge gained therein was later

supplemented by attendance at the Allentown

Seminary, after which he taught one term of school.

In 1864 he completed the course of the Eastman

Business College at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., and four

years later accepted the position of bookkeeper for

the Lehigh Car Manufacturing Company, subse-

quently merged into the Lehigh Valley Car Com-

pany.

Mr. Nagle has been connected with the office

part of the work of the car company for over a

quarter of a century, and was promoted to his

present position as Superintendent in 1892. He
is very popular among his fellow-citizens, and is

serving as Postmaster of Northampton, to which

position he was appointed by Cleveland in 1888.

He is Republican in politics, and is greatly inter-

ested in the success of his party. The Reformed

Church finds in him one of its most valued mem-
bers, and he has been Superintendent of Sunday-

schools for twenty years. Socially he is a Mason
of high standing, and during his connection with

Porter Lodge No. 284, was Past Master.

The lady to whom Mr. Nagle was married in

1868 was Miss Amanda Steinmetz, and six children

have been born to them: Annie A., Gertrude,

Edgar C, Irwin A., Howard E. and Miriam L. A
law-abiding citizen, possessed of good social qual-

ities and excellent character, Mr. Nagle is held in

high esteem by the best residents of the county.

:^H^[

(Tpr LVIN F. NEWHART. The following is a

/—\ brief sketch of the career of Mr. Newhart,

station agent in Walnutport for the Central

Railroad Company of New Jersey. In connection

with the duties of this position he finds time to

transact the business of the United States Express

Company. He was born in this place April 7,

1856, and is the son of George and Amanda

(Shafer) Newhart, who are still living and residing

near Walnutport. George Newhart, the father,

was born in Lehigh County, while the mother had

her birth in this county. Alvin F. grew to mature

years in his native place, in the mean time acquir-

ing a good education in the schools of the neigh-

hood. His father in early life had been engaged

in the mercantile business, but of late years gave

his attention to the cultivation of the soil, having

in his possession a valuable estate in Lehigh Town-

ship.

In January, 1873, Mr. Newhart began learning

the art of telegraphy at the depot in this place,

under the instruction of O. M. Geary, and after a

service of six months, was appointed night operator

for the company by whom he is at present engaged.

He remained in that capacity for ten and one-half

months, when he was promoted to be station agent,

which position he has had for over twenty years,

which speaks well for his faithfulness to his em-

ployers.

The marriage of Alvin F. Newhart was cele-

brated on September 26, 1878, at which time Miss

Mary C. Berlin became his wife. The lady was

the daughter of Adam and Hettie Berlin, residents

of Berlinsville, which place had been named in
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honor of the family. To Mr. and Mrs. Newhart

have been born two daughters, Nora N. and Min-

erva M.

The political sympathies of Mr. Newhart are

with the Democratic party. He has done much to

advance the cause of religion throughout the com-

munity, and is a valued member of St. Paul's

Reformed Church. He is the possessor of a sunny,

happy disposition, and is naturally very popular.

His success through life has been the result entirely

of his own exertions, and he deserves and receives

a due measure of praise.

MILTON W. KNAUSS,an enterprising and
successful young business man of Beth-

lehem, operates two meat markets, one
in Bethlehem, and the other in West Bethlehem.

He is a native of Bethlehem Township, having
been born February 22, 1866. His paternal grand-
father, John Knauss, was a native of Emaus, Le-
high County,, later becoming a farmer in Bethle-

hem Township. The Knauss family is of German
descent, one of that name, with his nine sons, hav-
ing settled in Lehigh County at a very early day.
R. F. Knauss, the father of Milton W. Knauss, was
born in the same township as his son, and there
engaged in farming, later, on coming to this city,

entering the butcher's business. For a number of
years he carried on a market at the corner of High
and Broad Streets. In December, 1892, when in

his sixty-second year, he was called from this life.

His wife, An na M., was a daughter of Daniel Fogle,
who followed agricultural pursuits in Hanover
Township, where he still resides, at the age of
eighty-seven years. Mrs. Knauss, who was born
in Hanover Township, Northampton County, is a
member of the Reformed Church, and is still a res-
ident of Bethlehem.

In the family of Ave children, who are living,
M. W. Knauss is next to the eldest. He was
reared to man's estate in Bethlehem, his education
being that of the common schools, From a boy

he worked at the butcher's business, and when

sixteen years of age went to Brooklyn, being cm-

ployed there in a restaurant for four years. After-

ward for six months he worked in a hotel at Jack-

sonville, Fla., thence returning to New York City,

where for a year and a-half he was manager of the

bar and restaurant of the Morton House. Return-

ing to Bethlehem in 1889, he started in business

with his father at the corner of High and Broad

Streets, but sold out at the end of a year and went

to Brooklyn, where he became manager of the

Santa Anna Wine Company. A year later he be-

came a resident of Bethlehem, and for six months

was in business once more with his father, after

which he opened a market of his own, the first

started in West Bethlehem, which he still runs in

connection with his other market. In February,

1893, he purchased the fine location at No. 5 North

Main Street from E. F. Fry. He manufactures his

own sausages, and keeps a large stock of all kinds

of fresh and salted meats on hand. Though he

superintends both stores, his younger brother is in

charge of the market at West Bethlehem.

In the year 1891 Mr. Knauss married Miss Car-

rie Kerschner, who was born near Allen town, Le-

high County, and they have a little daughter,

Stella. The parents are members of Christ Re-

formed Church, in the work of which they take an

active part. Mr. Knauss deposits his ballot in

favor of the nominees of the Democratic party.

JAMES E. KNERR, a well known resident

of Kreidersville, Northampton County, has

been engaged in the harness business since

1872. He manufactures a fine quality of

that necessary article, and keeps in his establish-

ment every description of harness used in the

country. Mr. Knerr is a native of Lehigh County,

having been born in Lowhill Township, June 3'

1846, and is the son of Owen and Susan (Geddes)

Knerr, who were born respectively in Lehigh and

Union Counties. Owen Knerr was a farmer by
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occupation, owning a good estate in Lowhill

Township, Lehigh County, which he carried on

until his decease. The family have been residents

of this section for many years, and are widely and

favorably known.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man-

hood in his native town, spending his early years

in attendance at the district school. His educa-

tion, thus obtained, was of a very meager sort,

but being a great reader he has constantly added

to his fund of knowledge, and is to-day an intel-

ligent and well informed man. When a lad of

nineteen years he began learning the harness-

maker's trade under the instruction of Jeremiah

Klotz, also living in Lowhill Township, with whom

he remained for some time, later going to Newark,

N. J., where he completed his trade, after which he

worked as a journeyman in New York City. After

returning to this state young Knerr was employed

in Bethlehem for two years, and in 1872 started in

business for himself in KreicTersville.

James E. Knerr and Miss Amelia Wannemacher

were united in marriage in 1872. The lady was

born in Lehigh County and was the daughter of

Joseph K. Wannemacher, now deceased, and Maria

Wannemacher, formerly also a resident of the

above county. By this marriage there were four

children, of whom Edgar E., Raymond S. and Liz-

zie F. are now living. Warren J. is deceased.

In politics Mr. Knerr is a stanch adherent of Re-

publican principles, always giving his vote and

influence in their behalf. He is a member of the

Reformed Church, having served as Deacon in the

congregation known as Zion's Stone Church, and

is now Trustee. He is highly regarded by all who
know him for those sterling traits of character

that mark him as eminently worthy of respect.

HSj*

WALTER A. LEVAN, M. D., is one of

the prominent young physicians and

surgeons of SJatingtbn, and has branch

offices at Weissport and Millport, where he also

has many clients. The Doctor was born in Berks

County, Pa., May 13, 1867, and is a son of Daniel

Levan, who was also a native of that county, and

whose death occurred December 24, 1891, at the

age of sixty-eight years. His wife, who was in

her maidenhood Mary Wessner, was also born in

Berks County, and was called from this life in 1891,

aged sixty-five years. The Levan family emigrat-

ed from France, making settlements in Pennsylva-

nia at a very early day, and have been noted for

their industry.

The boyhood of our subject was passed in the

county of his birth, his time being passed in at-

tendance at the public schools. He further pur-

sued his studies in the State Normal School at

Kutztown, Pa., where he was a pupil for three

years. Concluding to devote his life to the med-

ical profession, he then began his studies in this

direction under the supervision of Dr. Hottenstein,

of Kutztown , continuing with him for about a year.

Next enrolling himself as a student in the Jeffer-

son Medical College of Philadelphia, he there con-

tinued until 1890, when he finished the regular

course and graduated. Subsequently in order to

gain experience he practiced in the hospital for a

time.

May 8, 1890, Dr. Levan began his professional

career at Treichler's Station, Northampton Coun-

ty, but was only there for three months, when he

removed to Millport, Carbon County. In that

place he built up a considerable practice, being lo-

cated there for three years. August 7, 1893, de-

siring to have a wider field of work, the Doctor be-

came a resident of Slatington, and has been very

successful, making a specialty of certain diseases,

particularly dropsy, in the treatment of which he

possesses great skill. His patients are scattered

throughout the Lehigh Valley, and he also has

a large office practice.

An active politician, Dr. Levan casts his vote in

favor of the Democracy, and fraternally is a mem-

ber of the Patriotic Order Sons of America, and

of the Junior Order United American Mechanics.

He belongs to the Vigilant Fire Company of Slat-

ington and is active in public improvements. A
member of the Reformed Church, he is a zealous

worker in church and Sunday-school, being Super-

intendent of the latter for a time. Of late our
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subject has given particular attention to surgical

work. He possesses great ability in that direction

and to it may ultimately give his entire time.
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REUBEN E. MILLER, whose home is in

Aquashicola, Carbon County, comes from

an old and prominent family of Lehigh

County, where his ancestors settled while the In-

dians were still numerous and oftentimes trouble-

some to the white inhabitants. Mr. Miller, who
was formerly engaged in running a tannery, has of

late years turned his attention to agricultural pur-

suits. He has also dealt extensively in cattle, buy-

ing and shipping them to the city markets, and

has made a good income from this business.

The birth of our subject occurred in Lehigh

County, this state, October 31, 1842, and his par-

ents, George and Mary (Ettinger) Miller, were na-

tives of the same county. The boyhood of our

subject was passed on his father's farm, and his

primary education was obtained in the district

school. His advantages were not of the best and
he is largely self-educated. At the age of seven-

teen years he began learning the tanner's trade

with Benjamin Semmel, of North Whitehall Town-
ship, Lehigh County, and worked for him as an
apprentice for nearly three years. During the year
in which he attained his majority he went to Le-

highton, where he obtained employment as a jour-

neyman in a tannery, in which position he was
employed for several years. For a short time he
was in the same business for himself in that village,

but on account of numerous disadvantages con-
cluded to remove to another place.

It was in the spring of 1867 that Mr. Miller came
to this city and started a tannery. This he carried

on until the spring of 1874, when the plant was
destroyed by fire. At times his business amounted
to about $200,000 per annum, and in the different

departments of his tannery twelve men were given
employment. Since his plant was destroyed he
has turned his attention to other lines of trade

and has made a success of his dealings in cattle

particularly.

In the spring of 1873 Mr. Miller married Miss

Jennie, daughter of Thomas Kern, and they be-

came the parents of one son, Calvin T., who is now
deceased. Mrs. Miller, who was a member of the

Reformed Church, was called to her final rest in

the spring of 1893.

Politically Mr. Miller is a Republican, and, be-

ing a temperance man, has a strong leaning toward

the Prohibition party. He is a member of the

Evangelical Church, and always supports the lead-

ing work of his denomination. Though he has had

no desire to serve in official capacities, he was at

one time a Director for the Poor House of Lower
Towamensiug Township.

/^y-EOUGE W. HEINY was a highly re-

\^X spected resident of Northampton County,

was identified with the agricultural pur-

suits of Lehigh Township for many years, being

regarded as one of the oldest residents within its

bounds, and was a fine representative of the na-

tive-born citizens of the state who have contrib-

uted materially to its welfare. For some time he

served in the capacity of Commissioner of North-
ampton County, discharging the duties of the po-

sition in a highly creditable manner. He was

born in Plainfield Township, this county, March
17, 1812, and was the son of John C. and Cather-

ine (Ingler) Heiny, also natives of this county,

where John C. Heiny was one of the early school

teachers. The subject of this sketch was reared to

agricultural pursuits, which he followed his entire

life. Although not having the advantages offered

the youth of to-day for gaining an education, he

made the best of his opportunities and was well

informed on all subjects.

Mr. Heiny was married to Miss Henrietta Heiny,

and on her decease he was married to Mrs. Hower,
who bore him a son, George W., Jr., now living in
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Lehigh Township, where he is engaged in farming.

Mr. Heiny, the subject of this biographical sketch,

served acceptably as Commissioner of Northamp-

ton County for four years. He was a Director of

the board which looks after the wants of the poor

in the locality, and for many terms was a Direc-

tor of the School Board. In politics he was a

stanch adherent of Democratic principles.

Mr. Heiny was a true Christian, and was for

many years connected with the Reformed Church,

in which he served as Deacon, Trustee and Elder.

His estate comprised two hundred and thirty acres

of choice land, was cultivated in an admirable

manner, and amply supplied with well ordered

buildings, good machinery and every appliance

for conducting agriculture after the best methods.

By his death, on the 15th of October, 1894, in a

full age, one of the few survivors of an earlier

day and a tower of strength in the community

passed away.

HON. JOSEPH C. RUPP. In presenting

to the readers of this volume an outline

of the life of Hon. Mr. Rupp, we are per-

petuating the record of one of Lehigh County's

most honored citizens, one whose abilities are

widely known and recognized, and whose public

spirit has aided in the progress of his community.

In 1893 and 1894 he represented his district in the

Lower House of the State Legislature, having been

elected to that responsible position in 1892 for a

term of two years. He was again nominated in

1894 for a further term, but lost the election from

the fact that for the first time in the memory of

the oldest inhabitant the county went Republican.

The Rupp family was numbered among the

early settlers of the Lehigh Valley, where they

made settlement in Upper Macungie Township,

near Chapman's Station. Herman Rupp, the great-

grandfather of the subject of the present sketch, is

said to have been a soldier in the Revolutionary

War. Hon. Herman Rupp, our subject's father,

was a farmer by occupation, being thus engaged in

his native county of Lehigh. He was a man of

some prominence in his district, which he repre-

sented in the State Legislature for three terms. He
was also Justice of the Peace for years, and served

as Brigadier-General in the state militia. Few
among the citizens of the county attained greater

prominence than did he, and his death, on August

8, 1877, was widely mourned.

Unto Hon. Herman Rupp and his wife, whose

maiden name was Lucy Haas, and who was also a

native of Lehigh County, there were born eight

children, of whom the following now survive:

Benjamin, a resident of Upper Milford Township,

Lehigh County; Joseph C, of whom we write;

Robert R., whose home is in Lehighton; Mary,

wife of H. J. Gackenbach, of Allenton; Lewis, liv-

ing in South Whitehall To,wnship, Lehigh County;

and Alice, who married Horace Beisel, of 'Chap-

man's Station. Herman and Tilghman died in in-

fancy. The father was one of the most prominent

politicians of Upper Macungie Township, and was

active in the ranks of the Democratic party.

Hon. Joseph C. Rupp was born in Lehigh Coun-

ty, March 19, 1848. His youthful years were

passed upon the home farm, and his schooling was

gained in Upper Macungie Township, and in the

Keystone State Normal School at Kutztown, Berks

County, where he graduated in 1870. Upon com-

pleting his studies he commenced to teach school,

and was thus engaged for fourteen winter terms in

' Upper Macungie Township. In 1885 he was elected

Recorder of Deeds of Lehigh County, in which ca-

pacity he served three years. In 1892, as above

stated, he was elected to the Lower House of the

State Legislature, and ably and efficiently repre-

sented his constituents. He has also filled the posi-

tion of School Director and Assessor of Upper

Macungie Township. Probably no Democrat in

the county is more prominent than he, and his

counsels are frequently sought by the leading men

of the party in this section.

April 14, 1871, Mr. Rupp married Catherine A.

Rauch, a native of South Whitehall Township,

Lehigh County, and a daughter of the late Jonas

Rauch, formerly a resident of that township. Five

children bless this union, Jonas, Charles, Tilgh-
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man, Bessie J. and Ella L. For a number of years

Mr. Rupp leased his limekiln to other parties, but

in 1893 began operating for himself in the kiln.

Besides his other interests he has a farm of thirty-

two acres. Socially he is connected with the In-

dependent Order of Odd Fellows, belonging to the

lodge at Fogelsville. He belongs to the Reformed

Church of that place, of which he is Secretary.

f^-i&l

HUGH R. HORNER. Among the sturdy

tillers of the soil in Northampton County

was for many years Mr. Horner, who de-

voted his entire active life to agricultural pursuits

and was one of the practical and progressive farmers

of East Allen Township. To the honest, indus-

trious farmers probably more than to any one else

are due the prosperity and progress of this country,

and prominent among those of this county has

been our subject, who is now living retired, enjoy-

ing the fruits of his former years of toil. He was

born in the settlement of East Allen Township,

Northampton Countjr, October 28, 1838. His grand-

father, who bore the same Christian name, was also

a native of this county and a farmer here, and was
the son of James Horner, a native of Ireland. The
parents of Hugh R. Horner were Robert and Jane

(Wilson) Horner, the former a native of North-
ampton, and the latter of Bucks County, this state.

A brother of the former was a soldier in the War
of 1812.

From boyhood Hugh R. Horner, the subject of

this sketch, was trained to the practical duties of

carrying on a farm, and became thoroughly versed
in the best methods of agriculture. He attended
the district schools of his day, which were of a
rather primitive description, and also for a time
was a student in a private school at Easton. On
arriving at man's estate he embarked in business

on his own account, and continued in that line of

business in East Allen Township until 1888. He
improved and cultivated a farm comprising one
hundred and thirty-eight acres, which was one of

the best in the township. In November, 1888, he

gave up his active career, and since that time has

made his home in Bath.

In the year 1857 occurred, the marriage of Mr.

Horner and Jane Hays, a native of Williamsport,

Pa., and the daughter of John K. and Jane Hays.

Four children were born of this marriage, in order

of birth as follows: Robert H., Mary J., John K.

and Joseph A. Mr. Horner has held several of

the minor offices in East Allen Township, and is

always found faithful to all public trusts. He
uses his influence and casts his ballot in favor of

the Republican party, believing that it best meets

the wants of the people in a legislative sense. He
is a member of the Presbyterian Church at Bath,

of which he is an Elder, is ever ready to lend a

helping hand to the poor and needy, and en-

deavors to embody in his life the teachings of the

Golden Rule.

*ej* =^>

BAXTER B. McCLURE comes from a well

known family who settled at a very early

period in Northampton County. He is

one of the representative citizens of East Allen

Township, and is prominent in all public-spirited

works of progress. In political circles he is espe-

cially well known in this locality, having been a

candidate on the Republican ticket for both Houses

of the Legislature. The county being overwhelm-

ingly Democratic, however, made it practically

impossible to elect a Republican Legislature under

ordinary conditions, and he was therefore not re-

turned. He is a member of the Pennsylvania

State Board of Agriculture, an important organi-

zation, the Board consisting of one member from

every county in the state.

Mr. McClure was born May 29, 1837, in Chester

County, Pa,, his parents being William W. and

Elizabeth (Grier) McClure. The former was also

a native of Chester County, and on the paternal

side was descended from Irish ancestors. The

founders of the family in America left the north-
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em part of Ireland, and became early settlers of

Chester County, Pa. Other members of the family

located in the Southern States, and this immediate

branch were for some time located in North Caro-

lina. The family is also of Scotch origin by inter-

marriage. The maternal ancesters of B. B. McClure

were of like descent, and they were among the

early pioneers of Northampton County, locating

in what was known as the " Irish Settlement." His

father, William W. McClure, was forty years a

merchant and Postmaster at Brandywine Manor,

in Chester Countj\ His death occurred in 1875,

when one of his sons succeeded him in business.

Five of his children are now living. Agnes is the

widow of Dr. N. G. Thompson, of Coatesville, Pa.;

Caroline is a resident of Chester County, as is also

her brother James G. and her sister Clarisa G.

Baxter B., of whom we write, completes the num-

ber of the family yet living.

The boyhood of B. B. McClure was passed on a

farm in Chester County, where he learned thor-

oughly the details of agricultural work. He re-

ceived his education in the public schools of Ches-

ter County, and then for three years attended the

Howard Academy at Rockville, Pa. He afterward

taught school for three terms. At an early age he

engaged in business for himself in the queensware

and crockery trade, in Philadelphia, having for a

partner Isaac R. Buchanan. The firm continued

business successfully under the name of Buchanan

& McClure, with their store at No. 837 Market

Street. At the end of two years Mr. McClure re-

turned to farming, which he followed for a period

comprising eight years. Leaving Chester County

at the expiration of that time, he removed to this

county, arriving here in 1879, since which time he

has lived at his present home. Educational matters

have always received his warm support and hearty

assistance, as to his good education in youth he owes

a large share of his success in later years. He is

practical and progressive in his ideas, and carries

out his early training in industry, energy and en-

terprise. Success has crowned his efforts, and pros-

perity blessed his home.

March 19, 1872, Mr. McClure took unto himself

a wife in the person of Miss Sallie A., daughter of

Joseph and Margaret (Wilson) Horner. The latter

were natives of Northampton County, and were

among the early settlers of East Allen Township.

Mrs. McClure has one surviving sister, Jennie by

name, who is now residing with her.

As related in the beginning of this sketch, Mr.

McClure is a member of the Pennsylvania State

Board of Agriculture, and in this public way en-

deavors to inculcate the best and most practical

modern theories, and to keep fully abreast with

the times in everything relating to the cultivation

of the soil. Socially he is a member of the Ma-

sonic Order, belonging to the lodge at Bethlehem,

and is Master of Allen Grange No. 795, East Allen

Township. A worthy member of the Presbyterian

Church at Bath, to which his wife also belongs, he

is now serving the same as Elder. Progressive and

liberal minded, he merits the esteem and respect

of all, which he in full measure possesses.

§>_^-<;'(By- *

NATHANIEL C. PETERS, M. D., residing

in Whitehall, is one of the popular and

successful physicians and surgeons of Le-

high County. The son of David J. and Caroline

Peters, he was born in this county October 12,

1860, and passed the days of boyhood in White-

hall, whither he removed with his parents from

Washington Township at the age of seven. His

primary education was gained in the schools of

this place, and so rapidly did he advance in his

studies that when fifteen he began teaching school.

He was thus engaged for nine school years, and in

the interval attended Weaversville (Pa.) Academy

for two terms, also for three spring terms attended

the preparatory department of Muhlenberg Col-

lege, at Allentown.

After completing his literary studies, our subject

read law for a time, but soon decided that his

abilities fitted him for the medical rather than the

legal profession. In 1885 he entered the medical

department of the University of Pennsylvania,

and continued his studies there until the spring of

1888, when he was graduated. Immediately after-
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ward he received the appointment of resident phy-

sician of the German Hospital at Philadelphia,

where he spent one year, his experience during

that time proving of incalculable benefit to him

afterward. In 1889 he opened an office at White-

hall, where he has built up an extensive and profit-

able practice.

The Doctor is a close student of his profession,

and his skill and ability have won for him a high

reputation, not only among his patrons, but/ also

among other physicians. He is an enterprising

young man, and this community finds in him

a valued citizen, who manifests a commendable

interest in everything pertaining to its welfare

and advancement. Politically he votes with the

Republican party and gives his support to its

principles. . Socially he affiliates with Seigfried

Lodge, I. 0. 0. F., and is also a member of the or-

ganization of Senior Mechanics at Seigfried, and

the Patriotic Sons of America at Whitehall. Bea-

con Council, R. A., at Allentown, numbers him
among its members.

April 8, 1890, Dr. Peters was united in marriage

with Miss Lillie H., daughter of the late Abraham
Hartz, and one son has been born to this union,

Milton H. P., now deceased.

^^^fr-MQfr

WILLIAM L. ODENWELDER, one of

the well known citizens and business

men of Northampton County, is part

proprietor of the Bath Knitting Mills, and also

owns a flour and feed store in this place. The
former concern does business under the firm name
of Odenwelder & Co. Their plant is well equipped
with all needful machinery, and is one of the act-

ive local industries. The building which is occu-
pied was erected in the fall of 1882, is of brick,

72x90 feet in dimensions, and was originally con-
structed for a machine shop. It served only a
short time for that purpose, after which it stood
idle for several years, or until June, 1889, when
the present knitting mills were organized by Will-

iam L. Odenwelder, and machinery was put in

place for operating the business. The original

firm was Odenwelder, Mauser & Co., but April 20,

1889, the subject of this sketch bought out his part-

ners' interest, and his present partners are J. W.
Trumbower, of Nazareth, Pa., and D. J. Oden-

welder.

The mills contain good machinery for the pur-

pose of manufacturing ladies' and misses' seamless

hose, this being their specialty. About eighty-five

hands on an average are employed in the mills,

and the business is constantly growing, the prod-

ucts being sent to many of the states. Mr. Oden-

welder is superintendent of the concern, and is

making a good success of it in a business way. He
is enterprising and progressive in his methods,

and to his energy and practical manner of carry-

ing on affairs is due the success which has been

achieved by the firm.

Mr. Odenwelder was born July 7, 1838, in North-

ampton County. He comes of an old and hon-

ored family of the county, of which his parents

are also natives. They are Daniel and Barbara A.

(Miller) Odenwelder, the former of whom was

born in 1807, and the latter in 1810. Daniel

Odenwelder, who was one of the early settlers of

South " Easton, departed this life in 1875. His

widow, who still survives, has reached the good
old age of eighty-five years. One of her sons,

John H., who has departed this life, at one time

served as Recorder of Deeds of Northampton
County. The family has always held a high po-

sition in the esteem and good will of the inhabit-

ants of this county. The early years of William
L. Odenwelder were passed on his father's farm,

and to agricultural pursuits he devoted his time

until arriving at maturity. His primary educa-

tion was obtained in the common schools, though
he was largely self educated. Coming to Bath in

1886, he engaged in the flour and feed business

for a number of years, but has lately given his at-

tention to operating the knitting works.

September 16, 1862, occurred the marriage of

Mr. Odenwelder and Frances Trumbower. Her
father, Stephen J. Trumbower, now deceased, was

formerly a citizen of East Allen Township. Mr.

Odenwelder is a member of the Town Council of
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Bath, and in politics votes with the Democratic

party. He has served as School Director of Lower

Nazareth Township, and as Treasurer of East

Allen Township. In 1880 he acted as Census

Enumerator of the last-named township, and has

also been Judge of Election several times.

Qz ^s@S& T*®
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FRANK WEAVER, a well-to-do farmer and

stock-raiser of Allen Township, Northamp-

ton County, owns and operates a good

farm, covering seventy-two acres. He comes of

one of the sterling families of Lehigh County,

many of whose descendants are now residents of

this county. He is one of seven children, and

was born March 20,1864. His parents were Reuben

and Susan (Smith) Weaver, the former a native of

Lehigh County, and the latter of Northampton

County. The Weaver family formerly resided

near Egypt, Lehigh County, and numbers many,

worthy citizens in that locality. There Reuben

Weaver passed his boyhood, but after his marriage

he removed to this locality, purchasing the farm

on which his son now resides, in Allen Township.

Upon this place he continued to make his home,

engaged in farming, until his death, which oc-

curred in December, 1877, when he was sixty years

of age. His wife died in 1892, aged seventy-five

years. He was a man of public spirit and upright

walk in life, being a member of the Lutheran

Church of Howertown. In politics he voted for

the men and measures of the Eepublican party.

Of his family the following survive: Frank; Mary,

wife of Nathaniel Kidd, and Emma, wife of Will-

iam Solt.

Until reaching man's estate, Frank Weaver en-

gaged in farming for his father, and attended the

district schools of the neighborhood. It was also

his privilege to attend the academy at Weavers-

ville for some time. He made the best of his op-

portunities, becoming a well informed man. In

December, 1882, was celebrated his marriage with

Miss Amanda Ehret, by whom he has had one

child, Esther, who has passed from this life. Mrs.

Weaver is a daughter of William Ehret, who is

well and favorably known in Petersville.

The farm owned and operated by Mr. Weaver is

located in Allen Township, and comprises within

its boundaries seventy-two acres. Though a com-

paratively young man, Mr. Weaver has, since his

early years, been accustomed to agriculture, and

has made a study of the best methods now in use

by modern well posted farmers. A considerable

measure of success has been the result of his un-

dertakings, and it . is safe to predict that even

greater results will follow his future labors. In

political faith, he votes with the Democratic party,

and in general affairs is always found in the front

ranks of those favoring progressive movements

calculated to benefit the community. Religiously

he holds membership with the Lutheran Church at

Howertown.

DAVID SOLT is a successful farmer and

stock-raiser of Allen Township. His well

improved farm, comprising ninety-seven

acres, yields to him good compensation for the

labor and care he has bestowed upon it. Many

years have passed since he settled on his present

farm, and during this time he has made substan-

tial improvements upon the place.

The birth of David Solt occurred October 11,

1844, in Lehigh County. His parents were Adam

and Elizabeth (Huber) Solt, both natives of the

Keystone State. The greater portion of the life

of Adam Solt was passed in this county, his home

being in Hanover Township. Later, he removed

to Lehigh Township, where Ins death occurred in

March, 1873. His wife was called from this life

two years later. Their children who are yet liv-

ing are as follows: James; Sarah, wife of G. V.

Snyder; David; Samuel; Mary, Mrs. Frank Sours;

and Violetta, wife of Amandes Cole. Adam Solt,
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who was a Democrat in politics, served as a School

Director while living in Lehigh Township. A
man of sterling worth and strict integrity of word

and deed, he was a member of the Lutheran

Church.

The subject of this sketch grew to man's estate

on his father's farm in this county, and from an

early day he was given practical experience in

agricultural pursuits, as he assisted his father in

the work of the farm until he had attained his

majority. Such education as he was enabled to

obtain was afforded him by the common schools.

For his helpmate and companion in life Mr. Solt

chose Miss Catherine, daughter of Jacob Seem,

formerly of this county, but now deceased. To

Mr. and Mrs. Solt four children were born. Ida is

the wife of Robert Steinmetz; Miranda became the

wife of Calvin Schafer; Harvey is next in order,

and Alice has passed from this life. Believing it

to be his duty as well as privilege, Mr. Solt has

constantly favored good schools, and has acted as

School Director of Allen Township for three years.

He has affiliated with the Democratic party in

politics, and promotes all public enterprises. In

religious belief he adheres to the Lutheran Church,

the faith of his forefathers. His word is consid-

ered as good as his bond, and he is accounted

thoroughly trustworthy in all the relations of life.

JOHN T. ROBERTS was formerly a member of

the firm of John T. Roberts & Co., of Slat-

ington, manufacturers and dealers in blue

roofing slate. He was an enterprising citi-

zen and a very able business man, having succeeded

far beyond his own expectations in gaining a for-

tune. In all public and local affairs he was greatly

interested, and in every way forwarded works

which would redound to the good of the commu-
nity in which he dwelt.

Mr. Roberts' death, which occurred August 5,

1894, was very sudden; in fact, sudden deaths are

peculiar to his family. In 1854, his sister, with

her two daughters, was drowned while crossing the

ocean in the "City of Glasgow," the same ship in

which Mr. Roberts had sailed the year previous.

Another sister was also drowned at sea. Mr. Rob-

erts was buried from his late residence August 9,

1894, and services were held in the Lutheran

Church, Rev. Messrs. Erb, Williams and Evans

officiating. His remains were interred in the fam-

ily lot in Fairview Cemetery. Citizens and friends

from far and near and Slatington Lodge No. 294.

K. of P., attended in large numbers to pay the last

sad rites to their honored and respected friend and

esteemed brother, whom "none knew but to love,

none named but to praise."

A native of the north of Wales, John T. Roberts

was born in Llanllechid, Carnarvon County, July

15, 1829. His father, Thomas Roberts, was born

in the same land, and there his death occurred.

His wife was born and reared to womanhood in

Wales, and before her marriage bore the name of

Margaret Roland. John T. spent his boyhood and

youth in the place of his birth, where he received

common-school privileges; but being of an ambi-

tious turn of mind, and becoming convinced that

America afforded better opportunities for an en-

ergetic young man, he in 1853 bade adieu to his

early home, and with a brother set sail for the

United States. He landed in Philadelphia March 2

1853, and thence proceeded to Heidelberg Town-

ship, Lehigh County. Believing it necessary, be-

fore going any further in his career, to obtain a

good knowledge of the English language, he at-

tended school at Oxford, Pa., for some time, and

being an apt student, rapidly acquired the lan-

guage. In Wales he had learned the slate busi-

ness, and upon his return from school he at once

entered into the mining and manufacturing of

slate. Later he bought some slate land, and as the

years passed has extensively invested in the quar-

ries of this region. In 1884 Mr. Roberts began

handling blasting powder, and found a ready sale

among the slate miners of the valley. He also be-

came interested in town property, and was quite

successful in his real-estate ventures.

November 8, 1856, Mr. Roberts married Fyetta

Jully, a native of Heidelberg Township, this coun-
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ty, and to them were born two sons and a daugh-

ter: Thomas J., now deceased; William J., who is

manager and has entire control of the Eagle store

of this city; and Annie T., who is attending school.

An active Republican, Mr. Roberts served in the

City Council for three years, was for nine years on

the School Board, and all but three years of the

time was Treasurer of the same. Fraternally he

was a member of Slatington Lodge No. 294, K.

of P., of whicli he was a charter member. Mrs.

Roberts is a member of the Lutheran Church, while

her husband was formerly active in the Welsh

congregation, having been Treasurer of the church

for some years. In religious affairs he was greatly

interested, being a worker in the church and an in-

structor in the Sunday-school. He was upright

and honorable in his daily life, and by his sterling

qualities endeared himself to all.

"SI^H^E

NATHAN ZIEGENFUSS, M. D., who is a

practicing physician and surgeon of Beth-

lehem, Lehigh County, is rapidly win-

ning an enviable reputation among his professional

brethren, while his skill and ability are gaining

for him throughout the community a liberal and

lucrative patronage. He was born at Friedensville,

Lehigh County, December 20, 1849, and his father,

Henry Ziegenfuss, was a native of Bucks County.

Grandfather Michael Ziegenfuss was a farmer in

Bucks County, where he lived and died. His fa-

ther came from Berlin, Germany, located in Bucks

County, and there carried on farming pursuits.

The father of Nathan was a shoemaker by trade,

but while residing in Friedensville was in the em-

ploy of the Lehigh Zinc Company for thirty years.

He is now living in Lebigh County, retired from

active work, and has reached the advanced age of

eighty-six years.

The mother, Mrs. Sarah (Marsteller) Ziegenfuss,

was born in Northampton County, and was an

active member of the Reformed Church. Of

her family of seven children, three are living,

Nathan being the youngest but one. William

during the late war was a member of Company
K, Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Infantry, and after

serving through that period, died at Alexandria,

Va. Charles H, who was also a Union soldier,

was Corporal of the One Hundred and Seventy-

sixth Pennsylvania Infantry; he is now General

Superintendent of the Juragua Ponnugo Iron

Company and is located at San Diego, Cuba. He
is a practical mechanic, and for many years was

the Mining Superintendent of the Bethlehem Iron

Company. The members of the family who are

deceased are Amos, Matilda and Eveline.

Nathan, of this sketch, was reared in Friedens-

ville, and after obtaining his education in the com-

mon school, entered the employ of the Lehigh Zinc

Company, with whom he remained for six years.

In 1869, however, he engaged to work for the Beth-

lehem Iron Company, and being a mechanical en-

gineer, was employed in putting up engines in New
Jersey, principally in the mills of the company.

He continued to work for them until 1877, when

he was given the position of contractor with the

Bethlehem Iron Company, and in their interest

opened several mines of iron ore and limestone.

Being desirous of following a professional career,

Dr. Ziegenfuss in 1886 began reading medicine, and

in ,the fall of 1888 entered the Jefferson Medical

College in Philadelphia, where he took five courses

of lectures, graduating in the spring of 1892.

When looking around for a suitable place to locate,

he came to Bethlehem, where he has since resided,

having a beautiful residence situated on First

Avenue.

Dr. Ziegenfuss was married in 1868, in Slating-

ton, to Miss Mary Nonnemaker, a native of that

place, and the daughter of Jacob Nonnemaker, a

wheelwright by trade. She departed this life in

1873, while residing in Hoffmansville, leaving at

her decease three children, of whom John died in

1888, when in his eighteenth year. Jacob died in

infancy, and Lillie is at home with her father.

The second marriage of our subject occurred in

1875, at which time Miss Lillie Kerschner, daughter

of Reuben Kerschner, became his wife. To them

have been born a daughter, Annie, and a son,

Claude, the latter dying when a year old.

Dr. Ziegenfuss is a prominent Thirty-second De-
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gree Mason, and belongs to Conimandery No. 20, K.

T., of Allentown. He also belongs to the Royal Ar-

canum and Red Men, holding membership with the

lodge at Philadelphia, and is a Knight of Pythias.

In religious affairs he belongs to the Holy Trin-

ity Lutheran Church in Bethlehem. He is a true-

blue Republican in politics, and has served as a

member of the standing committee for many years.

He is connected with the Lehigh Valley Medical

Association, the Northampton County Medical So-

ciety, and is the Medical Examiner for. the Union

Central Life Insurance of Ohio.

+= =+

FRANK H. KIECHEL. A glance at the

lives of the representative men whose

names appear in this volume will reveal

many sketches of honorable and influential citi-

zens, but among them none are more worthy or

more deserving of mention than Frank Kiechel,

who is a prominent politician of Whitehall Town-

ship, and who is now serving as Auditor. He
comes of an old and respected family of Lehigh

County, and makes his home at the present time

in West Catasauqua.

A native of Northampton County, our subject

was born in Hanover Township, October 20, 1850,

while his father, Edward Kiechel, is a native of

Whitehall Township, this county. The grandfa-

ther, who bore the name of Abraham, was of Ger-

man descent, and was also born in the above town-

ship, where he followed farm pursuits all his life.

The first representative of the family to come to

America located here as early as 1722, and estab-

lished this branch of the family in the Lehigh

Valley.

Edward Kiechel was a blacksmith, which trade

he carried on in Hanover Township until 1866,

when he removed to Shoenersville, and plied his

trade in that place for six years, at the end of that

time removing to Whitehall. He is now living

in Catasauqua, retired from the active duties of

life. In his religious connections he is identified

with the German Reformed Church. His wife,

Mrs. Mary (Snyder) Kiechel, was born in North-

ampton County, and was the daughter of Henry

Snyder, a carpenter, who died in that county in

1860, when in his sixtieth year. The mother of

our subject is still living, making her home in

Catasauqua, and is connected by membership with

the Lutheran Church.

Frank H. was the eldest of a large family of ten

children, only one of whom is deceased. He re-

ceived his education in the public schools of

Shoenersville, Whitehall and Mechanicsville, and

when seventeen years of age learned the blacksmith

business under the instruction of his father. In

1870, however, he left home, and coming to this

city, began working for D. A. Tumbler, a brick

manufacturer, holding the positions of bookkeeper

and timekeeper. He severed his connection with

that gentleman in 1872, in which year he entered

the car shops at Fullerton, where he was given a

position in the blacksmith department. In July

of the following year lie became an employe of

the Catasauqua & Fogelsville Railroad Company,

in whose shops he was head of the blacksmith de*

partment. In 1880 he was sent out as assistant

machinist in their round house, and has since been

in charge of that branch of the company's inter-

ests. In 1891 the road sold out to the Philadel-

phia & Reading Railroad Company, in whose em-

ploy Mr. Kiechel is at the present time. He has

charge of the entire round house, and has shown

good judgment and fidelity in the discharge of

his duties and obligations.

The marriage of our subject occurred in this

city January 27, 1870, at which time Miss Rebecca

C, daughter of Elias Meyers, became his wife.

She was born in North Whitehall Township, and

her father, who is still living, is a retired tinsmith

living in Mountain Top, Luzerne County, this

state. To Mr. and Mrs. Kiechel has been born one

daughter, Hannah J.

Mr. Kiechel was elected Auditor of Whitehall

Township in 1874, for a term of three years. In

1888 he was again called upon to fill that position,

and in 1891 was re-elected Auditor on the Demo-

cratic ticket. He has served on the Election
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Board several times, and as a stanch Democrat is

filling his fourth term on the County Standing

Committee. He has been sent as delegate to the

different conventions of the party, in the success

of which he has been greatly interested. Socially

he belongs to Catasauqua Lodge No. 269, 1. 0. 0. F.,

in which he has been District Deputy Grand Mas-

ter of the county. Religiously he is identified

with the German Reformed Church, in which he

has been Elder and Sunday-school Superintendent.

11*^

TIMOTHY LUCKENBACH. The business

interests of the Bethlehems have been

greatly promoted by the energy and ex-

ecutive ability of those who, having spent their

entire lives in this portion of the state, are thor-

oughly acquainted with their resources and iden-

tified with the development of their material

interests. Such a one is the gentleman of whom
we now write. His position is among the fore-

most citizens of West Bethlehem, and, though now
retired from the active cares of a business career,

he still maintains a deep interest in everything

pertaining to the welfare of his community.

The paternal grandfather of our subject, Adam
Luckenbach, emigrated to this country from Ger-

many, and in an early day made settlement in

Bethlehem. For a time he carried on farm pur-

suits, but for some years before his death he was

the keeper of a tower bridge. The father of our

subject, Joseph, was born in Lehigh County, and
followed the occupation of a farmer, his home for

some years being upon a farm in Salisbury Town-
ship. His declining years were spent in Bethle-

hem, where his death occurred in his sixty-seventh

year. His wife, who bore the maiden name of

Salian Keifer, died in 1842. They had three chil-

dren, of whom the youngest is deceased.

In Emaus, Lehigh County, Timothy Luckenbach
was born July 15, 1824. He was reared upon the

home farm in Salisbury Township until about

eleven years of age, when he accompanied the

family to Bethlehem. Here he attended the pub-
lic schools. At the age of fifteen he was appren-

ticed to learn the cabinet-maker's trade, at which
he worked for some time. Later he added carpen-

try to his other trade. In 1850 he opened a shop
on Main Street, where he was engaged as contractor

and builder, and also manufactured furniture,

which he sold at retail. In 1867 he transferred

his attention to the mercantile business, opening a

store on Main Street, which he conducted fifteen

years. He then retired from active business, and
is now passing his time in the enjoyment of a

competence, surrounded by every comfort in his

beautiful home at the corner of Broad and Terrace

Streets.

Mr. Luckenbach and Miss Angeline Line were

united in marriage at Emaus in 1850. Mrs. Luck-

enbach was born in Salisbury Township, Lehigh

County, and is the daughter of Samuel Line, who
was engaged in the tailoring business. The mar-

riage of Mr. and Mrs. Luckenbach was blessed by

the birth of a daughter, Ellen L. In religious be-

lief our subject and his wife hold membership in

the Moravian Church in Bethlehem, in which he

has served as Deacon for a number of years. Po-

litically he is a Republican, and always supports

the candidates of that party.

r~y EORGE D. HALL, who holds the honored

V^T and responsible position of Postmaster of

Harper, is also a prominent merchant in

the place, having been in business here since 1887.

He is the proprietor of a well stocked establish-

ment, carrying a full line of dry goods, groceries,

boots, shoes, etc., such as will always be found in

the store of an enterprising merchant. He ex-

changes articles in his store for country produce,

and does an annual business amounting to $3,500.

The subject of this sketch is a native of North-

ampton County, having been born in Lehigh

Township, February 21, 1864. He is the son of

Reuben and Catherine Hall, the former of whom
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is deceased, and the mother is still residing in the

above .township. The parents are likewise natives

of this county, where Mr. Hall was engaged in

farm pursuits until his decease, which occurred

May 10, 1893. He was a very popular and prom-

inent man in his neighborhood, and served his fel-

low-townsmen in the capacity of Road Supervisor.

He was a stanch Republican in politics, and a de-

voted and consistent member of St. Paul's Re-

formed Church.

George D. Hall was given a good education in

the public school, and taught for several terms

prior to engaging in business for himself. When
ready to establish a home of his own he was mar-

ried, in 1886, to Miss Sarah, daughter of Jeremiah

Esterday, also a native of Lehigh Township, and

to them have been born a son and daughter, Nor-

man and Esther.

Following in the footsteps of his father, Mr. Hall

is a Republican in politics, on which ticket he was

appointed Postmaster in 1891. He is popular in

his official capacity, and is discharging the duties

of his position with characteristic fidelity and
greatly to the satisfaction of all concerned. Mr.

Hall began his career in the mercantile business

as clerk in 1886, and two years later established

in business for himself. He enjoys the confidence

of the entire community, and is meeting with suc-

cess in his chosen vocation.

r~~T APT. THEODORE H. HOWELL resides in

V^y Allen Township, Northampton County,

where he owns the Allen Mills, and may
be properly mentioned among the citizens who are

contributing their quota toward the development
of their adopted county. He is a native of New
Jersey, having been born in Warren County, Oct-

ober 21, 1824. and is the son of John and Sarah
(Titus) Howell, also natives of that state, where
the former lived to the advanced age of ninety-six

years. The parents are of Welsh ancestry, the

first representatives having located on Long Island

when the British had possession of the country.

Our subject was only two years of age when he

was deprived by death of his mother's care. When
attaining his twentieth year, however, in company

with his father, he came to this state, and in 1844

located in Allen Township, this county, where the

father was engaged in farm pursuits and at the

same time operated a gristmill. He was a Whig

in politics, but during the later years of his life

joined the ranks of the Republicans. He died in

May, 1890.

Captain Howell was thoroughly trained to farm

pursuits, and also learned milling, which business

he has followed his entire life. He received a

common-school education, and being fond of read-

ing, keeps himself posted upon current events,

During the late war he enlisted in October, 1862,

becoming a member of Company D, One Hundred

and Fifty-third Pennsylvania Infantry, of which

he was unanimously chosen Captain. He was out

under the nine months' call, during which time he

participated in the battles of Chancellorsville and

Gettysburg. During the fight at the latter place

Captain Howell's regiment was among those who
were well to the front, and he there received two

wounds, one through his hip, and a ball passing

through his arm. He was also at the battle of

Fredericksburg, and during his period' of service

had many narrow escapes. He was honorably dis-

charged July 22, 1863, after which he returned

home.

The Captain has served his fellow-townsmen as

Auditor of Allen Township for a number of years,

and has also occupied the position of Prison In-

spector of Northampton County. He is a Repub-

lican in politics, and connected with Lafayette Post

No. 217, G. A. R., at Easton. He is likewise promi-

nent in Masonic circles, belonging to Barger Lodge

No. 333, at Allentown.

Captain Howell and Miss Mary, daughter of

Daniel Levan, now deceased, but formerly a well

known resident of this township, were united in

marriage iu 1847. Their union has been blessed

by a large family of children, of whom the follow-

ing named survive: Daniel L, John T, Jacob F.,

Thomas F., Naomi, Theodore H., Jr., Harriet, Maria
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and Joseph A. In connection with carrying on

his milling enterprise Captain Howell is the pro-

prietor of a fifty-acre farm, which bears all the

improvements usually found upon the estate of a

wide-awake and progressive man. His mill is fit-

ted out with machinery of the latest improved

methods, and Captain Howell confines himself to

merchant milling.

-=^^->*<i

HON. WEBSTER C. WEISS, a representa-

tive citizen of Bethlehem, is agent for

Whitney & Kemmerer's wholesale coal

and iron business in Mauch Chunk. Besides be-

ing prominent in business circles, he is a leading

Republican, and has a good reputation as a public

speaker. In society and church work he is also

active, and in the various walks of life numbers a

host of warm and devoted friends.

Mr. Weiss was born in Weissport, Pa., Septem-

ber 23, 1853, being a son of Edward, and grandson

of Thomas, Weiss, also natives of Weissport. His

paternal great-grandfather was Jacob, and his uncle

was Francis Weiss, well known in this locality

as a wealthy capitalist. Our subject's father was

reared at his birthplace, and assisted his father in

boat-building and merchandising. In time he be-

came the leading merchant and largest boat-builder

of the place; afterwards he embarked in the iron

business and established a foundry in Mauch
Chunk, which was one of the largest plants in the

Lehigh Valley. During the panic of 1857 he lost

his fortune.

In 1862 Edward Weiss became general purchas-

ing agent for the Lehigh Coal and Navigation

Company. His death, the result of overwork, oc-

curred in 1866, at the age of forty-two years. He
was a strong Republican, and volunteered dur-

ing the late war, but was rejected on account of

poor eyesight. One of the most prominent men of

Mauch Chunk, he was active in public works, and re-

ligiously was a member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church. His wife, formerly Henrietta Steckel, wa§

15

a native of Egypt, Lehigh County, and daughter

of Abraham and Elizabeth Steckel, the latter of

whom, though in her ninety-fifth year, is to-day

hale and hearty, and still lives in Weissport.

Our subject's mother, who is now sixty-eight

years of age, is also making her home in Weiss-

port. Of her children, the following are living:

Ellen J., Mrs. Lefler, of Weissport; Edwin J., a

merchant of Mauch Chunk; Webster C, of this

sketch; John 0., who is weighmaster for the Le-

high Coal and Navigation Company at Mauch
Chunk; Jennie, a resident of Washington, D. C,
and the widow of James Williams; and Bardine,

who is head molder in the Bethlehem Foundry

and Manufacturing Company of South Bethlehem.

Elizabeth died at the age of thirty-four and Harry

at the age of six years.

Webster C. Weiss was reared and educated in

Weissport, attending the school only during the

winter months. At the early age of twelve years

he was thrown upon his own resources, as he was

deprived by death of his father's care, and after-

wards he and his brother were obliged to support

the family. He commenced his business career by

driving mules on the gravel banK for the Lehigh

Coal and Navigation Company; at that time he

was so small that a man had to harness the mules

for him. In 1864 he was mode errand boy in the

company's office at Mauch Chunk, and June 26,

1872, was promoted to the position of assistant

weighmaster.

In 1876 Mr. Weiss was given the foremanship of

the boatyards, and the following year was made

boating agent of the company with which he had

been connected since boyhood. He remained in

that position until December, 1884, when he re-

signed. His resignation was held over by the

company until the following March, when Mr.

Weiss insisted on its acceptance. After this was

accomplished, he entered the employment of Whit-

ney & Kemmerer, of Philadelphia, and took charge

of their wholesale coal office at Mauch Chunk, his

territory being the Lehigh Valley. Up to the

present time he has been in charge of this district,

and in 1890 was also made sales agent for the Car-

bon Iron and Steel Company, whose furnaces are sit-

uated in Parryville. He is very industrious, being
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on the road nearly every day, and has never had a

reduction of salary or missed receiving the same a

single pay day since 1872. In 1886 he came to

Bethlehem, where he owns considerable real estate,

as well as in Weissport and Allentown.

The marriage of our subject was celebrated in

Weissport in 1874 with Miss Hattie E., daughter

of the late John A. Schnaybergef, who was for-

merly a tailor. Three children have been born to

Mr. and Mrs. "Weiss: Ilerda E., a graduate of the

high school; Lilly L. and Claire G. The parents

are members of the Evangelical Association, belong-

ing to Bethany Church, and Mr. Weiss is Superin-

tendent of the Sunday-school, which he organized

four years ago. For twenty-one years he has

served as Sunday-school Superintendent, and has

been active in Christian work since joining the

church when sixteen years of age. He is one of

the Trustees and is Vice-President of the Keystone

League of Christian Endeavor, a Director in the

Evangelical Publishing Company of Harrisburg,

and was Secretary of the first General Layman's
Convention of the church held in Philadelphia.

Active in the Young Men's Christian Association,

he was Vice-President of the first organization here,

and frequently delivers lectures before their mem-
bers.

In 1891 Mr. Weiss was nominated for Chief

Burgess, but having only two days for campaign
work was defeated. In the spring of 1894 he was
again nominated, the largest vote being cast in

this locality that has ever been known, and notwith-

standing the fact that the town is largely Demo-
cratic, he was defeated by only twenty-three votes.

In Weissport he was Justice of the Peace for five

years, Auditor for three years and School Director

for a like period, being also Secretary in charge of
nine schools. During his term there was consider-
able discussion concerning text-books, and he
voted for and secured a uniform system, paying
for books out of the public money; for this he was
arrested and indicted by the Grand Jury for misap-
propriating public funds. Judge Dreher decided
in his favor, and since then the state has provided
that books shall be so purchased.

November 6, 1894, Mr. Weiss was elected as Rep-
resentative of the Lower House at Harrisburg for

the state of Pennsylvania, being the only success-

ful candidate on the Republican ticket in North-

ampton County. This is an honor of which he

may well be proud, as at the last Presidental elec-

tion the county gave a Democratic majority of

thirty-five hundred. The esteem in which he is

held in the community is plainly shown in his

nomination for Chief Burgess in 1891 and 1894.

On the former occasion he was defeated in the con-

test by two hundred and fifty- eight votes, and at

the latter time lost the victory by twenty-three

only; "while upon his election to the House he was

three hundred and five votes ahead of his opponent.

Mr. Weiss has been President of the Harrison

and Reid Club, and is a member of the County

Republican Commitee from the Third Ward. He
has passed all the local chairs in the Royal Arca-

num, was Grand Chaplain of Pennsylvania for two

years, and is now a representative of Lehigh Coun-

cil No. 356 to the Grand Council, also holding a

commission as the State Deputy-at-Large. He is

Deputy Grand Regent of District No. 14, taking in.

Allentown, Bangor, South Bethlehem and Strouds-

burg. A member of the Patriotic Order Sons of

America, he is Past President of Washington Camp
No. 39 of Bethlehem, and also Past District Presi-

dent of Northampton County.

-i ^m>$Hm^

JACOB B. MAUSER is general manager of the

Mauser Milling Company, who own and con-

trol the two well known gristmills located

respectively at Laury's and Treichler's. The

mill at the former place has been operated by the

Mauser Mill Company since January 1, 1893, hav-

ing a capacity of two hundred barrels of flour

every twenty-four hours. It is fitted with ma-

chinery suitable for the best methods of milling,

and is classed among the leading industries of the

county.

The mill situated at Treichler's also contains the

improved roller process and confines its trade to

merchant milling, doing no custom work what-
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ever. It has a capacity of one hundred and fifty

barrels a day, and its principal brand of flour is

called the "Banner." The main shipments of the

product of the two mills are made to New York and

the coal regions in this state. The company give

constant employment to twenty-five men, and are

meeting with remarkable success in business.

Jacob B. Mauser was born June 14, 1837, in

Northampton County, and is a son of Adam and

Maria Mauser, natives respectively of Germany
and this state. Our subject was reared to man-

hood near Easton, where he received his education

in the public schools, and when attaining his nine-

teenth year emigrated westward to Kansas. This

was in 1856, and on arriving in that state he made

his home in Allen County, where he was employed

at various kinds of business, and remained until

the fall of 1860. That year, returning home, he

taught school in Northampton and Carbon Coun-

ties, which occupation he had also followed for

eight terms previous to his entering into the milling

business.

In 1863 Mr. Mauser was made Superintendent

of what was then known as Laury's gristmill,

which was owned by Sehall & Horn. Soon after

entering upon his duties he became financially in-

terested with J. R. Sehall & Co., which business

was afterward known as the Lehigh Grain, Coal

and Lumber Company. Mr. Mauser was made

Secretary of the enterprise during its existence,

and at the same time superintended the operation

of Laury's mill. He was a resident of the lat-

ter place for eighteen years, and in 1879 removed

with his family to Treichler's, where he has made

his home since.

In 1879 the firm of George H. Mauser & Co.

came into existence, and was afterward changed

into the Mauser Mill Company, of which Jacob B.

Mauser is General Superintendent and manager.

He is a shrewd business man, and, although com-

mencing life empty handed, is now numbered

among the substantial citizens of the county. He
is Director of the National Bank in Catasauqua,

and is virtually the founder of both the Laury

and Treichler's mills.

In 1865 Mr. Mauser was married to Miss Anna
A., daughter of Henry Beaver, a native of Bath,

an d now deceased. Their home has been blessed by
the advent of four children: Elsie, who is the wife

of Dr. Horace Livingood, of Womelsdorf , this state;

J. Mark, who is connected with the mill at Laury's;

Stella M. and George B. Mr. Mauser is a valued

member of the Lutheran Church, and is also a

prominent Mason.

/""V IDEON FRACK, a highly respected resi-

Vjf dent of Cherryville, and for many years

extensively identified with the lumber in-

terests of this section, is a fine representative of

the native-born citizen of Northampton County,

and has materially contributed to its welfare. He

was born October 12, 1834, and is the son of

George and Elizabeth (Schlagel) Frack, both born

in this count}'. Their family is highly respected

in the Lehigh "Valley, throughout whose extent it

is widely known. George Frack was a farmer by

occupation, and the possessor of a good estate at

the time of his decease.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man's

estate and attended the public schools in his na-

tive county, remaining under the parental roof

until reaching his majority, when he learned the

trade of a blacksmith, and followed that occupa-

tion for about fourteen years. In 1864 Mr. Frack

made a trip to California, going by the way of

New York and Panama, and was twenty-eight

days en route. He remained in the Golden State

for two years, the first twelve months being occu-

pied in lumbering, and the last year working at

his trade. In the spring of 1866 he went further

north, to Montana, in which state he lived for

three years, working in the mines, and thus se-

curing the means which gave him a good start in

life. Returning to this county in 1869, he was a

successful lumber merchant for about twenty years,

and now lives retired from the active duties of

life, enjoying the rest which has been so well

earned, He is the possessor of thirty-five acres of
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land in Lehigh Township, besides valuable prop-

erty in Cherryville.

Mr. Frack was united in marriage in 1871 with

Miss Sarah Blose, who was born in this county and

is the daughter of Simon and Eliza Blose. Their

union has been blessed by the birth of two chil-

dren, Miriam A. and Franklin M. The former

graduated at the State Normal School at Kutz-

town, and is now leaching, and the son is at school.

Religiously Mr. Frack is a devoted member of

the Lutheran Church, and takes a deep interest in

church work. He is not an active participant in

political affairs, preferring to give his attention to

his personal pursuits. As he merits, he is highly

respected by all who are acquainted with his char-

acter and attainments.

CTX LEXANDER NESBITT ULRICH. The

/ \ family of which this gentleman is an hon-

ored member has been identified with the

history of Pennsylvania for nearly two hundred
years, the first representative in America having
emigrated hither from Alsace, France, in 1708 and
made settlement in Annville, Lebanon County.
A grandson of that pioneer, our subject's great-

grandfather, was an influential attorney of Lebanon
County, and during the War of the Revolution
served as Adjutant of a Pennsylvania regiment.

The grandfather of our subject, Rev. Daniel Ul-

rich, D. D., was for many years a noted divine of

the Keystone State, and was prominent in the min-
istry of the Lutheran Church. For a long time he
held a pastorate in Ulrieh's Church, Lebanon Coun-
ty. In that county he died after seventy-six useful
years. Among his children was Daniel, the father

of Alexander, who was born in Lebanon County
and received a splendid education, being a graduate
of Princeton College, which conferred upon him the
degree of Master of Arts. Later he entered upon
the study of medicine, and was graduated from
the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia with
the degree of Doctor of Medicine, j-j;s skill and

[

success as a physician became widely known, not

only in Reading, Pa., where he had his office, but

throughout the surrounding country. In that city

his death occurred in 1878. He was a devoted

member of the Lutheran Church, and died in that

faith.

The maternal ancestors of our subject were of

Scotch origin. His mother, Henrietta, was born in

Fairfax County, Va., and was a daughter of Alex-

ander Nesbitt, a native of Pennsylvania, and a

graduate of Dickinson College, who was a success-

ful lawyer of the Old Dominion. The grandfa-

ther of Mrs. Ulricb, Charles Nesbitt, was born in

Montrose, Scotland, being a son of Alexander Nes-

bitt, Provost of the University of Edinburgh, Scot-

land. Charles Nesbitt was famous throughout the

Old World as the most learned Greek scholar of all

Europe, and was so mentioned by Hon. James

G. Blaine in an oration delivered at the Dickinson

Centennial in 1882. His reputation as a man of

letters extended into America, so that he was urged

to come to the United States and accept the Presi-

dency of Dickinson College, then about to be

established. He accepted the offer and became the

first President of the institution, the success of

which was largely enhanced by his fame as a

scholar.

The mother of our subject was reared to woman-

hood in the Old Dominion, where her father was

Judge of the Court of Common Pleas in Culpeper

County, though twenty years afterwards he re-

moved to Washington, D. O, where his death oc-

curred. Mrs. Henrietta Ulrich passed away in

1862, after having become the mother of four chil-

dren, of whom the eldest is the subject of our

sketch. He was born in Gettysburg, Pa., February

10, 1853, and was reared to manhood in Reading,

where he completed the studies of the high school.

His education was further extended by study in

New England, after which he engaged in teaching.

Coming to Catasauqua in 1871, Mr. Ulrich be-

came a teacher in the schools of the city, of which

in 1873 he was elected Principal, and continued

thus engaged for six years. Meantime he had

commenced the study of law, which he afterwards

continued while in charge of a private school.

He was admitted to the Bar at Allentown in 1885,
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and has since engaged in practice in Catasauqua.

He is a member of the Lehigh County Bar Associa-

tion and is well known in the fraternity. In pol-

itics he is a Republican, and on that ticket was in

1883 elected Justice of the Peace and re-elected in

1888 and 1893.

In Catasauqua, July 11, 1878, occurred the mar-

riage of A. N. Ulrich and Miss Irene Fuller, the

daughter of Charles D. Fuller. They occupy one

of the pleasant homes of this city, and are promi-

nent in social circles. One child has blessed their

union, Charles F.,now a student in the Catasauqua

schools'.

JEFFERSON F. KNECHT. Among the well

known and progressive citizens of North-

ampton County, who trace their ancestry to

Germany, is the subject of this biography,

who holds the position of Postmaster at Copella,

Moore Township. Since the fall of 1885 he has

been engaged in the general mercantile business at

this point, and carries a full assortment of dry

goods and groceries. His appointment as Post-

master was received in 1889, since which time he

has had charge of the office.

The original representative of the Knecht family

in Northampton County was our subject's great-

grandfather, who in a very early day came to

Bushkill Township, where his descendants have

mainly resided since then. Our subject was born

November 19, 1860, in this county, of which his

parents, Jackson and Phoebe (Davinson) Knecht,

were likewise natives. His childhood years were

passed upon his father's farm in Bushkill Town-

ship. In attendance at the public schools of the

district and in the work of the farm, his early

years passed pleasantly but uneventfully. Later

he attended Bryant & Stratton's Business College

in Philadelphia, from which practical and well

known institution he was afterward graduated.

For some three years afterward he taught school,

in which profession he was successful.

In the year 1885 Mr. Knecht formed a partner-

ship with A. H. Miller, for the purpose of carrying

on a general mercantile business, the firm title be-

ing Knecht & Miller. This connection continued

until 1890, when by mutual consent the partner-

ship was dissolved, the senior member of the firm

succeeding to the business and becoming sole pro-

prietor. His methods are upright and progressive,

and he ranks among the leading young business

men of the county. As Postmaster he has been a

faithful public servant, and enjoys the confidence

of his constituents and the esteem of his many
friends.

The marriage of Mr. Knecht and Miss Ellen J.

Schall was celebrated December 24, 1887. Her fa-

ther, Jacob Schall, is a resident of Moore Township,

where he is engaged in agricultural pursuits. Mr.

and Mrs. Knecht are the parents of two children,

a son and daughter, named respectively Warren

J. and Eva M. The family move in the best social

circles and are highly respected. In civic societies

Mr. Knecht is. interested and belongs to Aluta

Lodge No. 488, 1. O. O. F., of Aluta, Pa.. He is a

member of the Lutheran Church of Moorestown,

and is one of the active workers of the congre-

gation.

HENRY R. BLOCKER. The marble inter-

ests of Seigfried's Bridge find an able

representative in our subject, who has

been engaged in business there since 1875. He

has a large plant, and manufactures all kinds of

monuments and tombstones, together with door

and window sills. He is an expert workman, and

never allows an order to leave his works until per-

sonally inspected by himself. He is a native of

Lehigh County, and his birth occurred in Septem-

ber, 1855. His parents, Frederick and Catherine

Blocker, the former of whom is deceased, were na-

tives of the Fatherland, and resided in this coun-
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try for over forty years, living in Whitehall, where

Mrs. Blocker still makes her home.

When a lad of eleven years, Henry R. Blocker

began working out by the month on farms in the

-neighborhood, continuing in this manner for four

years. In the mean time he received a common-
school education, attending during the dull sea-

sons of, farm work. In 1872 he found employ-

ment in the Coplay Cement Works, where he re-

mained for several years, until learning his pres-

ent trade. He served an apprenticeship of three

years with E. H. Lentz, after which he worked as

a journeyman for some time, and then started in

business for himself at Seigfried's Bridge. He has

been quite successful in this venture, and has many
warm friends who delight to do him honor.

The lady to whom Mr. Blocker was married in

1877 was Miss Emma Reinhard, of Coplay. She
bore him four children: Annie, Minnie, Mabel and
Luke. Mr. Blocker is a consistent member of the

Lutheran Church, with which he has been con-

nected for many years. Socially he is an Odd Fel-

low, and is connected with the lodge at Seigfried's

Bridge. He also belongs to the Senior Order Un ited

American Mechanics at that place, and the United
Beneficial Society. In politics he is a stanch Dem-
ocrat, believing that the principles laid down in

the platform of that party are best adapted to the

needs of the nation.

Gz .^m
G ~?^ ^T :£>
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THOMAS W. BEVAN, A. M., is Supervising
Principal of the Catasauqua public schools,

a position he has held with great success
since 1882. For a number of years he has been
actively interested in educational work, and has
few superiors in the state. A native of Pottsville,
this state, he was born August 11, 1854, his par-
ents being W. E. and Ann (Evans) Bevan. The
former was born in South Wales, and the latter
was also a native of that country, her death oc-
curring in the year 1891 at Mauch Chunk. Soon

after their marriage they removed to the United

States, Mr. Bevan following his business as mining

contractor for a long time in Schuylkill and Carbon

Counties, and later, going to Alabama, took charge

of a soft-coal mine in that state. At the age of

fifty-five years he departed this life at Catasau-

qua. A stanch Republican, he served for one term

as County Treasurer of Carbon County, the only

Republican to fill that office up to that date. For

two terms he was Justice of the Peace, and for

many years served as a School Director of Banks

Township, Carbon County. E. J., the eldest son,

served as a clerk for Thomas John & Co., Auden-
ried, Pa., and afterward removed to California,

where he successfully engaged in merchandising.

John T. was Principal of the schools at Berwick,

Pa., and is now Principal at Biggs, Cal. James

J. is Principal of the schools at Mauch Chunk. W.
E. has. charge of the Second Ward School in the

same borough. Kate is Mrs. James Howell, of

Leadville, Colo., and Miss Olive makes her home
in Mauch Chunk.

Reared in the neighborhood of Hazleton, Pro-

fessor Bevan received a superior education, and on

arriving at a suitable age was appointed as a cadet

to West Point by General Albright, of Mauch
Chunk, who was a Member of Congress at large.

Later he engaged in teaching, and soon after at-

taining his majority he became Principal of the

high school of the Hazel District, where he re-

mained for two years, then being elected Superin-

tendent of the schools of the district. This im-

portant position he held for two years, supervising

forty-two schools, and then was elected Principal

of the high school of Catasauqua. In 1886 Mr.

Bevan was given the additional office of Supervis-

ing Principal, being the first to occupy such a po-

sition in this city. Under his charge there are

seven hundred and twenty-five pupils and four-

teen teachers. A regular course of study, with

uniform text-books, is prescribed.

In 1877 Professor Bevan married Miss Kate, only

daughter of D. C. Tubbs, of Mauch Chunk. He
was a Captain during the late war, taking part in

every important battle of the Army of the Poto-

mac. Mrs. Bevan was educated in Carbon Coun-
ty, and by her marriage has become the mother of
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four children, P^thel M., Mabel, Edgar Arleigh

and Raymond T. They are members of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church.

For one year our subject was Vice-President of

the State Teachers' Association, has been placed

on the programme at two of their meetings, and

has occupied a place on the County Institute pro-

gramme many times. Fraternally he is a mem-

ber of Porter Lodge No. 284, F. & A. M., of which

he is Past Master, and is a member of the Grand

Lodge. A member of the Royal Arcanum, he was

elected a representative to the Grand Lodge.

/>EORGE F. SCHOENEBERGER. This

Y~J[ name will be at once recognized by a ma-

jority of our readers as that of the well

known furniture dealer in Siegfried, where he es-

tablished his business in 1891. His store contains

a stock of well made furniture, both ornamental

and substantial, and from his line of trade Mr.

Schoeneberger is reaping a good income. He was

born in Northampton County, April 10, 1845, to

Joseph and Catherine Schoeneberger, both of whom
were born in this locality, the family being among

the pioneers of the Lehigh Valley. Joseph Schoene-

berger was a carpenter by trade, and erected many
of the residences near his home, which show his

skill in that branch of work.

George F. Schoeneberger has passed his entire

life in his native county, and during his younger

years attended the common schools. Following in

the footsteps of his honored father, he worked as

a carpenter for some time, but on finding a good

opening for a hotel in Seigfried's Bridge, aban-

doned that occupation and became "mine host" of

Hotel Allen. This he conducted for thirteen' years,

and was widely and most favorably known to the

traveling public. Since engaging in the furniture

business, however, he has also been successful, and

now ranks among the well-to-do and enterprising

business men of the place.

The marriage of Mr. Schoeneberger with Miss

Lena Newhart was celebrated in 1875. To them

was granted a family of two sons, Charles E. and

Morris, the latter of whom has passed away. On
the death of his wife, our subject chose for his sec-

ond companion Ida, daughter of William Lerch,

to whom he was united March 22, 1888. Their

union has been blessed by the birth of a son, Har-

old W.
Socially Mr. Schoeneberger is an Odd Fellow in

good standing, and -also belongs to the Order of

United American Mechanics. He has at all times

been interested in politics, and gives his vote and

influence in favor of Republican candidates. He
is a consistent member of the Lutheran Church,

and practices Christianity in his daily life. He

owns and operates a quarry in Lehigh Town-

ship, from the product of which is manufactured

roofing slate, and here about ten men are em-

ployed. He is serving as a member of the School

Board, being Treasurer of that body at the present

time. He is valued in" the community for his good

citizenship, and for those fine traits of character

that mark him as an upright man.

JOHN H. BOSSARD is the junior member of

the firm of Oplinger & Bossard, slate manu-

facturers, who are carrying on a prosperous

business in that branch, having their plant lo-

cated in Lehigh Township, Northampton County.

Mr. Bossard is a native of this county, and was born

December 14, 1867, to James E. and Rebecca Bos-

sard, the latter of whom is deceased, her death

having occurred October 5, 1875. Her father, the

maternal grandfather of our subject, John Henry,

was the original owner of many of the slate quar-

ries now operated in the neighborhood of Daniels-

ville. He was an old settler in this region, and an

enterprising and well-to-do business man.

The parental family of our subject included

the following-named children: John H., who was

the eldest; Emma J., who married David Heiney;
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Sarah R., who became the wife of Milton Zellner;

Frank W., Harry W., William J., Lulu Lizzie, Car-

rie and George. James E. Bossard, their father,

was for many years a slate operator, but is now
living in Lehigh Township, of which he is also a

native, engaged in agricultural pursuits, which he

finds more to his taste.

John H. Bossard, the subject of this sketch, was

reared to man's estate in Lehigh Township, and ac-

quired his primary education in the public schools,

which was later supplemented by a course at Will-

iamsport Academy. He established a home of his

own June 11, 1886, at which time he was married

to Miss Gussie M. Oplinger, born in this county,

and the daughter of Daniel Oplinger, Jr., a well

known and highly esteemed resident of this sec-

tion. To Mr. and Mrs. Bossard have been born

two children, James H. and Hilda.

After his marriage Mr. Bossard followed farm-

ing, renting property for three years. The suc-

ceeding two years were spent as a butcher, which

he abandoned in order to become a member of the

slate firm with which he is still connected. Socially

he belongs to the Junior Order United American
Mechanics of Danieloville, and in politics is an
ardent Prohibitionist. He is a valued member of

the United Evangelical Church, which he is serv-

ing in the capacity of Trustee.

REV. JONATHAN E. SMITH, the well

known pastor of the Reformed Church
in Moore Township, makes his home in

Bath, Pa., and is favorably known and highly
regarded in Northampton County. He is a self-

made man, having been obliged to hew out his
own pathway, and he may well be satisfied with
the measure of success which has attended his
efforts. He is a native of the Keystone State, his
birth having occurred in Weisenburg Township,
Lehigh County, April 4, 1850. In that county
his parents, Elias and Saloma (Snyder) Smith,
were also born. The mother is still living, making

her home at present at Fogelsville, Pa. The Smith

family has long been numbered among the pros-

perous and influential citizens of Weisenburg

Township.

Mr. Smith's early education was obtained in the

schools of his native township, until about sixteen

years old, when he began teaching school in Le-

high County. He attended for several sessions the

Keystone State Normal School at Kutztown, and

in addition to this he was for a time a student

under Prof. Charles Swartz in a private school at

Bethlehem. For two years he pursued his studies

at Ursinus College, at Collegeville, Pa., where he

combined the regular college course with theolog-

ical studies. Afterward for three years he was a

Professor in the Northwestern University at Water-

town, Wis., which institution is a German Lutheran

denominational college. In fact, he was only en-

gaged at the last-named college for a period of

two years, but, loath to have him leave, the univer-

sity authorities offered him, as an inducement to

remain, the degree of Bachelor of Arts, which the

faculty conferred upon him. On his return to

Pennsylvania he completed his theological studies

in 1887 at Ursinus College, from which he was

graduated.

It was in 1877 that Rev. Mr. Smith received a

call to his present field, and he has been officiating

as pastor of the Moore Township charge up to the

present time. This pastorate comprises the fol-

lowing churches: Salem, Christ, Emanuel and Je-

hovah, the latter being located in Bushkill Town-
ship. The pastor is an earnest and zealous worker
in the Master's cause, and very active in the work
of his denomination. He always makes his own
interests secondary to the good of others and to

the good of the church, and is thoroughly con-

scientious and reliable in the discharge of his

duties. He bears closely at heart the welfare of

his fellow-men, and is earnest in his efforts to up-

lift them and do them good.

May 12, 1886, Mr. Smith was married to Miss

Maria O, daughter of George and Amanda E.

Bartholomew, of Bath. Mrs. Smith, who was a de-

voted wife and a faithful assistant to her husband
in his many and varied pastoral duties, was called

from his side by the Angel of Death, January 16,
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1890, and the community has deeply regretted her

loss. She was an amiable, loving Christian woman,

who merited the friendship and esteem which

were hers.

(§T"

J
DAVIS BRODHEAD. The legal fraternity

of Northampton County has been strength-

ened by the admission to the Bar of many
able advocates and counselors, whose success

entitles them to just praise. But to no lawyer has

there come greater prominence, or more justly

merited prosperity, than to the subject of this

sketch, to whom belongs the distinction of having

followed the profession for a longer period than

any attorney of South Bethlehem. His knowledge

of the law is broad and comprehensive. No im-

portant legal points are ever overlooked by him in

the preparation of his cases, and they are ably and

skillfully handled throughout the whole course of

litigation.

The Brodhead family has been identified with

the history of eastern Pennsylvania from the time

of its settlement. Our subject's father, Hon. Rich-

ard Brodhead, was for many years one of the most

eminent men of this state, being not only an influ-

ential attorney, but also a prominent statesman.

He was born in Pike County, Pa., and coming to

Easton in his youth, there studied law with James

M. Porter. Admitted to the Bar, he devoted his

attention exclusively to his profession until the

demands of public affairs increased to such an ex-

tent as to require his entire time. In 1843 he was

elected upon the Democratic ticket to represent

the Eighth District (then known as " the Old Tenth

Legion "),and tilled that responsible position until

1849. From 1851 until 1857 he served as a mem-

ber of the United States Senate from Pennsylvania.

During that time he was a member of various im-

portant committees, and also gained distinction as

the author of the bill creating the United States

Court of Claims. His death occurred in 1863>

when he was fifty-four years of age.

The mother of our subject bore the maiden name

of Mary Bradford, and was born near Vicksburg,

Miss., being the daughter of David Bradford, a

wealthy planter. She had two children, J. Davis

and Richard, the latter at one time an attorney of

Easton, but now engaged in practice in Washing-

ton, D. C. The former, who is our subject, was

born in Easton, Northampton County, January 12,

1859. In 1865 he accompanied his mother to

Bethlehem, where he was reared to manhood. For

a year he attended Georgetown College, the Mora-

vian school, and afterward was a student for two

years in Seaton Hall, N. J. In 1877 he entered

Yale- College, where he took a two-years classical

course. His literary studies completed, he spent

the years 1879-81 in travel through the United

States, principally in the South. Nor have his

travels been limited to this country, as about 1889

he made a tour of Europe, visiting the principal

points of interest in England, Scotland and the

Continent.

On commencing his active career our subject

concluded to study law, and as a tutor secured

Judge John B. Storm, of Stra'sburg, ex-Member of

Congress. He was admitted to the Bar at Easton

in 1880, at once locating at South Bethlehem,

where he has since been engaged in practice. For

ten years he has been Borough Solicitor, and in

1889 was elected District Attorney on the Demo-

cratic ticket, serving from January 30, 1889, to

1892. One of the original incorporators of the

Easton Transit Company, of which he is now At-

torney, he is also Assistant Attorney for the Lehigh

Valley Railroad, and Resident Counsel for the E.

P. Wilbur Trust Company.

The pleasant home of Mr. Brodhead is located on

Fountain Hill. His wife, who is a native of New

York, was formerly Miss Cecile Harvier, their mar-

riage being celebrated in New York City in 1883.

They have, two daughters, Ethel and Leonie. The

parents are members of the Roman Catholic Church.
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In 1892 Mr. Brodhead was elected a delegate to

the National Democratic Convention at Chicago,

and the same year was a delegate to the State Con-

vention.

z0#(^:

JOEL MILLEE, whose record now invites at-

tention from the reader, is a self-made man,

and one who by dint of natural ability and

perseverance has raised himself to be classed

among the well-to-do agriculturists of Lehigh

Township, Northampton County. He is one of

the oldest residents here, having been born May
23, 1829, in this county, and is the son of John

and Elizabeth (Anawalt) Miller, natives respect-

ively of this and Lehigh Counties. The Miller

family is a very old and highly honored one in this

locality, the first representative of which located

many years ago in North Whitehall Township.

John Miller was a tiller of the soil, in which oc-

cupation he was fairly successful. Of the family

of children whom he reared to mature years the

following survive : Eliza, the wife of Edward
Kleppinger; Mary, who married Samuel Joel;

Charles, living in Allentown; Annie, the wife of

James Young; Joel, the subject of this sketch; and
Samuel, who lives in West Point, Neb. Joel Miller

was reared to man's estate in his native county,

where his entire life has been passed. Like all the

lads of that early day, he attended the district school

during the odd seasons on the farm, and also was
a student in the schools of Easton for a time, and
making the best of his opportunities, managed to

gain a fair knowledge, to which he added by judi-

cious reading as he grew older.

When ready to establish a home of his own, Mr.
Miller was married, in 1859, to Miss Louisa Bach-
man, and to them were born five children, of whom
Thomas, Albert and George are living. John and
Rose are deceased. On the death of his wife, Mr.
Miller chose as his second companion Susan Graves.

His landed possessions include one hundred and

thirty broad acres, which by much hard work on

his part have been placed under the very best

methods of improvement, until they now rank

among the productive and attractive estates in

Lehigh Township.

In religious affairs Mr. Miller holds membership

with the Reformed Church, which he has served in

the official capacity of Deacon and Trustee. In

politics he never fails to cast his vote and influence

in favor of Democratic candidates. Having re-

sided in this county for so many years, he natur-

ally has been a witness of the marvelous changes

which have been going on all about him, and be-

ing progressive in every particular, he has always

"kept up with the times." He is held in high es-

teem by the citizens of the community, and is

highly esteemed by all whom he encounters either

in a business or social way.

•^^i

CTX LEXANDER P. LOCKHART, an old vet-

/ \ eran of the late war, is well known in his

community as a public-spirited and up-

right citizen. He is engaged in farm pursuits in

Allen Township, Northampton County, owning

thirty-eight acres of land. He was born in Lehigh

County, July 21, 1837, and is the son of William

and Eliza (Peter) Lpckhart, the former of whom
was born in Carbon County, this state, and the

latter in Lehigh County. The Lockhart family is

an old and prominent one in this locality, being

the prime movers in many enterprises which have

been for the good of their section.

Until six years of age, Alexander P. Lockhart

lived in Lehigh County, when he came with his

parents to this county, and entered the family of

Peter Shafer, a resident of Lehigh Township, with

whom he remained until attaining his majority.

He attended the common schools during the win-

ter months, and although not having many oppor-

tunities for acquiring knowledge, is to-day intelli-

gent and well informed.

The marriage of Mr. Lockhart occurred in 1866,

at which time Miss Sallie, daughter of Daniel and
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Elizabeth Gable, became his wife. Their daughter,

Mary E., is now the wife of William Hawk. After

his marriage Mr. Lockhart worked out on farms

for some time, and then purchased his present

property, which he has placed under the best meth-

ods of improvement, cultivating it in such a man-

ner as to reap the best results.

In religious affairs Mr. Lockhart is a member of

St. Paul's Lutheran Church. He is self-made in

every sense of the term, and in politics always

casts a Republican vote. September 25, 1862, he

eD listed in the Union army as a member of Com-

pany I, One Hundred and Fifty-third Pennsyl-

vania Infantry, and participated in many impor-

tant battles of that period, among which were

Chancellorsville and Gettysburg. He was wounded

at the latter place, and being unfit for further

duty, received an honorable discharge, returning

home July 25, 1863. As a matter of course he is

a Grand Army man, being a member of Fuller

Post, at Catasauqua, where he meets many of his

old comrades.

t-^m>^<w^

FRANKLIN M. HOWER, a prominent resi-

dent of Danielsville, Northampton Coun-

ty, has been engaged in slate quarrying

for over twenty-nine years. He is a native of this

county, having been born April 21, 1827, to John

J. and Mary Hower, also natives of Northampton

County, which was likewise the birthplace of

Grandfather John Hower, who rented land in

what is now known as Howertown, Allen Town-

ship, where he was an extensive and wealthy agri-

culturist.
'

Mr. Hower, the subject of this sketch, was given

a fair education in the district schools, and also

attended Easton Academy for two years. He has

always been a resident of this county. For over

a quarter of a century he was engaged as a butcher,

but in 1865 launched out in his present enterprise,

and for a number of years following had many

partners. Besides quarrying slate, he is engaged

in manufacturing, turning out slate roofing, school

slates, blackboards, mantels, etc., and does an ex-

tensive business, giving employment to one hun-

dred and fifty men in both quarry and factory.

The articles of which he makes a specialty are sold

in all the states and territories, and in the Domin-

ion of Canada. He is now conducting affairs

alone, and being an able and shrewd business man,

has ' acquired a handsome property, and ranks

among the best residents of the county.

Franklin M. Hower and Miss Lydia Kuntz, a

sister of David Kuntz. of Treichler's, were united

in marriage in 1852. Their union has resulted in

the birth of six children, all now living, namely:

Allen, at present a resident of Allentown; Jere-

miah, engaged as salesman and correspondent in

the quarry of his father; Henry, also connected

with the slate works; Amanda, the wife of Cyrus

March, bookkeeper for Mr. Hower; Mary, now Mrs.

Joseph Fry, of Allentown; and Sarah, who Is at

home.

In religious affairs Mr. Hower is a member in

good standing of the Lutheran Church, in which

he has held the offices of Deacon and Elder. He

is very public-spirited, in favor of everything for

the good of the community and to elevate society.

In politics he is a straightforward Republican,

and takes great interest in the success of the party.

His quarry is known as the Peach Hill Slate Quarry)

and is located in Lehigh Township, this county.

Besides this he is the proprietor of a seventy-five

acre tract of land, which is well improved in every

particular, and pleasantly located in Lehigh Town-

ship. He is also Director in the National Bank of

Catasauqua, and in various ways has aided in the

upbuilding of the community.

PETER J. LAUBACH. Northampton Coun-

ty has among its citizens many men of

more than average intelligence and abil-

ity, who are doing a great work for its advance-

ment. Prominent among these is Mr. Laubach,
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who is one of the foremost business men of North-

ampton, where he is the proprietor of a general

store and also engaged in operating a gristmill.

He was born in this county January 20, 1859, to

Samuel and Lucy A. Laubach, the former of whom
is deceased, and the mother is still residing in

Northampton. Peter J. Laubach was 'given a fine

education, pursuing his early studies in the com-

mon schools of his native place, and when four-

teen years of age attended Weaversville Academy,

where he took a thorough course, and later became

a student in the Franklin and Marshall College in

Lancaster.

After completing his education, Mr. Laubach

launched out in business on his own account, es-

tablishing a store in Northampton, where he car-

ries a stock valued at $8,000, and does an annual

business of $55,000. He also has a branch store

at Coplay, where his stock amounts to $5,000, and

the gross receipts from this establishment bring

him in $19,000. He is engaged in various enter-

prises, all of which he manages with great success

and satisfaction. In connection with his general

store he has a coal yard, a gristmill and an eighty-

acre farm. The latter bears all the improvements

usually found upon the estate of an enterprising

and wide-awake farmer, and is pleasantly located

in Allen Township. He has the management of

the property left by his father, in which he also

has an interest. In the store at Northampton he

gives employment to four clerks, besides the driver

on the delivery wagon. The Postoffice is located

in his establishment, the present postmaster being

W. G. Nagle. Mr. Laubach has also been the in-

cumbent of that responsible position, having been
appointed under the first administration of Cleve-
land.

The marriage of Mr. Laubach with Miss Mary C.
Deily occurred in 1889. Mrs. Laubach was born
in 1859, in Catasauqua, Lehigh County, and is the
daughter of George and Eliza Deily, who were
also born in Lehigh County. In his political re-

lations Mr. Laubach is a Democrat, believing
that party to be in the right. Religiously he is a
devoted member of the Reformed Church, in the
work of which he takes an active part. As will be
seen, he is one of the well-to-do residents of the

county, and as one of the useful citizens he is

highly esteemed in the community, and his serv-

ices are appreciated.

•3p=

HARVEY C. MASLAND, A. M., M. D., has

only recently been numbered among the

physicians of Bethlehem, but is meeting

with good success, and has a bright future before

him. He is well informed and a thorough stu-

dent, keeping closely in touch with the advance-

ment of ideas in his profession through study, by

taking the best medical jtfurnals, and by being

identified with medical societies that have for

their object the dissemination of knowledge of

both practical and theoretical value. He was born

in Philadelphia, and is a son pf C. H. Masland,

also a native of the Quaker City, and his wife, A.

R., who was the daughter of Rev. Christian Meyer,

a minister of the Evangelical Church. C. H.Mas-

land is now engaged as a carpet manufacturer in

Philadelphia, and is a successful business man. He
served for three years and eight months in a

Pennsylvania regiment during the Civil War, en-

listing first for a term of three months, and after-

ward re-enlisting in the service. Their family

comprises six children, of whom Dr. Masland is

the third in order of birth.

The youth of Dr. Harvey Masland was passed

in the Quaker City, where he attended the com-

mon and Central High School, graduating from

the latter in the Class of '88, with the degree of

Bachelor of Arts, and in 1893 he received the fur-

ther honor of being made Master of Arts. In the

fall of 1888 he became a student in the medical

department of the University of Pennsylvania,

from which justly famed institution he graduated

with the degree of Doctor of Medicine in 1891.

In order to become well equipped in practice as

well as theory, he was for a short time thereafter

in the Pennsylvania Hospital, later becoming
Senior Resident Physician in the City Hospital at

Wilkes Barre, where he remained for one year.

In April, 1893, Dr. Masland located in this city,
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opened his office at No. 115 South Main Street,

and has since been engaged in practice here. He
belongs to the Northampton County Medical As-

sociation, the Lehigh Valley Medical Association

and the State Medical Association, and occupies a

desirable place in the estimation of his brother

physicians. Religiously he is identified with the

Methodist Episcopal Church, and his manner is

such that he readily wins friends, who esteem him

highly for his sterling qualities.

T7> LMER ELLSWORTH BUSH, M. D., one

rfl of the enterprising and intelligent young

physicians of Bethlehem, has his office at

No. 409 North Main Street. Though he has not

long been engaged in practice in this city, he is suc-

ceeding in rapidly increasing his business, and is

making for himself a good reputation as a phy-

sician and surgeon. He was born at Chapman
Quarries, February 2, 1865. His grandfather, Sam-

uel Bush, was born in Moore Township, near

Petersville, and came from one of the old and re-

spected families of Northampton County. The

father of Dr. Bush, Harrison Bush, who was born

in the same locality, was engaged in farming near

Chapman Quarries for some years, later returning

to Bethlehem, where he makes his home/ His

wife, Sarah, a daughter of Benjamin Fehnel, was a

native of Chapman Quarries. The Fehnel family,

originally from Germany, were Lutherans in re-

ligious faith, and honest, industrious farmers, who
settled in a very early day in the vicinity of

Chapman Quarries.

Dr. E. E. Bush is the eldest of three sons. His

brother William is a wheelwright in Millport,

and his younger brother, Harvey, follows the call-

ing of pharmacy. Until seventeen years of age

the Doctor's boyhood was passed on his father's

farm, and his education up to that time was ob-

tained in the common schools. In 1882 he entered

Ulricb's Preparatory School, and two years later

was enrolled as a student in the Lehigh Univer-

sity, where he completed the Freshman year, his

course of study being maiDly along the line of

mine engineering. For three years following he

was a successful teacher in the public schools of

South Bethlehem, during which time he took up

the study of medicine, having as his preceptor Dr.

L. H. Lawall. In 1888, having made good prog-

ress in his studies, our subject entered the Balti-

more College of Physicians and Surgeons, and

after pursuing the prescribed course, graduated

therefrom with the degree of Doctor of Medicine,

in 1890. On commencing his active practice, the

Doctor located in South Bethlehem, opening an

office at No. 353 Broad Street, where he con-

tinued until the fall of 1893. Believing that his

field of work would be larger and better, he then

removed to his present location, at No. 409 North

Main Street, Bethlehem. An active worker in the

Republican party, he has served as a member of

the Republican City and County Committees from

his ward. Fraternally he belongs to the Junior

Order United American Mechanics.

July 14, 1888, Dr. Bush was married, in this

city, to Miss Sallie Kress, whose birth occurred in

Allentown, and to this worthy couple one child

was born, to whom they have given the name of

Palmer. Dr. Bush and his wife are well received

in the social circles of Bethlehem, where they

have a large number of friends and acquaintances.

r~y EORGE S. MAUSER, a prominent and

V/ T well known citizen of Bath, is a native of

Northampton County, born August 26,

1839, and a son of George A. and Anna M.

(Werner) Mauser, the former of whom was a na-

tive of Germany, while the latter was born in

Northampton County. In his youth George A.

Mauser bade adieu to his native land, and set forth

to make his fortune in the New World. On his

arrival in the United States he at once proceeded

to this county, which he continued to make his
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home until his death, which occurred several years

ago. By occupation he was a farmer, and made a

comfortable living for his family, giving them the

benefits of a fair general education.

In the usual manner of farmer lads, the early

years of the subject of this record were passed, his

time being devoted to assisting his father in the

farm work and in attendance upon the district

schools. He acquired a good common-school edu-

cation, and followed agricultural pursuits until

twenty-eight years of age. At that time he went

to Lehigh County, and engaged as a shipping clerk

for John R. Schall & Co., at Laury's Station. For

four years he was employed in that capacity in

the gristmilling business, after which he went to

Ironton, Pa., in that place, being one of the part-

ners and principal manager of the Lehigh Grain,

Coal and Lumber Company, and continuing in

that enterprise for three years.

In 1875 Mr. Mauser removed to Bath, where for

fourteen years he was engaged in the grain, coal

and lumber business, having John R. Schall for a

few years as a partner. Subsequently he bought

out that gentleman's interest, thus becoming sole

proprietor. Having acquired a good property, he

several years ago retired from active business, and
is now living in the enjoyment of a well earned

competence. For some time he was a member of

the firm <jf Oden welder, Mauser & Co., of the Bath
Knitting Works, with which he was connected un-

til May, 1894, when he sold out his interest.

Formerly he was identified with the gristmilling

business in partnership with his brother, J. B.

Mauser, at Treichler's, but disposed of his share to

the concern now known as the Mauser Milling Co.

For his companion and helpmate on life's jour-

ney Mr. Mauser married Sarah Ackerman, who
was born in Northampton County, and is a daugh-
ter of the late Isaac Ackerman. Mr. and Mrs.

Mauser have become the parents of four children,

three of whom are living. Clara M., the eldest, is

the wife of A. H. Cressman; Frank B. and Mar-
garet E. live with their parents; and Anna A. is

deceased.

A public-spirited man, Mr. Mauser is identified

with the Republican party, and is greatly inter-

ested in the success of its principles, Religiously,

he is a member of the Lutheran Church, and is a

man of upright and trustworthy character, who

justly merits the esteem which is accorded him.

He is truly a self-made man, having acquired his

comfortable fortune entirely through the exercise

of his good business qualities and steady applica-

tion to business. Possessed of unusual foresight

and sagacity, he has made investments which have

brought him fair returns, and he has thus been en-

abled to lay aside an amply sufficient amount of

means to enable him to pass his declining years

surrounded by many of the luxuries as well as the

necessities of life.

/~^APT. JOSEPH MATCHETTE, agent for

\^_y tne Atlantic Dynamite Company and the

Ingersoll-Sergeant Drill Company, both

of New York, has been a resident of Catasauqua

since 1852. He is a native of England, having

been born in Seacombe, County of Chester, March
18, 1841. His paternal ancestors were originally

from Normandy and came to England at the time

of William the Conqueror. Grandfather Richard

Matchette was born in Ireland, where he engaged
in business as a butcher and stock-dealer. Emi-
grating to the United States, he settled in Cum-
berland County, Pa., and there remained until

death.

Captain Matchette's father, also named Joseph,

was born, reared and married in Ireland, whence
he removed to Liverpool, England, and secured

employment in a brickyard there. Later he went
to Seacombe, where he worked in the ultramarine

blue factory. Three of his children preceded him
to the United States, and in 1852 he, with other

members of the family, took passage on the sail-

ing-vessel "Rio Grande." Reaching Philadelphia

after a voyage of eight weeks, they came by stage

to Catasauqua, where the father became an employe
of the Crane Iron Company, being for some time

their bridge watchman. At the age of. about fifty-
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two he passed away, June 27, 1862, ten years to a

day from the date of his arrival in Catasauqua.

In religious belief he was an Episcopalian.

Susanna Truman, as the Captain's mother was

known in maidenhood, was born in Ireland, being

a daughter of Thomas Truman, likewise a native

of the Emerald Isle. She died in Catasauqua in

1889, aged eighty-five years. In her family there

were nine children, of whom eight grew to mature

years, and all came to Pennsylvania. At the pres-

ent time (1894) three sons and three daughters

are living. Three sons, John, George and Joseph,

served in the Civil War. John, now a resident of

Catasauqua, was Corporal of the Fifty-first Ohio

Infantry; and George, whose home is now in Steel-

ton, Pa., enlisted in the One Hundred and Eighty-

sixth Pennsylvania Infantry and served until the

close of the war. Two brothers-in-law also partic-

ipated in the defense of the Union.

The subject of this record was a student in the

Episcopal schools of England prior to coming to

America. At the time of coming here his two

brothers were on the canal, Richard owning a

canalboat and two mules, and for two or three

seasons he was employed as towboy. Meantime

the winter months were spent in the public schools.

When fourteen years old he began hauling iron

ore for the Crane Iron Company, continuing thus

employed for one year, and afterward, for the same

company, he helped load wheelbarrows for the

furnace. Being an observing lad, he gained a suf-

ficient knowledge of engineering to enable him to

run a stationary pump engine, and this he contin-

ued for a year or two. When the tracks were laid

by the company to their furnace from the Lehigh

Valley and the Catasauqua & Fogelsville roads, he

was engaged in firing on the "Hercules" locomotive

for six months, after which, for six months, he was

fireman on the Catasauqua & Fogelsville road.

Later he ran an engine between this city and

Trexlertown until 1860, when, desirous of perfect-

ing his knowledge of engineering, he entered the

machine shops of the Crane Company as a ma-

chinist.

Shortly after the outbreak of the Civil War the

subject of this sketch enlisted, in August, 1861, in

8 company organized by Capt. A-rnold C. Lewis, a

veteran of the Mexican War. The company was
united with one from Bethlehem under Captain

Selfridge (whoafterward became Lieutenant-Colo-

nel of the same regiment), and was known as Com-
pany C, Forty-sixth Pennsylvania Infantry. Cor-

poral Matchette was mustered into the service at

Harrisburg, and in September marched with his

regiment into Washington, camping on the heights

near that city. Thence they went to Darnestown,

Md. (where Major Lewis was killed), and thence to

Ball's Bluff, participating in an engagement there

in October, 1861. Going into winter quarters at

Frederick City, Md., the troops remained there

until after Christmas, when they marched to

Hagerstown through the deep snow. At Hancock,

on the Upper Potomac, on the 4th of January,

1862, they had a skirmish with the enemy and

spent the remainder of the winter there, engaged

in reconnoitering.

Crossing the river at Williamsport, the regiment

marched to Martinsburg, Va., and the Shenandoah

Valley, taking part in several engagements there.

After the battle of Kernstown, March 23, 1862,

they fell back to Winchester, where one day later

a severe battle was fought. About that time our

subject was promoted to the rank of Sergeant.

After the second battle of Winchester, May 19,

1862, they inarched to Front Royal, where they

had a skirmish with the Confederates, May 23.

They then marched to Warrenton and Culpeper,

and August 9, 1862, took part in the battle of

Cedar Mountain, where out of five hundred men

less than one hundred were left to tell the story of

the day, the others being either killed, wounded or

taken prisoners.

It was at this battle that Sergeant Matchette was

severely wounded in the abdomen. Directly after

this he noticed the flag go down, but though weak

from the effect of this injury he grasped the flag

staff and held it upright, so that the Stars and

Stripes waved in the breeze, until increasing weak-

ness obliged him to turn it over to some one else,

and with the pluck characteristic of him he re-

ported to the regiment from the field hospital the

following day. He was at White Sulphur Springs

August 25, 1862, Bull Run August 27, the second

engagement at that place three days later, Chan-
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tilly September 1, South Mountain September 14,

Boonesboro the same day, and Antietam on the

16th and 17th.

Sickness and death had so reduced the company

that at this time it contained only twelve men.

The regiment was temporarily with the One Hun-

dred and Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry,

becoming the color company of the regiment, hav-

ing only sufficient numbers to represent one full

company. The winter was passed at Maryland

Heights, and while there Sergeant Matchette was

commissioned First Sergeant. In December, 1862,

they went to Fairfax Court House, Va., and were

there during the battle of Fredericksburg. At
Fairfax Court House he was promoted to the rank

of First Lieutenant of the same company, and ac-

companied his regiment to Stafford Court House,

where he served as Acting Adjutant. At this place

they went into winter quarters. He participated

-in the hard fighting at Chancellorsville May 1-5,

1863, and narrowly escaped capture by the enemy.

July 1-4 Lieutenant Matchette participated in

the battle of Gettysburg, July 6-11 was at Ha-
gerstown, Md., and later at Brandy Station. Via

the Baltimore & Ohio, the Eleventh and Twelfth

Corps, to whicli the Forty-sixth Regiment belonged,

went to Murfreesboro, Tenn., joining the Army
of the Cumberland, with which they took part in

the fighting with bushwhackers and cavalry at

Fayetteville, Tenn., and later at the battle of

Lookout Mountain, November 14. During the

following winter he was especially selected and
given charge of a picked company of mounted in-

fantry from the regiment, with whom he scoured

the country for guerrillas, and while thus engaged
he had numerous skirmishes and narrow escapes.

At this period the regiment re-enlisted at Decherd,
Tenn., for three years, or during the war, after

which they were given a thirty-days furlough
and returned home.

After spending a short furlough at home, Cap-
tain Matchette returned to the front, in March
1864, and marched over the Cumberland Moun-
tains to Chattanooga, from which point commenced
Sherman's campaign. The engagements in which
he next took part were as follows: Tunnel Hill

May 7, 1864; Buzzard's Roost, May 8; Snake Creek

Gap, May 8-10; Resaca, May 15-16; Adairsville,

Ga., May 17-18; Cassville, May 19-22; Cassville

Station, May 25; Pumpkin Vine Creek, May 25 to

June 4; Dallas or New Hope Church (at which place

he was selected for promotion to the Captaincy of

Company I, the same regiment, for meritorious

services on the field) May 25; Burnt Hickory,

June 4; Big Shanty, June 6; Lost Mountain, June

9-30; Pine Mountain June 14; Culp's Farm, June

22; Kenesaw Mountain, July 2; Peach Tree Creek,

July 19-20; Atlanta, July 25-28, and the siege of

Atlanta from July 28 to September 2. Moving

into the city on the latter date, they held it until

November 15, when General Sherman started for

the sea. During this campaign the regiment lost

in the neighborhood of seventy-five men, fifty of

whom are now buried in the National Cemetery

at Marietta, Ga., besides a great number who were

wounded.

On that memorable march Captain Matchette

and his men took part in several engagements,

among which may be mentioned Milledgeville,

Ga., in November, 1864, and Savannah, Decem-

ber 10-21. In Savannah they lived on rice and

acorns until they captured Ft. McAllister, where

they were supplied by the Government vessels.

The Carolina campaign commenced with the bat-

tle at Edislaw River in February, 1865; Columbia,

S. C, February 15-18; Cheraw, S. C, March 2;

Chesterfield Court House, March 3; Smithfield,

March 10; Averysboro, March 15-16; Bentonville,

March 18-21; Goldsboro, March 21-24; and Ra-

leigh, N. C, April 7-13. Next they went to

Greensboro, where General Johnston surrendered,

April 27, 1865, to Sherman's army, which event

marked the close of the war. Marching back to

Raleigh, they had a review, and thence started for

Washington, via Richmond and Alexandria. Cap-

tain Matchette was detailed for court-martial duty

June 26, 1865, after having the day previous partic-

ipated in the Grand Review at Washington. He
was mustered out at Harrisburg July 22, the dis-

charge being dated at Alexandria, Va., the 16th of

the same month, after a service of three years and

eleven months., Altogether he took part in fifty-

two battles.

Resuming the pursuits of civil life, the CaptaiD
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again entered the machine shops of the Catasau-

qua & Fogelsville Railroad, where for a time he

repaired engines. Later he ran an engine between

this city and Trexlertown for several months,

when he was promoted to the position of Road-

master. Three years later he resigned and gave

his attention to building railroads, being thus en-

gaged in the Saucon Valley, also in Cbattanooga,

Atlanta, Selma, and other Southern cities. For

some months he was foreman in the construction

of the Alabama & Chattanooga Railroad, now

known as the Queen & Crescent.

Going South with the intention of locating,

Captain Matchette took his family to Gadsden,

Ala., intending later to locate at Birmingham, but

not liking the location, in 1870 he came back to

Catasauqua. For a time he was in a roller-mill,

later was in the machine shops of the Crane Com-

pany, and also ran a steam drill at Jordan Quarry,

of which he was foreman. Until 1882 he con-

tracted the quarry for the Crane and Thomas

Companies, but when the stone was condemned he

left the quarry. Since then he has been agent for

the Atlantic Dynamite Company, and is agent

for the Ingersoll-Sergeant Drill Company. He also

has many varieties of machines and drills. His

route lies between the Delaware and Susquehanna

Rivers, and his annual sales aggregate a large sum.

During his furlough from the army in the win-

ter of 1863-64, Captain Matchette returned to

Catasauqua, and here, April 8, 1863, married Miss

Fannie E. Lazarus, who was born in Lehigh

County. Her father, Joseph Lazarus, was an old

settler of this county, and for some years was a

saddler, but now lives retired. The Captain and

his wife are the parents of nine children, as fol-

lows: Minerva L., at home; Adah S., the wife of

John E. Walters, of Catasauqua; J. D., his father's

assistant; Blanche T., Fannie M., Thomas Truman,

Sophia S., John Logan and T. Sherman.

For some years Captain Matchette served as

School Director. In politics he is a stanch Repub-

lican, and for several years has served as a member

of the Republican County Committee. After the

war he was the nominee of his party for County

Treasurer, and in 1888 was nominated for the

Legislature, but in both elections the Democrats

lt5

won. Socially he is Past Master of the Masonic

fraternity, and represented the Knights of Honor

in the Grand Lodge. He has been Past Com-
mander of Fuller Post No. 378, G. A. R., and is

now one of its Trustees. He is a member and has

been Major of the Union Veterans' Legion, located

at Allentown. In his religious belief he is a Pres-

byterian and is Elder of the First Church here.

In the work of the Sunday-school he is especially

interested, and is the present Superintendent.

Qz .J*®
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HARRY Y. HORN, M. D. Since 1880 this

gentleman has been engaged in the prac-

tice of medicine and surgery at Coplay,

and is well and favorably known throughout Le-

high County. He has always been a thoughtful

student and keeps thoroughly abreast of the times

in his knowledge of the sciences that pertain to his

chosen profession. To new theories and practical

tests he gives earnest heed, incorporating all that

is best in his own practice. In his labors he has

shown sound judgment, both in the diagnosis and

treatment of diseases, and has the confidence of

all as a skillful, reliable practitioner.

A native af Catasauqua, Pa., our subject was

born January 18, 1859, and is a son of Melchior

and Matilda L. (Heller) Horn,.who were born in

Easton, Pa. The paternal ancestors were of Swiss

and Scotch origin, while the mother traced her lin-

eage to Germany. The Horn family was repre-

sented in the Revolution, and several of that name

participated in the War of 1812, also in the Mexi-

can War. Melchior Horn was a Colonel in the

Union army during the Rebellion, and one of his

sons, William H., also took part in that conflict.

It will thus be seen that the family has been noted

for valor and patriotism and has been at the front

to defend our country whenever its freedom or

rights were threatened.

In Catasauqua the subject of this sketch received

his preliminary education and subsequently for
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two years attended Lehigh University at Bethle-

hem, Pa. After completing his literary studies he

read medicine for three years with Dr. M. E. Horn-

beck, of Catasauqua and took a course of lectures

at Jefferson Medical College at Philadelphia dur-

ing the winters of 1876-77 and 1878-79, gradu-

ating March 12, 1879. He opened an offiee at

Laury's Station, Pa., and entered upon the prac-

tice of his profession, continuing at that place un-

til he came to Coplay in 1880.

The marriage of Dr. Horn took place November

9, 1882, and united him with Miss Annie Heller,

who was born in Allentown, Pa., being the daugh-

ter of Peter Heller, of that city. Six children bless

this union, Matilda H., Isabella T., George P., Rob-

ert T., Anna M. and Harry Y. In his social con-

nections the Doctor is identified with the Lehigh

Valley Medical Association and the Lehigh Coun-

ty Medical Society, having served as President of

the latter organization. He is a member of the

Lehigh Valley Railway Surgeons' Association and

the National Association of Railway Surgeons. In

addition to his professional duties he is interested

in business and is serving as Treasurer of the Cop-

lay Knitting Mill Company.

1>-*<#N^-

GT^r UGUST STEITZ is a man much respected

/—\ in Catasauqua, where he is engaged in the

manufacture of baskets. He is ex-Super-

visor, and by his strict morality and integrity of

purpose has furnished an excellent example to

others, and has at various times been of great serv-

ice to his friends. He was born in Germany, April

4, 1826, and has resided in America since May 2,

1854. His father, John Steitz, was also a native of

the Fatherland, where he carried on the occupa-

tion of a carpenter and builder. He departed this

life in his native land in 1846, when in his sixty-

second year. His good wife, Mrs. Elizabeth

(Schidts) Steitz, survived him many years, dying

when seyenty-five years of age. Of their ten chil-

dren only three grew to mature years: Conrad,

who died in South America; August, of whom we

write; and Henry, whose decease occurred in Al-

lentown.

August Steitz was reared to mature years in his

native land, and was confirmed at the age of four-

teen. He worked on farms for six years thereafter,

and then entered the German army, becoming a

member of the Second Regiment, Seventh Com-

pany. In the winter of 1852 he was married to

Miss Christiana Bornemann, also a native of Ger-

many, where she was given a good education.

There Mr. Steitz learned the art of basket-making,

and two years after his marriage he set sail from

Bremen with his family, on the vessel " Louisa,"

which landed them in New York after a tedious voy-

age of six weeks. He immediately made his way

to this state, and for two years was hostler in one

of the hotels in Philadelphia. In November of

that year he found work in the Eberhart .Stone

quarry, where he remained for nine years, and

during that time made baskets evenings.

After leaving the quarry, Mr. Steitz located on

a small tract of land in East Catasauqua, where he

eDgaged in raising garden stuff, which was mar-

keted in the city. After being twelve years thus

occupied, he spent the following six years as an

employe in the foundry of Davies & Thomas.

At the expiration of that time he abandoned all

other kinds of work, and has since given his entire

time to the manufacture of baskets. His residence

is located at No. 426 Race Street, and few of the

old residents of East Catasauqua have been more

thoroughly identified with its various interests

than he.

To Mr. and Mrs. Steitz were born seven children,

namely: Henry G., Christian IL, Conrad A., John

W.; Augusta D., now Mrs. John Brophy; Franklin

L; and Elizabeth C, the wife of C. J. Deily. In

1872 Mr. Steitz was elected Supervisor of Upper

Hanover Township, serving a term of two years.

In 1891 he was re-elected to the same position, and

has also held the position of Collector of that

township. Religiously he is a member of St. Paul's

Lutheran Church, and is active in all good works

in his community. His political adherence is given

to the principles of Democracy, and (or several
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years he has beeD a member of the County Com-

mittee, and served as delegate to various conven-

tions. He is one of those courteous, genial men

who have always a high place in the regard of the

community in which they reside.

REV. THOMAS J. HACKER, pastor of the

Zion Reformed Church of Allentown, was

born in Lancaster County, Pa., September

24, 1854, and is a son of Levi and Harriet (Yeager)

Hacker. He was educated in the public schools of

his native country, and in the Franklin and Marshall

College, where he pursued his studies for some

time. Wishing to take up the work of the minis-

try, in 1876 he entered the Theological Seminary

of the Reformed Church in Lancaster, where he

pursued a full course of study, and on the 10th of

May, 1879, was graduated from that institution.

He had previously engaged in teaching school, in

order that he might acquire the necessary means

with which to acquire a theological education.

When he had completed his collegiate course he was

ordained for the ministry of the Reformed Church,

on the, 17th of July, 1879, and received and ac-

cepted a call from St. John's Reformed Church of

Shamokin, Pa. He at once entered upon the du-

ties of the pastorate, and continued there for eleven

years and four months. He won not only the love

of his own people, but the esteem and confidence

of those of other denominations, and the church

was materially increased and strengthened during

his ministry, the membership growing from one

hundred and seventy-six to seven hundred and

twenty. While there he organized the Northumber-

land County Sunday-school Association, and for

three years served as its President, doing effective

work in that capacity.

On the 28th of October, 1890, Mr. Hacker came
to Allentown, as pastor of the Zion Reformed
Church of this city, which was organized as early

as 1762. The church has a membership of seven

hundred and fifty, and under his leadership it is

increasing. It is in good working condition, the

services are well attended, and pastor and people

are in harmony with one another, so that great

good can be accomplished. The present structure

is a fine stone edifice, and is neatly and tastefully

furnished with all that pertains to such a building.

In the year 1875 Mr. Hacker was united in mar-

riage with Miss Susan E. Meckley, daughter of

William Meckley, of Lancaster County, Pa. Their

union has been blessed with, one son, Oswald W.,

who is still at home with his parents. Mrs. Hacker

has proved a faithful companion and helpmate to

her husband in various lines of church work, and

wherever she goes she wins many warm friends on

account of her excellences of character. Mr. Hacker

is a good speaker, studies deeply, and the high re-

gard in which he is held by the members of his

congregation is shown by his long continuance

with the different churches with which he has

been connected. He has on several occasions repre-

sented the church on the floor of the General Synod,

and is filling his second term as a member of the

Board of Home Missions of the Reformed Church.
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0YRUS KUNTZ, of Allentown, has been for

over twenty years a resident of this place,

and as a newspaper man has been active

and earnest in the development and progress of

the city. He was born October 7, 1853, in Slating-

ton, Lehigh County, where he was reared to man-

hood. After receiving a good general education

he commenced his business career by working as a

compositor on the News of that town, and subse-

quently on the Morning Herald of Allentown. La-

ter he was a reporter on the Herald, and became

editor of the Allentown Item when it was started,

some seventeen years ago in January.

When a few years had'passed Mr. Kuntz became

a partner in the publication of The Item, and in

1890, his partner having died, he purchased his in-

terest and has since that time been sole owner and

publisher of the paper, It is the daily Democratic
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journal of the city and county, and has a large

circulation in this locality. The paper wields no

small influence in molding; the opinions of the peo-

ple on all subjects, particularly on political ques-

tions. Mr. Kuntz learned the rudiments of his

trade as a printer in the Slatington JVews office.

The Item is a four-page paper, 27^x44 inches, and

having nine columns to a page.

The marriage of Mr. Kuntz was celebrated in

Allentown in 1880, his wife being Laura M., a

daughter of the late Stephen Dornblaser. Hus-

band and wife are members of St. Michael's Luth-

eran Church. Fraternally Mr. Kuntz is identi-

fied with several secret societies. He is a mem-
ber of the Board of Trade, and Treasurer of the

Lehigh Valley Editorial Association. He is also a

Director of the Mechanical Loan and Building Asso-

ciation. The father of our subject was Moses Kuntz,

who was born in 1827, and was a well-to-do busi-

ness man of Slatington. On arriving at a suitable

age he was united in marriage with Miss Leah

Wert, whose father, Conrad Wert, was a resident

of Lehigh County, and one of the early settlers

and farmers in the northern part of the county.

JAMES W. MICKLEY, who is now deceased,

came of an old and prominent family in Le-

high County, who traced their ancestry back

to John Jacob Michelet, a Huguenot, who
emigrated to America prior to the Revolutionary
War. During that conflict he conveyed the old
Liberty bell in his wagon when it was taken from
Philadelphia to Allentown and hidden under the
floor of the old Reformed Church in order to se-

cure it from the British.

Jacob Mickley, the father of our subject, was
born on the old homestead in Whitehall Township,
March 27, 1794. His father, Jacob Mickley, Sr.,

participated in the Revolutionary War, and was a
son of John Jacob Mickley, who was born in Le-
high County. His father, who also bore the name

of John Jacob, was born in Alsace, France. The

father of our subject in 1826 purchased the home

farm, which he operated, and in 1851 he erected

thereon a good dwelling, in which he lived until

his death, in 1888. His good wife, Mrs. Anna
(Kern) Mickley, departed this life in 1880.

James W. Mickley was reared on that farm, and

early in life removed to Allentown. While there

engaging as a clerk in a store, his leg was very

seriously hurt, and he was obliged to go to St. Jo-

seph's Catholic Hospital in Philadelphia, where it

was amputated. After recovering he came to Cata-

sauqua, where he was teller in the National Bank

and later worked in the interests of the Thomas

Iron Company, being Superintendent of the ore

beds located at Hokendauqua. Later he became a

stockholder in that company, with which he was

connected until his decease.

Mr. Mickley was a public-spirited man, who gave

his aid and influence for the promotion of every

enterprise which would benefit the community.

He was particularly interested in educational work,

and together with his brother Edward, secured the

introduction of free books into the public schools.

He was a Republican in politics, and represented

his party at state conventions, and presided over

the county conventions. He was very popular in

Allentown and this city, and his death, which oc-

curred in 1880, was deeply felt by his many friends

in this locality. He was very patriotic in senti-

ment and action, and during the late war, when

Pennsylvania was threatened by the enemy, he en-

tered the service and was given a place in the com-

missary department. He lived an honorable and

upright life, and was a devoted member of the

Presbyterian Church in Hokendauqua.

The lady to whom our subject was married,

September 30, 1862, was Miss Annie Cooper. She

was born in Mauch Chunk, and was the daughter

of Andrew Cooper, one of the old settlers of that

place, and one of the contractors in the buildiug

of the canal. He died when quite young. The

mother of Mrs. Mickley was prior to her marriage

Miss Eliza Kohler, and her ancestors were also

French Huguenots. Mrs. Mickley was the young-

est but one in a family of five children, and was

reared in her native place, but later came to Cata-
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sauqua to make her home with her sister, Mrs. Lau-

baeh. One of her brothers, Charles Cooper, en-

listed in 1862 in the navy under Admiral Farragut,

and is now an officer in the United States navy.

Since the death of her husband Mrs. Mickley has

made her home in this city, having a comfortable

residence located on the corner of Third and Pine

Streets. She has three children, Mabel, Fred and

Ralph. Like her husband, she is a member of the

Presbyterian Church.
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JOSEPH ALEXANDER RICE. The Rice fam-

ily, native to the British Isles, dates back

with certainty over four hundred years. Jus-

tin Winsor, Librarian of Harvard College, in

his monograph on Columbus, gives the name of one

Irishman, William Rice, as a member of his party

who discovered America in 1492. Edmund Rice,

born in England in 1594, and who settled in Massa-

chusetts in 1638, was the progenitor of the New
England branch of the family.

The paterral ancestors of the subject of our

sketch are first: Rev. Owen Rice, born at Haverford

West in Wales, who came to America in 1742; sec-

ond: Rev. David Heckewelder, born at Zauchten-

thal, Moravia, in 1711, who came to America in

1754. On the maternal side are, first: Michael Lei-

bert, who emigrated from Germany to America in

1727; and second: Martin Nitchmann, who was born

in Zauchtenthal, Moravia, in 1714, and who came
to America in 1749. Martin Nitchmann was a

relative of Father David Nitchmann, who felled

the first tree to build the first house of Bethlehem,

Pa., in 1741.

Joseph Rice (born 1785, died 1831), grandson
of Rev. Owen Rice, and grandfather of Joseph Al-

exander Rice, married Ann Salome Heckewelder,

who was born August 13, 1784, and died January

15, 1857. Her father, Rev. John Heckewelder, was

the distinguished missionary to the Indians, and
the friend of the leading statesmen and generals

of our country in the years immediately after the

Revolutionary War. Ann Salome Heckewelder was

the first white child born in what is now the state

of Wisconsin. Joseph Rice, with his four brothers,

graduated from the store of his father, Owen Rice

(second). Besides filling positions of trust in the

Moravian Church, he was appointed Postmaster by
the Federal Government, and by the Governor of

the state to the life-tenure office of Justice of the

Peace.

James Alexander Rice, son of Joseph and father

of Joseph Alexander, was born March 8, 1814, and

died September 9, 1850. At eleven years of age

he entered his uncle's store, was later admitted as

a partner, and in 1844 set up for himself in a busi-

ness which was marked with success from the

start. He was one of the most progressive men of

his day in church, politics and business. An ar-

dent Whig, he was appointed Postmaster by Presi-

dent Zachary Taylor in 1848. He was removed

from earth by typhoid fever in 1850, when in the

prime of life. In 1839 he was united in marriage

with Charlotte Josephine Leibert, who was born in

1813 and died in 1884, being a daughter of Joseph

and Rebecca (Nitchmann) Leibert. Her mother

was the granddaughter of Rev. Martin Nitchmann,

who with his wife, Susannah, lost their lives for

the Gospel in the Gnadenhutten massacre by the

Indians on the Mahoning, near Lehighton, Carbon

County, Pa., in. November, 1755. He was thus

closely related by birth and by marriage with the

Nitchmann and Heckewelder families, names than

which none others in the annals of the American

Moravian Church stand higher for self-sacrificing

labors and signal triumphs in the extension of the

old cause, for the sake of which the Nitchmanns

and the Heckewelders of the preceding generations

forsook their houses and their farms in Moravia,

to escape the Austrian tyranny which had crushed

out the Protestantism of Huss and Comenius.

At his death James Alexander Rice left a widow

and four children. The widow succeeded her hus-

band to the Postmastership of Bethlehem, and held

it until the expiration of the term. Two sons,

William Henry and Joseph Alexander, represent
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the fifth generation in a direct line from the first

ancestor of the family in America. William Henry

has followed the profession of Owen Rice (first),

that of a clergyman, and is now pastor of the New
York church ministered to by his ancestor one hun-

dred and fifty years ago.

Like his father and great-grandfather, Joseph A.

Rice is a merchant. He was born March 28, 1844,

and was educated in the parochial school of the

Moravian Church in Bethlehem, both in its general

and academical departments. As is well known,

this church, both in Europe and America, has aD

enviable reputation for the high standard of its

educational establishments. In 1860 he entered

the store founded by his ancestor in 1822, and at

that time conducted by his father's successor, John
Lerch. He was thoroughly trained in business,

and was admitted as a partner in 1865, before he

was quite of age. In 1871 he built a new store,

in accordance with modern ideas, and in 1883 its

capacity was greatly enlarged. He remained a

partner of John Lerch for twenty-one years, until

the latter's death in 1886.

A partnership with Frank J. Lerch was entered

upon in 1886, and in 1891 Mr. Rice erected an en-

tirely new store building on the site of the original

Bee Hive. This structure is 50x180 feet, with
three stories and high basement, and is recognized

as a model of its kind. A corner-stone was laid

with interesting ceremonies in the spring of 1891,

and in December of the same year the opening of

the new building took place in the presence of an
immense crowd. The firm is now The Lerch & Rice
Company, and is well and favorably known in

city and country. A successful and increasing

business is conducted on the very spot where the
little village store was founded in 1822 by Owen
Rice (third).

Joseph A. Rice is a man of intense activity and
force of character. When a young man of only
fifteen years, he took a decided interest in Sunday-
school and Young Men's -Christian Association
affairs, and for twenty-five years he was a leading
spirit in these organizations. He was Superintend-
ent of the Sunday-school connected with his elmrch
the largest in the town, and managed it for years
with signal success. For seventeen years he was

Secretary of the American Moravian Board of

Church Extension, and for five years served as

Secretary of the School Board of his church, and

was active in raising the standard of this educa-

tional institution.

In 1888 the synod of the Moravian Church in

America appointed Mr. Rice a member of a special

committee to raise funds to erect a new theological

seminary. He was elected Secretary of the com-

mittee, and it was largely owing to his enthusiastic

leadership in this work of his life that the com-

mittee was able to present to the synod of 1892 a

new theological institution, free from debt, the

value of which at its completion was at least $80-

000.

As a citizen, Mr. Rice is intensely patriotic and

progressive. An ardent Republican from princi-

ple and a thorough protectionist, he is not afraid

to assert his independence of party, if the occasion,

in his judgment, demands it. He has never filled

any political office nor desired to do so. His war

record is limited to an enlistment in the Fifth Penn-

sylvania Militia, called into service in 1862 during

the invasion of Pennsylvania by the rebels. He
was a private in Company D, Capt. Joseph Peters,

and enlisted from Bethlehem.

In 1866 Mr. Rice married Miss Mary Christina,

daughter of the late Rev. Edward Ron dtbaler. She

was born in 1846 and died in 1885, leaving three

children, namely: Robert Huntington, who was

born November 4, 1879; Louise Josephine andlsa-

belle Christine (twins), born October 5, 1882. In

1887, in Bethlehem, Mr. Rice was united in mar-

riage with Miss Emma Julia Rond thaler, who was

born October 27, 1855, and is a daughter of the

late Rev. Ambrose Rondthaler, a distinguished edu-

cator, and the former Principal of the Moravian

parochial school. By this marriage Mr. Rice has

had three children, of whom one son, Owen Rond-

thaler, born October 10, 1893, is living.

A recent event of great interest was the reunion

of the Class of '59, of which Mr. Rice was a mem-

ber. Out of nine members, seven are living, five

of whom complete their fiftieth year in 1894, and

the other two in the year 1895. An interesting

item brought out on this occasion was the fact that

all are doing well, and that no cloud darkened the
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record of any member of the class, a result largely

attributed to the faithful work and happy influence

of their preceptor, the late Rev. Ambrose Rond-

thaler.

DANIEL PETERS. All people of true sensi-

bility and a just regard for the memory of

those who have departed this life cherish

the details of the histories of those whose careers

have been marked by uprightness and truth, and

whose lives have been filled with acts of useful-

ness. Such a man was Daniel Peters, formerly a

resident of North Whitehall Township, this coun-

ty. He was born in Washington Township, De-

cember 4, 1833, and was the son of Daniel and

Maria (Fenstermacher) Peters. Further mention of

the parents will be made in the sketch of Neri

Peters, of Egypt, this state, who is a brother of

our subject.

The subject of this sketch passed the first six-

teen years of his life in Washington Township.

During his boyhood days he aided in the im-

provement of the farm, and when opportunity al-

lowed attended the district schools, where he gained

the rudiments of his education. He was deprived

of the Care of his parents by death when six years

of age, and remained in his native place for ten

years thereafter; he then came to Whitehall Town-

ship and began working at the boot and shoe

trade. After thoroughly mastering this industry

he owned and conducted a shop of his own in this

township, in which he was fairly successful.

When ready to establish a home of his own

,

Daniel Peters was married, January 17, 1858, to

Miss Susannah Bertsch, who was born in this

township January 30, 1839. The lady was the

daughter of John and Susannah (Guth) Bertsch,

the former of whom was born in Northampton

County, and the latter was a native of this coun-

ty. Mrs. Bertsch died October 19, 1869, and her

husband survived her until November 13, 1875,

passing away when past eighty years of age. The

brothers and sisters of Mrs. Peters who survive are

John, Reuben, Thomas, Daniel, Eli; Elizabeth, the

widow of William Saeger; and Sarah, the wife of

Samuel Kuntz.

Our subject was a devoted member of the Re-

formed Church of Egypt, and during his life held

most of the official positions in that body. He
was a firm believer in the political doctrines of the

Republican party, and therefore cast his vote with

that element. He was successful in his occupa-

tion as an agriculturist, and left a good estate,

upon which his widow still resides. He gave his

aid to all public measures having for their object

the promotion of the welfare of the people, and

when called from time to eternity, May 12, 1890,

was mourned by a large circle of friends.

.J. .5. .$.4.,}

i****^

THOMAS RITTER, deceased. Perhaps there

is no name more familiarly or favorably

known in Lehigh County than the one

above mentioned. This is not alone due to the

fact that its owners have been residents of the

county for years, but is also true for the reason

that the name has been very intimately associated

with the moral, social and financial growth of the

county.

Thomas Ritter was born in this county May 9,

1808, and was a son of Hon. Michael and Mar-

garet (Orner) Ritter, both of whom were natives

of Pennsylvania. The father was the founder of

the village of Rittersville, where he was a promi-

nent business man and kept a hotel for many

years. He led a busy and useful life, and was

a self-made man, who through his own efforts

achieved success. He died March 17, 1854, greatly

mourned by all who knew him.

The subject of this sketch passed his entire life

in Rittersville, and for many years was a promi-

nent farmer in that locality. In 1881 he aban-

doned the life of an agriculturist, and two years

later was called hence. He was preceded to the

better land by his good wife, who died in 1881.
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The latter prior to her marriage was Miss Anna

Maria, daughter of Christian Queer. By her union

with our subject she became the mother of three

children, of whom Sarah M. is the only survivor.

Those deceased are Amelia and Asher T. The

elder daughter was born November 25, 1833, in

this county, and received a good education for

that early day.

"When the father of our subject first located in

the village which afterward bore his name the

country round about was thinly settled and In-

dians were very numerous in the neighborhood.

He bore his share in the upbuilding and develop-

ment of the county, and was ever found in the

front rank of those enterprises calculated to pro-

mote the general welfare. In 1828 he was elected

to the Legislature on the Democratic ticket. His

many excellences of character won for him high

regard, and his friends throughout the community

were very many.

T~> LMER 0. REYER, a prominent young at-

| Cy torney of Northampton County, has thus

far in life made a pronounced success in

his profession. It often seems that the younger
men outstrip their elders in the race for profes-

sional and"political honors, the energy and activ-

ity of youth frequently carrying them forward with

a bound to the desired goal, which it has taken
others years of patient application to reach. In

Mr. Reyer's case the energy and activity have
been supplemented by decided talent, so that his

success has hardly come as a surprise to those ac-

quainted with him.

In noting the family history of Mr. Reyer, we
find that he is the son of Aaron and Christiana

(Beil) Reyer, both of whom were born in North-
ampton County. The father was for some time
engaged in the coal, lime and limestone business,

and, being a man of foresight and discrimination,

was enabled to give his family good advantages,

and accumulated considerable wealth. Now in

the sixtieth year of his age (1894), he is liv-

ing retired from the active duties of life, and at

present resides in Allen Township, near the village

of Northampton. In politics he is a loyal Demo-

crat, and has been the incumbent of many posi-

tions of honor and trust within the gift of his

fellow-citizens to bestow. In his religious belief

he is a valued member of the Reformed Church.

-Conrad Reyer, the father of Aaron Reyer, at the

time of his death, and for more than twenty-five

years previous, was a Justice of the Peace, and

such was his ability as a judicial officer, and so

thorough bis knowledge of the law and procedure,

that his clientage extended to the furthermost

ends of Northampton County, and was almost as

large as that of the best lawyer. His practice was

not limited to cases governed by the laws of Penn-

sylvania, but as correspondent of law firms in. dif-

ferent parts of the German Empire he acquired an

extensive knowledge of law and practice in many

of the German states.

The subject of this article was born in North-

ampton County, June 14, 1865. His primary

studies were carried on in the common schools of

the district, and later he became a student in Muh-

lenberg College, where he remained for four years.

In this way he acquired a thorough and complete

literary education. It had from youth been his

intention to adopt a professional career, and as

soon as his literary studies were finished he en-

tered the law office of Judge O. H. Meyers, of

Easton, this state, under whose instruction he pur-

sued his reading for three years. Then passing

the required examination, he was admitted to

practice at the Bar of the county. In the fall of

1889 he opened an office in Easton, where he re-

mained until 1893, but at that time, deciding that

Northampton offered better opportunities for fu-

ture success, he removed to this place, where he

is now numbered among the leading professional

men.

August 15, 1893, Mr. Reyer was united in mar-

riage witli Miss Sallie D., daughter of William

Spangler, late of Allentown. In political elec-

tions Mr. Reyer casts his vote and influence in fa-

vor of the Democratic party. Religiously he is a
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member of the Reformed Church. He takes pleas-

ure in assisting, in whatever way possible, the in-

terests of his community, and as an attorney ranks

among the best read and most promising in this

part of the state.
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HENRY ERWIN. This prominent resident

of Northampton County is the proprietor

of the Blue Mountain Paint Works, and is

the largest manufacturer of that article in the

Lehigh Valley. He is thoroughly versed in the

chemistry of minerals, geology, etc., and is a most

shrewd and successful business man.

The subject of this sketch was born in County

Derry, Ireland, in 1842, and is a son of John Er-

win, also a native of the Emerald Isle, and of

Scotch descent. The latter was a laborer in the

Old Country, and the year after our subject's birth

emigrated with his family to America and located

at once at Summit Hill, Carbon County, this state,

where he found employment in the mines. Later,

however, he purchased a farm near Lehighton, the

above county, and was engaged in its cultivation

until his decease, at the age of sixty-two years.

His wife, Nancy, was the daughter of William and

Margaret (Davis) Daugherty, also natives of Ire-

land. She preceded her husband to the better

land, leaving at her death seven children, six of

whom are now living.

During the late war Henry Erwin enlisted in

the Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry, under

Colonel Burnham, by whom he was given a pass to

join his regiment in the front. The conductor on

the train, however, refused to honor the paper,

and, having no money, he was obliged to return

home. His parents then pleaded so earnestly with

him to remain that he decided to do so, and made
no further effort to join the army. His brother,

Thomas, was a member of the Twelfth Pennsyl-

vania Infantry, and was severely wounded at the

battle of Antietam, from the effects of which he

has never recovered. John, next to the youngest
son, served as a Union soldier in the Fourth Penn-
sylvania Cavalry, and after his return was killed

in the coal mines. Mathew Erwin manages the

old home farm in Carbon County; William is liv-

ing in California; Annie is in Europe; and Mary
lives in the West.

Our subject received his education in the Summit
Hill schools, and remained on the home farm un-

til reaching his eighteenth year, when he was ap-

prenticed to learn the trade of a blacksmith in

Mauch Chunk. After remaining there for some
time he went to Janesville, and became a machin-

ist and boiler-maker in the Janesville Locomotive

Shops. There he remained until 1864, when he

accepted a position with a coal company, having

charge of the mining machinery at Yorktown.

After being variously employed for some time,

Mr. Erwin located, in 1866, in Lehighton, where he

opened a blacksmith shop and engaged in business

for himself. The following year we find him in

Bethlehem, where he engaged in mining iron ore,

leasing ground near Bath. He has changed his

place of operations from time to time as he could

benefit himself, and is now the proprietor of a

metallic paint and iron ore mine near the Gap, in

Carbon County. He manufactures from twenty-

eight to thirty different shades of paint, and for

this purpose uses about fifteen kinds of minerals,

some of which he imports. He is also the pro-

prietor of mines in other parts of this state, New
Jersey and Virginia.

Mr. Erwin is President and Manager of the

Bermuda Ochre Company, which was incorporated

with a capital of $32,000. The wo»ks are located

between Petersburg and City Point, on the Ap-

pomattox River. The company owns about nine

hundred acres of land, and is doing a thriving

business in this branch of mining. Our subject is

the possessor of considerable real estate in West

Bethlehem, and by the admirable manner in which

he has conducted his various enterprises has be-

come wealthy.

In 1866 Mr. Erwin and Miss Jennie Gormly

were united in marriage. To them were born the

following-named seven children: William, Min-

nie, Jennie (deceased), Harry, John, Joseph and
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Maggie. They also lost one child by death in in-

fancy. Socially our subject is a member of the

Union League, of which he has been Vice-Presi-

dent. He has always been a stanch Republican in

politics, and occupies a high place in the regard of

the community where he has resided for so many

years.
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CTT LONZO F. CORBY. No member of any
/—\ community in Carbon County is held in

greater esteem than this gentleman, and

no one is more worthy of the success which results

from diligence, ability and enterprise than he.

His residence is in Nesquehoning, where he is con-

ducting a good trade as general merchant and has

also filled the responsible position of Postmaster.

He was born in this county, August 18, 1850, and

is the son of Ralph and Charlotte (Fisher) Corby.

The former was a native of England, while the

mother was born in Carbon County. Ralph Corby
for a period of thirty years was Postmaster of Nes-

quehoning in which place he was also manager
for the G. L. Watson Company, a large mercantile

establishment. He was a man of broad and liberal

views, progressive, benevolent and a generous

supporter of all worthy enterprises. He was a

Republican in politics, and on one occasion was
candidate for County Treasurer, but was defeated,

owing to Carbon County being largely Democratic
at that time. He departed this life in 1886.

Alonzo, of this sketch, received his education in

the district school. When a lad of eleven years
he concluded to end his school life, and become
interested in pursuits of labor fitted to his taste.

A natural and careful student, he acquired by
reading and close study of books, and of all with
whom he came in contact, an education, that is, so
far as actual and practical experiences of life are
concerned, quite equal to that gained in college.

He was variously occupied for some time after
starting out for himself, and engaged in clerking
in different establishments in Nesquehoning until

1890, when, in company with Hon. Michael Cassidy,

of this place, he became established in business for

himself, the firm name being Corby & Cassidy.

They still continue together, and are enjoying the

patronage of the best people of the community, as

well as a good trade from the surrounding country.

In 1889 Mr. Corby was appointed Postmaster of

Nesquehoning, holding the office for a period of

five years. He was very popular in that capacity,

and discharged the duties of the office -to the satis-

faction of the people. Mr. Corby was married in

1875 to Miss Elizabeth, daughter of Herbert Lewis,

now deceased. They have become the parents of

five children: Hattie M., Robert A., Ralph H.,

Blanche M. and John C.

In social affairs Mr. Corby is a prominent Odd
Fellow, belonging to the lodge in Mauch Chunk.

He is also a Knight of Pythias of this place, where

he also holds membership with the Patriotic Order

Sons of America. His record in all the relations of

life, and in the duties devolving upon him as an

honorable man and faithful citizen, is of the

highest.
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DAVID F. KENNEDY. This name will be

at once recognized as that of a resident of

Lower Catasauqua, where he is stationed as

Assistant Agent of the Lehigh Valley Railroad

Company. He was born in Hokendauqua, No-

vember 9, 1872, while his father, John Kennedy,

was a native of County Tipperary, Ireland. The

latter was a farmer by occupation, and in 1861

came to America and located in the above place,

where he entered the employ of the Thomas Iron

Company. He was section boss for that firm many
years, having charge of their roadbeds and yards.

His wife, Mrs. Mary Kennedy, was likewise born

in Ireland, but they met and were married in Cat-

asauqua.

Of the seven sons included in the family of

John Kennedy, five are living, and our subject is

the third youngest. His brother John was killed
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while acting as brakeman on a railroad in New
Jersey. William, who was formerly an employe of

the Thomas Iron Company, was taken over the

dam of the Lehigh River while on a pleasure trip,

and was drowned.

Mr. Kennedy carried on his studies in the pub-

lic schools of his native place until reaching his

fourteenth year, when he entered the employ of

the Thomas Iron Company, where his father was

engaged. He was brakeman for that company -in

their yards until 1879, when he was crippled by an

accident. He was running backward on the car and

pulling the brake, when the wheel came off and he

fell under the cars and was dragged for about sixty

yards. His leg was so badly injured that he was

obliged to have it amputated in St. Luke's Hos-

pital, where he was confined for six weeks.

After fully recovering from this accident, our

subject learned the art of telegraphy, under the in-

struction of James M. Lennon, agent of the Lehigh

Valley Railroad, and six months later was ap-

pointed Assistant Agent at Lower Catasauqua. His,

home, however, is inHokendauqua,and,like his par-

ents, he belongs to St. Lawrence's Catholic Church.

He is a stanch Democrat in politics, and is filling

his present position in a most satisfactory manner.

MONROE SCHAADT. Agriculture and

stock-raising have formed the principal

occupations of this gentleman, and the

wide-awake manner in which he has taken advan-

tage of all methods and ideas tending to enhance

the value of his property has had a great deal to

do with obtaining the confidence which he now
enjoys. He is one of the representative and well

known farmers of South Whitehall Township,

which is due largely to industry, perseverance and

close attention to business.

Our subject was born in North Whitehall Town-
ship, this county, March 8, 1834, and is the son of

Henry and Magdalena (Knauss) Schaadt, also na-

tives of this locality. His grandfather, John
Schaadt, was also born in the above township,

while his father, John Schaadt, came from Ger-

many. The parents of our subject came with their

family to South Whitehall Township in 1834, and

made their home in the house in which Monroe is

at present residing. The father died in 1869, and

his wife lived until March 1, 1886, when she too

passed away. Of their family of children, the fol-

lowing survive: William; Hattie, the widow of

the late David Troxell; Polly, the widow of Alfred

Balliet; Monroe; Eliza, wife of Reuben Kemerer;

John J., ex-Treasurer of Lehigh County; and

Anne, now Mrs. Solomon Ruch. Those deceased are

Benjamin H., Christiana, and three who died in in-

fancy. Henry Schaadt was a member of the Ger-

man Reformed Church and was a well known res-

ident of this part of the county. He was a promi-

nent Democrat in politics and a public-spirited

citizen, who was alive to the interest of this sec-

tion, where he was held in high esteem.

Monroe Schaadt was reared in his native county,

and having received a thorough training in agri-

cultural pursuits during his youth, has made that

branch of work his life occupation. His marriage

with Miss Catherine Butz was celebrated Septem-

ber 19, 1857. The lady was born in this county

and was the daughter of Samuel and Catherine

(Lentz) Butz, the former of whom is deceased.

Peter Butz, Sr., the great-grandfather of Mrs.

Schaadt, came from Germany, being the first of

the family to emigrate to America, and located

in Berks County. Later his son Peter made set-

tlement in this county, and at his death was

one of the wealthy farmers of North Whitehall

Township. Mrs. Schaadt was one of a family of

five children, of whom those surviving besides

herself are: Louisa, the widow of Jeremiah Kuhns,

and Peter. After the death of her first husband

Mrs. Butz was married to Daniel Kuhns, and to

them was born a son, Walter M. This lady still

survives and has reached the advanced age of

seventy-uine years.

Of the twelve children born to our subject and

his wife all are living with two exceptions, and are

named respectively: Samuel B.; Ida V. B., the

widow of John H. Strauss; Walter B., Milton M.
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B., M. Preston B., Alfred P. B., Lloyd H. B.,

Howard E. B., Katie B. and Carrie M. B. The

parents and their family are members of the Ger-

man Reformed Church, in which denomination

our subject has served for two years in the ca-

pacity of Elder, and for four years has been Dea-

con. He is a strong Democrat in politics. Mr.

Schaadt owns one hundred and sixty-five acres of

land, which is under an admirable state of cultiva-

tion, and as a public-spirited and progressive citi-

zen has done much for the upbuilding and develop-

ment of the best interests of the community.

-°<3^S **•

/"> EORGE BOYER, the capable Secretary of

Vl the Farmers' Union Mutual Fire Insur-

ance Company of Pennsylvauia, and a

favorably known resident of Kreidersville, is a

native of the Keystone State, having been born in

Bucks County, November 30, 1821. His parents,

Jacob and Maria (Lauback) Boyer, were natives

of Bucks and Northampton Counties respect-

ively. The father removed to this village in 1830,

and died in 1858. His life was passed in the pur-
suit of agriculture, and he was in every respect an
estimable man.

With his father, George Boyer came to Allen
Township, passing his youth on his father's farm.
His time before attaining his majority was princi-

pally passed-in attendance at the district school
and in helping his father with the farm work.
For a short time he attended a private school in

Easton, but, being a wise man, did not allow his

education to stop at the time he was obliged to
leave school to engage in the practical and ardu-
ous duties of life. To obtain a livelihood he en-
gaged in the mercantile business on attaining
manhood, in the town where he still resides. He
was also honored with the position of Postmaster,
and has held various other local offices, having
served as School Director of Allen Township, and
officiated in other capacities. For five years he

served as Justice of the Peace of this township,

proving himself thoroughly trustworthy and re-

sponsible. In 1883 he was made Secretary of the

Farmers' Union Mutual Fire Insurance Company,

in which office he has since officiated. He is the

owner of one hundred and thirty acres of fine land,

under good cultivation.

The faithful and loving wife and helpmate of

our subject was in her maidenhood Elizabeth

Ruch,and the ceremony by which she became Mrs.

George Boyer was performed November 11, 1845.

A native of Northampton County, she is the

daughter of Jonas and Elizabeth Ruch, likewise

residents of this locality. To Mr. and Mrs. Boyer

six children have been born, four of whom are

living: Elizabeth, wife of Solomon J. Stetler; Mari-

etta, wife of James M. Kleppinger; Amanda C,

Mrs. James H. Dieter; and Ellen. Edwin and Al-

fred J. are deceased. In politics Mr. Boyer votes

with the Republican part37
, which best embodies

his views and convictions. A zealous and active

worker of the Reformed Church, he is identified

with Zion Church, of which he is now Secretary.

He is also the Treasurer of the Zion Cemetery

Company, and in all measures affecting the gen-

eral good always shows himself to be devoted to

the welfare of his fellow-citizens.

JOSEPH WELLER, M. D., D. D. S., who de-

parted this life August 26, 1894, aged nearly

seventy years, was a most successful profes-

sional man and accumulated a comfortable

fortune during his business career. There was no

resident of Trexlertown who was more widely and

favorably known than he. In both professions

with which he was connected he gained more than

ordinary success. It is not, however, so much
through these occupations that he won note as

through the invention of certain remedial agencies.

He was the inventor and proprietor of "Welter's

Eating Pellet," which as a blood purifier has no su-
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perior, and which is patented in the United States

and Canada; and "Weller's Little Liver Capsules,"

also invented by himself, are coming into general

use as a successful remedy for liver trouble.

From the year 1854 the Doctor was a resident

of Trexlertown, of which he was one of the

most progressive and influential citizens. He was

born in Berks County, this state, on the 20th

of August, 1825, and was a son of Peter and

Susanna (Trolmger) Weller. His father, who

was principally engaged in farming, was for a

time employed in the old-fashioned iron forges at

Dale, Berks County, and manufactured charcoal

iron. Joseph was reared in his native county, re-

ceiving his education in the common schools of

the home locality. At the age of seventeen he

began to learn the trade of a cabinet-maker, which

he followed for about seven years.

Having decided to enter the dental profession,

in 1851 our subject began the study of dentistry

with Dr. W. H. Thompson, of Coatesville, Chester

County, Pa., with whom he remained for eight

months. Meanwhile he also read medicine under

the tutelage of Dr. Samuel Young, of Schultzville,

Pa., with whose family he resided while working

at his profession. At Dale, Berks County, he

opened a dental office, and after having spent some

time there came to Trexlertown, in 1854. Here for a

few years he devoted his attention exclusively to

the dental profession. Meantime he continued his

medical studies under Dr. W. S. Herbst, and in

1884 was licensed to practice.

In addition to the inventions above named the

Doctor was the inventor and proprietor of "Wel-

ler's Indian Tincture." In addition to his home

practice he visited the Grand Central Hotel at

Allentown, Pa., on Tuesday of each week, and

there consultations with him were held for the

treatment of chronic and other diseases. While

the demands of his profession prevented him from

taking the active part in public affairs that he

would otherwise have done, he nevertheless could

always be relied upon to deposit a straight Repub-

lican ballot, and his support was always given to

the principles of that party.

Mrs. Weller was born in this county and bore

the maiden name of Sarah Kern, being the daugh-

ter of Jeremiah Kern, late of Lehigh County. Five

children were born to this union, namely: Rev.

Harvey A., pastor of St. John's Lutheran Church

at Orwigsburg, Schuylkill County, Pa.; Elmer K.,

a graduate of the Medical School of Pennsylvania,

but now deceased; Annie P.; Charles H, who re-

sides at Montgomery, Pa.; and Elsie L. With his

family Mr. Weller held membership in the Luth-

eran Church, in the work of .which he took an act-

ive interest. Mrs. Weller is residing with her two

daughters, Annie P. and Elsie L., in her elegant

home in Trexlertown.

9 "" c=J <T^T^-"^
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HENRY RUETER is the senior member of

the Rueter Furniture Company, manufact-

urers of parlor furniture in Allentown.

The plant, which was established in this city in

1885, is situated on North Front Street, where the

firm carries on a thriving business and turns out

fine grades of furniture. The superiority of the

product is universally recognized, and the business

is on a solid financial basis.

In West Farland, Prussia, the subject of this

sketch was born in 1827. He received a good educa-

tion in Germany and taught school for some time

prior to coming to America. In July, 1854, he

crossed the Atlantic, landing in New York City.

Thence he came to Pennsylvania, and for a year and

a-half was engaged in teaching school in Easton,

Northampton County. Later he opened a confec-

tionery store in Bethlehem, where he had removed,

and was thus engaged until 1856, when he obtained

permission to carry on a restaurant and lunch

counter in the Lehigh Valley depot at Allentown.

In 1890, however, he abandoned this enterprise

and engaged in the manufacture of furniture,

which occupation he has found to be very profita-

ble. He is a business man in the broadest sense of

the term, and his success in life is proved by the

fact that, although he started without money, he

is now recognized as one of the well-to-do citizens

of Allentown.

June 19, 1852, Henry Rueter and Miss Cather-

ine Jumperz were united in marriage. Mrs. Rueter
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was born iu Germany and there received a good

education, her knowledge of books being acquired

under the tutelage of her uncle, Franz Jumperz,

who was a talented man and a minister of the Ger-

man Catholic Church. She is an accomplished

lady, and has always been a great lover of books,

keeping herself posted on all the leading questions

of the age. Her parents, Peter J. and Theresa

(Hemmersbach) Jumperz, are deceased. The fa-

ther of our subject is still living in Germany at the

advanced age of ninety-seven years.

To our subject and his estimable wife have been

born six sons and three daughters, viz.: Josephine,

who is the wife of Samuel Brobst, of Allentown;

John, residing in New York City; Edward, who is

engaged in business with his father; Sophia, Mrs.

James Rudolph, of this city; Henry A., also located

in Allentown; Mary, the wife of Thomas J. Fretz;

Charlie, residing in Bethlehem; William, who is

shipping clerk for the Iron Barb Wire Company;

and George, who is in the employ of the Lehigh

Valley Railroad Company.

Our subject is a strong advocate of public

schools and has done much to promote the stand-

ard of scholarship in his neighborhood, having

been a member of the board for twenty-one years.

In 1871 he organized the German Benevolent So-

ciety, of which he was President for twenty-four

years. He has always taken a prominent part in

local affairs and never fails to cast a Republican

vote at every election. He and his wife occupy

a pleasant home at No. 131 Linden Street, and

enjoy the esteem and confidence of their many
friends.

WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON STUB-
BLEBINE. No name is justly entitled

to a higher place in the history of

Bethlehem than the one which heads this sketch,

for it is borne by a man who has most honorably

discharged every obligation in life, and with such

tact that he has very few enemies in the world.

He is a practical iron man, and is at present Super-

intendent of the merchant department of the Beth-

lehem Iron Company, with which he has been con-

nected since 1863.

Our subject was born in Reading, May 26, 1840,

and is the son of Peter Stubblebine, a native of

Chester County, this state, where he is now living

at the age of eighty-four years. The latter is a

cooper by trade, and for many years was superin-

tendent of the cooperage department in the Potts-

town Iron Company. He is a Republican in poli-

tics, and a devoted member of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church.

Our subject's mother was in maidenhood Eliza-

beth Hulderman, a native of Chester County, and

the daughter, of Daniel Hulderman, a farmer and

mechanic. She is still living, and although eighty

years of age is in the enjoyment of good health.

She reared a family of ten children, four of whom
are deceased. Of those living, Daniel is a pro-

fessor of music in Albany, N. Y.; he fought as a

soldier during the late war. John is residing in

Lebanon, this state; and Charles is living in Potts-

town.

Our subject received very limited advantages in

the way of an education, for when a lad of ten

years he commenced to work in the rolling-mills

at Philadelphia. From there he went to Birds-

borough, where he was similarly employed, and

after leaving that place we find him in Reading,

working in the mills there. In the fall of 1861

he offered his services to his country, and as a

member of a regimental brass band was mustered

into the Fifty-third Pennsylvania Infantry, under

Col. John R. Brook. With his company he was

sent to the front as a part of the Army of the

Potomac, but the following spring, on the order

being given to muster all bands out of service, he

returned to Philadelphia, where he again became

employed in the mill.

In July, 1863, Mr. Stubblebine came to Bethle-

hem, where he found work in the furnaces. He
was promoted from time to time, until, in 1866,

he became night superintendent. This position

he held until 1875, when he received the appoint-

ment of Superintendent of Mill No, 1, of the raer-
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chant department of the Bethlehem Iron Com-

pany. The mill above mentioned manufactures

almost every article made in iron and steel, and

gives employment to four hundred men. Our sub-

ject is quite a genius, and has patented the Stub-

blebine Furnace, of which the Stubblebine Furnace

Company controls the patents. He has made sev-

eral improvements on it since getting out the

patent, and finds that it sells very readily.

The marriage of our subject was celebrated Jan-

uary 29, 1859, in Reading, at which time Miss

Margaret, daughter of Bright and Elizabeth (Breni-

zer) Heller, became his wife. For a further his-

tory of her family the reader is referred to the

sketch of her brother, D. W. Heller, elsewhere in

this volume. To Mr. and Mrs. Stubblebine there

were born three children: Winifred, in the draw-

ing room of the Bethlehem Iron Company; Ida,

the wife of Jacob W. Luckenback, of Bethlehem

;

and Annie, the wife of E. F. Gray, who also makes

her home in this city. Mr. Stubblebine is a mem-

ber of the Moravian Church. In politics he is a

stanch Republican, and is greatly interested in the

success of his party.

IgL jMk J®
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HENRY KUNTZ, better known as Esquire

Kuntz, a citizen of Slatington, Lehigh

County, and son of Jacob D. Kuntz, was

born in South Whitehall, in this county, October

10, 1830. On the paternal side his ancestors were

originally from Leipsic, Germany, and settled in

Pennsylvania at an early day. Jacob Kuntz, his

grandfather, was a native of Northampton County,

Pa., while his son was also born in Northampton

County.

When two years of age the subject of this record,

with his father, moved to Heidelberg Township,

now Washington, where he was reared on a farm.

When fifteen years of age he was obliged to run a

plow and swing a cradle in the harvest-field. He
was always greatly attached to horses, and when a

boy he often used to take a horse out of the stable

without a bridle, mount it, and then, standing up-

right on the bare back of the animal, gallop

through the street. At one time he mounted a

colt, which ran away with him over a five-rail

post-fence, which obstruction interfered little, how-

ever, with its speed. His schooling was very

limited, yet he applied his time to private study

until he was seventeen years of age, when his fa-

ther died and he hired out at farm labor, receiving

therefor $6 per month and board. However, find-

ing that his talents were beyond farming, he hired

out as clerk in a general store, for which he re-

ceived $5 per month and his board. In a short

time in this position he had gained the confidence

of his employer to such a degree that he became

manager of the store in 1849.

At the age of nineteen our subject branched out

in business for himself, going alone to Philadel-

phia, though he had never been in a city before,

and there buying a full and complete chandler

store stock. Thus equipped he embarked in busi-

ness at Odenwelder's, Northampton County; but

the location was against him. He could not meet

his competitors, and was obliged to sell his stock at

a sacrifice to pay his debts. In 1850 he removed

to this place, engaging in the hotel business, which

he followed for two years. This line he did not

like, however, and so sold out and entered into a

business partnership with his brother-in-law, Ben-

jamin Kern.

Soon after this Mr. Kuntz started out prospect-

ing, and opened the first slate quarry. Two other

quarries were soon opened and a company organ-

ized, consisting of five members, under the firm

name of Kuntz, Kern & Co. Two of these quarries

turned out to be failures, and just before the panic

of 1854 our subject urged a dissolution of part-

nership in order to retain the credit of all con-

cerned. This was carried out, Mr. Kuntz taking

one quarry and assuming a part of the liabilities.

The affairs of the concern were speedily straight-

ened out, and in a few years business was resumed,

when Mr. Kuntz cleared $3,000 in one year. These

quarries, however, were soon exhausted, and the



432 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

lease of another quarry was purchased near Slate-

dale, on land owned by Peter Wert. This was

operated until 1864, when the slate business be-

came very extensive, and at that time Mr. Kuntz
became connected with one Philip Wertring in

opening up a quarry called the "Eagle.'' In 1865

he sold the Slatedale quarry for $11,000, and

in 1873, just before J. Cook's failure, he bought

out his partner for $10,000. Notwithstanding the

large amount of money which he lost in the great

panic, Mr. Kuntz managed to pull through, and in

1880 he effected a lease of the Big Franklin

Quarry for twenty-five years, and successfully op-

erated it for ten years. In 1884 he took another

lease, the American No. 5, and there developed a

successful quarry. Three years later he bought the

old Washington Quarry, which is still in operation.

In 1889 Mr. Kuntz effected a lease (now in fee) of

Joseph Scheffler of an extensive quarry, still in

operation in connection with the slate factory.

A year later a lease was made of the property of

Isaac Brobst, where there is a promising quarry,

with a slate factory 35x100 feet in dimensions and
fully equipped. A thorough business man, an ex-

cellent manager and a good financier, Mr. Kuntz
has been one of the most successful slate operators

in the country. To sum up, he is at the present

time operating five slate quarries and four slate

factories, with a monthly payroll for labor, etc.,

amounting to from $7,000 to $10,000. The business

has been transacted since 1884 under the title of
the Slatington Slate Company.
When in his twenty-fifth year Mr. Kuntz was

elected Justice of the Peace, and served as such for

twenty-six years in succession, when he declined
re-election. In many minor offices he also acted,
and in 1892 was elected Burgess for the borough
of Slatington by the opposite political party to
his own. He is a member of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, and is very charitably disposed.
For fifteen years he was Superintendent of the
Sunday-school. Fraternally our subject is a char-
ter member of the Knights of Honor. In politics

he was a Republican until the election of General
Grant for a second term of office, but not being
satisfied with the action of the Government at that
time he felt he was justified and had good and suffi-.

cient reasons to change his party. He is now, and

has been since that date, a stanch Democrat.

In 1849 was celebrated the first marriage of

Henry J. Kuntz, the lady of his choice being Miss

Violet Kern. Her father, Jonas Kern, a member of

a pioneer family, passed away in 1892. Mrs. Kuntz

was called from this life July 20, 1863, leaving

six daughters: Amanda, wife of A. H Kline, of

Wilkes Barre, Pa.; Cenia F., Mrs. W. W. Bournan,

of this city; Catherine, wife of Walter B. Grosh,

of St. Louis, Mo.; Damietta, who became the wife

of Rev. William H. Kuntz, of New Castle, Del.;

Caroline V., now the wife of Thomas H. Drake, of

Slatington; and Martha, wife of Rev. George W.
Sandt, of Wilkes Barre, Pa. The present wife of

Mr. Kuntz was formerly Elizabeth Boyer, their

marriage having been celebrated in 1865. They
have two daughters: Irene A., wife of Dr. F. 0.

Ritter, of this city; and Lilly M., Mrs. S. Benja-

min Costenbader, also of Slatington.

*t^>

r^Y HARLES H. OTT, M. D., who is a pronii-

\^_J nent physician and surgeon at Chapman
Quarries, Moore Township, Northampton

County, is a native of the Keystone State, bom
at Mauch Chunk August 2, 1861. His parents were

Hem-y D. and Sarah (Kemmerer) Ott, who are also

residents of Chapman Quarries at the present time,

and are, like their son, natives of Pennsylvania.

Dr. Ott received his education in the public and
high schools of his native town, after which he

pursued a medical course in Jefferson College,

graduating April 2, 1883. His first active prac-

tice was as Assistant Resident Physician of St.

Luke's Hospital of South Bethlehem, where he re-

mained until April 1, 1885. Subsequently he was

in charge of Dr. J. S. Hunt's practice at Easton,

for the few months that the latter was traveling

in Europe. In the fall of 1885 Dr. Ott located

at Chapman Quarries, and has continued to make

this his field of operation up to the present date.
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He has succeeded in building up a good practice,

and is meeting with well deserved success.

On the 13th of April, 1886, Dr. Ott wedded Eliza,

daughter of Gabriel Gutmann,-who was a resident

of Easton. Three children have blessed this union.

Marian E. and Charles H. are living, while little

Dorothy has passed from this life. The Doctor and

his family move in the best social circles of the

place, and are greatly esteemed among the people.

In order to keep in line with current events and

with the spirit of the times, Dr. Ott belongs to

several medical societies, among others the North-

ampton County Medical Society, of which he has

been for one year President. He is also a member
of the Lehigh Valley Medical Association, which

he has served as Vice-President, and of the Penn-

sylvania State Medical Society. In his political

faith he is a stalwart Republican, and is active in

promoting the best interests of societj'. Frater-

nally he belongs to the Masonic order, being iden-

tified with the lodge at Easton, and is also a mem-
ber of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

belonging to the society at Bethlehem. Though
young in years, the Doctor is old in experience in

his profession, and he has acquired a reputation

which might well be envied by those who have

been for many more years in practice than himself.

-sPE E^S"

THOMAS A. SCHERER, M. D. Among the

prominent physicians of Lehigh County is

the subject of this biography, who is en-

gaged in the management of a general practice that

is both extensive and lucrative. He is recognized

as a man of superior intellectual attainments, well

informed not only in his profession, but also upon
topics of general interest and along lines of ad-

vanced thought. He opened an office in West Cat-

asauqua in 1884, since which time he has become
known as a skillful and successful practitioner,

one who is accurate in the diagnosis of diseases

and skilled in their treatment.

The Doctor was born near Petersville, Northamp-
ton County, October 23, 1856. His paternal grand-

17

father, Samuel Scherer, was born in Lehigh County,

but spent the latter years of his life in Petersville,

Northampton County; in both places he followed

the trade of a wheelwright. Henry Scherer, the

father of our subject, is a native of Upper Milford

Township, Lehigh County, and in early life learned

the carpenter's trade. For twenty years he was

a boss carpenter for the Thomas Iron Company in

Hokcndauqua. Then coming to Catasauqua, he

filled a similar position with the Crane Iron Com-
pany until retiring from active business in 1887.

His wife, Maria, was born in Lehigh County, where

her father, Peter Steinberger, followed the trade of

a stonecutter. She is a member of St. Paul's Luth-

eran Church and a lady of noble attributes of char-

acter.

Thomas A. is the elder of two sons, his brother

being William, a resident of Catasauqua and a cab-

inet-maker by trade. Since a child of eighteen

months, the Doctor has been a resident of Catasau-

qua. His primary studies were conducted in the

public schools of this place. At the age of twelve

he went to Bethlehem, where he carried on his stud-

ies in the high school, meantime making his home

with his grandmother. On completing his studies

he was apprenticed, in 1872, to Barber & Co., of

Allentown, in order to learn the machinist's trade.

After becoming thoroughly acquainted with the

business, he did journeyman work for some time,

and subsequently entered the employ of the Da vies

& Thomas Company, of Catasauqua.

From youth it had been the intention of our sub-

ject to adopt a profession, and choosing that of

medicine, he began his studies in 1880, under the

instruction of H. H. Reigel, M. D., of this city. In

the fall of the same year he entered the Jefferson

Medical College of Philadelphia, from which he

Graduated three years later with the degree of Doc-

tor of Medicine. In May, 1883, he opened an

office in Slatington, but a few months later re-

moved to Hokendauqua. Thence in 1884 he came

to Catasauqua, where he has built up a good prac-

tice.

In this city, in June, 1888, Dr. Scherer married

Miss Emma Seaser, a native of this place and a

daughter of Ferdinand Seaser. In politics he gives

his allegiance to the Democratic party. His mem-
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berslrip is in St. Paul's Lutheran Church. In

everything pertaining to his profession he is inter-

ested and is prominently identified with the Lehigh

County Medical Society. He owns some valuable

real estate in Catasauqua. In his possession is a

valuable horse sired by " Barkis," who in turn was

sired by " Rhysdieke," Hambletonian No. 10. The

Doctor's personal character is of such integrity,

and his capacity for financial affairs so decided, that

he has won a high place in the esteem of his fel-

low-citizens, and has become well known to an ex-

tended circle of social and business acquaintances.

<C**»****»*»**%^*****.fr»»**»»;x>

JOHN C. SCHAFER, a popular and successful

young business man of East Catasauqua, is

proprietor of the Fountain House, and as

one of the intelligent and useful citizens of

the city, we are glad of the opportunity of pre-

senting his sketch. He was born on Second Street,

in this city, September 25, 1862, and is the son of

Conrad Schafer, whose birth occurred in Hesse-

Darmstadt, Germany, in 1827. The grandparents

of John C. kept a hotel in the Old Country, but

the father of our subject followed the carpenter's

trade in his native land prior to coming to Amer-
ica. On emigrating to America, he made his way
to this city, and after working for a time at his

trade, opened a restaurant and saloon on Second
Street. Later he built the Eagle Brewery, and in

company with H. Kostenbader was engaged in its

operation until about 1870, when he sold his in-

terest to his partner. The following two years he
lived a retired life, and when again entering upon
a business career erected the Fountain House,
which he managed until 1877, when he sold out
to our subject. He is not now engaged in any
business, but lives retired in a comfortable resi-

dence on the corner of Second and Union Streets.

He is always found on the side of progress, and
does all in his power to promote the general wel-
fare and to aid in the upbuilding of town and

countj-. He served for two terms as Supervisor of

Hanover Township on the Democratic ticket, and

also filled the office of Township Treasurer.

Mrs. Louisa (Swertzer) Schafer, the mother of

our subject, was born in Stuttgart, Germany, and

was a daughter of Gotleib Swertzer. Mrs. Schafer

on emigrating to America made her home first in

Allentown, and later resided in Catasauqua. She

departed this life in the former city, December 28,

1885. Of the four children born to her, our sub-

ject was the eldest but one, he and a brother be-

ing the only ones now living.

John C, of whom we write, was reared in this

city, and was educated in its public schools. Hav-

ing early displayed considerable talent for music,

he began the study of that art when nine years of

age, under the instruction of Professor Herman, of

Allentown. His next teacher was Professor Ken-

nan, of Allentown, with whom he studied until

1879, when he entered the musical department of

the State Normal at Millersviile. After two years

in that institution he went to Philadelphia, where

he received further training under Professor

Schultz on both pipe organ and piano. After

completing a course of two years, he returned

home and was appointed organist in the Church

of the Blessed Virgin, which position he held for

eighteen months. He was then chosen organist of

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, remaining there for

two years, when he resigned in order to engage in

business for himself. He has in his possession

testimonials of the highest order as to his ability,

and during the time he was organist taught both

the piano and organ, having a large class in the

city and vicinity. In addition to being a brilliant

performer on these instruments, he has composed

some excellent music, which he has had published,

and perhaps the most salable of which was a waltz

called "My Sister's Waltz."

Mr. Schafer purchased the Fountain House from

his father in 1887, and has since continued to

operate it as "mine host." It is located near the

machine shops of Davies & Thomas, and is a large

brick structure, containing besides its numerous

bedrooms and parlors a large ballroom and bar.

In addition. to his beautiful residence, which is lo-

cated on Ray Street, he owns considerable other
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valuable real estate in the city. He was married

in West Catasauqua, January 7, 1886, to Miss

Minnie A. Eagle, who was born in that city, and is

the daughter of Augustus G. Eagle, a retired hotel

man of this place. They became the parents of

three children, one of whom is living, Mamie M.

Those deceased are Augustus and Oscar.

The father of Mrs. Schafer was born in Ger

many, April 8, 1838, and was the son of Martin

Eagle, also a native of the Fatherland, where he

was a barber. His mother bore the name of Hen-

rietta Erich prior to her marriage, and was a Luth-

eran in religion. Mr. Eagle came to America in

1855, and in Allentown joined his brother Frederick,

who had come hither two years previously. Later

he came to this city and found work with the

Crane Iron Company, and after leaving their em-

ploy was for two years in Eberhart's stone quarry,

August 21, 1861, Mr. Eagle enlisted in the

Union army, and with Company F, Forty-seventh

Pennsylvania Infantry, was mustered into the

service at Harrisburg. About a week thereafter

he was made Sergeant, and April 1 of the follow-

ing year was commissioned Second Lieutenant.

He fought in many prominent engagements, and

September 12, 1864, was honorably discharged and

returned home.

Soon after his return Mr. Eagle opened a bakery

on Front Street, in this city, which he operated for

a year, and then sold it to' his brother. In 1865

he went to New York City, and was engaged in

the restaurant business on Third Street for two

years. Later he returned to "West Catasauqua and

built the Fairview House, which he operated with

good success until 1890, when he sold out, and is

now living retired in a comfortable residence on

Bridge Street. He was married, December 11,

1868, in Bucks County, to Miss Charlotte Wurster,

a native of Philadelphia. The two children who
were born to them were Oscar H., now deceased,

and Minnie A., Mrs. Schafer.

Mr. Eagle has been Treasurer of the School

Board of Whitehall Township for three years, and
during that time was instrumental in erecting

three now schoolhouses. Socially he is an Odd
Fellow of good standing, and belongs to Fuller

Post, G. A. R. He also holds membership with

Union Veteran Legion No. 18, of Allentown. He
is connected with St. Paul's Lutheran Church, in

which he has been Elder and Treasurer, and is a

prominent Democrat in politics, having served on
the Standing Committee, and has been a delegate

to various county conventions.

BENJAMIN BARTHOLOMEW. While Le-

high County has much in the way of nat-

ural resources and commercial transactions

to commend it to the public, the chief interest

centers in the lives of those citizens who have

achieved success for themselves and at the same

time benefited the community in which they reside.

Prominent among these men is the subject of this

sketch, for many years a successful business man of

Whitehall, but recently retired.

A native of Bucks County, this state, Mr. Bar-

tholomew was born April 30, 1844, to Samuel and

Maria Bartholomew. Little is known concerning

the ancestry of the family, excepting that his great-

grandfather was killed in the War of 1812. He
was reared in Bucks County, alternating attendance

at school with work upon the home farm. His ad-

vantages in the former direction, however, were

quite meager, and such information as he has gained

is the result of close observation and self culture.

In this way he has become a man well informed

upon all topics of importance. When in his nine-

teenth year he began to learn the trade of a tin-

smith, serving an apprenticeship of two years, after

which he was temporarily employed as a journey-

man.

Coming to Whitehall in 1869, Mr. Bartholomew

began in business on his own account and as a tin-

smith and dealer in stoves conducted a large and

profitable business until January, 1894, when he

sold the stock to his son, Harvey M., the present

proprietor of the store. Though beginning with

no capital, he has gained more than ordinary suc-

cess through the exercise of sound judgment and

sagacity in his dealings.

In 1870 Mr. Bartholomew was united in marriage

with Miss Elamanda Trumbower, who was born in
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this state. Four children bless the union: Harvey

M.; Cora A., wife of Francis Jacoby; Charles S. and

Mary A. The religious connections of the family

are with the Lutheran Church at Egypt. Politi-

cally Mr. Bartholomew supports the principles for

which the Democratic part}' stands, and is a pro-

gressive, and enterprising citizen. Socially he is

identified with the Independent Older of Odd
Fellows, the United American Mechanics and the

Whitehall Beneficial Society.

WILLIAM M. SMITH, proprietor of the

Howertown and Cherryville Creamer-

ies, has been engaged in his present

business since 1884, and is making a success of the

enterprise, manufacturing creamery butter of a

high grade, for which he finds a ready market in

Camden, Atlantic and Cape May, N. J., and also

sells large quantities in Philadelphia. His plant is

fitted with the improved trunk churn, which was
manufactured by the Vermont Farm Machinery
Company at Bellows Falls; an upright engine

made in Erie, this state; and the Sharpless Separa-

tor. He turns out from twelve to fifteen thou-

sand pounds of butter per annum, which is a de-

cided increase over the amount manufactured prior

to putting in the model machinery.

The subject of this sketch is a native of Ger-
many, and was born in October, 1837, to William M.
and Catherine Smith, also natives of the Father-
land. He remained in Germany until reaching
his nineteenth year, in the mean time acquiring a
fine education in his native tongue. Then, deter-

mining to try his fortunes in the New World, he
embarked on a vessel at Bremen which conveyed
him to London, England. After remaining there a
few months, he took passage on the sailing-vessel

"John Bright," bound for the United States, and
thirty-nine days later stepped foot upon the soil

of the New World. He came direct to this state,

has made for many years his home in Northampton

County, where he first followed the trade of a

butcher. Later he engaged in farm pursuits, which

he has carried on in connection with his creamery

ever since. He owns sixty acres of land, stocked

with Holstein cattle, and in this branch of in-

dustry has been more than ordinarily successful.

In 1860 Mr. Smith purchased the leading inter-

est in the Plainfield Slate Company's quarries,

now the property of the Northampton Hard-Vein

Slate Company, of which he is Vice-President and

a Director. He is also a large stockholder in the

Penns3'lvania Hard-Vein Slate quarries, which were

opened in 1892, and are being successfully oper-

ated at the present time. To him is largely due

the credit of helping to bring these valuable enter-

prises to their present state of perfection.

Our subject was married in 1863 to Miss Louise

H., daughter of Jacob Kleppinger, now deceased,

formerly a resident of this county. Socially Mr.

Smith is a member of Allen Grange No. 975, at

Jacksonville, Northampton County, in which he

takes a great interest. He has his postoffice both

at Weaversville and Seigfrled's Bridge. In his re-

ligious connections he is a valued member of the

German Reformed Church, which he serves as

Deacon and Trustee. He is a public-spirited and

progressive citizen, and since coming here has

aided in numerous ways in the upbuilding of his

community.

OLIVER D. STEINMETZ. In the township
j

of East Allen, Northampton County, lies a

finely improved farm comprising one hun-

dred and thirty-seven acres. This is the property .<

of Mr. Steinmetz, who has placed the land under

good cultivation and improved it in many ways. -

His life has been spent mainly within the limits of

the township, and, as a natural result, he is much

interested in the progress and development of this

section, and has done his full share toward increas-

ing its importance as an agricultural center.

Members of the Steinmetz family were numbered

among the pioneers of Northampton County, to

which they emigrated from the Fatherland and in
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the development of which they have been impor-

tant factors. The parents of our subject, Joseph

and Sarah N. (Michel) Steinmetz, were for many

years residents of East Allen Township, where

they were highly esteemed for their noble lives

and upright characters. The father was a pro-

gressive farmer, owning valuable and well im-

proved farming land. He was the first to intro-

duce slate posts for fencing in East Allen Town-

ship, and was also the first to erect a windmill in

this locality. Whatever was to be had in the

way of improvement, he was always sure to procure

and put in use. In politics he was a Republican,

and an upholder of good government. With his

wife he held membership in the Lutheran Church

of Bethlehem, which he served as Deacon for a

number of years. Later he assisted in the erection

of the church building" at Bath, in which he offici-

ated as Deacon for seven years. He was called

from this life in November, 1893, when over sev-

enty-two years of age. His only surviving chil-

dren, Oliver D., and Dr. Edwin G, of Hokendau-

qua, are now building a mausoleum in Bath, which

is the first of the kind in this section.

The subject of this sketch was born June 3,

1846. Growing to manhood upon the farm, his

early years were passed quietly. He acquired in

youth the habits of industry and perseverance in

whatever he undertook, which have been among

his most marked characteristics. Naturally studi-

ous, he made the best of his educational advan-

tages, and is recognized as a man of intelligence

and general information. He has always been in

favor of giving to children the best possible school

privileges, and of elevating the educational sys-

tem in this country in every practicable way. On

starting out in life for himself he turned his atten-

tion to farm work very naturally, as he had served

a good apprenticeship in that calling. His farm

now comprises one hundred and thirty-seven

acres of valuable land, which he has placed under

good cultivation.

It was in 1861 that Mr. Steinmetz was joined in

marriage with Miss Ellen Beisel, a well educated

and amiable young lady, the daughter of Jonas

Beisel, of Nazareth, Pa. One daughter, Jennie S.,

has come to bless the union of our subject and his

estimable wife. The family are workers in and

members of the Lutheran Church. The allegiance

of Mr. Steinmetz, in a political sense, is given to

the Republican party, and in local politics he

takes an active part. In general, he manifests a

public spirit and a progressive way of looking at

things which is highly commendable, and which

makes for the good of the community in which he

dwells. As School Director of East Allen Town-

ship, he has used his influence in securing good

schools and teachers, and in every way does he

seek to promote learning, for he believes with

many of the wisest men of the age, that in this

path, more than any other, lies the solution of the

many evils existing in this country. He is a mem-

ber of the Grand Lodge, and among his fellow-

townsmen bears an enviable reputation.

JOHN G. SCHILLING is one of the represen-

tative farmers of Allen Township, North-

ampton County, and a man of enterprise and

influence. Like many of the best residents

of this section, he was born across the water in

Wurtemberg, Germany, the date thereof being

June 5, 1841. He is the son of Henry and Bar-

bara (Knoedler) Schilling, who were also natives

of the Fatherland, where the mother passed away

when John G. was only four years of age. The

father emigrated to the United States about 1850,

and lived in the state of New York until 1854,

when he came to Pennsylvania, first locating in

Bethlehem.

In 1854, when a lad of thirteen years, young

Schilling crossed the Atlantic alone, taking passage

on a sailing-vessel at Harve, France, and after a

voyage of forty-one days, landed in New York,

July 21, 1854. Thence he came direct to Bethle-

hem, where he joined his father. Since coming to

America he has acquired a good English education,

and when nineteen years of age learned the trade

of a miller, and spent seven years in operating a

gristmill. Subsequently he was employed in the
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rolling mills of the Bethlehem Iron Works, where

he worked until the spring of 1885, and then set-

tled on his present farm in Allen Township. This

tract comprises seventy acres under excellent til-

lage; he has it stocked with good grades of animals,

having a tine herd of Alderney and Guernsey cat-

tle and of Chester-white hogs, and he manages in

such a way as to bring him the best results.

Mr. Schilling was united in marriage in 1865,

with Miss Catherine Knauss, and by her has be-

come the father of four children: George, Charles,

John and James, of whom the latter is deceased.

The wife and mother passed away June 15, 1873,

and Mr. Schilling was married a second time, the

lady on this occasion being Miss Anna Maria

Dech, daughter of Joseph C. Dech. She was born

in Northampton County, April 8, 1843. To them
have been born five children: Joseph, Arthur E.;

Henry, deceased; Robert and Annie M.
Mr. Schilling is truly a self-made man; in poli-

tics is an ardent Democrat, and takes great interest

in political matters; and, as one of the enterpris-

ing farmers of this section, is highly esteemed by
all who know him.

MOSES FLEXER, a retired farmer of Allen

-

town, Pa., was born in South Whitehall.

Lehigh County, May 18, 1826, and is a

son of John Flexer. The grandfather also bore
the name of John Flexer, and was of German de-

scent. The father was born in South Whitehall in

1795, and made farming his life work. Having at-

tained to mature years, he was united in marriage
with Miss Catherine Reinhart, a native of Berks
County, Pa., and a daughter of John Reinhart.
Mr. Flexer followed farming until his death, which
occurred in 1868, at quite an advanced age. His
wife survived him some time and passed away in

1880. This worthy couple were the parents of
three children: Moses, whose name heads this

sketch; and David W. and James R., who are well
known farmers of Lehigh County.
Moses Flexer acquired his education in the com-

mon schools, which he attended through the win-

ter season, while in the summer months he aided

his father in the labors of the farm. He thus be-

came familiar with farm work in all its details,

and under the parental roof he remained until he

had attained his majority, when he left home and

began agricultural pursuits in his own interest.

He rented land in Salisbury Township, and there

engaged in the raising of grain for some time, but

subsequently purchased the old Flexer homestead,

comprising eighty-nine acres of valuable land.

This he placed under a high state of cultivation,

and the well tilled fields yielded a golden tribute

for the care and cultivation of the owner.

In 1854 Mr. Flexer was joined in wedlock with

Miss Matilda Held, of Whitehall, daughter of John
Held, and by their union were born four children.

E. Amanda, who was the wife of Tilghman Kem-
merer, died in 1878, leaving one daughter, Annie.

Sarah is the wife of Oliver Henninger, by whom
she has one child, Edna. Amelia C. is at home; and

Edwin J. F. is deceased. The family reside at No.

920 West Walnut Street, where they have a pleas-

ant and comfortable residence. The parents are

both members of St. Michael's Lutheran Church.

Mr. Flexer continued upon his farm until 1873,

when he came to Allentown and began business as

a dealer in agricultural implements, forming a part-

nership with F. W. Henninger, under the firm

name of Henninger & Flexer. They carried all

kinds of farm machinery, having a well stocked

establishment, and enjoyed a good trade, but at

length Mr. Flexer disposed of his interest in the

business to T. H. Biery, since which time he has

lived a retired life, enjoying the rest which he has

so truly earned and richly deserves. He has some

good property, including his home, a store which

he rents, and a valuable farm of ninety-three acres

in Upper Macungie Township, well improved.

This yields to him a good income, and he is recog-

nized as one of the substantial citizens of the com-

munity. He began life without capital, but has

steadily worked his way upward, overcoming the

obstacles and difficulties in his path by persistent

effort and unflagging energy. In politics he is a

Republican, but has never sought or desired the

honors or emoluments of office, preferring to give

his entire time and attention to his business inter-
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ests, in which he has met with signal success. All

who know him esteem him highly, and with pleas-

ure we present this record of his life to our read-

ers.

mm
«es

eHARLES C. WEAVER, a representative

citizen and the popular ex-Supervisor of

Allentown City, is recognized as a man of

executive ability and clear judgment, and as an

official has rendered valuable service to the gen-

eral public, and efficiently conducted the duties

entrusted to his care, thus commanding the respect

and esteem of his fellow-townsmen. He was born

near Easton, Northampton County, this state, April

12, 1830, and is the son of Charles and Catherine

(Hummel) Weaver, who were both natives of the

above county. The father, a tanner and finisher

by trade, was a man prominent in the affairs of

his section, and departed this life in 1881. His

father was Valentine Weaver, a native of Ger-

many, who emigrated to America and died in

Northampton County.

Charles C. Weaver, of this sketch, was the third

child in order of birth in his parents' family of

nine children, eight of whom lived to attain ma-

ture years. Valentine, the eldest of the family, is

now deceased, his death occurring suddenly while

residing in Catasauqua, in November, 1893; and

Anna is also deceased. Those besides our subject

are Malinda, Frances, Emma, Benjamin and Hil-

liard.

The subject of this sketch received his first school-

ing at Mellor, where his parents were residing, and

after prosecuting his studies for a number of years

left the schoolroom and began to work out on

neighboring farms, which occupation he continued

until reaching his twentieth year. He then moved
to Plymouth, and from there to Wilkes Barre, this

state, where he was engaged until 1865, the date

of his removal to Allentown.

Deeply interested in all matters pertaining to

local and national interests, Mr. Weaver is a man

of the people, ever ready to lend a helping hand
in the promotion of material advancement and
public enterprises. In 1890 he was elected Super-

visor of Allentown under Mayor Lehr, and was

the incumbent of the position for two years.

September 27, 1857, Mr. Weaver and Miss Mar-

tha Prengle were united in marriage. The lady

was born in Plymouth, this state, and was the

daughter of John and Phoebe PreDgle. By her

union with our subject she became the mother of

nine children, of whom those living are William

C, John B., Franklin D., Lizzie May, Gertrude B.,

Valentine W. and Ruth C. Alfred and Burton-

are deceased.

In his political relations, Mr. Weaver is a stanch

adherent of Democratic principles, and is a leader

of his party in this section. He is a devoted mem-
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and one of

the most highly esteemed residents of Allentown,

where he has resided for so many years.

~^=^m>^<mF

ROBERT YOTTER, a prominent business

man and leading merchant of Frcemans-

burg, Northampton County, Pa., is one of

America's own sons, having been born and reared

in the state of Pennsylvania. His birth occurred

October 20, 1859, in the home of his parents, at

Freemansburg. The latter, Irvin and Caroline

(Kromar) Yotter, were also natives of Northamp-

ton County. Irvin YoUer was a son of John and

Sarah Yotter, pioneers of the Lehigh Valley. They

came to this county in an early day, when there

were very few inhabitants in the section where the

town of Freemansburg now stands. The beauti-

ful little village had no existence, its site being a

wild uncultivated territory. In his youth and

early manhood, Irvin Yotter was a boatman on

the Lehigh Canal, owning and running a boat

for many years. He afterward became engaged in

mercantile pursuits, and for over twenty years was

one of the leading business men of Freemansburg.

He held several offices of trust at different times,

having served as Councilman, Assessor and Tax
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Collector. He was a Republican in politics, and

was well known and highly respected in his locality.

He departed this life April 1, 1892. Of his children,

the subject of this sketch alone survives.

Robert Yotter received a common-school educa-

tion in the public schools of his childhood's home,

and when quite young spent several years on the

canal witli his father, assisting him in the arduous

duties of the life of a boatman. When Mr. Yotter

gave up that occupation and embarked in his

mercantile career, Robert became head clerk and

his father's right hand man. Always courteous

and attentive, he gained the respect and confidence

of their many customers, and held a high position

in social circles. At the death of his father, our

subject became sole proprietor of the store, and at

the present time is doing a profitable and success-

ful business. He carries a line of general merchan-

dise, consisting of groceries, all kinds of feed, and

a complete stock of canal supplies, such as are used

by boatmen in their occupation. He has served

as Auditor and Tax Collector of the borough of

Freemansburg, and at present is a member of the

Board of Health.

Fraternally our subject is associated with the

Masonic order at Bethlehem. A stanch Republi-

can in politics, he is well posted on the issues of

the day, and is deeply interested in local and nat-

ional affairs. He is a member of the Reformed

Church, and is actively engaged in all good work
and benevolent enterprises of the community. He
is widely known as a business man of ability and
sterling integrity, and commands the esteem of his

fellow-citizens, with whom he is identified in

every public enterprise of importance.

TT> DGAR J. LUMLEY, senior member of the

- i Cy firm of Lumlcy & Schuon, dealers in ice,

coal and wood, has his office at the corner

of Third and Linden Streets in Allentown. He
was born in this city, September 12, 1858, and is

the son of Howard Lumley, a native of Otsego
County, N. Y., where he was engaged in agricult-

ural pursuits. The latter is now living in this city,

where he holds the position of Commissioner of

Highways, and is engaged in paving the various

streets. He is the son of John Lumley, a native

of England, who came to the United States and

located in Cherry Valley, in the above county in

New York, where he carried on farm pursuits.

The maiden name of our subject's mother was

Mary M. Albright. She was born in this county,

and was the daughter of Jacob Albright, one of

the largest contractors and builders in this county.

The Albright family is of German ancestry: When

only three years of age, our subject was taken by

his parents to Otsego County, N. Y., where he at-

tended the common schools, and remained until

the age of eleven, when the family returned to

Allentown. He completed his education in the

public schools in this city, after which he took a

course in the Allentown Business College.

Our subject began his business career by embark-

ing in the manufacture of soap and candles, which

he carried on in partnership with his father, under

the name of Lumley & Son. This connection

lasted until 1887, when Edgar J. disposed of his

interest, and in May of that year accepted the

position of shipping clerk in the freight depart-

ment of the Lehigh Valley Bailroad Company,

which he held until September, 1889. On the 16th

of that month he became manager of Charles II.

Schimpf 's ice business, and in March, 1890, formed

a partnership with Messrs. Schimpf and Schuon, in

the business of handling ice, coal and wood. Mr.

Schimpf's interest being withdrawn, the firm is

now known by its present title. The firm have a

large ice-house, stored with natural ice, and in con-

nection with retailing ice they handle quantities

of coal and wood, selling about thirty thousand

tons of coal per year.

In politics Mr. Lumley is a strong Bepublican,

and in 1881 he was elected on that ticket to the

Common Council, representing the First Ward.

He has been elected three times successively, and

has thus served the public in that capacity for five

years. In 1886 he was elected to the Select Coun-

cil, of which position he is still the incumbent.

Although he has been in the Council for a period

of thirteen years, he can truthfully say that he has
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never missed a meeting, and has at all times given

his support, to measures calculated for the public

good. Socially our subject belongs to Lodge No.

383, I. O. O. F.; Lochawonk Tribe No. 201, Red

Men of America; Washington Chamber No. 18, O.

K. of F.; and the Local Haymakers' Association. He

is an active member of the Allentown Fire Com-

pany, of which he has been Treasurer for the past

four years.

In September, 1881, Mr. Lumley was married to

Miss Emma, daughter of ex-Mayor Herman Schuon.

The latter was born in German y, and on emigrating

to America in 1846 located in Allentown, where

he is still residing, together with his good wife,

who prior to her marriage was Matilda Schimpf.

Our subject and his wife have an adopted daugh-

ter, Florence Henrietta Deck, who is attending

school.

PHILIP STORM, one of the early settlers

of Catasauqua, is now retired from active

husiness,.having amassed a comfortable for-

tune as the result of his successful investments

and management of his former business interests.

He is highly respected by all, and is known as a

loyal citizen and a liberal, open-hearted man, who

is in touch with all movements having for their

object the benefit of his countrymen. A valiant

soldier of the late war, he has ever been loyal to

the Union. In politics he is a Republican, and for

four years served as Burgess.

John Storm, the father of our subject, was born

in Bavaria, where he followed agricultural pur-

suits, and was also interested in wine, wheat, to-

bacco and hops. His death occurred in 1832. His

wife, Elizabeth (Shaffer) Storm,. a native of the

same locality, also died in Bavaria. They were

the parents of eight children, of whom our subject

is the youngest and only one now living. He was

born on the Rhine, in Bavaria, September 12,

1829, and received a good education in his mother

tongue. At the age of fourteen he was appren-

ticed to learn the tailor's trade, at which he worked

until eighteen years of age. In 1848 he left Ant-
werp in a sailing-vessel, and at the end of fifty

days landed in New York City. He proceeded to

Elizabethtown, and from there came to Catasauqua,

being obliged to walk the entire distance, as he

was without means. Obtaining work on the canal,

he was under the supervision of Nathan Van Horn
for a time. The same year he went to Mauch
Chunk, where for nine years he loaded coal on the

boats along the wharf. In 1858 he returned to

Catasauqua, and was employed in the limestone

quarries until the war.

In October, 1862, Mr. Storm enlisted in Com-
pany D,One Hundred and Seventy-sixth Pennsyl-

vania Infantry, being mustered in for nine months'

service. He was sent to Virginia, where he did

provost duty at Suffolk and Norfolk, continuing

in the service until August 18, 1863, when he was

mustered out at Philadelphia. Returning home
he obtained a position with the Catasauqua Manu-
facturing Company as foreman outside the store-

house, the scales being in his charge. He helped

to build the mill which was completed in Decem-

ber, 1863, and remained foreman until 1889, when
he started out on the road as the representative of

the company, buying and selling scrap iron. He
traveled through Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Dela-

ware and New York, shipping iron from all points.

This department of the trade he carried on for

himself, buying and shipping iron, and then sell-

ing it to the firm on contract. He made a fine

success of this enterprise, the business running up

to about $85,000 a year. Since 1889 he has been

retired from business, and in 1892 built his beau-

tiful residence at the corner of Lehigh and Bridge

Streets. He has also erected five other residences

in this place, the finest in the western part of the

city, and also owns two nice homes in the main

part of Catasauqua.

In 1851 Mr. Storm married Gertrude Koch, who
was born in Germany, and died in 1883. They

were the parents of five children: John, whose

death occurred in Catasauqua; William, who is in

the iron business in Pottsville; Sarah, Mrs. A. Sei-

fried, of this city; Mary, the wife of P. Grishert, a

telegraph operator; and Lavina, Mrs. Heckman, of

Catasauqua. The second marriage of Mr. Storm
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occurred in this city October 9, 1883, Sarah A.

(Trollinger) Miller, a native of Allentown, becom-

ing his wife. Her father, the late Samuel Troll-

inger, was born in Doylestown, Pa., and was a

mason and contractor. His wife was in her girl-

hood Mary Hoffert, and her birth occurred in Beth-

lehem. Mrs. Storm was first married to John P-

Miller, who at one time served as Sheriff, and also

conducted a lumber business in Allentown. They

had one child, Emma, Mrs. Cooper, of Pottsville.

For three years Philip Storm was a member of

the Council, was elected Burgess in 1881, and re-

elected the three successive years. A Republican

of the truest stripe, Mr. Storm has been active in

the workings of the party. At the county con-

vention of 1875, he was honored by being nomi-

nated for Sheriff, but the party was in the minority,

though he ran four hundred votes ahead of his

ticket on election. Fraternally he belongs to the

Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons, the Royal

Arch Masons, and Allen Commandery No. 20, K. T.

He is also connected with Fuller Post No. 378,

G. A. R. Active in the work of the Lutheran

Church, he has served the congregation to which

he belongs as Elder. In 1874 he made a journey

to his native land, traveling extensively and re-

newing his acquaintance with his boyhood's home,

being gone about three months on the trip.

HARRY O. DUERR, who is General Mana-
ger of the Lehigh Valley Construction

Company, is a successful contractor and
has excellent business ability. He has contracted for

and built many of the important enterprises in the
Lehigh Valley, and in 1893 organized the Lehigh
Valley Construction Company, of which he is man-
ager. The place of our subject's nativity was
Cleveland, Ohio, and the date of his birth May 11,
1866.

J. W. C. Duerr, our subject's father, was born in

Baden Baden, Germany, and came to America at
the age of twenty-two years. He was educated in
Berne, Switzerland, and after his arrival in the

United States attended the Episcopal Seminary at

Gambier, Ohio, under Bishop Chase. On his grad-

uation he was ordained a minister in the Episcopal

Church, and after graduating located in Cleveland,

where for twenty-one years he was pastor of

Christ's Episcopal Church. At the end of that

time, on account of poor health, he was obliged to

retire from the ministry. His home is now near

Mansfield, Ohio, where he occasionally preaches.

In his early manhood he was for a year and a-half

a missionary to Cape Palmas, Africa, and has trav-

eled extensively, having made several trips to

Europe. He has known many notable persons, and

was a personal friend of Senator John Sherman.

His wife, Emily, was born in Pittsburg, Pa.,

and is a daughter of Henry Princehorn, who was

born in the Fatherland, and became one of the

early manufacturers of carriages and coffins in

Ohio. His death occurred in 1874, at Massillon.

Mr. and Mrs. Duerr became the parents of £ve chil-

dren, of whom Harry is the eldest.

The boyhood of our subject was passed in the

Forest City, where he gained a superior education,

afterward becoming enrolled as a student in Har-

court Place Academy, and Kenyon Military Acad-

emy in Gambier, Ohio. He was graduated from

that institution in 1886, and then entered Lehigh

University, where he took a special course in chem-

istry for one year. He afterward entered the em-

ploy of the Lehigh Valley Railroad, in the topo-

graphical department, laying out the line near

Wilkes Barre and the new road to Buffalo, and was

thus occupied for nearly a year. Later he was em-

ployed by the King Bridge Company, of Cleveland,

as draftsman in the shops. He was then in the

estimating and designing department of the Edge-

moor Bridge Works, of Edgemoor, Del., as drafts-

man and engineer for a period of two years. His

next position was with the firm of Cofrode & Sailor

at Pottstown, where he was engineer in charge of

the designing, and after leaving them he went to

Toledo. In Toledo he helped to organize the To-

ledo Bridge Company, incorporated, which bought
out the old Smith Bridge Company. The company
continued the business, enlarging it extensively,

until it had a capital stock of $100,000. Of this

large concern Mr. Duerr was the engineer for about
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one year. In July, 1892, he went to Philadelphia,

where he engaged in contracting until the spring

of the following year, when he located in Bethle-

hem, and has since been engaged in general con-

tracting and building in the Lehigh Valley, his

work being mainly for the Lehigh Valley and the

New Jersey Central Railroads.

Among other contracts that Mr. Duerr has taken

and executed is the Hokendauqua Bridge, built in

1893 over the Lehigh River, and which is nine

hundred feet long and thirty feet wide. He also

took the contract for the Gettysburg Electric Rail-

road at Gettysburg, Pa., the chain dam, and other

lines of the Easton Transit Company; the bridge

over the Central Railroad tracks, Main Street, Phil-

lipsburg;-the boiler house for the Thomas Iron

Company, and a large iron building for the zinc

works, as well as a large amount of miscellaneous

work.

In 1889 Mr. Duerr was married in Bethlehem to

Miss Stella Merit Abbott, who was born in Sum-

mit Hill and is a lady of fine intellectual attain-

ments. She is a daughter of Merit Erskine and

Marion (Bartlett) Abbott, the former one of the

leading business men of South Bethlehem, and

widely and extensively known throughout the

state. Mr. and Mrs. Duerr are the parents of a lit-

tle daughter, Helen Merit, who is the light of their

home. The parents are members of the Episcopal

Church of the Nativity and number many warm

friends in this city, where they are most favorably

known. Politically Mr. Duerr deposits his ballot

in favor of the nominees of the Republican party,

a'nd ever has the public good deeply at heart. He
is connected with the Masonic fraternity, and in

the line of his business was formerly a member of

the Philadelphia Engineers' Club, to which he still

nominally belongs.
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<TY LBERT S. RABENOLD, D. D. S. There is

/—\ something about the example of a young

and prosperous man very pleasant to con-

template, a something that gives encouragement

to those seeking to make for themselves desirable

positions in life. Such an example is given in the

person of Dr. Rabenold, who is generally conceded

to deserve unlimited praise for the success he has

attained, and for the strict integrity of his busi-

ness transactions.

Our subject was born in Weisenburg, Lehigh

County, November 22, 1860, and is a son of Moses

Rabenold, who was a prominent farmer in the

above county. The father was the son of Isaac

Rabenold, also a native of that county, and died

August 1, 1891. The maiden name of our sub-

ject's mother was Susannah Oswold. She was born

in Berks County, this state, and is the daughter of

Samuel Oswold, a pioneer of the above place. The

mother is still living, and makes her home in Al-

lentown.

Albert S., of this sketch, spent the first fourteen

years of his life on his father's farm, where he was

given a very fair education in the district school.

On attaining his nineteenth year he began the

study of dentistry under the instruction of his

uncle, Dr. F. A. Rabenold, of Allentown, in whose

office he remained for six years. At the end of

that time he entered the Pennsylvania Dental Col-

lege, and from this institution he received his di-

ploma in 1886.

When ready to open an office of his own, Dr.

Rabenold returned to this city, where he has built up

a large practice. He is prepared to do all kinds of

fine dental work, and has a well equipped office at

No. 35 North Ninth Street. He has also opened

up a branch office at Lehigh and Slatington, which

places he visits one day out of each week. Besides

his professional work he holds the office of Presi-

dent of the Lion Slate Company, limited, at Slate-

dale, Lehigh County.

In his political relations Dr. Rabenold is a stanch

Democrat, and January 1, 1894, was elected Chair-

man of the Democratic County Standing Commit-

tee. In every enterprise to which he gives his sup-

port he maintains a deep interest, and his efforts

have resulted in the promotion of the material

welfare of the city. Socially he is a Knight of

Pythias, a Knight of the Golden Eagle, a member

of Lochawonk Tribe, Red Men of America; and

St. James' Commandery Knights of Malta. He

is also a Colonel of the Fourth Regiment, Knights
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of the Golden Eagle; a charter member and Presi-

dent of the John T. Weiler Gun Club, and a mem-
ber of the Lehigh County Agricultural Society.

July 28, 1884, Dr. Albert S. Rabenold was united

in marriage with Miss Leanda A., daughter of

Nathan and Leanda (Guth) Biery. Their union

has been blessed by the birth of a son, Wilson F.

The Doctor is a member of the Lutheran Church,

while his good wife worships with the German Re-

formed Church.
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JACOB MILLER, a retired farmer of Lehigh

County, is well known throughout its length

and breadth, and his high reputation and
material prosperity are the reward of unusual

natural ability, industriously applied. He has been

prospered in his calling as an agriculturist, and for

the past few years has been leading a life retired

from active work in the city of Catasauqua.

Like many of the best citizens of this county,

our subject is a native of Pennsylvania, having
been born in Allen Township, Northampton Coun-
ty, November 18, 1828. He is a son of Jacob Mill-

er, who was also born in the above place, his

father, Henry Miller, having been a native of this

state. The great-grandfather of our subject came
from Germany, and on arriving in America pur-

chased the farm on which our subject was born.

The family of our subject's grandfather com-
prised six children, all of whom are deceased. He
was an extensive and wealthy farmer, who owned
three different estates, located near the city of
Catasauqua, and made a specialty of breeding a
fine grade of horses. He was a man of sterling in-

tegrity and excellent business ability, and was a
member of the Lutheran Church at Kreidersville.
His wife, Mrs. Barbara (Schriber) Miller, died in
Northampton County, when in her seventy-fourth
year.

The father of our subject, who was also a farmer
by occupation, purchased one of the estates be-
longing to his father. It comprised one hundred

acres, and the well tilled fields and neat appearance

of the place indicated the careful supervision

of the owner. During the last twenty-five years

of his life he lived retired. He died in the fall of

1879, when in his seventy-eighth year. Like his

honored father, he was also a member of the Luth-

eran Church. The lady to whom he was married

was Miss Nancy Snyder, who was born in Fuller-

ton, this county, and was a daughter of Henry
Snyder, a wealthy farmer, who owned what is

the present site of Fullerton. His landed posses-

sions comprised three hundred acres, and in his

farming operations he met with good success. Mrs.

Miller suffered severely from ill-health, having

been an invalid for seven years prior to her de-

cease. She was a member of the Reformed Church.

Jacob Miller, of this sketch, was the eldest of

the parental family of three children, his brother

and sister being Henry S., a resident of Allentown;

and Mary, now Mrs. E. Elick, who lives in East

Allen Township, Northampton County. Jacob was
reared on the old homestead and received a fair

education. In 1856 he was married to Miss Caro-

line B;, daughter of Daniel Snyder. For a quarter

of a century he rented land from his father, on
which he farmed, but in 1873 he purchased four

acres of ground, which he divided into forty-nine

lots, now included in the city of Allentown. This
he held until the streets were opened through his

property, and in 1890 he laid it out as an addition

to the city. It lies between Linden, Hamilton,
West and Sixteenth Streets. In addition to his

city property he owns one hundred acres of the

old homestead, which he occupied until 1882 (the

date of his removal to this city), and he also

owns a beautiful residence, located on the corner of

Front and Union Streets.

Mr. Miller suffered a severe loss in the death
of his first wife, who died at the age of forty-

two years, deeply regretted. On the 10th of May,
1870, he was again married, this union being with

Miss Elizabeth M. Koontz, also a native of this

state. Mrs. Miller is the daughter of Adam Koontz,
who was a farmer during the greater part of his

life, and died in 1882, at the great age of eighty-

five years. Her mother, prior to her marriage Miss

Caroline Stamm, was born in Berlinsville, North-
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ampton County, and was the daughter of Jacob

Stamm, a prominent farmer in that county, where

he was also engaged as a merchant and proprietor

of a hotel. Mr. Stamm was active in public af-

fairs and served many years efficiently as Justice

of the Peace. His wife died in 1879, when sixty-

nine years old. Mrs. Miller is the eldest but one

in the parental family, and has one brother and

two sisters living.

By his first union our subject became the father

of two children: Ida, now Mrs. Burt Stevens, who

makes her home near Rochester, Ohio; and Carrie

A., at home with her father. Mr. Miller was one of

the organizers of the Anti-Horse Thief Association,

of which he was made Captain, holding the posi-

tion until 1880. In religious affairs he holds mem-

bership with St. Paul's Lutheran Church at Cata-

sauqua, and while residing in Shoenersville was

Elder and Deacon for twelve years. He aided very

liberally in the erection of the churches in both

cities. His daughter Carrie is a member of Trinity

Lutheran Church.

Mr. Miller is a true-blue Republican in politics.

He is well read in medical science and studied

homeopathy for thirty years. Although not mak-

ing a practice of the medical profession, he has

cured many ulcers, and thus far has been his own

family physician.
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WILLIAM J. EGGE, Sb., of the firm of

William J. Egge & Co., brick manu-

facturers of Allentown, is one of the

most progressive citizens of the place, and is so

well known in the community that he needs no

special introduction to our readers. He was born

in Lehigh County, this state, January 13, 1820,

and is the son of Jacob Egge, who was born in

Berks County and died when eighty-six years of

age. The ancestry is traced back to Germany,

and the first representative of the family in this

country located in the Keystone State in an early

day.

Mrs. Sarah (Bush) Egge, the mother of our sub-

ject, was bora in Berks County, Pa., and departed

this life when in her forty-seventh year. William

J.,' of this sketch, passed his boyhood in his native

place, where he received a fair education. His

parents being in limited circumstances, he was

compelled at the age of fourteen years to earn his

own livelihood, and first obtained employment in

a brickyard. On reaching his twenty-fifth year

he began the manufacture of brick in Allentown

on his own account, which business he is success-

fully carrying on at the present time. He is a

man of untiring energy, and his success in life has

been the result of his industry and perseverance.

As a Republican, Mr. Egge has been inseparably

associated with the political affairs of his township

and county for a number of years. He served as

President of the School Board for ten years. He

was also President of the Board of Control for

several terms, and is ever ready to lend a helping

hand in the promotion of public enterprises.

In October, 1843, William J. Egge and Miss Ma-

tilda Sherer, of Lehigh County, were united in

marriage. The lady was the daughter of Adam
and Rebecca Sherer, and departed this life in Au-

gust, 1893. Of her family of seven children five

are living, namely: Charles H., who is pastor of

the Liberty Street Evangelical Church in Allen-

town; Ann, Mrs. W. P. Huber; William J., Jr.,

who is engaged in the hardware business in Allen-

town; Matilda, the wife of Thomas E. Butz, of

this city; and Mary Ann, who married John Isa-

moyer. Thomas and George are deceased.

The family residence, which is one of the most

pleasant in Allentown, is situated at No. 602

North Ninth Street, and is the center of attraction

to numerous friends. Mr. Egge is one of the old

and honored citizens of Lehigh County, and has

accomplished much good in his life. When quite

young he became a member of the Evangelical

Church, in which he has always been active. He

is especially interested in Sunday-school work, and

has been Superintendent for a number of years.

About 1855 he was ordained to preach in the

Evangelical Church. At that time there were very

few ministers in this part of the state, there being

only two preachers within a circuit of about one

hundred miles. Through the week Mr. Egge would

work at his business, and on Sunday would often
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preach three times, walking a distance of eighteen

miles in order to meet his appointments. Since

that time he has preached more or less, filling va-

cancies whenever desired. His influence has always

been in the direction of the advancement and bet-

terment of the human race, spiritually and mor-

ally.

HON. JOSEPH LAUBACH. The first ac-

count of the Laubach family begins with

the emigration to America, from the

Palatinate, German}', of Christian, Reinhardt and

Marguerite Laubach, who embarked at Rotter-

dam on board the sailing-vessel "Queen Eliza-

beth," Alexander Hope master, and landed at

Philadelphia, Pa., September 16, 1738. Reinhardt

Laubach settled in Lower Saucon Township soon

after his arrival, and from him the entire Laubach

family is descended. Peter Laubach, his eldest

son, moved from Lower Saucon Township, prob-

ably prior to 1755, and settled near Kreidersville,

Pa., many Indians being then in that vicinity. He
died about 1818, at the age of eighty-four years

and was buried at Zion's Union Church, near

Kreidersville, Pa. His family consisted of two
sons and three daughters. His son Peter married

a Miss Stedler, and, moving to Columbia County,

died in 1860.

Adam, the second son, and grandson of the pio-

neer forefather, Reinhardt Laubach, bought the old

homestead at Kreidersville, where he resided until

his death in 1847. Besides owning a fine farm he
toiled daily in his blacksmith shop. He married

Margaret Newhard, of Lehigh County, in 1788.

His children were Peter, who was born in 1789,

and died in 1857; Susanna, who was born in April,

1791, and died in August, 1826; Elizabeth, born
in 1793; Polly, in 1795; Adam, in 1797; Cather-
ine, in 1799; Rebecca, in 1801; Lydia, in 1803;
John, in 1805; William, in 1808; and Joseph in

April, 1810.

Joseph Laubach spent the first nineteen years
of his life on his father's farm. The ensuing
year was spent in attendance at Easton Academy.

When he was twenty years old he entered the em-

ploy of J. and M. Butz, millers and dealers in dry

goods and groceries. In 1839 he established a

business for himself at Laubachsville, Pa., where he

dealt in general merchandise, coal, etc. He con-

tinued in business in this place thirty-one years

during which time he was Postmaster and Captain

of Volunteers for eleven years. In 1840 he was

elected Auditor, in which capacity he served three

years. During the years 1848 and 1849 he served

as State Representative, and in 1855 was elected

State Senator for the term of three years. In 1861

he was elected one of the Associate Judges of

Northampton County, Pa., and served fifteen years,

being returned for three successive terms. He now
holds the position of President of the Northamp-

ton County Savings Bank, President of the Lehigh

Valley Iron Works, and President of the Allentown

College for Women.
In June, 1862, Judge Laubach was a heavy loser

by the flood, his store being inundated to a depth

of seven feet. The gristmill, of which he was part

owner, was also flooded, and several hundred bar-

rels of flour were carried away, many of which

were found floating more than eighty miles from

the mill. His house, though flooded, withstood

the terrific torrents, which left large logs in the

parlor. It was a refuge for about fifteen persons.

His barn, stock and outbuildings were carried away,

and his total loss was not less than $12,000. Not-

withstanding this heavy drain upon his resources

he was one of the most liberal in rendering assist-

ance and consolation to his fellow-sufferers.

The nomination of Judge Laubach to the Senate

was unanimous, and although serving in a term

noted for its bribery and corruption, he had the

proud satisfaction of retiring from his official duties

with his name untarnished by the faintest breath of

suspicion from either political party. The endorse-

ment of his official acts and the encomiums showered

upon him by papers of his own district are tributes

that will live long after he has passed away. Upon
his departure from the Bench his farewell speech,

recalling old speeches, and associates of the Bench

and Bar, many of whom have now passed away,

was listened to with deep emotion, and called forth

responses from many of his associates, who wit-
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nessed his retirement from the Bench with feelings

of deep regret. He has never been a seeker for

political preferment, but, quiet and unassuming in

his manners, he owes his place in the confidence

and affections of the people solely to his strict in-

tegrity, his benevolence, courtesy and kindness.

Judge Laubach has two daughters, one the wife

of Dr. Hornbeck, and the other the wife of the

only son of Congressman Klotz. His eldest

brother, Peter, was also a very wealthy and in-

fluential man. At the time of his death, in 1857,

he was one of the largest real-estate men and

wealthiest philanthropists in Northampton County,

his name being a synonym for wealth. His sons

were Joseph, John, Samuel, Reuben, Peter, Adam
and Thomas, all of whom became prominent in the

mercantile world.
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ry HARLES E. SHECKLER, Sr., Chief of Po-

Ly lice and Tax Collector in the city of Cat-

asauqua, has attained to a place in the re-

gard of the people second, perhaps, to no other

citizen. He is also engaged in the real-estate busi-

ness, and the story of his life proves that the suc-

cessful man is he who emploj's his powers with the

greatest industry and the most perseverance. An
energetic business man, he has been the source of

benefit to his community, and has aided its mate-

rial progress in no small degree.

Our subject is a native of this state, and was

born in Easton, October 22, 1847. He is the son

of Edward Sheckler, who was born in Lehighton,

Carbon County. His father, Jacob Sheckler, was

a farmer near Mauch Chunk, of which place he was

a native. Later he removed to Lehighton, where

he spent the remaining years of his life. The

great-grandfather, Frederick Sheckler, was a native

of Allentown, and the great-great-grandfather, who

came from Wurtemberg, Germany, located there

before his son's birth.

Edward Sheckler, who was a fine workman, took

a contract, in company with a Mr. App, to build

the Lehigh Valley Railroad from Slatington to Le-

high Gap, a distance of five miles. After its com-
pletion he removed to Slatington, and embarked
in the butcher's business, at which he had been

engaged early in life, and which he there followed

until his removal to Bethlehem. After the late

war he located in this city, where he opened a

meat-market and carried on a good trade until re-

tiring from business. His decease occurred in

Philadelphia, when in his seventy-sixth year.

The mother of our subject, Mrs. Elizabeth (Kess-

ler) Sheckler, was born in Allentown, and was the

daughter of Jacob Kessler, a native of New Jersey,

but of French descent. The father of Mrs. Sheck-

ler farmed on the land which now forms part of

the site of Allentown. She departed this life in

1863.

Of the four children now living of the parental

family, Charles E., of this sketch, is the eldest, his

sisters and brother being Amanda, Laura (now
Mrs. Brierly, of Philadelphia), and William E., who
is engaged in the meat business in Texas. Charles

E. was reared to man's estate in Lehigh Gap and

Slatington. In the former place he tended his fa-

ther's flocks until the spring of 1862, when he went

to Slatington and learned the butcher's trade. In

1864 he removed to Bethlehem, and March 24

of the following year, the Civil War being still in

progress, enlisted in Company G, Two Hundred
and Fifteenth Pennsylvania Infantry, and was

mustered into service in the Quaker City when a

little past sixteen years of age. He was first sent

with his company to Alexandria Court House, Va.,

and afterward to Ft. Delaware, where they did gar-

rison duty. He was discharged in July of that

j
rear, and, returning to Bethlehem, made his home
there for one month, when he came to Catasauqua,

where his father was the proprietor of a meat-

market. He engaged with him in that trade for a

time, and then purchased a store and outfit in

Seigfried's Bridge, which he operated for a time

alone, and later in partnership with his father. In

April, 1875, however, he disposed of his interest in

the business, in order to accept the public position

to which he had been elected.

In 1875 Mr. Sheckler assumed the duties of the

responsible position of Chief of Police, and was re-
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elected the following spring, since which time he

has continued to hold the office. He is now serv-

ing his fourteenth year as Tax Collector, first by

appointment, and later, after the election law was

passed, by the unanimous vote of the people.

The original of this sketch is also a real-estate

dealer in the city, having his office located on

Church Street, near Front. He occupies a commo-

dious residence on Second Street, and owns three

other dwellings in another portion of the city. Mr.

Sheckler was married in Slatington, in 1869, to

Miss Maria Rehrig, a native of that place. To

them have been born nine children, seven of whom
are living, viz.: Charles E., Jr., who owns a wall-

paper establishment; Alfred Grant, in the employ

of the Biyden Horse-shoe Works in this city; and

Sally, Frances, Helen, Robert and Harry, at home

with their parents. Those deceased were William

and Minnie.

Socially our subject belongs to Fuller Post No.

378-, G. A. R., and in politics is a true-blue Repub-

lican. He is a member in good standing of the

German Reformed Church, and is a gentleman

greatly respected throughout Lehigh County.

JOHN F. KOCHER, M. D., is one of the lead-

ing physicians of Lehigh County. The
record of his life is as follows: He was born

in this county June 30, 1842, to Benjamin

and Anna (Weida) Kocher, also natives of this

county. His grandfather, Simon Kocher, was a

well known citizen of Lowhill Township, while his

father, Martin, was born in Alsace, Fiance, and
emigrated to America about 1720. He came im-

mediately to this county and located on a farm
in Heidelberg Township, with whose interests he

was prominently identified. He is the founder
of that branch of the family from which our sub-

ject is descended.

John F., of this sketch, passed his early years on
his father's estate in Lowhill Township, receiving

his primary education in the public schools of Al-
lentown, and for several years thereafter attended

what was known as the Allentown Seminary.

Later he took a course of study in Freeland Sem-

inary, now Ursinus College, at Collegeville, this

state. It was Mr. Kocher's desire to become a

phj'sician, but for five years previous to entering

upon his medical studies he taught school, in the

mean time reading medical works.

In the year 1867 our subject matriculated in

the medical department of the Michigan Uni-

versity at Ann Arbor and attended the winter

course of 1867-68. The following spring he took

a special course in chemistry, and in the' fall of

that year continued his studies in the University

of Pennsylvania, from which he was graduated in

the spring of 1869. After that he taught school

for one year in Weaversville Academy, and in 1870

located for practice in New Smithville, this state.

He remained there for some five years, when he

changed his place of residence to his present home,

where he has built up a large and lucrative pat-

ronage. He is a close student of his profession,

and his skill and ability have not only given him

a high reputation, but have won him an extensive

practice.

Dr. Kocher was mai-ried on the 25th of De-

cember, 1870, to Miss Ellen M., a daughter of

Sylvester Guth, and to them have been born six

children, Harvey L., Edgar B., Jennie L., Lulu G.,

Mamie E. and Annie F. The Doctor filled the

position of Postmaster of his township for four

years, and in politics he is a strong supporter of

Republican principles. He has ever been public

spirited and progressive and gives his support to

every worthy enterprise. He is self made and is a

man of sterling integrity and good business abil-

ity. He holds membership with the German Re-

formed Church in South Whitehall and enjoys the

confidence and sincere esteem of a host of friends.

;***•!•***=

HON. ALVIN J. KERN, M. D. Prominent

among the physicians and surgeons of

Slatington is this gentleman, who is a na-

tive of this city, and whose life, with the excep-

tion of the years he was pursuing his studies at

the schools of the state, has been spent here. His

birth occurred March 28, 1865, his parents being
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Thomas and Amanda Kern, well known in Lehigh

County. A sketch of the former may be found on

another page of this volume, where the ancestral

history of the Doctor is more fully dwelt upon.

Dr. A. J. Kern prepared for his future career of

usefulness in life by laying a good foundation in

the branches of study taught in the common

schools, and on the completion of these studies

engaged in teaching for one term. He then en-

tered Ursinus College, at Collegeville, Pa., where,

in 1885, after remaining for a full course, he grad-

uated with the degree of Bachelor of Science. In

the fall of that year he entered the medical depart-

ment of the University of Pennsylvania, and after

devoting his time and earnest thought to the

branches there pursued, graduated in 1888, his

studies having been confined to the allopathic sys-

tem. Immediately after graduating he began prac-

tice in Slatington, and has successfully conducted

his profession up to the present time. He has

built up an extensive practice, and among his pro-

fessional brethren is regarded as a young man of

bright promise, whose success has been remarkable

for one of his years. In 1891 Dr. Kern pursued a

six-weeks course of special study at Philadelphia,

attending the polyclinics. He is connected with

the Lehigh County Medical Society as a member,

and with the Lehigh Valley Medical organization.

A Republican in politics, the Doctor is inter-

ested in the welfare of his party, and also in

the cause of education. In 1 889 he was elected a

member of the School Board, and was again elected

in 1892. November 6, 1894, he was elected to the

General Assembly of the State of Pennsylvania,

an honor not often won by one so young. He is

numbered among the stockholders of the Slating-

ton Rolling Mills, and has other city investments.

Fraternally he is a member of Slatington Lodge

No. 440, F. &A. M.; of Allen Chapter No. 203,

R. A. M.; and of Allen Commandery No. 20, K. T.

As a member of the Odd Fellows' society, he be-

longs to Slatington Lodge No. 624, and to Encamp-

ment No. 231. In addition to those already men-

tioned he belongs to the Order of United American

Mechanics, and to the Patriotic Order Sons of

America.

June 13, 1893, was celebrated the marriage of

18

Dr. Kern and Miss Emma J. Schaffer, of White-

hall, Lehigh County, and they have one child,

Marion Schaffer Kern, born March 28, 1894. They

are members of St. "John's Reformed Church of

Slatington, and are well received in the best soci-

ety of this place.

.^@)

HON. CHARLES BRODHEAD. During the

many years in which this gentleman has

been a resident of Bethlehem, he has not

only witnessed its progress from a comparatively

unimportant town to its proud position as one of

the foremost cities of this part of Pennsylvania,

but he has also aided in its development, and his

history is closely interwoven with that of North-

ampton County. His life has been a busy and

useful one. Realizing that the aim of life is not

merely to "kill time," he has rightly valued every

moment given him, and has thus gained a reputa-

tion for promptness in originating plans and dis-

patch iu executing them. The ancestry and life

record of one so prominent among his fellow-men

will possess for our readers more than ordinary in-

terest, and it is therefore with pleasure that the

biographer presents the following outline of his

career.

There are few families in the United States

whose residence here antedates that of the Brod-

head family. Its first representative in America,

Daniel Brodhead, came to this country as a Cap-

tain of Grenadiers in the expedition of Col. Rich-

ard Nicolls (in the reign of Charles II. , King of

England), which captured New York from the

Dutch in 1664. With New York (then New Am-

sterdam) were surrendered all the Dutch Depend-

encies, as they were called, on the Hudson River,

including Esopus, Schenectady and Ft. Orange

(Albany). Capt, Daniel Brodhead was assigned,

with his company of grenadiers, to keep in order
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the Dutch at Esopus (then called "the Esopes"),

and was obliged to oversee movements on both

sides of Esopus Creek, which enters the Hudson

River at that point. His title was that of Captain-

General of the Esopes.

Prior to leaving England, Captain Brodhead

married Ann Tye, by whom he had several chil-

dren, among them three sons, Daniel, Charles and

Richard. Charles was evidently named in honor

of the King of England, and Richard was the

namesake of the Colonel of the expedition. These

names continue in the family to the present. The

Captain appears to have made his headquarters at

Marbletown, a village a few miles west of the

Hudson, where lie dispensed, with iron hand, jus-

tice and equity to his Dutch neighbors, and where

he died July 14, 1667. His widow survived him,

and in 1697 built a residence for herself and fam-

ily, which remained in possession of some member

of the Brodhead family until 1890.

By reason of the long retention of this house,

and the business qualities of Mrs. Ann (Tye) Brod-

head and her children, a large number of papers

relative to the family were kept there intact, and

were secured a few years ago by Lucas Brodhead,

of Spring Station, Ky., who has had many of them

copied and photographed for distribution among
the family. Among others was the following pass,

given by the town authorities of Marbletown, Ul-

ster County, N. Y., to Daniel Brodhead, a grand-

son of the Grenadier Captain, and no doubt the

first Brodhead to visit the state of Pennsylvania:

"Ulster, in the Province of New York.

"Mattys Jansen, Maj. Johannes Hardenbergh
and Capt. John Rutsen, Esqrs., Justices of the

Peace for the county of Ulster, assigned,

"To all to whom these presents shall come, or

may concern, greeting: Whereas, Daniel Brodhead,
son of Capt. Charles Brodhead, hath a purpose to

Travell out of this Province of New York into

the Provinces of New Jersey and Pensilvaina:

These are to certifie that the said Daniel Brodhead
hath been known unto us from the time of his na-

tivity to this day, and during all the sd time hath
behaved himselfe as a True and Faithfull subject

to our Soveraigne Lord King George and his pre-

decesors, and is of honest and goo4 fame, name,

credit and Reputation, and we desire he maybe

greeted according.

"Given under our hands and seales in Kingston,

this 12th day of September, in the fifth yeare of

his Majesty's Reign, anno q Dono, 1718.

(Signed) "Mattys Jansen.

"J. Hardenbergh.

"John Rutsen."

This Daniel Brodhead, however, did not settle

in Pennsylvania, but made such a favorable report

of the capabilities of the state, that his cousin,

Daniel Brodhead, son of Richard Brodhead (a

brother of Capt. Charles Brodhead before men-

tioned), came to Pennsylvania about 1735, and

settled on what has since been called Brodhead's

Creek, near Stroudsburg, then Bucks, now Monroe

County. Mr. Brodhead laid out a town on his

mile square of land and called it Dansbury. The

Stroudsburg station of the Delaware, Lackawanna

& Western Railroad Company is on this tract, and

the town is called East Stroudsburg. From this

pioneer are descended the Brodheads of Pennsyl-

vania. One of his sons, Daniel Brodhead, was

Colonel of the Eighth Pennsylvania Regiment on

Continental Establishment during the Revolution-

ary War, and at the close thereof, while Colonel

commanding the Western Department, with head-

quarters at Pittsburg, by special act of General

Washington, and on the re-organization of the

Pennsylvania troops about 1782, was made Colonel

of the First Pennsylvania Regiment on Conti-

nental Establishment. He filled several state offices,

and when the new state organization was formed

in 1789, became the first Surveyor-General of the

state, which office he held for many years. He

died at Milford, Pike County, in 1809. Another

son, Garret Brodhead, was also an officer during

the Revolution. He was the great-grandfather of

the subject of this sketch.

Charles Brodhead was born at Conyngham, Lu-

zerne County, Pa., August 4, 1824, being a son of

Albert Sallatin and Ellen (Middagh) Brodhead.

His father, a merchant of Conyngham, was for

several terms a member of the State Legislature

from Luzerne County, but in 1839 purchased and

moved to the old Brodhead homestead at Dela-

ware, Pike County. The schools of the village in
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which our subject was born, and where he resided

until fourteen, were very deficient in educational

facilities, and hence, during the winter of 1838-39,

he was sent to the academical school at Strouds-

burg, kept by Ira Burrell Newman. In the spring

of 1840 he followed Mr. Newman to a newly estab-

lished boarding school at Dingman's High Falls,

in Pike County, Pa. In November, 1840, he left

the Pike County school and entered Lafayette

College, at Easton, then under the administration

of Rev. Dr. George Junkiman, entering the Fresh-

man class. From that institution he was gradu-

ated in 1844, during the presidency of Rev. Dr.

John W. Yeomans. Immediately after his gradua-

tion he entered the law office of his uncle, Richard

Brodhead, then Member of Congress from the

Tenth Legion (as the district was then called) and

subsequently United States Senator from Pennsyl-

vania.

During his student days Mr. Brodhead attended

the law school established in Philadelphia by that

eminent lawyer, David Hoffman, the author of

"Course of Legal Study," '-Legal Outlines," and

other works of merit. Mr. Brodhead was admitted

to the Bar at Easton in the November term of

1846. Shortly subsequent to his admission he

acted as Sheriff's Attorney for three years, but

shortly thereafter gave up the practice of law and

went into the real-estate business at Bethlehem.

About that time two railroads were in process of

construction to Bethlehem: the Lehigh Valley, in

connection with the Central Railroad of New Jer-

sey, from New York; and the North Pennsylvania

Railroad from Philadelphia. Both roads had their

lines located on the south side of the Lehigh River

at Bethlehem, and Mr. Brodhead in 1854 pur-

chased one hundred acres of the Moravian farm

lands on that side of the river, and laid out what

is now to a great extent the borough of South

Bethlehem. The population of this place is now
about twelve thousand, and he is one of its large

land-owners. He is also the owner of valuable

realty in Bethlehem, where among his other pos-

sessions he owns the famous Sun Inn, built by the

Moravian Congregation in 1758.

Upon laying out South Bethlehem, the first

move of Mr. Brodhead was to get a Government

foundry established in that place. He secured the

recommendation of the Secretary of War, Jefferson

Davis, to Congress for the erection of Govern-

ment foundries, and through the efforts of Hon.

Richard Brodhead, then United States Senator

from Pennsylvania, also procured a report from

the committee of the United States Senate in favor

of erecting one at Bethlehem; but when the report

came in the Senate, every Senator, of course,

wanted the foundry in his state, every Member of

Congress wanted it in his "deestrick," and the re-

sult was no Government foundry for anybody;

but, nevertheless, the leaven worked, and to-day

extensive works for the manufacture of war ma-

terial for the Government are in very successful

operation upon the very ground reserved by Mr.

Brodhead for the Government foundry in 1856,

and which he subsequently sold to the Bethlehem

Iron Company.

Mr. Brodhead was early and earnest in his efforts

to secure manufacturing establishments at Bethle-

hem, and it was mainly due to his active co-opera-

tion in the projects of Augustus Wolle that the

Bethlehem Iron Company's works were located in

South Bethlehem. The facts a:e briefly these: Mr.

Wolle was, and continued to be all his life, one of

the most active and progressive men that was ever

in business in the Bethlehems, and his particular

talent was that of an executive officer. He had

leased what was known as the Gangewer Ore Bed,

in Saucon Township, and secured a charter for an

organization called the Saucona Iron Company,

for the development of the Gangewer and other

veins of hematite ores. He urged Mr. Brodhead

to join him in this project, but the latter suggested

that they unite forces and put up works in South

Bethlehem, for the extra cost of ore transportation

would be quite compensated for by the less cost of

transportation of coal, if stopped at Bethlehem.

The result was that Mr. Wolle, being himself a

large land owner in South Bethlehem, agreed upon

that place as the site for the new works. Mr.

Brodhead then and there drew up a supplement to

Mr. Wolle 's Saucona charter, which was subse-

quently passed by the Pennsylvania Legislature,

authorizing the company to make and manufac-

ture iron ores and iron into any shape or condi-



462 POKTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

tion, and changing the'name of the company to

"The Bethlehem Rolling Mill andiron Company."

Mr. Wolle was the first and largest subscriber to

the stock, and was followed by Messrs. Brodhead,

Daniel, Rauch, the Moravian congregation, and

otheis. Thus the Bethlehem Mills became an ac-

complished fact.

Mr. Brodhead was the first to suggest the con-

struction of the New Street bridge, which, starting

in Bethlehem, in Northampton County, crosses the

canal and railroad of the Lehigh Coal and Navi-

gation Company, the Monocacy Creek, a section of

Lehigh County, the Lehigh River, many tracks of

the Lehigh Valley Railroad, and after a stretch of

eleven hundred feet, terminates in South Bethle-

hem. The Broad Street bridge, which connects

Bethlehem with West Bethlehem, was also one of

Mr. Brodhead 's conceptions, the idea having first

come to him when he was having his engineers lo-

cate what was popularly known as "Charley Brod-

head's Huckleberry Railroad," now the Lehigh &
Lackawanna Railroad, leading from Bethlehem to

the great slate quarries in and about Chapman,

Wind Gap, Pen Argyl and Bangor, with a branch

leading through the famous Wind Gap of the Blue

Mountains, and extending to Saylor's Lake in

Monroe County. The objective point of the road

is Stroudsburg, on the Delaware, Lackawanna &
Western Railroad, a connection with which will

make it the shortest rail line for summer tourists

from Philadelphia to the resorts at Delaware Water
Gap, Stroudsburg, the Pocono Mountains, Bush-
kill, Dingman's High Falls and Milford, on the

Upper Delaware. This road was projected by Mr.
Brodhead, and pushed through by him with untir-

ing perseverance and pertinacity. He was for

many years its President. It is now one of the
leased lines of the Central Railroad of New Jersey.

In 1873 Mr. Brodhead was elected a member of
the constitutional convention of Pennsylvania
and was the originator of several valuable pro-
visions in that instrument, notably the one pro-
viding for free telegraph lines, and prohibiting
the consolidation of parallel or competing lints,

by reason of which the people of the state were
protected from the thraldom of a monster monop-
oly. He also secured the enactment of the section.

which prohibits all officers and employes of rail-

road companies from being interested, directly or

indirectly, in the furnishing of supplies and ma-

terial for the corporations with which they are

connected, or being interested in transportation

lines or contracts for transportation, which pro-

visions have been very beneficial to stockholders,

who theretofore were often plundered by unscrupu-

lous officers and employes. He likewise intro-

duced and secured the adoption of the section

which extended the terms of County Treasurer to

three years, and prohibited their re-election, which

has had a very salutary effect upon municipal

financiering. He is a member of the Board of

Trustees of Lehigh University, and has ever mani-

fested a warm interest in educational affairs. His

marriage, June 1, 1858, united him with Miss

Camilla M., daughter of Gen. Conrad Shimer, an

extensive farmer, and prominent in the military

and political affairs of Northampton County.

«M*

THE SUN INN. This building is one of the

most ancient in Pennsylvania, and its

history contains much that will interest

and instruct the thoughtful reader. Briefly, there-

fore, we give in outline some of the events with

which its name is connected and record for poster-

ity its eventful history. For the facts contained

herein, we are indebted to the author of the "Old

Moravian Sun Inn," an interesting pamphlet pub-

lished in 1893. When the Moravians commenced
the building of Bethlehem in the spring of 1741,

and for a number of years thereafter, such was

their remoteness from the routes of travel in south-

eastern Pennsylvania, that an inn was an unneces-

sary luxury. However, as time passed by, a strong

tide of emigration set in from the more populous

parts of the province, and also from other lands

across the ocean. Roads were opened, clearings

made, farms sprang up, and houses began to dot

the hillsides. Bethlehem, situated on the through

line from New York to Baltimore and the Caro-

linas, became a point in the ever-increasing artery



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 463

of travel, and it thus became necessary to erect a

suitable inn.

In July of 1754, the matter was given into the

hands of a committee for consideration, and the3r

decided upon a site "situate on the road leading

to the tile-kiln, and opposite the Manockasy and

the quarry." The Indian War of 1755 caused the

Moravians to abandon temporarily their hotel en-

terprise. Finally, in 1757, preparatory steps were

taken toward the building of an inn the ensuing

spring. Little by little the work progressed, and

finally the structure was completed. March 24,

1760, Peter and Ann Mary Worbas occupied apart-

ments in the house, and in the ensuing June filed

an application with the court to secure a permit to

entertain travelers and to sell beer and cider. On
the 24th of September, 1760, the first travelers

were entertained at the inn.

The year 1762 is memorable in the history of

the Moravians in Pennsylvania as marking an im-

portant change in their social politj-. It was then

that the Bethlehem Econom\r was dissolved; where-

as during its existence all the members of the so-

ciety had contributed their labor toward the com-

monwealth, certain branches of industry only were

hereafter conducted for the support of its enter-

prises by specially appointed agents, who were

amenable to the chief proprietor of the Moravian

estates. Among these were several trades, four

farms and the Sun Inn. For the latter a new
epoch in its history was opened by this change.

Its name was changed from the "House of Enter-

tainment" to the "Sun Inn," and, emblematic of

its new cognomen, there appeared upon its sign-

board, in June, 1764, a sun in the splendor of

noonday.

About 1771, owing to a division of the estates

and possessions of the Moravian Church, the Sun
Inn passed into the hands of the Stewards of the

Society of Bethlehem, and for the following sev-

enty-five years it was conducted solely for the

benefit of that body, at first by salaried agents,

and after 1830 by tenants. Many noted men and
women have at various times been entertained at

this old house. In September, 1772, General Gage
and his family were among its guests, and in May,
1773, Gov. Richard Penn was there entertained.

Gov. John Penn was several times a guest of the

inn. November 28, 1801, Gen. Charles Lee stopped

at the "Sun" for dinner. The register of the

"Sun" has this entry: "Gen. Lee, six horses and
four servants. Five dinners, one bottle of Madeira,

five quarts of beer and five and one-quarter pints

of brandy."

The quiet of the little Moravian settlement was

disturbed by the outbreak of the Revolutionary

War, and from that time until the close of the

conflict Bethlehem did its share toward the suc-

cess of the Colonists. September 11, 1777, was

fought the bloody battle of Brandy wine, after

which the military stores of the army were hurried

inland from'French Creek. On the 19th, a note

was received by Rev. Mr. Ettwein, of Bethlehem,

stating that by order of Congress the sick and

wounded soldiers were to be brought to Bethle-

hem for proper care. The following day the vil-

lage was crowded with civilians and soldiers, and

soon the sick and wounded arrived. Among the

latter was General La Fayette, attended by his

suite, and General Woodford and Colonel Arm-

strong. The Continental Congress was represented

by some of its most prominent members, including

John Hancock, Samuel Adams, Henry Laurens and

Charles Thomson. The inn was crowded to its

utmost capacity, and private houses were also con-

verted into hospitals for the wounded soldiers.

In the autumn of 1785 a boarding school for

young ladies was established in Bethlehem, after

which the inn gained a new and aristocratic pat-

ronage, and on commencement day, year after

year, its rooms were thronged with gay and happy

guests. Of recent years it has been entirely re-

modeled and considerably enlarged, but the old

building, with its massive walls and interior ar-

rangements, is substantially the same as when first

opened. Steam heat, electric lights and other im-

provements of modern times are to be found there,

and guests are sure of the most courteous and hos-

pitable entertainment. In March, 1868, the pres-

ent proprietor, Charles Brodhead, purchased the

inn for $50,000. It is now, as it long has been, a

favorite place of sojourn for summer tourists, com-

mercial and business men.

Could the walls of this old structure speak, what
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an interesting tale they would tell of the great men

and women who theresojourned; of Lady Washing-

ton, once a guest there; of George Washington,

who in July of 1782, was welcomed there with due

honor; of many noted men and women, long since

dead, who once gathered beneath its roof, sat at its

tables and lingered in pleasant converse over its

hospitable board. Gone are those days, and those

illustrious men who made the history of America

during the infancy of the Colonies; but though

they are gone, the old building still stands, a

monument of a memorable past and the heritage

of the present generation from their forefathers.

«<*> H©i»

ME. HORNBECK, M. D., one of the oldest

and most skillful physicians of the Le-

high Valley, is at present practicing in

Catasauqua, where he has a large patronage and

has been very successful in a financial way. He
comes of a well known family in this section, his

father having been a prominent attorney and

Member of Congress for many years.

Dr. Hornbeck was born in Allen town, on the

24th of January, 1842, and is the son of Hon.

John W. Hornbeck, who was a native of Sussex

County, N. J., where his father, Dr. Jacob Horn-

beck, was also born. Hon. John W. Hornbeck

was graduated from Union College in Schenec-

tady, N. Y., and after completing his study of

Blackstone located for practice in Allentown. He
was elected on the Whig ticket as a Member of

Congress from Lehigh and Bucks Counties, but

died at his home in 1849, before the expiration

of his term. He was one of the organizers of the

Presbyterian Church in Allentown, in the work
of which he always took a prominent part.

Mrs. Maria (Martin) Hornbeck, who was the

mother of our subject, was born in Allentown and
was the daughter of Dr. Jacob Martin, also a na-

tive of that city. He was educated in the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, where he also conducted his

medical studies. After graduating he practiced

during his entire life in Allentown. His father,

Dr. Charles Frederick Martin, was born and edu-

cated in Berlin, Germany. He emigrated to the

United States, locating first in Montgomery Coun-

ty, this state, and later removed to Macungie,

where his decease occurred.

The household of Hon. John W. and Mrs. Horn-

beck included four children, only three of whom

are living, and of these the subject of this record

is the eldest. His primary studies were carried on

in the academy of Allentown, and when ready to

commence reading medicine he entered the office

of his uncle, Dr. T. H. Martin, of the above city,

with whom he remained until enlisting for nine

months in the Union army in 1862. He became a

member of the One Hundred and Twenty-eighth

Pennsylvania Infantry, and was mustered in as

Hospital Steward and with his company, which

formed a part of the Twelfth Army Corps, was

sent to join the Army of the Potomac. They

fought in the battles of Fredericksburg and Chan-

cellorsville, and Mr. Hornbeck was honorably dis-

charged in May, 1863.

In the fall of the latter year our subject entered

the University of Pennsylvania, and was gradu-

ated from the medical department in the year

1865. Locating at once in Catasauqua, which

was then a small village, he began the work of

caring for the sick, in company with his uncle,

Dr. F. B. Martin. They continued together until

1868, when the latter died, and Dr. Hornbeck suc-

ceeded to the entire practice. In 1884 he com-

pleted his comfortable residence at No. 225 Bridge

Street, in which he also has his office.

In 1868, in Northampton County, Dr. M. E.

Hornbeck was married to Miss Mary Laubach, and

there have been born to them a son and a daugh-

ter: James L., who is a student in the medical de-

partment of the University of Pennsylvania at

Philadelphia and Helen, who is at home. Hon.

Joseph Laubach, the father of Mrs. Hornbeck, was

for sixteen years Associate Judge of Northampton

County. He was also President of the Northampton

County Bank in Easton, and held the same posi-

tion in the Coplay Iron Works for many years. He

is now deceased, his last days having been passed

in Bethlehem.

Dr. Hornbeck is a member of the Board of

Health in the city, and socially belongs to Fuller



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 465

Post, of which he is Surgeon; the Lehigh Medical

Society, the Lehigh Valley Medical Association and

the State Medical Society. He is also connected

with the Lehigh Valley Railroad Surgeons' Associ-

ation. He stands very high in his profession, and

has a reputation as a skillful surgeon which ex-

tends throughout this and surrounding counties.

<TTr UGDSTUS SCHULTZE, D. D., President

/—\ of the Moravian College and Theological

Seminary in Bethlehem, is well known in

this part of the state as a theologian and philologist

of marked ability, and to his earnest efforts is due

in a large measure the success of this well known

educational institution. It is nearly a quarter of

a century since he became identified intimately

with its welfare, and during this time the college

has acquired an enviable reputation among Mora-

vian brethren in all parts of the country. A
writer of no mean ability, Dr. Schultze has pub-

lished numerous works, and is a regular contribu-

tor to the leading magazines and papers of his de-

nomination.

A native of Germany, Dr. Schultze was born

near Potsdam, in Brandenburg, in 1840, being a

son of Lewis Schultze, who was a native of the

same locality and a merchant and farmer by occu-

pation. For some years subsequent to 1849 he had

charge of the land of the Moravian Congregation

in Silesia, where our subject attended the Moravian

Academy after reaching his tenth year. Lewis

Schultze retired from active work about 1871,

when, with his wife, he crossed the Atlantic, mak-

ing his home in Bethlehem. His death occurred

in this city, when he had attained the good old

age of seventy-six years. His wife, Fredericka

Haeseler, who was born in Gross Beeren, Branden-

burg, also died in Bethlehem. Of their two chil-

dren only one is living. Until his fourteenth year

Dr. Schultze attended the Moravian Grammar

School, after which he pursued his studies in the

Moravian College at Niesky, in the northwestern

part of Silesia, and at the Theological Seminary of

Gnadenfeld, graduating from the latter institu-

tion in 1861. Next going to French Switzerland,

he located at Lausanne, where he taught in the

Moravian School of that city for one year. In

1862 he was appointed Professor of Latin, Greek,

Hebrew and Modern History in Niesky College,

and continued in that capacity until 1869, when

he was made Vice-President of the college. Later

he was ordained a minister in the Moravian Church,

and in 1870 received a call to Bethlehem.

Though his first invitation to come to this city

was declined, on receiving the second call, in the

fall of 1870, Dr. Schultze concluded to accept it,

and on becoming connected witli the Bethlehem

Moravian College took charge of the chairs of

Exegetical and Dogmatic Theology and the higher

classes in Greek and Hebrew. In 1884 he was

made President of the faculty, and still serves in

this most responsible position. In 1881 he was

elected a member of the Board of Elders of the

Moravian Church, which has charge of the general

supervision and direction of the Moravian denomi-

nation in this country. He was re-elected in 1884

and in 1888, and was Secretary of the board. In

1893 he declined re-election, as he found his time

too fully occupied with his other numerous duties.

The Doctor was editor of Der Brueder Botschaf-

ier, a weekly German paper, being sole editor

from 1884 until 1893, when he resigned. He

has also contributed to the literature of his de-

nomination in many ways, having been the author

of the "German History of Moravian Missions,

with Maps and Illustrations," a book of two hun-

dred and sixty pages, and an English grammar and

vocabulary of the Eskimo language, a work of

seventy pages. He published at his own expense

the first Danish-Moravian text-book, the "History

of the Bethlehem Widows' Society," and "The

Books of the Bible, Analyzed."

Our subject was first married in Bethlehem, in

1871, to Miss Julia Reck, who was born here, and

who died in 1874, leaving one son, William, who

is a graduate of the Moravian College, and a Pro-

fessor at Nazareth Hall. The Doctor was a second

time married, in 1876, at Gnadenhutten, Ohio,

Miss Addie Peter then becoming his wife. She

was born in Gnadenhutten, and received her educa-

tion at Hope, Ind., where she taught for several
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years. Her great-great-grandfather, Rev. John F.

Peter, was born in Germany, and was a minister of

the Moravian Church in Bethlehem, where he died

at the age of eighty-three years. One of his sons,

David, and two of his brothers removed to Ohio,

taking charge of the store of the denomination at

Gnadenhutten. Dr. and Mrs. Schultze have be-

come the parents of four children: Clara, who

graduated from the parochial schools with honor,

delivering the salutatory address; and Frederick,

Emily and Agnes, who complete the number.

In 1879 Dr. Schultze was a delegate to the Gen-

eral Synod of the Moravian Church in Germany,

and made a trip of three months, visiting his old

home and traveling in Austria, Italy, etc. At the

Mt. Gretna (Pa.) Chautauqua he was Professor of

Hebrew in 1893, and the following year was Pro-

fessor of Bible Instruction and Hebrew. In 1893

the degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred

upon him by the Board of Trustees of Lafayette

College. Politically he votes with the Republican

party.

A very brief record and description of the Mo-
ravian College and Theological Seminary may be

interesting to many to whom its name has been

familiar since its earliest year. This institution

was organized in the early part of the century,

and in 1838 was removed to Bethlehem, where it

continued until 1851. It was later transferred to

Nazareth, where it remained for a period of seven

years, and was subsequently removed to Bethlehem a

second time, where it has remained ever since, and
in 1863 was incorporated under its present title.

The primary design of this college is to give

young men a thorough classical education, and sec-

ondly a complete course in theology. The buildings

are beautifully situated on a fine plot of ground
at the northern edge of the borough, and comprise
Comenius Hall, the main building, which contains
four classrooms, fifty study rooms, offices, library,

receptions rooms, etc.; "The Helen Stadiger Bor-
hek Memorial Chapel;" the refectory and the resi-

dent professors' house. The second-named building,
the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Ashton C.Borhek, has a seat-

ing capacity of about two hundred and fifty, and
is beautiful in design and architecture. Special
attention is given to the importance of a thorough

classical training, as it is believed that thoroughness

in the ancient languages is of the utmost importance

to young men desiring to devote their lives to ths

ministry and to the interpretation of the sacred

writings. The regular course is of four years'

duration, while that of the theological department

covers two years of study. Students who success-

fully complete the first-named required course are

entitled to the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and on

a similar completion of the theological course the

degree of Bachelor of Divinity is conferred upon

them.

: ^)§*#P •

JOSEPH E. JONES, a representative citizeD

and retired agriculturist of Bethlehem Town-

ship, is a native of Pennsylvania, and was

born in Northampton County, June 3, 1826-

He is a son of Joseph and Mary (Butz) Jones, also

natives of Northampton County. Griffith Jones,

the great-grandfather of our subject, was a native

of Wales, and was one of the first settlers of Beth-

lehem Township. He came to this country in

1750, and settled on the farm where our subject

now lives. The residence Mr. Jones occupies at

the present time is an old-fashioned stone struc-

ture, built by his grandfather, Joseph Jones, in

1809. The farm on which it is situated has been

the property of the Jones family for almost one

hundred and fifty years, four generations having

been born, reared and called away within the

walls of that same old stone house.

The subject of this sketch grew to man's estate

in Northampton County, spending his boyhood

days in work and play the same as all boys of his

day were accustomed to do, and taking part in all

the games and sports of that primitive time with

keen enjoyment. He attended the public schools

of his locality, and also the private schools of

Bethlehem, thereby gaining a fair education. Be-

ing a diligent student and a constant reader, he

has kept pace with the current topics, and is well

posted on the local and national issues of the day.

The marriage of Mr. Jones occurred in 1863,

and united him with Miss Anna E. Messinger, a
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Pennsylvania!) by birth. Two children blessed

this happy union, Isabella C. and Flora A. His

beloved wife, who for many years was his devoted

helpmate and counselor, departed this life Decem-

ber 25, 1891, leaving behind her a loving hus-

band, daughter, and many warm friends to mourn

her loss.

Our subject owns one hundred and seventy-

seven acres of as valuable farm land as can be

found in Bethlehem Township. It is well culti-

vated and improved, being stocked with all the

necessary farming implements, and having on it

large and commodious outbuildings. Mr. Jones

has been a life-long agriculturist, and has been

very successful in his chosen occupation. He is

spending his declining years with his daughter

Flora on the old Jones homestead, where he has

seen so many of life's joys and sorrows, and after

a lifetime spent in usefulness and well-doing he

is enjoying the rest which he so well deserves.

In politics Mr. Jones is a Republican, tried and

true, and since casting his first ballot has always

upheld the principles for which the party stands.

He is an honored member of Salem Lutheran

Church at Bethlehem, giving liberally to the sup-

port of the same. He takes an active part in be-

nevolent enterprises and in all good works of the

community, and commands the esteem and confi-

dence of all.

MITCHELL WALTER, M. D., who is en-

gaged in the practice of medicine in

South Bethlehem, is one of the rising

young physicians of this section. He is a gentle-

man of marked enterprise and much ability, and

an honorable and remunerative career lies before

him in the field of medicine. He was born in

Farmersville, Northampton County, thisstate,May

2, 1867, and is the son of Dr. B. C. Walter, also a

prominent physician of Northampton County, and

of whom further mention is made in the sketch of

his son, William Walter, on another page in this

volume.

The subject of this sketch was the third young-

est in the parental family and received his primary

education in the public schools of his native place.

Later he attended Easton Academy, from which

he was graduated in 1887. He then began teach-

ing school, which occupation he followed for two

years. In the mean time he devoted his spare

moments to the study of medicine, it being his

ambition to follow in the footsteps of his honored

father and become a physician. In 1890 he en-

tered Jefferson Medical College, where he took a

course of two years. He then became a student in

the Medico-Chirurgical College of Philadelphia,

from which institution he was graduated with

honors in the Class of '93.

Previous to this, however, Dr. Walter had taken

a course in the Pennsylvania Hospital and fol-

lowed special studies in the Blockley Hospital.

He also took a course in a hospital devoted to the

treatment of contagious diseases. Looking about

him for a suitable location, he decided to open an

office in Farmersville. This he did, engaging in

practice there until 1894. On the 20th of Feb-

ruary, that year, he came to South Bethlehem,

where he has an office at No. 23 East Fourth Street.

Being so well equipped for his profession, the

Doctor has built up a lucrative practice, and is

classed among the skilled surgeons and successful

physicians of this part of the county. Religiously

he is a devoted member of the Lutheran Church.

As one of the representative citizens of South

Bethlehem, it gives us pleasure to present to out-

readers this brief sketch of his life.

<Tpr ARON B. LEVERS, who is the oldest brick

/—\ manufacturer in Bethlehem, is a public-

spirited citizen and a very enterprising

business man. A native of this city, he is active

in promoting her welfare, and is thoroughly identi-

fied with her best interests.

The paternal grandfather of our subject, Rich-

ard Levers, was of English descent, his father hav-

ing removed to this country in a very early day.

While a resident of England he held the position

of Prothonotary. Richard Levers was a soldier in
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the War of 1812, and died from the effects of dis-

ease contracted in the service. He was a resident

of Eastern, and his son, John J., our subject's fa-

ther, was born in Northampton County. He was

apprenticed to the carpenter's trade, and became a

resident of Bethlehem, where he engaged in con-

tracting and building, constructing bridges and

doing general contract work all over the county.

About 1830 he started the brickyard now carried

on b}r his son, and continued in this business for

over forty years, or until his death, in 1872, when

he had attained the age of seventy-two years.

His wife, Sarah, was born in Bethlehem Township,

and was a daughter of John Beidnaur, also a native

of that place. His brother, who was an Aide under

Washington in the Revolutionary War, fought in

the battle of Brandywine and while in the service

lost a leg. Mrs. Levers' father, who was a farmer

and millwright, was of German descent, and was

the first settler at Conshohocken, Pa., having lo-

cated there as early as 1731. Mrs. Sarah Levers

died in 1891, at the age of eighty-nine years.

Of the five children of John J. and Sarah Levers

only two are now living. A brother, Henry R.,

donned the blue at the first call from the Presi-

dent for troops, becoming a member of the First

Pennsylvania Regiment, re-enlisting in the Forty-

sixth Regiment, and being finally discharged on ac-

count of physical disability. Owen J. was a mem-
ber of Company C, One Hundred and Twenty-
ninth Regiment, in which he enlisted for nine

months, and after his term had expired re-enlisted

in the Forty-sixth Pennsylvania, serving under
Sherman until the close of the war, and being
wounded several times. Both these brothers are

now deceased, having died in Bethlehem.

The boyhood of A. B. Levers was passed in at-

tendance at the common schools of Bethlehem, and
with his father he learned the trade of brickmak-
ing. Much of his time was also devoted to agri-

cultural pursuits, his farm comprising one hundred
acres. In 1872 he bought out his father's business,

on the death of the latter, and has since continued
at that occupation. This business was established

over sixty years ago, and during this time there
has been consumed in its operation clay which
covered about a fourth of a mile in extent. In

the works are two kilns, with a capacity of about

one hundred and fifty thousand bricks apiece,

which are operated by steam-power. Near the kilns

is a well about one hundred and twenty feet deep.

Among the organizers of the Bethlehem Fair

and Driving Park Association was Mr. Levers, who
sold them the site and remains one of the largest

stockholders and a Director. This track is the

finest half mile-track in the state, and the farm of

our subject, which comprises forty acres, adjoins

the corporation. The residence of Mr. Levers is

at No. 20 North High Street. He was married in

this city, in 1860, to Leanora Stocker, who was

born in Nazareth, and they have two children:

Harry O., of this city, and C. L., wife of C. L.

Shimer, also of Bethlehem. The parentsare mem-
bers of the Moravian Church, and in politics our

subject casts his ballot in favor of the Republican

party.

^)#(^:

TILGHMAN R. LAUBACH. A lifetime of

earnest endeavor in pursuing his chosen

calling, coupled with strict integrity and
honesty of purpose, has tended to place Mr. Lau-

bach among the highly honored and successful

business men of Catasauqua, where he has been en-

gaged for the last thirty years as a dealer in roofing

slate. He is at present residing at No. 745 North
Third Street, North Catasauqua, which is just over

the line in Allen Township, Northampton County,

but all his interests are centered in this city.

Our subject was born in Lehigh Township, this

county, August 10, 1842, and is the son of Reuben
Laubach, a native of the same county, while his fa-

ther, who bore the name of Conrad, was born in

Germany. The latter on coming to America made
his home in Northampton County, where he spent

the remainder of his life. The father of our sub-

ject was in early life a farmer, but on abandoning
that pursuit operated a distillery in Allen Town-
ship, which was owned by John Laubach. He
was a devoted member of the Lutheran Church, in

the faith of which he died in 1885.

Mrs. Catherine (Spangler) Laubach, our subject's

mother, was born in East Allen Township, North-
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ampton County, and was the daughter of Daniel

Spangler, a farmer of good standing and a resident

of Lehigh Township, that county. He was of Eng-

lish birth, and lived to be seventy-six years of age.

The mother of Mrs. Laubach is likewise deceased.

Of the ten children comprised in the parental fam-

ily of our subject three sons and three daughters are

now living.

Tilghman Laubach, of this sketch, passed the

first sixteen years of his life in Allen Township,

when he came to Catasauqua, and for four years

worked on a farm near the city. In the fall of 1863

he moved into the city and began work as a slate-

roofer, traveling about the country plying his

trade for five years. At the end of that time he

was made a partner with his former employer, and

the firm was known as Harper & Laubach. Six

months later, however, the partnership was dis-

solved and our subject began contracting for him-

self, and has since that time been carrying on a lu-

crative trade. He is an expert in his line of work,

and his services have been in demand in all the

surrounding cities as far south as Wilmington and

as far north as Honey Lake, which cover an area

north and south of three hundred and twenty-

eight miles. He is the most prominent slate-roofer

in this vicinity, and during the busy season gives

employment to twenty men.

Mr. Laubach was married in 1868, in this city,

to Miss Fiana, daughter of Samuel Missemer. She

was born in Heidelberg, this county, and by her

union with our subject became the mother of

four children. Isabella is now Mrs. Oscar Kurtz,

of this city; and Edwin is a student in Muhlen-

berg College. Those deceased are Edwin and

Minnie. As an old settler of this place Mr. Lau-

bach has certainly been prominently identified

with its prosperity, on account of his business deal-

ings and the active part which he has taken in all

that tends to promote the best interests of the

community.

For nine years our subject was School Director

in Northampton County, during which time he was

both President and Treasurer of the board. So-

cially he belongs to Porter Lodge, F. & A. M., and

in politics is a stanch Republican. He holds mem-

bership with the Reformed Church, in which he is

a Trustee, and his many excellences of character

have won for him the esteem and confidence of all

with whom he has been brought in contact.

.
:***+****=

JOSEPH B. YEAKEL. Beginning in active

business life with little to call his own, save

habits of industry, energy and perseverance,

Mr. Yeakel has conquered adverse circum-

stances and gained a good place among the resi-

dents of Whitehall Township, where he has a good

farm, which is devoted to dairy purposes. He is a

native of Berks County, this state, having been

born September 7, 1846, to Benjamin and Elizabeth

(Brenner) Yeakel.

The father of our subject was also born in the

above county, while the mother was a native of

Philadelphia. In 1855 our subject was brought

by his parents to this county, and for many years

they made their home in the city of Allentown,

where the father was engaged in the manufacture

of agricultural implements, such as reapers, mow-

ers, threshing machines, etc. As a business man

he was successful, always maintaining the confi-

dence of his fellow-citizens. He carried on busi-

ness for himself in Allentown for seventeen years,

during which time, in addition to the enterprise

already spoken of, he was interested in Bar-

ber's Foundry, and likewise owned shares in the

rolling-mill. He departed this life January 12,

1871, and his good wife followed him to the bet-

ter land four years later. They were greatly

missed in the community in which they lived, and,

being universally loved, were widely mourned.

Of the family of children born to Mr. and Mrs.

Benjamin Yeakel, five survive, namely: Solomon

B.; Lydia, now Mrs. Lewis Kuntz; Susan, the wife

of Henry Keck; Joseph B.; and Simon. The father

was a Republican in politics and was a public-

spirited and enterprising citizen. He was a self-

made man in every sense of the term, and what he

has accumulated was the result of great industry

and perseverance on his part. He is said to have

manufactured the first reaper which was used to
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cut grain in this section of the country, and as a

business man he occupied a prominent position.

Joseph B., of this sketch, was reared to man's es-

tate in Lehigh County. Until reaching his twen-

ty-fifth year he worked for his father m his shops,

and thus became well posted in the manufacture of

farm implements. He moved upon his present

place in the spring of 1871, and since that time has

given his attention to agricultural pursuits, mak-

ing a specialty during the last few years of the

dairy business. He has upon his place some fine

breeds of animals, among which is a herd of eigh-

teen head of cattle called the Dutch Belted. He
has a milk route in Allentown, and in this branch

of business he is meeting with fair success. His

farm comprises sixty acres of land, which is im-

proved by every convenience that can aid a farmer.

Mr. Yeakel is a Republican in politics, and relig-

iously is a member of the Evangelical Church in

Allentown. He takes an active interest in all

measures calculated to advance the welfare of the

people and is numbered among the public-spirited

citizens of the community.

DAVID R. MALCOLM. This gentleman,

who is Superintendent and Director of the

Allentown Spinning Company, has only
been a resident of the United States since 1890,
but has already taken his place among the enter-

prising business men of the city. A native of

Scotland, he was born in Dundee in 1851, being'

the son of George and Helen (Rattray) Malcolm,
the former of whom has been a noted manufact-
urer of Scotland for many years. He is still liv-

ing, and, although he has reached his seventy-
fourth year, continues the manufacture of jute
yarns and burlaps in Dundee.

David R. Malcolm, of this sketch, was educated
in the high school of his native place and in Ger-
many, on leaving which latter country he served an
apprenticeship as engineer, and afterwards entered
his father's factory, his desire being to become
thoroughly acquainted with the manufacture of
jute goods. With this in view he began in the

first department and worked his way up through

all the different stages, until he was acquainted

with every branch of the business. He resided in

Scotland, aiding his father in the operation of his

extensive factory, until August, 1890, when he de-

cided to see something more of the world. Com-

ing to the United States, he immediately took

charge of the spinning-mills largely owned by the

estate of the late Robert Barbour, of Paterson,

N. J. The firm is engaged in the manufacture of

jute yarns and twines, and gives employment to

five hundred operators. Their plant occupies.

a

four-story brick building, 55x250 feet in dimen-

sions, and is conveniently located near the tracks

of the Lehigh Valley Railroad. Mr. Malcolm has

entire charge of the factory, having from the very

first displayed marked ability in this line of work,

and conducting its affairs in a most satisfactory

manner.

In 1876, while residing in Scotland, our subject

was married in Dundee to Miss Henrietta, daugh-

ter of Maj. James and Henrietta (Forbes) Falconer,

also natives of Scotland. Their union has been

blessed by the birth of the following seven chil-

dren : Helen R., James F., George H., Henrietta W.,

David L., Hilda F. and Lessels H. The family

occupy a comfortable brick residence, located at

No. 305 North Fourth Street, and are looked upon

as among the most highly esteemed residents of

Allentown.

e^+^i

CTY ARON M. GREENAWALD. This gentle-

J' ^ man is the owner and occupant of a pro-

ductive tract of land in South Whitehall

Township, this county, which consists of forty-

eight acres, and is so managed as to bring forth

abundant crops of good quality. In addition to

cultivating the soil, he is a prominent teacher and

well known throughout this section as Esquire

Greenawald.

Our subject was born in this county, January

24, 1861, and is the son of Charles and Caroline

(Hausman) Greenawald, who were also born in this

locality, and are at present residing in Weisenburg
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Township. Jacob Greenawald, the grandfather of

our subject, spent his entire life in the above town-

ship, and his father was the founder of this branch

of the family in America. He was a native of

Germany, and on making his home in the New
World located in Weisenburg Township, where

he was classed among its very earliest residents.

Our subject has three brothers who are living:

Edwin, who is a well-to-do agriculturist of Weisen-

burg Township; Daniel J., a resident of Falls

City, Neb.; and William A., who is engaged in

business in Falls City, Neb. Aaron M., of this

sketch, who was reared to manhood on his father's

estate, received a fair education in his native

county, and being the carver of his own destiny

has made it an honorable one. Affable in man-

ners, courteous in address, firm in convictions,

faithful in attachments and true in principles, he

is well liked by all. When sixteen years of age

he attended for one term Heidelberg College at

Tiffin, Ohio, and immediately thereafter began

teaching school, his first engagement being in

Linn Township, this county. He has been very

successful as an educator, and has taught in the

various districts of Lehigh County, following that

occupation during the winter season up to the pres-

ent time, with the exception of two years, when he

was obliged to retire from active work on account

of failing health.

December 25, 1880, Aaron M. Greenawald was

married to Miss Sarah Werley, who was born in

Weisenburg Township. The lady was the daugh-

ter of Penrose and Diana Werley, residents of that

place. The four children who have come to bless

their home, bear the respective names of Llewellyn,

Pirmah, Charles and Jennie.

In 1882 our subject moved upon the farm which

he is at present occupying in South Whitehall

Township, and which, as before stated, comprises

forty-eight acres of well tilled land. Mr. Greena-

wald has always been in favor of every measure

calculated to promote the welfare of his fellow-citi-

zens, and has always been a stanch advocate of

public schools. He holds membership with the

German Reformed Church at Mickleys, and for

many years has taken an active part in Sunday-

school work. He is very popular in his commu-

nity, and has served for several years as Justice of

the Peace. He is a member of the Patriotic Order
Sons of America, belonging to Guthsville Lodge
No. 378. He likewise is connected with the Mu-
tual Aid Society at Guthsville, in which he holds

the position of Secretary. In his political affilia-

tions he is a firm adherent of the principles of the

Democratic party, of which he is one of the lead-

ers in this community.

*\_IX"/CKS2— '
—m**mm&m^

WALTER H. BIERY. Among the resi-

dents of Allentown who are success-

fully engaging in business is the gen-

tleman above named, who occupies a high place in

the community as an iron-mine contractor and

builder. He is a native of Pennsylvania, and was

born in Siegersville, Lehigh County, April 3, 1852.

His parents, Nathan and Leanda (Guth) Biery,

were natives of Lehigh County, and the former is

still engaged in business as a mining contractor at

Trexlertown, this county. The parental family

included ten children, all of whom are still living

with one exception.

Walter H., of this sketch, passed his boyhood

and youth in his native place, where he was given

good educational advantages. When reaching his

nineteenth year he began to assist his father in the

mines. Working under his instruction for some

time, he thus acquired a thorough knowledge of

the line of work which he has made his life occu-

pation.

After acting as Superintendent for his father in

the iron mines for two years, our subject formed a

partnership with him-, and the firm of N. & W. H.

Biery operated a number of iron mines for three

years. At the expiration of that time he became

Assistant Superintendent for the Thomas Iron

Company at Hokendauqua, with whom he re-

mained, giving the best of satisfaction for six and

one-half years. Later he began work in the mines

at Trexlertown in company with his father, and

they have since conducted business under the style

of N. & W. H. Biery. They give employment to
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twenty or twenty-five men, and have been more

than ordinarily successful in their undertaking.

February 26, 1876, Walter H. Biery was united

in marriage with Miss Sarah, daughter of John and

Elizabeth (Heckman) Nolf, natives of Northamp-

ton County, this state. To our subject and his

wife have been born three children, Lillie L., Perry

W. and Harry E. In religious connections Mr.

Biery is a member of the German Reformed Church,

while his wife is identified with the Lutheran

Church. In politics he is a Democrat.

—|3"i»«M*(j

f~y EORGE W. RIEGEL is senior member of

It the firm of Riegel & Cortright, dealers in

general merchandise on Main Street, Beth-

lehem. This firm has the largest floor space of any
firm in the cit}', and their trade is exceedingly

large. In their excellent and extensive stock may
be found anything in the line of dry goods, car-

pets, groceries, notions, etc. The partners are old

and experienced men in the business to which they

give their entire supervision, and their efforts have

met with success. They are both members of the

Board of Trade, and for the past thirty years or

more they have been closely identified with the

progress of this city and are numbered among her

most enterprising merchants.

George W. Riegel was born in Washington,
N. J., July 1, 1842, and his early education was
commenced in the public schools of his native

city, after which he finished his schooling in Allen-

town Seminary, now known as Muhlenberg College.

His grandfather, Hon. Benjamin Riegel, was one
of the founders of Riegelsville, where he was en-

gaged in the hotel business. He was a prominent
man at one time; was Captain of a military com-
pany, and represented his district in the Legisla-

ture. One of his sons, Isaac T., in former years
ran a sawmill where Riegelsville now stands. Eli
Riegel engaged in farming in Washington Town-
ship, and in 1866 came to Bethlehem, where he
lived a retired life until his death, at the age of
eighty-three years. He was a consistent member

of the Reformed Church, and a man whose life was

a long and useful one. His wife, Anna M. Un-

angst, was born near Riegelsville, Pa., her father

being engaged in carrying on his farm and sawmill

near that place. Mrs. Riegel was a member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, and died in New Jer-

sey, while still a young woman.

George W. Riegel is the youngest and only child

of his parents now living. He attended the com-

mon schools until 1859, when he came to Bethle-

hem, engaging as a clerk for John Lerch, in whose

employ he continued until 1866. However, in the

mean time, in 1862, he had volunteered his services

on the emergency call, and was stationed at Har-

risburg and Hagerstown. In 1866 he started in

business for himself on Main Street, opposite the

postoffice, and in 1872 he joined the firm of Cort-

right & Solt, the firm becoming Riegel, Cortright

& Solt, and continuing as such until February,

1890, when the firm was dissolved by the death of

Mr. Solt. In 1891 the present firm was formed,

and they have continued in business successfully

up to the present time. In 1872 Mr. Riegel built

the Globe Building, which is one of the large

business blocks in the city. The space occupied

by their store is 30x200 feet, three stories and a

basement. A portion of the second floor is given

up to offices, and the third floor contains two lodge

rooms. On the first floor is a well equipped carpet

department, and the main floor is devoted to gen-

eral retail merchandise. In addition to the latter

they do a wholesale business to some extent, and

in the establishment are employed about twenty

clerks.

The residence of George W. Riegel is located at

No. 7 1 South Main Street. He was married in this

city, in 1864, to Miss O. M., daughter of C. W.

Rauch, who was formerly engaged in the manufac-

ture of furniture, and is now deceased. Mr. and

Mrs. Riegel became the parents of two sons and a

daughter. George W., who is a clerk in his father's

store, graduated from the parochial schools and

Eastman's Business College, at Poughkeepsie, after

which he attended Lehigh University; Howard is a

member of the Class of '98, of Lehigh University;

and Annie M. received her education in the par-

ochial schools and Linden Hall, at Lititz. The
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family are members of the Moravian Church, in

which Mr. Riegel is a prominent member. Polit-

ically he votes with the Republican party, and has

always shown a commendable interest in every

movement for the benefit of this city.

^fr*********^^************^

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN SWARTZ. This

gentleman, who is descended from one

of the most prominent and oldest fam-

ilies in the county, is a substantial business

man in Catasauqua, and is at present a stockholder

in the Lehigh Car Wheel and Axle Works, which is

one of the important industries of this section.

Our subject was born at Swartz's Dam, one and

one-half miles north of Catasauqua, April 7, 1838,

and. is the son of John Swartz, a resident of North-

ampton County, this state. The latter was an in-

fant of twelve months when he wa"s taken by his

parents to Swartz's Dam, his father, Christian

Swartz, being an early settler in that locality,

where he owned a valuable farm, and when the

canal was built established a hotel at that place.

John Swartz lived and died in that place, depart-

ing this life when in his sixty-eighth year. He
was a member of the Reformed Ch urch in Hower-

town, and a Whig in politics.

The maiden name of our subject's mother was

Catherine Heller. She was born in Hellertown,

this state, and died in 1861, at the age of sixty-

three years. Their union resulted in the birth of

twelve children, all of whom, with the exception

of two, grew to mature years and four are still

living. Benjamin F., of this sketch, was the

youngest but one and was reared to manhood in

his native county and obtained a fair education in

the district schools. His father died when he was

a lad of fourteen years. At that early age he be-

gan clerking in a store at Hokendauqua, and a

year later was thus employed for six months in

Bloomsburg.

At the expiration of that time our subject came
to this city and took charge of William Miller's

store, and after a stay of six months entered Wy-

oming Seminary, where he carried on his studies

during the winter of 1856-57, after which he went
to Allentown. In the fall of the following year

he made a trip to Ohio, where for two and one-

half years he clerked in a store in Wyandot Coun-
ty. He was a very successful business man and

soon had an establishment of his own, which he

carried on in Carey, until the fall of 1865, in

partnership with a Mr. Park. That year he dis-

posed of his interest in the business and went to

Kenton, where he was engaged for a time with a

firm, and then formed a partnership with his

brother, the firm being B. F. & C. Swartz.

In 1869 Mr. Swartz came to this city and en-

gaged to work for Fuller & Co. as traveling sales-

man. In 1883 he was taken into the company as

a stockholder, and has been connected with the

same ever since. Our subject was married in No-

vember, 1861, to Miss Anna L., daughter of Alvin

Dow, who is at present residing at Carey. Ohio,

where he is classed among its substantial residents.

Mrs. Swartz was educated in the Wesleyan Univer-

sity at Delaware, Ohio, and by her union with our

subject has become the mother of a daughter,

Maude O., who is now the wife of George W.

Graffin, a merchant of Allentown.

Mr. Swartz is a devoted member of the Method-

ist Episcopal Church, which he is serving as Trus-

tee and Treasurer. In politics he is an ardent

Republican, and never fails to aid in any way he

can all measures set on foot for the betterment of

his community.

THEODORE J. KOEHLER, D. V. S. Among
the honored and respected citizens of Ful-

lerton, this county, is the subject of this

sketch, who was formerly engaged as a veterinary

surgeon. He is a native of this county, and was

born April 20, 1847, to Samuel and Lucy (Biery)

Koehler, the former a native of Northampton

County, and the latter born in Catasauqua.

John Koehler, the grandfather of our subject,

was a life-long resident of this county. His father,

who is said to have come from Germany, was the
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founder of this branch of the family in the United

States. His son Samuel, our subject's father, re-

sided for many years in Hanover Township, and

departed this life February 12, 1892. His wife

preceded him to the better land by many years,

having been called hence November 13, 1875. Of

their children seven are now living, namely: Sa-

rah, the wife of Dr. John C.Foelker, of Allentown;

Uriah, residing in Hanover Township; SamuelJ.,

at Catasauqua; William F., of Whitehall Township;

Monroe E.; Amanda, the wife of Martin Zellner,

who resides in Hanover Township; and our sub-

ject. Samuel Koehler took an active part in school

affairs and served for many years as a member of

the School Board in Hanover Township. He was

a stanch Democrat in politics, but gave his aid to

every project calculated to advance the interests

of the -community. In religion he was a devoted

member of the German Lutheran Church.

Theodore J. Koehler, the gentleman of whom
we write, received his primary education in the

public schools of his native township, and after-

ward attended Muhlenberg College in Allentown
for a short time. After fully deciding to follow a

professional life, he studied veterinary surgery and
medicine for five years, under the instruction of

Dr. J. C. Foelker, and after graduating he prac-

ticed with his preceptor for two years. At the end
of that time he removed to Nazareth, Northamp-
ton County, where he opened an office and there

practiced on his own account for about eight years.

After leaving Nazareth he followed his professional

career for three years in Easton, and finally, in

1885, moved to Fullerton, where he resided for
the same length of time and built up a large pat-

ronage. Again returning to Easton, he made that
place his home for a short time, and then we find

him in Fullerton, in which city he has resided since

1890. Dr. Koehler owns a well cultivated farm
of twenty-three acres, besides his comfortable brick
residence, which is located in Fullerton.

The lady to whom our subject was married
April 20, 1871, was Miss Ellen J. Faust, who was
born in Northampton County, and is the daughter
of Paul and Amelia (Breinig) Faust. The Faust
family is an old and prominent one in the Lehigh
Valley. Mrs. Koehler's father, who died Novem-

ber 12, 1883, was a native of this county, while

her mother was born in Berks County. The latter

is still living and makes her home in Northamp-

ton County. Those of the family of six children

who are still living are: Annie, the wife of Irvin

Borger, who lives in Peru, 111.; Walter, a resident

of Lehigh County; Mrs. Koehler; Mary A., the

wife of John Gibson, who makes her home in Slat-

ington; and Clara B., who married George Nichols,

and is residing in Catasauqua.

The three children who have come to bless the

home of our subject and his wife are Edward F.,

Allen M. and Gertie A. The elder son, who is a

graduate of the American Veterinary College in

New York, is engaged in practice in Easton, this

state. In politics Mr. Koehler is a Democrat. The
community recognizes in him a valued citizen,

the high esteem in which he is held having been

gained by a well spent life. He is a member of the

German Lutheran Church, with which his wife is

also connected, and is active in all good works in

his neighborhood.

fj^ LDRED D. PETERS, a prominent business

^ C) man of Slatington, is a member of the firm

of E. D. Peters & Co., manufacturers and
miners of the Franklin Vein Slate, and one of

the leading and most substantial slate firms of this

place, as they produce an article of superior qual-

ity, and do an extensive wholesale and jobbing

business. Their trade extends to many parts of

the United States, and even as far south as San

Antonio, Tex. Mr. Peters has been active in many
local enterprises, and was one of the promoters

and founders of the Electric Light, Heat and Power
Company, of which he is President and Manager.

The birth of Eldred Peters occurred in Carbon
County, February 13, 1853. His father, Aaron
Peters, is also a native of the same county, and

makes his home in Slatington, at the age of seventy-

three years. His wife, who is now seventy-two
years of age, bore the maiden name of Susan

Ringer, and was born in Lehigh County. Henry
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Peters, our subject's paternal grandfather, was

born in Carbon County, and bis family, who were

among the early settlers in the Keystone State,

originally came from Switzerland.

Up to the age of eleven years -Eldred D. Peters re-

sided in the county of his birth, where he received

his early schooling, later entering the public schools

of Slatington. Subsequently for three years he

pursued his studies in the State Normal School at

Millersville, Lancaster County. Prior to this, how-

ever, when only twelve years of age, he entered

the employ of the Lehigh Valley Railroad, with

which company he remained one year. When fif-

teen years old he entered the store in Slatington,

where he clerked for a time, afterward attending

the normal school. On completing his education

he learned the shoemaker's trade, at which he

worked for a year and a-half, and then for a time

clerked for various parties. In 1874 he accepted

a place as clerk of the Ironton Railroad atlronton,

Pa., serving faithfully as such for four years. Be-

ing of an enterprising turn of mind, during this

time he also engaged in selling coal on commission.

It was in 1878 that Mr. Peters returned to Slat-

ington to engage in the business of selling coal and

roofing slate, in which he was active until 1882,

when he turned his attention more particularly to

the mining and manufacture of slate goods, which

business he has conducted- successfully until the

present. The firm of which he is a member was

established in 1883, the partners being E. D. and W.
K. Peters. Since 1877 Mr. Peters has been a stock-

holder and Director in the Bank of Slatington, and

was one of the organizers of the institution. In

addition to this he was a stockholder and Director

in the Slatington Rolling Mill Company, and in his

numerous investments he has met with marked

success, for he is careful and correct in his judg-

ment, and has manifested good business ability.

E. D. Peters & Co., besides their other enterprises,

run a large general store, it being one of the most

extensive in Slatington.

In 1875 the subject of this sketch was -united in

marriage with Miss Sophia Geiger, of Slatington,

daughter of Jonas Geiger, a well known resident

of this place. Two sons grace their union : Charles

Douglas, who is a student at Lafayette College,

19

and Edward Martin, who is attending the public

schools. The parents are faithful members of the

Reformed Church, and are well received in the so-

cial circles of this city. Mr. Peters, who is a pro-

nounced Republican in politics, was Burgess of

Slatington, and has served in the City Council

several times.

PATRICK BRIODY, the genial Postmaster

of South Bethlehem, is an enterprising,

public-spirited and liberal gentleman, who
in former years was Superintendent of Furnaces in

the Bethlehem Iron Company. A native of Coun-

ty Meath, Ireland, his birth occurred September

30, 1836. His father, Thomas Briody, was also a

native of the Emerald Isle, where he followed ag-

ricultural pursuits. In 1850 he set sail for Amer-

ica with his family, and, locating in Brooklyn, was

for a couple of years employed on public works.

In 1852 he became a resident of Easton, this coun-

ty, which he continued to make his home until his

death, at the good old age of eighty-five years.

His wife, whose maiden name was Elizabeth Cav-

anah, also died in Easton.

In his father's family of nine children, our sub-

ject is the fourth in order of birth. When setting

forth to make his own livelihood he first worked

in the ore mines in Williams Township, and in 1853

became an employe in the furnaces of South East-

on, now known as the Glen Furnaces. In 1863

he came to South Bethlehem and helped to start

the first furnace in this place. After building two

more, in 1871 he went to the Lucy Furnace at Glen-

town, where he remained for eighteen months, and

then, returning, took charge of all the five furnaces

here, of which he has since been Superintendent.

In addition to these he has also had the superin-

tendence, during late years, of three other furnaces

on the outside.

In March. 1894, our subject received the ap-

pointment of Postmaster and was installed in his

office March 19. This office is one of the second-

class, with free delivery service, and is located

at the corner of Fourth and Brodhead Avenue.
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From 1875 until recently Mr. Briody was a mem-

ber of the School Board, with the exception of the

year and a-half when he was a non-resident. At

the time of his resignation, in the spring of 1894,

he was the oldest member of the School Board.

He was on the committee for building the Central

High School, and the Webster, Excelsior, Packer,

and two smaller schools. Thus it will be seen

that he has been particularly active along the lines

of education. In religion he is a Catholic, belong-

ing to the congregation of the Holy Infancy.

0HARLES L. GERLACH. Among the local

industries which have aided materially in

the upbuilding of Bethlehem is the Beth-

lehem Ice Company, of which this gentleman is

proprietor. He is a self-made man in the truest

sense of the word, as he has made his own living

from his early years and has been dependent upon
his own resources. He has met the obstacles in

his pathway with fortitude, overcoming them and

rising to fresh successes, and acquiring his fortune

through hard work and energy.

The birth of our subject occurred in Nazareth

August 31, 1860, and his first years were passed

in Springtown. His father is Lewis A. Gerlach,

whose biographical sketch is given in that of his

son, E. J. Gerlach, in another portion of this volume.

Charles L. became a resident of Bethlehem when he

was five years of age, and there attended the Mor-
avian Parochial School until attaining his twelfth

year. For the succeeding seven years he drove ice

wagons for C. D. Trumbower, an ice dealer. For
a year thereafter he served an apprenticeship to a
wheelwright in Nazareth, later was employed for

two years with his brother in Hecktown, and then
for a like period of time was with Mr. Hoffman
in Bethlehem.

In 1887 our subject embarked in business for
himself, his concern being known as the Bethlehem
Ice Company. He started on a very small scale,

having one horse and a small wagon and only four
customers, The same season he found it necessary

to run another team and wagon, and succeeding

well he finally purchased the Wermeth Ice-houses

and commenced packing ice. He now owns ice-

houses on the canal in West Bethlehem, filling them

with White Haven ice. They have a capacity of

four thousand tons, about half of which is filled

with ice from the lakes. In order to supply his

many customers three teams and three wagons are

kept running all the time. These are owned by

Mr. Gerlach, and his horses have the reputation

of being the finest in the city for drafting and the

wagons are finely painted. At No. 32 Iron Street

Mr. Gerlach built stables, and in other ways is con-

stantly branching out in order to meet the demands

of his business. Besides the natural ice he also

deals considerably in the artificial article, as many
of his customers prefer the latter.

In 1888 our subject married Miss Amanda Rod-

enbach, who was born in Williams Township, this

county, and of this marriage have been born four

children: Earl, Flossie, May and Anna D. The

parents are faithful members of the Moravian

Church, and have a large circle of warm friends and

acquaintances. Fraternally Mr. Gerlach is a mem-
ber of the Royal Arcanum and the Order of Red

Men. Politically he is a stalwart Republican, be-

lieving that that party ad vocates the best measures

for the prosperity and progress of the people.

imizmimHmHmxm^mbm-mmzimxm

REV. FRANK F. FRY is pastor of Grace

Lutheran Church, and is undoubtedly one

of the most popular and successful minis-

ters in Bethlehem, being beloved by every one who

has the pleasure of his acquaintance. He is a young

man of fine presence and scholarly attainments, and

has already become one of the prominent ministers

m the Lutheran Church. He is an earnest and en-

thusiastic worker, and is sincerely devoted to the

cause of Christianity, to which he has consecrated

his talents and his life. Though he has had many

flattering calls to other important fields of labor

and usefulness, with offers of larger salary, he lias

declined them all, believing that he has a great
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work to do here; and he has certainly accomplished

a most gratifying work in this community.

Mr. Fry was born in Carlisle, Pa., November 1,

1864. His father is the distinguished Rev. Jacob

Fry, D. D., one of the leading clergymen in his de-

nomination. His grandfather, Hon. Jacob Fry,

was an enterprising and extensive merchant at the

Trappe, in Montgomery County, Pa. He enjoyed

the esteem and confidence of others to such an ex-

tent that he was elected a Member of Congress from

his district, and also served as Auditor-General of

the state of Pennsylvania. He died at his home,

in the faith of the Lutheran Church, of which he

was an active and consistent member. His great-

grandfather, whose Christian name was also Jacob,

was of an old and highly respected family.

Rev. Mr. Fry belongs to a family of preach-

ers. His father, his only brother, and several

uncles are all Lutheran clergymen. When only

three years old, he began to preach regularly

every Sunday afternoon, so that he may be called

literally a "born preacher." His father was edu-

cated in Union College, at Schenectady, N. Y., from

which he graduated with honor. He then pursued

his theological studies at the Lutheran Theological

Seminary at Gettysburg, Pa., after which he was or-

dained to preach the Gospel by the Lutheran

Synod of Pennsylvania. His first charge was at

Carlisle, Pa., where he preached for eleven years.

Since that time he has been pastor of Trinity Lu-

theran Church of Reading, Pa., the largest English-

Lutheran Church in the world. He is also a Pro-

fessor in the Lutheran Theological Seminary at

Mt. Airy, having for three years occupied the

chair of Homileties and Sacred Oratory. For some

years he was the English Secretary of the Mother

Synod of Pennsylvania, for ten years was elected

Treasurer of that body, and has served ever since

on its Executive Committee, besides holding many

other positions of responsibility and trust. He

has just completed the "History of Trinity Luth-

eran Church of Reading," with which he has been

connected for thirty years. It is a memorial vol-

ume of the centennial anniversary of the congre-

gation. He is also the author of "The Church

Book Explained," and has contributed extensively

to theological journals and periodicals. His de-

gree of Doctor of Divinity was received from his

Alma Mater. His wife, formerly Eliza J. Wattles,

was born in Gettysburg, and is the daughter of

Horace D. Wattles, who kept a large hotel at that

place, where he died at a good old age. It is a

curious fact, worthy of passing notice, that of the

five daughters and three sons of the family to

which she belonged, all of the daughters married

Lutheran clergymen, and all the sons are jewelers

in Pittsburg.

Until he was fifteen years of age Mr. Fry at-

tended the public and high schools of Reading,

standing regularly at the head of his class. The

next year he spent in a private course of study in

the classics under Rev. Dr. T. C. Billheimer, of

Gettysburg, and in preparation for college. Sep-

tember 1, 1881, he entered Muhlenberg College,

from which he graduated in 1885. Here again for

four years he enjoyed the honorable distinction of

attaining the highest grade in the class. He car-

ried off the prize in the Junior Oratorical Contest,

and graduated with first honors as Valedictorian,

his rank being the highest ever reached by any

student in the history of the college. Out of

a possible one hundred his average percentage was

ninety-eight and one-half. He was President of

the Sophronian Literary Society during his Fresh-

man year, was one of the editors of The Muhlenberg

from its inception, being Editor-in-Chief in 1885.

He also organized the College Missionary Society,

which is still a flourishing organization. In the

fall of 1885 he entered the Lutheran Theological

Seminary at Philadelphia. He was ordained to

the office of the ministry by the Mother Synod of

Pennsylvania in May, 1888, in Trinity Lutheran

Church of Lancaster, where he preached his first

sermon. At once he became the assistant of Rev.

Joseph A. Seiss, D. D., LL. D., L. H. D., the most

scholarly and distinguished Lutheran preacher in

America. For some years he was associated with

him in the Church of the Holy Communion, Broad

and Arch Streets, Philadelphia, one of the fore-

most churches of the Lutheran denomination in

this country. During his father's absence in Egypt

and Palestine for six months in 1890, Mr. Fry be-

came acting pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church at

Reading. He also served St. John's Lutheran
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Church of Easton for three months, during the

absence of its pastor, Rev. D. II. Geissinger, in

Europe. In December, 1890, he was unanimously

called as pastor of Grace Lutheran Church of

Bethlehem, which he accepted, and he entered

upon its duties January 1, 1891.

During the summer of 1892 the church was con-

siderably enlarged and completely renovated and

beautified, the improvements costing $8,100. It is

now regarded as the most chaste and beautiful

sanctuary in Bethlehem. All its services are very

largely attended, the Wednesday evening lectures

being especially so. Mr. Fry is a fluent speaker, a

careful thinker, and an edifying preacher, and is

deservedly held in the highest esteem both by his

congregation and the entire community. The

membership of the church has shown a rapid rate

of increase, numbering at present more than four

hundred and fifty communicants. The Sunday-

school is also in a very flourishing condition and

has won an enviable reputation for its splendid

singing. In arranging and rendering grand fes-

tival services.it has no superior in the town.

During the present pastorate the young people

have become a prominent factor in the congrega-

tion. A regular series of societies has been organ-

ized, with churchly methods and a churchly spirit,

with most gratifying results. These societies ag-

gregate a membership of more than two hundred
and twenty-five. They have aided very materi-

ally the attendance at church services, have pro-

moted sociability among the members, have raised

a large amount of revenue in a legitimate way
and have stimulated much zeal and activity in the

congregation. Mr. Fry is connected either di-

rectly or indirectly with every organization, so

that all work together in perfect harmony.
Though still young in years, Mr. Fry -holds many

important positions of responsibility and trust. He
is a member of the Board of Trustees of Muh-
lenberg College, at Allentown, his Alma Mater, a
member of its executive committee, and one of its

examining board. He is also a member of the
Church Book Committee of the General Council of
the Lutheran Church in America, and serves on
the Committee on Model Constitution for the Luth-
eran League of the state of Pennsylvania. He

is also prominently connected with many move-

ments of local interest. That he is actuated by

the highest motives, without the least trace of

material gain, is shown by the fact that when his

present congregation offered him a salary of $1,500,

he accepted only $1,200. Since, serving in Grace

Church he has received an urgent call from each

of his former charges, an honor rarely paid to any

clergyman. His only brother, Rev. Charles L.

Fry, is a prominent minister at Lancaster, Pa.

i>-^-<i

JAMES P. WINT, a respected and active busi-

ness man of Catasauqua, is a member of

the firm of F. W. Wint & Co., who are

manufacturers and retail lumber merchants.

The birth of this gentleman occurred April 19,

1843, in Hanover, Lehigh County, his parents be-

ing William and Saloma (Heperhieg) Wint. The

father was born near Bath, Northampton County,

and his father in turn was a native of the same lo-

cality, where he engaged in farming until his death.

The Wint family is of German descent, and has

been active in the development and progress of

this county. William Wint on attaining man's

estate engaged in farming in Hanover Township,

where he improved a good place and spent his life,

his death occurring in March, 1892, at the age of

eighty-two years. Religiously he was a Lutheran,

and in politics was first a Whig and later a Repub-

lican. His wife, who was also born in thiscounty,

died in Hanover Township, in her eighty-third

year, November 18, 1892. Of their twelve children

only four grew to maturity. F. W. was formerly

in the lumber business with his brother, our sub-

ject, being senior member of the firm until his

death, which took place May 10, 1882. The sis-

ters are, Savilla, Mrs. Fatzinger, of this city; and

Amanda, the wife of Henry Knoll, who operates

the old homestead.

The boyhood of James P. Wint was passed on

his father's farm, where he obtained a practical

knowledge of its management by actual experience

and attended the public schools of the district.
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During the war he was a member of the Fourth

Regiment State Militia, but was only called into

service once. Remaining under the parental roof

until 1874, Mr. Wint then embarked in business in

Catasauqua in partnership with his brother, who
had previously started in the trade, and in that

year 0. F. Fatzinger became a member of the firm

also. Previous to this time the firm had been

known as Yeager, Wint & Co., but Mr. Yeager's

interest was purchased and the present company

was formed. The saw and planing mills are run

by steam, the engines being sixty-horse power. A
more extended mention of the business may be

found in the sketch of the other partner, 0. F.

Fatzinger, which is elsewhere in this volume. Mr.

Wint is a member of the Free and Accepted Ma-

sons and is a stanch Republican. Religiouly he is

identified with the Lutheran Church, and ranks

high in the esteem of those who know him best.

He is a man of good business ability, and his meth-

ods are always upright and honorable, being above

question.

FRANK A. GARIS, M. D., is a very success-

ful young physician of West Bethlehem,

being a practitioner of the homeopathic

school, and very popular in all circles. He comes

of an old and respected family, his ancestors for

several generations having been merchants and

manufacturers. His father, Samuel Garis, was a

cabinet-maker, and for some time had a factory in

Easton, but later engaged in farming in Talbot

County, Md., and is now a resident of Philadel-

phia. The family in former years were members

of the Lutheran Church, but the father now at-

tends the Cookman Methodist Episcopal Church
in Philadelphia, of which he is a member. His

wife, formerly Susan Eichman, was born in Easton,

and was of German descent. In their family of I

eleven children, ten grew to maturity, and all of

these are still living.

Dr. Garis was born in Easton, February 11, 1867,
being next to the youngest of the family. He was
reared in his birthplace, and attended the common
schools until twelve years of age, when,"with the

family, he went to Maryland, and for three years

lived upon a farm. His education was obtained

principally in Philadelphia, in the excellent public

schools of that city. Having a decided taste for

medical studies, he concluded to adopt this field of

work as his own, and commenced reading with Dr.

B. W. James, who is Professor of Physiology in

the New York Women's College.

In 1886 the Doctor entered Hahnemann Medi-

cal College of Philadelphia, and for three years

faithfully pursued the required course, graduating

in April, 1889, with the degree of Doctor of Medi-

cine. He made a fine record in the college, gradu-

ating with the highest honors of his class, which

comprised sixty-nine students. This was the more

remarkable, as there was but one younger than he

in the class, and probably one reason for his high

standing was owing to the fact that he had an ex-

cellent preceptor. With him he continued in

practice until January, 1890. At that time, hav-

ing acquired a good practical experience, he came

to West Bethlehem, being the first homeopathic

physician to locate here, and has since been success-

fully engaged in general practice, having his office

at No. 220 Broad Street.

One of the charter members of the West Bethle-

hem Building and Loan Association, Dr. Garis shows

his interest in the upbuilding of the place in this,

as he has also done in other ways. He is physician

for the county poor of this district of Lehigh

County. At present he is a member of the Board

of Health, to which he was elected for a term of

five years, and is the only physician connected

with the same. He belongs to the Order of Sparta,

of which he is Medical Examiner, and also to the

Lehigh Valley Homeopathic Medical Society, of

which he was Vice-President for one year. Politi-

cally he deposits his ballot and uses his influence in

favor of Democratic nominees and principles.

April 1 2, 1894, was celebrated the marriage of Dr.

Garis and Miss Esther, daughter of George Shimer,
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of West Bethlehem. Mrs. Garis is a native of Mil-

ton, Pa., and is a lady of good education and cul-

ture. The Doctor is an active member of the Holy

Trinity Lutheran Church, and at the present time

is serving as Secretary of the Sunday-school.

HENRY H. DASH, one of the successful

and enterprising business men of Bethle-

hem, carries on a retail cigar business at

the corner of Broad and Main Streets. For many
years he has taken a leading part in public move-
ments, and was a prime mover in starting the

Bethlehem Fair and Driving Park Association. A
Republican of the truest stamp, he is greatly in-

terested in the success of the party, though he has

never accepted public office.

Born in Hellertown, this county, December 30,

1834, our subject is a son of Henry Desh, a native

of Lehigh County. A brother of our subject,

George J., a resident of Bethlehem, spells his name
Desh, and his sketch may be found elsewhere in

this work. H. H., our subject, while living in

Philadelphia, found it convenient to spell his

name as seen at the head of this biography in or-

der to avoid mistakes, as every one called him Mr.
Dash. Among his brothers and sisters now living
are Daniel and George J., residents of Bethlehem;
Owen H., who is engaged in the hotel business in

Philadelphia; Caleb H., who is at the Southwell
Mines; and Susan, the wife of Joseph Landers, of
this city.

Our subject passed his boyhood in Hellertown,
there attending the public schools and later learn-
ing the trade of tanning. When nineteen years old,
he went to Philadelphia and engaged in the hotel
and restaurant business on Second Street, also run-
ning the Bath Hotel on Ninth Street. In 1862 he be-
came a member of the Blue Reserves of the Pennsyl-
vania Militia, under Colonel Day, and was present
at the defense of Antietam, where he was stationed
for seven weeks. In 1866 Mr. Dash returned to
Philadelphia, and the following year became a

resident of Bethlehem. In 1872 he bought and

started a coach line, running from the depots to

the principal hotels, and had charge of this busi-

ness until 1884, when he sold out. Soon after he

engaged in the cigar business, in which he is at the

present time. The previous year his son had been

engaged in this business, our subject having given

him a start in this line, and on his death, in 1884,

H. H. Dash took charge of the business, which is

situated on the corner of Main and Broad Streets.

Here may be found the best tobacco and cigars in

the trade and general smokers' supplies, and in

connection with the store is a billiard-room, well

equipped.

Mr. Dash built this corner, consisting of three

stores, 40x99 feet in dimensions. He is also inter-

ested in real estate, owning property at Bethlehem

Heights, and in company with his brother, George

J., laid out an addition there of over ten acres, and

now owns over thirty lots. Our subject, as stated

above, is one of the organizers of the -Bethlehem

Fair and Driving Park Association, and is now the

Treasurer of the same, which position he has held

from its second year. This driving park possesses

the best half-mile track in the state, and the

grounds cover some thirty acres within the city

limits, on which are good buildings.

The marriage of our subject was celebrated in

Philadelphia in 1863, his wife being in her girl-

hood Miss Annie E. James, and a native of Phil-

adelphia. To them were born two children, the

elder of whom, William M. S., died in 1884, when

only twenty years of age. Laura V. is the wife

of F. J. Klineker, of this city. The parents are

members of the Moravian Church. Mr. Dash be-

longs to the Free and Accepted Masons, and casts

his ballot in support of the Republican party.

TT^ DWIN G. STEMMETZ, M. D., who has en-

J^ 9 §a#ed in the practice of medicine and

surgery at Hokendauqua since the spring

of 1873, was born in Bethlehem, Pa., February 15,

1846, being a son of Joseph and Sarah A. Stem-
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metz. On his father's side he is of German de-

scent, his paternal grandfather having been born in

Germany; and through his mother he traces his

lineage to Scotland. His great-grandfather Stem-

metz was an early settler of Northampton County,

Pa., and both the father and mother were born in

the Keystone State.

Upon a farm in Northampton County the sub-

ject of this notice was reared to manhood. He was

the recipient of excellent educational advantages,

and after completing the studies of the district

schools entered Weaversville Academy, where he

took an academic course. After having taught-

school for a short time, he commenced in the fall

of 1865 to read medicine with Dr. Joseph P. Engel-

man, of Cherryville, Pa., continuing under his

preceptorship for a time. In 1866 he entered

Bellevue Hospital Medical College in New York,

where he took two courses of lectures. Later he

took a final course at Long Island College Hospi-

tal, which at that time was connected with the

other institution.

Graduating in 1867, Dr. Stemmetz entered upon

the practice of his profession at Weaversville, Pa.,

where he remained until the fall of 1872. During

the winter of 1872-73 he took a special course in

operative surgery in the Jefferson Medical Col-

lege, and in the spring of 1873 opened an office at

Hokendauqua, where he has since conducted an ex-

tensive and profitable practice. In the winter of

1883-84 he took a six-months course in treatment

of diseases of the eye under the famous oculist,

George Strowbridge, who was connected with the

medical department of the University of Pennsyl-

vania at Philadelphia. As a physician he is skill-

ful in the treatment of difficult cases, as well as in

the diagnosis of diseases, while as a surgeon he has

an enviable reputation.

Socially Dr. Stemmetz is identified with the

Northampton County Medical Society, which he

has served as Vice-President. He is connected

with the Lehigh Valley Medical Association, and

is a permanent member of the American Medical

Association, also of the State Medical Society. In

Masonic circles he is prominent in Porter Lodge

No. 284, at Catasauqua. His political views bring

him into connection with the Republican party,

the principles of which he loyally supports. A man
of generous and benevolent disposition, he is ever

ready to contribute to philanthropic measures, and

is an active member of the Presbyterian Church.

Upon the last day of the year 1867, Dr. Stem-

metz and Miss Harriet M. Kuntz were united in

marriage. Mr. Stemmetz was born in Northamp-

ton County, Pa., and died in Hokendauqua Jan-

uary 6, 1884, mourned by all who knew her. She

had for years been a faithful member of the Pres-

byterian Church, and was a lady of amiable dispo-

sition, kind heart and noble character, who was to

her neighbors a true friend and to her husband a

devoted helpmate.

ln*£=3Z

JOSEPH A. WEAVER, Secretary, Treasurer

and General Manager of the Times Publish-

ing Company, and widely known as one of

the influential citizens of Bethlehem, was

born in Weaversville, Northampton County, Pa.,

August 14, 1843.

The family is of German descent, and has long

been established in Northampton County. Our

subject's grandfather, Michael Weaver, was an ex-

tensive merchant and farmer, and upon his land

built a tannery, which he operated. He succeeded

in getting a postofflce at Weaversville, which was

named in honor of him, and of which he was the

first Postmaster, having been appointed about the

close of the last century. He was an old-line

Whig,a man of considerable prominence, and Cap-

tain of a company in the War of 1812. His wife,

who was a Miss Dreisbach, died in 1860, at the

age of about eighty-eight years. He died of apo-

plexy in 1834, when in his sixty-fourth year.

Our subject's father, Samuel Weaver, was born

in Weaversville, and with his two brothers, David

and Thomas, became a partner in the mercantile

establishment founded by his father. They also

conducted the farm and tannery, but after a time

he bought out the interests of his brothers and be-

came the owner of the homestead of one hundred

acres, with the tannery, located on Catasauqua
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Creek. In 1835 he was appointed Postmaster, and

held that position until his death. He was very

active in educational work, and did his utmost to

increase the educational facilities of the commu-

nity. He was one of the prime movers in establish-

ing the Weaversville Academy, which was opened

in 1856. The ground for the site was donated by

him, and he was Secretary of the Board of Trustees

of the academy until his death.

In early days, while engaged in the mercantile

business, Samuel Weaver bought his goods in Phil-

adelphia and New York, and at first they were

hauled by teams the entire distance, later were

conveyed by canal, and finally by railroad. His

establishment was the largest in the vicinity. For

many years he was Treasurer of the Lutheran

Church at Weaversville, and also served as Sun-

day-school Superintendent. Politically he was an

ardent Republican. The disease which ended his

career was angina pectoris, he dying in 1863, at

the age of fifty-four years.

The mother of our subject, Sarah, was a daugh-

ter of Jacob Boyer, a substantial farmer of Allen

Township. She was born in Howertown, and in

1870 located in Bethlehem, where she resided until

her death, December 24, 1893, in her seventy-

fourth year. She was the mother of twelve chil-

dren, of whom eleven attained years of maturity.

William T. is a traveling salesman, and during the

Civil War was Sergeant of the One Hundred and
Fifty-third Pennsylvania Infantry; Amelia M.
lives in Bethlehem; Jane S. is the wife of Dr. J. F.

Raub, and lives in Washington, D. O; Joseph A.

is the subject of this sketch; Amanda E. is the wife

of Rev. E. Martinis, of Hillsboro, 111.; Clinton T.

is a bookkeeper; Dr. S. J. lives in Bethlehem; David
M. is a clerk in the employ of the Lehigh Valley
Coal Company in Bethlehem; C. Annie, the wife of

George Green, lives in Brooklyn, N. Y.; and Fran-
ces C. is married and lives in Boston, Mass.

In the public schools of the township our sub-

ject laid the foundation of his education, prepar-

ing for college at Weaversville Academy. It had
been his ambition to obtain a collegiate education,
but his father's death changed his plans and obliged
him to remain at home. During the Civil War he
was a Union man, and for one year served as a

member of Company I, Two Hundred and Second

Pennsylvania Infantry, being honorably discharged

at the expiration of his period of service. After

his return home he took a course at Eastman's

Business College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y., and in 1867

came to Bethlehem, with the interests of which he

has since been identified. Opening a book and

stationery store at this place, he conducted the

business successfully until 1873. Meantime he es-

tablished domestic ties, being married in 1871 to

Miss Mary M. Hemphill, of Weaversville.

The connection of Mr. Weaver with the Bethle-

hem Times began in 1874, when he purchased a

half-interest in the paper. At his direction the

Times strongly advocated the improvement of the

streets of the borough; the purchase of a steam

road roller, which has since been of great benefit to

the place; fostered the Bethlehem Fair scheme until

it became a success; urged the building of an elec-

tricstreet railway; and advocated the consolidation

of all the Bethlehems, and the changing of county

lines so as to give West Bethlehem to Northamp-

ton County. He was an ardent supporter of the

project to extend Main Street to the river, and

unite South Bethlehem with Bethlehem by means

of a bridge, which was to span the river, canal and

two railroads.

In 1887 Mr. Weaver organized the Times Pub-

lishing Company, of which he is a member of the

Board of Directors, as well as Secretary, Treasurer

and General Manager. For years he was a mem-

ber of the Bethlehem School Board, and for one

year was President of the board. For ten years

he filled the position of Secretary and Treasurer

of the Masonic Mutual Life Insurance of the Le-

high Valley, but resigned in 1890 because of mul-

tiplicity of duties. However, he still retains his

Directorship in the company. He was the first

Secretary of the Bethlehem Board of Trade, serv-

ing in that capacity in the days when the silkmills

were built. At present he is one of the Directors

of the National Butter Company of New York,

and of the Bell Punch and Printing Company.

Socially Mr. Weaver is prominent in the Masonic

fraternity, and has held official positions in the

lodge, chapter and commandery, being Past Master

of Bethlehem Lodge No. 283, F. & A. M.; Past
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High Priest of Zinzendorf Chapter, R. A. M.; and

Past Commander of Allen Commandery No. 20,

K. T. For many years he has been Trustee of the

First Presbyterian Church of Bethlehem, and is

generous in his contribution to the support of the

Gospel, as well as to all benevolent and charitable

projects.

OLIVER H. JACOBY, a highly respected cit-

izen of South Bethlehem, has the honor of

being the first Burgess elected in the bor-

ough of Fountain Hill, which position he at pres-

ent holds. Since 1886 he has been engaged in bus-

iness as a contractor in the construction of houses,

bricklaying and plastering. He was born here in

1854, and is the son of Levi and Elizabeth (Frey)

Jacoby. His paternal grandfather, Jacob, was for-

merly engaged in farming on the present site of

South Bethlehem, and also had a boatyard in the

western part of the city. He was one of the found-

ers of the Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church, and

also of the Union Church.

The Jacoby family is of German descent, their

ancestors having settled at a very early day in the

Keystone State. Levi Jacoby was born on Brodhead

Avenue, in South Bethlehem, and, like his father,

followed agricultural pursuits, but later worked

at boat-building and also ran a distillery. His

death occurred at the old homestead at Lechau-

wicker Springs, at the age of fifty years. His wife,

who was born at Lower Saucon, was a daughter of

Abram Frey, of Salisbury Township. Mrs. Jacoby

died in 1889, at the age of seventy years.

In his father's family of six children our sub-

ject is next to the eldest. He was reared and ed-

ucated in this city, where he attended the public

schools. At the age of seventeen he was appren-

ticed as a bricklayer to Reuben Broman, in which

business he continued for about six years with his

old employer. In 1886 he engaged in contract

work for himself, and has made a success of the en-

terprise. He owns some property in the city and

has built for himself a row of eight residences on
Delaware Avenue, and others on Play well Street.

In South Bethlehem, in 1893, the marriage of O.

H. Jacoby and Miss Annie Moritze was celebrated.

The lady is a daughter of Edwin Moritze, a car-

penter, and her birth occurred in Salisbury Town-
ship. Mr. and Mrs. Jacoby have one child, Ger-

trude Elizabeth, who was born July 13, 1894.

They have also an adopted daughter, Annie, thir-

teen years of age, who is the daughter of our sub-

ject's brother.

In 1893, at a special election on the independent

ticket for a short term, Mr. Jacoby was elected

Burgess without opposition. In the spring of

1894 he was re-elected on the same ticket for a

term of three years. In politics he supports the

Democracy, and is active in the ranks of his party.

Socially he belongs to Keystone Lodge, I. O. O. F.,

at Bethlehem; to Amethyst Council No. 846, R.

A., of South Bethlehem; and to the Heptasophs,

Union Conclave No. 222, at South Bethlehem. In

the Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church he has

served as a Deacon. He is highly respected by all

who have any dealings with him, either in a busi-

ness or social way.

-=^§->-3£-<f

PETER J. FRETZ. Among the residents of

Lehigh County it is but just to say that

Mr. Fretz occupies a conspicuous and hon-

orable place, for he has always been honest, indus-

trious and enterprising, and as a result has met

with more than ordinary success. He was well

known in railroad circles as the Station Agent for

the Lehigh Valley Railway Company at Fullerton,

in addition to which he is also Agent for the

United States Express Company.

Unto David and Susan (Beil) Fretz, natives of

Pennsylvania, there was born, on the 1st of April,

1858, in Northampton County, a son, whom they

named Peter J. He was reared in a village then

known as Stemton, now called Northampton, and

in its schools received a fair education. At an

early age he became self-supporting, and when
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fourteen years old became a clerk in the Lehigh

Valley Eailroad Station, at Coplay, filling that

position for nearly seven years. He then went to

Laury's Station, Pa., on the Lehigh Valley Rail-

road, where he spent several months learning tel-

egraphy.

Shortly thereafter Mr. Fretz came to Fullerton,

where he was for more than three years employed

as clerk in the railroad station, under A. H. Gilbert.

In the spring of 1883 he became Station Agent,

and has since served m that position. He is an ac-

commodating, genial gentleman, and is admirably

fitted for his position. June 12, 1883, he married

Miss Maggie, daughter of John L. "Williams, of

Fullerton, and three children bless the union:

Susan, John and William H.

Socially Mr. Fretz is a member of the Knights

of Malta, belonging to St. Alban's Commandery

No. 46, at Allentown. He is a member of the Re-

formed Church at Catasauqua, and while his duties

are such as to prevent his attendance at religious

meetings, he is interested in the cause and a gener-

ous contributor to benevolent projects. Asa loyal

citizen he keeps posted concerning the issues of

the age and supports progressive measures. Polit-

ically he is a supporter of Democratic principles,

and is now officiating as Justice of the Peace.

a ' cHi •<' T "> tra
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JOHN C. MACK. Among the successful busi-

ness men of Lehigh County may be noted

the subject of this sketch, who is a resident

of Slatington. He is a retired hardware

merchant, and in his chosen line of business lias

gained popularity and affluence. He is a native

of the Keystone State, having been born in North-

ampton County, April 17, 1840.

The parents of our subject were Ahaha and
Elizabeth (Grave) Mack, also natives of the above-
named county. The father was a farmer by occu-

pation, and both the father and mother died in

the year 1851. Thus orphaned at the early age of

eleven years, John C. Mack started out in life for

himself, and was employed for seven years> on a

farm. He was then engaged for two and a-half years

in serving an apprenticeship to the tinsmith's trade,

which he learned under William Genge. After

having gained a complete knowledge of his trade,

he did journeyman work for four years.

On the 8th of August, 1862, Mr. Mack cast in his

lot with the Union cause, enlisting in Company F,

One Hundred and Thirty-second Regiment, Penn-

sylvania Infantry, commanded by Colonel Uh-

fud. He was assigned to the Army of the Poto-

mac, Third Brigade, Third Division of the Second

Army Corps, and served nine months. He partici-

pated in the battles of Antietam, September 17,

1862; Fredericksburg, December 13 of the same

year; and Chancellorsville, May 3-9, 1863. May
26, 1863, he was mustered out at Harrisburg, Pa.

He returned to Mauch Chunk and later removed to

Hazleton. May 24, 1864, he came to Slatington

and began the tinware and hardware business, and

continued to successfully conduct the latter busi-

ness until 1891.

Since the year 1891, our subject has lived re-

tired, devoting part of his time to his property

interests. He was one of the organizers of the

rolling mills and carries stock in that company.

Politically he is a stanch Republican, unswerving

in his devotion to the party's interest, and socially

he is a member of Slatington Lodge No. 640, 1. 0.

O. F. He has been a member of the Council for a

number of years, and is always prominently con-

nected with any enterprise for public improvement.

September 22, 1865, Mr. Mack was united in

marriage with Miss Sarah A. Remaby. She was

the daughter of John Remaby, who built the first

hotel in Slatington, and who always took an act-

ive part in all enterprises calculated to be a ben-

efit to the community. His death occurred in

Slatington in the year 1862. Her mother who

was Laurine Wert before her marriage, was a

native of Lehigh County, and died in the year

1890, at the age of sixty-six years. She was

the daughter of John C. Wert, who was of Ger-

man descent. Mrs. Mack's paternal grandfather

was George' Remaby, who was a native of Lehigh

County, but of English descent. His ancestors

came to America and settled in the above county

in a very early day.

Mrs. John C. Mack spent her girlhood days in
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Slatington, receiving a common-school education.

She is the mother of four children, of whom we

make the following mention: Dr. John S., who has a

drug store at the corner of Main and Dowell Streets,

where he practices his profession as a physician, is

the eldest; James W., who is now employed with

Shoemaker & Co., druggists of Allentown, was for-

merly a student in the Philadelphia Pharmaceut-

ical College; Charles B. is a school boy; and Min-

nie is deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Mack are members

of the German Reformed Church of Slatington,

Pa. They can remember the first train of cars that

passed through this part of the county. Their

home is a hospitable one and their many friends

are always cordially welcomed.

>*++**
y****?

JOHN F. STIER. No enterprise of its kind

in Northampton County is conducted upon

a more extensive scale than that of which

Mr. Stier is the efficient manager and owner.

Establishing in business at Johnsonville in 1876,

he began upon a small scale, investing the $1,800

which he had saved through careful economy.

Gradually the trade increased, as the reputation of

its proprietor for reliability and honesty became

more and more established throughout the country.

A description of this establishment will be of

interest to the reader: The main storeroom, 26x66
feet in dimensions, contains the postoffice, Mr.

Stier having held the position of Postmaster for a

number of years. It also contains a full line of

dry goods, groceries, hats and caps, boots and

shoes, ready-made clothing, drugs, notions, paints

and oils, and all articles usually found in a first-

class country store. The second department is a

storeroom, 26x40, directly across from the main

building. This is used for the storage of flour and
feed and surplus stock of groceries, hardware, etc.

In the same building, on the upper floor, are stored

oilcloth, wall paper, crockery, glass, earthen and
tin ware. In another building are the furniture

and household furnishing goods, the size of this

structure being about 24x70, with two annexes.

There is also a room for agricultural implements,

slate fertilizers and salt, and still another building

containing slate, nails, pumps, wire netting, and all

kinds of fence and poultry wire. In the sixth

building is carried a surplus stock of stoves, seeds

and grain of all kinds. The stock is valued at $30,-

000, and the trade is large, including customers

from Johnsonville and a large portion of the sur-

rounding country.

In the village where he is now a leading citizen,

Mr. Stier was born August 27, 1853, being a son

of Hon. Michael G. and Rachel (Brands) Stier, of

this place. The father, a native of Finesville, N. J.,

in company with grandfather, Jacob Stier, moved
to Bucks County, Pa., and thence, a half-century

ago, came to Northampton County, settling in

Johnsonville. All the male members of the family

being potters, they established a pottery, which was

operated under the firm name of Jacob Stier & Sons,

the latter comprising Michael G., William G. and
Philip F. The last-named served as Sheriff of the

county, and was a man of prominence, as is also

our subject's father, who at one time was a member
of the Legislature. Now in his sixty-eighth year,

he still makes his home in this place, respected by
all who know him. For fifty years he has made
his home in this community—indeed the place

has grown up around him. As one who has done

much hard work and has given valuable aid to the

county, he is deserving of the esteem in which he

is held. Politically he is a Democrat, and socially

holds membership in the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows at East Bangor, and the Knights of

Pythias at Johnsonville. His children were tw^o

in number, John F. and Minerva, the latter being

the wife of J. S. Andrews, of Hainesburg, N. J.

When a lad of ten years, our subject began to

clerk in a store at Johnsonville, and later was for

one year similarly employed in Altoona, this state.

In 1876 he began in business for himself, having

a stock worth about $5,000, which he has gradu-

ally increased to its present value. He married

Margaret A., daughter of William J. Hess, who
lives near Mt. Bethel. Four children have come

to bless their union, namely: Jennie M., Grace M.,

Gilbert A. and William A. Politically a Demo-

crat, he has held a number of local offices. In 1884
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he succeeded his father as Postmaster, which posi-

tion he has since held. His life is a busy one. and

the successful management of his varied interests

requires his closest thought and undivided atten-

tion. This he gives, and as a result is financially

prospered.

£M(^

HORACE BOYD. The village of Coplay

contains no industry more widely known

throughout this section of the state than

the Coplay Iron Works, of which Mr. Boyd has

been Superintendent since 1889. The plant con-

tains three furnaces, though, .except in the very

busy seasons, only one is in operation. Employ-

ment has been given to seventy men during busy

times, but ordinarily the force is not so large. The

products of the works have a ready sale and may
be found throughout the eastern portions of the

United States.

Born in Catasauqua, Pa., August 31, 1862, the

subject of this notice is the son of Alexander E.

and Mary L. Boyd, natives of the Keystone State.

The father was for upward of a quarter of a cen-

tury connected with the Crane Iron Company, of

Catasauqua, with whom he filled various important

and responsible positions. In public affairs he was

also influential, and for years served as Treasurer

of the borough of Catasauqua. As a stanch advo-

cate of the principles of the Republican party, he

never failed to cast his ballot for the candidates

who were pledged to uphold those principles. His

religious connections were with the First Presby-

terian Church, in the faith of which he passed

away in 1889. His widow still makes her home
in Catasauqua. Horace is their only surviving

son.

In the public schools of Catasauqua Horace Boyd
received a fair education. His business career

commenced at the age of seventeen, when he went
to Columbia, Pa., and became connected with the

Chestnut Hill Iron Ore Company, remaining in the

employ of that firm for six years. Thence he
went to Hellertown, Pa., where he secured the posi-

tion of Superintendent of the blast furnaces of the

Thomas Iron Company, remaining thus engaged

until 1889, the date of his arrival in Coplay. The

products of the Coplay Iron Works are confined

solely to pig iron, and the company is conducting

an ever-increasing business, the success of which is

largely due to the energy and efficiency of the

Superintendent.

October 20, 1887, Mr. Boyd married Miss Emma
E., daughter of Joseph Diehl, of Hellertown, Pa.

In his political opinions he is a loyal advocate of

Republican principles, but is not an aspirant for

official honors, preferring to devote his attention

exclusively to his business affairs. Socially he affil-

iates with Porter Lodge No. 284, F. & A. M., at

Catasauqua. He is recognized as a progressive

and enterprising citizen and enjoys the confidence

of all who know him.

T~> LMER B. AMOLE, General Manager of the

|^ C) Lehigh Valley Cold Storage Company, is

a practical business man, and is recognized

as one of the successful men in that industry in the

county. Our subject was born in Chester County,

this state, May 28, 1866, and is the son of Jonas

Amole, also a native of that place, while his fa-

ther, who bore the name of Peter, hailed from

Germany. The great-grandfather of our subject

after coming to the United States fought as a

soldier in the Revolution.

Jonas Amole was a well-to-do tiller of the soil

in his native county, and departed this life April

9, 1885, when in the sixty-third year of his age.

He was a member of the Reformed Church, and

commanded the esteem of his neighbors. His wife,

Mrs. Ellen (Bisbring) Amole, lived and died in

Chester County, passing from earth in 1876. She

became the mother of three children, of whom our

subject was the youngest but one. He remained

on the home farm until about nineteen years of

age, in the mean time carrying on his studies in

the public schools. He then taught school for

some time, and in this manner earned the money

to pay his way through college, attending first
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the West Chester State Normal, and afterward the

Ursinus College. The knowledge gained therein

was supplemented by a business course at Reading,

Pa., after which he was in the employ of different

cold-storage companies until April, 1894, when he

came to South Bethlehem, and, taking charge of

the business as General Manager, opened up the

plant, which is one of the finest in the United

States. It is supplied with the latest improve-

ments and manufactures its own ice from distilled

water. It is 160x80 feet in dimensions, five stories

in height, containing large elevators, electric-light

plant and fine offices. It is used for the storage

of butter and eggs only, having a capacity of two

hundred carloads.

Mr. Aniole was married in Chester County, in

1891, to Miss Ida Frederick, a native of that place,

and the daughter of Benjamin H. and Emily Fred-

erick. In politics our subject is a Democrat, and

although living here but a short time has made

many friends, and is numbered among the shrewd

and capable business men of the city.

HERBERT THRELKELD-EDWARDS,
M. D., a practicing physician and surgeon,

has acquired an enviable reputation in

his profession, and is particularly successful in

surgery cases. His office is at No. 314 West Fourth

Street, South Bethlehem, and among his patients

he numbers many of the best families of the state.

His paternal grandmother bore the maiden name
of Threlkeld, and as the Doctor is an eldest son,

and there were no members of the Threlkeld fam-

ily to perpetuate the name, the English law be-

stowed the same upon our subject. Several cen-

turies ago a Norwegian family, our subject's an-

cestors, settled in the north of England and be-

came owners and proprietors of the village of

Threlkeld, which place is still in existence. The

date of their settlement appears to have been

about the time of William the Conqueror.

The Doctor's birth occurred in Esher, Surrey

County, England, March 30, 1870, his parents be-

ing George Clayton and Jane (Butt) Edwards.
The father of the former was a prominent attor-

ney-at-law in London, his office being on King
William's Street. The paternal ancestors were

natives of Wales. George C. Edwards was an

architect and surveyor, having been educated in

London, and in that city he continued to dwell

until 1885, when he brought his family to the

United States. Going to California, he located in

Los Angeles, and there engaged in the real-estate

business. His wife was born at Little Hampton,
Sussex, where her father, John E. Butt, was an

extensive land-holder.

The education of our subject was gained in his

native land. In 1885, with his father, he crossed

the Atlantic and became a resident of California.

Taking up the study of medicine, lie entered the

University of Southern California, where for a

time he pursued the classical course, and later for

a year and a-half was in the medical department.

In 1890, coming to the Keystone State, he enter-

ed the University of Pennsylvania, in the fall of

that year, and in 1891 was graduated from the

medical department. Subsequently he went to

England, continuing his theory and practice work

in a London hospital, KiDg's College and St. Bar-

tholomew's, thus acquiring a more extended fund

of information than he could otherwise have ob-

tained.

Returning, the Doctor completed his work in

the University of Pennsylvania, and was graduat-

ed in 1892 with the Degree of Doctor of Medicine.

He was next elected to serve as Resident Physician

at St. Luke's Hospital, South Bethlehem, his prac-

tice being chiefly surgical cases. At the end of

nine months he accepted a position as Assistant

Demonstrator of Pathology at his Alma Mater,

holding the same until the end of the school year,

when he resigned. While there he devoted con-

siderable time to the study of nose and throat dis-

eases, in the. treatment of which he is very profi-

cient. In the spring of 1893 he decided to locate

in South Bethlehem, which has since been his field

of work. For a time his office was at the Wyan-

dotte Hotel, but afterward was removed to West

Fourth Street.

The Doctor is Recording Secretary of the A. M.
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P. 0. fraternity of the University of Pennsylvania.

In his political affiliations he supports the Repub-

lican party. He is a Graduate Fellow of the Stille

Medical Society, and has contributed many im-

portant articles to different medical journals. In

the Northampton Medical Society, the Lehigh

Valley and the State Medical Associations he holds

membership, and in 1893 was a delegate to the

convention of the latter. He is also identified

with the University Club of Philadelphia, the

Northampton Club of South Bethlehem, and the

Beethoven Maennerchor of Bethlehem. In his

office there hangs an illuminated coat of arms of

the Edwards family on the paternal side, which

reads: "The Quartering of the Arms of Rhoderic the

Great, King of North and South Wales and Powis

Land, direct male ancestor of the Edwards family,"

through the Edwardses, of Birmingham, Warwick

County, England, the motto being, "Justice to

All, Favor to None."

0HARLES H. COHN. This gentleman is

distinguished in the annals of Allentown

as Chief of its Fire Department. Born in

Jackson, Tenn., he is the son of Henry and Hannah
(Henry) Cohn, natives of New York. Charles H.

spent the first nine years of his life in Tennessee,

and in 1863 accompanied his parents on their re-

moval to the Keystone State. This was during

the war, and the family remained in Philadelphia

until the close of hostilities, when they returned

to Jackson, Tenn., and there, made their home
for about four years, when they made their way to

Ohio, and lived in Cincinnati a twelvemonth.

In 1869 the elder Mr. and Mrs. Cohn, with their

family, returned to Pennsylvania, and while resid-

ing in the Quaker 'City our subject .learned the

trade of a cigar-maker. This he followed until

1871, in the above place, and at the expiration of

that time coming to Allentown, continued to work
at the occupation until 1883, spending the last

three years of that time as foreman in the factory

of Felton & Schurman. When leaving the shops,

Mr. Cohn went on the road as traveling salesman

for the same company, his route lying through

Virginia, South Carolina, North Carolina, New
York and Pennsylvania.

Mr. Cohn continued to travel in the interests of

the cigar trade for two years, when he abandoned

the road and engaged in business for himself,

manufacturing a fine grade of cigars. This he

carried on very successfully until 1893, in April

of which year he was appointed to his present re-

sponsible position for three years. He has full

control of the various fire departments of the city,

and in every way is considered a thoroughly,

efficient executive. Mr. Cohn was instrumental

in securing a chemical engine, costing $1,450.

He has full control of the finances, and is also

Secretary of the Fire Committee.

August 19, 1893, Mr. Cohn of this sketch and

Miss Emma Ritter, of Allentown, were united in

marriage. The lady is a daughter of Daniel and

Mary Ritter, and was born in 1851. The Repub-

lican party finds in Mr. Cohn one of its most

prominent and active members. Socially he is an

Odd Fellow, belonging to Allen Lodge No. 71; is

Past Chancellor of Greenleaf Lodge No. 257,

K. of P.; is a member of Lochawonk Tribe No. 201,

I. O. R. M.; and is connected with the Patriotic

Order Sons of America.

MMP^
WILLIAM D. MICKLEY. This name will

be at once recognized by our readers as

that of the worthy Chief of Police of

Allentown. He is a native of this state, and was

born in Huntingdon County, July 18, 1850. When
a lad of six years he accompanied his parents,

Charles and Eliza (Heinbach) Mickley, on their

removal to Allentown, where he received a good

education in the public schools of the city.

The father of our subject hailed from Lehigh

County, and was killed during the late war, in the

battle of Pocataligo, S. C, October 22, 1862. He

was Captain of Company G, Forty-seventh Penn-

sylvania Infantry, which he aided in organizing

in Allentown. He was a very prominent figure
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in public affairs of the city, and previous to the

outbreak of the war was engaged in operating a

flouring-mill. He was strictly honorable in all

his dealings, and was therefore highly regarded by

all with whom he had to do. The mother of our

subject survived her husband many years and de-

parted this life in Allentown, July 10, 1881.

After leaving the temples of learning William D.,

of this sketch, apprenticed himself to a blacksmith

and carriage-maker, which trades he soon mastered,

and followed for a number of years. He has

always been very popular with his fellow-towns-

men, who, recognizing his superior executive

ability, mnde him Chief of Police in April, 1893.

He is fully qualified to fill this responsible position,

and the noticeable absence of crime in the city

speaks well for his efficiency, and that of his ten

patrolmen.

Chief Mickley is a member of the National

Guards of Pennsylvania. He enlisted as a private,

and was successively promoted to the various posi-

tions of the company until at present he is Captain

of Company D, Fourth Regiment, N. G. of P.

The great-grandfather of our subject was a soldier

in the Revolutionary War.

In his political relations our subject is a true-

blue Republican, being a leader in his party in

this vicinity. He is President of the American

Fire Department of the city of Allentown, to

which position he was appointed November 11,

1893. Socially Chief Mickley is a member of Green-

leaf Lodge No. 257, K. of P. and is likewise con-

nected with the order of the Mystic Chain. His

reputation as an honest and upright official is well

established throughout this vicinity, and he en-

deavors to take such a part in affairs as will be for

the public good.

Hsh

T~> PHRAIM LONG. This biographical record

iC) of Lehigh County would be incomplete if

within its pages a sketch of the above-

named gentleman should fail to appear. His stand-

ing is high among the citizens of Egypt, where he

is living retired, and is deservedly respected by

those who are favored with his friendship.

Our subject was born in this county May 27,

1821, and is the son of John and Elizabeth

(Heilman) Long, natives also of the Keystone

State, the father being born in Northampton Coun-

ty and the mother in Lehigh County. When
about six years of age our subject accompanied his

parents on their removal to Sussex County, N. J.,

where they remained for about fourteen years,

and then returned to this section, locating in

Whitehall Township.

John Long was a miller by trade, and when a

youth our subject worked in the mill, assisting

his father, but when old enougli to choose a vo-

cation he learned the trade of a tailor, which he

followed for seven years. This he abandoned

when reaching his twenty-fourth year, and began

farm pursuits, which he carried on in North White-

hall Township for many seasons. In the spring of

1874 he came to Egypt and established in the ho-

tel business, at the same time engaging as a gen-

eral merchant of this place. These combined oc-

cupations he carried on for sixteen years, and at

the expiration of that time had been so success-

ful in business that he was enabled to retire from

active work of any kind.

When ready to establish a home of his own Mr.

Long was married, in 1846, to Miss Hannah Kline,

also a native of this county, and the daughter of

Jacob and Susan (Gross) Kline. To them was

born a family of eleven children, of whom we

make the following mention: Achilles J. makes

his home in Berks County, this state; Elmira is de-

ceased; Calvin J. resides in Cleveland, Ohio; Al-

fred is engaged in business in Bucks County, this

state; Alice is the wife of Rev. Henry L. Fegley, a

minister of the Lutheran Church at New Tripoli;

Eugene makes his home in Egypt, as does also

Walter and Harvey; Daniel W. is deceased; Agnes

is the wife of Samuel Black, of Luzerne County,

this state; and Josephine, now Mrs. Benjamin

Brown, makes her home in Egypt.

The beloved wife of our subject, who had been

his devoted companion and counselor for nearly

half a century, departed this life October 30, 1891.

She was a consistent member of the German Luth-
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eran Church. Mr. Long has been School Director

for many years, and is in favor of every measure

which he believes to be for the best interest of his

locality and the country at large. He has been

very successful in business, which is due entirely

to his own effort, and he thus receives and deserves

the commendation of the community for his indus-

try. He is a strong Democrat in politics, and for

sixteen years held the office of Postmaster of

Egypt.

#P .

REV. ABRAHAM B. KOPLIN, D. D., is

pastor of the Reformed Church at Heller-

town, Northampton County, of which he

has had charge since the spring of 1877. He was
born in Summit County, Ohio. In tracing his

ancestral history we find that one Mathias Koplin,

with his wife and son, left Rotterdam on the 22d
of June, 1728, on the good ship "Albany," which
arrived in Philadelphia on the 4th of the fol-

lowing September. They were among the many
natives of the Palatinate, Germany, who fled from
the persecution which prevailed there in the early

part of the eighteenth century. On arriving in

this country, they settled in what is now a part of

Mifflin County, Pa., and on the father's death he
was buried in the old graveyard adjacent to the Re-
formed Church, of which he was a member. He
was the great-grandfather of Mathias Koplin, who
died in 1850, at the age of eighty-four years, near
Doylestown, Ohio. The latter was the father of
Abraham Koplin, our subject's father.

Abraham Koplin was horn in Huntingdon Coun-
ty in 1804, and emigrated to Ohio in 1833. There
he became acquainted with Rachel Bachman, daugh-
ter of Lorans Bachman, whose father came from
Alsace, Germany, in 1753. Since the days of the
Reformation the Koplin family has always been
connected with the Reformed Church, and has
been characterized by sober, industrious and thrifty
habits.

Rev. Mr. Koplin received his academic education
in Star Academy of Summit County, and entered
Heidelberg Academy at Tiffin, Ohio, in 1851, grad-

uating from the classical course four years later.

In 1856 be graduated from the theological sem-

inary, and was soon given charge of the Glade Re-

formed Church of Stoyestown, Somerset County,

Pa., where he remained for two years. Then go-

ing to Elk Lick, in the same county, he became

pastor of Paradise Church. In 1864 he removed

to Defiance, where for three years and a-half he

continued working in the interests of the Reformed

Church, and succeeded in establishing a branch in

the county seat, from which as a nucleus three pas-

toral charges have sprung up. In 1867 he re-

turned to Elk Lick, his former charge, and there

remained until 1874. In January of that year he

went as a missionary to Catasanqua, Pa., where he

succeeded in founding the Reformed Church of

that place, and was pastor of the same for about

three and a-half years. At the end of that time

he resigned in order to come to Hellertown, and

this place has since been the scene of his labors.

A mission was first established, and finally a church,

the Shiloh Reformed, was located in South Bethle-

hem. The church at Hellertown has also flour-

ished, and its numerical as well as its spiritual

growth has advanced rapidly. In 1876 Franklin

and Marshall College, of Lancaster, conferred upon

Mr. Koplin the honorary degree of Master of Arts,

and in 1885 Heidelberg University bestowed upon

him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. He has

written a number of review articles, and a work en-

titled "A Live Church," with a sub-title, "Charac-

teristics of a True Church." For the period cov-

ered by his ministry he has been identified with

the conservative, wing of the Reformed Church,

and has taken part in the various synods and

meetings of his denomination, serving as a dele-

gate and sometimes as Presiding Officer.

June 9, 1857, Rev. Mr. Koplin married Harriett

A., daughter of Philip Custer, of Stoyestown, Pa.

They have five children, a son and four daughters,

namely: S. Oma, wife of Rev. S. F. Laury, pastor

of the Reformed Church at Brodheadsville, Monroe

County, Pa.; Emma B., wife of C. J. Gitt, Post-

master in Hanover, York County, Pa.; Martha V.,

wife of Aaron Hostetter, a merchant of Hanover;

Russell N., a graduate of Franklin and Marshall

College and Seminary; and Ida May, who was
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educated in the Allentown College for women, as

were also her elder sisters. Russell N. is an attor-

ney-at-law, practicing before the Northampton

County Bar, and holds high rank among the legal

profession of Hellertown. The Custer family is of

Huguenot descent, and Mrs. Koplin's great-great-

grandfather was one of the refugees who left France

during the persecution, and settled in Franklin

County, this state. The father of Mrs. Koplin was

married in Somerset County to Miss Sarah Ray-

mond. His brother was located in Pomeroy, Ohio,

and was the father of General Custer, the famous

military chief, who was massacred by the Indians

in 1876.

Dr. Koplin uses his right of franchise in favor

of the Democratic party and .takes great interest

in educational and civic affairs. He is one of the

leading ministers in his denomination and has

hosts of sincere friends in all parts of the state.

HENRY S. CLEMENS, M. D. The city of

Allentown is not without her share of

members of the learned professions who

are a credit to the vocation they have chosen, and

to the city itself. Among those who have taken

up the calling of a medical practitioner is Dr.

Clemens, who devotes himself assiduously to his

practice and the scientific investigations which

will enhance his professional knowledge and skill.

He is well established in reputation as a physician,

and is recognized as one of the able practitioners

of this section.

Before outlining the life history of our subject

it may be well to make a brief record of his par-

ents. His father, Jacob Clemens, was a tanner by

trade, but devoted the greater part of his life to

farming pursuits, carrying on his agricultural la-

bors in South Bethlehem. He was prominent in

his neighborhood, and when he departed this life,

in 1872, his loss was widely felt. The grandfather

of our subject was Christian Clemens, a native

of Doylestown, Bucks County, Pa. Our subject's

mother, Catherine, was the daughter of Jacob and

20

Mary Ott, natives of Pleasant Valley, Bucks Coun-

ty, Pa. She was born in that place November 21,

181], and died in South Bethlehem, March 11,

1890, when in her seventy-eighth year.

The subject of this sketch was the third in order

of birth of a family of eight children, and dates

his advent into the world from November 15,

1838. In his boyhood he was a student in the

public schools of his native place, and later at-

tended Tremont Seminary and Norristown and

Union Seminary, in Union County, Pa. After a

short time spent in teaching school in Northamp-

ton County, this state, he pursued his studies in

the seminary at New Berlin, this state, and in

1857 carried out his long-cherished desire of study-

ing medicine. His first studies were conducted in

the office of Dr. Abram Stout, of Bethlehem, later

he was with Dr. Kitchen, and then he entered the

medical department of the University of Pennsyl-

vania, from which institution he was graduated in

1861. After receiving his diploma he began the

practice of his profession in Hosensack, Lehigh

County. Later, however, he was numbered among

the physicians of Friedensville, where he remained

for seven years. He then came to Allentown,

where he has since made his home, and where he

has built up a lucrative practice.

February 2, 1862, Dr. Clemens was united in

marriage with Miss Emelie, daughter of David

Hartman. This lady died in Allentown, in Octo-

ber, 1870, after having become the mother of four

children. The lady whom our subject chose as

his second wife was Miss Elizabeth S. Jones, of

Sinking Spring, Berks County, this state.

Iii politics the Doctor is at heart a Prohibition-

ist, but has occasionally lent his vote to the Re-

publican party when great issues were at stake.

He is of a very religious bent of mind, and at the

age of fourteen professed justification in the true

Scriptural sense, also sanctification in the true Bib-

lical sense on the 9th of June, 1890. He took the

four-years course of theology laid down in the

Methodist Episcopal discipline," after which he

served for many years as a local preacher in the

Methodist Episcopal Church. Later he filled a

similar position in the Evangelical Church. He is

also a graduate of the Chautauqua School of The-
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ology and the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific

Circle. The Deacon's Orders conferred upon him

by Bishop Bowman endowed him with all the

functions of the ministry.

One of the chief ambitions of Dr. Clemens is to

give advantages to those who have none. In his

labors of love he was called upon to preach the

Gospel and establish Sabbath-schools in various

obscure and neglected places throughout the coun-

ty of Lehigh, and, as a result of his work, many
Sunday-schools were established and chapels built.

He served many congregations without fee or

earthly reward, and induced the prejudiced to

come to Sabbath-school, for in most of the locali-

ties the public generally were prejudiced against

Methodism. For years, at great personal expense

and sacrifice, he gave the children expensive re-

wards in order to induce them to come to church

and Sabbath-school, and thus cultivate a taste for

a moral and religious life. In this way he was

perhaps one of the greatest philanthropists who
ever lived in this community, for he ministered

both to the temporal and spiritual wants of the

people. Time and eternity alone will reveal the

extent of his good deeds. Not only did he preach

regularly to his parishioners the Gospel of Jesus

Christ, but also, without remuneration, he buried

the dead, and baptized and married his people.

When the great split took place in the Evangel-
ical Association, of which he was a member, the

Doctor, instead of pandering to the clique of the

contestants, or bowing to the whimsical imagina-
tions of the prejudiced, went about far and wide
preaching holiness to both sides of the division
wherever admitted, claiming that the rod of con-
tention suspended over them by Providence was a
chastisement to drive them back to the true foun-
dation. God having sent Luther into the world to
revive the Bible doctrine of justification by faith,
and John Wesley to revive the Bible doctrine of
sanctification by faith, these doctrines the Doctor
maintained (he was cradled in them from child-
hood) were the true foundation upon which the
Evangelical Association was based; and for wander-
ing from this old and true foundation the people
were being punished, and they must get back to it

again, or they will gradually degenerate and be-

come contemporary with the other spiritually dead

churches.

Nor was the Doctor less active in temperance

than in religious work. He traveled through this

county and elsewhere establishing divisions, cir-

culating temperance literature, and lecturing with-

out any remuneration whatever. In the Sabbath-

school, also, he inculcated in the minds of the chil-

dren his own strict temperance principles, thus

aiding them to start aright in the world. As a

physician he was prominent, and had a large and

profitable practice in the county, until he made

chronic diseases a specialty, when his fame spread

throughout the United States. He has treated pa-

tients also from Canada and Europe. Early in

life he made a special study of the lungs, and pneu-

monia was the subject of his thesis when he was

graduated from the University of Pennsylvania, at

Philadelphia, in 1861.

Probably no other physician has done as much
as has Dr. Clemens to demonstrate the value of

oxygen as a therapeutic agent He manufactured

it of the sesqui-oxide of- iron in combinations with

various other chemicals, all the particulars of which

he specifies in his will to his wife and children, so

as to make it perpetual. He discovered that by

combining various chemical gases and medicated

vapors a system of therapeutics could be estab-

lished effectual in nearly all diseases, and which

could be administered by inhalation alone, this be-

ing more potent in effect than by stomach medica-

tion. By throwing remedies into the circulation by

the medium of the lungs he discovered that they

acted more effectively than by sending them into

the circulation (where all curative agents must

go) through the stomach. He was the first to dis-

cover that from twenty to thirty pounds of beef

could be forced into the circulation in the form

of essence, by compelling or increasing the powers

of assimilation, which is a great boon in all wast-

ing diseases. He was also the first to discover that

the vital calibre of the lungs could be enlarged

from seventy to one hundred, two hundred, three

hundred, or even four hundred, cubic inches in

consumptives, who are not too far gone in the

work of decay in all tuberculous affections, by in-

haling oxygen in various combinations.
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These two facts, the Doctor says, are part of the

secrets of his great success in restoring consump-

tives or all persons suffering from wasting diseases.

It is a discovery of the Doctor's that the heart can

be shrunk by inhaling oxygen in various combina-

tions in cases of hypertrophy; that all tumors can

be scattered by increasing the power of both secre-

tion and excretion, and restoring every function

to normal action by the oxygen treatment. He
also discovered that all brain workers, who keep

up a good physique by taxing the muscles as well

as the brain, can greatly increase the powers of

brain function or capabilities by an occasional in-

halation of oxygen, whether they are sick or well.

When the brain is not too much compressed, occa-

sional inhalations of oxygen will so elevate and

refine the higher and finer functions of the brain

as to make a Christian (especially a minister) ca-

pable of expounding any subject wherewith he

may be familiar almost with the eloquence of an

angel, so that his influence will be increased two-

fold. Man's brain, when treated physically by

oxygen in a proper manner, can be subjected to

enormous strain and lifted to heights of ecstatic

rapture in men of intellect, addicted to no bad

habits. This is a discovery that Dr. Clemens has

made after many experiments and extended ex-

perience. Oxygen, he thinks, is yet in its infancy

as a therapeutic agent.
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HARRY A. R. DIETRICH, a leading young

business man of South Bethlehem, is a

heating and ventilating engineer, and is

contractor for steam and hot-water heating, and
has built up a large and successful trade. He
was the first one to embark in this line of busi-

ness in this place, and is still the principal one in

this occupation. A self-made man, he has reason

to be proud of his justly merited good fortune, for

he has acquired his standing through his own
worthy qualifications.

The birth of our subject occurred at Eden, Lancas-

ter County, May 14, 1861, he being a son of Henry
Dietrich. In a family of four children, Harry is

the third in order of birth, and his boyhood was
passed at Eden. He attended the district schools

until sixteen years of age, when he learned the

butcher's business. In the spring of 1877 he re-

moved to Fairville, Terry Hill Postoffice, Lancas-

ter County, where he remained for a year, thence

going to Reading, Pa. There he obtained employ-

ment in the tube works, and acquired a practical

knowledge of the business, at which he worked

more or less for two years at that point. His next

place was with the Reading Scott "Works, in the

steam-forge department, where he was located for

a year. In 1882 he became a resident of South

Bethlehem, removing to this place with his parents.

That summer he worked in the old rolling-mill,

and later was with McKee & Milson for a year in

their steam-boiler works. His next employment

was with Baker, Smith & Co., of New York, obtain-

ing contracts for steam heat. It was in 1885 that

he started in business for himself, beginning at the

bottom round of the ladder, and though necessarily

it tock some time to make headway, he has been

successful in building up a good trade in this lo-

cality. In 1888 he located at his present place of

business, comprising three floors, 25x50 feet, all of

which space he occupies with his large stock. The

boilers which he uses in his trade are the H. A. R.

D., which he patented in 1893, making improved

patents on them in 1894. They are constructed

for his own use and sold to the trade in general,

and in addition to this he has patented four other

boilers, making his own designs. His place of

business is on West Second Street and Penn Alley,

and in the busy season from ten to fifteen men are

employed.

Mr. Dietrich has fitted out many of the promin-

ent public and private buildings in this community,

among these the Moravian Theological Seminary

for Young Men, the Lehigh Valley Company's rail-

road offices, the Sun Hotel, the Lerch & Rice Com-

pany's store, the Globe store, the Church of the

Holy Infancy, and Bishop Thorp's School. Many-

more might be mentioned, but these will serve to

show that his work is endorsed by many of the

leading men of the place. Mr. Dietrich is a member
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of the Master Steam and Hot-water Fitters' Associa-

tion of the United States, and takes an active part

in the work of the organization.

May 14, 1894, Mr. Dietrich was married in Port-

land, this state, to Mrs. Priscilla (Webb) Davis,

who was born in "Wales. For nearly two terras

our subject was a member of the School Board

from the old First Ward, and later from the Second

Ward, when he resigned. In politics he supports

the Democratic party, in the success of which he is

much interested.

OsvCU5S!$;—mmmm^
PETER A. FRITCHMAN is general agent

for the Girard Fire Insurance Company of

Philadelphia, and Secretary of and solici-

tor for the Freemansburg Building and Loan Asso-

ciation. He is a Justice of the Peace and Conveyan-
cer, and deals extensively in real estate. In civic

society he holds high rank, and in political circles

as well is favorably known in Freemansburg,
which is his home.

Mr. Fritchman is a native of this borough, where
his birth occurred November 3, 1838. His father,

William Fritchman, was also a native of North-
ampton County, while his grandfather was born
in this county. His great-grandfather was born in
the Fatherland, having emigrated to America pre-

vious to the Revolutionary War, becoming one of
the early settlers in the northern portion of North-
ampton County. The father of our subject assisted
in building the Lehigh Canal, and was afterward
made a Supervisor of the same. The wife of Will-
iam Fritchman was in her maidenhood Christanna
Ehrhart, and her birth also occurred in this county.

Peter A. Fritchman was educated in the Free-
mansburg public schools and in the high school at
Bethlehem. On the completion of his studies he
taught school tor one year, and was only about
sixteen years of age when he engaged in the mer-
cantile business on a small scale in this borough.
Year by year his trade increased and he succeeded
in building up a good business. This in time be-
came W large that he was obliged fa secure more

extensive quarters, and in 1869 he retired from

that business. Later he superintended the build-

ing of the Northampton County Prison, and also

the erection of two bridges (one at Broad Street,

Bethlehem, and one at Coplay) for the Lehigh

Valley Railroad Company. For a time he was en-

gaged in cutting rock, etc., to make way for the

the double track of the Central Railroad of New
Jersey.

In 1875 Mr. Fritchman was elected Justice of

the Peace, and has served as such up to the pres-

ent time, nearly twenty years. For a period ex-

tending over four years he was Auditor of North-

ampton County, the duties of which responsible

position he discharged to the satisfaction of all.

For six years he faithfully served as a Councilman,

and for nine years has been one of the School Di-

rectors. In April, 1894, he resigned from his ar-

duous position as Secretary of the Town Council,

in which capacity he had acted for a period of

twenty-one years. Foremost in all public enter-

prises, he has been a prominent and important fac-

tor in the welfare and activity of Freemansburg,

having aided greatly in its upbuilding.

Fraternally Mr. Fritchman has long heen inter-

ested in secret societies and holds membership

with a number. He belongs to Huldah Lodge No.

364, K. of P., of Freemansburg, and was one of the

principal organizers of the lodge in 1872, and

since that was effected has been its representative

to the Grand Lodge of the state. Since 1859 lie

has been a member of Cradle of Liberty Council

No. 1 24, O. U. A. M., of this place. He is also a

charter member of Washington Camp No. 429, P.

O. S. of A., and a charter member of Star Castle

No. 108, Knights of the Golden Eagle. In politics

he votes with the Democratic party, and religiously

is a member of the Lutheran Church.

In May, 1857, was celebrated the marriage of

our subject and Miss Hannah A. Apple, daughter

of ex-Judge Apple, of Bucks County, Pa., who is

now deceased. By their union were born two

children, one of whom is deceased; the other is W.

Bion, who resides with his parents, and is Post-

master of this town. Mr. Fritchman is a self-made

man, having had to make his own way in the world

from early years. He always esteems it a privilege
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to assist by his influence, and in all other possible

ways, to promote the general welfare, and has the

good of his fellow-townsmen and borough greatly

at heart. When serving in public capacities he

was always faithful and true to all trusts reposed

in him, and is greatly esteemed by those who have

had the pleasure of his acquaintance.

HERMAN SCHMIDT, the efficient and well

known Steward of the Northampton Coun-

ty Almshouse, which is located in Up-

per Nazareth Township, is a native of Prussia,

Germany, where his birth occurred September

13, 1839. He is a son of William and Chris-

tiana (Roehle) Schmidt, both likewise natives of

Germany. Until reaching the age of fifteen he

continued to live in his native land, the years

passing without marked event. In conformity to

the laws of the land, he received a good education

in his mother tongue. By reading of the benefits

and advantages afforded in America, he early de-

cided that he would try his fortunes in this fair

land. In the mean time, to further this object, he

acquired a fair knowledge of English, at least

sufficient for general conversation. In 1854 he

took passage at Bremen on a sailing-vessel, which,

after a voyage of six weeks, cast anchor at Balti-

more.

On his arrival in the New World, young Schmidt

came directly to Northampton County, and se-

cured work on a farm in Lower Nazareth Town-

ship. In this capacity he continued to remain for

a number of years, meriting the respect of his em-

ployers for his industry and fidelity to duty. In

1868 his worthy qualities received reward in his

being appointed as farmer for the Northampton

County Almshouse, to take charge of the farm

work connected with the fields appertaining there-

to. The land now owned by this institution com-

prises three hundred and sixty-five acres, and the

profits derived therefrom make the Almshouse

self-sustaining.

In 1875 Mr. Schmidt was appointed to the re-

sponsible position of Steward, and has served as

such since. In the truest sense he is a self-made

man, owing entirely to his worthy characteristics

his success in life. Frugal and industrious, he has

constantly, by the aid of his faithful wife, laid

aside each year some money which he has invested

in land. He now owns two hundred and seventy-

nine acres under good cultivation.

The wife and helpmate of Mr. Schmidt was for-

merly Miss Mary Karch, daughter of George Karch,

of Bushkill Township, this county. Nine children

have blessed their union, namely: Mar} - E., Emma
C. (wife of Charles Kleppinger), Charles W., Frank-

lin H., Alice A., Arthur G., Nellie E., Florence I.

and Victor R.

Mr. Schmidt uses the right of franchise in favor

of the Democratic party, though he is not prom-

inent as a politician, preferring -to give his labors

to his daily work and important duties. He is a

member of the Dryland Lutheran Church in Lower

Nazareth Township. He enjoys the respect of all

who know him, and is entitled to great credit and

admiration for the manner in which he has met

every trust reposed in him.

NARY PETER. This gentleman will be

counted among the old residents of Le-

high County, for he was born in Heidel-

berg Township November 6, 1831. He is one of

the wide-awake and enterprising farmers of White-

hall Township, where he has one hundred acres of

land, well tilled and under a high state of cultiva-

tion, and the many improvements on the place in-

dicate the thrift and energy of the owner.

Daniel and Maria (Fenstermacher) Peter, the

parents of our subject, were likewise natives of

this county, while the paternal grandfather of our

subject came from Germany and located in the

above county. There were four brothers who made

the trip to America at the same time, and they all

made a settlement in the vicinity of Slatington.

Our subject was reared to man's estate on his

father's farm, and received a fair education in

the German language, and at the same time ac-
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quired a good knowledge of the English tongue.

He has followed farm pursuits throughout his en-

tire life, although for several years he added to

this branch of work the trade of a tailor, which he

carried on for a time in Illinois. February 27,

1857, Mr. Peter was married to Miss Sarena Scheiry,

a native of North Whitehall Township, this coun-

ty, and a daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth (House-

man) Scheiry. To them have been born the fol-

lowing eight children: Ellen J. (Mrs. David New-

hart), Robert, James W., Joseph D., Lewis F.,

George, Mary (Mrs. A. Betts) and Ida.

Our subject is the proprietor of one hundred

acres of valuable land, and, as a leading and influ-

ential citizen, has the confidence and high regard

of a large circle of friends and acquaintances in

his community. In political matters he is a stanch

Republican, and a member in good standing of

the Lutheran Church.
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WILLIAM H. RICE, the late Treasurer

of Northampton County, is a well

known and influential citizen of Beth-

lehem. He comes of a good family, who settled at

a very early day in this county, his great-grand-

father being a native of England. His grandfather,

Peter Rice, was born in Easton, and his death oc-

curred when his son William B., our subject's

father, was twelve years of age. The latter was a

blacksmith by trade, and in his youth hired out to

a farmer in Saucon Township, where he learned his

trade. Later he came to Bethlehem, becoming fore-

man of the coach manufactory of J. S. Leveres. He
afterward engaged in this business on his own ac-

count, manufacturing carriages, and also engaging
in general blacksmith work at the corner of Broad
and New Streets until 1862. His death occurred

December 19, 1893. He was a member of the

Presbyterian Church, but later became identified

with the Reformed Church. At one time he was
a member of the Council. His wife, Mary. A.
Weider, was born in Lehigh County, her parents

being Moravians. The mother is still ,li vi ng on the

old home, though now nearly eighty years of age.

Of her five children, three sons and one daughter

are still living.

William H. Rice was born on the corner of Broad

and New Streets in this city, February 3, 1843,

and attended the public schools of this place.

When a lad of thirteen he worked on a farm for a

year, after which he was employed at driving cat-

tle from the Blue Mountains to Chester. After-

ward he was in his father's shop until reaching his

majority, when he became a partner in the business

with his brother George, his father at that time re-

tiring from active business. Mr. Rice continued

operations at the old place of business until Jan-

uary 4, 1891, when he became Treasurer of the

count3'.

In the spring of 1890 our subject was nominated

on the Democratic ticket for Treasurer, and though

there were eight candidates he succeeded in win-

ning the nomination on the sixth ballot. In the

fall of that year he was elected by a majority of

forty-five hundred, leading the ticket. On the 5th

of January, 1891, he took the oath of office, and

faithfully served in this most responsible position

for three years, retiring from the same on the 2d of

January, 1894. During this time he traveled almost

constantly, covering a distance of nearly eighteen

thousand miles. He was under bonds for 1120,000,

and his duties were discharged to the satisfaction

of all parties.

In Bethlehem Mr. Rice has built several resi-

dences, two of these being located on Broad Street

and two on Main Street. His own residence he

erected in 1887. In public enterprises and the

upbuilding of the town he has been actively inter-

ested. His father was one of the first men to help

organize the Bethlehem Iron Company and was a

stockholder at the time of his death. Mr. Rice is

a stockholder in the Bethlehem Gas Company and

was for a time a Director in the Bethlehem Iron

Company.

In 1866 occurred the marriage of William H.

Rice and Miss Ellen R. Blean, who was born in Al-

lentown and is a daughter of Jacob Blean, of that

place. Mr. Rice is a Democrat in politics and for

two years has been on the County Committee. For

three years prior to his acceptiong the office of
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Treasurer he was one of the City Council, being

Chairman of the same. Socially he belongs to

Monocacy Lodge, I. O. 0. F., and is a Trustee in

the Reformed Church. He is a well informed and

genial gentleman, with whom it is a pleasure to hold

conversation.

WILLIAM H. STOUDT. No better rep-

resentative of honest, upright man-

hood can be found than the above-

named gentleman, an influential citizen of West

Bethlehem, where he is carrying on a large busi-

ness as a brick contractor and plasterer. If for no

other reason, he deserves representation in this

volume for the noble part which he plaj'ed during

the late war.

Our subject was born in Moore Township, North-

ampton County, August 22, 1839, and is the son

of John Stoudt, born in Monroe County, this state,

where he carried on his trade of a millwright un-

til removing to his fine farm in Moore Township.

His wife, prior to her marriage Mary Leh, was born

there, and was the daughter of John Leh, a farmer,

who is now deceased. Mrs. Stoudt departed this

life at the age of seventy-seven years, firm in the

faith of the Reformed Church.

William H., of this sketch, was the third in order

of birth Of the parental family of eight children,

and was reared in Moore Township, and there at-

tended the district school. He remained at home,

assisting his father on the farm, until attaining

his eighteenth year, when he began learning the

brickmason's trade, working in Nazareth. He was

thus employed when, in 1862, he offered his ser-

vices in defense of his country, and became a

member of Company H, One Hundred and Fifty-

third Pennsylvania Infantry. With his regiment

lie participated in the battles of Chancellorsville

and Gettysburg, and at the latter place was taken

prisoner by the enemy, but was soon paroled.

With his company young Stoudt was mustered

out in 1863, and, returning home in the fall of

that year, began farming, becoming the owner of

a good estate in Bethlehem Township. He was

thus occupied for a quarter of a century, but in

1888 abandoned that industry and, moving into

West Bethlehem, worked at his trade until 1890,

when he began brick contracting, which he has

since followed with signal success, erecting some

of the best business blocks and residences in the

city. He gives employment in the busy season to

twenty or thirty men, and the work when given

in his charge always proves satisfactory.

Mr. Stoudt was married in 1863 to Miss Mary
A. C. Paulus, a native of Bethlehem Township, and

to them have been born three children: Howard, of

West Bethlehem; Oscar, engaged in business in

Philadelphia; and Clayton, who is at home with his

parents. Socially our subject belongs to J. K.

Taylor Post, G. A. R., and in religious affairs is a

devoted member of Christ Reformed Church. He
is a believer in and a supporter of Republican

principles, and as an honest and intelligent man

commands the respect of all.

REV. CHARLES J. COOPER, A. M., has

been a member of the Board of Trustees

of Muhlenberg College, of Allentown, Pa.,

since 1876, and during the years which have since

passed his history has been closely interwoven

with that of the college. He was born in Upper

Saucon Township, Lehigh County, Pa., April 1,

1847, and is a son of Jacob and Sarah (Horlacher)

Cooper. He prepared for college in Allentown

Seminary, and afterward joined the Sophomore

class in Pennsylvania College, of Gettysburg. He

was graduated from that institution in the Class

of '67, at the age of twenty years. He then en-

tered upon the study of theology, in order to fit

himself for the work of the ministry, becoming a

student in the Theological Seminary of Phila-

delphia, from which he was graduated in 1870.

The same year he was ordained to the ministry in

the Lutheran Church. It was also during 1870,

on the 4th of October, that he was united in mar-

riage with Miss Emma S. Knause, of Philadelphia.

After his ordination, Rev. Mr. Cooper accepted

a call from St. Peter's Church in South Bethle-
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hem, Pa., where he remained from 1870 until 1886.

During that time he also served the congregations

at Freemansburg and Lower Saucon. He was Sec-

retary of the Second Conference for a number of

years, and of the Ministerium in 1884 and 1885.

It was in 1886 that Mr. Cooper came to Allen-

town, in order to give his undivided attention to

his labors in behalf of the college. As before

stated, he was made a member of the Board of

Trustees in 1876, and in 1884 was made its Treas-

urer, which position he still fills. He has also

been financial agent since 1886, and his efforts for

the improvement of the finances of the college

have met with marked success. He is plain and

unassuming in manner, and has won the regard

and gratitude of those interested in the church

and college.

-»^H«£r»

WILLIBALD KUEBLER. Among the

worthy German-American citizens who
have been prominent factors in the

prosperity of Easton is this gentleman, who has

made his home here for forty-three years. He is

sole proprietor of a large brewery, in connection

with which he runs a bottling establishment. He
has invested considerable money in real estate in

and near this place, and as a result of years of in-

dustrious and enterprising business management
has accumulated a goodly fortune.

A native of Baden, Germany, Mr. Kuebler was
born November 12, 1826, to Andrew and Noth-
purga (Baechle) Kuebler. The former was a farmer
and dealer in heavy timber in the Fatherland,

where he continued to reside until his death. Of
his eight children our subject is the only survivor.

He came to the United States in 1850, and first lo-

cated in Philadelphia, where he remained for two
years in the employ of Engle & Wolf, brewers.
This business he had learned in his native land,

and worked at the calling until coming to Penn-
sylvania. In 1852 he concluded to leave Phila-
delphia, and on coming to Easton engaged in part-

nership with a Mr. Glenz. They started a brewery
in the rear of what is now called "Nightingale's
Corner," and conducted the same for about two
years.

It was in 1855 that the brewery was established

at the present place, and before many years had

passed their increasing trade made it necessary to

enlarge the plant. In 1876 Mr. Kuebler became

sole owner of the business. He is a man of con-

siderable mechanical genius and has patented some

valuable and labor-saving brewery machinery, one

of these being called the Automatic Reversing Ma-
chine. The capacity of the brewery is about twen-

ty-five thousand barrels per year. Mr. Kuebler is

a first-class brewer, and to his own efforts is due

the fact of his success. The latest improvements

used in the trade are to be found in his establish-

ment, where beer, porter, export lager, etc., are

manufactured. In 1862 he took the first premium
for brewed lager at New York, the first award

of the kind ever given in the United States.

In politics our subject is an active Democrat and

in former years especially was a leading man in

his party. Socially he is a member of the Masonic
fraternity. In 1857 he married Miss Mary, daugh-

ter of Christian Klusmeyer, of Easton, and they

have five living children, namely: William, Charles,

Frank, Kate and Mary. The eldest son, William,

is general superintendent of the brewery, and is

also a Director in the Northampton County Bank.

He is a man of good business ability, and progress-

ive in his ideas. By his marriage with Miss Alice

Thuine he has one child, Karl Ferdinand. The
second son, Charles, is manager of the bottling

works and general bookkeeper, of both establish-

ments. The third son, Frank, assists his brother

in the brewery. Mr. Kuebler is now erecting a

building which will be used as a stable to accom-

modate the forty head of horses utilized in the

business and also to be used as the bottling works.

This building will be on the grounds of the brew-

ery, in connection with the other structures. The
trade will be carefully looked after, and all orders

will receive the prompt attention in the future

that has been given them in the past.

HARRY WILBUR, a civil engineer and

transit-man for the Lehigh Valley, and

a resident of Bethlehem,' Northampton

County, Pa., was born at Bethlehem, February 19,

1866. The father was Warren W. Wilbur, a na-
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tive of Mystic, Conn. He was a coal shipper, and

was a man of energetic character, well adapted to

the upbuilding of material interests. Going to

Philadelphia, he there followed his trade for some

time, and then returned to Mauch Chunk, Carbon

County, Pa., and engaged with the Lehigh Coal

and Navigation Company. About the year 1859

he located in Bethlehem, engaging in business at

South Bethlehem ss a coal agent. He next entered

the hardware business, later worked as a clerk in a

coal office, and from that position he was pro-

moted to be head shipper for the Schruyder Coal

Company, and represented them in Bethlehem un-

til his demise at that place, at the age of sixty-

two. He was a Democrat in politics, and a zeal-

ous member of the Presbyterian Church.

The mother of Harry Wilbur, Helena Wilbur,

was born at Pottsville, Schuykill County, and was

the daughter of Colonel Henry. The Colonel was

a coal operator and shipper at Philadelphia, and a

native of this state. He was a prominent mem-
ber of the Masonic fraternity, and also of the In-

dependent Order of Odd Fellows. The family were

Quakers, and belonging as they did to the Society

of Friends, they believed in no outward ceremony,

no religious observances, but held that no form

of worship is so good as a patient waiting on the

Lord in silence. Colonel Henry died at the ad-

vanced age of seventy years. The family tradi-

tions preserve the fannily patronymic through its

descent on the mother's side, and trace it unmis-

takably to the fountain-head, which was that of

Cotton Mather, of Massachusetts.

Our subject entered Lehigh University in 1884,

taking a course of study in civil engineering, and

remaining for two years. While he was thus en-

deavoring to obtain an education, his father's

health failed, and he was compelled to leave school

and battle with the world. In 1886 he entered

the employ of the Lehigh Valley Railroad Com-

pany at the bottom round of the ladder, in the

civil engineering department. Pleasing his em-

ployers, he was promoted to the position of transit-

man on the Lehigh Valley Railroad at South Beth-

lehem.

Mr. Wilbur was married at Staten Island, N. Y.,

in October of the year 1893, to Miss Caroline Er-

win, the daughter of Ambrose J. Erwin, formerly
Burgess of Bethlehem, and a member of the As-
sembly of this state. He was extensively engaged
in the dry-goods business at Bethlehem, the city

of his birth, as it was that of his daughter, Mrs.

Wilbur. Mr. Wilbur is a member of the First

Presbyterian Church at South Bethlehem.

!@®®[^ft*^

LINTON H. FULLER. This enterprising

young business man of Catasauqua is pro-

prietor of the Globe Metal Works, and the

sole manufacturer of Globe bronze and the Viola

and Crane Anti-Friction Metal. He was born in

this city, July 24, 1858, and is the son of J. W.
Fuller, of whom an extended notice is given in

the sketch of his son, James W. Fuller, Jr., on

another page in this volume.

The original of this sketch is the youngest of

the five children living comprised in the parental

family, and completed his education in Muh-
lenberg College. In 1883 he established yards at

Fullerton, erected three large buildings, and en-

gaged in the scrap-iron business, buying up second-

hand boilers, engines, etc. He later took in as

partner his brother, Orange M., the connection ex-

isting for two years, when our subject assumed

control of the entire business.

In 1889, when disposing of his plant at Fuller-

ton, our subject, together with his brother Abbott,

established in the business in which he is engaged

at the present time. A year later, however, he

purchased the interest of the brother and has since

carried on affairs alone in a most admirable and

successful manner. His plant is located on Race

Street, between Canal and River, and is fitted out

with five furnaces, operated by electric motors.

Mr. Fuller is also a manufacturer of electric rail-

road supplies. He gives employment to about

twelve men, and besides making a specialty of Globe

bronze, is prepared to turn out heavy castings for

railway, rolling-mill and machine works.

Although a very busy man, yet Mr. Fuller has

found time to hold offices, and for one term was a
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member of the Borough Council. He is a straight-

forward Republican in politics and is numbered

among the valued and substantial citizens of the

community in which he makes his home.

-ifSE

BENJAMIN F. McATEE, a prominent at-

torney of South Bethlehem, has been very

successful and has established a large prac-

tice in this place. He is a hard-working attorney

and is carefully read in the principles of law.

His birth occurred December 28, 1843, in Wash-
ington County, Md. His father, Thomas W. Mc-

Atee, was born in the same county, and the

early history of the family relates that in the first

settlement of Maryland were two families of the

name, one of the Roman Catholic faith, and the

other Protestants, and of the latter our subject is

a descendant. Thomas W. was born in 1812 and
died in 1889, in Ogle County, 111., where he resided

for the twenty-five years immediately preceding

his death. He lived retired from active business

and was a prominent man of that locality. His wife,

Mary, was the daughter of John Brinham, who was
a native of Beaver Creek, Washington County,
coming from an old Maryland family.

B. F. McAtee was educated at the Clear Spring
Academy, and when eighteen years of age com-
menced to teach school. Afterward he entered the

service, becoming a member of Company K, First

Maryland Potomac Home Brigade, Maryland Vol-
unteers, and was mustered into the army at Fred-
erick City, Md., shortly after becoming Second Lieu-
tenant. His regiment was active throughout the

various Shenandoah Valley campaigns, and was or-

ganized under an act of Congress for the protec-
tion of the Baltimore &Ohio Railroad, in order to
keep open free communication and transportation
of Government stores. Our subject resigned from
the service, and was mustered out in December,1864,
when he went to Washington Court House, Ohio,
in order to study law, being admitted to the Fay-
ette County Bar May 15, 1871.

In 1872 Mr. McAtee married Aelia Young
Shelly, whose father, Joel Shelly, was then a prom-

inent practicing physician of Berks County, Pa.

The Shelly family are descendants of one of the

early pioneers of that name, for it is known
that in May, 1725, Jacob Shelly was a land-owner

in Milford, Bucks County, this state, and in 1749

one Abraham Shelly was the petitioner for a road.

Joel Y. Shell}' was a public-spirited citizen and at

the head of every movement for the advancement

of his neighborhood. He had eleven children, five

of whom are now deceased.

In the spring of 1892 Mr. McAtee located in

South Bethlehem, where he engaged in practice and

has succeeded in becoming favorably known in the

professional circles of the state. Devoting much
of his attention and leisure time to further study,

Mr. McAtee brings to bear upon every case his

knowledge of the decisions and rulings of noted

judges, believing that no matter what natural abil-

ity a man possesses, he cannot be too well versed

in a general knowledge pertaining to the profes-

sion. He still retains many of his old clients and
still visits the courts of Luzerne County. In poli-

tics he supports the Democratic party, and is a man
who is greatly interested in the welfare of his fel-

low-men.

REV. J. LINCOLN LITCH, pastor of the

First Presbyterian Church at Bethlehem,

has a fine reputation as a pulpit orator,

and is a successful worker in the Master's vine-

yard. He has only been located in this city since

January 1, 1892, but has succeeded in building up

an enviable reputation, and under his preaching

the congregation is rapidly enlarging. The birth

of our subject occurred August 15, 1846, in Phila-

delphia, Pa. He is of Scotch descent; his grand-

father, Thomas Litch, however, was born in Mass-

achusetts, where he followed farming.

The father of the gentleman whose name heads

this sketch was Rev. Josiah Litch, whose birth oc-

curred in Lunenburg, Mass. . In his earlier years

he was a minister in the Methodist Episcopal

Church, but later became identified with the Evan-
gelical Advent denomination. During his min-
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isterial career he was located in different places

in Pennsylvania and New England, among others

in Philadelphia and Boston. At one time he was

editor of the denominational paper, Messiah's

Herald, published in Boston, Mass. His death

occurred in Providence, R. I., January 31, 1885,

when he had attained the age of seventy-seven

years. He was a literary man and an orator of

no low degree. His wife, Sarah, was the daughter

of Rev. William Barstow, and was born in Wick-

ford, R. I. Her father was a native of Seekonk,

of the same state, and was a clergyman of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, most of his min-

istry being in connection with the Massachusetts

Conference. Mrs. Sarah B. Litch, who is eighty-

two years of age, resides at the home of our

subject, and of her family of six children only

two are still living, Rev. J. L. and Prof. Wilbur

F. Litch, our subject's brother, who is a Doctor of

Dental Surgery and Professor in the Pennsylvania

Dental College in.Philadelphia.

Rev. J. L. Litch passed his youth in Philadel-

phia until his eighteenth year, attending the pub-

lic and high schools, and then, with his parents, re-

moved to Boston, Mass., where he completed his

education. His ordination took place in Provi-

dence, R. I.-, in 1867, and, like his father, he was a

minister in the Evangelical Advent Church, hav-

ing charge of a congregation at Westboro, Mass.,

for three years. At the end of that time, chang-

ing his denominational relation, he was located for

a like period as pastor of the Congregational

Church at Richmond, Vt., thence going to Mcln-

doe's Falls, Vt., there being stationed for five years.

His next charge was in Rock Island, R. I., though

he resided in Derby, Vt., just across the line.

'Afterward for five years he preached in the Con-

gregational Church of Marion, Mass. Receiving

a call to the Central Presbyterian Church at Nor-

ristown, he accepted the same, and located there

in 1886, where for nearly six years he conducted

a successful work among that people. At the ex-

piration of that time he became pastor of the First

Presbyterian .Church in Bethlehem. This church

was organized about 1875, the church building

having been erected in 1877. Since the present

pastor's arrival a beautiful manse has been erected

on North Center Street, and the work of the church
has been progressing favorably along all lines.

In 1868, in Providence, R. I., our subject mar-

ried Miss Ruth M. Case, a native of that city, and
four children have been born of their marriage:

Ruth; Mabel; Robert Lincoln, who is attending

Princeton College, in the Class of '96; John Case;

and Sarah I. Rev. Mr. Litchis a .member of the

Lehigh Presbytery.

*^*li \\mm it*^*

MILTON L. CORTRIGHT, junior member
of the Arm of Riegel & Cortright, at

Bethlehem, was born at Freemansburg,

Northampton County, Pa., September 14, 1846.

His father, Abraham Cortright, was born in Salem,

Luzerne County, Pa., and was engaged some time

in coal mining and shipping. He and his brother,

N. D. Cortright, were engaged in business at EYee-

mansburg in connection with their enterprise at

Mauch Chunk, doing a large business in coal

mining and shipping, general merchandise, lumber

dealing and boat-building, and they also had a saw-

mill, located at Freemansburg. The father be-

longed to the Whig party, and was a member of

the Reformed Church. He died in the year 1857,

and after his death the business was carried on un-

der the firm name of N. D. Cortright & Co.

The mother of our subject, Elizabeth (Lerch)

Cortright, was born in Saucon Valley, this county,

and was the daughter of Joseph Lerch, whose oc-

cupation was that of a farmer. She located at

Bethlehem about the year 1870, and is still a wo-

man of strong constitution, hale, hearty and en-

joying life at the age of seventy. The grandfather

of Mr. Cortright was one of the "boys of '76" who
answered to the "drumbeat of the nation."

Our subject was the eldest of four children, three

daughters and one son. He was reared at Free-

mansburg and attended the public schools there

until he was twelve years old, when he came to

Bethlehem and clerked for John Lerch, remaining

with him until the year 1870. In that year he start-

ed in business with Mr. Solt, under the firm name of
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Cortright & Solt, general merchants. They located

on Main Street, at the present site of the Myers

Building, and in 1872 they consolidated with Mr.

Riegel and became known as Riegel, Cortright &

Solt. In 1890 William H. Solt died, and the firm

was henceforth known as Riegel & Cortright. They

have the largest floor space of any firm in the

locality.

Mr. Cortright was married at Seneca Falls, N.

Y., in the year 1870, when he took Miss Lizzie

Supplee, a native of Philadelphia, as his companion

for life. Mr. and Mrs. Cortright have three chil-

dren, Grace, Florence and Robert. Robert is a

member of the Class of '95 at the Bethlehem

High School. The family residence is at No. 20

South Centre Street.

Mr. Cortright is a member of the School Board

from the Second Ward and has filled that position

for three years. He belongs to Christ Reformed

Church and is serving as Elder and Vice-President

of the congregation, and Treasurer of the Sunday-

school. He is also a member of the Board of Trade.

In political action, belief and sentiment he is a

stanch Republican.

l®_ ...J^^. -@)

JOSEPH C. BACHMAN is an enterprising

young business man of Bethlehem, where he

carries on a coal and wood trade and also

runs a flour and feed store. It is now only

four years since he started in this line here, but he

has succeeded in building up a good trade and his

business is flourishing. The paternal grandfather

of our subject, Rev. Henry Bachman, was born in

Germany, and was a missionary of the Moravian
Church among the Indians in Canada, devoting
almost his entire life to the cause, and finally de-

parting this life at Hope, Ind. His son, Bishop H.
T, is prominent also in the work of the Moravian
Church, and now occupies a pastorate in Grace Hill,

Washington County, Iowa. The latter, our sub-

ject's father, was educated in Canada, and also at

Nazareth Hall, where he graduated from the col-

lege and theological seminary, afterward teaching

at his Alma Mater. On being ordained he preached,

for a number of years in Indiana, Ohio and Penn-

sylvania, after which he was made Bishop of the

Northern District of the Moravian Church, succeed-

ing D. E. Bishop A. Schweinitz. His district in-

cluded from Maryland to northern Canada, and

from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, also Alaska.

Through this large territory he traveled extensively,

and was in Alaska one summer for the purpose of

establishing missions. He was also President of

the P. E. C. until his resignation. He still holds

the title of Bishop and is in active service, though

he will be fifty-eight years of age in October, 1894.

The mother of Joseph C. bore the maiden name

of Sarah E. Gernand, her birth occurring in Grace-

ham, Md. Her father, Edward Gernand, who

was a manufacturer in Maryland, was also an ad-

herent of the Moravian faith. Mrs. Bachman re-

ceived her education at her birthplace, and after

her marriage she offered her services as a mission-

ary of her denomination to the Indians, as workers

in the field were very scarce. A lady of courage-

ous and zealous qualities, she did a wonderful work

in Alaska, where she was stationed for a year and

a-half , there being only some four missions in the

country at that time, she with her son John hav-

ing charge of two, and two other missions being

located in the northern part of Alaska. Among
the Esquimaux she was known as the grandmother

and her son as the prince. Resigning her work

in 1890, with her son she returned to the United

States bringing with them two Esquimaux by the

names of George Nochneguk and David Scoveuk,

who entered the college at Carlisle, Pa., to receive

an education and are now back in Alaska helping

the missionaries in their arduous work. Mrs. Bach-

man is with her husband in Iowa, and of her seven

children only four survive. Edward is a farmer

and stock-raiser near Osborn, Kan.; Mary is in

Iowa; John is attending Nazareth Hall; and Joseph

C. completes the number.

The birth of the latter occurred June 5, 1868,

in Graceham, Md., where he lived until one year
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of age, when his parents removed to Bethlehem.

In his tenth year he became a student in Naz-

areth, where he lived for three years, and then

attended school in Gnadenhutten, Ohio, for two

years. When only a youth of fourteen, he started

out to make his own way in the world and for

some years had a pretty difficult experience. Be-

lieving that the West afforded good opportunities!

he went to Colorado and engaged in prospecting

for gold near Gold Hill, in that state, making sev-

eral claims and continuing operations for a year

and a-half, when he sold out and returned to the

East. While carrying on his gold mine he could

find no place in the locality to board and lodge,

and was obliged to sleep out of doors in wet and

stormy weather, but when penetrating the moun-

tains he was lucky in coming upon an abandoned

log house, where he made a bed with poles, and with

hay and pine needles for a mattress, covered with

blankets, he managed to be more comfortable.

However, during the winter season, when the snow

was deep, he often suffered severely with the cold,

and many a time during a blizzard he would waken

in the morning to find two or three inches of snow

on his bed. His nearest neighbor was three and a-

half miles away, and provisions were very hard to

obtain.

On returning to the East Mr. Bachman located

at Gnadenhutten, where he served an apprentice-

ship at the carpenter's trade, working at that voca-

tion both there and in Bethlehem for four years.

In the fall of 1890 he started in the coal and wood

business in the latter city, and later opened a flour

and feed store, located on Vineyard and Water

Streets. Here he has a good store of 40x100 feet,

for his flour and feed business, with a coal and

wood yard adjoining. He keeps a full line of

supplies, and is succeeding in building up a lucra-

tive trade, keeping about three delivery wagons

in constant service.

In this city, September 11, 1893, Joseph C. Bach-

man was married to Miss Sarah E. Clotz, who was

born near Cherryville, and is a daughter of Phaon

Clotz, now of Wilkes Barre. Our subject and his es-

timable wife are members of the Moravian Church.

In politics Mr. Bachman is a Republican, and fra-

ternally belongs to the Royal Arcanum, and to the

Order of Red Men, being a member of Oppomany-

hook Tribe No. 302. Besides those mentioned he

is a member of the Mystic Chain, belonging to Cas-

tle No. 42 of Bethlehem.

/"~"V EORGE W. FREEMAN, M. D., a physi-

V]C cian and surgeon of Freemansburg, comes

of a well known and honored family of

Northampton County, and for about sixty years

has himself been a prominent factor in the growth

and prosperity of this locality. The Freeman fam-

ily is said to have originated in England, some of

its members having emigrated to Pennsylvania

and settled in this county at a very early day.

One of Dr.- Freeman's immediate ancestors pur-

chased and owned considerable land in Bethlehem

and Lower Saucon Township. The borough of

Freemansburg was named in honor of the Doctor's

paternal grandfather.

The birth of Dr. Freeman occurred in this coun-

ty February 20, 1832, his parents being Jacob and

Susan (Butz) Freeman, who were also both born

within the limits of the county. Receiving his

education in the public schools, the Doctor's boy-

hood passed pleasantly and without any event of

marked moment. He studied in the public schools

of Bethlehem and Freemansburg, and also attended

a private school at Easton under Professor Vander-

veer, the latter being a college preparatory school.

After attending that institution for some time, he

concluded to enter the medical profession, and ac-

cordingly read medicine with Dr. C. C. Field, of

Easton. With that well known physician he con-

tinued for three years, and afterward attended the

medical department of the University of Pennsyl-

vania, from which he was graduated in 1852.

On commencing his active professional career,

Dr. Freeman began practice in the town of his

birth, and this has been his field of operations con-

tinuously since. He is very successful in general

practice, and numbers among his clients many of

the best and most prominent families of the town.

In 1850 our subject married Matilda, daughter of

Edward Seip, of Easton, and they became the par-
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ents of four children: Dr. Edward J., of Freemans-

burg; Walter S., a druggist at Phillipsburg, N. J.;

Mary E., wife of G. W. Bachman, also of this place;

and Emma, who is deceased. The Doctor is a

member of the Reformed Church, which he is serv-

ing in the office of Treasurer. He keeps up his

profess onal studies, and is identified with the

Northampton County Medical Society.

Dr. Edward J. Freeman, the elder son of our

subject, is a native of Easton, where his birth oc-

curred December 18, 1851. He was reared to man's

estate in Freemansburg, and gained the rudiments

of his education in the public schools of this place,

after which for five years he attended Swartz's

Private Academy at Bethlehem. Later he for two

years attended the Lehigh University at Bethle-

hem. March 13, 1873, he was graduated from the

medical department of the University of Pennsyl-

vania. After his graduation he began in practice

at Freemansburg and has built up a successful bus-

iness. Socially he is identified with the Beneficial

Order of Elks No. 191, at Bethlehem; Hulda Lodge

No. 364, K. of P., and various other social organi-

zations. He was married May 2_4, 1877, to Emily

Knecht, daughter of the late John Knecht, of

Shiemersville. Of their four children, Anna E. is

the only one living. The Doctor is a member of

the Reformed Church, and, like his father, is highly

esteemed in this city, which has been his home for

so many years.

^*^*i < i <— <«

PROF. CHARLES T. BENDER, Principal

of the West Bethlehem Schools, was born

at Grimville, Berks County, Pa., Febru-

ary 27, 1856. His father, Peter Bender, who was

born in Bavaria, Germany, came to this country

when a young man and attended school at Beth-

lehem, Pa. He also took private lessons in music

and English, thus preparing himself to teach. He
taught school in this state for a number of years,

and was an organist in the churches of Whitehall,

Grimville, Lowhill and in Howertown. The last

twelve years of his life were spent as a Tax Col-

lector in Bethlehem, where he died in 1890, when
seventy-one years of age. He was a zealous mem-

ber of the Lutheran Church, and in politics was a

stanch Democrat.

Eliza (Bacher) Bender, the mother of our sub-

ject, was born at Whitehall, Lehigh County, Pa,,

and died at Weaversville in 1871. There were

four childien born to her, of whom we make the

following mention: Rev. F. P. Bender is pastor of

St. Michael's Lutheran Church at Philadelphia;

Phaon is a merchant in Bethlehem; William is a

farmer at Coopersburg; and Prof. Charles T. is the

gentleman of whom we write. There was one

child byr the father's second marriage, Elmer J.,

who is now in the employ of the Lehigh Valley

Railroad.

The subject of this biography was reared in

Bethlehem, and was educated mainly at the public

schools in this place. He then entered the Weav-

ersville Academy, remaining there for three years,

when he commenced teaching school in Hanover

Township, Northampton County, although at the

time he was but sixteen years old. He afterward

taught for nine years in Bethlehem. In the year

1887 he weni to Millersville and attended school

there for one year, and then returned to Bethlehem,

where he again taught for a short period. Sub-

sequently he removed to Philadelphia, intending

to engage in business, but circumstances prevented,

and he returned to Bethlehem and taught for two

years in Professor Uhlrich's preparatory school.

In 1886 Mr. Bender became Principal of the

West Bethlehem Schools, and has since held that

position. On first accepting the post, school was

held in an old building, and the attendance num-

bered but two hundred and thirty-three students.

The town now has a fine new high school building,

and an enrollment of over five hundred pupils.

Professor Bender teaches the advanced branches,

and has a staff of ten subordinate teachers. As to

how he has acquitted himself in this most respon-

sible position, there is but one opinion, and that

the most favorable. He is a pleasing and logical

speaker, and his influence is manifested in various

ways. In taking charge of the school he has

shown his great executive ability, for by his liberal

and trustworthy management he has not only

won the respect, but the hearty obedience and co-

operation, of every student. His scholarship has
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benefited all who have come'in contact with him,

and his Christian character, as manifested in his

daily life, is worthy of emulation.

Mr. Bender is an earnest member of the Salem

Lutheran Church, and has been its organist for

nine vears. He was married in December, 1890,

to Miss Mary Beitel, of Catasauqua. She is the

daughter of James C. Beitel, a jeweler at that place.

Mr. and Mrs. Bender have one son, James Peter

Bender. The father belongs to the Royal Arcanum,

and politically he is a supporter of the Democratic

party.

HENRY WILLIAMS, President of the East

Bangor Slate Mining Company, is a na-

tive of Devonshire, England, born Jan-

uary 25, 1844, to the union of William and Jane

(Berley) Williams. His ancestors resided in Eng-

land as far back as the family genealogy extends.

His father, also a native of Devonshire, was for

many years employed in the slate quarries of his

native land, where he died in 1858. The parental

family consisted of eight children, of whom five

are still living, three having died in infancy.

Those who survive are James, a stone contractor

of the Transvaal Republic, South Africa; Will-

iam, a resident of Australia, where he is agent for

a labor organization; Ann and Betsy, who live in

England; and Henry, the only one of the family

to come to the United States.

On the 24th of October, 1869, our subject came

to America, and proceeding from New York to

Pennsylvania went to Chapman's Quarries, North-

ampton County, where for a year he engaged in

slate-making. Thence he removed to East Ban-

gor and entered the employ of the Consolidated

Slate Company, the members of the firm being

Bray & Short. After two years thus spent he went

to the Bangor Union Quarry, in which he was em-

ployed one year. At the expiration of that time,

he, with nine other gentleman, leased the Star

Quarry, in the operation of which he was inter-

ested for twelve years, meeting with fair success

in the undertaking. About May, 1891, he came to

his present quarry, the old East Bangor, the lease

of which he holds together with James Masters.

The quarry is operated under the firm name of the

East Bangor Slate Mining Company. The product

is a fine grade of roofing slate, whichjs
(
_sold in

the various markets and has an established repu-

tation in this country.^ In addition to being Presi-

dent of this company, Mr. Williams is still inter-

ested in the Star Stone Company of East Bangor.

In the welfare of his community our subject is

always interested, and has aided in its material and

moral elevation. In politics a Republican, he is

active in the local ranks of the party. For five

years he served as Town Clerk, and at present is

Justice of the Peace for the borough, of East

Bangor. He is also a member of the School

Board of. the same borough. His religious con-

nections are with the Methodist Episcopal Church,

in which he is licensed as a local preacher, and is

also Trustee and Class-leader. Both in church and

educational work he is deeply interested, and con-

tributes of his time and means to their develop-

ment. Socially he is a member of Prosperity Lodge

No. 661, I. O. O. F., of Bangor, and is a charter

member of the Knights of the Golden Eagle, Castle

No. 183, of East Bangor.

May 29, 1876, occurred the marriage of Mr.

Williams to Miss Caroline O. Weidman, of East

Bangor. Seven children have been born of their

union, namely: Ophelia J., William J., Charles

W., Arlington H., Carrie M., Raymond and Oscar.

MRS. ELIZABETH EMANUEL, a much

loved and much honored lady of Cata-

sauqua,. died March 17, 1894. For nearly

ten years she had survived her husband, Morgan

Emanuel, Sr., who was born in North Wales, and

was the son of a sea-faring man, his father being a

shipmaster. Morgan Emanuel also began his bus-

iness career as a seaman, but later left that occu-

pation and became engaged with the iron works at

Dowlais in contracting and furnishing supplies.

Mr. Emanuel was first married in Wales to Mary

Jenkins, who was a native of that country, and
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who died there. In 1844 he came to America, set-

tling near Pottsville, Pa., where he engaged as a

raining contractor. About 1846 he came to Cata-

sauqua and became connected with the Crane Iron

Company, his business being to supply the furnace

and to inspect ore. By his first marriage he had

two children, one of whom died in childhood. The

surviving son is Morgan Emanuel, of Catasauqua,

whose biography will be found elsewhere in this

volume.

February 22, 1856, in Easton, Pa., occurred the

second marriage of Mr. Emanuel, Sr., which united

him with our subject, then Miss Elizabeth Miller.

She was born in Mt. Bethel, and was the daughter

of Robert Miller, a native of Pennsylvania, but of

English descent. The latter learned the trade of

a weaver, but after engaging in that line of busi-

ness for a time returned to his farm at Mt. Bethel,

where he carried on agricultural pursuits. He
lived to an advanced age. Our subject's mother

was known previous to her marriage as Jane Mad-

dah. She was born in Lower Mt. Bethel, North-

ampton County, and was the daughter of Thomas
Maddah, who was of Scotch descent, and had been

a brave soldier in the Revolutionary War.

Mrs. Emanuel was one of a family of five chil-

dren, three daughters and two sons. Of this num-
ber two daughters are now living. Reared to

womanhood at Mt. Bethel, she remained at home
until her marriage, at which time she located with

her husband at Catasauqua, where he was engaged

in contracting supplies for the Crane and other

furnaces until his death, and where he wasa stock-

holder in the Thomas Iron Company. He had also

been a successful agriculturist, and had become
the possessor of a comfortable competence.

Their beautiful residence on Pine and Third
Streets was erected previous to Mr. Emanuel's
death, which occurred in April, 1884, when in the

seventy-second year of his age. He had been for

years a faithful and useful member of the Pres-

byterian Church, in which his loss was deeply
mourned. He was a stanch Republican in politics.

Mrs. Emanuel was also a very useful member of

the Presbyterian Church. She became the mother
of three children: Maggie, who resided with her

mother until the latter's death; Thomas, who died

in October, 1892, in his thirty-first year; and Jen-

nie, who died in childhood. The home was always

a very hospitable one, and here mother and daugh-

ter received the many friends- who surrounded

them.

^)&P '
.

T~"V DWIN RAUCH. We have the honor to

f^ C) present to the readers of this work the biog-

raphy of Edwin Ranch, who is a retired

farmer and one of Lehigh County's successful

business men. He is a native of this county, hav-

ing been born in Lowhill Township, March 11,

1828. Now passing his declining years surrounded

with peace and plenty, he realizes that there is no

reward so satisfactory as the consciousness of a

well spent life.

Henry Rauch, the father of our subject, was also

a native of Lehigh County, where he spent his

life, dying in 1839. He was engaged in follow-

ing agricultural pursuits. The mother, whose

maiden name was Maria Shoemaker, was born in

the above county, and passed to the home beyond

during the same year in which occurred her hus-

band's death. The Rauch ancestors were origi-

nally from Germany.

Our subject spent the years of his boyhood on

his father's farm, receiving a common-school edu-

cation in Lehigh County's public schools, and em-

ploying his leisure moments on the farm. The

methods of farming were very primitive in those

days, and Mr. Rauch has threshed many bushels of

grain with a flail. At the age of sixteen years he

began to learn the trade of a saddler, and was en-

gaged in this line of work for fifteen years. In

the year 1867 he came to Slatington and embarked

in the hardware business, which he conducted very

successfully until April, 1893, when he disposed

of his stock to Boyer & Bro.

Mr. Rauch has always taken an active part in

all public improvements, and has always been

known as a sagacious business man, a faithful serv-

ant of the public, and an energetic and indus-

trious worker. He has served several terms on

the Council, is a stockholder in the rolling mills
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(which company he helped to organize), and was

one of the organizers of the Slatington Bank,

and is a stockholder in the same. He also owns an

interest in some town property. In politics he affil-

iates with the Democratic party, whose principles

lie heartily indorses.

In the year 1854 occurred the marriage of Mr.

Rauch and Miss Bregita, daughter of Jacob Kistler,

and a native of Lehigh County. To Mr. and Mrs.

Rauch has been born a family of three children,

two sons and one daughter. One of the sons, Rev.

0. H. E. Rauch, is a minister in the Reformed

Church at Royer's Ford, Montgomery County.

The parents are also members of the Reformed

Church, and Mr. Rauch has served as Trustee and

Elder of the same. He has been Sanitary Commis-

sioner for the past fourteen years. Their hospit-

able home is located in Slatington, and there are

welcomed their many friends. As a result of tem-

perate habits, Mr. Rauch enjoys good health, and

despite advancing years is strong and robust.

JACOB CAMPBELL, whose home is in Bingen,

in Lower Saucon Township, Northampton

County, valiantly fought and suffered while

defending the Stars and Stripes in the War
of the Rebellion, and on this account, as well as

owing to his worthy characteristics as a man and

citizen, holds a warm place in the hearts of his

neighbors and fellow-citizens.

The birth of our subject occurred in Springfield

Township, Bucks County, December 8, 1840. His

paternal ancestors came from Scotland, his grand-

father settling in New Jersey, and later removing

to Bucks County, where he passed the remainder

of Ms life, and on his demise was buried in Spring-

field Cemetery. In order to obtain a livelihood,

he followed the calling of a shoemaker, and was an

industrious and upright man. Politically he was

an old-line Whig; in the work of the Lutheran

Church he was very active. He married Barbara

Ann Ohl, and to them were born twelve children.

Only two of this family yet survive, namely: Mrs,

21

Transue, of New Jersey, and Peter O., who is a

resident of Milton, Northumberland County.

Our subject's father, Andrew Campbell, was born

on the old homestead in Springfield Township,

June 27, 1796, and died October 24, 1872. He
followed the trade of his father, and in conjunc-

tion with it carried on a farm. He married Mag-

dalena, a daughter of John Hollocher, of Mont-

gomery County, by whom lie had four sons and

six daughters. Two of the number are deceased,

namely: William J. and Henry. Aaron married

Hannah Stover, and is a shoemaker by trade; Jacob

is the next in order of birth; Susan became the

wife of Oliver Neald, a cabinet-maker, carpenter

and builder; Hannah is the widow of Silas P.

Appel, who was a miller; Elizabeth wedded Will-

iam L. Tranger, a farmer of Springfield Township,

Bucks County; Mary married Joseph Hixon, a

molder by trade, formerly of Catasauqua, Lehigh

County, but now deceased; Catherine is Mrs. John

Bitts, of Bingen, Pa.; and Matilda, Mrs. Reuben

Hess, makes her home near Hellertown. Andrew

Campbell was a Republican in politics, and greatly

interested in the welfare of his community. In

religious belief he was a Lutheran, and a pillar in

his church.

Jacob Campbell received a common-school edu-

cation in the neighborhood of his home, and then,

in order to further equip himself for life's work,

took a course in the Reading Business College.

Afterward he secured a position as a clerk and

bookkeeper in the store of Yeager & Clauser, at

Bingen, Pa. With these gentlemen he remained

for three years, and after the dissolution of the

firm engaged in the employ of William R. Yeager

for a period of seven years. In 1880 he embarked

in business for himself, and has made a success of

his undertakings. He carries a well selected stock

of general merchandise, has a large country trade,

and merits the patronage he receives. In addition

to this business, he is a dealer in coal, and inter-

ested in a creamery, the product of which finds a

ready market in Philadelphia and Bethlehem.

In political affairs Mr. Campbell takes an intelli-

gent interest, and served efficiently as Postmaster

of Bingen from June 28, 1871, to August 31, 1886.

In educational matters and everything relating to
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the good of the community in which he dwells he

manifests 'commendable interest, and is conscien-

tious in the discharge of all duties and trusts re-

posed in hitn. January 4, 1863, he offered his

services in the Union cause, and was assigned to

Company L, Second Pennsylvania Heavy Artil-

lery, Colonel Gibson commanding officer. He was

first stationed at Ft. Lincoln, in the District of Co-

lumbia, thence went to Ft. Ethan Allen, in Vir-

ginia, and from there was sent to the front. He
took part in the engagement at Cold Harbor, and

in all those in which the Eighteenth Army Corps,

under General Ord, participated. September 29,

1864, he was severely wounded in the battle of

Chapin's Farm, Va., with the result that his leg

had to be amputated. For a number of weeks he

languished in the hospital at Ft. Monroe, Va., and
then was sent on to Philadelphia and Chester, Pa.,

receiving his final discharge from the service June

11, 1865. He is a member of Robert Oldham Post

No. 527, G. A. R., at South Bethlehem. January

3, 1873, Mr. Campbell was united in marriage with
Amelia C. Weiss, who has been a faithful and de-

voted helpmate to her husband. She is a daughter
of Peter Weiss, a well known early resident of

Lower Saucon Township.

"^^"{"{••{'•i'^^<{«-i.-S-»»»^.^.4.4.^.4.'>fe.

f^y EORGE W. MACK is a very enterprising

^_JJ and successful young business man of

Bethlehem, and owner of a tobacco and
confectionery store situated on South Main Street
near the Lehigh River; he also conducts a first-

class restaurant on Calypso Island, in company
with Mr. Beidelman. The beautiful resort just
mentioned is situated in the Lehigh River, and has
been continually used from very early days by
pleasure-seekers. The area of the island is about
thirteen acres, and pleasure boats of every variety
ply the waters which surround it. The grounds
have been kept as much as possible in a natural
state, though many improvements have been made
upon it, and everything imaginable provided for
the comfort and convenience of visitors. Trans-

portation is mainly by Mack <fc Beidelman 's Calypso

Transportation Line, and special arrangements are

granted by the neighboring railroads to picnic

parties.

George W. Mack was born in Cherryville, North-

ampton County, February 25, 1861, his parents

being Peter and Catherine (Lerch) Mack. The

paternal great-grandfather of our subject took

part in the War of the Revolution, and the grand-

father was a well known farmer of Northampton

County. Peter Mack was a carpenter by trade,

and worked at that calling in Hokendauqua dur-

ing his last years, dying in the fall of 1888, in his

sixty-third year. For over four months he served

in the Civil War, in the Forty-seventh Pennsyl-

vania Infantry, and was a strong and active worker

in the Democracy. His wife, whose birth occurred

near Pennsville, Northampton County, came from

an old and respected family in that locality, being

a daughter of Owen Lerch, a farmer. She is still

living, her home being with her daughter on New
Street, Bethlehem. She has attained the age of

sixty-one years, and is quite an active worker in

the Reformed Church. Of her four sons and four

daughters all are living—one in Philadelphia, one

in Buffalo, another in Pottsville and the rest in

Bethlehem.

Until 1864 the years of George W. Mack were

passed on a farm, after which he went to Hoken-

dauqua, there attending the public schools until

1876. At this time he came to Bethlehem, enter-

ing the employ of Mr. Smoykeffer, who erected a

building and started a restaurant on South Main

Street, the one which is now conducted by our

subject. At the end of two years Mr. Mack bought

out the proprietor, and has run it ever since, mak-

ing a specialty of furnishing oysters and icecream

in their respective seasons. In 1890 Mr. Mack

purchased the Lehigh Theater, on North Main

Street, which he remodeled and opened that fall.

After running it successfully for four seasons he

sold his interest. This theater is the only one in

Bethlehem, and some of the very best companies

traveling stop here. In the spring of 1893 Mr.

Mack invested in the ferry-boats and restaurant

on Calypso Island, the most popular summer re-

sort in the valley outside of the Glen on Mauch
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Chunk Creek. The two ferry-boats make trips

every ten or fifteen minutes during the summer,

and eight men are constantly employed in running

them. Over forty-one rowboats are also used on

the river, and are kept busy by the fifty or sixty

large picnics which resort here each summer.

June 11, 1893, Mr. Mack was married in this

city to Miss Lydia Eshinger. a native of this place.

Her father, George Eshinger, is connected with

the Bethlehem Iron Company. Mr. and Mrs. Mack

are members of Christ Reformed Church. The

former is a member of the Board of Health of

West Bethlehem, and is a prominent Democrat,

having served as a member of the County Com-

mittee, and having zealously assisted in the meet-

ing which nominated Governor Pattison. He has

served on petit and grand juries, and is highly es-

teemed as a public-spirited man. Fraternally he

is affiliated with the Order of Knights of Malta.

i-S**S»"5'"5"',
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IMON BREINIG. There are few men of

the present day more worthy of honorable

mention, or whose history affords a better

example of what may be accomplished by perse-

verance and strict integrity, than the subject of

this sketch, who is a retired farmer, making his

home in Catasauqua. He was born in Mertztown,

Berks County, this state, October 29, 1827, and is

the son of George Breinig, whose birth occurred

in Breinigsville, Berks County.

The grandfather of our subject, who also bore

the name of George, was born in the above place,

which was named in honor of his father, George

Breinig, Sr., who came from Germany and pur-

chased land from William Penn. He was a well-

to-do farmer, merchant and proprietor of a hotel,

and so prominent was he in public affairs that

the town was named in his honor.

The father of our subject was also an agricultur-

ist in Berks County, where he lived until 1832, and

then, removing to Northampton County, purchased

property which he cultivated until his decease,

when eighty-one years of age. He was a good

type of the self-made and self-educated man, and

religiously was a member of the Lutheran Church.

His wife, prior to her marriage, was Miss Polly Wet-

zel; she was born in Berks County and died many
years ago. She was the daughter of Jacob Wetzel,

now deceased, who was also a farmer of that lo-

cality.

Of the twelve children comprised in the paren-

tal family all grew to mature years with one ex-

ception, and of the six now living our subject is

the third youngest. He was reared on his father's

farm in Allen Township and received his educa-

tion in the common schools. He remained with his

parents, aiding in the support of the family, until

reaching his twenty-fourth year, when, in partner-

ship with his brother Jeremiah, he managed the

home farm. This connection lasted for eleven years,

when our subject purchased the entire estate, com-

prising two hundred and sixty-eight acres, which

are under the most modern methods of improve-

ment. Mr. Breinig has erected thereon a large

barn, 45x101 feet in dimensions, and in 1892 he

completed a beautiful residence adjacent to the city

of Catasauqua, it being his intention to divide the

farm. He later sold eighteen acres laid out in

building lots, and then removed with his family to

a ten-acre farm in Hanover Township, just a quar-

ter of a mile south of Catasauqua.

April 13, 1891, Mr. Breinig purchased his pres-

ent fine residence in the city, into which he moved

that year. He still owns two hundred and fifty

acres of land comprised in the home farm and a

ten-acre tract in Hanover Township. In February,

1861, the marriage of our subject occurred in

Bethlehem, at which time Miss Eliza O, daughter

of Joseph C. Dech, became his wife. The lady was

born in Nazareth, Northampton County, which

was also the birthplace of her father. Her grand-

father, Jacob Dech, was a farmer by occupation.

The parents of Mrs. Breinig lived retired in Beth-

lehem several years prior to their decease, the

mother dying in 1885, and the father passing away

December 18, 1892.

Of the six children included in the parental

family those deceased are William I-L, Benjamin

F. and Joseph D. Anna M. is residing in North-

ampton County, and Emanuel H. makes his home in
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Bethlehem. Simon Breinig was reared to manhood

on his father's farm and was the recipient of a

common-school education. Following in the foot-

steps of his father, he has always devoted his at-

tention to farming, with the exception of the last

few years, when he retired and is now making his

home in Catasauqua. His farm is managed by his

only son, Joseph S. G. Breinig, who is married and

has two children, Sterling Simon G. and John

William.

Mr. and Mrs. Breinig of this sketch are members

of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, in which the former

has been Deacon and Trustee. He is a stanch Dem-
ocrat in politics, and as a reliable, steady-going

citizen he is looked upon with due respect, and his

wife also has many friends.

-l*8*-i"S"3'/g

OSCAR D. SCHAEFFER, M. D., enjoys a

large practice in Freemansburg, North-
ampton County, and is a young man who

is rapidly pushing his way to the front ranks of

his profession. A native of Lehigh County, his

birth there occurred March 1, 1860. His parents
are Charles and Henrietta (Steckel) Schaeffer, resi-

dents of Whitehall, Lehigh County, at the present
time. The father is a native of Northampton
County, while the mother's birth took place in

Lehigh County. The great-grandfather of our
subject on the paternal side was a tanner by occu-
pation and one of the earliest settlers in the vicinity
of Klecknersville, Pa. The maternal grandfather,
Daniel Steckel, was one of the pioneers of Lehigh
County, his home being near Egypt. Both fami-
lies were prominent in the development of this
region and were honest, industrious farmers.

Dr. Schaeffer passed his boyhood on his father's
farm in Lehigh County and received a liberal edu-
cation. He was a student for a time in the White-
hall public schools, and later at the Coplay High
School and Weaversville Academy. On the com-
pletion of his studies he engaged in teaching, and
became a successful educator, being in charge for
seven successive winter terms of schools in Lehigh

and Northampton Counties. In addition to car-

rying on his school he found time to pursue his

medical studies, for he had determined to adopt

that profession. With Dr. P. E. Stem as a tutor

he made good progress, the Doctor being of great

assistance to him in many ways. Dr. Stem was

formerly a resident of Coplay, but now makes his

home in South Bethlehem. In 1885 thesubjeetof

this sketch was graduated from the College of

Physicians and Surgeons at Baltimore, Md.,on the

completion of a three-years course at that justly

celebrated institution. To himself he owes his

education and the property he has acquired, for he

has been dependent upon his own resources since

a boy and has made the most of his opportunities.

He has always been ambitious, and earned the

money with which to make his way through col-

lege. Success has attended his efforts, for he has

built up a large practice, which is constantly in-

creasing.

In a social way Dr. Schaeffer is identified with

Star Castle No. 108, Knights of the Golden Eagle

at Freemansburg. He is a stanch Republican in

politics, and is a member and President of the

Town Council. Religiously he holds membership

with the Reformed Church of this place and takes

an active part in all movements having for their

-

object the betterment of his fellow-men.

-d*tE

^Y^V ANIEL MILSON is one of the pioneers of

\_J Catasauqua and a successful and practical

boiler-maker, being proprietor of the Cat-

asauqua Boiler Works. Formerly he was engaged

in the powder works atNorristown,Pa. A native

of South Wales, Mr. Milson was born in Neath,

Glamorganshire, February 28, 1830, and in 1890,

in company with his late wife, it was his great

pleasure to make a trip to his native land and the

scenes of his boyhood, where he spent over three

months. His grandfather on his father's side was

born in Bristol, England, and the family name was

formerly spelled Milsom. The father, Charles Mil-

son, was also born in Bristol, England, and followed
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the butcher's business until he retired from active

life. His wife, Rachel (Thomas) Milson, was born

in Bryncoeh, Glamorganshire, and both parents,

who were members of the Episcopal Church, are

now deceased.

In a family of five daughters and three sons,

Daniel Milson is the eldest, and now only five sis-

ters and one brother are living. He was reared in

Neath, his education comprising that of the com-

mon schools, and when only sixteen he was ap-

prenticed as a boiler-maker with his uncle, Joseph

Thomas, working in the Neath Abbey Shipyards

until 1852, when he set sail for America, and after

a tedious voyage of three months and three days

landed in New York. Going to Philadelphia, he

entered the employ of Merricks & Son, and later

worked in the ship department of the United States

Navy-yard in that city for about two years, making

boilers, etc.

About 1854 the subject of this sketch first came

to Catasauqua, and for two years worked for the

Crane Iron Company, after which he was an em-

ploye of the Thomas Iron Company's works, which

he helped to build, the furnaces being at Hoken-

dauqua. In 1863 he enlisted in response to the

emergency call, and was in the service for two

months. Returning the same year, he went to

Ohio with David Thomas, Jr., helping to build

a furnace, and then returned to Catasauqua. In

1865 he started a boiler-shop, taking contracts and

building furnaces. He did all the work in his line

in the Crane Iron Company, and took contracts

from all parts of the state, having as many as forty

men engaged in working for him. He has been in

business ever since. His boiler works are situated

on Front Street, and his home is at the corner of

Second and Chapel Streets.

The marriage of Mr. Milson of this sketch took

place in Baltimore, Md., in 1861, to Elizabeth

Davis, who was also a native of Wales, and they

had eleven children. • The eldest, Thomas H., is

proprietor of the McKee & Milson Pipe Works, of

Paterson, N. J. Charles E. is a practicing physi-

cian in Catasauqua, having graduated with the

degree of Doctor Of Medicine from the Homeo-

pathic College at Philadelphia. The daughters in

order of birth are as follows: Annie, Elizabeth,

Minnie, Mabel and Eleanor. Two sons, David and

Henry D., have departed this life, as has also the

affectionate wife and mother, who died January 1,

1894. Mr. Milson is a member of the First Presby-

terian Church of this city, in which he is a Trus-

tee. In politics he is a stanch Republican.
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ST"T BRAHAM B. HOWELL, whose home is in

/—\ Easton , is an honored veteran of the late

war, in which he served for three years,

participating in many of the most important bat-

tles and engagements. He suffered severe injuries

while fighting for the Stars and Stripes, injuries

from the effects of which he can never recover,

but had there been need he would as freely have

offered his life on the altar of liberty. For about

a quarter of a century he has been engaged in the

practice of law, and lias frequently been called to

serve in official capacities of responsibility and

honor. In 1872 he was elected Chief Burgess of

Easton, was re-elected in 1873, and again in 1874.

In 1872 he was a nominee on the Republican

ticket for Congressman from the Tenth District.

The parents of Mr. Howell were Joseph and

Sarah (Wagner) Howell. The former was of

Welsh descent, and a son of John Howell, who was

born near Trenton, N. J., where he passed the

early part of his life. Afterward becoming a res-

ident of Warren County, N. J., for many years he

engaged in farming in Greenwich Township, and

during his last years made his abode in Phillips-

burg. A large portion of the site of that place

was in former years the property of Mr. Howell,

he having purchased the land from his father-in-

law, and became one of the founders of the city.

He was a Whig in politics, and at one time was Jus-

tice of Sessions of Warren County. In religion he

was a member of the Presbyterian denomination.

His wife, a Miss Goeiser, bore him five children,

John, George, Naomi, Joseph and Asher.

Joseph Howell, the father of our subject, was a

farmer and distiller by occupation. For a large

share of his life he lived at Seigfried's Mill's, sub-

sequently Green's Bridge. He owned at times a

tannery, flourmill, distillery and about two hun-
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dred acres of land. In politics he was quite inter-

ested, being affiliated with the Whig party and

afterward with the Republican organization. He
was a Justice of the Peace, and a member of the

Presbyterian Church. His death occurred in 1889,

at the age of ninety-one years, while his wife, who
died in 1876, was then in her seventy-third year.

They were the parents of ten children: David, a

farmer and tanner at Martin's Creek, or Howell-

town; John, a farmer, who was killed while organ-

izing a company for the late war; William, a re-

tired farmer, now engaged in the feed business at

Pen Argyl; Mary Andrews, who is deceased; Jus-

tus, a resident of Lawrence City, Kan., owner of a

farm and dealer in hardware; Joseph, formerly a

member of the Legislature of Kansas, and whose

death occurred at Ft. Leavenworth, Kan.; Rose,

who lives on the old homestead with her next

younger sister; Elizabeth, wife of William Draney;

Henry B., who was a member of the First New
York Lincoln Cavalry, in the Army of the Poto-

mac, and died while in the service; and our sub-

ject, the youngest in the family.

The birth of A. B. Howell occurred Novem-
ber 21, 1842, at Seigfried's Mills, Northampton
County. His education was obtained in the com-
mon and select schools of Philipsburg and Easton.

At the age of eighteen years, on the 11th of Sep-

tember, 1861, he enlisted in the First New York
Lincoln Cavalry, being assigned to Company A
and placed in the Army of the Potomac. Among
the many skirmishes and battles in which he took
part are the following: Fair Oaks, Gaines' Mill,

Golding's Farm, Cold Harbor, Savage Station,

White Oak Swamp, Malvern Hill, Antietam, South
Mountain, Winchester, WiJliamsport, Strasburg,
Fisher's Hill, Mt. Jackson, Harrisonburg, Millwood
and all the minor engagements of his regiment.
In the battle of Millwood he was shot in the left

leg, and amputation was found necessary. He also
received a slight wound at Smithfield, Va., in a
hand-to-hand combat with revolvers. Altogether
he served nearly three and a-half years, being
mustered out at Frederick City, Md., in the fall of
1864.

Returning to resume his education, Mr. Howell
pursued his studies in Lafayette College, from

which he was graduated in 1868, as valedictorian

of his class. He then began studying law at Eas-

ton with M. Hale Jones, and was admitted to the

Bar from his office in 1870. The young man im-

mediately opened an office of his own at Easton,

which he has kept up until the present time. He
has for many years enjoyed a lucrative practice,

and is well known as one the leading members of

the legal profession in this district. Socially he is

a member of Lafayette Post No. 217, G. A. R., of

Easton, and holds the rank of Commander in the

same. He also belongs to the Zeta Psi and Phi

Beta Kappa fraternities.

In 1869 Mr. Howell married Miss Mary, daugh-

ter of Peter K. Snyder, who is engaged in milling

near Easton. Mrs. Howell bore her husband one

child, a daughter, May, who is deceased. Feb-

ruary 18, 1892, the wife of our subject was called

from his side by death, when she was forty-seven

years of age. She was a lady of refinement and

amiable character, who made friends readily and

was held in high esteem by all who had the pleas-

ure of her acquaintance.

*t^» -£»

TT> UGENE H. SHIPMAN, Civil Engineer.

^ Cy This prominent resident of South Bethle-

hem is a graduate of Lehigh University,

and is at present holding the responsible position

of Borough Engineer. He was born in Clinton,

Hunterdon County, N. J., March 18, 1863, and is

the son of Capt. William M. Shipman, a native of

Warren County, that state, who in turn was a son

of David Shipman. The latter was also bora in

Warren County, where he carried on farming and

spent his entire life. The Shipman family can

trace its ancestry back to the year 1258 in Eng-

land, to Sir Abraham Shipman, who was knighted"

by Henry IV.

William M. Shipman was a prominent merchant

in Clinton, N. J., where he was residing in 1862,

when appointed by Governor Olden Captain of

volunteers in the United States service. After the

close of the war he resumed business in New Jer-
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sey, and lived there untilhis decease, July 3, 1880,

when fifty-two years of age. He was a devoted

member of the Presbyterian Church and a most

honored and honorable gentleman. The lady whom
he married was Miss Samantha, daughter of Moore

Furman, a native of New Jersey, and who was em-

ployed on the Morris Canal many years. Mr.

Furman later removed to the city of Scranton,

this state, and became one of the founders of that

city. He afterward changed his location to Blooms-

burg, where he died.

Eugene H. was reared in Clinton, N. J., and

when old enough earned his own money by clerk-

ing in a store. In 1880 he went with the engineer-

ing corps of the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western

Railroad from Binghamton to Buffalo, and four

years later entered Lehigh University, taking a

special course in civil engineering. In 1888 he

graduated, being historian of his class. Coming

to South Bethlehem immediately after leaving the

University, he opened an office, and the following

year was elected Borough Engineer by the Coun-

cil. On the expiration of his term he was re-

elected, and has continued to hold that important

position ever since, giving entire satisfaction to

all concerned. In politics he is a Democrat, and

is classed among the influential members of that

party in his community.

-=5.
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HORACE F. HEILMAN, formerly one of

the enterprising and progressive agricult-

urists of Lehigh County, and who has

been an important factor in advancing its interests,

is now living retired. He is a native of the coun-

ty, his birth having occurred February 15, 1847.

His parents, John and Maria (Guth) Heilman, were

likewise natives of this section, and were born re-

spectively in Lowhill and South Whitehall Town-

ships. John Heilman, our subject's grand father, is

believed to have come from Germany, and after lo-

cating in the Lehigh Valley he became one of the

well-to-do citizens of his locality.

John Heilman, Jr., began work when a young

man on farms near his home, and was thus occupied

until twenty-six years of age, when he began farm-

ing on his own account. This was in 1837, and he

continued to be his own "boss" until the date of

his decease, December 20, 1889. His good wife,

who was born June 15, 1808, is still living; she was

the daughter of Peter and Catherine (Sterner) Guth,

the former of whom was a native of this state and

the son of Peter Guth, Sr., who emigrated from

Germany to America during the last century. The
grandfather at that time purchased four hundred

acres of land in this county, for which he received

the deed from William Penn. He died in 1823

and was buried in the cemetery at Jordan.

To Mr. and Mrs. John Heilman there was given

a family of ten children, of whom those living are:

Catherine, the wife of William Helfrich, who lives

inAllentown; Eliza, Mrs. Clinton Troxel, a resident

of Clinton County, Ind; Caroline, now Mrs. Levi

Wenner, living in Marshall County, Ind; Horace;

and Uriah, a minister of the Lutheran Church in

Amity Township, Berks County.

Horace Heilman, of this sketch, spent his boyhood

days on his father's farm and for many years aided

his father in its cultivation. His first education

was carried on in the public schools of his native

place until reaching his sixteenth year, after which

he was a student at the Millersville State Normal.

He taught four terms of school after completing

his education, and in that line met with more than

ordinary success.

September 9, 1871, Horace F. Heilman and Miss

Elmina Litzenberger were united in marriage.

The lady was born August 5, 1847, in Upper Ma-

cungie Township, this county, and was the daugh-

ter of Jacob and Catherine (Koch) Litzenberger.

The father was likewise a native of this section,

and a son of John J. Litzenberger, who on emigrat-

ing from his native Germany became one of the

substantial residents of Macungie Township. The

parents of Mrs. Heilman were blessed with twelve

children, of whom Tilghman, William, Uriah, Caro-

line and Esther are living.

To our subject and his wife there were born six

children, four of whom are deceased. Those who

still survive are John J. and Milton H. The Lu-

theran Church finds in them active and influential

members, and Mr. Heilman has been Trustee and
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Deacon in the congregation. His estate comprises

one hundred and twenty acres, which by patient

and unvarying toil he has improved, and now the

fertile soil returns an abundant harvest. He is a

Republican in politics, and probably no one in the

county is more highly respected, and certainly no

one is more deserving of representation in this

record.

S~y EORGE W. GRUBE, a wealthy and influ-

Vl[ ential citizen of West Bethlehem, Pa., was

born in one of the Rhine Provinces of

Germany, January 29, 1845. His father, Abraham
Grube, was born in the same place, and followed

his trade there, which was that of merchant tailor-

ing. He emigrated with his family to this coun-

try in 1857 and settled in New York City, where
he still pursued his trade. Three years later he

located at Newark, N. J., and engaged in garden-

ing, remaining there until his demise. He was a

zealous member of the Lutheran Church, and be-

longed to the Masonic fraternity. The mother of

our subject was Margareta Schneider, the daugh-
ter of a prominent farmer. The grandfather had
the honor of being a soldier under the great Na-
poleon Bonaparte, serving under him on the march
to Moscow, Russia, and return.

The subject of this sketch is the eldest of six

children, five of whom are still living. He was
reared in Germany, and attended the common
schools there until 1857, when he sailed for Amer-
ica on the ship "Devonshire," and after forty-

three days on the sea landed in New York City.

Upon his arrival he was compelled to begin work
immediately, and engaged with a huckster in New-
ark, N. J. While engaged in this way he attended
a private evening school, in 1859' he weut into
business with his father at West Newark, as a
manufacturer of bonedust for fertilizing purposes,
continuing in this occupation until 1867, when a
disastrous fire compelled them to cease operations.
George W. then came to Bethlehem and here be-
gan life anew by gathering old bones, boiling down
grease, handling hides, hair, glue, etc. Later he

engaged in the hide, tallow and junk business,

dealing also in cement, lime and sand.

Mr. Grube was so successful in all his under-

takings that he was enabled to speculate in real

estate. He now owns the Monocacy Block, con-

taining four stores, and also twenty-three resi-

dences. These latter are situated in different parts

of Bethlehem, West Bethlehem and South Bethle-

hem. In 1891 he sold out his junk business, and

in 1893 started a silkmill, having at first only two

men employed in a small building. At present

he has a large manufactory, with a daily capacity

of ten thousand yards of silk ribbon.

The marriage of Mr. Grube occurred at Bethle-

hem, when he- took Miss Emma Brader as his com-

panion for life. There were seven children born

of this union, as follows: Flora A., Frederick W.,

Lizzie, Maggie, Charles O., Lucy and George W.,

Jr. Our subject was one of the first Councilmen

from the First Ward of West Bethlehem, and has

been re-elected every three years on the Demo-
cratic ticket. He is the present Chairman of the

Finance Committee, and is a stockholder of the

Freemansburg Building and Loan Association. Po-

litically he is a Democrat, and is accounted a sub-

stantial citizen and man of public spirit, being in-

terested in local and national government, doing

his duty at the polls, and assisting in matters of

local enterprise.

TILGHMAN STATLER, manufacturer of car-

riages, buggies and light wagons, and pro-

prietor of a general repair shop at Allen-

town, claims Lehigh as the county of his nativity,

for he was born within its borders on the 23d of

January, 1818. His father, John Statler, was also

a native of that county, and was a miller by trade.

The grandfather of our subject, Solomon Statler,

was numbered among the pioneer settlers of this

locality. The mother of our subject, who bore

the maiden name of Harriet Hartzell, was also born

in Lehigh County, and by her marriage became the

mother of four children.

Our subject is the only member of the family

now living. He began his education in Weavers-
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ville, Northampton County, and afterward at-

tended the common schools of Lehigh County.

When his education was completed he began life

for himself, and served an apprenticeship to the

carriage-maker's trade under Jacob Lukenbach, of

Bethlehem. While thus employed he also attended

a night school, for he realized the value of an edu-

cation, and wished to gain a good knowledge of

the common branches and other studies which

would be of benefit to him in his life work.

When his term of apprenticeship had expired,

Mr. Statler came to Allentown and purchased the

little wagon shop then owned by Stephen Barber.

There he began the manufacture of carriages, bug-

gies and light vehicles of every description, and

also did all kinds of repair work along that line.

His skill and ability soon won recognition in an

increased patronage, and as his trade grew he en-

larged his facilities. In 1842 he tore down the old

shop and built a large brick shop, 26x152 feet, and

three stories in height, in which he placed all the

machinery necessary for the best prosecution of

his work. He manufactures carriages, buggies,

sleighs and light wagons, and receives from the

publica liberal patronage. His plant is situated on

the corner of Sixth and Linden Streets, and in con-

nection with the main building there are ample

warehouses, extra sheds and repair houses, and

also sheds for storing lumber. Employment is

furnished to from ten to twenty men during the

busy season, and he has a large and reliable local

trade. He looks after the business himself, although

he takes no other active part in the work.

In 1839 Mr. Statler was united in marriage with

Miss Mary Keiper, of Allentown, daughter of

George Keiper. Three children have been born to

them: Eugene H., who is now engaged in the gro-

cery business; Jane, wife of D. Norris; and Clara,

wife of Adam Sand. The parents are both mem-

bers of the German Reformed Church and are highly

respected citizens, having many warm friends in

this community, where they have so long resided.

In his political views Mr. Statler is a Democrat,

and for twenty years was an efficient and capable

member of the City Council. His long-continued

service well indicates his personal popularity and

fidelity to duty and the confidence and trust re-

posed in him. In his business he has met with

success, and in addition to his factory he owns
five dwelling-houses, which he now rents. Al-

though well advanced in years he is still well pre-

served, and will probabty be spared for many
years of usefulness.

HENRY COPPEE, LL. D. Not only as the

President of the Lehigh University, a

far-famed literary and scientific institu-

tion, but also as the author of many well known
and widely read volumes, Dr. Copp6e has gained

distinction as one of the eminent men of Pennsyl-

vania. His scientific and literary researches have

been of a most important nature, and his superior

ability commands the respect of all with whom he

comes in contact. In 1874 he was honored by the

appointment of Regent of the Smithsonian Insti-

tute, and since that time he has been reappointed

by Congress every six years, being at present an

incumbent of that responsible position. He has

twice served as a member of the Assay Commission

of the United States Mint.

The Lehigh University, of which Dr. Coppee was

the first President, and of which since the death

of Dr. Lamberton he has been acting President, is

one of the most thorough educational institutions

in the country. It is situated at South Bethlehem,

the park being in the suburbs of the town, as are

also the athletic grounds. Packer Hall, the li-

brary, chapel, gymnasium, chemical laboratory,

school of mines, physical laboratory and numerous

other buildings stand in the park, which comprises

one hundred and fifty acres. These structures are

replete with all needed apparatus, and are admir-

ably adapted to their various uses. The chapel

cost over $300,000, and it is said that there is no

finer college chapel in the world. The new phys-

ical laboratory is being supplied with everything

that modern science can devise for convenience of

experimental instruction. In civil, mechanical,

mining and electrical engineering, applied chemis-

try, metallurgy, architecture and collateral studies,
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the instruction has from the first been superior to

the majority of our universities; from the begin-

ning, also, prominent attention has been given to

the classics.

The name of Dr. Coppee is inseparably associated

with the history of the University, and therefore

a record of his lineage and life will possess for our

readers more than ordinary interest. He was born

in Savannah, Ga., October 13, 1821, and is of French

ancestry. His great-grandfather, a man of wealth

and prominence in France, was obliged to leave

that country on account of poor health, and, seek-

ing a more congenial clime, he went to San Do-

mingo, where he purchased a plantation and spent

the remaining years of his life. By profession he

was an attorney-at-law, and general counselor.

A son of this gentleman continued to live on the

plantation, and there died shortly before the mas-

sacre of the whites, one of the most terrible and

relentless events known in history. During those

dark times his widow fled to the United States

with her children and settled in Georgia. Edouard

St. Leger Coppee, one of her sons, was born in San

Domingo in 1794, and was graduated from the

University of South Carolina with the degree of

Doctor of Medicine. Opening an office in Savannah

he engaged in the practice of his profession for

many years, retiring shortly before his death, which

occurred in 1851. He was a member of the Epis-

copal Church, and socially was connected with the

Masonic fraternity. His wife, who was also of

French descent, was born in San Domingo and bore

the maiden name of Carolina De la Villatte; she

died at the age of eighty-seven years. Her father,

Edouard De la Villatte, was a planter of San Do-
mingo, but at the time of the revolution the fam-
ily was taken to New York State and subsequently

to Savannah.

Dr. Coppee was in the Class of '39 at Yale, and
thereafter studied civil engineering, being con-
nected with the construction of the Georgia Cen-
tral Railroad from 1837 to 1840. July 1, 1841, he
entered West Point Military Academy, from which
he was graduated four years later, being promoted
to Second Lieutenant of the First United States

Artillery, July 1, 1845. The following year, after

having served in garrison and Ft. Columbus, N.

Y., he was sent to Mexico, taking part in the bat-

tles of Vera Cruz, Cerro Gordo, Churubusco and

Contreras in 1847, being then promoted ta the

rank of First Lieutenant, and breveted Captain for

"gallant and meritorious conduct" in those battles.

He also took part in the storming of Chapultepec,

September 11, and the assault and capture of

the city of Mexico, September 13 and 14, 1847.

From August 22, 1848, until June 22, 1849, Dr.

Coppee was Assistant Professor of French at the

United States Military Academy, and the following

year was stationed at Ft. McHenry, Md., whence

he returned to West Point as Assistant Professor

of English Studies, remaining there for a period of

five years. June 30, 1855, he resigned. For the

succeeding eleven years he occupied the post of

Professor of English Literature at the University

of Pennsylvania, and was then elected President

of the Lehigh University, which office he accepted,

becoming the first President of the institution. In

1875, on account of his exhausting literary labors,

he resigned his more arduous position, though he

still remained connected with the University as

Professor of Literature, and now holds the chair

of English Literature, International and Constitu-

tional Law, and the Philosophy of History.

In the literary field Professor Coppee's work has

been very extensive. From 1864 to 1866 he con-

ducted the "United States Service Magazine," and

among the volumes which he has published are the

following, the titles of which will show his varied

range of subjects : "Elements of Logic," the "Gal-

lery of Famous Poets," "Elements of Rhetoric,"

the "Gallery of Distinguished Poetesses," the "Se-

lect Academic Speaker," the "Manual of the Battal-

ion Drill," "Evolutions of the Line," "Manual

of Courts Martial," "Songs of Praise in the Chris-

tian Centuries," "Life and Service of Gen. U. S.

Grant," "A Manual of English Literature," "Lec-

tures on English Literature," "The Conquest of

Spain by the Arab Moors," "Life of Gen. George

II. Thomas," and many translations from the

French, among them Marmont's "The Spirit of

Military Institutions," and "The Civil War .in

America," by the Comte de Paris.

The wife of the Doctor was formerly Miss Julia

de Witt, who was born in New York, coming from
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the old Knickerbocker stock. Of their family the

following are living: Mrs. George Jenkins, of South

Bethlehem; Mrs. Murray Duncan, a resident of

Michigan ; Mrs. E. L. Griffith, of San Francisco; Miss

M. P. Coppee; and Henry St. Leger, a graduate of

the Lehigh University as a civil engineer, and now

in the United States Engineering Service at Vicks-

burg, Miss. Dr. Coppee leceived the degree of

Master of Arts from the University of Georgia,

and his degree of Doctor of Laws from two sources,

one from Union College, of New York, and one

from the University of Pennsylvania. During

the war he was appointed Colonel on Governor

Curtin's staff, and later was transferred to the po-

sition of chief of the staff of General Couch, when

on his way to Gettysburg. He is one of the Ward-

ens in the Church of the Nativity in South Beth-

lehem.

^)#C^

GTX LLEN P. BERLIN is well known in Slat-

/—\ ington as the President of the Washington

Slate Company, which organization owns

two large quarries on the Washington vein, and

one on the Franklin, and controls the yield of the

Blue Diamond Quarry. The slate put forth by this

company is known in all parts of the country for

its strength, uniformity, unfading color and dura-

bility. They have built up a large blackboard

business throughout the United States, and take

many contracts, especially in theNorthwest, for fur-

nishing school buildings.

Born in Northampton County, August 21, 1855,

Mr. Berlin is the son of Charles Berlin, a farmer by

occupation, and also a native of this county, who

was called from this life in 1872. He in turn was

a son of Abraham Berlin, who came from an old

German family, that had settled in this immediate

locality at a very early day. The mother of our

subject was Mary A., daughter of Peter Brown.

She was born in this county, and was called from

the shores of time in 1893, when in her seventy-

eighth year.

Up to thirteen years of age, A. P. Berlin con-

tinued to live on his father's farm, his time being

passed in the usual manner of farmers' boys, in

assisting on the farm and attending the district

schools. In his fourteenth year he accepted a place

with the Lehigh & Susquehanna Railroad Com-

pany as telegraph operator, and continued in that

position for three years. With the means thus ob-

tained he decided that he would secure a better

education, in order to equip him for the duties of

life, and accordingly he entered Lafayette College

at Easton, Pa. After four years of hard work in

this institution he graduated in 1876. He was

then just at his majority, having made his way

through school largely by his own efforts. Being

offered a position with the Second Geological Sur-

vey of Pennsylvania, he .accepted the same, and

during the years of 1877-78-79 Mr. Berlin held

the position of Topographical Engineer in mapping

out the South Mountain range from Easton to

Beading, and during 1881-82 had charge of the

work of the Anthracite Survey in the middle coal-

fields, with headquarters at Hazelton, Pa. The fol-

lowing two years he was employed on private geo-

logical work, and held the appointment of Ad-

junct Professor of Mining Geology at Lafayette

College, and finally, in 1885, came to this town to

embark in the slate business. For three years he

was in partnership with Joel Neff, under the firm

name of the Washington Slate Company, and at

the end of that time purchased the entire interest

and assumed sole control of the business. Later

C. L. Berbemeyer became a partner, and in 1891

Robert H. Dalby was taken into the firm. The pres-

ent company was incorporated in 1891, with our

subject as President; C. L. Berbemeyer, Vice-Presi-

dent of Sales, and manager of the office at Minne-

apolis, Minn.; and Robert H. Dalby, Secretary

and Treasurer. Being possessed of superior facili-

ties in the various branches of their trade, they are

enabled to fill large contracts with great dispatch,

and to the satisfaction of their customers. The

firm employ one hundred men, and in addition to

their regular business also carry on a large general

merchandise store, where a large stock is kept on

hand. Mr. Berlin is a stockholder and Director

of the Second National Bank at Allen town, and is

one of the organizers of the Lehigh Coal and Hard-
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ware Company, of which he is President, this be-

ing located at Lehighton, Pa.

In 1880 our subject married Miss Abbie I. Gar-

diner, of Philadelphia, who is the daughter of Wal-

lace Gardiner, of that city. Six children, three

sons and three daughters, grace this union, in order

of birth as follows: Lillian May, Allen D., Frances,

Roscoe, Wallace G. and Mamie. The parents are

faithful and regular attendants at the services of

the Lutheran Church, to which they belong. Mr.

Berlin supports the Republican party, and is a

member of Dallas Lodge No. 396, F. & A. M.

^S>.
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RANCIS LUDWIG is a practical and suc-

cessful farmer, who resides in South White-

hall Township, this county, of which he is

a native. He was born May 16, 1843, to David

and Lydia (Fatzinger) Ludwig, also natives of

this state. His paternal grandfather, Francis Jos-

eph Ludwig, emigrated to this state from Germany
and became one of the early settlers of the Le-

high Valley.

The father of our subiect was a man of fair edu-

cation, and followed farming pursuits during the

active years of his life. He was a member of the

Lutheran Church, with which he was identified for

many years. In politics he always cast a Demo-
cratic vote, and as a reliable citizen and intelli-

gent man won the respect of those about him. He
departed this life September 7, 1886. The mem-
bers of the parental family who are now living are:

Maria, Matilda, Sarah, Susanna, Emeline, Mary,
Francis and Joseph. The mother of these children

survived her husband just one month to a day,

her decease occurring October 7, 1886. They are

buried side by side in the Union Cemetery at Al-

lentown.

Francis, of this sketch, received a fair educa-
tion in the subscription schools of South White-
hall Township, and although not having the ad-

vantages afforded the youth of the present day,
made the best of his opportunities, and is a man
well posted on current affairs. He was quite

young when his parents removed to South White-

hall Township and located on the farm which he

now owns and operates.

February 27, 1869, Francis Ludwig and Miss

Elmina Robenold were united in marriage. The

lady, who was also a native of this county, was

born March 25, 1843, and was the daughter of

Jonas and Caroline Robenold, the latter of whom
is deceased. The father is still living and makes

his home in South Whitehall Township. Her

grandfather, Solomon Robenold, is likewise a resi-

dent of this county. Mrs. Ludwig's mother, who

was a valued member of the Lutheran Church, died

on Christmas Day, 1891. The six children born to

her were: Elmina, Thomas, Robert, Henry, Tilgh-

man and Ida.

Mr. Ludwig is the proprietor of forty-five acres

of land, which he cultivates m a profitable manner.

With his wife he is a member of the Lutheran

Church, and while living in Allentown served as

Deacon of that denomination. To himself and

wife have been born four children: Caroline, Al-

fred, Robert and Annie.

MRS. ANNIE UHL, proprietor of Uhl's

Brewery, is a fine business woman, hav-

ing carried on the enterprise formerly

conducted by her late husband, Mathias Uhl, since

his decease in 1887, assisted by Marcus C. Fetter,

the executor of his estate. This establishment

was founded in 1866, by John Schilling, who

erected the buildings in which was brewed the first

beer made in Bethlehem, and since its start upon

a modest scale the business has undergone numer-

ous enlargements, and the trade has steadily in-

creased until it has assumed the proportions of a

large and successful industry.

Mathias Uhl was born, at Steinach, Baden, Ger-

many, where he learned the brewer's trade. Com-

ing to America when a young man, he settled in

Philadelphia, where he worked at his trade. In

1870 he became a resident of Bethlehem, and be-

came foreman in the brewery of the late John Schil-
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ling, remaining in that capacity for six years. He
then purchased the business of his late employer,

and carried it on successfully until his death, which

occurred April 22, 1887.

Mr. Uhl was married in 1866, in Philadelphia,

to Miss Annie Geiger, who was born near Buchau,

Wurtemberg, Germany. Her father, Francis Jo-

seph Geiger, was a hotel and restaurant man in

Germany, and his wife bore the maiden name of

Anna M. Weiler. Mrs. Uhl came to America in

1865, by way of Bremen to New York City, and

thence to Philadelphia. Mr. and Mrs. Uhl became

the parents of three children. Bertha, Annie and

Pauline, who are all at home. Mr. Uhl was in

politics a Democrat, and was a member of the

Catholic Church.

Since her husband's death Mrs. Uhl has greatly

improved and enlarged the brewery, and the plant

now covers over half an acre of ground conven-

iently located. In 1892 the output was twenty

thousand barrels per annum, and a specialty is made

of the best and clearest grades of beer for bottling,

this having acquired an excellent reputation for

hotel and family trade. Much of the success of

the brewery has been attained through the efficient

management and painstaking efforts of Mr. Fetter,

who has conceived and executed many improve-

ments, and equipped the plant with modern appli-

ances, among these being a twenty-ton ice ma-

chine.

Mrs. Uhl has shown herself to be a woman of

unusual business and executive ability in the man-

agement of her husband's large moneyed interests.

She is a member of the Catholic Church of the Na-

tivity, and is benevolent, having assisted many a

poor person in material ways.

*& ny —

JOSEPH SWIFT OSTERSTOCK, an influential

citizen of Easton, is a veteran of the Civil

War, in which he served long and faithfully.

For about twenty years he has been engaged

in operating a stove and house-furnishing store

and tinsmith shop, his location being one of the

oldest business sites in the city, it having been

occupied for the same business since 1825. He has

built up a large and paying trade, and occupies a

four-story brick building, with a frontage of twen-

ty-eight feet, and extending back two hundred
and twenty feet. Here may be found his general

store and shops. He was elected a member of the

first City Council, to represent the First Ward,
after the organization of the borough as a city, and
in 1887 and 1888 was Chairman of the Fire De-

partment.

The paternal grandfather of our subject was a

descendant of one of three brothers who settled

in very early days in Forks Township, near Easton,

and in that locality he operated a farm of his own.

He died at an extreme old age, and his wife lived

to be ninety years old. Their children were Polly.

Sarah, Margaret, Henry, Jacob and Charles. The
latter, our subject's father, was born in Forks

Township, and followed the trade of making mill-

stones. He was an adept at this business, and be-

came foreman in the establishment of Joseph

Dawes, with whom he remained up to the time of

his death, in 1851, at the age of forty-five years.

He was a member of the Beneficial Society and of

the Sons of Temperance, and was connected with

St. John's Lutheran Church. In his early days he

was also a member of a military company com-

manded by the late Governor Reeder. His wife

was in her maidenhood Elizabeth Focht, and died

in 1854, when forty-three years of age. She be-

came the mother of five children: Emily, Mrs.

Kitchen, and her sister Elizabeth, who are twins;

William G., Theodore and Joseph S.

Joseph S. Osterstock was born February 11, 1843,

at Easton, and until he was eleven years old went

to the public schools. For the next two years he

worked in a grocery, and subsequently began learn-

ing the tinsmith's trade. He served an appren-

ticeship of six years, the last year being passed

under the direction of Mr. Chidsey. Before his

term had expired he volunteered his services to

the Union cause, enlisting August 1, 1862, for

nine months. He was placed in Company D, One

Hundred and Twenty-ninth Pennsylvania Infan-

try, Army of the Potomac, and participated in the

second battle of Bull Run, Antietam, Carneys-

ville, Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville. He was

discharged May 18, 1863, but re-enlisted June 22,
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1863, and was made First Sergeant of Company

D, Twenty-seventh Pennsylvania Emergency Corps.

He was soon mustered into the United States serv-

ice, and in the battle of Gettysburg assisted in

keeping General Early from crossing the Susque-

hanna at Wrightsville. Afterward, with his corn-

pany, he held back a detachment of Steward's

cavalry, and then returned to Harrisburg, where

he was once more dismissed, as his term of serv-

ice had expired. This was the last day of July,

1863.

March 31, 1865, our subject was mustered in as

Second Lieutenant of Company H, Two Hundred

and Fourteenth Pennsylvania Volunteers, one of

the regiments sent out by the Union League of

Philadelphia. Proceeding to Winchester and the

Shenandoah Valley, he did private duty for a

short time, and then, on account of competitive

inspection, his regiment was detached from the

Eighteenth and placed on duty at Washington,

D. C, having charge of all Quartermasters' stores.

Mr. Osterstock was for a part of the time Adju-

tant, being the youngest officer in the regiment,

and as an acknowledgment of his ability and sol

dierly qualities as an officer, he was detailed to

guard all the property at General Grant's head-

quarters, and all stores at Kendall Green, near

Washington. At other times he assisted in guard-

ing stores at various points, the Smithsonian In-

stitute and the old Capital Prison at Washington,

when it contained more than two hundred rebel

prisoners and spies. In the latter was confined the

celebrated Werz, and during his trial our subject

was the officer of the guards of the prison and also

was on duty when the man was executed.

On being mustered out of the army, March 21,

1866, Mr. Osterstock resumed his trade of tin-

smithing, and for two years worked as a journey-

man. In May, 1868, he became Assistant Post-

master to J. L. Mingle. He continued to serve

in that position until 1875, when he bought out
the old place where he had learned his trade and
assumed charge of the business. He has been very
successful in this undertaking, and has almost a

monopoly in this trade. He is a member of Dallas

Lodge No. 396, F. & A. M., and of LaFayette Post

No. 217, G. A. R. He is also identified with the

Loyal Legion, and formerly was an Odd Fellow, a

Knight of Pythias and a Druid. For eighteen

years he was one of the Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment, belonging to Phoenix Company No. 2, which

was disbanded when the present system was organ-

ized. He was a member of the Board of Trade, and

has the confidence of the business men of thiscity.

In April, 1867, our subject married Miss Sarah,

daughter of John Sheatz. One child, John F., is

the result of their union. Joseph S. Osterstock

has truly been the architect of his own fortune, for

especially in his early life his advantages were

very limited. He was left an orphan at the tender

age of eleven years, and when the war came on

ran away to enlist, but was arrested at the depot

by the constable, and returned home. When he

began working for Mr. Chidsey, there were twen-

ty-six men in that gentleman's employ, and all

but three of these entered the service. His brother,

William G., was one of the first to enlist for the

defense of the Stars and Stripes. The date of this

was April 7, 1861, the very day on which, the "Star

of the West" was fired upon. He then entered for

three months' service as a member of Company B,

First Pennsylvania Infantry, was afterward First

Sergeant of Company B, Fifty-first Regiment,

Army of the Potomac, and served throughout

the war, being in the famous charge at Antietam

Bridge. He received wounds in the breast at the

mine explosion in front of Petersburg, and from

the effects of his injury his death resulted later.

Theodore, another brother, enlisted in Company

G, Sixty-first Regiment, and served for three years.

He was mustered in February 4, 1861, and received

his discharge June 13, 1865, from the Philadelphia

Hospital. He was a member of the Army of the

Potomac, and after returning from the war took

up his abode in New York City, where he died in

July, 1876.

The following is of interest to those who are ac-

quainted with our subject, and bears testimony to

his devoted service in the cause of liberty:

"Headquarters Quartermaster's Department, )

Washington, D. C, March 19, 1866.
j

"J. S. Osterstock, Second Lieutenant Company

H, No. 214th Regt. Pa. Vols:

"It is with sincere pleasure that I avail myself
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of this opportunity of bearing testimony to your

good character, your untiring efforts, fidelity and

soldierly bearing as an officer. Having known you

for six months, during which time you were in

charge of detachments doing duty in the Chief

Quartermaster's Department, a branch of which

comes under my direction as Head Quartermaster,

your conduct at this office in your official capacity

has gained for yourself credit. I regret very much
that your regiment is about to be relieved by the

Twelfth U. S. Infantry.

"Hoping, however, that you may continue to

give credit to yourself in whatever capacity 3'ou

may be called upon in the future to fill, whether

military or civil, I remain,

"Very truly your friend, •

"James S. Humbert,

Superintendent."

"Countersigned,

"M. I. Ludington, Chief Quartermaster's De-

partment, U. S. A."

(The latter is now Chief Quartermaster in the

United States army,- with headquarters in Cali-

fornia).

^)#G.~\

SAMUEL J. WEAVER, M. D., is a practic-

ing physician and surgeon of Bethlehem.

He bears a name of wide reputation in pro-

fessional circles, where he is known as a man of

unusual ability and genius. He is a surgeon for

the Lehigh Valley Railroad, and is identified with

the leading medical societies of the country. In

the fraternities and in politics he is also very

prominent, and in everything pertaining to the

upbuilding of the city he has taken his share.

The family is of German descent, and has long

been established in Northampton County. Our
subject's grandfather, Michael Weaver, was an ex-

tensive merchant and farmer, and upon his land

built a tannery, which he operated. He succeeded

in getting a postoffice at Weaversville, which was

named in honor of him, and of which he was the

first Postmaster, having been appointed about the

close of the last century. He was an old-line

Whig,a man of considerable prominence, and Cap-
tain of a company in the War of 1812. His wife,
who was a Miss Dreisbach, died in 1860, at the
age of about eighty-eight years. He died of apo-
plexy in 1834, when in his sixty-fourth year.

Our subject's father, Samuel Weaver, was born
in Weaversville, and with his two brothers, David
and Thomas, became a partner in the mercantile
establishment founded by his father. They also

conducted the farm and tannery, but after a time
he bought out the interests of his brothers and be-

came the owner of the homestead of one hundred
acres, with the tannery, located on Catasauqua
Creek. In 1835 he was appointed Postmaster, and
held that position until his death. He was very
active in educational work, and did his utmost to

increase the educational facilities of the commu-
nity. He was one of the prime movers in establish-

ing the Weaversville Academy, which was opened
in 1856. The ground for the site was donated by
him, and he was Secretary of the Board of Trustees

of the academy until his death.

In early days, while engaged in the mercantile

business, Samuel Weaver bought hi? goods in Phil-

adelphia and New York, and at first they were

hauled by teams the entire distance, later were

conveyed by canal, and finally by railroad. His

establishment was the largest in the vicinity. For
many years he was Treasurer of the Lutheran

Churcb at Weaversville, and also served as Sun-

day-school Superintendent. Politically he was an
ardent Republican. The disease which ended his

career was angina pectoris, he dying in 1863, at

the age of fifty-four years.

The mother of our subject, Sarah, was a daugh-

ter of Jacob Boyer, a substantial farmer of Allen

Township. She was born in Howertown, and in

1870 located in Bethlehem, where she resided until

her death, December 24, 1893, in- her seventy-

fourth year. She was the mother of twelve chil-

dren, of whom eleven attained years of maturity.

William T. is a traveling salesman, and during the

Civil War was Sergeant of the One Hundred and

Fifty-third Pennsylvania Infantry; Amelia M.

lives in Bethlehem; Jane S. is the wife of Dr. J. F.

Raub, and lives in Washington, D. O; Joseph A.

is an influential citizen of Bethlehem; Amanda E.
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is the wife of Rev. E. Martinis, of Hillsboro, 111.;

Clinton T. is a bookkeeper; Samuel J. is the sub-

ject of this sketch; David M. is a clerk in the em-

ploy of the Lehigh Valley Coal Company in Beth-

lehem; C. Annie, the wife of George Green, lives

in Brooklyn, N. Y.; and Frances C. is married and

lives in Boston, Mass.

Samuel J. Weaver was born September 2, 1 850, in

Weaversville, Pa., and was reared in his birthplace.

He attended the academy there, and completed the

course, after which, when seventeen years of age,

he began the study of medicine with Dr. Raub. In

18,70 he entered Jefferson Medical College, from

which he graduated in 1872 with the degree of

Doctor of Medicine, being the youngest in the

class. In order to make progress he took advan-

tage of a special spring and fall course, and thus

crowded his studies into less time. Going to his

native village after leaving college, he engaged
in practice, worked hard and succeeded in build-

ing up a good reputation and patronage. In 1883

he came to Bethlehem, where he also very soon
made good progress in building up a fine practice,

and erected an office at the corner of Main and
Union Streets. He is a charter member of the Le-
high Valley Medical Association, and an active

member of the State, County and American Med-
ical Associations. He is Medical Examiner for the
New York Life, the Masonic Aid, Independent
Order of Heptasophs, the Odd Fellows ' Endowment
Association and for many others. He is also iden-

tified with the Bethlehem Microscopical Society,

and at one time was President of the County Med-
ical Association.

In Lower Saucon Dr. Weaver was married, De-
cember 5, 1872, to Miss Mary J. Weaver, a native
of that place, and they have one child, S. Herbert.
They attend Christ's Reformed Church of this city,
in which the Doctor is an Elder. Fraternally Dr.
Weaver belongs to Cypress Commandery,K.of H.,
having been one of the charter members and the
first Commander. He was the first Treasurer of
the Grand Commandery of the state of Pennsyl-
vania, serving as such for three terms, and for
three years was a Trustee of the Supreme Grand
Commandery. As an Odd Fellow, the Doctor is

also interested in, and a warm supporter of, civic

societies. Politically he is a stanch Republican,

and has served frequently as a delegate to county

and state conventions. In the fall of 1887 he was

elected County Coroner on the Republican ticket,

and served from January, 1888, until January,

1891, being the only Republican that ever held the

office in the history of the county.

/^TALVm L. JOHNSTONBAUGH, M. D.,

Vy who enjoys the distinction of being the old-

est practicing physician in West Bethle-

hem, makes a specialty of treating the eye and ear.

Our subject is a native of this state, having been

born near Oak Hall, Centre County, June 8, 1864,

and is the son of George Johnstonbaugh, also a

native of Pennsylvania, and a farmer by occupa-

tion. He was a devoted member of the Lutheran

Church, in the faith of which he died in 1890,

when in the eighty-second year of his age. His

wife, prior to her marriage Sarah Emerick, de-

parted this life in 1884, at the age of sixty-three

years.

The parental family of our subject included

twelve children, of whom he was the youngest.

Two of his brothers participated in the late war as

soldiers in the Union army, and another of his

brothers, G. W., is principal teacher of the Bethle-

hem High School. C. L. remained on his father's

farm until a lad of eleven years, when his parents

removed to State College, and there he entered

the preparatory department of the college. The
three years following he attended the Centre Hall

Normal, after which he took a two-years course

in the Pennsylvania State College, making a

specialty of the study of chemistry.

In 1884 Mr. Johnstonbaugh entered the Eclectic

Medical Institute in Cincinnati, Ohio, from which

institution he was graduated in 1887, with the de-

gree of Doctor of Medicine. Returning to this

state he located in Hublersburg, Centre County,

where he practiced for thirteen months, and in

April, 1889, took up his place of abode in West

Bethlehem, having a well equipped office, situated
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at No. 134 Third Avenue. The Doctor, although

engaged in general practice, is making a specialty

of diseases of the eye and ear, and has the finest

assortment of lenses ever manufactured.

Dr. Johnstonbaugh was married in February,

1889, in Centre County, to Miss Sue E., daughter

of Rev. W. R. Yearick, a minister of the Reformed

Church. Their union has been blessed by the birth

of a daughter, Nettie O. Our subject has served

as a member of the Board of Health for one term,

and in every way possible lends his aid toward the

upbuilding of his community. He is the only

Eclectic physician in the Lehigh Valley and enjoys

a large and lucrative patronage. The Doctor is a

Republican in politics, and in religious affairs be-

longs to Christ Reformed Church, in which he is

a Deacon.

»+$#*=

HON. J. WILLIAM FLAD, ex-member of

the Pennsylvania Legislature, is at the

present time General Agent for the Mas-

sachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company, for the

northeastern portion of the state, and makes his

headquarters in Easton, of which city he is a na-

tive. He was born February 3, 1859, and is the

son of Joseph Flad, a native of Wurtemberg, Ger-

many. The latter was a finely educated gentle-

man, being a graduate of Heidelberg University,

in which institution he was afterward Profes-

sor of Music. He served in the Revolution of '48,

and on account of difficulties which then arose,

he came to America and made his home in Easton,

where he taught music for many years. He after-

ward engaged in the retail cigar and tobacco busi-

ness, which he followed until his decease, in Feb-

ruary, 1884, when forty-nine years of age. He

was a consistent member of the Lutheran Church.

Our subject's mother, whose maiden name was

Harriet Hensler, was born in this city, of German

parentage. To Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Flad were born

two sons, of whom our subject is the elder. Franc Z.

is boiler inspector for the Lehigh Valley Railroad

Company and is located in South Easton.

J. William was graduated from the Easton High

School in 1875, after which he attended Lafayette

22

College for two years, taking the classical course.

At the expiration of that time he left school and

entered his father's cigar store, which was located

on Northampton Street, near Sixth. In the year

1881 he was married, in this city, to Miss M. E.

Dietrich, after which he located on College Hill

and for two or three years succeeding was engaged

in the dairy business, owning a farm near the city,

which was stocked with a gbod grade of milch

cows.

In 1886 Mr. Flad was nominated on the Demo-

cratic ticket to the Legislature, but with the entire

ticket was in some mysterious manner defeated.

He was then made Chairman of the Democratic

Committee during the campaign of 1888, and on

being renominated was elected to the Legislature,

together with every candidate for office who ran

in 1886. In that year he embarked in the insur-

ance business, representing sixteen counties in

this state for the Massachusetts Mutual, which is a

fine territory. On the expiration of his official

term, he was re-elected, thus serving his con-

stituents a period of four years, during which

time he rendered them valuable service as a mem-

ber of various important committees, being a mem-

ber of the Committee of Appropriations, Railroads,

Insurance, etc. By investigating bank failures, suf-

ficient evidence was brought to light to cause the

Bank Department of the state to be established.

In 1889 he presented a bill, which was passed, giv-

ing to Northampton County two judges learned

in the law, and in 1891 he had charge of the bill

which when passed resulted in the building of the

new insane asylum in Wernersville, Pa. He also

secured the first appropriation for the Easton and

St. Luke's Hospital, besides other measures which

proved of great value to the community.

Mr. Flad still has in his possession his fine dairy

farm, and owns valuable real estate in College

Hill. His office in this city is in the Trust Build-

ing. He is very public spirited, and was one of

the first men in the city to. propose the building

of a street railway, which project he aided in car-

rying to a successful issue.

To Mr. and Mrs. Flad have been born two sons,

Edward and Earl. In social affairs Mr. Flad be-

longs to Dallas Lodge, F. & A. M., is also a Royal
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Arch Mason and a member of High DePayne Com-

mandery, K. T. He stands high in the order of

Odd Fellows in this city, in which he takes great

interest. Like many of the prominent business men

of Easton, he is a member of the Freemont Club.

The Lutheran Church finds in him one of its most

valued members, and m financial matters he aids

that denomination very materially. As will be

seen by perusing this sketch, he is one of the most

substantial and enterprising business men in this

portion of the state, and as such we are pleased to

be able to represent him in this volume.

»>>»>! » I »

THOMAS MONROE KURTZ, who is more

familiarly known as Monroe Kurtz, is the

largest stock-dealer in Lehigh County. He

devotes himself untiringly to his work, and, being

a shrewd business man, is meeting with great suc-

cess. He is a representative of a family whose name

has been inseparably connected with the growth

and upbuilding of this county, and as he has

ever borne his part in the work of public advance-

ment and improvement, this volume would be in-

complete without the record of his life.

Mr. Kurtz is a native of this county, and was

born February 26, 1847, in Hanover Township,

near Catasauqua, where he makes his home at the

present time. He is the son of Henry Kurtz, whose

history appears in the biography of Milton Kurtz,

elsewhere in this record. Thomas M. grew to

manhood on the home farm, alternating agricult-

ural work with attendance at the public schools

in Catasauqua. He remained at home until his

marriage, in 1873, at which time Miss Elizabeth

daughter of Joseph Davolt, became his wife. Im-
mediately after their union Mr. Kurtz rented the

home farm, which included a quarter-section, and
was engaged in its operation until 1890. During
fifteen years of that time he had a large dairy

route in the city and kept on his estate from
eighteen to twenty milch cows. It was also while

living on this farm that our subject began dealing

in stock, and, forming a partnership with bis cousin,

Robert Kurtz, he bought and shipped cattle for

three years.

In 1891 our subject closed out his dairy busi-

ness, and, removing to this city, continued to deal

in stock. He erected a fine brick residence on the

corner of Kurtz and American Streets, which land

had formerly been a portion of his, father's estate

and upon which Mr. Kurtz had often ploughed

and cut hay.

Mr. Kurtz makes trips to Buffalo, N. Y., and East

Liberty, this state, where he buys cattle and hogs,

which he ships to this city, disposing of the same

to the butchers here and in Allen town and Coplay.

He is the only drover residing in this locality, and

handles about fifty carloads of cattle each year.

Being very successful in this branch of business be

has accumulated an abundance of this world's

goods, and has the satisfaction of knowing that

he has performed no unimportant part in the

growth and development of this part of the county.

To Mr. and Mrs. Kurtz has been born one

daughter, Flora Estella. They have also an adopted

daughter, Elizabeth Lichtenwalner, whom they

took into their home when eighteen months old,

and who is now a young lady of eighteen years.

Mr. and Mrs. Kurtz are leading members of the

German Reformed Church and are earnest workers

in its interest. Our subject exercises his right of

franchise in the support of the Republican party,

and all educational and moral enterprises find in

him a true friend.

m&mz^^m:m:-ffiimHmHmHmmiHm? _

^~^HARLES H. WEBB is one of the most

Ly popular officials of the Lehigh Valley Rail-

road, and is General Car Accountant. He

has been connected with the company since Octo-

ber 8, 1864, and is considered one of their most

faithful and capable employes. In manner Mr.

Webb is very pleasant and courteous, and has many

friends, both in South Bethlehem, where his office

is located, and up and down the Lehigh Valley.

The birth of Charles H. Webb occurred in Mont-

rose, Susquehanna County, Pa., April 1, 1840
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his parents being Henry James and Mary (Wake-

lee) Webb. The former was born in Saybrook,

Conn., and was related to General Webb of Revo-

lutionary fame. Henry Webb became a resident

of Pennsylvania when quite young, and engaged

in merchandising at Montrose. Active in the

ranks of the Democratic party, he was Postmaster

for many years at Montrose, and one term served

as Sheriff of Susquehanna County. He departed

this life in 1880, aged about seventy years. His

wife, who was a daughter of A. Wakelee, was born

in Waterbury, Conn., being the daughter of a

farmer, who removed to Springville, Susquehanna

County, Pa., where she grew to womanhood. Mrs.

Webb, who is now in her seventy-ninth year, and

still active in the Episcopal Church, is a resident

of Montrose.

The subject of this narrative is the only child of

his parents who grew to mature years. His boy-

hood was passed at Montrose, and it was his priv-

ilege to attend the fine schools under Professor

Stoddard, the noted mathematician. Afterward,

for a short time, he was a student at the Delaware

Literary Institute, at Franklin , N. Y. From that

time until the war he assisted his father in running

a store and postoffice, and then volunteered as one

of the Anderson Troop, serving as Bugler, and be-

ing a member of General Anderson's bodyguard.

After a year and a-half of service, on account of

poor health he was honorably discharged. On the

emergency call he volunteered in the Twenty-

eighth Pennsylvania Militia, under Colonel Cham-

berlain, and at the end of three months was mus-

tered out by special order.

October 8, 1864, Mr. Webb received a position

as clerk at Mauch Chunk with the Lehigh Valley

Railroad, and in time became Auditor of Through

Freights. When the Philadelphia & Reading leased

the Lehigh Valley Road, he was appointed Assist-

ant Auditor of Merchandise Traffic, with head-

quarters at Philadelphia for two months, after

which he returned to the Lehigh Valley as General

Auditor, and when the lease was annulled he be-

came General Car Accountant. In his offices is

employed a large clerical force, and in the duties

of his responsible place he acquits himself to the

satisfaction of all. Formerly he was a member Of

the Association of Railway Accounting Officers,

being on a standing committee in 1890, and has

always been on intimate terms with the officials of

the railroad.

In December, 1868, Mr. Webb was married, in

Mauch Chunk, to Miss Ellen Brodhead, a native of

that place, and the daughter of Hon. A. G. Brod-

head, ex-Judge of Carbon County, and formerly

a member of the State Senate. He was prominent

in political circles, and was Superintendent of

Beaver Meadow Division of the Lehigh Valley

Railroad for over forty years. Mrs. Webb was

educated in Dr. Smith's school in Philadelphia.

Our subject and his wife are members of the First

Presbyterian Church of Mauch Chunk, of which

-the former for a quarter of a century had charge

of the choir and music. In politics he votes in

favor of the Democratic party.

S~y EORGE W. LATJB, Postmaster at Belfast,

\/ T Northampton County, is the leading busi-

ness man of the village. In his large

establishment he carries a general line of merchan-

dise, including groceries, dry goods, notions, hard-

ware, flour and feed, boots and shoes, ready-made

clothing, and the usual stock carried in a first-class

village store. The building, which was erected in

1879, has a frontage of thirty feet and is seventy-

six feet in length, having about fifty-two feet in

the front part. In height it is two and one-half

stories. Success has attended Mr. Laub's efforts

since opening this store in 1887, and his annual

sales now average from $25,000 to 835,000.

Our subject was born in Moore Township, North-

ampton County, July 11, 1849, and is a son of the

late George and Annie (Leisenring) Laub, natives

respectively of Northampton and Lehigh Counties,

Pa. The family was represented among the early

settlers of Moore Township, and here George W.

was reared to manhood on the old homestead, at-

tending for a time the public schools of Moore

Township, and later a select school in Bethlehem.

For a short time he was also a student in the Key-
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stone State Normal School at Kutztown, Pa. On
completing his studies he was engaged as a teacher

in Moore Township, after which he was for thir-

teen years a clerk in the mercantile house of Owen
Reyer, at Beersville, Pa. Subsequently he was

taken into the business, and the firm name became

Reyer & Laub. In 1887 he came to Belfast and

opened the store which he still conducts, having a

large trade and giving employment to several

clerks.

In politics Mr. Laub is a Republican and favors

the principles of reciprocity. In 1889 he was ap-

pointed Postmaster at Belfast, and has since held

that office. A Lutheran in religion, he is a Deacon
of his church and one of its leading members.

Socially he is connected with Aluta Lodge No.

488, I. O. 0. F., and Washington Camp No. 558,

P. 0. S. of A., at Belfast. His wife, Annie M., is a

daughter of Samuel Geiser, of Lehigh Township,

Northampton County, and their family consists of

three children, Amy F., Herbert F. and Ella C.

Mr. Laub possesses excellent business qualifica-

tions and is an able financier. In addition to the

management of hisstore, lie is financially inter-

ested in other important enterprises. He is a

stockholder in the Pennsylvania Hard Vein Slate

Company, and is also interested in other slate quar-
ries. In his enterprises he has displayed practical

common sense, discrimination and an ability to

work to good advantage. The success that has
followed his efforts proves that he was fortunate in

the selection of an occupation.

ROBERT E. NEUMEYER, a civil engineer
and Superintendent of the Water Works,
was born at Nazareth, Northampton Coun-

ty, Pa., February 12, 1867. His father, E. A. Neu-
meyer, was a blacksmith prior to the vear 1886,
when he went to Bethlehem and engaged in the
coal business. The mother of our subject, Salina
(Engler) Neumeyer, was born at Dryland, North-
ampton County, and is the daughter of Joseph
Engler, who is a prominent fanner at that place.

John Neumeyer, the grandfather, a Prussian, emi-

grated to America, and died at Nazareth at quite

an advanced age. He possessed an abundance of

energy, foresight and perseverance, necessary req-

uisites to success, and realizing the rapid growth
which Pennsylvania was destined to make, he se-

lected this state for his home.

There were eight children born to Mr. and Mrs.

E. A. Neumeyer, Robert being the eldest. He was

reared near Nazareth, and after attending the vil-

lage school at that place, went to Trach's Academy,
at Easton, Pa., in the year 1882. He then engaged

in teaching, and at the same time took a complete

normal course at Valparaiso, Ind. Receiving his

professional papers, he continued teaching for

three years, when he came to Bethlehem and helped

his father in the coal business. While thus em-

ployed, he devoted all of his spare moments to ac-

quiring a more thorough knowledge of higher

mathematics, and then entered the civil engineer-

ing department of the Lehigh University, from

which he was graduated with honors in 1890, re-

ceiving the degree of a civil engineer. During
his junior year at the university he received sec-

ond honor in an oratorical contest, and as it was

his first experience as an orator, he may justly

feci proud of his success. Ever since his depart-

ure from his Alma Mater he has been Secretary of

the alumni of his class.

After leaving college Mr. Neumeyer became
chief draftsman of the Clinch Valley Railroad, a

branch of the Norfolk & Western Railroad, and re-

mained with this line for fifteen months, when he

was transferred to the Ohio division of the same

line. Here he was engaged prospecting for soft

coal and running branch lines. After six months

he resigned to accept the position of Civil Engi-

neer of Bethlehem, and he was also at this time

appointed Superintendent of the Water Works.

As the superintendent of the grading of the

streets he has made quite a number of grades, and

altered many others. His work is always satisfac-

tory, for the one reason that he individually su-

perintends both the work and the men, not trust-

ing either to a subordinate. He is now serving his

third term us Civil Engineer, having been unani-

mously elected each term. The simple mention of
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the fact that he has been a Sunday-school teacher

for more than ten years, and is the present Secre-

tary of the Northampton County Sunday-school

Association, is in itself good currency, and will

pass at par anywhere in the United States.

The subject of this biography has acquired con-

siderable repute as a public speaker, and in politics

he acts and believes in accordance with the princi-

ples of the Democratic party. Mr. Neumeyer is

truly a self-made man, having worked his way

through both college and university, and in his

profession is rapidly coming into prominence. So-

cially he is a member of the American Society of

Civil Engineers of New York City.

0HARLES J. FITZGERALD, a prominent

business man of Pen Argyl, and senior

member of the firm of Fitzgerald, Speer &
Buzzard, is a native of Pennsylvania, and was born

in Benton, Lackawanna County, April 2, 1 847, be-

iDg a son of John and Gratia (Finn) Fitzgerald.

His paternal ancestors were of Irish and English

descent, and those of his mother were French and

English. His grandfather, William Fitzgerald,

was a native of Dublin, Ireland, and coming to the

United States when twelve years of age, settled in

Greene County, N. Y. He was a wheelwright by

occupation, and died in New York City.

John Fitzgerald, the father of our subject, was

born in Greene County, N. Y., August 27, 1803,

and moved to New York City with his parents

when eleven years of age. He first learned the

trade of a carpenter and joiner, and afterward that

of ship-building, at which occupation he worked

until the Mexican War, when he enlisted as a pri-

vate. He did not go to the war, however, as, the

Government being apprised of the fact that he

was a ship carpenter, he was instead assigned to the

ship "John Adams" in that capacity. He remained

thus engaged for four years, during which time

he was sent to the Sandwich Islands, and to the

Island of Sumatra to avenge the death of a former

captain and cabin-boy of an American trading-

vessel that had been plundered privately at that

port while taking on fuel and water.

The "John Adams" had the co-operation of the

"Cutter," an American vessel, and each carried

four hundred and fifty marines. After reducing

the pirates, they demanded that the perpetrators of

the former outrage be delivered up, or the villages

would be burned and destroyed. The overtures

were made in the morning and were to be met by

noon of the same day, but upon refusal the vil-

lages were all destroyed. After this incident the

"John Adams" made a complete tour of the globe,

visiting many points of interest, among which

were the ruins of Herculaneum and Pompeii, and

finally landed in New York City after four years

on the high seas.

Some time after his return to the United States

John Fitzgerald went on two cruises to the north-

ern seas, on a whaling-vessel, which occupied

four years more, making in all eight years that he

spent on the ocean. At the expiration of that

time he began to work again at the carpenter's and

joiner's trade, in New York City, where he re-
*

remained two years. His marriage occurred in

New York, October 2, 1844, to Miss Gratia, daugh-

ter of Solomon and Irene (Scoville) Finn. In

1846 he removed to Benton, Lackawanna County,

where he engaged in contracting and building for

a number of years. During the latter part of his

life, however, he was practically retired. He died

in Benton, November 27, 1873, and was buried

there. Politically he was a Democrat, and took a

deep interest in the success of his party. In his

religious belief he was a Baptist, and an earnest

worker in the church. He was the father of four

children: Thomas, Charles J., S. B. and Mary E.

The subject of this sketch was born and reared

in Benton Township, Lackawanna County, and re-

ceived his education in the public schools of that

locality. In his youth he learned the trade of car-

penter and joiner, at which he continued until

1887. He then came to Pen Argyl and formed a

partnership with his brother, S. B., in the planing-

mill, lumber and contracting business. At the end

of four years this partnership was dissolved, and a

new one was formed, under the firm name of Fitz-
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gerald, Speer & Buzzard, and the business is at

present conducted under that name.

February 20, 1870, Mr. Fitzgerald was united in

marriage with Miss Emma, a daughter of Charles

Hayden, of Scranton, Pa. This union has been

blessed by the birth of two children : Bertha, the

wife of Clifford Palmer, of Pen Argyl; and Orella,

who is attending school. In politics our subject is

a Democrat, and takes an active interest in the

success of his party. He has served as Burgess of

Pen Argyl, and also as Committeeman from his

district. While in Lackawanna County he was a

member of the School Board for nine years. So-

cially he is identified with Pen Argyl Lodge No.

554, F. & A. M., and was formerly a member of the

Knights of the Golden Eagle and the Improved

Order of Red Men.

JOHN A. FENSTERMACHER, Chief of Police

of South Bethlehem, is the oldest police offi-

cer in the place, and is well liked by every

one. He has always satisfactorily performed

his duties and has made a most efficient officer.

May 19, 1894, he went on a tour of inspection

with the Street Commissioners, and met with a

severe accident on account of the overturning of

a wagon. His injuries kept him confined to the

house for over three months. He was born in

Lower Nazareth, Northampton County, February

1, 1851, being a son of Jacob Fenstermacher,

a native of Moore Township. His grandfather,

whose Christian name was John, was also a native

of this county, where he engaged in farming,

though later he made a business of carpet-weaving
in Lower Nazareth. His death resulted from in-

juries received when over seventy-nine years of

age from falling down some steps in the darkness.

His father was a native of Germany, who settled

in this county in a very early day.

Our subject's father was a butcher and carpenter
by trade, and when he located in South Bethlehem
in 1858 there were scarcely any houses in the
place. He made a settlement on what was then

called the Philadelphia road, now known as Wyan-

dotte Street. He is still living, making his home

with his son John A., and is now nearly seventy

years old. His wife died in February, 1892. Her

maiden name was Elizabeth Rohn, and her birth

occurred in Lower Nazareth, of which place her

father, David Rohn, was also a native. He was

a farmer and also a carpenter, engaging in those

vocations until his death in 1857, at the age

of sixty-nine years.

John A., of this sketch, is the eldest of three sons

and four daughters who are living. His boyhood

was mainly passed in South Bethlehem, and for a

year he attended school in Seidersrille, later Beth-

lehem South, and now called South Bethlehem.

He continued his studies in the common school

until twelve years old, when for a year he was

bound out to a farmer. Afterward he served an

apprenticeship to a painter, with whom he re-

mained for three years, and in 1870 went to Phil-

adelphia, there working at his trade until the fol-

lowing year, when he returned to this place and

engaged in contract painting, building up a large

business arid having over forty men in his employ.

He took contracts in all the neighboring country

and the Lehigh Valley, but he was caught finan-

cially in the panic of 1874, though two years lat-

er he started in his trade again, and became finally

an employe of the Revolution Paint Company,

with whom he continued for nearly a year.

It was in 1879 that Mr. Fenstermacher entered

the public service as a policeman, serving faithfully

until 1884, when he was appointed by the City

Council to the position of Chief of Police, to

which post he has been reappointed every spring

since. From October, 1878, until the present time

he has been a constable, having been re-elected

every three years. Under his charge there are five

policemen, and the new quarters are in the Market-

house, which is fire-proof; in the basement are the

steel cages for prisoners. Our subject holds a

commission from the court as a society officer to

protect children from neglect and cruelty. He was

Health Officer until the new act went into force in

the spring of 1894.

In October, 1874, occurred the marriage of our

subject to Miss Catherine Doebele, who was born
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in New York City, and reared in South Bethlehem,

though her parents were natives of "Wurtemberg,

Germany. This worthy couple have five children:

Carrie, who is a clerk with Hoffman & Co.;

Frank, employed by the Lehigh Valley Railroad;

William, with the Bethlehem Silk Companj'; and

John, Katie and "Warren, at home. The residence

of the family is at No. 28 West Third Street, in the

heart of the town.

In 1882 Mr. Fenstermacher had charge of the

small-pox hospital in South Bethlehem, being stew-

ard during this, the third, epidemic. He took an

active part in stamping out the dread disease, which

was worse that year than it had ever been in this

locality. Fraternally he is a member of the Royal

Arcanum, being one of the founders of the lodge

in South Bethlehem, which started with nineteen

members, July 12, 1884, and now has enrolled over

two hundred persons. He has also affiliated with

the Heptasophs. In politics he supports the Dem-

ocratic party, and religiously holds to the ten-

ets of the Reformed Church.

E«*ai€i=

OWEN F. FATZINGER is senior member of

the firm of F. W. Wint & Co., who have a

planing-mill, and are dealers in lumber

and coal. The gentleman whose name heads this

article is a leading business man, and is thoroughly

acquainted with the lumber trade; he also takes

an active part in a number of local industries, and

in promoting many works of public improvement.

The paternal grandfather, George Fatzinger, was

an early settler in Hanover Township, Lehigh

County, where he was engaged in carrying on the

old homestead, which is still in possession of the

family, who have owned it for over one hundred

and fifty years, it being only two miles distant

from Catasauqua. He was a weaver by trade, and

lived to attain a good old age, both he and his

wife being buried at Shanesville. He was nearly

eighty years of age at the time of his death, and

was a devoted Lutheran. Our subject's father,

whose Christian name was Adam, was born in

Hanover Township, on the old farm, in 1790, and

early learned agricultural pursuits. For a time he

managed the homestead of one hundred and twenty-

seven acres, and also became the owner of two other

good farms. Beginning at the bottom, he steadily

progressed, becoming very well-to-do, and using

every effort to acquire a fortune. He cleared his

land and built a limekiln, where he burned lime for

fertilizing his farm, which increased its production

fifty-fold. He was a farmer of the most practi-

cal kind, and was active until shortly before his

death in 1880. His wife, formerly Polly Adams,

was born in the same locality, and was of Scotch

descent. Her death occurred in 1881, when about

eighty- seven years of age, and of their fourteen

children who grew to maturity only seven are

now living. They were faithful members of the

Lutheran Church, and sturdy, industrious people,

whose object in life was to promote the welfare of

their fellow-citizens, and to rear their children to

good and useful lives.

Born March 29, 1840, in Hanover Township,

Owen F., of this sketch, is the youngest of his

parents' large family. He was reared to agricult-

ural pursuits, and attended the common schools.

In 1862 he was a member of a regiment of Penn-

sylvania militia, being once called into service in

Maryland. In 1868 he took charge of the home

farm, operating about eighty acres of it, and then

turned his attention to the dairy and milk busi-

ness, supplying many of the inhabitants of Allen-

town.

In 1873 Mr. Fatzinger bought an interest in the

lumber district, and the following year located in

Catasauqua, since which time he has been a resi-

dent of this city, and active in its commercial en-

terprises. In 1891, on the death of John Williams,

he was elected his successor as Vice-President of

the National Bank of Catasauqua. He is also in-

terested and a Director in the Catasauqua Land

Company and the Bryden Horseshoe Company. As

one of the original members, he helped to found

the Unicorn Silk Mills. Being greatly in favor of

wetting this industry started in Catasauqua, he

volunteered to go to New York to secure it, the

result being that the property was leased for ten

years, and after that, owing to his influence with
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New York parties and others, he succeeded in estab-

lishing the works. The Directors have now been

paid up, and the mills are steadily gaining in trade

and reputation for fine goods

The F. W. Wint<& Co. lumber business has long

been a leading branch of the trade in this locality,

and the plant covers some two and a-half acres.

For convenience the yard is located near the canal,

and equipped with saw and planing mills, where all

kinds of dressed and undressed lumber used in

various buildings, etc., may be found, as well as

sash, doors and blinds. The works are run by

steam-power, and have improved mill machinery,

where as many as twenty hands are often employed.

In 1868 Mr. Fatzinger was married in Hanover

Township to Miss Savilla Wint, daughter of the old

pioneer, "William Wint, and sister of F. W., of the

firm of F. W. Wint & Co. Mr. and Mrs. Fatzinger

are members of the Lutheran Church, of which the

former is a Trustee. Socially he is connected with

Porter Lodge No. 268, F. & A. M.; Catasauqua

Chapter, R. A. M.; and Allen Commandery No.

20, K. T. Besides, he belongs to Lulu Temple

of the Mystic Shrine of Philadelphia, and with

his wife attended the Triennal Conclaves at Den-

ver, Colo., and Washington, D. C. On the question

of politics he votes with the Democratic party.

r EONARD PECKITT, Superintendent of

I Cy the Crane Iron Company, was born in

1860, in Yorkshire, England, near Thirsk,

at Charlton, Husthwaite. He is the eldest of nine

children comprising the family of Leonard F. and

Frances (Quickfall) Peckitt, residents of Yorkshire.

He received in youth splendid educational ad-

vantages, and was for some years a student in a

college in the northern part of his native shire,

where he took a special course in analytical chem-

istry. His studies were completed under the tute-

lage of Prof. W. F. Stock, at that time County
Analyst at Darlington, Durham County.

In June of 1882 Mr. Peckitt crossed the Atlan-

tic, and arriving in Philadelphia, Pa., was soon

afterward engaged by the Reading Iron Works as

their chemist. With that firm he remained until

their failure in April, 1886, when he spenta month

in the employ of the Allentown Iron Company as

chemist. Later he took charge of the laboratory of

the Crane Iron Company at Catasauqua and was

chemist for one year. In the fall of 1888 he was

chosen Assistant Superintendent, and at the same

time also took charge of the Edge Hill Furnace, in

Montgomery County, Pa., and the furnace of Ma-

cungie, Pa., both of which had been leased by the

Crane Iron Company.

In 1890 Mr. Peckitt was promoted to the posi-

tion of Superintendent of the Crane Iron Com-
pany, which he has since filled with credit to him-

self. The Crane furnaces are the oldest in the

Valley, having been started in 1838-39 with David

Thomas as Superintendent. To them belongs the

distinction of having been the first to manufacture

pig iron by the use of anthracite, or hard, coal.

From time to time the furnaces have been remod-

eled to keep pace with the improvements of mod-

ern time, and the plant is the largest as well as the

oldest in the valley. The four furnaces here have

a capacity of one hundred and thirty thousand tons

per annum. Those at Macungie and Edge Hill are

smaller, having a capacity of about fifty thousand

tons per year.

The Crane Iron Company also owns and oper-

ates the Catasauqua Water Works and supplies the

borough with water. During the past year (1893)

they put in at an immense cost new engines and

pumps and two large filters. The standpipe is

thirty-seven feet high and is situated on the Row-

ertown Road, at the highest point in the city, thus

affording excellent capacity and power. Tbey

supply three hundred and fifty thousand gallons

every twenty-four hours, but could readily furnish

twice that amount if necessary.

To facilitate the transportation of material the

company built tracks and side tracks, as well as the

bridge across the canaland river. They now use

four large and four narrow-gauge locomotives for

hauling their ore product, cinders and fuel. Dur-

ing busy seasons they employ over six hundred

hands. They have their own mines in several

counties of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, those in
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the former state being located in the counties of

Lehigh, Northampton and Berks. Their farms in

Cumberland County are rented, and they also own

several farms on which are valuable limestone

quarries. In smelting the ore they use two-thirds

anthracite coal and one-third coke. They manu-

facture all the different grades of pig iron, including

ordinary foundry iron, branded "Crane;" special,

branded "Castle;" ordinary Bessemer, branded

"Michigan;" and the basic iron used in steelworks,

branded "Pottstown."

In Reading, Pa., in 1889, Mr. Peckitt was united

in marriage with Miss H. M. Weidler, who was

born in that city. One child has blessed their

union, a son named Leonard Charlton. Mr. and

Mrs. Peckitt are members of the Episcopal Church

at Catasauqua, in which he is one of the Vestry-

men. In everything pertaining to the science of

chemistry he is deeply interested, and is a Fellow

of the Chemical Society of London, England, also

a member of the American Institute of Mining.

Doubtless in his special department no one in

Catasauqua is so well informed as he, and his

thorough knowledge of the iron industry enables

him to render most acceptable service to the Crane

Company. At the present time he is one of its

receivers, as during the panic of 1893 the failure

of many large steel works that were indebted to

the Crane Company crippled the resources of the

latter to such an extent that they went into the

hands of receivers. This, however, is but a tem-

porary arrangement, and with the return of pros-

perity to the country the matter will undoubtedly

be satisfactorily adjusted.

JOHN W. SEPP, who is engaged in the real-

estate and insurance business, and is also an

Alderman of Allentown, claims Germany as

the land of his birth. He was born in Hes-

se-Darmstdat, on the 6th of January, 1847, and is

a son of Adam and Catherine (Brown) Sepp. In

the autumn of 1847 his parents bade adieu to the

Fatherland, and, with their family, crossed the At-

lantic to America. They landed in New York
City, and thence made their way to Philadelphia,

Pa., where the father engaged in carriage-making

for a time. He was very successful in his under-

takings, and worked his way upward to a position

of affluence. He died at his summer home in Ham-
monton, N. J. His widow is still living, and is a

resident of Philadelphia.

The subject of this sketch is the youngest of a

family of four children, three sons and a daughter,

of whom three are yet living. His education was

acquired in the public schools of Philadelphia, and

when his school life was ended he learned the

trade of painting and paper-hanging, whiclrhe con-

tinued until 1872. He then began clerking in the

stationery store of John W. Ochs, in whose employ

he remained for five years. In 1877 he turned his

attention to the real-estate and insurance business,

which he has followed up to the present time. He
represents a number of leading American and Eng-

lish insurance companies, and is meeting with good

success in this undertaking.

In 1864 Mr. Sepp was united in marriage with

Miss Elizabeth Storch, of Allentown, daughter of

Peter Storch. In 1877 he was elected Alderman

of the city from the Fifth Ward, and has served

in that position continuously since, covering a

period of eighteen consecutive years. This fact

certainly indicates his fidelity to duty and the

confidence and trust reposed in him by his fellow-

townsmen. In politics he is a stanch supporter of

Democratic principles.

Besides the interests already mentioned, Mr.

Sepp has been connected with various other busi-

ness concerns. He is a member of the firm of Rich-

ard H. Krall & Co.. of Allentown, Mr. Krall being

the husband of his only daughter, Margaret F.

Mr. Sepp is also Secretary of and a stockholder in

the Central Market Company of Allentown. He

is connected with the Lehigh Liberty Fire Com-

pany, which was organized in 1869, and became

its first President. He is a member of the Liberty

Beneficial Association, and of the Lehigh Sanger-

bundt. Socially he belongs to Lehigh Lodge No.

83, I. 0. 0. F., is also a member of Livingston

Castle, Knights of the Golden Eagle, and St. Mary

Commandery, being Captain on the brigade staff
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of the latter. He is Chairman of the Hanover

Toboggan Company, Limited, and the Laury To-

boggan Company, Limited. A prominent citizen,

widely and favorably known, he has the confidence

and warm regard of all with whom business or so-

cial relations have brought him in contact.

!MM©>•— *

RICHARD CAFFREY, a well known resi-

dent of South Bethlehem, is one of the

oldest men in the service of the Lehigh

Valley Railroad, and has made a success of his

chosen occupation, that of railroading, in which he

has been engaged in one capacity or another for

about forty years. The position he now holds is

that of General Roadmaster of the whole system

of the Lehigh Valley Railroad.

A native of the Emerald Isle, Mr. Caffrey was

born in County Meath in 1837, being a son of

John and Mary (Gibney) Caffrey, likewise natives

of Ireland. The father, who was a farmer by oc-

cupation, brought his family to America in 1846,

and settling in Easton took a position at the iron

works of Cooper & Hewitt at Philipsburg. Dur-

ing his later years he was in the empl6y of the

New Jersey Central and Lehigh Valley Railroads

as section foreman. He departed this life in Phil-

ipsburg at the ripe age of seventy-two years. His

wife, who is now over eighty-two years of age, is

still living, her home being in Philipsburg. Of
their three children, who are all living, our sub-

ject is the only son.

The early years of Richard Caffrey were passed

in his native land, and when nine years of age he
came to the New World, attending the schools at

Philipsburg and Easton. In 1853 he entered the
employ of the New Jersey Central Railroad, and
two years later became track foreman in the con-
struction of the Lehigh Valley Railroad. On the
completion of the same he was section foreman on
the Lehigh Division for nine years. For the suc-
ceeding ten years he was Roadmaster of the Penn
Haven & White Haven Division, after which he
occupied a similar post on the Wyoming & Lehigh

Division for fifteen years. For the next five

years Mr. Caffrey was Roadmaster of the same di-

visions, and also of the New Jersey Division, when

the title of Roadmaster was changed to Supervisor,

during the lease to the Reading Company. Mr.

Caffrey is a member of the Roadmasters' Associa-

tion of America, and has attended several of their

meetings. In 1889, when they met in Denver, he

was a member of the Executive Committee, and

has taken a very active part in the work of the or-

ganization, being a member of several committees.

From 1864 to 1891 Mr. Caffrey made his home
at White Haven, and for several terms during that

period was City Councilman, and also served as

Auditor. His present home is at No. 232 Packer

Avenue, South Bethlehem. He was married at

Eckley to Eliza McAsy, who is also a native of

Ireland, and to them have been born eight chil-

dren, namely: Mary, Annie, John, Julia, Lauretta,

Lucy, Nellie and Josephine. Mary is the wife of

T. F. Lawless, of Kingston, Pa., and John, the

eldest son, is a druggist in Philadelphia. In poli-

tics Mr. Caffrey deposits his vote in favor of the

Democratic party, and he and his family are mem-

bers of the Church of the Holy Infancy.

§5+^=

JESSE LA BAR, of Slatington, is a dealer in

fancy and staple groceries, conducts a gen-

eral insurance business, and is also a dealer

in all kinds of slate. In many of the city

enterprises and business industries he has taken

active part, showing that he has her welfare at

heart. The birth of Mr. La Bar occurred in North-

ampton County November 29, 1835; he is the son

of George R. La Bar, who is now a resident of

Northampton County, Pa., having attained the

good old age of ninety years. During his active

life he followed agricultural pursuits in Monroe

County, near the city of Stroudsburg. His father,

who bore the Christian name of Henry, was also a

native of this county, and passed from the scenes

of labor in 1862, having also reached advanced

years, being at the time of his death in his ninety-
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fifth year. The La Bar family have for many gen-

erations been prominent in the history and devel-

opment of this region, having emigrated to the

Keystone State from France, of which country

they were originally natives. The mother of our

subject, also a native of this county, bore the

maiden name of Mary Long, her father being

Major Long.

While Jesse La Bar was but an infant, his par-

ents removed to Monroe County, where they set-

tled on a farm near Stroudsburg. The educational

privileges of our subject were very meager, but he

made the best of his opportunities, and is largely

self educated. In 1848 the family removed to

Lehigh County, settling at Slatedale. Here the

father engaged in the slate business, being one of

the pioneer slate operators of Lehigh County, and

continuing in that line of enterprise until 1861.

When a lad of only thirteen years, Jesse La Bar be-

gan working in his father's slate quarry, where he

obtained a practical knowledge of slate mining in

its many details. Later he became superintendent

of large slate interests, conducting the manufacture

of various kinds of slate until 1880, since which

time he has been engaged in dealing in the com-

modity, buying and selling in large and small

quantities. Being of an inventive turn of mind,

he patented a school slate in 1865, the sales of

which have been extensive, particularly in the

large cities of Philadelphia, Baltimore, Jersey

City, Brooklyn, Newark, New York and other

cities. This slate is still used largely in many
states, and has brought to the owner a considera-

ble income. He it was who introduced the slate

blackboards in Ohio, as he sold the first used in

that state in 1874. For many years he traveled

almost continuously through the central and east-

ern states.

Responding to his country's call for assistance,

Mr. La Bar in August, 1861, donned the blue and

enlisted in the Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Infan-

try, commanded by Colonel Geary. As he was a

member of the regiment band, at the end of a

year's service he was honorably discharged by the

act which dispensed with all regimental bands.

During his service he participated in a number of

engagements, and was always found faithful to the

trust reposed in him. On his return from thearmy
he at once resumed business, and in 1869 started in

the insurance line, in which, with his other enter-

prises, he has been successful. In 1890 he estab-

lished his present grocery business, and carries a

large and complete stock.

In January, 1856, was celebrated the marriage

of Mr. La Bar and Miss Permila Showeriskey, whose

birth took place in Reading, Pa. Three daughters

and two sons were born of this union. Laura is

the wife of Dr. D. W. Stroup, of Shenandoah, Pa.;

Emma became the wife of Joseph Pfaff, of Slating-

ton, and Howard is assistant to the engineer of

the Belvidere Delaware Division of the Pennsyl-

vania Railroad. The eldest daughter, Lillian, and

the youngest son, Robert, died in infancy. The
parents are devoted members of the Presbyterian

Church, and have the friendship and esteem of

all who have the pleasure of their acquaintance.

Our subject is a member of Lodge No. 216, O. U.

A. M., having been one of the charter members of

the same. He also belongs to Slatington Lodge

No. 440, F. & A. M., and politically is a Repub-

lican. For a number of years he served on the

City Council, and has also been a member of the

School Board, taking an interested part in works

of public improvement.

((g). Mm* .@)
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J7> DWARD LEISENRING, the subject of

n^ C\ this sketch, is a man of much influence in

his community, being highly respected,

and possessed of sound judgment in public affairs,

as well as in matters relating to the farm. He is

at present residing near Whitehall, and was born

in this county, April 11, 1824.

Conrad and Lidia (Rhoades) Leisenring, the par-

ents of our subject, were also natives of this coun-

ty. The paternal great-grandfather, John Conrad

Leisenring, was the first of the family to emigrate

from Saxony to America. On arriving he located

on the farm which is now owned and occupied by
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our subject, and was classed among the well-to-do

pioneers of the Lehigh Valley. The grandfather,

Conrad Leisenring, served in the Revolutionary

War as a teamster.

Our subject was reared to man's estate in his

native county, and received his education in

both the subscription and free schools. He has fol-

lowed agricultural pursuits his entire life. When
ready to establish a home of his own, he was mar-

ried, in 1875, to Miss Mary Gross, a native of

Northampton County, this state. Their union has

been blessed by the birth of one son, Charles C.

In his political relations our subject is a strong

Republican. He is a man of unassuming manner,

honest in all his dealings with his fellow-men, and
an industrious, hard-working farmer. In religious

affairs he is a devoted member of the German
Lutheran Church.

The parental family of our subject included

eleven children, of whom the following-named still

survive: Reuben; Edward; Salinda, now Mrs.

George Daniel; Appolonia, Mrs. Henry Laury;
and Amelia, now Mrs. Reuben Steckel. The eldest

brother was born July 7, 1824, and, like the other

members of the family, has spent his entire life in

his native state. When twenty years of age he
went to Mauch Chunk, this state, where he engaged
as a clerk in the mercantile establishment of his

uncle, John Leisenring, with whom he remained
foratime. In the fall of 1854 he went to Luzerne
County, and engaged as head clerk and paymaster
in the coal mines of Sharpe, Leisenring & Co., who
were the founders of Eckley, and gave employ-
ment in their mines to about four hundred men.
Reuben Leisenring remained with them for about
eighteen years, but in 1878 he removed to Harleigh,
the same county, where he is at present living, and
engaged as head clerk and paymaster in the coal
mines of W. S. Kemmerev & Co. This brother of
our subject is very prominent in that place, and
has been Postmaster of Harleigh for a number of
years. He has been identified with the Republican
party since its organization, and religiously is a
member of the Lutheran Church. He has been an
eye-witness of the marvellous development of this
county, especially in the coalfields, and remem-
bers the time when the site of Eckley was a vast

wilderness. He has taken a deep interest in mat-

ters of improvement in his township, and has

earned all his possessions by his own exertions,

having always been energetic and industrious.

-=--^m>^r<mF^^-

JAMES L. MARSTELLER, attorney-aMaw at

Allentown. A lifetime spent in pursuing

one calling will almost certainly result in

substantial success, especially if energy and

perseverance are applied, and this maxim is exem-

plified in the case of Mr. Marsteller, who has given

the study of law his chief time and attention.

Samuel A. Marsteller, the father of our subject,

was a native of Lehigh County, this state, and

during his active career was a prominent iron

merchant in Allentown. He departed this life in

1879, at the age of fifty-seven. His father, the

grandfather of our subject, also bore the name of

Samuel, and was a native of Northampton County.

The Marsteller family came originally from Ger-

many, the first representatives having come to this

country as early as 1740, and with the Palatines

made a settlement in the Keystone State.

Our subject's mother, who was known in maid-

enhood as Miss Leah Lazarus, was also a native of

this county and is residing at the present time in

Allentown. She has attained the age of sixty-

three years. Her father, Jacob Lazarus, was a

prominent farmer in this locality, and lived to

reach his eighty-sixth 3'ear.

James L. Marsteller was born September 27,

1849, in South Whitehall Township, Lehigh Coun-
ty, where he spent his boyhood days and received

a good education in the public schools. Later he

attended the Allentown Academy for two years,

after which he became a student in Muhlenberg

College, where he prosecuted his studies vigor-

ously for some time. In 1870 he taught school in

Crawford County, Ohio, and after returning home
at the end of the year was similarly engaged for

one term in Lehigh County.

In 1872 our subject accepted a position with the

Central Railroad of New Jersey as shop clerk, be-
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ing situated first at Mauch Chunk and later at

Wilkes Barre. While thus employed he devoted

every spare moment to the reading of law, and on

the 1st of September, 1877, entered the office of

Hon. Edwin Albright as a student at law. Sep-

tember 1, 1879, he was admitted to the Bar in

Allentown, which city bas since been the scene of

his operations. Mr. Marsteller, who is enterpris-

ing and ambitious, has become a power in his

profession and takes a high place among the law-

yers of this county. He is deeply interested in all

matters pertaining to local and national welfare

and at all times votes the Republican ticket.

In February, 1887, Mr. Marsteller was elected to

represent the Second Ward in the City Council for

a term of two years. He has been a delegate to

the various conventions of his party, and in social

matters is a member of Lochawonk Tribe No. 201,

I. O.R. M. He is recognized as a man of extended

influence, and one who enjoys the esteem of hosts

of friends. He resides at No. 407 North Seventh

Street, Allentown.

=§>^£-<P^-i-

PRESTON E. STEM, M. D., who stands high

in his profession in South Bethlehem, has

been engaged in practice here since Jan-

uary, 1890. The Doctor was born in Coplay, Pa.,

July 2, 1856, being a son of George H. Stem, of

Stemton, Northampton County. His grandfather,

Samuel, was a farmer in Cherryville until he re-

tired from active work, when he removed to Stem-

ton, and there in later years died. The family is

of Scotch descent, and its members have been

strong adherents of the Reformed Church.

George H. Stem was a carpenter by trade, and

was thus engaged while a resident of Coplay. In

1867 he located on the site of Stemton, and started

the car shops known as the Stem Car Manufactory.

Afterwards he formed, with ^two other partners,

the firm of George H. Stem & Co. Later, with H.

H. Fisher, C. W. Cooper and B. E. Lehman, he

formed the Lehigh Car Manufacturing Company,

in which he was. Superintendent, and succeeded in

building up an extensive business. In 1886 C. W.
Cooper, the Treasurer, and H. H. Fisher, the Pres-

ident, of the firm died, and with other reverses the

firm failed. It was then merged into the Lehigh

Valley Car Manufacturing Company, and of this

concern Mr. Stem was also Superintendent until

he retired from active business. His home is still

in Stemton, which he laid out and started, it being

named in his honor. In politics he has always been

a stanch Democrat, and religiously is connected

with the Reformed Church. His wife, C. Eliza-

beth Moyer, was born in East Allen Township, and

became the mother of five children.

Dr. Stem was born in Coplay, and there lived

until he was twelve years old. He then accom-

panied his parents to Stemton, and attended the

public schools of that place until 1869, when he

entered the preparatory department of Muhlen-

berg College. In 1873 he left that institution and

entered the Sophomore class at Franklin and Marsh-

all College, at Lancaster, Pa., from which he was

graduated in 1876 with the degree of Bachelor of

Arts. In the fall of 1876 he commenced to read

medicine with Dr. V. G. Huebner, of Coplay, and

shortly afterward entered the medical department

of the University of Pennsylvania, from which he

was graduated in 1880 with the degree of Doctor

of Medicine. His former preceptor having died,

he was sent for to take his place, and he continued

there until 1886, when, on account of ill health, he

relinquished his practice. In 1887 he engaged in

the drug business in Allentown, buying out the

firm of Hartzell Bros., and forming the firm of

Heiberger & Stem.

In the spring of 1889 Dr. Stem sold out his in-

terest in the drug business in Allentown, and in

January, 1890, he came back to his first love—the

practice of medicine—and located his office at No.

420 Broad Street, South Bethlehem, where he has

succeeded in building up an extensive and lucrative

practice. He is a stockholder in the South Beth-

lehem Building and Loan Association, and is con-

fident that the town has a great future in store.

While at Coplay he was Burgess for some years,

and also Treasurer and a member of the Council. In

politics he supports the Democratic party. Fra-

ternally he is a Mason, being Past Master of Porter
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Lodge No.' 284, F. & A. M., of Catasauqua; and

belongs to the Roj'al Arch Masons of Allen town,

and Allen Commandery of that place. Moreover,

he Is a Knight of Pythias, and belongs to the or-

der of the Golden Eagle.

In 1881 the Doctor was married in Bethlehem to

Miss Otillia I., daughter of Dr. L. H. Lawall, who

was born in this town. He is a member of the

Reformed Church of South Bethlehem, the Doctor's

wife belonging to the Moravian Church of Bethle-

hem. They are estimable people, and have the

love and respect of all who have the pleasure of

their acquaintance.

J
WILLIAM LATTIG is one of the most

practical electricians of the Lehigh Valley,

and is now Superintendent of the telegraph

and electrical apparatus belonging to the

Lehigh Valley Railroad. This is a very important

position, as he has charge of work on the Lehigh

Valley and branch railroads, the superintendence

of about four hundred and fifty telegraph opera-

tors, linemen and other employes in the electrical

department, and has charge of the plans and in-

creasing business in his department, which includes

all automatic electric train signals, telephones, elec-

tric lights, etc.

A native of Easton, Mr. Lattig was born May
14, 1854, and in that city his grandfather, Jacob
Lattig, was also born. The latter was a carpenter

and builder during his active life, later becoming
a farmer on land adjoining the city, in Williams
Township. In old age he retired, making his home
in Easton until his death. He was of German de-

scent, his father having been a native of the Fath-
erland. Aaron P., the father of J. W., was also

born in Easton, and by trade was a carpenter. He
afterward became an employe of the Lehigh Valley
Railroad in construction work. For some years
thereafter he was train dispatcher for the same com-
pany at Delano, until 1873, when he turned his

attention to the coal business in Easton for a time,

and in 1875 was engaged in business in Freeport,

111. Subsequently he was employed in running

a farm, and then engaged in city teaming. Dur-

ing the Civil War he was a member of Company

B, One Hundred and Fifty-first-Pennsylvania Regi-

ment, enlisting for three years, and during the lat-

ter part of the time was detailed in the Quarter-

master's department, as Wagonmaster. After the

war he became interested in the Grand Army of

the Republic; in religion he is a member of the

Reformed Church. Our subject's mother, Harriet

(Randolph) Lattig, was born in Easton and was of

the old Randolph stock of Brooklyn, N. Y. Her

father, William Randolph, was a shoemaker by

trade, and was retired from business for some years,

his death occurring at Easton.

J. W. Lattig, of this sketch, is the eldest of eleven

children, all but one of whom grew to maturity,

but he is the only one left in the Lehigh Valley.

Reared in Easton until 1864, he then went to De-

lano, attending the common schools until twelve

years of age. Then entering the employ of the

Lehigh Valley Railroad he worked as a water-boy

on a gravel train and at oiling cars, after which he

became messenger in the telegraph office, and there

picked up operating by the old-fashioned paper

system and was made operator at that point. About

eight months later he took up the present style,

and in time became one of the most expert opera-

tors in the valley. He served one year at the ma-

chinist trade, quitting that at the solicitation of

friends to re-engage in the telegraph field.

In 1873 Mr. Lattig was made dispatcher, taking

his father's place, in which he continued for six

months, resigning to accept the post of assistant

agent and day operator at Tunkhannock, Wyom-
ing County. From there he was transferred to

the dispatcher's office at Towanda, Pa., and in 1874

was again transferred to the General Superintend-

ent's office, at Bethlehem, as night operator. At the

end of a year he resigned, but was offered and ac-

cepted the post of chief operator at Mauch Chunk,

and soon after, in 1877, was made division opera-

tor. In 1879 the position of Superintendent of

Telegraphy, with headquarters at Mauch Chunk,

was tendered him, and this he accepted. It was in

1887 that he removed his office to Bethlehem, Pa.,

becoming with his familv a resident of his native
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place, Easton. In 1890 he became General Super-

intendent for the National Switch and Signal Com-

pany, traveling all over the United States. That

post he resigned in 1891, becoming General Super-

intendent of the Electric Secret Service Company

of New York, for whom he also traveled in all

parts of the United States.

In 1892 our subject returned to Easton as Elec-

trical Engineer for the National Switch and Sig-

nal Company, with which he had been formerly

employed, and in September, 1893, he returned to

the Lehigh Valley to take charge as Superintend-

ent of the telegraph and electrical apparatus of

the Lehigh Valley Railroad, the position he still oc-

cupies. In the spring of 1894 he removed his

family to West Bethlehem, building a good resi-

dence at No. 335 Broad Street. He is a member

of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers,

and active in the Association of Railway Telegraph

Superintendents, before which he has read papers.

He is the inventor of a number of railroad signal

appliances, one of which, the Automatic Electric

Semaphore, promises to All a wide field of useful-

ness.

In 1875 Mr. Lattig was married, in Easton, to

Miss Sallie, daughter of Traill Nungesser, a car-

penter of that place. Mrs. Lattig is a native of

Easton, where she was reared and educated, and to

herself and husband have been born six children,

four of whom are living:. Fannie, Irella, Charles

and Traill. The parents are .members of Grace

Lutheran Church of Bethlehem, and fraternally

Mr. Lattig is a member of the Royal Arcanum.

With his ballot he supports the principles and

nominees of the Prohibition party.

JACOB W. GRIM, a member of the firm of

Grim Bros., is engaged in the manufacture of

joining and building brick, having their

yards located near the tracks of the Lehigh

Valley Railroad in Allentown. They are doing a

large business, turning out twenty-five thousand

brick per day, and have furnished this material

for many of the finest buildings in the city, among
them being the New Market, the Electric Station,

the Blakesley Foundry Works, and numerous
fine residences. The plant is equipped with the

latest and best machinery, and they burn their

brick with anthracite coal. Their pressed brick,

however, is dried by steam, the house having a ca-

pacity of fifty thousand every twenty-four hours.

The subject of this sketch was born in this city

in 1858, and is the son of Peter K. Grim, also a

native of this county, his birth having occurred

January 20, 1829. The father is still living, and

makes his home in Allentown. The paternal grand-

father, David Grim, was born in Berks County,

this state, and served as a Colonel in Washington's

army during the Revolutionary War.

Our subject's mother, Mrs. Elizabeth (Mosser)

Grim, was born in this county in 1827, and resides

with her husband in Allentown. She was the

daughter of Jacob Mosser, a tanner by occupation,

who departed this life when in his seventy-ninth

year. The father of our subject was also engaged

as a tanner until 1881, when he retired from busi-

ness. Jacob W., of this sketch, attended the pub-

lic schools in this city, after which he took a course

in the business college. His first situation was as

bookkeeper in a leather store, and in the spring of

1877 he was placed in charge of the books of the

Allentown Tannery, owned by Mosser & Grim, the

latter being the father of our subject. He con-

tinued in that capacity until 1881, when the part-

nership was dissolved.

In 1882 Mr. Grim, in partnership with his

brother, Albert P., conducted a novelty store in

the city, and six years later they began the manu-

facture of brick, in which business they have been

successfully engaged to the present time. No-

vember 27, 1879, Mr. Grim and Miss Mary A. Miller

were united in marriage. The lady was the daugh-

ter of Henry Miller, of this city, and departed this

life January 8, 1884, leaving a daughter, Annie

M. In 1891 our subject chose as his second com-

panion Miss Agnes F. Miller, a sister of his former

wife. They are both members of St. Paul's Luth-

eran Church, and reside at No. 221 Lehigh Street.

Albert P. Grim, the junior member of the firm of

Grim Bros., was born in this city in 1860. Like
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his brother, lie received a good businesss educa-

tion, and by his excellent business management

has a fine trade. He was married, February 26,

1882, to Miss Tillie A. Hanch, also born in this

city, and the daughter of Raymond Hanch. To

them has been born a daughter, Florence. Albert

P. is a member of the Lutheran Church, to which

his wife also belongs. They occupy a handsome

residence at No. 214 Lehigh Street, where they are

surrounded with all the comforts of life.

J
DALLAS ERDMAN, M. D. Among the

prominent and skillful physicians and sur-

geons of Allentown our subject occupies a

high place. He is a native of this county,

and was born June 2, 1850, in Ruchsville. His

father, John Erdman, was likewise a native of this

section, and until his decease, in December, 1883,

followed farm pursuits.

The paternal grandfather of our subject, Jacob
Erdman, was born in Lehigh Countj' in 1763, and
was the son of John Erdman, a native of Ger-
many, who came from Hesse-Darmstadt to Amer-
ica in 1734, locating at that time in Centre Val-
ley, this county. The mother of our subject,

whose maiden name was Hannah Keck, was born
in this county, and was descended from Henry
Keck, the first of the family to come to America
from his native Germany. This was in 1732, and
when locating in this county he spent the re-

mainder of his life in farm pursuits. His sons
fought bravely in the Revolutionary War, and be-
came well-to-do in a financial way.

J. Dallas, of this sketch, was the youngest in his
parents' family of ten children, all of whom survive.
He spent his boyhood on his father's farm and
attended the district school until he was seventeen
years old, when he entered Muhlenberg College.
After prosecuting his studies there for a time, 'he
began reading medicine under the instruction of
Dr. William Erdman, his cousin. He afterward
took a course of lectures in the University of
Pennsylvania, from which he was graduated with
the Class of '72.

When looking around for a suitable location,

Dr. Erdman removed to Saegersville, where he

practiced for one year, and in 1873 removed to

Macungie. He made his home there until the

spring of 1888, the date of his removal to Allen-

town, where he has built up a large and lucrative

practice, and is now classed among the most skill-

ful of the profession in the county. He is a mem-
ber of the Lehigh County and the Pennsylvania

State Medical Societies, in both of which he takes

a leading part. He is interested in the success of

the Democratic party, and never fails to cast his

vote and influence in its behalf. The Masonic

order finds in him one of its most valued members,

he being connected with Lodge No. 326, in Trex-

lertown,and Allentown Lodge No. 90, K. of P.

He is a charter member of the Knights of the

Golden Eagle, and is also one of the original

members of the Ancient Order of Knights of the

Mystic Chain.

In 1876 the Doctor was married to Miss Maria,

daughter of Dr. William Kohler, and to them have

been born three children, viz.: Elsie, H. Guy and
Miriam. They are both members of the Reformed
Church, to the support of which they are liberal

contributors. They occupy a beautiful residence,

located at No. 27 South Eighth Street.

r~> DWIN H. ROMIG is proprietor of Romig's

I Cy Rolling Mill, which is located on Cedar

Creek, in South Whitehall Township. The

structure is built of stone, is three stories in height,

and 58x65 feet in dimensions. This mill was

built forty years ago by David Mertz, who oper-

ated it for over a quarter of a century. It was

subsequently owned by various other parties un-

til purchased by our subject. When it came into

his possession he made extensive improvements,

among the first of which was the adding of one

story to the mill. He then put in a full roller sys-

tem, which machinery was manufactured by Wolf

& Co., of Chambersburg, this state. Mr. Romig

turns out first-class custom and merchant work,

and gives employment to four men. He gives his

personal attention to the business, and manufact-
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ures each day fifty barrels of the best grade of

flour.

Edwin H. Romig has been engaged in the mill-

ing business principally since nineteen years of age.

He was born in this county, November 26, 1843,

and is a son of Jacob and Mary Romig, who were

also natives of this county. The first representa-

tives of the family in this country came from Ger-

many in an early day, and located in this section,

where they became well-to-do and respected citi-

zens.

He whose name heads this sketch pursued his

studies in the common schools near his home, and

remained upon his father's farm until he began

in the milling business, which he has carried on

ever since, with the exception of three years, when

he was "mine host" of the Dorney Hotel, in Dor-

neysville, this state. He was married in 1864 to

Miss Lydia N., daughter of John Dorney, now de-

ceased, and by their union they have become the

parents of four children: Augustus, Charles, Edwin

J. and Mary.

Our subject is a valued member of the Evangeli-

cal Church. He is a Republican in politics, and a

public-spirited and progressive man. He has been

very successful as a miller, and in all his business

operations has conducted himself in a most credit-

able manner. He is moderate in prices, prompt in

attending to orders, and is very popular in trade

and social circles. Besides the mill property Mr.

Romig is the proprietor of twenty acres of land,

and justly merits the large measure of success

achieved bv his skill and industry.

:*2»,l,«3*«2
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WILLIAM E. GARIS is one of the lead-

ing merchants of Easton, being pro-

prietor of the finest furniture establish-

ment in this place and manufacturer of the same.

He makes a specialty of church, store and bank

outfits, desks, office chairs, etc., and bar fixtures.

The Garis family have been noted for the past one

hundred and ten years and over for their skill as

cabinet-makers, and our subject is of the third

generation in direct descent of men who have

given the best years of their lives to this trade.

On the paternal side William E. Garis is of

23

French and Irish descent, while on the mother's

side he is of German ancestry. His grandfather,

Valentine Garis, had his home in "Williams Town-

ship for many j'ears, and died in South Easton.

His son, Samuel, our subject's father, was born in

Williams Township, and was an exceptionally fine

wood-carver, which business he followed until

about thirty years ago, when he became interested

in the general furniture trade in this city. For

twelve years he was actively in business, but he is

now practically retired. In local politics he is in-

dependent, while on national issues he votes with

the Democratic party. He is a member of the Lu-

theran Church, and for the past fifteen years has

made his home in Philadelphia. By his marriage

with Susan Eichman he had a family of ten

children, all but one of whom are living, namely:

William E., Irvin, Cornelius, Charles, Frank,

George, Mary, Elizabeth and Matilda. Helen is de-

ceased. Mary is the wife of Edward Hess, of

Camden, N. J. Elizabeth married Dr. C. Sommers,

of Philadelphia, in which city Matilda also has her

home. The maternal grandfather of these chil-

dren, William Eichman, was one of the leading

merchants and boat-owners of Easton in former

years.

The birth of our subject occurred in South East-

on, September 26, 1849, and here he received a

good public and private school education. In order

to become familiar with business methods he en-

tered Eastman's Business College at Poughkeepsie,

N. Y., thus laying the foundation for his subsequent

career. Upon completing his studies he learned

the furniture business, wood-carving, designing,

etc., after which he went into his father's store. At

the end of about six or eight years he embarked in

business for himself, and has certainly met with

great success in his enterprise. The furniture

turned out by his manufactory is of the most ar-

tistic and handsome designs. Some of their finest

effects are comprised in their elaborate carved

wood mantels, buffets, and large pieces of furni-

ture, the designs of which are very original and

exclusive.

In 1872 Mr. Garis was united in marriage with

Miss Ella L, daughter of Reuben P. Micke, a well

known citizen of Easton. To our worthy subject
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and his estimable wife have been born five daugh-

ters, the youngest of whom, Helen, has been called

by death from their home. The others in order of

their birth are named as follows: Nan, Rosa O,
Margaret E. and Florence C.

Mr. Garis is certainly in no sense a politician,

finding his time amply occupied in looking after

his extensive business affairs, but on questions of

national importance he sides with the Democratic

party. Religiously he is affiliated with the Luth-

eran denomination, being a member of the congre-

gation in this city. He is master of his business

in every detail and department, and gives his per-

sonal supervision to the work turned out by his

employes.

HON. HUGH E. CRILLY, formerly a mem-
ber of the State Legislature from this

county, claims Ireland as his native land,

having been born in 1852. He is the son of James
Crilly, who emigrated to America two years after his

son's birth, locating in Pennsylvania, in the city of

Allentown. His wife, prior to her marriage known
as Mary McDonald, was also born in the Emerald
Isle, and was a lady of great natural talent and
ability.

The original of this SKetch attended the public

schools of Catasauqua and this city until attaining
his fourteenth year, when he was obliged to make
his own living, and was variously employed until
becoming an employe in the rolling-mills of Allen-
town. There he obtained a practical knowledge
of the iron business in all its details and remained
until 1873. That year he began contracting for
buildings and sewers, in which business his father
was engaged. In the spring of 1891 Mr. Crilly
was given the contract for grading the roadbed
and laying the track of the Allentown & Bethle-
hem Rapid Transit Railroad, the greater portion
of which was completed the same year. The fol-
lowing year he built the South Bethlehem branch,
having in his employ at the time between two
hundred and three hundred men. He also built a
road for the same company running from Allen-

town to Catasauqua, and in every piece of work-

manship gave entire satisfaction.

Mr. Crilly has constructed many bridges in Le-

high County, and has just recently completed a

viaduct for the new electric road known as the

Lehigh Traction Company. He is a stockholder

in the Allentown & Bethlehem Rapid Transit

Company, and has also been instrumental in induc-

ing many large factories to locate in this city. In

the fall of 1884 he was elected to represent this

county in the legislature, serving a term of two
years, and in 1886 was re-elected to the same posi-

tion. During the first session he introduced a bill

prohibiting the publication and sale of immoral

literature, and had the satisfaction of having it

passed, the law going into effect in July, 1885-

Mr. Crilly is a member of the Board of Trade, of

which he is one of the organizers, and in politics

votes with the Democratic party.

May 12, 1887, our subject was united in mar-

riage with Miss Mary Cannon, a native of Ireland,

who came to America with her grandfather when
quite young. They became the parents of a daugh-

ter, Mary, who is now deceased. They are both

members of the Catholic Church, and are people

who move in the best circles of society in the city.

_m&mimHmimHmti&s

FRANCIS WEISS is one of the trustees of

his father's estate, and is a popular young

man in the business and social circles of

Bethlehem. He was born in Summit Hill, March

17, 1854, and was reared in Eckley, where he at-

tended a private school, and assisted his father in

running the mines. In 1870 he came to Bethle-

hem, being a student in Charles Schwartz's school,

and also in the Moravian Parochial School. With

his father, Francis Weiss, he then became interested

in the Lehigh Manufacturing Company, and con-

tinued in that business for some eight or ten years,

or until after his father's death, when he closed

out his connection with the concern. His next

business venture was in starting a foundry facing

mill at Bloomsbury, N. J., where he remained
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for two years, thence removing to Freemansburg,

where he built a new mill, running by water-power,

and continued manufacturing foundry facings.

By means of a wire cable, he utilized the water-

power from the dam built by his father one hun-

dred and fifty feet distant from his mill. This mill

he continued to run until 1893, the estate now
owning both mills.

Mr. Weiss owns a farm of sixty acres two and

one-eighth miles from Bethlehem, which he is now
devoting to the raising of poultry on a large

scale. This is becoming known as one of the finest

chicken farms in the country, and is built in a

most substantial manner, thousands of dollars

having been invested in improvements. Many-

buildings have been erected, an incubator house,

twenty-six combination houses for colonizing the

fowls, and a large brooding house being among the

number. It is the intention of the proprietor to

make a specialty of the finest standard fowls of

the best breeds. In connection therewith he has

an immense pigeon wire flight, with a capacity

for five thousand pigeons, and also has lofts erected

for their convenience. On his farm adjoining is

raised the food necessary for his many thousands

of fowls, and thereon are located artesian wells,

plenty of pumps, and all modern conveniences.

Besides he is interested in horses, owning "Joe

Diamond," a fine saddle-horse, and "Freedom,"

of Wilkes breed. Mr. Weiss is a member of the

Gentlemen's Driving Club of Bethlehem.

In Bethlehem, June 15, 1881, our subject mar-

ried Miss Ida J. Whittaker, a native of Phcanix-

ville, Pa. Her father, George W:, was President

of the Saucon Iron Company, being one of the

largest iron merchants in the state. Later he re-

moved to Delaware, and died in Philadelphia. He

was always in the iron industry, being one of the

first manufacturers of this commodity. Mrs. Weiss

was called from this life in 1890.

As one of the trustees and executors for bis

father's estate, representing the same in all the

different enterprises, Mr. Weiss is noted for his

honorable and business-like methods, and for the

fidelity with which he has discharged his duties.

He is attorney for his mother, and is a Director in

the Lehigh Valley National Bank, The Republi-

can party finds in him a stanch supporter, and

he is Junior Warden and Vestryman of Trinity

Episcopal Church. As a stockholder he is inter-

ested in the Bethlehem Fair and Driving Park As-

sociation, and is a prominent factor in all local en-

terprises.

. gggp .

THOMAS KERN, an active business man of

Slatington, is the proprietor of one of the

local industries of the place, the Slating-

ton Wood-working Mill and Lumber Yard, and

supports other local enterprises. For one term he

served as Burgess of Slatington, and has also been

a member of the Council and one of the School

Board.

John G. Kern, the father of our subject, who was

a farmer by occupation, and a native of this county,

died in 1861. His father, George Kern, was a de-

fendant of early pioneers of this portion of Penn-

sylvania, his ancestors having at an early day

emigrated from Germany, and as early as 1738

located on the present site of Slatington. The

wife of John G. Kern was formerly Margaret Wert,

who was also born in Lehigh County.

The birth of Thomas Kern occurred October 26,

1839, in this county, and his education was ob-

tained in the district schools near his father's

farm, where he continued to reside until arriving

at man's estate. In 1868 he removed to this city,

and the following year he formed a partnership

with Mr. Berbemeyer, under the firm name of

Berbemeyer & Kern, which connection continued

to exist for two years. On the expiration of that

time Mr. Kern bought out the entire interest in

the lumber business, which he has successfully

conducted up to the present time. In 1887 he

purchased a planing-mill at this place, which is

located on the Lehigh Valley Railroad, and is

fully equipped with all the latest improved ma-

chinery for turning out everything in the line

of dressed lumber, siding, sash, door and blinds,

mouldings and other planing-mill work. Orders

placed with this firm may be relied upon to be

promptly and carefully filled, and are sure to meet
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the entire satisfaction of customers. He is also in-

terested in the slate lands and the development of

the extensive slate quarries in the vicinity of this

place, and, in short, is a warm advocate of all

measures tending to develop local industry.

Socially Mr. Kern is a member of Slatingtou

Lodge No. 440, F. & A. M.; Slatington Lodge

No. 634, 1. O.O. P., and also belongs to the Senior

Mechanics. In politics he votes with the Repub-

lican party, and is a loyal citizen.

In December, 1859, Mr. Kern married the lady

who presides over his pleasant home, Miss Amanda
Kern, of Lehigh County. Her father, Thomas
Kern, is still a resident of Washington Township.

To Mr. and Mrs. Kern six sons and three daugh-

ters have been born: Clara, wife of A. P. Neff, of

Slatington; Robert S.; Alvin J., M. D.; William

H., who is Cashier of the Whitehaven Savings

Bank, at Whitehaven; Frank, a resident of Phila-

delphia$ Richard E., who is in business with his

father; Ellen J., Lillian and George. The parents

are members of the Reformed Church, and have

the good-will and high esteem of all who have the

pleasure of their acquaintance.

JAMES W. FULLER, President of the Cata-

sauqua Manufacturing Company, and gen-

eral manager and owner of a half-interest

in the Lehigh Car Wheel and Axle Works,
at Fullerton, is widely known in the Lehigh Val-

ley. Although it is often said that it is scarcely

safe to judge of a man until his life career shall

have closed, yet Mr. Fuller has thus far acted his

part so well in the business world that he may
confidently be expected to add still further to the
credit already belonging to the commonwealth of
Pennsylvania as one of the most important manu-
facturing states of the Union.

The biography of one who, through unaided ex-
ertions, has risen from an humble position in boy-
hood to a foremost rank among the wealthy and
influential business men of his community, will

possess more than ordinary interest for our readers.

Tracing the ancestry of Mr. Fuller, we find that he

is of distinguished lineage, his ancestors having

been among the original settlers of the far-famed

Plymouth Rock. Both his grandfather, Chauncy

D., and father, J. W., were born in New England,

and the former, coming to Pennsylvania some

years after his marriage, continued to reside in Le-

high Count}- until his death. The latter, who was

a young man at the time of seeking a home here,

engaged in business at Catasauqua until his death

at the age of fifty-two.

The mother of our subject, who still resides in

Catasauqua, was born in Lehigh County, and bore

the maiden name of Clarissa Miller. Her father,

Henry Miller, was of German descent, and for

some years resided in Philadelphia, afterward set-

tling upon a farm in this county. James W., who
is the next to the eldest of five children, was born

in Catasauqua in 1845, and has throughout his en-

tire life known no other home than the city of

his birth. After having conducted his studies in

the schools of this place, he was a student in the

academies at Weaversville, Norristown and King-

ston, Pa., and there gained the practical knowl-

edge that fitted him for a successful business life.

When Mr. Fuller was approaching manhood, the

dark clouds of the Rebellion were falling over the

nation. His patriotic spirit was fired, and so great

was his ardor in the Union cause that in 1863, at

the age of eighteen, he enlisted with the boys in

blue. He was at first a private in Company I,

Forty-seventh Pennsylvania Infantry, and as such

was mustered into the service at Harrisburg, march-

ing from that city to the Potomac River. Meri-

torious conduct secured his promotion to Sergeant,

and later to Adjutant. On account of illness, he

was honorably discharged from the army, and re-

turned to his home.

For the next three years Mr. Fuller was sales-

man in a Philadelphia house, and in 1868 he re-

turned to Catasauqua, where he organized the Mc-

Kee, Fuller & Company Car Wheel Works, and

opened a factory at Fullerton. Some years later

the firm bought out the bankrupt concern of Fred-

rick & Co., and about the same time built a forge.

Since then the factory has been known as the Le-

high Car Wheel and Axle Works. The plant covers
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about ten acres, and during the busy seasons em-

ployment is furnished to about fourteen hundred

men, while the products are valued at $350,000 to

$380,000 per month.

When the works were established, their capacity

was but fifteen wheels per day, but from time to

time, through the introduction of the most modern

improvements and latest machinery, the capacity

has been increased to about three hundred wheels

a day. The wheels made are the ordinary cast-

iron chilled wheel, and a steel tired wheel designed

by Mr. Fuller some years ago, and since perfected,

so that they are now the best of their kind in the

country. From one car they have now increased

to twenty, and during busy times they use in the

different departments eighty or a hundred tons of

wrought iron and over one hundred tons of cast

iron per day. In the ordinary cars there are about

one and one-half tons of cast iron and three and

one-half tons of wrought iron, outside of the

wheels, which have two and one-half tons.

The building originally occupied by the com-

pany was 50x80 feet in dimensions, which was

afterward extended to two hundred and eight

feet. Upon the failure of Fredrick & Co., their

building, 50x200 feet, was purchased, with an ad-

joining building, 50x50. The building was later

increased to 50x420, and a new structure erected,

80x140, which now forms the car shops. The

building, 50x50, was increased to 290x50, with an

addition 60x35, another wing 30x80, and a black-

smith and machine shop 50x80. Somewhat later

the car-wheel department was improved by the

erection of a machine shop, 80x80, with a wing

32x50. The next improvement was the building

of a forge with two large steam hammers, and not

long afterward the value of the property was in-

creased by the purchase of a building 500x112,

utilized as a paint shop.

Railroad tracks three miles in length extend

around the works, enhancing the facilities for the

reception of raw material and transportation of

products. In addition to the buildings already

named, there is a boiler house with four boilers,

that furnish power for the car department; also a

carpenter shop, 24x62 feet, and two standpipes.

One of these is used for oil, which is pumped into

the standpipe every morning and let out again at

night, the tank holding a sufficient amount for a

day's supply.

The town of Fullerton was laid out by Mr. Fuller

in 1870, and was named in his honor. The works

of which he is manager, and in the success of which

he is largely interested, do an immense business,

and their products are larger than those of all

the factories in Catasauqua combined. Until re-

cently he and Mr. McKee were the sole propri-

etors, but four other gentlemen now own an inter-

est in the concern. While they have met with

some misfortunes, including the burning out of the

forge on two occasions, in the main the history of

the Lehigh Car Wheel and Axle Works is one of

unexampled prosperity, and their entire losses ag-

gregate not more than $15,000 since the firm was

organized.

While Mr. Fuller has devoted his time, ability

and energy largely to the enterprise above men-

tioned, he has not done so to the entire exclusion

of other interests. He is the President of the Cat-

asauqua Manufacturing Company, which possesses

four roller-mills in Fullerton and Catasauqua. He
is also a Director in many corporations, includ-

ing the Thomas Iron Company, which operates

twelve furnaces; the Wahnetah Silk Mill, in Cata-

sauqua, in the organization of which he assisted;

the Lehigh Valley Trust Company, of Allentown;

the Ironton Railway Company; the Catasauqua &
Fogelsville Railway Company, and two coal com-

panies.

Another industry in which Mr. Fuller is inter-

ested is that of stock-raising. He owns opposite

his works three farms, containing about two hun-

dred acres, and here may be found seventy-nine

head of Guernsey cattle, imported from that is-

land. Some time ago he sold a cow for $2,000,

and has disposed of other stock at good prices.

His private affairs engross his attention so largely

that he has little time to devote to politics, but

nevertheless is a firm believer in the principles of

the Republican party.

At the Centennial, in 1876, the Lehigh Car

Wheel and Axle Works were awarded a premium,

and their exhibit in the Transportation Building

at the World's Fair in Chicago was given the
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highest award. During the inaugural years of the

enterprise the business amounted to about $8,000

per month; but this increased to 1380,000 in 1882,

and at the present time (1894) is more than

$400,000. Such unusual success as this proves

conclusively that the one who has devoted to this

business the active years of his life, who has given to

it his untiring thought and closest attention, is in-

deed a man of unusual business ability, and such the

general public concedes Mr. Fuller to be. Through
an honorable and useful career he has maintained

the principles of integrity and probity implanted

in his mind during youth. These qualities, to-

gether with force of character and indomitable

perseverance, have brought him a fortune.

Occupying an attractive site on the Bridge and
Howertown road stands the elegant residence of

Mr. Fuller. This structure is built of native gran-

ite, in a modern style of architecture, and is fur-

nished with an elegance indicating the refined

tastes of the family. The lady who here hospi-

tably welcomes her hosts of friends, and who be-

came the wife of Mr. Fuller in 1867, was formerly
Miss Kate Thomas, and was born in Wales. She
is the daughter of Hopkin Thomas, a native of

Wales and a machinist by trade, to whom belonged
the distinction of having burned the first anthra-

cite coal used in a locomotive. Mr. and Mrs.
Fuller are the parents of five children. The eld-

est, George Llewellyn, died at the age of twenty-
one. Maud is the wife of J. S. Elverson, who
is connected with the Catasauqua Manufacturing
Company. Blanche married Dr. L. A. Salade, of
Catasauqua. Mamie L. and J. W., Jr., reside with
their parents. Mrs. Fuller is a member of the
Presbyterian Church, which the other members of
the family attend.
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JOSEPH B. MILLEE, proprietor of the Rich-
mond Mill,atEichmond, Northampton Coun-
ty, and also one of the prominent and suc-

cessful farmers of Washington Township, is

well known throughout this section, having been
a life-long resident of the county. He is a native
Of Lower Mt. Bethel Township, born November

26, 1826, to the union of Barnet and Anna M.

(Emery) Miller, also natives of this county. The

father, who was a farmer by occupation, followed

that calling in Lower Mt. Bethel Township, where

he resided until his death, in 1869.

Of the parental family, the following sons and

daughlers survive: Joseph B., the subject of these

paragraphs; Jacob B., who lives in Lower Mt.

Bethel Township, as do the other sons, Philip B.,

Eeuben B., and Henry B.; Mrs. Joseph Hess, whose

home is in this township; and Mrs. Emma Shook,

a resident of Bangor, Pa.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man-

hood in Northampton County, and his boyhood

years were spent upon the home farm, his educa-

tion being gained in the neighboring schools. Ar-

riving at man's estate, he did not, however, embark

immediately in the agricultural occupation, but

instead turned his attention to the lumber busi-

ness, in which he was engaged for fifteen successive

years, meeting with success in that line of work.

After spending a short time in Bucks County, in

1869 he made a settlement in Eichraond, and the

following year bought the mill property that he

still owns. Since that time he has been proprietor

of the mill, which through his efforts has gained a

high reputation for an excellent grade of products.

During the same period he has also engaged in the

mercantile business, though at present not thus

connected. His farm property includes one hun-

dred and sixteen acres of highly improved land,

the value of which has been enhanced by the in-

troduction of modern improvements.

The success which has rewarded Mr. Miller's ef-

forts is all the more remarkable when we consider

that he had few opportunities in youth for ob-

taining an education. His entire attendance in

school, between the ages of six and fourteen, was

limited to three months each year, and after the

latter age he was obliged to earn his own liveli-

hood. Notwithstanding tht lack of early advan-

tages, he acquired a broad amount of information

that has helped him in the accumulation of prop-

erty, and is to-day one of the successful men of

his township.

After the death of his first wife, whose maiden

name was Sallie Yetter, Mr. Miller married Leah
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Hilliard, and they became the parents of one son,

B. Franklin. The estimable lady whom he after-

ward married was Miss Catherine M. Ettinger, and

unto them have been born four children: George

W., Mary C, Joseph E. and Herbert W.
In public affairs Mr. Miller is a man of influence.

At present he is serving as Auditor of Washing-

ton Township, and for several years he has acted

in that capacity. On one occasion he was a can-

didate on the Independent ticket for the State

Legislature, and came within thirty votes of being

elected, which in a district usually giving a large

Democratic majority was a proof of his popularity

as a citizen. A Lutheran in religious belief, he

has filled all the important offices connected with

the church at this place.

HENRY COLT. Among the self-made men

of Lehigh County is the gentleman whose

life record we will proceed to briefly

trace. Formerly one of the prominent business

men of Allentown, he is now living retired from

labor on his beautiful farm of forty acres of land,

located in South Whitehall Township.

Our subject was born in Luzerne County, this

state, September 15, 1822, and is a son of Henry and

Elizabeth (Sax) Colt, natives respectively of Wilkes

Barre and Luzerne Counties. The paternal ances-

tors of our subject came from England with a col-

ony and located in Connecticut, in Windom Coun-

ty. Later, when the Westmoreland Company was

formed, the Colt family received several lots ad-

joining the present site of the city of Wilkes Barre.

The grandfather, Arnold Colt, became a prominent

citizen in that place, and was one of the builders

of the Wilkes Barre and Eastern Turnpike over the

mountains. He held many official positions and

was greatly respected and honored in his com-

munity. His wife, grandmother of our subject,

was Miss Yarrington, the daughter of Deacon Yar-

rington.

Henry Colt, Sr., the father of our subject, dealt

quite extensively in real estate in Wilkes Barre,

and at the same time was a prominent surveyor

and well known in the city of Philadelphia. He
had held the office of County Surveyor of Luzerne

County, and at his death, in 1851, our subjectsuc-

ceeded him in that office, having been appointed

to fill his father's unexpired term by Judge John
N. Cunningham. So well did he discharge his

duties that he was thereafter twice elected by bal-

lot, thus serving as Surveyor for about eight years.

Our subject was given a fine education, attend-

ing first the select, and later the high schools of

Wilkes Barre. He was especially brilliant as a Greek

and Latin scholar, and was under the instruction

of a graduate of Princeton College. He was far

advanced for one of his age in mathematics, and
after completing his studies taught school for

some time and also assisted his father in his official

duties.

The lady to whom our subject was married, De-

cember 8, 1856, was Miss Margaret B. Jackson, also

a native of Luzerne County, and the daughter of

Silas and Margaret Jackson, natives of that sec-

tion. Mrs. Colt came with her husband in 1859 to

this county and located in the city of Allentown,

where our subject began manufacturing and selling

lumber and dealing in coal. In 1862 he returned

to Wilkes Barre, in which place he continued to re-

side for a short time, assisting in surveying the

line of the Lehigh and Susquehanna Railroad

from Penobscot to that city.

In 1864 Mr. Colt returned to the Lehigh Valley

and renewed his business relations in the manufact-

ure of lumber, which had been suspended by the

destructive Lehigh flood of 1862. He engaged in

the lumber business there for many years, at the

same time also did quite an extensive business as a

coal merchant in Allentown, to which and to the

lumber yard he afterward gave his exclusive at-

tention. He retired, however, from active life in

the year 1874, and is now living on a farm of

forty acres in South Whitehall Township. He

has been very successful from a business point of

view, and owns besides this tract of land valuable

property in Allentown. He is widely and favorably

known in this locality and receives and deserves in

the fullest measure the respect of all. He takes great

interest in the Democratic party, with which he
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votes, and in religious affairs is a member of the

Protestant Episcopal Church. Mrs. Colt departed

this life April 23, 1869, greatly mourned by a

host of friends.

<Tpr LFRED P. STECKEL, M. D., a native of

/—\ Lehigh County, is a prominent and influ-

ential citizen and enterprising business

man of Slatington, being proprietor of the Colum-

bia Slate Company. His birth occurred in this

county, November 14, 1836. He is the son of

Daniel Steckel, a native of Lehigh County, and a

farmer by occupation, whose death occurred Au-

gust 18, 1877, at the advanced age of eighty-

seven years. The paternal grandfather of our sub-

ject, John Steckel, was also a native of Lehigh

County, and several generations back the founders

of the family in America emigrated from Switzer-

land, making their homes in the Keystone State.

The mother of our subject, who died in 1879, in

her seventy-eighth year, bore the maiden name of

Elizabeth Frantz.

Dr. Steckel passed his boyhood on his father's

farm, in the care and cultivation of which he as-

sisted until reaching man's estate. Such educa-

tion as he obtained in his youth was that of the

common schools at Front Creek, in the Lehigh

Valley, though afterward he attended the high

school at Siegfried. On leaving school he learned

the blacksmith's trade, at which he worked for

three years, and then engaged in the manufacture

of brick, working at this occupation for five or six

seasons during the summer. At this time he be-

gan teaching school in the winter, and during the

six years thus passed he managed to find time to

pursue his favorite study of medicine. In 1862

the Doctor entered Jefferson Medical College, from
which he graduated two years later, in the spring

of 1864, and immediately came to Slatington.

September 14, 1864, Dr. Steckel enlisted as

Assistant Surgeon of the Two Hundred and Elev-

enth Pennsylvania Infantry, obtaining his com-
mission from Gov. Andrew G. Curtin. He was as-

signed to the Third Division, Third Brigade of the

Ninth Army Corps, and served his country faith-

fully until there was no longer need of his serv-

ices, when an honorable discharge was granted him,

June 2, 1865, at Alexandria. The most impor-

tant battle in which he participated was that of

Petersburg, which occurred April 2, 1865.

In July, 1865, the Doctor returned to Slating-

ton, where he immediately began a general prac-

tice, and for twenty years he practiced his profes-

sion, being very successful. At that time, on ac-

count of his various business interests, he retired

from the practice of medicine to more fully de-

vote his attention to other concerns. It was

in 1875 that he became interested in the slate

business, when lie became the projector of the

present company for the quarrying and manufac-

ture of roofing slate. He is interested in three

quarries, which have a yearly output of eighty-four

hundred squares of roofing slate, in addition to

which the factories make slate blackboards and

school slates. During 1893, they put forth sixty-

six thousand eight hundred and eighty-nine square

feet of slate blackboard, and five hundred and

ninety-eight thousand, eight hundred and sixty-

one school slates. The Columbia Slate Company

operates the Franklin and Big Franklin Quarries,

which yield a slate of a very superior quality, and

are equipped with the latest improved machinery

in use among slate-miners. The products of this

concern are shipped to customers in all parts of

the United States. In 1883, the Doctor, in connec-

tion with his other business, established one of the

largest general stores in Slatington, and is making

money along all these various lines of enterprise.

June 2, 1866, Dr. Steckel was married to Miss

Amanda Elizabeth Peters, of Lehigh County, a

daughter of Charles Peters, who was a native of

Switzerland, and came to America, locating in Le-

high County. Her mother, a native of Lehigh

County, bore the maiden name of Catherine Ger-

man. The Doctor and wife are the parents of

eleven children, six sons and five daughters: Will-

iam Lewis, Nevin Daniel, Alfred Peter Charles,

Horace Blain, Harvey Harbach, Earl Hastings, Mar-

garet Edith, Catherine Elizabeth, Ursula Amanda,

Emma Lucretia and Estella May. The two eldest
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sons are engaged in business, Nevin Daniel being

located in Philadelphia. The parents are mem-

bers of the German Reformed Church. In politics

the Doctor is an active supporter of the Republi-

can party, and is a member of Samuel Cress Post

No. 731, G. A. R.

-«>»<: <

HON. RICHARD CHAPMAN, the well

known ex-Member of the House of As-

sembly of Pennsylvania, is Superintendent

of the Chapman Slate Quarries of Northampton

County, one of the largest enterprises and paying

industries of Moore Township. Mr. Chapman is a

self-made man, and through his own able qualities

has risen to his present condition of wealth and

influence in the community. He is active in poli-

tics, and has acceptably served his constituents for

two terms as their representative in the State Leg-

islature.

The birth of our subject occurred in the County

of Cornwall, England, April 21, 1840. His parents,

William and Jane (Camps) Chapman, were also na-

tives of England. The boyhood of our subject

was passed in his native country, where he received

a fair education in the common schools. He was

confirmed in the Church of England, and adhered

to that faith for a number of years during his

early life. When sixteen years of age he left

home and worked in the Harvey Foundry, in Corn-

wall, England, for some fifteen months. The suc-

ceeding five years of his life were passed on the

high seas in the British merchant marine service,

and during that time he visited Quebec twice.

It was in 1862 that Richard Chapman left his

native land for America, sailing from Liverpool

to New York. He proceeded direct to Northamp-

ton County, and became Superintendent of the

Pennsylvania Slate Quarry, located at Wind Gap.

In that neighborhood he continued to make his

home for about three years, when he resigned that

position to become Superintendent of the Chap-

man Quarries. Previous to taking this position he

went to England, and was the means of securing

about three hundred slate-workers, who on their

arrival were assigned to different operators for

working various quarries. Thirty years have

elapsed since Mr. Chapman became Superinten-

dent of the Chapman Quarries, and he has given

the best of satisfaction in this difficult office. On
the pay-roll of this concern there are now two
hundred and twenty-five employes, and in former

years many more were employed. The quarries

supply roofing slate; flagging for steps, platforms

and sidewalks; hearths, lintels, window-sills, cop-

ings, and building stone for general purposes. The
slate manufactured by the company is of superior

quality, and warranted to keep color.

The marriage of Mr. Chapman was celebrated

in 1870, with Jane Edwards, of London, England.

In 1881 he spent about four months traveling in

Great Britain and other European countries, and

visiting many points of interest and the historic

cities of Europe. He is a man of general informa-

tion and an interesting conversationalist.

For three terms our subject served as Justice of

the Peace for the borough of Chapman Quarries,

and is now serving as Burgess. Since 1867 he has

been identified with the Masonic order and is a

charter member of Monocacy Lodge No. 413, F. &
A. M., at Bath, Pa., in which he held various official

positions, and for twelve years has served as Treas-

surer of the lodge. He also belongs to Hugh
DePayne Commandery No. 19. K. T., of Easton;

the Knights of the Golden Eagle at Chapman

Quarries; and Loppawinzoe Tribe No. 154, I.

0. of R. M., at Bethlehem. From the year 1869

until the present time he has been the Treas-

urer of the Chapman Beneficial Society. Re-

ligiously he is a member of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church, serving the same for a number of

years as Treasurer of the Board of Trustees. In

political and public measures he has been much

interested, and has done all in his power for the

welfare and the advancement of the county. Up-

right and honorable in his dealings, kind and

courteous to all, he merits and receives in an emi-

nent degree the respect, of his fellows.

•f EVI P. FENSTERMACHER is now retired

D O and makes his home in the city of Allen-

town. He is a native of this county, hav-

ing been born within its limits March 22, 1833.
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His father, Elias Fenstermacber, was also born here,

and departed this life in 1875, at the age of sixty-

eight years. The first representative of this fam-

ily in the United States came from Germany in

1755 and located in Lehigh County, where the

succeeding generations have since made their home.

Elias Fenstermacber was married to Miss Esther

Kuntz, whose birth also occurred in this section.

Levi, of this sketch, spent his boyhood days in

attendance at the common schools of Allentown,

and for one winter was a student in the academy

at Lexington. When a lad of sixteen years he

moved into the city, where his father was engaged

as a grain merchant, and aided him in whatever

way he could. Soon thereafter they added a

stock of general merchandise, of which our subject

assumed full control in 1870. He dealt very ex-

tensively in produce and fruits, and during the

Franco-German War shipped grain in large quan-

tities to New York City, from which port it was

sent to the Old World.

In 1857 Levi Fenstermacber was married to

Miss Fianah Metzger, a native of this county, and

the daughter of Jacob Metzger, who was a hotel-

keeper in Lehighton. Our subject and his wife

have a family of three daughters and two sons,

named respectively William Jacob, Edward, Laura,

Hattie and Ella. The parents are devoted mem-
bers of St. John's Reformed Church. In poli-

tics Mr. Fenstermacber is a Democrat, and, being a

law-abiding citizen, possessed of good social qual-

ities and excellent character, he is held in good
repute by his neighbors and friends.

IMON MESSINGER, who is a retired farmer

of Washington Township, Northampton
County, was born in Warren County, N. J.,

July 21, 1833, being a son of George and Susanna

(Simons) Messinger, natives of Northampton Coun-
ty. His father was during the most of his life a

resident of Lower Mt. Bethel Township, but at

the age of sixty years he moved to Stephenson

County, 111., and there remained until his death.

Of his children the following survive: Peter, liv-

ing in Illinois; Miles, whose home is in Washing-

ton Township; Zachariah, of Warren County, N.

J.; Theodore, residing in Iowa; Simon, of this

sketch; and Lucinda, Mrs. Adam Young, who lives

in Plainfleld Township.

At the age of about sixteen our subject began to

learn the carpenter's trade, which he followed for

ten years. Subsequently he began farm work in

Washington Township, and as the years passed by

he met with the reward which his painstaking ef-

forts deserved. He remained an agriculturist until

1890, when, having accumulated a competence, he

retired from active cares. In youth his advan-

tages were meagre, his attendance at school being

limited to three months each year between the

ages of eight and fifteen. The schools were poor

in those days, and the quality of instruction af-

forded crude and meagre, but he availed himself

to the utmost of every opportunity, and through

self culture gained a broad knowledge of men and

things.

In December, 1856, occurred the marriage of

Simon Messinger and Lovina Wilhelm, who was

born in Northampton County, April 20, 1833.

Her parents, John and Susan (Gum) Wilhelm,

were natives of Northampton County; the former

deceased, and the latter, now eighty-four years of

age, one of the oldest surviving residents of Wash-

ington Township. Grandfather Wilhelm resided

for many years in Upper Mt. Bethel Township,

whither he had removed from Nazareth, Pa. Mrs.

Messinger was one of eight children, of whom five

are now living, namely: Jacob, who lives in

Washington Township; Lovina; Henry, a resident

of Upper Mt. Bethel Township; Sabilla, the widow

of Charles Rutt; and Theobald, of Upper Mt-

Bethel Township.

The union of Mr. and Mrs. Messinger has been

blessed by the birth of eight children, named as

follows: John, Isaiah, George; Flora A., wife of

Gilmer Spangenberg; Susan, Mrs. Herbert H.

Slamp; William; Lucinda, who married William

Spangenberg; and Herbert. In religious connec-

tions Mr. and Mrs. Messinger are members of the

Evangelical Association at Bangor. He is a Dem-

ocrat in politics, public spirited and enterprising,
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a man of whose citizenship any community might

well be proud.

The farm property of Mr. Messinger consists of

one farm of one hundred acres and another place

comprising fifty-six acres, in addition to which he

has valuable real-estate interests in Bangor. Suc-

cessful in life, lie is now enabled to spend his declin-

ing years in the enjoyment of a handsome income,

sufficient to surround his family with every com-

fort. He is liberal in his benefactions, a generous

contributor toward all projects calculated to pro-

mote the moral and spiritual welfare of the peo-

ple. He has served as a member of the building

committee of the Emanuel Evangelical Church of

Washington Township and has given personally a

large amount toward the contraction of the house

of worship.

JAMES M. SCHNABEL. Among the wealthy

and prominent citizens of Bethlehem may

be mentioned the name of James M. Schna-

bel. He is the senior partner in the boot

and shoe firm of James M. Scbnabel & Bro., and

was born in Northampton County, Pa., near Beth-

lehem, in 1850.

The father of our subject and the grandfather

were both born in this country. Samuel, the father,

was a veterinary surgeon, and practiced at Han-

overville, Pa., with success. He was a zealous

member of the Lutheran Church, and in politics

was a Democrat. His demise occurred at Bethle-

hem in 1890. The mother of our subject, Diana

W. Schnabel, was born in New Jersey, and was of

English descent. She was the daughter of a miller,

and with the family removed to Pennsylvania,

where the father erected a mill on the Bushkill,

in Bethlehem Township. She died at quite an ad-

vanced age,' a consistent member of the Lutheran

Church.

There were eight children born of the union of

Samuel and Diana Schnabel, seven of whom at-

tained the age of maturity, and six are yet living.

James M. Schnabel was the fourth youngest, aad

was reared to the occupation of a farmer. He be-

gan working on the farm at an early age, and con-

tinued thus until the year 1866, when he came to

Bethlehem and engaged as a clerk in the store of

Wolle, Krause & Erwin. He gave entire satisfac-

tion to his employers, and remained with them

until December, 1872, when he engaged with Rie-

gel, Cortright & Solt, and there remained until

1879, when he and his brother, Edwin H., started

in business for themselves, under the firm name of

James M. Schnabel & Bro.

The firm opened a store at No. 13 Main Street,

where they carried on the boot and shoe business

until 1891. They met with success, and finding

the facilities for doing their business at that place

were entirely too limited they moved into their

present quarters. The dimensions of their new

building are 24x100 feet, and it consists of a base-

ment and storage room, with the retail store on

the main floor. The workshop and manufactory

are adjacent. The firm has the finest and largest

stock of boots and shoes in this part of the state,

and their stock is estimated at more than $16,000.

Their window displays would do credit to any

boot and shoe firm in the country. The secret of

their success as a firm is their undaunted courage

and their perfect reliability.

The marriage of our subject occurred in 1878,

at Bethlehem, when Miss Clara H. Steckel became

his wife. She was born at Doylestown, Bucks Coun-

ty, Pa., and died September 6, 1894, at Bethlehem,

deeply regretted by her husband and many friends.

She left one son, Willie R.

Iu recognition of his ability and integrity, Mr.

Schnabel has been honored with several offices of

trust. He was Councilman from the Fourth Ward

on the Democratic ticket, and for three years was

chairman of the Police Committee, besides serving

on numerous other committees. He is a promi-

nent member of the Independent Order of Odd

Fellows and the Royal Arcanum, and is one of the

charter members of Grace Lutheran Church, and

at the present time Secretary of the Sunday-school.

He was one of the incorporators of the Bethlehem

Board of Trade, and resides at No. 96 Broad Street.

The character of Mr. Schnabel needs no elabora-
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tion at the hands of the biographer. From the

simple recital of the successive events of his career

the future generations who may be interested in

tracing his influence and position in Northampton

County will be at no loss to form a just estimate

of his true deserts.

r EWIS A. STERNER. Farming and stock-

| Cy raising have formed the chief occupation

of this gentleman, and the wide-awake

manner in which he has taken advantage of every

method and idea tending toward enhancing the

value of his property has had considerable to do
with his success in life. He is now living in South

Whitehall Township, where he was born October

16, 1840.

Adam and Maria (Yost) Sterner, the parents of

our subject, were born respectively in Whitehall

and Salisbury Townships, this county, and the

grandfather of our subject, Abraham Sterner, was
well known throughout the Lehigh Valley. His
father was born in Germany, and came to America
at a time when Indians were the principal occu-

pants of the Keystone State.

The father of our subject departed this life in

1872, and his three sons and one daughter who sur-

vive are: John; Jonathan; Elmina, widow of Levi
Freeman; and Lewis A. He was a member of the

Lutheran Church and bore his share in the up-
building and development of the county, being
ever found in the front rank of those enterprises

calculated to promote the general welfare. In his

political views he was a Democrat. Mrs. Maria
Sterner preceded him by two years to the better
land.

Lewis A., of this sketch, was reared to mature
years in Whitehall Township, and during his early
life attended the common schools near his home.
He had not the advantages of a higher education,
but has been a great reader through life, and his
studies in private have made him a well informed
man. Mr. Sterner was married, December 17, 1863
to Miss Sarah Lichtenwalner, who was born in this

township February 15, 1843.. She was the daugh-

ter of Charles and Eliza (Schaadt) Lichtenwalner,

also natives of this county, and who were old and

valued residents of Macungie Township. Mrs.

Sterner's parents were also well-known throughout

this locality, and reared a large family of children,

of whom ten are living at the present time.

They are Edwin, Sarah, Leonia, George, Amanda,
Charles, Maria, James, Catherine and Lizzie.

To Mr. and Mrs. Sterner two children have been

born, Edwin and Clement. In the spring of 1864

they came with their family to South Whitehall

Township and located upon their present farm of

one hundred and twenty acres. It is under good

cultivation and the place is highly improved with

substantial buildings and all modern accessories

and conveniences. It is neat and thrifty in ap-

pearance and indicates the enterprise and public

spirit of the owner.

Our subject and his wife are members of the

Baptist Church at Wennersville and are greatly

interested in church work. Mr. Sterner votes the

Democratic ticket and is at all times interested in

the welfare of the community and the advance-

ment of its moral and educational interests. He
has served for many years as a member of the

School Board, and since his residence here his hon-

orable and straightforward course has won the

confidence and good wishes of a large circle of

friends.

JOHN FULLAGAR, the efficient and popular

agent for the Lehigh Valley Railway Com-
pany at Hokendauqua, and also Postmaster

of this place, is a native of Schenectady

County, N. Y., and was born October 11, 1833.

He is of English lineage, his parents, John and

Mary Fullagar, having been born in good old Eng-

land. In the Empire State he grew to manhood,

receiving an excellent education in the public

schools of Schenectady.

His father having for many years engaged in

the mercantile business at Schenectady, our sub-

ject early gained a thorough knowledge of the de-
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tails of that trade, and for some time was in part-

nership with his father at that place. During the

war he was for two years in the commissary de-

partment with the Army of the Potomac. In 1866

he secured a position as operator and station agent

at Eatontown, N. J., and remained in that city two

years or more. Thence he came to Hokendauqna,

and has since been station agent for the Lehigh

Valley Railroad. For a number of years he has

officiated as Postmaster of the village.

The marriage of Mr. Fullagar occurred May 16,

1878, at which time he was united with Miss Sophia

Tettemer, a native of New Jersey. She is the

daughter of Samuel and Harriet Tettemer, the for-

mer deceased, and the latter still a resident of

New Jersey. One child, George O, blesses the

union of Mr. and Mrs. Fullagar. The family is

one of prominence in the social circles of Hoken-

dauqua and Whitehall Township, and is univer-

sally esteemed.

Mr. Fullagar is a man of large, generous nature,

who never fails to lend a helping hand to the poor,

and is ever ready to do all in his power to aid

those who are struggling hard to succeed. Many
and stanch are the friends he has. His name is as-

sociated with various enterprises to promote the

development of the interests of this section of the

country. In him the Republican party finds one

of its most earnest and intelligent supporters. He
and his wife are identified with the Presbyterian

Church and are active in all its good work. He
has led an exemplary life, and whether as a public

official, as a business man, or in his private capacity,

his reputation is unblemished.

^mr-

TT> J. GERLACH, a merchant of Bethlehem,

£ O was born in Nazareth, Northampton Coun-

ty, Pa., July 9, 1852. His father, Lewis

A. Gerlach, was born in the same place, and was a

tanner and currier there. Later he moved to Beth-

lehem and ran the Bethlehem Tannery for a num-
ber of years, remaining in this city until his death,

at the age of seventy-two. In politics he was a

Republican. The grandfather, John G. Gerlach,

was born in Saxony, Germany, and was married

there. He was a dealer in pottery and a carpet-

weaver, and after coming to this country located

at Nazareth, where tie followed the same pursuit.

He died at that place.

Mrs. Louisa (Weaver) Gerlach, the mother of E.

J., was born in Lower Saucon, and is the daughter

of Kraft Weaver, who was a prominent farmer at

that place. She now resides with her daughter,

Mrs. Frances Flux, and is seventy-four years of

age. There were seven children in her family, our

subject being the fifth in order of birth. He was

reared at Bethlehem, and attended the Moravian

school there. While still a boy he learned the tan-

ning business, and at the age of eighteen went to

Coopersburg, where he worked for Samuel Kern.

From Coopersburg he went to various other places

in the state, still working as a journeyman. In

the year 1877 he went to Hecktown, Northampton

County, Pa., and there engaged in business for him-

self as a wagon and coach manufacturer, remaining

there until the spr'.ng of 1880, when he sold out

and located at Bethlehem. At this place he formed

a partnership with a Mr. Grube, and continued

with him for two years, when he bought out his

interest.

Mr. Gerlach has the natural capacity to promote

his material interests and make a profitable future,

but a disastrous fire which overtook him June 12,

1891, prevented for a time such a consummation.

Undaunted by this catastrophe, he immediately

commenced having a new three-story building

erected, the dimensions of which are 30x100 feet.

It contains an elevator and all modern equipments,

and has a warehouse adjacent, its dimensions being

17x85 feet. He is now a dealer in cotton and

woolen rags, cement, building and roofing paper,

plaster, sand, marble dust and phosphate, and em-

ploys about forty men.

The first marriage of Mr. Gerlach occurred at

Limeport, Lehigh County, Pa., when lie was united

with Miss Castelia Betting, who was a native of

that place. She died there in 1876, having become

the mother of two children. Our subject was again

married, at Bethlehem, this union being with Miss

Sarah N. Hartzell, who was born at Hecktown.
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There were three children by this marriage, Annie

L., Edwin B. and Emma M. Mr. Gerlach is a

prominent member of the Patriotic Order Sons of

America, Royal Arcanum, Knights of the Golden

Eagle, and the Knights of the Mystic Chain. In

politics he is a Republican.

DANIEL C. MALONE,M. D., the oldest and

one of the most successful physicians re-

siding in South Bethlehem, has a large

practice in his neighborhood and vicinity, and is

well known as an able, intelligent citizen, one

worthy of confidence and esteem. He is a native

of this state, having been born in Easton, the date

of his birth being January 27, 1845.

The father of our subject, John C. Malone, was

born in Ireland, and when a boy emigrated to the

United States with his parents, who immediately

located in the above place. He was given an ex-

cellent education, and taught school first in New
Jersey, and later in the above city. Subsequently

he did contract work on the railroad and canal,

and on abandoning this occupation removed to

New Jersey, and engaged in farming in Warren

County. He departed this life in 1875, when on

a visit in Trenton, N. J. The mother of our sub-

ject, who prior to her marriage was Miss Magda-

lene Smalley, was born in Warren Count}', N. J.,

and died in South Bethlehem in 1876. Daniel C.

was the youngest in the parental family of eight

children, only three of whom are living at the pres-

ent time. His brother William during the late

war served in a New Jersey regiment, and was

Quartermaster-Sergeant of his company. He is

now deceased, having departed this life in New
Jersey.

The original of this sketch attended first the

common and later the high school in Easton, after

which he went to Philipsburg and became a stu-

dent in the LeniLenate Institute. From there, in

1863, he went to Washington, D. C, where he was
clerk in a branch of the Surgeon-General's office

until the close of the war. While there he decided

to follow a professional life, and in 1865 returned

to Easton and began the study of medicine under

the tutelage of Dr. C. C. Field. The following

year he entered the medical department of the

Pennsylvania University, from which he was grad-

uated with high honors in 1868.

When ready to establish himself in the practice

of his profession, our subject came to South Beth-

lehem and bought out the business of Dr. Hittle.

He located on Third Street, where he has resided

ever since, and, as stated above, he enjoys the

honor of being the oldest physician in the city.

Since locating here the Doctor has taken a special

course in the University Hospital of Pennsylvania.

He is a skillful surgeon, and has built up an ex-

tended and largely increasing practice, and won

the regard of the general public. In religious af-

fairs he is a member of the Church of the Holy In-

fancy, and in politics is a believer in Democratic

principles. He has never married.

< "\ ^ILLIAM MILLER. In compiling an

\/\/ account of the different business enter-

prises of Whitehall we desire particu-

larly to call our readers' attention to Mr. Miller,

who, in company with William Weider, is one of

the successful coal merchants of the place. He is

a native of this state, and was born in Northampton

County, October 27, 1837, to John and Maria

Miller, old residents of this county.

He whose name heads this sketch was reared to

man's estate principally in Northampton County.

He was deprived by death of his father when only

nine years of age, after which he was thrown upon

his own resources, and from that time on he was

compelled to make his own way in the world. For

many years he worked out on farms by the month,

and at the age of twelve or fourteen began boat-

ing on the Lehigh Canal. He was thus engaged

for about fifteen years, and during a good portion

of the time owned and operated his own boats.

As might be expected, Mr. Miller received only

a very limited education, as far as attending school
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went, but being naturally of a studious turn of

mind, he availed himself to the utmost of every

opportunity for gaining knowledge, and has ac-

quired a good idea of business and is a man of

accurate judgment. In 1879 Mr. Miller opened

up a hotel in Whitehall, of which he was proprietor

until 1888, when he retired from that kind of

business, and two years later, in company with

"William Weider, engaged in the coal business at

Whitehall, under the firm name of Miller & Weider.

They are pleasant, genial and upright gentlemen,

and their honorable conduct has won for them a

large patronage.

The lady to whom Mr. Miller was married in

1858 was Miss Elvina L., daughter of Abraham

Frantz, a native of this county. In social affairs

our subject is identified with the Order of American

Mechanics, and religiously is a devoted member of

the Lutheran Church. Among the residents of

this section none are more highly regarded for

the traits of character which make up a good

citizen, kind neighbor and Christian man than the

original of this sketch. He has shown what a man

can accomplish by hard work and close attention

to whatever he may have in hand, and whatever

man has done there is always a chance for man

to do again.

URIAH KURTZ, a prominent business man

of Catasauqua, is proprietor of the fiour-

ing-mill at this place, and has been active

in the upbuilding of the city. His birth occurred

in Hanover Township, Lehigh County, February

11, 1842, he being a son of Henry Kurtz, whose

history appears in the sketch of Milton Kurtz, to

be found elsewhere in this work. Uriah Kurtz is

a farmer's son, and was reared on a farm and

there inured to agricultural pursuits, his education

being such as was afforded by the district schools

of the neighborhood. At the age of seventeen he

commenced an apprenticeship in the milling busi-

ness with the firm of Berger & Younger, in the

same mill which he now operates. At the end of

eighteen months he was obliged to leave the busi-

ness on account of poor health and return to the

old homestead. In 1863 he enlisted as a member of

Company B, Thirty-eighth Pennsylvania Militia,

being sent to Gettysburg, and on the expiration

of his term of service he was mustered out at Read-

ing.

On returning from the war Mr. Kurtz went

back to the farm, and for a year and a-half was

employed again in a mill. However, it seemed

- best that he should turn his attention to carrying

on a faTm, which he did for a number of years, the

old homestead, comprising one hundred and sixty

acres, being still in the possession of the family.

From 1875 to 1891 Mr. Kurtz conducted a success-

ful dairy business, selling milk in this city during

a period of fifteen years, and acquiring a comfort-

able competence. In 1891 he leased the mill

which he now runs and returned to the trade he

had learned in his youth. The mill is run by water-

power from the Lehigh River, and the improved
' processes of the day are used, the capacity of the

mill being eighty barrels per day. The special

brands known as " Pride of the Valley " and " Safe

Harbor " have a wide reputation for purity and

uniformity of quality. Four men are employed

in the mill, and the trade is constantly increasing.

The old home which adjoins the city is still

operated by Mr. Kurtz, and in 1871 he laid out

forty acres in borough lots, of which he has sold all

but twelve acres. He has himself built five houses

on this land on Howertown and Bridge Streets.

Kurtz Street was named for the family. In 1893

our subject laid out the whole farm in lots, of

which he is sole agent, and the property is meet-

ing with a ready sale.

In 1870 Mr. Kurtz was married in Allentown

to Miss Catherine, daughter of William Ruch, a

farmer, whose death occurred in 1893. Having

no children of their own, Mr. and Mrs. Kurtz have

taken two children of the latter's brother to bring

up, their names being Jennie and Harley R. A
member of Fuller Post, G. A. R., our subject is

also affiliated with the Republican party. He has

been Assessor for two years of Catasauqua, and

has served on grand and petit juries. A leading
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member of the German Reformed Church, he has

served in the offices of Deacon and Trustee, at one

time was Sunday-school Superintendent, and is

now an Elder in the church. He is a man of strict

integrity, honorable and upright in all his business

dealings.

JAMES THOMAS. The Lehigh Valley has

few industries of greater importance than

the Davies-Thomas Foundry and Machine

Works, which is one of the most successful

enterprises of Calasauqua. It was established in

1865 by the firm of Davies, Thomas & Co., who

conducted it for three years. In 1868 the senior

partner and his son bought the interest of Mr.

Thomas, and the business was carried on under

"the firm title of Davies & Son until the death of

the elder Mr. Davies in 1876. Since that time

,
Davies, Thomas & Co. have been the proprietors

The works are situated on the east bank of Cata-

sauqua Creek, adjoining the borough limits, and

cover about five acres of floor space. The works

contain every convenience for the successful pros-

ecution of the work, and the quality of the prod-

ucts is inferior to none.

The success of this enterprise is due in no small

measure to the energy and business ability of the

junior partner, the subject of this sketch. A rec-

ord of his lineage and life will therefore possess

for our readers more than ordinary interest. He
is of Welsh parentage, his father, Hopkin Thomas,

having been born in Glamorganshire, South Wales

in 1793. The latter remained on the home farm

until about sixteen years of age, when he was ap-

prenticed to the Neath Abbey Works, near Neath,

South Wales, to learn the trade of a machinist.

Possessing more than ordinary ability, it was not

long after the expiration of his apprenticeship be-

fore he was promoted to a high position by his

employers.

While he met with fair success in Wales, Hop-
kin Thomas realized that America offered better

opportunities than his own country, and therefore

in 1834 he emigrated hither. Landing in Phila-

delphia, he obtained employment without difficulty

in the Baldwin Locomotive Works, and later en-

tered the shops of Garrett <fe Eastwick. His next

position was as Master Mechanic of the roads and

mines of the Beaver Meadow Railway Company,

and while thus employed his inventive genius was

further developed. In his mechanical inventions •

and appliances he was conceded to be the pioneer

of the Lehigh Valley. Through one of these in-

ventions anthracite coal was first made available

for use in locomotives, and in the application of

coal as a fuel he was at least twenty years in ad-

vance of all others. He invented and successfully

used the chilled cast-iron carwheel, as also the

most improved and successful mine pumps and

machinery of the day. In mechanical matters, in

railroad- and in coal interests he may justly be re-

garded as a public benefactor.

Notwithstanding his unusual ability, Mr. Thomas

was peculiarly modest and unassuming in his char-

acter, and it was this fact that prevented him from

gaining fame and wealth. Content to elevate

humanity and benefit mankind, he gave no care

to realizing from his inventions. In his business

relations he was upright, in his social intercourse

genial, and in his home the typical head of a

happy domestic circle. He married Miss Cath-

erina Richards, of Merthyr-Tydvil, South Wales.

They were the parents of the following children:

William R.; Mary, Mrs. James H. McKee; Helen,

Mrs. John Thomas; James; and Kate M., wife of

James W. Fuller. The father of this family died

in Catasauqua May 12, 1878. He had been a resi-

dent of this borough since 1853, when he was ap-

pointed Master Mechanic of the Crane Iron Works.

The subject of this sketch was born in Philadel-

phia, September 22, 1836, and is the youngest son

of his parents. He accompanied his parents to

Catasauqua, and from this place, about 1859, he

went to Parryville to take the superintendency of

the Carbon Iron Works. In 1871 he went to Jef-

ferson County, Ala., and while there held the po-

sition of Manager of the Irondale and Eureka

Iron Companies, and enjoys the distinction of

having made the first coke iron in Alabama. Re-

turning to Catasauqua in 1879, he formed a part-

tership with George Davies under the firm name
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of Davies & Thomas. The works have been en-

larged from time to time and are now among the

most extensive and best equipped of their kind in

the state.

With every enterprise calculated to promote the

prosperity of Catasauqua Mr. Thomas is promi-

nently identified and in warm sympathy. Through

his efforts the borough secured the Electric Light

and Power Company, of which he is one of the

principal owners. He is President of the.Wahne-

tah Silk Mill Company. Though not taking an

active part in politics, he has frequently been

chosen to occupy positions of trust and responsi-

bility, and represented the Republican party as

delegate to the national convention at Minneap-

olis. He takes an active interest in the welfare of

the school system, and served for some years on

the School Board. In religious belief he is con-

nected with the Methodist Episcopal Church at

Catasauqua, and was instrumental in securing the

erection of the edifice adorning the corner of Fifth

and Walnut Streets.

_«£
~oS io -

JOHN BUZZARD, M. D., is a successful phy-

sician, and has a large practice in Bangor,

where he has been located since 1875. He
is proprietor of the Opera House Drug Store,

the largest of the kind in this part of the state.

He was one of the organizers of the Bangor Bank,

which was subsequently merged into the First Na-

tional Bank, in which concern he was a Director

for eight years. He was also President of the

Merchants' Bank after its organization for some
two years, and was a Director in the Bangor &
Portland Railroad for a period of ten years. With
the last-named company he has been for years a

surgeon, and is now Surgeon-in-Chief.

The Buzzard family originated in Germany, and
the Doctor's great-grandfather was one of the

early settlers of this county, being a locksmith by

trade. His grandfather, who bore the Christian

name of John, was a native of the count}', and
lived about a mile east of Bangor. He was a suc-

24

cessful farmer, and also was master^of the gun-
smith's trade. On his demise his remains were
buried in the old Mennonite Cemetery in the bor-

ough of Bangor. He was a Whig, and a devoted
adherent of the Mennonite faith. Of his six chil-

dren, one only survives.

George Buzzard, the Doctor's father, was born

in this place, and followed his trade of a black-

smith throughout his life. He was a Republican,

and a member of the Evangelical Church. For
his wife he chose Mary Gruver, daughter of Will-

iam Gruver, o f this county, and to them we're born

eleven children. Isaac, who first married a Miss

Chamberlain, after her decease wedded Miss Ho-
henshild; Josiah, whose wife was formerly Miss

Chamberlain, resides in Stroudsburg, Pa.; Amos,
now living at Bangor, married Miss Ackman;
George died in Florida; Caroline is Mrs. Harrison

Shannon, of Windsor, Conn.; Mary, deceased, was

the wife of Christian Bruch; Sarah is Mrs. Marsh-

all Hutchison; Louisa is Mrs. P. J. Albert, of

Bangor; Susie and Emma, deceased, were wives re-

spectively of A. Swayze, of New Jersey, and Rev.

Walter Piper, of Iowa; and John, our subject,

completes the family. Isaac, the eldest son, was a

Captain in Company K, One Hundred and Fifty-

third Pennsylvania Infantry, during the late war,

and fought in the engagements at Chancellorsville

and 'Gettysburg, receiving slight wounds during

the latter battle. He has been Justice of the Peace,

and is now engaged in the insurance business. Jo-

siah was also a wearer of the blue during the war,

and marched with Sherman to the sea.

Dr. John Buzzard was born in Upper Mt. Bethel,

this county, September 21, 1851. At the age of

sixteen years he began teaching school, and taught

in the public school of Bangor. He followed the

teacher's profession in Northampton County for a

time, and later took a normal and scientific course

at Kutztown. He began reading medicine with

Dr. A. A. Seem, of Bangor, and in 1873 entered

the Long Island Medical College, from which he

graduated two years later. Soon afterward he be-

gan practice in this place, which has been the field

of his labors ever since. In 1892 he took the regu-

lar course in the Medical School of New York

City, and subsequently, in the same institution,
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took the following special courses: operative sur-

gery, microscopy, gynecology and general labora-

tory work. For years he has made a specialty of

surgical cases and diseases of women, meeting with

gratifying success. He is a Republican, and has

been for two terms a member of the Town Coun-

cil, and for a period of three years served as School

Director. With the Northampton County and

Pennsylvania State Medical Societies and with the

Easton Medical Club he is identified, and at one

time served as President of the first-named organ-

ization. He is Past Master of Bangor Lodge No.

565, F. & A. M., is also identified with Bangor

Chapter, R. A. M., Hugh De Payen Commandery,

K. T., of Easton; the Consistory at Scran ton, Pa.,

and Lulu Temple of the Mystic Shrine, of Phila-

delphia. He is also a member of Prosperity Lodge,

I. O. O. F., of this place. In religious belief he is

identified with the Evangelical Church of Bangor,

of which he was Trustee for five years.

In July, 1875, the Doctor married Mary E.,

daughter of John G. Miller, of this county, and

they have four children, three sons and a daugh-

ter, namely: George Melvin, Charles Austin, Cora

May and Rossiter Raymond. The eldest son is a

student in Schuylkill Seminary, while the others

are pursuing their studies in the public schools of

Bangor.

WB. SCHAEFFER, General Agent for

the New Jersey Central Railroad at

Bethlehem, Pa., was born at Seigfreid's

Bridge, Northampton County, August 5, 1865.

His father was born in Moore Township, North-
ampton County, and was a merchant and traveling

salesman in the Lehigh Valley and throughout the

states of Pennsylvania, Ohio and New York. His
home is now at Whitehall, Lehigh County. He
is an active Republican, and has served as Assessor

and Justice of the Peace. He is seventy-two
years old and is in good health.

The grandfather, Theobald Schaeffer, was born
in Moore Township, Northampton County, in 1798,

and died in 1890, when over ninety-two years of

age. In his youth -he learned the tanning trade

with Peter Steckel. He afterward built a tannery,

and followed tanning and farming for upwards of

sixty years. He was one of the Commissioners

who built the road over the Blue Mountains at

Burrow's Springs, called Smith Gap, at or near

what is now Point Philips. He secured his appoint-

ment from the state Government, which furnished

the money for the undertaking. The other com-

missioners were George Schlabach, from Northamp-

ton County, and John Smith, from Carbon County.

His father was John Schaeffer, commonly called

Captain Schaeffer, from his command of a militia

company, somewhere about the year 1814. He

was a Justice of the Peace for many years. The

mother of our subject, Hettie (Steckel) Schaeffer,

was born near Egypt, Lehigh County and is still

living, at the age of sixty-eight.

There were nine children in the parental family,

eight of whom attained maturity, and are still

living. The four sons are Rev. Oliver Schaeffer,

who is the present pastor of the Reformed Church

in Schuylkill County; Dr. Oscar Schaeffer, a prac-

ticing physician at Freemansburg; Robert F., the

assistant agent in the employ of the New Jersey

Central Railroad; and William B. The latter be-

gan teaching school when he was only fifteen years

old, and taught for one year in Upper Nazareth

Township, near Bath. He continued teaching in

Northampton and Lehigh Counties until 1884,

when he engaged with the Lehigh Valley Railroad

as an extra operator, running between Bethlehem

and Wilkes Barre.

In 1885, W. B. Schaeffer entered the employ of

the New Jersey Central as an operator, being sta-

tioned at Seigfreid's Bridge; later he was trans-

ferred to the train dispatcher's office at Ashley,

Pa., and in 1886 came to Bethlehem as an assistant

agent. He continued as such until the fall of

1888, when he was promoted to the position of

General Agent, and also agent for the United

States Express Company, his brother securing his

late position. In May, 1887, he was appointed

Justice of the Peace, and elected for five years in

February, 1888, but owing to the press of other

duties he was obliged to resign in February, 1889.
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His appointment, it is supposed, was the first ever

tendered to so young a man. Both parties nomi-

nated him for School Director in West Bethlehem,

and he was elected to that position for two con-

secutive terms and is at the present time Secretary

of the School Board. Mr. Schaeffer is a member

of the Republican county standing committee

and was a delegate to the state convention in 1893.

Our subject was married in Newark, N. J., in

June, 1886, to Miss Nellie Fairchild,and they have

three children, Raymond, Harold and Gerald.

-t't"l"8"S*ij

JAMES JACOB HOFFMAN, who commenced

at the bottom round of the ladder leading

to success, has made his own way to the top

and to well merited prosperity by his excel-

lent business ability and native characteristics. For

many years he has been engaged in the manufac-

ture of carriages in Bethlehem, and has the leading

trade in his line in this locality, as he turns out

nothing but the ver3r best quality of work.

Born in Allen Township, Northampton County,

in March, 1828, Mr. Hoffman is the son of John

Hoffman, a native of Moore Township, this county.

His grandfather, who bore the same Christian

name, was of German descent, and a farmer by

occupation. Our subject's father also followed ag-

ricultural pursuits and was likewise a millwright.

His death occurred in Bath, Northampton County.

He was a member of the Reformed Church, in the

faith of which he died when in his eighty-second

year. His wife, formerly Maria Seigfried, also a

native of Bath, lived to attain the age of eighty-

two years. Of their five children four are now

living. John H., who is retired and makes his home

in Ohio, was in the Civil "War in an Ohio regiment;

our subject is next in order of birth; and Michael,

and Amanda (Mrs. Bartholomew), who reside in

Bath, complete the family. Henry E. departed

this life in Easton.

Until thirteen years of age J. J. Hoffman was

reared on his father's farm, and on attaining that

age he started out to make his own livelihood. At

the age of nineteen he commenced an apprentice-

ship to a coach-maker at Catasauqua,and at the end

of two and a-half years, or in 1848, came to Beth-

lehem. After working for others for some time he

started in business for himself, but in partnership

with William F. Ritter, buying out an old shop.

Seven years later his partner died, and Mr. Hoff-

man' bought out his interest and carried on the

business alone until the year 1885. He manu-

factures everything in the line of carriages, and

keeps a fine stock on hand at his location, No.

21 Broad Street. His carriage repository, 25x85

feet, is of brick, three stories and a basement, with

elevators, and this entire space is occupied by his

business. In the rear he has a shop 60x100 feet

in dimensions, three stories in height, with the

blacksmith department on the first floor. In his

main building, the boiler and engines (the former

of thirty-horse and the latter of twenty-horse

power) are in the basement, and the second and

third floors are used for woodwork, trimming and

painting. From twenty-five lo thirty men are

kept constantly employed, and they turn out noth-

ing but the very best carriages, ranging in price

from $125 upwards. In April, 1885, our subject

took his son-in-law into partnership, the firm be-

coming Hoffman & Shinier. The residence of Mr.

Hoffman is located at No. 221 Market Street, and

was erected by him. He was married in this city

to Lovina Line, who was born in Salisbury, Lehigh

County. They have two living children: Amanda

H, wife of I. Shimer, of this city; and Emma E.,

wife of Walter Crawford, a druggist of Nazareth.

Since its organization Mr. Hoffman has been one

of the Directors of the Lehigh Valley National

Bank, which he helped to incorporate. Politically

a Democrat, he was for one term Councilman from

the Second Ward, and also served as a member of

the School Board for one term. In church work

he is very active, being an Elder, and having held

all the various offices in Christ Reformed Church.

He was one of the founders of the First Union

Church on High Street, which he helped to build

in 1850, being one of the charter members, and

now the only one of the original members of the

church left. When the new church was erected he

was on the building committee, and a large con-
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tributor to the work. He is the oldest member in

the church, and for eighteen years has been active

in the Sunday-school, and for the same period

has also served as Librarian.

FRED E. LEWIS. The Bar of Lehigh Coun-
ty is well represented by this prominent

attorney of Allentown, who is successfully

engaged in the legal practice in this his native city.

He was born on the 8tb of February, 1864, and is

the only son of Samuel B. and Mary A. (Rosen-

stiel) Lewis. The father for many years has been

connected with the iron interests of Pennsylvania
and New Jersey, as was the grandfather, Samuel
Lewis, who was among the first to develop the

iron interests of Allentown, and who through his

business interests was largely instrumental in the

upbuilding of the place. He is still living at

the advanced age of ninety, and is well preserved

both physically and mentally, his years resting

lightly upon him.

The subject of this sketch attended the public

schools of Allentown until sixteen years of age,

and later pursued his studies in Yale College,

where he remained for a time. Subsequently he
entered Muhlenberg College, in which he con-
tinued until he had almost completed the Junior
year. With the desire to make the practice of law
his life work, he then entered the law office of R.
E. Wright & Son, under whose direction he con-
tinued his reading for some time. When he had
thoroughly prepared himself by earnest applica-
tion and close study he passedan examination, and
was admitted to the Bar on the 13th of February,
1888. He continued with his old preceptor in

practice for one year. On the expiration of that
period he removed to No. 524 Hamilton Street,

where his present office is located, and has since
been alone in business. In February, 1893, he
was admitted to practice in the Supreme Court of
the state.

Turning from the public to the private life of
Mr. Lewis we record his marriage, which was cele-

brated April 16, 1892, Miss Juliet Hamersley, of

Allentown, becoming his wife. She is a daughter

of James B. Hamersley, of this place. Mr. and Mrs.

Lewis have one child, Samuel Lewis (the third),

born May 22, 1893.

In his political views Mr. Lewis is a stalwart

Republican, and was nominated on the ticket of

that party as Register of Wills. The Democratic

majority is usually twenty-five bundled, but he

reduced it to three hundred and sixty, a fact

which indicates his popularity and the high regard

in which he is held. For three successive years he

has been President of the Goodwill Fire Company
of Allentown, which numbers among its members

some of the best citizens of the place, and is Treas-

urer and foreman of the company. Mr. Lewis is

a wide-awake and enterprising young man, alive

to the best interests of the city, and is a popular

and genial gentleman, who has a wide acquaintance

in his native county and the esteem of all with

whom business or social relations have brought

him in contact.

MATHIAS S. BORTZ was at the time of

his decease a well-to-do business man of

South Whitehall Township, where his

interests were centered. He was very successful

in his chosen life work, that of a miller, and was a

fine representative of those who begin life without

a cent and work their way to prosperity solely

through their own efforts. He was a native of

this county, having been born in Macungie Town-
ship, December 17, 1848.

The parents of our subject, David and Polly

Bortz, were old and respected residents of this

county. The former has passed away, but the

mother is still living in this county and has

passed her eightieth birthday. Our subject spent

the first seventeen years of his life on his fa-

ther's farm, and after acquiring a fair education

learned the trade of a miller, which he followed

during the remainder of his life.

Our subject during the spring of 1878 rented

what is now the Bortz Mill for three years, after
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which he purchased the plant and operated it on

his own account until his decease. He was mar-

ried, October 17, 1877, to Miss Allabella C. Wenner,

who was born in this county July 10, 1856, and

was the daughter of Charles and Juty (Gaumer)

Wenner, also natives of this county. Her great-

grandfather Wenner came from German}' to Amer-

ica and made bis home in Lehigh County, where

he spent the rest of his life. Her father died

December 27, 1877. He reared a family of chil-

dren, of whom six are living, namely: Maria, the

wife of Alfred Koch; Elmina, Mrs. Tilghman Stet-

ler; Charles E.; Polly A., tLe widow of Henry

Kuntz; Mrs. Bortz; and Melissa, the wife of Will-

iam Eichards. Mr. Wenner was a member of the

Lutheran Church, with which congregation the

mother also worshiped.

To our subject and his wife were born six chil-

dren, viz.: Alice P., Lizzie A., Herbert D., Will-

iam C, Sadie E. S. and Annie M. S. The Bortz

Mill is well equipped for the purpose for which it

is used, and does a good business in custom and

merchant flour work. It is run by water-power and

gives constant employment to several men. Mr.

Bortz, the late proprietor, died April 4, 1893, well

beloved by his fellow-townsmen. He was a mem-

ber of the Evangelical Church, in which he held

an official position for many years. He took a

great interest in the growth and development of

his section and was no unimportant factor in its

pi-ogress. He was a Republican in political belief,

and devoted to the success of party principles.

REV. JAMES J. REITZ, A. M., holds the

pastorate of the Lutheran Church in Wal-

nutport, St. Paul's Church, in Lehigh

Township, and Emanuel's Church in Moore Town-

ship, Northampton County. Mr. Reitz was born

in Lehigh County, December 13, 1-859, and is the

son of Benjamin and Leah (Phillips) Reitz, also

born in that county. The family is a very old

and honored one in this locality, the great-grand-

father of our subject, Lorentz Reitz, having come

from Germany in an early day, and made settle-

ment in Lynn Township, the above county.

Benjamin Reitz was a miller by trade, to which

he later added the occupation of a farmer. James

J., of this sketch, was consequently reared to farm

pursuits, although he also acquired a knowledge of

the milling business. His primary studies were

carried on in the district school, which he attended

quite regularly until reaching his fifteenth year.

Then, passing the examination, he was awarded a

teacher's certificate, and the following year began

teaching school, following that occupation during

three winters. During the summer season he at-

tended the Edinboro State Normal in Erie Coun-

ty, this state, and in 1880 became a student in

Muhlenberg College in Allentown, where he took

a four-years course, and was graduated with the

Class of '84 as Bachelor of Arts.

In 1884 Mr. Reitz, deciding to follow the minis-

try, entered the Lutheran Theological Seminary at

Philadelphia, from which institution he was grad-

uated in 1887. The followingsummer he took the

elementary and intermediate course in Hebrew at

Dr. W. R. Harper's Hebrew Summer School in the

Quaker City. Dr. Harper was then President of

Yale College, and conducted the summer schools

in Hebrew throughout the country. He is now

the well known President of Chicago University.

After completing his studies, Rev. Mr. Reitz

conducted a private school in New Tripoli, which

had for its object the preparing of teachers for

public-school work. In 1887, however, he took

charge of the three churches mentioned in our

opening paragraph, in the work of which he is

very successful. For several years he made his

home in Cherryville, but in 1893 moved to Wal-

nutport, where he owns farm lands of one hundred

acres. He is a very popular minister of the Gos-

pel, and not only is he highly esteemed by the

members of his own church, but his name is the

synonym for integrity and probity wherever

known.

The marriage of our subject with Miss Ada J.

Follweiler was celebrated March 12, 1889. The

lady is the daughter of Charles and Kate Foll-

weiler, and a sister of Assemblyman Warren T.

Follweiler, and by her union with Mr. Reitz there
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has been born a son, Charles B. The congregations

over which our subject lias charge are independ-

ent of the control of any synod, which result was

brought about after a vote of the members, when

an attempt had been made to unite them. Elder

Reitz was a member of the synod at this time, and

in order to retain his position as minister of the

congregations he was obliged to withdraw from

that body.

In 1887 Muhlenberg College conferred upon

Rev. Mr. Reitz the degree of Master of Arts. Since

devoting his life to the salvation of others, he has

been greatly prospered, and his well balanced and

well stored mind and manly character have won
for him popularity among the parishioners.

JOHN A. OPLINGER, lessee of what is now
known as Oplinger's Mill at Howersville,

manufactures a high grade of flour, and is

also a dealer in all kinds of grain, feed, meal,

etc. He is a native of this state, having been born

in Northampton County, November 18, 1839, and
is the son of Daniel and Lovina (Seip) Oplinger.

The family is an old and honored one in the coun-
ty, the grandparents of John A. Oplinger having
located in the Lehigh Valley in a very early day.

Daniel Oplinger is still living, at the advanced age

of seventy-eight years, and is said to be one of the

oldest residents of Danielsville, where he makes his

home. Of the children in the parental family one
is deceased and five survive, namely: John A., the

subject of this sketch; Emma, who is the wife of

Henry Buck, and resides in Catasauqua; Reuben R.,

living in Lehigh Township; Mrs. Amandus App,
who also makes her home in the above township;
and Catherine, who married Jeremiah Hower, and
is living in Lehigh Township. Rev. James M. is

deceased.

John A. Oplinger was reared to man's estate in

Lehigh Township, in the mean time aiding his fa-

ther on the home place, and attending first the
district schools, where he acquired a fair education.

Later he became a student in the Weaversville

Academy, and afterward the Asbury Academy in

New Jersey, which was followed by a course at the

academy in Williamsburg, this county. For several

years after completing his education he was em-

ployed as a teacher, which occupation he abandoned

in order to engage in business for himself. In

1865 he was united in marriage to Miss Alvesta

E., daughter of Reuben Leitenguth, a resident of

Pennsville, this state. Their union has been bless-

ed by the birth of four children, namely: Henry

H., Harvey N., Emma J. and Jeremiah D.

In addition to his milling interests Mr. Oplinger

is the proprietor of a valuable farm, comprising

eighty well improved acres in Lehigh Township,

from the rental of which he reaps a good income.

In politics Mr. Oplinger is a Prohibitionist,

and he has done much toward advancing the cause

of temperance in this section. The United Evan-

gelical Church, with which he has been connected

for many years, finds in him one of its most ear-

nest workers.

The Oplinger Flouring Mill is fitted out with a

full roller system, and has a capacity for turning

out fifty barrels of flour every twenty-four hours.

It is operated by water-power and is one of the

best mills in the county. Our subject manufact-

ures a fine grade of flour, making a specialty

of the following brands: "Magic," "Daisy,"

"XXXX Patent," "Pride of Lehigh," and "Econ-

omy." His two sons, Harve}' N. and Jeremiah

D., are interested in the mill, and Henry H. resides

on the farm. The building, which is made of brick,

is four stories in height and located on Indian

Creek, in Lehigh Township.

HENRY K. LAURY. At present a resident

of Whitehall, this gentleman has been a

life-long citizen of Lehigh County, where

his birth occurred June 8, 1830. Through his ma-

ternal ancestors he traces his lineage to Germany
while his paternal progenitors were of Scotch-Irish

origin. He is of good old Revolutionary stock,

and the family of which he is a member was repre-
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sented in the Colonial struggle. His paternal great-

grandfather and great-great-gran dfather fought

under General Washington. The last-named an-

cestor, though advanced in years when the war be-

gan, saw three of his sons leave home for the serv-

ice of the country, and then himself followed them

to the front, where he fought gallantly until he

was killed in a battle near Mt. Bethel, N. J. There

his remains were interred, and even at this far dis-

tant day the mortal remains of the valiant soldier

still lie near the scene of his last battle.

The parents of our subject were Judge David

and Maria Laury, natives of Lehigh County, Pa.

The former was a man of prominence in his day,

and Laury's Station, Pa., was named in his honor'

as was also the engine "David Laury," that bore

the Liberty Bell from Allentown to Bethlehem, en

route to the World's Columbian Exposition. Fur-

ther information regarding the family history ap-

pears in connection with the sketch of A. C. P.

Laury, our subject's brother.

Henry K. was reared to manhood in Lehigh

County, and early became familiar with farm pur-

suits, after which he clerked for several years in a

mercantile establishment, and then followed the

carpenter's trade. For many years he owned and

conducted a barbershop at Whitehall, and through

the various enterprises in which he engaged be-

came successful. February 29, 1864, he enlisted

in the Union army, becoming a member of Com-

pany H, One Hundred and Twelfth Provisional

Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, and served under

both General Grant and General Burnside as Di-

vision Commanders. He took part in the five-

days engagement in the Wilderness, was at Mine

Run, Cold Harbor and the siege of Petersburg.

At the latter place he was taken seriously ill with

chronic diarrhoea, and for a long time was unable

to leave the hospital. November 6, 1864, he was

honorably discharged from the service, and is now

in receipt of a pension of $18 per month.

Returning to Whitehall, Mr. Laury has since

made this place his home. August 12, 1852, he

married Apollonia M. Leisenring, who was born

April 27, 1836, in Lehigh County, being a daugh-

ter of Conrad and Lydia (Roth) Leisenring, na-

tives of Pennsylvania. Mr. and Mrs. Laury are

the parents of one son, David C, who resides in

Allentown, is married and has two children, Edna
and Mabel. Socially Mr. Laury affiliates with

Lieut. George W. Fuller Post No. 378, at Catasau-

qua. A Democrat politically, he has never been

prevailed upon to accept local offices, as he has

preferred to give his attention to business duties.

He and his wife are members of the German Luth-

eran Church.

~^-=^m>^t<m^

REUBEN R. OPLINGER is a practical and

wide-awake business man of Northampton

County, and is now successfully engaged

in the manufacture of roofing slate, etc., in Lehigh

Township. He is a native of this county, and was

born October 29, 1843, to Daniel and Lovina (Seip)

Oplinger, also natives of this county, and at pres-

ent residing in Danielsville, where they have at-

tained an advanced age. The family is a very old

one in the Lehigh Valley, and on one occasion en-

tertained Benjamin Franklin.

Daniel Oplinger was engaged in agricultural pur-

suits for a number of years, but is now living re-

tired, having accumulated a good property. Of

his family of children live survive, those besides

Reuben R. being John A., whose history will be

found on another page in this volume; Emma, the

wife of Henry Buck, living in Catasauqua; Amelia,

who married Amandus App, and makes her home

in Lehigh Township; and Kate, the wife of J. K.

Hower, also a resident of that township.

Reuben R. Oplinger grew to manhood in this

county, where he has resided his entire life. The

knowledge gained in the common schools was sup-

plemented by a course in the Kutztown State Nor-

mal, after which young Oplinger taught twelve

terms of school. This occupation not being ex-

actly to his taste, he next began working in the

slate quarries, and after being thus engaged for a

number of years, became a member of the firm of

Oplinger, Bossard & Co., owners of a gristmill

located on Indian Creek, in Lehigh Township,

and run by steam and water power. He was con-
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nected with that business for about, five years,

when he resigned, and began as a slate operator,

under the firm name of the Oplinger & Bossard

Slate Company.

The marriage of Mr. Oplinger was celebrated

in 1873, with Miss Catherine Clewell, daughter of

John Clewell, formerly a resident of Lehigh Town-

ship, but now deceased. Their union has resulted

in the birth of eight children, six of whom are de-

ceased. The two living are Walter W., who is at-

tending the Pennsylvania State Normal at Kutz-

town, and Edith E., at home. In politics Mr. Op-

linger is a strong Prohibitionist. His career up to

the present time has been a most successful one,

and he is ranked among the well-to-do residents

of the county. He is a devoted member of the

United Evangelical Church, in the work of which

he takes a prominent part.

CTX LFRED M. PAFF, one of the native sons

/—\ of Northampton County, was born in

Lower Mt. Bethel Township, December 14,

1849, and for fifteen years and over his home has

been in Bangor. In 1882 he organized the First

National Bank of this place, which was incorpo-

rated with a capital stock of $60,000, this having

since been increased to $170,000, besides the re-

served surplus and deposits. Since the bank was

organized Mr. Paff has acted in the capacity of

Cashier, to which position he was unanimously

elected.

The ancestors of our subject, about one hun-

dred years ago, lived near Baden Baden, Germany.
The founder of the family in America settled in

Bucks County, this state, and there our subject's

grandfather, John, was born. He followed the

lifelong occupation of farming, dying when his

son Henry was about nine years of age. His re-

mains were placed to rest in the cemetery within

the limits of this county. He was a Democrat in

politics, and a member of the .Lutheran Church.

On the maternal side the grandfather, Barnet Mil-

ler, was a native of Northampton County, and

also followed agricultural pursuits. He died and

was buried in the cemetery at Centreville, Stone

Church, Pa. Our subject's father, Henry, who was

born in Lower Mt. Bethel Township, October 4

1821, died March 14, 1859, and was buried at

Martin's Creek, in the Three Churches Cemetery.

Like his ancestors, he devoted himself to agricult-

ure, and was industrious and a worthy citizen.

In political faith he was a Democrat, and religi-

ously was associated with the Lutheran denomina-

tion, being a regular church attendant. He mar-

ried Sarah A. Miller, by whom he had six chil-

dren: Catherine Ann, Mrs. Reuben H. Labar, of

Stone Church; Susannah, Mrs. Daniel Gruver, of

Washington Township; Jacob H, who married a

Miss Darrhon, and lives in Bushkill Township;

A.lfred M.; Sarah J., Mrs. Joseph Slamp, of Bangor;

and William, who died in infancy.

Our subject was reared on his father's farm, his

time being alternately divided between work on

the homestead and in attending the public schools.

Afterwards he entered Millersville Normal. As his

guardian was very careful of his ward's money,

and allowed him barely enough for his expenses,

he obtained a position as teacher, and thus worked

his way independently for some years. In 1873

he graduated from the Millersville Normal, and

then for the next five years held schools at Loys-

ville, Perry County; at Portland, this county, and

other places. The next two years he served as

Principal of the Bangor School, being the first to

occupy that position after it became a borough.

He introduced the graded system in his school,

and at the same time took part in the various

branches of educational and institute work through-

out the county. In the mean time, after graduat-

ing from Millersville Normal, he applied himself

to mathematics, Latin and the higher branches

of learning. He has served this borough as Sur-

veyor for a number of years, and had not his

duties in connection with the bank precluded

his acting in that capacity, he probably would

have devoted himself to surveying. In 1878 he

accepted a position in a private bank at Bangor,

and remained in that place for four years. Hav-

ing an eye to business openings, the young man

became convinced that on account of the increas-
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ing demands upon the bank a larger and more

thoroughly organized institution would be ex-

tremely practicable, and the First National Bank

was the outgrowth of this idea.

Mr. Paff has been identified as a stockholder in

the Bangor Union Slate Company, in which he is

Treasurer, and in the Seek-No-Further Slate Com-

pany of East Bangor. When the Bangor & Port-

land Railroad was being organized, he was influen-

tial in securing the right of way. In regard to

politics he is a Republican, and actively interested

in his party's welfare, having been elected to serve

as Chief Burgess, member of the Council, a Direc-

tor on the School Board, and in various other pub-

lic positions.

May 6, 1876, Mr. Paff married Ariella, daughter

of Joseph H. and Margaret A. Beck, of Stone

Church, Pa. To Mr. and Mrs. Paff have been born

two children, Joseph Willard and Mary Florence,

their birthdays occurring in November, 1877, and

in April, 1882, respectively. Mr. and Mrs. Paff

are members of the Reformed Church.

H^»

JOHN STOTZER, a well known and respected

citizen of Easton, is at present serving as a

Notary Public, and is Treasurer of the Coun-

ty Almshouse, which latter position he has

filled with. ability since 1882. In 1874 he was

chosen to represent this district in the Legislature,

and also attended the sessions of 1875-76. For

four years he served efficiently as a member of the

Board of Control, or Board of School Directors,

and for three years was President of the organiza-

tion. From 1863 to 1872, a period of nine years,

he was a member of the Borough Council. It will

thus be seen that he has long occupied influential

positions in the public service, and at all times he

has discharged his duties with a high sense of fidel-

ity and honor.

The birth of Mr. Stotzer occurred September 12,

1829, iu Berne, Switzerland. His father, Samuel

Stotzer, was born and spent his entire life in the

same city. For a number of years he followed the

occupation of coachman, and died while in the

prime of life, in 1831, aged thirty-three years. His

wife, whose maiden name was Mary Kocher, after-

wards married Charles Bless, a cabinetmaker by

trade. They came to the United States about 1833,

and located in Northampton County, at what was

then known as Catherine Furnace. They contin-

ued to reside in that locality until 1846, when

they became residents of Easton. Our subject's

mother died in 1849, when in her fiftieth year.

The early education of John Stotzer was ac-

quired in the public schools of Northampton

County, which he attended until about thirteen

years of age. He then secured a position on the

canal, and gradually rose until he became the

owner of a boat which was used for conveying coal

from the mines to Philadelphia. In this business

he continued until 1847, when he entered a store

as clerk, and served in that capacity for two years.

At the end of that time he engaged in the grocery

business, and conducted a successful trade until

1860 on his own account. While a youth on the

canal he spent much time in study, and through

his own efforts became well informed on general

questions.

For six years Mr. Stotzer served as Justice of the

Peace. Later he was elected Register of Wills,

serving two terms of three years each. In April,

1867, he was made Commissioner's Clerk, and

acted as such for three years. He then retired from

public office to open up a real-estate and convey-

ancing business, which still occupies his attention.

From 1871 to 1882 he was Secretary of the Glen-

don Building and Loan Association, and has

been interested in other concerns having for their

object the upbuilding of the city. Prior to the

war he was for years identified with the Citizens'

Artillery, being First Lieutenant of the organiza-

tion.

Fraternally Mr. Stotzer is a member of Father-

land Lodge No. Ill, I. O. O. F., and helped to or-

ganize Elm Lodge No. 604. He also aided iu

founding the Valley Union Encampment, and has

contributed much to the success of the Odd Fel-

lows' Society. He acted as First Officer in both

of the above lodges at their organization. For-

merly he was a member of the Ancient Order of
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Good Fellows and of the Ancient Order of Druids,

both of which societies have been discontinued.

As a member of Amana Castle No. 77, K. of P.,

he has represented his lodge in the Grand Lodge

of the state for about twenty years, and is a Past

Officer in the state organization. He has been

Grand Chancellor, and for four years was Supreme

Representative from Pennsylvania to the Supreme

Lodge of the World. When the lodge was organ-

ized at Easton he was made First Officer of the

same, and has filled all the chairs except that of

Supreme Chancellor of National Organization.

For twenty-three years he has been a member of

the Masonic fraternity, being identified with Dela-

ware Lodge No. 52, of Phillipsburg, N. J. Relig-

iously he holds membership with the German Re-

formed Church.

In November, 1849, Mr. Stotzer married Miss

Sarah Catherine Dachrodt, whose father, John A.,

was a butcher in Easton. To our worthy subject

and wife were born seven children: Mary A., wife

of William B. Heckman, who is train dispatcher at

Buffalo, N. Y., for the Lehigh Valley Railroad;

Emma L., Mrs. Joseph Lightcap, of Easton ; Charles

W., whose home is in Easton; Anna J., Mrs. Gil-

bert Fulmer^of Easton; Frank J., who is unmar-
ried and also a resident of this place; Nellie, Mrs.

E. W. Warne, of Phillipsburg; and Sallie O, who
is deceased. Mrs. Stotzer was called to her final

rest in September, 1884, at the age of fifty-three

years.

. ^WC*

QUIRE LEVIN A. MIKSCH is a public-

spirited citizen, in harmony with the ad-

vanced ideas, intelligent progress and the
best methods of promoting education, improve-
ments, and the good of his country generally. He
is the oldest resident now living in West Bethle-
hem, where he is one of its prominent lumber and
coal merchants, conducting a fine business in con-
nection with a Mr. Borhek.

Our subject was born November 1, 1820, in
Nazareth, Northampton County, this state, and is

the son of Jacob Miksch, whose birth occurred in

1787, at Christian Spring, that county. Grand-

father Christian Miksch was a native of Bethle-

hem, but was reared to manhood in the above

county, where he carried on the blacksmith's trade.

The great-grandfather of our subject, Michael

Miksch, was born September 27, 1710, in Moravia,

Austria. The latter, during his youngeV days, was

sent as a missionary to that country, but was not

allowed to stay there long enough to accom-

plish any good, being driven out of the country

along with other missionaries. He returned to

his native place, and was then sent to Georgia,

as a missionary in the Moravian Mission Church.

He labored there for many years, but finally re-

moved to this state, where he was made manager

of the Moravian Farm which he superintended

for many years. His last place of residence was

in Christian Spring, where his decease occurred

January 28, 1792.

The father of our subject followed in the foot-

steps of his father, and was also a blacksmith by

trade during his younger years, but on abandon-

ing that line of business located on a farm near

Nazareth, where his decease occurred at the age of

ninety-one years and two months. His wife, Mrs.

Catherine (Weinland) Miksch, was born near Hope,

N. J., and her father, Christian Weinland, was

likewise a native of that state, whence he came to

Nazareth in an early day.

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Miksch had eight children,

all of whom are deceased with the exception of

Francis, who is eighty years of age and resides in

Nazareth; Levin, of this sketch, and Joseph, who
makes his home at Iron Hill. He of whom we

write was reared in his native place and attended

school until fifteen years of age, when he began

working as clerk in a general merchandise store. In

November, 1840, however, he removed to Wayne
County, and in company with a Mr. Wooley es-

tablished a general merchandise and lumber busi-

ness at Hopesdale. They owned a large saw mill,

and the lumber which they manufactured was

rafted in logs to their mill, and when worked over

into lumber was floated on the Delaware River to

Trenton and Philadelphia. Mr. Miksch was thus

employed for eleven years, and during his resi-

dence in that locality had many thrilling experi-
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ences in hunting bear and other wild animals, of

which he killed a great number.

In 1851 our subject came to West Bethlehem,

where he was given the position of Superintend-

ent of the Borhek & Knauss Lumber and Coal

Company, and filled the position of Manager of

their retail yards until August, 1860. Previous to

that year one member of the firm, C. L. Knauss,

died, and the survivor, Mr. Borhek, sold the busi-

ness to A. C. Borhek, C. M. Knauss and L. A.

Miksch, and these gentlemen operated together

until 1877, when C. M. Knauss of the firm sold his

interest to Mr. Borhek, and the style was changed

to that of Borhek & Miksch, which is still retained.

Their yard is located on the corner of Main and

Canal Streets and covers over three blocks. On it

are erected all the necessary sheds and buildings,

and the office, which is situated on Main Street, is

built of brick. It is the oldest yard in the city,,

its original owner, Henry G. Guetter, having sold

the business in 1848 to Borhek & Knauss. They

carry all kinds of building materials and deal in

large quantities of lime and hard and soft coal,

making a specialty of Upper Lehigh Valley coal.

Mr. Miksch is occupying with his family a sub-

stantial residence on Canal Street, and it may be

said of him that he has done more than any other

one man toward the upbuilding of this place. He
gives his aid to every project calculated to ad-

vance its interests, and is therefore looked upon as

one of the prominent citizens of Lehigh County.

He has been very successful in his business career

and owns considerable real estate in this vicinity.

Our subject was married in Wayne County, this

state, in 1845, to Miss Magdalena, daughter of

John Frebele. She was born in Germany, of which

place her father was also a native, and departed

this life in 1861. She was the mother of ten chil-

dren, six of whom grew to mature years: Ellen,

whose decease occurred in her sixteenth year; Will-

iam, a merchant of Bethlehem, who died when thir-

ty-three years old; Jacob, in business with his fa-

ther; Harriet L., the wife of Alfred Moore, who

makes her home in this city; Levin A., Jr., a ma-

chinist in this place; and Mary M., now Mrs. J. C.

Wagner, who also makes her home in this city.

Our subject is very popular in his community

and while residing in Hanover Township was
elected, in 1855, as Justice of the Peace on the Re-

publican ticket, in the strongest Democratic town-
ship in the county. He was re-elected to the same

position in 1860, and was the incumbent of that

office for ten years in succession. He is a member
of the Moravian Church in Bethlehem, and is act-

ive in all church and Sunday-school work. He
is a member of the Pennsylvania Lumbermen's
Protective Association, and with his partner is en-

joying a large trade, which from the beginning

has steadily increased.

J3

HENRY D. KECK, the popular Station

Agent at Whitehall for the Lehigh Val-

ley Railway Company, and agent for the

United States Express Company, is a native of Le-

high County, and was born July 14, 1853. His

parents, William J. and Mary A. (Sheirer) Keck,

were born in Pennsylvania, and both were of Ger-

man descent. The father is deceased, but the

mother still survives, making her home at Laury's

Station, Pa.

After completing the studies of the common
schools, Mr. Keck entered the Eastman Business

College at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., from which he

was graduated in 1872. Subsequently he attended

the Keystone State Normal at Kutztown, Pa., for

one term. Afterward, for a number of years, he

was engaged in teaching public and private schools,

but, though meeting with success in his profession,

he did not care to continue it for his life work. In

1886 he entered the freight department of the Le-

high Valley Railroad at Perth Amboy, N. J., where

he continued for four years, being head clerk dur-

ing a portion of that time.

In 1890 Mr. Keck came to Whitehall and as-

sumed the duties of Station Agent, in which capa-

city he has since been engaged. Socially he is

identified with Seigfried Lodge No. 1026,1. 0.

O. F., and in his religious connections he adheres

to the doctrines of the Lutheran Church, the faith

of his forefathers. The political questions of the



612 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

age receive from him the serious consideration

which they demand, and he has firm convictions

upon all subjects of general importance. In po-

litical belief he is an earnest advocate of Demo-

cratic principles, and invariably gives his support

to the nominees of that party. He gives his aid

to all public measures having for their object the

promotion of the welfare of the people, and may

be relied upon to give his influence in behalf of all

that is true, uplifting and beneficial.

Establishing domestic ties, Mr. Keck was united

in marriage, February 4, 1877, with Amelia E.

Simmon, who was born in Lehigh County, Pa.,

a daughter of Harrison and Elmeline Simmon, also

residents of this county. The union has resulted

in the birth of three children: Carrie E., George

W. and Madeline M. By all who know them

Mr. and Mrs: Keck are held in high regard as peo-

ple of true worth and nobility of character.

<^Tt UGUSTUS WOLLE, deceased, who was
/—\ foremost in so many of the great enter-

prises of the Lehigh Valley, was a man of

great public spirit, was far-sighted and sagacious

in his judgment, and many of his investments ex-

ceeded his greatest expectation in their outcome.

For generations his ancestors have been conspicu-

ously associated with the history of the Moravian
Society at Bethlehem. One of these, Peter Wolle,

was born November 6, 1745, in Herrnhut, Saxony,
Germany, and was sent as a Moravian missionary

to the West Indies. His children ultimately emi-

grated to the United States, becoming men of

prominence. The Rt.-Eev. Peter Wolle, as he was
called, was for years Senior Bishop of the society

in America. Jacob was for many years Justice of

the Peace, Chief Burgess, and a leading member of
the Philharmonic Society in Bethlehem; and an-

other son, John Frederick, our subject's father, for

twenty years conducted the business of the soci-

ety's store at the corner of Main and Market
Streets, this city. He married Sabina, daughter of
Judge William Henry, of Nazareth, Pa., and grand-

daughter of Judge William Henry, of Lancaster,

Pa. The latter was a member of the Continental

Congress and a personal friend of Robert Fulton,

to whom he gave the original idea and sketch of

the steamboat, which the latter afterward patented.

He was also in the Government employ during the

Revolutionary War, furnishing arms to the Colon-

ial army. At his death he was Treasurer of Lan-

caster County, and the court appointed his wife, a

woman of great ability, to fill out his term. Their

son William was a pioneer, near Nazareth, in the

iron furnace business, his forge and works being

located at Jacobsburg.

Augustus Wolle, who was born at Nazareth, Sep-

tember 8, 1821, received a thorough education in

the Moravian schools, as did also his two brothers

and sister. Sylvester, the eldest, was' Treasurer

of the Moravian Society of the Northern Diocese.

Rev. Fraucis, the second son, was Principal of the

Young Ladies' Seminary in Bethlehem for seven-

teen years; and Elizabeth became the wife of

Bishop H. A. Shultz in 1835.

Our subject entered the co-operative store su-

perintended by his father, and was a clerk there

for ten years. He then purchased the establish-

ment, and remained its sole proprietor until 1853,

when he associated with himself Robert P. Krause

and James H. Wolle. Subsequently Ambrose J.

Erwin was also admitted, and the business was

conducted under the name of A. Wolle & Co.

until 1863, when the firm name was changed to

Wolle, Krause & Erwin, under which title they

continued seven years, when the senior partner re-

tired. During the thirty-five years of his active

management, the business increased with great ra-

pidity, and its reputation as one of the principal

trading-houses of the region was fully sustained.

The active brain of Augustus Wolle developed

many other enterprises of magnitude, and his ven-

tures were attended with unusual success. As early

as 1837 his brother Francis, when clerking for his

father, invented a machine for the manufacture of

paper bags, on which he received patents in 1852.

In order to render this valuable invention profita-

ble, a vast deal of energy and money were required,

and the necessary means were furnished by Augus-

tus Wolle. After an outlay of $75,000, much of this



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 613

being spent in litigating infringements on the pat-

ent, the right was disposed of for $200,000. The

brothers were the pioneers, and the very first in

the world, to manufacture paper bags by machinery.

Eighteen years of anxious care, visiting of the

Paris Exposition in 1855, and traveling to other

European cities for the purpose of introducing the

invention, were required to effect the great final

results. 8. E. Pettee, who made the most impor-

tant improvement on the machine, contributed

equally to its ultimate practical use and satisfac-

tory success.

After disposing of the patent, Augustus Wolle

again interested himself in the manufacture of

iron, having previously been a stockholder in the

Thomas Iron Company of Hokendauqua, when he

had conceived certain original ideas upon the sub-

ject. -These he proceeded, in 1857, to practically

carry out, and in 1860, in company with others,

he founded an iron company, which was located

on the south side of the Lehigh River at Bethle-

hem. Moreover, he purchased land in what is now
known as South Bethlehem, and by his individual

efforts succeeded in procuring papital in Philadel-

phia and elsewhere. Though seemingly great risks

were taken in venturing upon the enterprise with

comparatively insufficient capital, the Bethlehem

Iron Company was established in 1860, and is now
one of the most extensive works of the kind in the

world. Mr. Wolle was the first President of this

great company, and four years later the success of

his last enterprise prompted him to other fields,

and his attention being drawn to the slate interests

of Northampton County, his first move was the or-

ganization of the Chapman Slate Company, which

also proved a decided financial success. The same

year he founded the Pennsylvania Slate Company,

for which he pledged his personal responsibility,

and this enterprise nearly proved his Waterloo, for

the company encountered such severe difficulties

and losses that it was obliged to succumb, but, un-

willing to acknowledge defeat, Mr. Wolle re-organ-

ized the compan3% which finally operated with suc-

cess. In the building of the railroad from Bethle-

hem to Wind Gap he was also interested. The old

Pennsylvania Slate Company, where now stands

Pen Argyl and at present owned by John 1. Blair,

is now worth millions, and the Bethlehem Iron

Company is noted the world over. In real estate

he had much invested at times, and was one of the

founders of South Bethlehem.

In 1845 Augustus Wolle married C. E. Leinbach,

of Salem, N. C, by whom he had ten children.

Emily T. became Mrs. William S. Sieger, and died

in 1873; Francis L. and Clarence A. reside in Beth-

lehem; Rev. Edward S. is pastor of the Second Mo-
ravian Church in Philadelphia; Alice C. is the wife

of Rev. John H. Clewell, Principal of the Female

Academy of Salem, N. C; M. Eugenia is the wife

of Rev. F. P. Wild, pastor of a church at Bethab-

ara, Jamaica, West Indies; Edith S., whose home
is in New York City, is the wife of E. J. Wessels;

Grace has charge of the school of cookery in the

Salem Female Academy in North Carolina; a sketch

of George H. is on' another page of this volume;

and Elizabeth L. makes her home in Bethlehem.

The mother of these children is still living at the

old home, but the husband and father was called

from this life August 11, 1878. He was every inch

a true and noble man, who numbered many friends.

BENJAMIN F. WONDERLY is a genial

gentleman, whom it is a pleasure to know,

and who has many warm personal friends,

not only in the city of Allen town, where he resides,

but throughout Lehigh County. He is a native of

this state, having been born in Bath, Northampton

County, November 7, 1835. He is the son of Roney

and Eliza (Stout) Wonderly, natives of Northamp-

ton. The father was a miller by trade, but followed

the occupation of a farmer the greater part of his

life. The mother makes her home in Catasauqua.

The subject of this sketch received a fair educa-

tion, and on leaving the temple of learning ap-

prenticed himself to learn the cabinet-maker's trade

at Bath, his native place. In 1858 he came to Al-

len town, where he followed his trade in the employ

of different parties until 1865, when he formed a

partnership with his last employer, the firm carry-

ing on business under the style of Sell & Wonderly.
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They continued thus to operate until 1872, when

the connection was severed, and our subject began

to do business with Joseph D. Schreiber, the firm

being known as Wonderly & Schreiber. In 1879

he disposed of his interest, and in the fall of that

year began in the undertaking business at No. 36

North Seventh Street, where he now has a large

establishment and keeps a varied stock of caskets,

and all the furnishings to be found in the store of

a first-class undertaker and embalmer. He directs

nearly three hundred funerals annually, and as a

man of wide experience commands the respect and

confidence of the entire community and surround-

ing country.

May 13, 1856, Mr. Wonderly of this sketch and

Miss Caroline Seigfried were united in marriage.

The lady was born in Bath, this state, and is the

daughter of Isaac and Elizabeth (Bartholomew)

Seigfried, natives of Berks and Northampton Coun-

ties, respectively. Their union has been blessed by

the birth of two children: Victor F., who is engaged

in the sale' of undertaking goods at Allen town;

and Alfred, who died in infancy.

Socially our subject is a Knight Templar, and

takes great interest in the workings of the Masonic

order. Politically he is a true-blue Republican,

and has served efficiently as a member of the School

Board. He owns a good residence, pleasantly lo-

cated at No. 517 Linden Street, where he and his

good wife are enjoying the consciousness of years

well and profitably spent.

^Ty- AMDEL S. MESSINGER, who is numbered

^^ among the most influential and prosper-

ous business men of Northampton County,
is proprietor of the Empire Agricultural Works of

Tatamy, and senior member of the firm of S. S.

Messinger cfe Son, iron founders and manufacturers
of agricultural implements and steam engines.

Such is the magnitude of the business, and his

prominence as a citizen, that a volume of this char-

acter would be incomplete were no mention made
of his life and work.

Born in Northampton County, June 28,1823,
tte subject of this biography is a descendant of

Swiss ancestors. His great-grandfather, Michael

Messinger, emigrated from Europe to America dur-

ing the eighteenth century, and in 1743 settled in

Northampton County, Pa. From the Penn heirs

he purchased a tract of land in Palmer Township,

upon which he located, becoming the founder of

the family in this country. Our subject, the son

of George M. Messinger, was reared to maturity

upon a farm, which he aided in tilling during the

summer, while in the winter seasons he was a pupil

in the early subscription schools between the ages

of ten and sixteen.

In 1857 Mr. Messinger began the manufacture

of plows and plowshares, at the solicitation of

David Witner, a molder by trade. The enter-

prise was conducted under the name of S. S. Mes-

singer until 1861, at which time he took in several

gentlemen as partners, the title being then changed

to Messinger, Shimer, Werkheiser & Allsfeld. After

a short time the works were leased by Henry Bruner,

Who conducted the enterprise about one and a-half

years. In 1864 Mr. Messinger took in as partner

Reuben L.-Shimer, under the title of Messinger &
Shimer, which continued until 1868, their princi-

pal manufacture being the Excelsior Mower and

Reaper. Employment was given to about thirty

or thirty-five hands.

From 1868 to 1873 Mr. Messinger conducted

the business alone, but during the latter year ad-

mitted his son, G. Frank, as partner, under the firm

style of S. S. Messinger & Son. The senior mem-

ber in 1876 sold out his interest to his son Charles

S., and the name of the concern was S. S. Mes-

singer's Sons until 1883. Our subject then re-pur-

chased his original interest from his son Charles

S., and has since been at the head of the firm of

S. S. Messinger & Son.

From a small beginning the concern has in-

creased in magnitude until it is now one of the

most important in the county. At the present

time there are one hundred and nine persons em-

ployed in the seven departments, viz.: the foun-

dry, finishing shop, wood-working machinery de-

partment, carpenter and setting-up department,

painting shop, blacksmith shop and the plow de-

partment. Each department has its foreman, and

in the office there are two clerks who attend to the



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 615

correspondence. In the plow department are man-

ufactured from ten to fifteen thousand plows an-

nually. All the goods manufactured in the plant

are of superior finish and quality and find a ready

sale. Among the specialties are grain threshers,

separators and cleaners, and the modern improved

agricultural implements are also manufactured.

Mr. Messinger married Miss Sabina, daughter

of Edward B. Shimer, of Forks Township, North-

ampton County, and four children have been born

unto them, namely: James E., G. Frank, Charles

S., and Hannah C, wife of William Stauffer. Po-

litically our subject is a Republican, and, while

not partisan in his opinions, is one of the most

prominent men of his party in his locality. He
has served as Burgess of Tatamy since it was made

a borough, in 1893. At present he is a Director

and Treasurer of the Farmers' Mutual Fire Insur-

ance Company of Pennsylvania, and has held the

former position since the organization of the com-

pany, in 1865, in which he was a prominent factor.

Socially he is a member of the Masonic order, be-

longing to the lodge at Easton, and is also identi-

fied with the Knights of Malta at Tatamj'.

G. Frank Messinger, General Superintendent of

the plant, was born in Northampton County, Pa.,

November 28, 1848, and received a common-school

education in Palmer Township. He learned the

trade of a molder, though he has never followed

it. When only nine years old he began working

in the plant, and since then has gained a thorough

knowledge of every branch of the work. The

splendid improvements now visible in the plant

have been largely planned and executed through

his energy and inventive skill. In addition to

this enterprise, he is also proprietor of the Bel-

fast Hard-Vein Slate Quarry, at Belfast, Pa., one

of the oldest quarries in the slate region of North-

ampton County. The slate manufactured is per-

haps the best produced in the hard-vein region,

and is used for roofing slate, flagging, posts, steps

and grave covers. Among its good qualities are

the facts that it does not change in color, absorb

moisture, fade, rust, or decompose in any manner.

The marriage of G.Frank Messinger united him

with Miss Clara, daughter of William Reinheimer,

of Palmer Township, Northampton County. They

are the parents of four living children: George,

Lizzie, Carrie and Rosa. In politics a Republican,

he is now President of the Borough Council at

Tatamy, and is prominent in civic affairs. So-

cially he belongs to the Masonic lodge at Easton,

the Knights of Malta at Tatamy, and the Senior

Order United American Mechanics of this place.

BERNHARD KEISER. Thoughtful readers

are always interested in an account of a

man who, poor in youth, has successfully

overcome obstacles, and on reaching old age is en-

abled to surround his family with all the comforts

of life. Such in brief is the record of Mr. Keiser,

now living retired in Fullerton. He is a native of

Germany, and was born in Wurtemberg, July 3,

1828. In his native land he learned the trade of

a cabinet-maker, which he followed in connection

with the occupation of a house carpenter for many
years, and he was also an expert pattern-maker.

Emigrating to America in 1854, Mr. Keiser took

passage on a sailing-vessel at Havre, and after forty

days landed in New York, whence he proceeded

direct to Philadelphia. In that city he followed

his trade for a short time, removing from there to

Allen town, where he was also occupied at his trade.

For some time he was pattern-maker in a foundry.

In the early '60s he moved to Hokendauqua, where

he was first engaged as a pattern-maker, and later

made drawings for the Thomas Iron Company.

After two years spent in that place, he went to Al-

lentown, and became a member of the firm of Bar-

bour & Co., carrying on a foundry for some

two years. He then returned to Hokendauqua

and accepted the position of Master Mechanic with

the Thomas Iron Company. While filling that

place he planned a portion of the buildings now
occupied by the plant. After twelve years in the

employ of the company, he came to Fullerton,

where he has since lived somewhat in retirement.

For two years, however, beginning in 1880, he was

in partnership with Harry Barbour in the Allen-

town foundry, under the firm title of Barbour,
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Keiser & Co., and although not at present actively

engaged in business, he still maintains an interest

in the affairs of trade, and finds sufficient to em-

ploy his time.

Mrs. Keiser, who was formerly Miss Caroline

Pfeiffer, was born in Germany, and has become the

mother of three children: Henry B., an engineer

and draftsman in the Carnegie Steel Works at

Braddock, Pa.; Frank B., Superintendent of the

Pioneer Mining and Manufacturing Company, near

Birmingham, Ala.; and Edward H., who is Profes-

sor of Chemistry at Bryn Mawr College, and has

received the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. Po-

litically Mr. Keiser is a Republican, but in local

matters votes for the man best qualified for office,

irrespective of political ties.

DR. CHARLES G. HIRNER, proprietor of

the C. G. Hirner Cattle Powder Works in

Allentown, is known in every portion of

the civilized globe as a great chemist. In the

"Past, Present and Future of the City of Allen-

town," published under the auspices of the Board

of Trade, is found mentioned among the remarka-

ble industries of the city the horse and cattle

powder works of Dr. Hirner.

It is now nearly forty years since this friend of

the farmer and poultryman introduced his now
famous Lehigh Cattle Powder, the greatest blood-

purifier yet discovered. The powder at once leaped

into general favor in the locality of his home, and
has since spread wherever its results have been
known. In 1857 he purchased the right to manu-
facture Duvoy's Horse and Mule Powder, which
he changed to accommodate the climate of this

country. The Farmers' Union Cattle' Powder, a
compound unequaled for dairy use, in increasing

the quality and quantity of milk, butter, flesh and
eggs, was a discovery of Dr. Hirner that followed
later on. The Dairyman's Cattle Powder, for gen-
eral use, and the Union Roach, Rat and Mice Ex-
terminator came next, the latter of which has
proved a terror to all such pests; while his Japan-

ese Corn Cure is death to that annoying affliction

of the feet.

Dr. Hirner was born at Boeblingen, Wurtem-

berg, Germany, March 25, 1835, and is the son of

M. F. Hirner, also a native of the above place,

where he lived, and died in 1877, at the age of

seventy-eight j'ears. He came of a very influential

family, and daring the greater part of his life was

a Councilman,'and took great interest in the mun-

icipal affairs of Boeblingen. His wife, who bore the

maiden name of Rosina Walters, was also a native

of Germany, where she departed this life some time

in the '60s, when in the sixty-seventh year of her

age.

Charles G., of this sketch, was given a fine edu-

cation in German, Latin, French and the classics

and after graduation took a course in chemistry,

in the laboratory of Bonj & Son, in his native city,

studying both practical and theoretical chemistry.

Our subject, when only six years of age, entered

the gymnasium of Boeblingen, and five years later

was elected teacher of athletics for a large class,

and continued thus to act until attaining his eigh-

teenth year.

After completing his course of study with Bonj

& Son, Mr. Hirner entered the University of Tue-

bingen, making a specialty of materia medica and

chemistry, under the instruction of the late Profes-

sors Gmelin and Reuchlin. Our subject possessed

great natural ability, and while in school was

awarded many prizes for his excellence in scholar-

ship. He completed his course in the University

in 1853, and that same year received the degree of

Doctor of Medicine, besides passing a splendid ex-

amination in chemistry. In the spring of the fol-

lowing year he emigrated to America, landing in

Philadelphia, whence he came directly to this city,

and connected himself with the establishment of

the late Dr. Danousky, with whom he practiced

for a short time. After this he practiced medi-

cine for a short time at La Fayette, Ind., but on

account of failing health went west to Leaven-

worth, Kan., and also traveled through other west-

ern states, remaining away until January 1, 1856,

when he returned to Allentown and began the

manufacture of the Lehigh Cattle Powders, in

which business he has attained such a wide reputa-
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tion. He has a large and extensive business, sell-

ing the product of his factory throughout the

United States, Canada, Australia, Tokio (Japan),

and various other countries.

The Doctor is President of the Tidoute Head-

light Oil Company, located in Warren County,

this state. Money-making but not money-loving,

Dr. Hirner is a perfect type of those who treat cir-

cumstances as a slave, instead of allowing them-

selves to become enslaved by circumstances.

The marriage of our subject occurred in 1858,

when he took to wife Miss Carrie, daughter of the

late Joseph Wannamaker, a miller by trade. To
them have been born a daughter and son. Nannie

married Elmer K. Schultz, of this city; and George

B. assists his father in his business. The Doctor

has always lead a very active life, and is in the en-

joyment of good health. With his estimable wife,

he belongs to St. John's Lutheran Church, and oc-

cupies a comfortable residence at No. 725 Linden

Street.

— #P—

•

.

(~y EORGE V. SNYDER is the efficient mana-

VjC ger 0I tQe store of the Chapman Supply

Company at Chapman Quarries, North-

ampton County, and is Postmaster at that point.

He is a native of this county, where his life has been

passed, and with its welfare he is thoroughly iden-

tified. His birth occurred December 12, 1839, his

parents being Peter and Susan Snyder, natives of

Lehigh County. Our subject's paternal ancestors

were among the early settlers of the Lehigh Valley,

and some of the pioneers of his name were killed

in one of the early Indian massacres.

The years of Mr. Snyder's boyhood passed unev-

entfully in the acquirement of an education while

living under the parental roof. In 1853 he en-

tered the mercantile business as a clerk in Kreiders-

ville, this county, with Samuel Seem, by whom he

was employed for a short time. For eight years

succeeding this he was in the employ of D. O. Say-

lor at Shoenersville, as clerk, after which he went
to Bethlehem. At that point he spent twenty-

nine years as a clerk in the general mercantile busi-

25

ness, working for various firms. His many years

of experience in this line of business, and his faith-

fulness to the interests of his employers, made him
a very fitting person to take charge of a similar

business, and April 1, 1893, he was made manager
of the Chapman Supply Company Store, which po-

sition he continues to fill.

In June, 1893, Mr. Snyder was appointed Post-

master at Chapman Quarries, and is discharging

the duties pertaining to that office with fidelity and
zeal. He is interested in secret societies, being iden-

tified with the Knights of the Golden Eagle, of

Packer Castle No. 116 at South Bethlehem; also

with Cyprus Commandery No. 54, K. of M., at

Bethlehem; and Lehigh Council No. 356, R. A.,

of Bethlehem. He is a member of the Reformed

Church and has been Superintendent of the Sun-

day-school for a number of years. Of a genial

disposition, he wins many friends and commands

the confidence of the community. In business he

makes use of correct and honorable methods, and

is winning success in his enterprises.

The marriage of Mr. Snyder was celebrated in

1860 to Miss Sarah, daughter of the late Adam Solt,

of Northampton County. Nine children have been

born to them, as follows: Titus H., who is in Dover,

N. J.; George F., a resident of Philadelphia; Mary

M., wife of M. J. Snyder, of Nazareth; Lizzie M.,

Mrs. W. H. Mitinan, of South Bethlehem; Cora S.,

wife of Daniel Nelis, also living in South Bethle-

hem; Nerin H., whose home is in Philadelphia;

Frank P., of Bethlehem; and Clara and Elsie, who

are at home. The children have been given good

school privileges, and are esteemed citizens of the

various communities in which they dwell.

0HABLES J. WALTERS, known throughout

Northampton County as a prosperous and

representative citizen of Raubsville, has

spent his entire life in the county where he now

resides. Here his birth occurred on the 21st of

July, 1850, his parents being Jacob and Sophia

(Shively) Walters, the former a native of New
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Jersey, and the latter born in Northampton County,

Pa. Tradition says that his paternal ancestors

were originally residents of Germany, but the fam-

ily has been represented in America for several

generations. The Shively familv was also early

established in this county.

About 1844 the father of our subject moved

from New Jersey to Pennsylvania, and, settling in

Williams Township, Northampton County, began

the life of an agriculturist. There he continued to

reside, occupied in tilling the soil, until his death,

which occurred at the old homestead July 20, 1872.

Throughout his community he was well and favor-

ably known, and in political matters was a stanch

advocate of Democratic principles. A Lutheran

in religious belief, he held membership in the

church of that denomination in Riegelsville.

The subject of this sketch was in youth the re-

cipient of such educational advantages as the com-
mon schools of Williams Township afforded. These

he attended during the winter seasons, while the

summer months were devoted to farm work. At
the age of fourteen his school days ended, and he

was thereafter exclusively occupied in agricultural

pursuits. His marriage, October 24, 1876, united

him with Miss Annie, the daughter of Samuel
and Mary A. (Dimmick) Raub, of Raubsville, the

mother being now deceased. This family has been

very prominent in Northampton County, and the

village of Raubsville was named in their honor.

Mr. and Mrs. Walters are the parents of one child,

a son named Jacob D.

At the time of his father's death our subject was
twenty-two years of age, and he then began in

business for himself on the old homestead in Will-
iams Township. He continued to live there for

many years, and through his energy and industry
effected many improvements in the place, brought
the soil to a high state of cultivation, kept the
various buildings in good repair, and maintained
the farm at a high standard of improvement. In
1894 he retired from the old homestead, and, mov-
ing to Raubsville, has since made his residence in

this village.

In politics a Democrat, Mr. Walters has served
as School Director of Williams Township, and also
frequently represented that township as delegate

to county conventions. At one time he was a

member of the Northampton County Committee

fiom the eastern part of Williams Township. In

religious belief he is identified with the Lutheran

Church of Raubsville, in which he is officiating as

a Deacon. Socially he belongs to Prosperity Lodge

No. 567, F. & A. M., at Riegelsville, and is also a

member of Fairview Grange No. 696, Williams

Township. A close observer and reader, he is in-

telligently posted on the current affairs of the day,

and takes an active interest in both local and na-

tional issues.

eHARLES ADA.M DORNEY, President of

the C. A. Dorney Furniture Company, is

one of the most prominent business men in

Allentown. He was born in this county, just three

miles from the city, March 20, 1844, and is the son

of Solomon Dorney, a native of Whitehall Town-
ship, where his decease occurred in 1856. He in

turn was the son of Adam Dorney, a well-to-do

resident of the county. The mother of our sub-

ject was Mrs. Susan (Scholl) Dorney, born in Le-

high County, and the daughter of David Scholl.

Charles A. of this sketch spent his boyhood days

in working on his father's farm, and up to his fif-

teenth year attended the district school. In 1862

he came to Allentown, and for three years clerked

in the dry-goods store of M. J. Kramer. In March,

1866, he opened up an establishment of his own,

having a large stock of fine millinery and fancy

goods, and was successfully engaged in that busi-

ness for a period of nine years.

In 1869, while still conducting his millinery in-

terests, Mr. Dorney, in partnership with Henry
Berkemeyer, embarked in the furniture trade, un-

der the firm name of Berkemeyer & Dorney. This

connection existed until 1873, when our subject

sold his interest in the enterprise to T. B. Fouth &
Co. Five years later he again became a stockholder

in the company, and is to-day the President. They

manufacture all kinds of handsome furniture in

their plant, which is located near the tracks of the
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Lehigh Valley Railroad, and is equipped with the

latest approved machinery for the manufacture of

chamber suits and sideboards. The company was

incorporated recently under the name of the C. A.

Dorney Furniture Company, with Charles Siegen-

fuss Treasurer, and B. M. Krause Secretary. They

give employment to two hundred men and do a

large and extensive business, having a paid-up

capital of $200,000.

December 10, 1865, our subject was united in

marriage with Miss Caroline Mertz, a native of

this county, and the daughter of Charles Mertz.

They have a beautiful residence located at No.

920 Hamilton Street, and; number their friends

among the best people in the county. Politically

he is a Republican.

PAUL C. BROADBECK is numbered among

the enterprising, progressive and substan-

tial business men of Catasauqua, and is no

unimportant factor in advancing its material inter-

ests. He is a very successful insurance man, and at

present is Assistant Superintendent of the Pruden-

tial Life Insurance Company of Newark, N. J., for

the Allen town District. He is a native of this

city, his birth occurring June 22, 1855.

John C. Broadbeck, the father, is of German

birth, and followed the trade of a carpenter in

Stuttgart. He crossed the Atlantic prior to his

marriage, and his first employment was as rigger

in charge of the ore beds of the Crane Iron Com-

pany. He was born in 1827, and died in this city

in 1881. He was married in the New World to

Miss Paulina Frederick, who was born in Wurtein-

berg, Germany, and is still living, at the age of

sixty-eight years, making her home in East Cata-

sauqua.

Of the two sons and one daughter born to Mr.

and Mrs. John C. Broadbeck, Paul of this sketch

was the eldest but one. He was only given limited

advantages for securing an education, and at the

early age of fourteen years was apprenticed to

learn the blacksmith trade in the shops of the Crane

Iron Company. He remained in their employ for

five years thereafter, but was finally obliged to quit

on account of failing health caused by breathing

sulphurous gas. A year later he retired from work

for a year, and then, going to Packerton, there car-

ried on his trade, and afterward, on locating in

Pittsburg, learned the trade of a cigar manufact-

urer. From that place he went to Meadville, where

he was employed as a cigar merchant for three

months, when he returned to Catasauqua and be-

gan work in the blacksmith department of the Dav-

ies & Thomas Iron Company.

In 1885 Mr. Broadbeck accepted the agency for

the Prudential Life Insurance Company, which he

now represents as Assistant Superintendent in this

district. He is successful in business and enjoys

the confidence and sincere esteem of a host of long

time friends. Mr. Broadbeck was married in this

city, April 22, 1880, to Miss Sarah C, daughter of

James Dilcher, a retired baker of Catasauqua.

Their home was brightened by the birth of three

children, Esther A., Minnie L. and Ralph C, but

all are deceased.

The original of this sketch owns six residences

in different parts of the city and also deals quite

extensively in real estate, which business he has

carried on in connection with his insurance agency

for the last twelve years. Socially he belongs to

the Knights of the Golden Eagle. The Lutheran

Church, which he has represented as Trustee, finds

in him a valued member. He is active in Sun-

day-school work, and has been Treasurer and Assist-

ant Superintendent for the past fifteen years.

CTyr BRAM ECKERT, Superintendent of the

I—\ Bangor Excelsior Slate Company, is a na-

tive of Northampton County, born in

Upper Mt. Bethel Township, August 8, 1845. The

family of which he is a member has resided in

Northampton County—principally in the upper

part—for several generations. His grandfather,

Abram Eckert, followed the occupation of an agri-

culturist until his death; his body lies buried in
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the Centreville Cemetery. George Eckert, our

subject's father, was born on the old homestead,

where he grew to manhood and began his chosen

occupation, that of agriculture. He was a man of

upright character, unflinching integrity and great

perseverance, and at his death, left not only a

comfortable property to his heirs, but also the

heritage of an honored and honorable life. With

others of the family who have passed away, his

remains repose in the Centreville Cemetery. In

politics he adhered to the principles that have

guided the Republican party in all its movements.

His membership religiously was in the Lutheran

Church.

Unto George and Sarah (Muffley) Eckert were

born eight children, namely: Katharine A., widow
of John Slack; Abram, the subject of this article;

Belinda, who married Obadiah Oyer; Emma, wife

of Thomas E. Lockard; John M.; Hiram, who en-

listed in the army during the late war, took part

in the Seven Days' battle, and afterward died of

typhoid fever; Isaac Franklin and Josiah, deceas-

ed. Abram was reared upon the old homestead
and passed his youthful years in a manner similar

to other farmer lads, attending school during the

winter seasons when work on the farm was im-

possible. Occupied in farm work until he was
twenty-three, he then began to learn the carpen-
ter's trade, which he followed about five years.

In 1872 Mr. Eckert commenced to work in the
slate quarries, and after a time took charge of an
engine. He then became quarry boss in the Ban-
gor Union, where he remained for a period of six-

teen years. At the expiration of this time he en-
tered the employ of the North Bangor Company
as Superintendent, remaining thus engaged for
two years. We next find him in Vermont simi-
larly occupied, but after a sojourn of a few months
in the Green Mountain State, lie returned to Ban-
gor and entered the employ of the Bangor Excel-
sior Slate Company, of which he is the present
Superintendent, having charge of everything out-
side of the pit. The quarry is owned by the heirs
of the late John Brown, and is one of the best in
this part of the state.

In the Republican party Mr. Eckert is an influ-

ential worker, and upon its ticket he has been

elected to numerous offices of trust. For a year

he was Chief Burgess and for three years has served

as Councilman. A member of the Lutheran

Church, he has served as an Elder of the congrega-

tion at Bangor. Socially he affiliates with the

Masonic fraternity, the Royal Arcanum, Patriotic

Order Sons of America, and Senior Order United

American Mechanics. His marriage, July 2, 1870,

united him with Miss Cecilia, daughter of Michael

D. Gruver, of Washington Township. Two chil-

dren bless the union, both daughters: Lillie R., wife

of John Young, of Bangor; and Laura M., who is

with her parents.

^>*<*F

PROF. OWEN R. WILT is one of the most

successful educators in the state, and is

Superintendent of the South Bethlehem

public schools. To his untiring efforts is due the

fact that the public schools of this place are equal

to any in this region. Professor Wilt was born

near Emaus, Lehigh County, July 13, 1840, his

father, Reuben Wilt, owning a small farm in that

locality. The latter was born in Saucon Town-
ship, and was a Supervisor of Upper Milford Town-
ship for thirty-two years. He was a successful ag-

riculturist during his active life, and is now mak-
ing his home with his daughter, being eighty-four

years of age. In politics he is a Democrat, and re-

ligiously a member of the Lutheran Church. His

wife, Mary (Romig) Wilt, was born in Upper Sau-

con Township. Her father was a farmer, and

both he and his father before him were natives

of Pennsylvania. Mrs. Wilt departed this life in

her eighty-first year, leaving four children to

mourn their great loss, two of whom have passed

away. Our subject is the third in order of birth.

Josiah R. was a member of a Pennsylvania regi-

ment during the Civil War, and, like his brother,

Frank R., is engaged in carpentering in this city.

The paternal grandfather of our subject, Joseph

Wilt, was born in Saucon Township, Lehigh Coun-

ty, and followed the profession of school teaching.

He participated in the War of 1812, receiving three
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commissions, the last of which made him a Major.

His death occurred when over eighty years of age

in Eraaus. His father, Jacob Wilt, was born in the

Keystone State, took part in the Revolutionary

War, and afterward became a resident of Lehigh

County, where his death occurred when he had at-

tained the ripe old age of ninety-three years.

Professor Wilt was reared on his father's farm,

and from the time he was eleven years old became

more or less self-supporting. At the age of eigh-

teen he entered Riegle's Mill, on the Little Lehigh,

where he learned the milling business and remained

for one year. The succeeding year he spent on a

farm, and during all this time he devoted as much
of his attention as possible to his studies while at

work on the farm and in the mill. At the age of

twenty he received a certificate, and began teach-

ing school in 1860 in Salisbury Township, where

he remained for five years at one post. Next

he taught for one term at South Bethlehem, and

then became Principal of the schools of West

Bethlehem, serving as such from 1866 until 1884,

when he resigned to become Principal of the Cop-

lay High School. At the end of two years he ac-

cepted the principalship of the schools of South

Bethlehem, and Principal of the high school, con-

tinuing at that post until 1888, when he was

elected first Superintendent of the schools at South

Bethlehem. During this time three large build-

ings of fine architecture, and one of lesser dimen-

sions, have been erected, and under his manage-

ment the educational interests of the place are

constantly improving. The Professor's office is in

the Central High School, which is a fine building

in every respect, thoroughly equipped to meet the

wants of the modern educator. The Professor at-

tends to the course of instruction*, gets- up the an-

nual calendar, and, in short, supervises all of the

many details of the work of a corps of forty-three

teachers and over two thousand enrolled pupils.

In 1865 our subject married Miss Amy Lynn, a

native of Dryland, this county, and daughter of

Tobias W. Lynn, one of the pioneers of this place.

The pleasant home of the family adjoins the Cen-

tral High School, and with his* wife the Profes-

sor holds membership with St. Peter's Lutheran

Church, to which he has belonged since 1864, and

in the Sunday-school of which he has been Super-

intendent for years he now teaches the Bible class.

Early in life he took up the study of music, and
for a time was organist at his church.

For twelve years Professor Wilt was a member
of the South Bethlehem School Board, being Secre-

tary of the same for ten years. He is interested in

University Extension work, and has been promi-

nent in organizing three courses here, being Secre-

tary of the Bethlehem Center for two years. As
a member of the County Institute and the State

Teachers' Association, and as an official visitor to

the Normal at Strausburg, he keeps thoroughly in

touch with the latest and most practical methods

of educators. Fraternally he is a member of the

Knights of Malta, being Past Supreme Commander,
and is Past Commander of the Knights of Pythias,

belonging also to the encampment. He is a mem-
ber of Waneka Tribe of Red Men, and of Amethyst

Council, R. A. In politics he casts his ballot in

favor of the nominees of the Democratic party.

-*-=-^^>*-<l-*=-

REV. ROBERT de SCHWEINITZ is an old

and prominent minister of the Moravian

Church, and is Treasurer of the Northern

District of the Moravian denomination in the

United States, an incorporated society, and was

President of the Executive Board for about twelve

years, or until 1886, when he was elected Treasurer,

which post he is still acceptably filling.

The birth of our subject occurred in Salem, N.

C, September 20, 1819. His father, Louis deSch-

weinitz, was born in Bethlehem, Pa. He had charge

of the financial affairs of the Moravian Church in

the United States, holding the title of their whole

church property in trust. A man of great ability

and wide information, his services were invalu-

able to his denomination. His death occurred in

the year 1834, while he was still in the last-

named position, he being only fifty-four years of

age at the time of his demise. He was educated

in Europe, and on his return to this country

experienced a great deal of difficulty in running
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the blockade in New York harbor, as it was

during the "War of 1812. His wife was with him

on this trip, and at one time thejr were captured

by the British cruisers, but managed to make their

escape. His wife, whom he married in Germany,

was a native of that land and of French descent,

her name being formerly Amelia le Daux. Rev.

Louis de Schweinitz was a man of national reputa-

tion as a botanist, and was the author of several

works on the subject. A great scholar, and ac-

knowledged to be a most learned man, he was a

member of the Academy of Natural Sciences in

Philadelphia, to which he bequeathed his fine her-

barium. Of his children we note the following:

Robert is our subject; Emil was a Doctor of Divin-

ity and was Bishop in the Southern District, where
his death occurred; and Edmund was also a Bishop
of the Moravian Church, having the title of Doc-
tor of Divinity, and being well known as a man of

great ability. His death occurred in this city.

Reared in Bethlehem, the subject of this sketch

received a good education at Nazareth Hall, mak-
ing a study of the classics. He then entered the

Theological Seminary, being ordained about 1848
in Bethlehem. In 1846 he made a journey to Eu-
rope and traveled extensively for the two succeed-
ing years, his return voyage to the United States

consuming some seven weeks. Receiving a call as

Professor of the theological seminary of this place,

he accepted the same and occupied the chair of
Theology for two years, after which, for a period
of four years, he was in charge of a congrega-
tion at Lancaster. For the next fourteen or fif-

teen years he was in charge of the Female Board-
ing-school in Salem, N. C. The principalship of
Nazareth Hall was next offered to him, and he ac-
cepted the position, which he occupied for about
one year, at the end of which time the synod elected
him President of the Executive Board, and as such
he remained until 1886, when he became Treasurer.
In Herrnhut, Saxony, the marriage of Rev. Rob-

ert de Schweinitz and Miss Mary Tschirschki was
celebrated in 1846. The lady was born in Saxony,
and by her marriage became the mother of six
children, of whom three sons and two daughters
are living. Louis is a merchant in Los Angeles,
Cal.; Paul was educated at Nazareth Hall, and

graduated from the university; Robert, Jr., is a resi-

dent of Bethlehem; and Helen and Clara reside in

the pleasant family residence on First Avenue,

which the father erected in 1880. The mother of

this family was called from this life in 1881, leav-

ing many friends who truly and sincerely mourn
her loss. In his political affiliations our subject is

a stanch advocate of the Republican party.

m®m IfM^

£TT LBERTKLECKNER. It is an undeniable

J- ^ truth that the life of any man is a great

benefit to the community in which he re-

sides when all his efforts are directed toward ad-

vancing its interests, and when he lives according

to the highest principles of what he conceives to

be right. Such a man is Albert Kleckner, who is a

self-made, prosperous and leading citizen of White-
hall, where he is engaged as contractor of a stone

quarry, which is used in connection with the At-
las Cement Company.
Our subject, who is a native of this county, was

born December 17, 1846, and is the son of Ranadus
and Sarah (Ringer) Kleckner, residing at the pres-

ent time in this county, of which they are old resi-

dents. The first of the family who came to the

United States from Germany were two brothers,

one of whom located on land which is now occu-

pied by the city of Allen town, and the other set-

tled in Northampton County, Pa., and founded
the village of Klecknersville. Our subject, who is

descended from the former, was reared to man's

estate in this county, and has spent nearly his en-

tire life working in the stone quarry. His father

before him had been a contractor in iron-ore min-

ing, and with him our subject early learned the

business.

Mr. Kleckner received his early education in the

schools near his home, and although not having the

advantages offered to the youth of the present day,

made the best of his opportunities and is to-day

an intelligent crtizen. The parental family in-

cluded ten children. Matilda, Mrs. William Miller,

lives at West Catasauqua, this state; Stephen makes
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his home in Carroll County, Ind.; Ellen is the wife

of C. B. Putt, and lives m Covington, Ky.; Israel

is a resident of Whitehall; Phaon also makes his

home in this county; Charles is engaged in busi-

ness in Logansport, Ind.; Sarah, Mrs. Jonas Rishel,

lives in Montgomery County, this state; James

is living in Logansport, Ind.; Nelson is a resident

of Catasauqua; and Albert is the subject of this

sketch.

In 1864 Mr. Kleckner became a soldier in the

Union arm}', enlisting in Company H, Two Hun-

dred and Ninth Pennsylvania Infantry, and with

his regiment was sent to join the Army of the Po-

tomac. He participated in many of the renowned

battles of that period, among which were Bermuda

Hundred, Ft. Steadman, siege of Petersburg, and

he was under Grant's command at Appomattox,

and witnessed the surrender of Lee. Mr. Kleckner

received his honorable discharge in May, 1865,

after which he returned to his home in this county,

where he has since resided. He was wounded while

in the service, and now receives from the Govern-

ment a pension of $12 a month.

After the close of the war our subject began

railroading on the Catasauqua & Fogelsville Road,

by whom he was employed for several years, and

then finally again drifted into the stone-quarry

and iron-ore work. He spent five years of his life,

from 1886 to 1891, as the proprietor of a hotel at

Whitehall, but since that time has been engaged in

contract work in the stone quarry of the Atlas

Cement Company, which position he is still effici-

ently holding.

The lady to whom our subject was married Oc-

tober 23, 1873, was Miss Mary J. A., daughter of

William H. and Maria (Klotz) Romig. Mrs. Kleck-

ner was born in this county, which was also the

native place of her parents, and by her union with

our subject has become the mother of five children,

of whom Emma L., Mabel B. and William R. arc

living. The two deceased were Mary and Albert.

In the spring of 1881 our subject moved to

Whitehall, where he is now living. Socially he is

a member of Colonel Fuller Post, G. A. R., at Cata-

sauqua, and in religious affairs, with his wife, is

connected with the Lutheran Church. Mrs. Kleck-

ner is a member of the Ladies' Aid Society in that

denomination, and is a lady who is active in every

kind of benevolent enterprise. Our subject is one

of the most intelligent self-made men of Lehigh

County, and in every walk in life has conducted

himself in an upright and honorable manner.

MILTON SPEER. The village of Delabole,

Northampton County, contains as its

most important business establishment

the general mercantile store owned and conducted

by Mr. Speer. The building is a one and one-half

story frame structure, 20x30 feet in dimensions,

with an L and basement. Here may be found

everything adapted to the wants of his trade, in-

cluding a varied assortment of staple and fancy

groceries, dry goods, crockery, flour, glassware,

boots, shoes, etc.

It was during the year 1889 that our subject

embarked in business in Delabole, at which time

he purchased the interest of his brother, J. A.

Speer, now a resident of Flicksville, this state.

Since that time, through perseverance and untiring

exertions, he has gained a large and constantly

increasing trade. That he has been successful

will be shown by the statement that his annual

sales average about $10,000. He is still a young

man, scarcely yet in the prime of his activity, so it

may be safely predicted that additional successes

will come to him with the passing years.

In Plaintield Township, Northampton County,

the subject of this sketch was born on the 7th of

November, 1865, being a son of John and Cather-

ine Speer, both natives of this county. His mother

is deceased, but the father, who still survives,

makes his home in Plainfield Township. Milton

was educated in the common schools of the dis-

trict, and from early youth has been identified

more or less with the mercantile business. For

several years he was employed as clerk by his

brother, J. A., at Delabole, after which, as above

stated, he purchased the business and has since su-

perintended its management.

In 1889 Mr. Speer was united in marriage with

Miss Mary C, daughter of the late Joseph Reich-



626 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

ard, of Plainfleld Township. One child blesses

this union, a daughter named May S., who was born

July 10, 1890. A Democrat in politics, our sub-

ject is always firm in his allegiance to his chosen

party. In 1889 he was appointed Postmaster at

Delabole, in which capacity he has since served.

He is also filling the position of station agent for

the Bangor & Portland Railroad at Delabole. With

his wife he holds membership in the Lutheran

Church, in which faith both were reared.

HORACE LEHR. Closely identified with

the recent commercial history of Easton

is the name of Mr. Lehr, the principal

events of whose life we record. He was born in

this city, May 14, 1868, and is a son of F. H. and
Ellen E. (Walter) Lehr. After gaining the rudi-

ments of his education in the public schools, he

fitted for college at Trach's Academy, Easton

graduating therefrom at an early age. In 1883 he

entered Lafayette College, and continued a stu-

dent in that institution until his graduation with
the Class of '87. He was diligent in his studies,

and, though the youngest member of the class, was
chosen by his classmates, among a number of other

aspirants, to deliver the "Presentation Oration,"
the most eagerly desired of all the exercises of

class-day.

During his attendance at college, and when but
eighteen years of age, Mr. Lehr accepted the posi-

tion of organist in St. Paul's Lutheran Church at

Easton, where he had charge of a paid choir. Upon
leaving college he commenced the study of law
under the preceptorship of his father, in whose of-

fice he continued his legal readings for two years.

However, he had always cherished an inclination
for a business life, preferring its activity to the
honors of the legal profession. It is hardly to be
wondered at, therefore, that when the opportunity
presented itself to him to become the financial
manager of a newly organized organ manufactur-
ing concern, he should have accepted a position so
congenial to his tastes, and for which he felt him-
self particularly adapted.

During the short time he was engaged in this
position, Mr. Lehr gained thorough familiarity

with the business, and felt himself capable of em-

barking in the trade for himself. Associating

with himself Jacob Diehl, who has no superior as a

mechanic, and whose entire life has been devoted

to the organ manufacturing business, the firm of

H. Lehr & Co. was organized. The factory, which

occupies a splendid location in Easton, is fitted up

with all modern improved machinery (including

the Sturtevant Blower System for heating both

dry-kiln and factory), and is lighted by electricity.

The organs manufactured here are constructed

on an entirely novel and improved design. In ap-

pearance they are exactly similar to a han dsome up-

right piano, with seven octaves of keys, improved

pedal arrangement, no stops to get out of order,

but a new method of regulating the different sets of

reeds by the knee-levers while playing. These im-

provements, together with their marked superiority

of tone and touch, enable one to execute even the

most difficult piano music upon them. The busi-

ness is wholesale, and organs are sold throughout

every part of the United States. There are also

wholesale agencies in London, England, and Val-

paraiso, Chili, which sell to dealers in their re-

spective countries. These organs, which have been

introduced to the trade by Mr. Lehr, have become

very popular. Other manufacturers have followed

the style of organ, but Mr. Lehr protects his own
make by patents.

In his political opinions Mr. Lehr is a Democrat,

and socially is identified with the Royal Arcanum.
He is a member of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, of

which he was organist for five years. February

22, 1892, he married Miss Irene, daughter of Mrs.

Sarah Algert, of Easton, and they are the parents

of one child, named Horace Algert. The marked

success which has attended Mr. Lehr's efforts

proves that he possesses good judgment, energy

and business ability, and leads to the belief that

coming years will bring to him an ever-increasing

prosperity.

^fr^T *

/">• EORGE CHARMAN, who is a well in-

\^J< formed and practical florist, is proprietor

of the Nisky greenhouses, and does the

largest business both in wholesale and retail trade

of anyone in Bethlehem. In business and social
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circles he is held in high regard, being a genial

companion and an accommodating friend.

The birth of our subject occurred in Godstone,

Surrey, England, July 10, 1861. His father, whose

Christian name was also George, was a native of

the same place, and there followed farming. His

entire life was passed in England, where his death

occurred in 1892. He was a devoted member of

the Baptist Church, and an honest and upright cit-

izen, possessing the love and respect of all. His

wife, formerly Emma Sitford, is a native of Surrey,

and still lives on the old homestead. She is also

identified with the Baptist Church. Of her live

children only one resides in America. Two of her

sons are engaged in the floral business, and the

other two are bricklayers.

George Charman was reared in Surrey, there at-

tending the common schools, and was only thirteen

years of age when he was apprenticed to a florist

at Croydon. With him he remained for three

years, acquiring practical knowledge of the busi-

ness, and later becoming a journeyman. After-

ward he went to the Royal Gardens in Kew, and

there took a course in botany and chemistry, which

so far advanced him in his knowledge of the work

that he received the largest pay of any one there.

For two years he studied everything bearing on

his future work, including physics and chemistry,

economical, systematic and geographic botany, and

received a diploma on the completion of his stud-

ies. For two years thereafter he was employed at

Sion House as foreman of the conservatories of the

Duke of Northumberland, who gave him a valua-

ble certificate when he left his employ.

Coming to America in 1887, Mr. Charman was

for a year and a-half engaged in orange growing

and gardening in Orange Lake, Fla., where he

planted eleven acres in an orange grove. In 1889

he sold out, and coming to Bethlehem, was fore-

man for E. P. Wilbur for one year, after which, in

1890, he rented the place on' the south side of Third

Street.

In New York City, July 7, 1890, Mr. Charman

married Miss Rhoada C. Woolven, who was born in

Wivelsfield, Sussex, in 1863. Her father, William

Woolven, who was a native of the same locality,

is still engaged in farming there and also carries

on a hotel. Her mother, whose maiden name was

Mary A. Birchfield, was born and reared in Sussex,

and religiously is connected with the Episcopal

Church. Mr. and Mrs. Charman are the parents

of two children, Kenneth George and Gladys May.

After running his greenhouses on Third Street

for three years, Mr. Charman in 1892 bought his

present site at the corner of Church and Maple

Streets, 120x280 feet in dimensions. He owns

three greenhouses side by side, 18x160 feet in di-

mensions, being connected by a corridor 10x50,

and covering altogether an area of ten hundred

and thirty-two square feet. This property he has

built up and improved since becoming its owner

in March, 1893. Here may be found everything

in the line of flowers and plants, and he also makes

a specialty of raising early spring vegetables in

hot-beds. In designing he takes the lead, and in

cut flowers carries a fine assortment. The green-

houses are heated by the hot-water pressure, Mercer

system, and are models of their kind. Mr. Char-

man is a member of the Moravian Church. Polit-

ically he votes the Democratic ticket. In a social

way he is identified with the Royal Arcanum and

the Heptasophs.

s
—~—'—sr^r^ba iSl ^=5

JOHN CALVIN KELLER, M. D., the genial

and well known physician and surgeon of

Wind Gap, Northampton County, was born

in Bellevue, Huron County, Ohio, December

29, 1864. He is the son of Rev. Eli and Emma
Keller, the former a minister in the German Re-

formed Church, who for eleven years held a pas-

torate at Bellevue, and afterward accepted a call

to a church in Zionsville, Lehigh County. J. Cal-

vin was reared in the Buckeye State until nine

years of age, since which time he has been a resi-

dent of Pennsylvania. His education was received

in the public schools of both states, though mainly

in the Perkiomen Seminary in Montgomery Coun-

ty, Pa., which he attended, though not regularly,

for four years.

Entering upon the study of medicine, our sub-

ject became a student in what was then known as

the Columbus Medical College of Columbus, Ohio,
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but which in 1893 was merged into the kStarling

Medical College. Pursuing his studies with dili-

gence, he was graduated in medicine in 1886, and

shortly afterward located in Bangor, Pa., where he

assisted his brother in the practice of his profes-

sion. However, he remained in that city but a few

months, when, concluding that Wind Gap would

be a more favorable location, he came hither,

opened an office, and has since carried on a general

practice.

The cultured wife of Dr. Keller bore the maiden

name of Lillian Leibert, and is a daughter of

George Leibert, of Wind Gap. Though devoting

his time mainly to professional duties, the Doctor

is also interested in everything pertaining to "the

welfare of the community, and in politics is a Re-

publican. At the present time he fills the position

of local examiner for the New York Life Insur-

ance Company and the Pennsylvania Mutual Life

Insurance Company. He is a close student of his

profession, and his skill and ability have won for

him a high reputation, not only among his pat-

rons, but also in the fraternity. He is a wide-

awake and enterprising young man, and this com-
munity finds in him a valued citizen, who mani-
fests a commendable interest in everything per-

taining to its welfare and advancement.

•^sgf

THOMAS LATJBACH is a native son of

Northampton County, and a successful

business man of Bethlehem. He is a mem-
ber of the City Council at the present time, and
has frequently served in public offices with credit

to himself and to the satisfaction of hisconstit.
uents. He comes from a family who are well
known in this portion of the country for commer-
cial ability, and for distinction in many of the
walks of life. Among those who are widely
known is Senator E. H. Laubach, who now repre-
sents this

.
district in the State Senate, and who

is a nephew of our subject.

The birth of Thomas Laubach occurred at Lau-
baoh's Postolfice, now Northampton, Allen Town-

ship, in this county, December 30, 1830, and his

father, Peter, was a native of the same township.

His grandfather, Adam Laubach, was born in Sau-

con Township, where two generations previously

the progenitors of the family had settled on com-
ing from Holland in 1734. The father of our

subject married Elizabeth Neligh, who was also

born in Allen Township, and who died in 1871. Her
father, John Neligh, was a farmer, and extensive

miller and weaver in Allen Township. Peter Lau-

bach was a blacksmith by trade, and in that

occupation made his start toward fortune. He
bought land along the canal, which in time grew
very valuable and made the owner rich. He was a

practical farmer, a miller, merchant and distiller

at Northampton. His death occurred in 1857.

Thomas Laubach is one of nine children, and
was reared to farm duties, at the same time re-

ceiving the common-school advantages of the

day. He lived at home until his father's death,

in the year 1857, and the year previous to that

had taken charge of the place. In the year 1856
he was married, and after that event lived for

a time in Lehigh County, on the Saeger farm, but

in 1860 he sold it and located on a portion of the

old homestead, where he followed farming and ran

a mill during the war. He continued as an agri-

culturist, operating a farm of one hundred and
thirty-four acres, until 1886, when he removed to

Bethlehem, with the intention of living a retired

life, but was forced again into business, as he was
obliged to take a crockery store on the settlement

of a claim. He still owns his farm, which he has

leased.

In Allen Township, Mr. Laubach was married,

in 1856, to Amanda, daughter of David Bleim, a

farmer of that locality. Mrs. Laubach was born in

Allen Township, and there grew to womanhood.
By her marriage she has become the mother of the

following children, who are living: C. D., an im-

porter and dealer in wholesale and retail china in

Trenton, N. Y.; James F., who is a clerk in Beth-
lehem; Jane L., Mrs. Spangler, of this city; and
Mary L., wife of H. O. Smith, also of Bethlehem.
The china and crockery store just referred to,

which is now carried on by our subject, is 18 x 96
feet in dimensions, and is finely located on Main



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 631

Street. A well selected stock of goods in this line

is here kept constant^ on hand, and the trade is

steadily increasing. The home of the family is at

No. 318 Market Street, and their many friends are

always made welcome at this hospitable residence.

For three years, dating from 1876, Mr. Laubach

was Auditor of Allen Township, and since 1890

has served as a member of the Borough Council

from the First Ward in Bethlehem, being honored

by the largest majority ever received by Repub-

licans elected from that ward. He is an ardent

supporter of the principles and nominees of the

party, and is in every way a promoter of the best

interests of the community in which he dwells. In

religion he is a member of Christ's Eeformed

Church, to which his family also belongs.

it*il@®@l

PEOF. JAMES F. GALLAGHER has been

for over seventeen years identified with

the educational matters of the city of

Allentown as one of its most earnest, intelligent

and progressive teachers. He occupies at present

the position of Principal of the Sixth Ward School,

and by honest and faithful work is giving entire

satisfaction to all concerned.

A native of this state, our subject was born in

Hazleton, Luzerne County, March 17, 1856, to

James and Bridget (Doris) Gallagher, natives of

County Donegal, Ireland. The parents set sail

for America in 1850, and after remaining in

New York for two years came to this state, where

the father engaged m the hotel business at Hazle-

ton. The maternal grandparents of our subject

were born in County Donegal, Ireland.

James F., of this sketch, received a good educa-

tion in the public schools of his native place, and

after the removal of his parents to this city in

1870 took a course of study in the Allentown

schools. When reaching his nineteenth year, be-

ing fully competent to teach, he was given a po-

sition in the Sixth Ward School, having charge

of the second grade. After the creation of the

principalship he was called upon to fill that posi-

tion, which he has done in such a creditable man-

ner as to be his own successor for the past five

years.

In 1883 Professor Gallagher was elected on the

Democratic ticket to represent the Sixth Ward in

the Select Council of Allentown, and on the expi-

ration of his term was unanimously re-elected, and

again elected for a third term. He was a member
of the Board of Water Commissioners of the city

during the years 1890-91-92, and during his last

term filled the office of President of the board.

The Professor has twice been a candidate for the

Mayoralty before the Democratic Convention,

but each time was defeated by a small majority.

He has always taken a leading part in local mat-

ters, and is thoroughly posted in the issues of the

hour. He has done much to promote the standard

of scholarship in the Sixth Ward, and in every en-

terprise which he gives his support he maintains a

deep and unwavering interest.

Early in life Professor Gallagher began the

study of law, but was obliged to abandon his

chosen profession on account of his eyes, not be-

ing able to stand the strain to which they were

subjected. I-n 1880 our subject began his studies

as a druggist, devoting every spare moment to his

books, and in 1887 was registered as a practicing

pharmacist under the state laws.

T7"V VAN BDCHMAN. For about thirty-five

f"^ C> years this gentleman has occupied a con-

spicuous and prominent position as one

of the pioneers of the lumber tradB at Easton.

The planing mill conducted by him on Dock Street

was started in the year 1857, with an extremely

limited capital. In the year 1875 he built the

mill now occupied on Ferry Street and at once re-

moved his business thereto. He also owns a lum-

ber-yard on Front Street, where he carries a fine

and well selected stock, and has been sole proprie-

tor of the concern since 1871.

Mr. Buchman was born in Lehigh County, July

6, 1826, and is a son of Andrew and Sarah (Hass)



632 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

Buchman, the former of German descent. He was

also a native of Lehigh County, and followed the

life occupation of farming. He was a soldier in the

War of 1812, and took part in the siege of Balti-

more, being a member of General Fogel's brigade.

His father was also a patriot and was a commis-

sioned officer in the War of the Revolution. He

was born in Lehigh County, and carried on his

trade as a tailor for many years. When he passed

from life his remains were placed to rest in the

cemetery at Weisenburg. Our subject's father was

a devoted member of the Lutheran Church. To

himself and wife were born eleven children, eight

of whom are still living.

Evan Buchman was brought up on a farm in the

county of his birth and early learned the carpen-

ter's trade, which he followed for fourteen years.

For about five years he conducted a cabinet busi-

ness and then started in the planing-mill bus-

iness in this city, as previously noted. This enter-

prise he carried on until 1885, when he sold out to

Messrs. Steinmetz and Zearfoss. He was one of

the originators of, and has held various positions in,

the shoe factory company of this place, and was

one of the first members of the Easton Board of

Trade.

In the educational affairs of this city Mr. Buch-

man has always been very much interested, and

was Supervisor of the new high school building.

He is a stanch Republican and has served his party

in many ways. Among his fellow-citizens he bears

a high reputation as a man of honor and integrity,

and they have often shown their confidence in him

by choosing him to carry out their wishes and

plans in regard to public improvements, in illus-

tration of which it might be mentioned that he

was one of the Commissioners during the construc-

tion of the water works. In religious belief he is a

Lutheran, and for a number of years has been

President of the Church Council. At the present

time he has in the main retired from business, hav-

ing ample means with which to pass in comfort
his remaining years.

In 1861 Mr. Buchman married Annie M., daugh-

ter of John Peterson, of this city. Three children,

daughters, have graced their union, namely: Sarah

E., wife of William M. Semple, whose home is in

Easton; Fannie B., who died at the age of thirteen

years; and Annie F. The family have a pleasant

home and are surrounded with evidences of cul-

ture and refined taste. In all respects Mr. Buch-

man is entitled to the highest credit for his ear-

nest and useful life, and may properly be regarded

as a self-made man.

FREDERICK L. NADLER, who is engaged

in the undertaking business in South Beth-

lehem, has the largest establishment of the

kind in the city. He is a native of Germany, hav-

ing been born in Berlin, September 26, 1854. His

father, Lutric F. Nadler, was also a native of the

Fatherland, where he is now living retired at the

age of seventy-three years. He is a highly edu-

cated man, and a graduate of a law school in the

Old Country, and for many years was Secretary of

the Supreme Court. He visited our subject dur-

ing the World's Fair, but, returning to his old

home, contemplates spending his declining years

there. He is a devoted member of the Lutheran

Church, and a man highly respected by all who

know him. He fought as a soldier in the Revolu-

tions of 1848, 1854, 1864, 1870 and 1871 as Major

of the King's army, and was wounded in 1864 and

1866. He was in the employ of the Government

in some capacity for over half a century.

The mother of our subject, Mrs. Henrietta (Sell-

heim) Nadler, was also born in Germany, and de-

parted this life there in 1885. She became the

mother of twelve children, only four of whom
lived to reach mature years. Frederick L., of this

sketch, was the eldest of the family; George is

District Judge in Berlin; Paul is engaged as a

coachmaker in Philadelphia; and Otto is Clerk of

the Court in Berlin.

Our subject received his education in the Korm
Gymnasium, in his native city, and having a de-

sire to come to America, in 1871 embarked on a

vessel which landed him in New York City sev-

eral days later. For six months he made a tour

of the United States, and spent three years in
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Vera Cruz. He then returned to Philadelphia,

and in 1879 located in Allentown, finding employ-

ment with a Mr. Heinback, an undertaker.

In 1884 our subject came to Bethlehem, and

buying out the undertaking establishment of Ed

Schaeffer, has continued in business ever since. In

1892 he built his present place of business at No.

129 West Fourth Street. He carries a large stock

of undertaking goods, has two hearses, suitable

teams and telephone connection. Mr. Nadler is a

graduate of the College of Embalming at Brook-

lyn, N. Y., and is thus thoroughly fitted to carry

on his large business.

In 1878 our subject and Miss Tillie De Long

were united in marriage. The lady was born in

Berks County, and is the daughter of Jacob De

Long. Socially Mr. Nadler is an Odd Fellow of

high standing, and is also a Royal Arch Mason

and a Knight Templar at Bethlehem. Religiously

he belongs to the First Reformed Church in this

city, to the support of which he is a willing and

liberal contributor. He is a strong Democrat in

politics, and lends his voice and vote in its sup-

port.

^)§*#e=

JOSEPH GOTH is numbered among the well-

to-do business men of West Bethlehem, being

engaged in taking contracts for painting,

which he always executes in a satisfactory

manner. His trade is continually increasing; and

in the busy season he often employs from twenty

to twenty-five men. The birth of our subject

occurred December 9, 1855, near Rumburg, Bo-

hemia, Austria. His grandfather Goth was a na-

tive of Germany and a baker by trade. After

learning the same he worked as a journeyman, and

settled in Schoenlinde, Bohemia, where he re-

mained for some years, finally becoming a resident

of Wornsdorf , where he died. Our subject's father,

Herman, was born at the same village as his son,

and on arriving at suitable years commenced learn-

ing the shoemaker's trade. At the age of sixteen,

having become an expert in the business, he took

up painting, and adopted the latter trade, which he

preferred. In 1867 he brought his family to

America and settled in Bethlehem, where several

of his brothers had already located. His brother

Joseph, a baker, was the first one of the Goth family

to settle in America, his bakery being located near

the canal. Another brother, Anthony, was the first

man to largely engage in contract painting in this

city, and -in his employ our subject's father con-

tinued for several years. His death occurred in

1877, when in his fiftieth year. Though a Catholic

in his native land, having been reared in that faith,

he did not hold to it, but with his wife joined the

Moravians. The wife of Herman Goth, who was

born in Schoenbuchel, was Caroline, daughter of

Joseph Schindler, who was a farmer in Germany.

She is still living, a resident of West Bethlehem,

and now in her sixty-fourth year. Of their family

five children grew to mature years and are still

living.

Joseph Goth was educated in his native land,

and in 1867 came with his parents by way of Ham-

burg to New York City, and thence to Bethlehem.

He attended the public schools for a time and then,

desiring to go to work, was apprenticed to learn

the painter's trade with his father. With him he

continued working in various parts of the valley,

mainly below Mauch Chunk and in the coal regions,

until his father's death, when he returned and

worked for his uncles. In 1884 he began business

for himself and has made it a success. His spec-

ialty is fine general painting and hardwood finish,

and among the elegant residences in the city which

show his handiwork are those of Harry Weiss,

Robert Rathbun and R. P. Linderman.

In 1882 Joseph Goth was married in Bethlehem

to Miss Alice O. Ernst, who was born in Lower

Saucon and whose father, Henry Ernst, was former-

ly a prominent lumberman, but is now a resident

of Jersey City. The following children graced the

union of our subject and wife, Herbert, Edward,

Rollin, Carrie, Franklin (deceased), Henry aud

Joseph, Jr.

Since West Bethlehem has been incorporated as

a borough, Mr. Goth has been active in its devel-

opment and in all local enterprises. He is a mem-

ber of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, of which

he was one of the originators, being on the Build-
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ing Committee, and has served for three years as

Deacon. In secret societies he is interested, belong-

ing to the Royal Arcanum and to the Knights of

the Golden Chain, which he is now serving as As-

sistant Commander. Politically he gives his vote

and influence to the support of the Republican

party, of which he is a stanch adherent.

HOWARD E. STOUDT, who is the largest

contractor and builder of West Bethle-

hem, has been connected with the build-

ing interests of this section for many years, and is

well and favorably known. Besides this business,

he is also the proprietor of the Excelsior Wood-
working Mill, which is one of the important in-

dustries of this section, and since engaging in the

same our subject has very materially added to his

income.

Mr. Stoudt was born in Nazareth, January 18,

1866, and is the son of William H. Stoudt, also a

native of that place, and of whom the reader will

find a history on another page in this volume.

Howard E. was the eldest of the parental family,

of four children, and, his father being in fairly

good circumstances, he was given a fine education,

attending first the common schools of his native

place, and later the Freemansburg High School.

In 1885, when ready to choose an occupation in

life, our subject apprenticed himself to learn the

carpenter's trade in Bethlehem, and four years

later established in business for himself. In Jan-
uary, 1894, he erected his present milling plant,

which is located on Twelfth Avenue and Broad
Street, occupying the entire block. The structure

is of brick and 36x80 feet in dimensions. It is

supplied with an engine of one-hundred-horse-
power and sixty-horse-power boiler. He has sunk
an artesian well on the premises, one hundred and
fifty feet in depth, in which is seventy-four feet

of water.

In his woodworking mill Mr. Stoudt manufac-
tures sash, doors, blinds, and supplies builders

with all kinds of wood carving and trimmings.

Prior to engaging in this enterprise, our subject

erected many of the finest buildings in the city,

among which were Wiley's Building and Conlev's

and E. O. Riely's business blocks, besides numer-

ous residences. Mr. Stoudt is stockholder and Di-

rector in the West Bethlehem Building and Loan

Association.

The lady to whom our subject was married in

this city in 1886 was Miss Cuely A., daughter of

Enoch Snyder, a resident of this place. Socially

Mr. Stoudt is a Mason of high standing, and be-

longs to the Knights of the Golden Chain and to

the Order of Sons of Veterans. His father served

during the late waT as a member of Company B,

Fifty-second Pennsylvania Infantry, and during

his period of enlistment acquitted himself bravely.

The subject of this sketch is a member of Christ's

Reformed Church, and being possessed of many
good personal qualities, enjoys the friendship of

the best people of the city.

<X:«««^M«5^J.***^*****'5-'i'**+++5<>

RICHARD H. BECK, M. D., the well known
physician and surgeon of Newburg, North-

ampton County, is a man of large intelli-

gence and high standing in the profession. It is

his constant endeavor to keep thoroughly posted

in all the discoveries and improvements in the art

of surgery and general practice, and to this end

he studies the best medical journals of the day

and is in touch with the latest thought and senti-

ment in this direction. He belongs to various

medical societies, and is highly thought of by his

numerous patients.

Dr. Beck is a native son of this county, having

been born December 20, 1850, to Jacob and Su-

sanna (Reinheimer) Beck, who, like their son,

were natives of this county. The Beck family

early settled in this vicinity, and did much in

promoting the development and prosperity which

it now enjoys. For a number of years Jacob

Beck, the father, engaged in mercantile pursuits at

Nazareth, Pa. However, the greater portion of
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his life was spent in farming in Lower Nazareth

Township.

The subject of this sketch received a general ed-

ucation and was reared to man's estate in the

county of his birth. On leaving the common

schools he entered the Moravian Parochial School

at Nazareth, where he pursued his studies for a

time, after which he was enrolled as a student at the

select and classical school at Bethlehem taught by

Rev. John H. Sykes. Subsequently he took a pre-

paratory college course at the famed Pennsylvania

College at Gettysburg, where he continued for

over one year. Thence he went to Allentown,

and entered Muhlenberg College, being a mem-

ber of the first Freshman class of that institution.

After concluding a four-years course at this col-

lege he was graduated therefrom in 1871. Decid-

ing to enter professional life, Dr. Beck next de-

voted his untiring energies to the medical field,

and after taking a full course at the medical school

of the University of Pennsylvania was graduated

in 1874.

In his first practice of medicine the Doctor was

fortunate in becoming a partner of Dr. J. G.

Scholl, at Hecktown, Pa., with whom he received

a thorough training in the practical duties of the

profession. Thus thoroughly equipped, both theo-

retically and practically, he concluded to embark

in business for himself, and in furtherance of that

design came to Newburg, arriving here in 1875.

Since that time this city has been his field of work,

and he has in the time that has elapsed built up a

fine practice. The Doctor is a member of the

Northampton County Medical Society, also of the

Lehigh Valley Medical Society, and of the Penn-

sylvania State Medical Society. Moreover, he

belongs to the American Academy of Medicine,

and is an attending physician at the Northampton

County Almshouse Hospital, having officiated as

such since 1881. It is needless to say further that

the Doctor is one of the foremost in his profession,

nor that he is numbered among the most success-

ful practitioners of the county, but such is the

fact.

A marriage ceremony was celebrated in 1876 by

which Miss Annie Herman, daughter of Rev. A. J.

Herman, of Maxatawny, Berks County, this state,

became the wife of Dr. Beck. Mrs. Beck is a grad-

uate of the Allentown Female College, and by her

marriage has become the mother of four children,

Charles G., Florence C, Edwin H. and Sem G.

Dr. Beck is a member of the Lutheran Church,

and in politics he votes with the Democratic party.

He is a member of the Knights of the Golden

Eagle.

FRANCIS CALVIN, who is connected with

the firm of W. S. Robbins & Bro., at Raubs-

ville, is a native of Northampton County,

born on the 11th of December, 1847. He is the

son of Anderson and Sarah M. (Unangst) Calvin,

the former born in New Jersey, and died in Penn-

sylvania, in 1889, and the latter a native of this

state, spending her entire life within its bounds.

Francis was reared to manhood in Raubsville, and

in the common schools of the place gained the

rudiments of his education, which has since been

supplemented by practical contact with the world.

For a number of years he was in the employ of his

father, who was a stone contractor, wood merchant

and canal-boat owner.

After the death of the senior Mr. Calvin, the bus-

iness was conducted under the name of the Calvin

Estate & John S. Kugler, the title prior to that

time having been Calvin & Kugler. In this man-

ner the enterprise was continued until 1892, when

the partnership was dissolved. In the fall of the

same year our subject entered the employ of W.

S. Robbins & Bro., of Raubsville, to assume charge

of the stone quarry and lime manufacturing de-

partment at Carpenterville, N. J., which position

he has since filled with efficiency. As a business

man he is keen, sagacious and persevering, and

richly merits the recognition he has obtained

among the substantial citizens of the place.

As a helpmate on life's journey, Mr. Calvin

chose Miss Sue Edinger, who prior to her marriage

lived in Carpenterville, N. J., of which place her

father, Abram Edinger, was also a resident. The po-

litical affiliations of Mr. Calvin are with the Demo-

cratic party, and his ballot may always be relied
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upon to be in favor of its candidates and measures.

In religious belief he is a member of St. Paul's

Lutheran Church of Raubsville, to the support of

which, as well as to all benevolent projects, he is a

liberal contributor. He has been selected by his

fellow-citizens to represent them in a number of

positions of trust, among which may be mentioned

that of Tax Collector of Williams Township, which

he filled with efficiency.

Socially Mr. Calvin is connected with a number

of local fraternities, including the Masonic lodge

at Riegelsville, the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows at the same place, and the Knights of Hu-
manity at Raubsville. In these various organiza-

tions he is a leading and popular member, as he is

also in the social circles of his town. In addition

to his position with the firm of W. S. Robbins &
Bro., he is also a member of the well known firm

of Calvin & Bros., dealers in lumber at Raubsville.

In whatever enterprise he has engaged, he has

brought to its management considerable native

ability, which, in conjunction with his thorough

training in business, has brought him distinct suc-

cess in his undertakings.

g+rm. foft

JACOB D. METZGER, the well known Super-

visor of Highways of Bethlehem Township,

Northampton County, is well and favorably

known in this locality, where he has been a

resident and prominent citizen for several years.

His birth occurred in Easton, this county, Septem-
tember 17, 1846, his parents being Joseph and Sal-

lie (Bauer) Metzger, also natives of this county.

They are still residents of Bethlehem, and are both

over seventy-five years of age. The paternal

grandfather of our subject, Christian Metzger, was
a native of Germany, and was the father of seven
children. He removed to this country at an early

day, settling in Northampton County, where he

brought up his children to lives of usefulness.

Joseph Metzger, father of Jacob D., passed his

boyhood days in an uneventful manner, and early

learned the carpenter's trade. To this branch of

business he has devoted most of his life, for many
years following the trade in Palmer Township. He
has made a success of his business enterprises, hav-

ing brought to bear upon his work the inherited

qualities of strict attention to business and faith-

fulness in the performance of all details pertaining

thereto. It is many 3'ears since he cast in his lot

with the residents of Bethlehem, with the welfare

of which he has ever been prominently identified.

Jacob D. is one of four children, the others be-

ing John Q., Joseph F., and Emma E., the wife of

William Campbell. These children were reared to

manhood and womanhood in this county, receiv-

ing as good educations as the public schools of

Palmer Township afforded in that day. Our sub-

ject ever made the best of his opportunities, and

having been an extensive reader has become well

posted on general topics of information. When
eighteen years of age he embarked in business for

himself, and for about nineteen years he carried

on a successful milk route in Bethlehem. Of late

years he has been engaged in general farming, and

in this line he has also met with good success.

In Bethlehem, October 12, 1867, when just past

his twenty-first year, Mr. Metzger celebrated his

marriage with Miss Mary C. Engler, and to this

union has been born a family of three children,

two of whom are still living, George F. and Her-

bert J.

The community, recognizing his capability and

general fidelity, have several times called upon Mr.

Metzger to fill important positions in the gift of

the people. In 1889 he was elected Supervisor of

Highways of Bethlehem Township, to which posi-

tion he has been re-elected every year since. At the

present time he is serving as Treasurer of Bethle-

hem Grange, P. of H., and he also occupies a similar

official capacity with the Altoona Cfcraetery Associa-

tion. He is one of the Directors of the Bethlehem

Fair and Driving Park Association, and is a stock-

holder of the Northampton Hedge Company; he is

also a stockholder and director of the Northampton
French Coach Horse Breeders' Association. In a

social way he is connected with the Improved

Order of Red Men in Bethlehem, of which he is a

member in good standing. He has for many years

served as a Deacon in St. Thomas' Union Lutheran
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Reformed Church at Altoona. In his political be-

lief he is a Democrat, as that party best expresses

his views and convictions of what is best for the

people at large. In all movements looking toward

the elevation of society and the progress of man-

kind he endeavors to do his part, and is a worthy

citizen in the best sense of the word. Upright

and honorable in all his dealings with his fellow-

men, he has won their entire respect and confi-

dence, and has proved eminently worthy of the

honors that they have bestowed upon him.

»+£#-=

FA. RUHE. a highly respected and thorough

business man, is the senior member of the

firm of F. A. Ruhe & Co., furniture manu-

facturers of Allentown. He was born in Lehigh

County, March 3, 1858, and in his youth received

a common-school education, spending his time

much the same as other boys until he was sixteen

years old. On the 18th of November, 1874, he

commenced to learn the carriage-builder's trade,

and for three years was apprenticed to R. Snyder

& Sons. At the expiration of that time he began

to work at his trade, being thus engaged for a

short time in Allentown.

From this city Mr. Ruhe removed to the "West

and settled in Seneca, Nemaha County, Kan.,

where he embarked in the occupation of agricult-

ure. This kind of life, however, did not suit him,

so he returned to Pennsylvania and resumed work

at his trade in Allentown. At different times he

was in the employ of Bertolet & Bear, B. F. Schlegel,

F. W. Weil & Co. and Grossman & Kluenter. De-

cember 5, 1887, in partnership with his brother,

H. M., he began his present business, and is now

successfully running a large factory, in which are

manufactured -furniture, patent window screens

and all kinds of planing-mill work.

The marriage of Mr. Ruhe took place May 25,

1882. His wife, Minnie A., is a daughter of Wal-

ter and Sophia Scholl, natives of Lehigh County.

They are the parents of two daughters, namely:

Florence Sophia, who was born June 25, 1884; and

Irene Adeline, whose birth occurred August 3,

26

1888. The family residence is located on Ridge

Avenue, Allentown, and is a comfortable and cos-

ily furnished abode, where an elegant hospitality

is dispensed to a large number of personal friends.

The family occupies a high social position and en-

joys the esteem of a large circle of sincere friends.

In their religious connections Mr. and Mrs. Ruhe

are members of St. John's Reformed Church, to

the support of which they are generous contribu-

tors. Politically our subject is a Democrat and

takes an active interest in party affairs. He is well

posted in all matters tending to the promotion of

the welfare of the community, and does his full

duty as a liberal-spirited citizen. Of his business

methods it may be said that the manner in which

he conducts the large enterprise of which he is the

head is such as to bring pecuniary profits to the

firm and a substantial footing in business circles.

HM. RUHE, the enterprising junior partner

of the firm of F. A. Ruhe & Co., was born

June 1, 1848, in Lehigh County, Pa. He

is the son of Augustus L. and Adeline K. Ruhe,

riatives of the same county, who spent their entire

lives in this locality, the mother dying here in

1864, and the father May 5, 1892, at the age of

eighty-two.

In the common schools of Allentown, our sub-

ject laid the foundation of his education. After-

ward he attended for one term the Allentown

Seminary, in which he completed his business course.

At the age of sixteen years he commenced to learn

the carpenter's trade, at which he worked for six

months. He then went to City Point, Va., where

he secured a position in the wheelwright depart-

ment of the Army of the Potomac under Capt.

E. J. Strang. After the close of the Civil War he

left that place, and sojourned later for a short time

in the cities of Washington, Baltimore, Harrisburg,

Reading and Philadelphia.

Returning to Allentown, Mr. Ruhe resumed

work at the carpenter's trade, in which he contin-

ued for a number of years. Afterward he became

Superintendent of the Jordan Steam Planing Mills,

which position he held for some time. He then
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bought an interest in the mill, the firm title being

changed to Ritter, Abbott & Ruhe. Next he en-

gaged in carpentering, but in 1880 abandoned that

occupation, and for the two and one-half years

following was engaged with F. W. Weil & Co.

Later he was with the firm of Grossman & Kluen-

ter, and afterward was in the employ of Johnson

& Swartz.

Upon starting out in business for himself, Mr.

Rube formed a partnership with his brother, F. A.,

and commenced to manufacture furniture under

the firm title of F. A. Ruhe & Co. In addition to

this business, they also manufactured patent win-

dow screens, of which H. M. is the patentee. He
has also made a number of improvements on the

machinery in use in their factory. The products

of the factory are sold in Baltimore, Philadelphia,

Boston and other large cities.

A very important event in the life of Mr. Ruhe
was his marriage, September 7, 1871, to Miss Susan,

daughter of Maybarry Ash ton, a prominent farmer

of Berks County, Pa. Four children have been

born of their union, namely: Minerva, a book-

keeper for the firm of F. A. Ruhe & Co.; Clarence

A., Gertrude and Helen. In religious belief Mr.

Ruhe and his wife are members of the Reformed
Church, and are ever ready to lend a helping

hand in all good work, especially in the cause of

Christianity. Politically he is a Democrat, but

has never been an office-seeker, although he takes

a deep interest in party matters. He is ever ready

to aid in enterprises pertaining to the public welfare,

and is numbered among the popular and substan-

tial citizens of Lehigh County. His beautiful

home is situated at No. 340 Ridge Avenue, Allen-

town.

' £>#P *
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ERENUS FRUTCHEY. There are few of
the residents of Northampton County who
have not heard of the New York Store,

which has as its customers not only people of Ban-
gor, but also those of the surrounding country.
The building is 26x110 feet in dimensions, and is

stocked with a complete and varied assortment of
general merchandise, dry goods, groceries , carpets,

crockery, lace curtains, window shades, cloaks and

wraps, and general house furnishings. It is the

largest store in Bangor, the stock being valued at

$25,000 or $30,000, and the trade extends through

the northern part of the county.

In Upper Mt. Bethel Township, Northampton

County, the subject of this sketch was born April

27, 1862, being a son of Frederick and Sarah

(Rutt) Frutchey. The first representatives of the

family in America came hither from Germany and

settled in eastern Pennsylvania, along the shores

of the Upper Delaware. Grandfather Christian

Frutchey was a farmer by occupation and spent

much of his life at Centreville, in Upper Mt. Bethel

Township, where his body now lies buried. Fred-

erick Frutchey was born in the township last named

January 1, 1839, and for some years engaged in

farming, but at present assists his son in the store.

Politically he is a Democrat, and is now a member
of the Borough Council of Bangor. Socially he

affiliates with the Knights of Honor. In the Re-

formed Church he has held the offices of Elder

and Deacon, and is one of its most active mem-
bers. He has three children, Emma, Foster and

Serenus.

Educated in the schools of Upper Mt. Bethel

Township, the subject of this sketch on leaving

school began to clerk in the store of the old Ban-

gor Supply Company, where he was employed for

two years. For the four ensuing years he was in

the employ of L. <fe E. Speer, and at the expiration

of that time, having economically saved his earn-

ings, he was enabled to purchase the interest of

Mr. Speer in the New York Store. After one year

in partnership with Emery Speer he purchased the

latter's interest and has since conducted the busi-

ness alone, displaying the greatest efficiency in

the management of the establishment.

Though not actively interested in politics, Mr.

Frutchey never fails to cast his ballot for the can-

didates of the Democratic party. In religious be-

lief he is identified with the Reformed Church.

Socially he holds membership in the Improved

Order of Red Men, and also affiliates with the

Knights of Honor, the Knights of Pythias and the

Knights of Malta. His attention, however, is given

almost wholly to the demands of his business, and

the success which has come to him is richly mer-
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ited. In his store he gives steady employment to

seven clerks, whose courtesy and geniality of man-

ner increase the popularity of the establishment.

On the 22d of June, 1888, Mr. Frutchey was

united in marriage with Miss Annie Yetter, of

Belvidere, N. J. This lady possessed many amia-

ble qualities of heart and head, and her death, May

2, 1889, was mourned by a large circle of friends,

by whom she was held in the highest regard. Her

remains were buried in the Reformed Church Cem-

etery at Bangor.

»>>> i i i i 1
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HON. HENRY GREEN is one of the very

prominent and most highly respected citi-

zens of Easton. In the fall of 1879 he

was appointed Justice of the Supreme Court by

Governor Hoyt, to fill a vacancy caused by the

death of the Hon. Warren J. Woodward. At the

general election in November, 1880, Mr. Green

was elected as an Associate Justice of the Supreme

Court for a term of twenty-one 3-ears. His public

service has been noted for the ability he has dis-

played and the faithfulness with which he has dis-

charged the duties devolving upon him, in what-

ever capacity.

A native of Warren County, N. J., our subject

was born about two miles only from Easton,

August 29, 1828. His education was largely ob-

tained in the noted school of which Rev. John

Vanderveer of this city was in charge. After ob-

taining a preliminary college education in that in-

stitution, Mr. Green was enrolled as a student at

LaFayette in July, 1842, and was graduated there-

from in September, 1846. On beginning bis law

studies, he had for his tutor Hon. Washington

McCartney, of Easton, who was subsequently Judge

of the Northampton County Courts. On being ad-

mitted to the Bar in the fall of 1849, Mr. Green

opened an office and began practice in this city.

In 1851 our subject entered the office of ex-Go v.

Andrew H. Reeder, who was one of the Territorial

Governors of Kansas, to which position he was ap-

pointed in 1854. Mr. Green continued practice

in the same office, and in July, 1857, entered into

partnership with Governor Reeder, upon the lat-

ter's return from the West, and their relationship

continued until the Governor's death, which oc-

curred in July, 1864. After that event Mr. Green

continued to practice independently in Northamp-

ton and adjacent counties for some fifteen vears,

when he was appointed Justice of the Supreme

Court, as previously mentioned. In this capacity

he served faithfully until, on the regular election

in 1880, he became Associate Justice, a post for

which he is well fitted. In 1873 he was chosen a

member of the State Constitutional Convention,

to fill a vacancy occasioned by the resignation

of Hon. Samuel M. Dimick, Delegate-at-Large,

upon his appointment as Attorney-General of Penn-

sylvania.

In his private practice, Mr. Green has succeeded -

in building up a fine reputation as a civil lawyer,

and his income as such has been very large. In

many important cases he has been called upon to

act as a champion, and has written some very im-

portant opinions since becoming Justice of the Su-

preme Court. Among notable eases which have

come under his supervision are the following: the

will case of Yardley and Cuthbertson (108th Pa.,

395), originally in Philadelphia; the Common-

wealth of Pennsylvania versus the Gloucester

Steam Ferry Company (98th Pa., 105), a dissent-

ing opinion on a question of taxation of capital

stock, the case being appealed to the Supreme

Court of the United States, and Judge Green's

views by them sustained; Lane's Appeal (105th

Pa., 49), involving the question of the liability of

stockholders' incorporations for the debts of the

same to the extent of their paid-in capital stock;

the case of Hoover versus the Pennsylvania Rail-

road Company (156th Pa., 220), concerning the

liability of the latter for alleged discrimination in

freight acts; Miskey's Appeal (107 Pa., 611), a

question of setting aside an executed voluntary

deed, and many others of equal importance.

Judge Green is married and has four children,

all grown up and married, having children of their

own. In politics our subject is a Republican, and

though he is interested in the success of his party,

is certainly not what would be termed a politician,



642 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

For many years he has been considered one of the

ablest jurists in Pennsylvania, and his decisions

are clear cut, just and highly intelligent exponents

of himself.

JOHN BACON, one of the native sons of the

Keystone State, has passed his entire life

within its borders, and is now one of the

business men of Easton. Since 1890 he has

been Treasurer of the Easton Trust Company, and

for a period covering a quarter of a century faith-

fully and efficiently served as Cashier of the Glen-

don Iron Company, and also as Treasurer of the

Glendon Lehigh Bridge Company for the same

period.

The birth of John Bacon occurred in Philadel-

phia, September 30, 1842, his parents being Charles

Warder and Mary (Thomas) Bacon. The ances-

tors on his father's side were natives of England,

while on the maternal side he is of Dutch and Welsh
descent. His grandfather, John Bacon, was also,

like him, a native of Philadelphia, and possessed

unusual business and executive ability. He was a

faithful and conscientious member of the Society

of Friends, and was frequently honored by his fel-

low-citizens with positions of trust and importance.

At one time he served for a period of eight years

as City Treasurer, and was also Treasurer of the

Deaf and Dumb Asylum from its infancy, and in

addition to those mentioned was connected in an
official capacity with the Eastern State Penitenti-

ary from its incipiency until his death. Charles
W. Bacon, the father of our subject, in early life

was in the mercantile business, and later for about
thirty years he was Treasurer of the Schuylkill
Navigation Company, which position he held to tne
time of his death. In the community in which he
made his home he was always esteemed one of the
substantial and reliable business men. He was born
in Philadelphia, and, like his father before him, in

religious faith was reared in the Society of Friends.
Politically he was a Republican. Of his nine chil-

dren only three are living. Agnes is the wife of

Capt. H. G. H. Tarr, of New York; and Anna is Mrs.

Robert K. Neff,of Philadelphia.

John Bacon was reared to manhood in Philadel-

phia, and in its excellent schools received a good

education, graduating at the Philadelphia High

School in 1858. Upon the completion of his stud-

ies he became interested in the mercantile business

in Philadelphia, and remained in that business for

about three years. Subsequently he was connected

with the North Pennsj'lvania Railroad. In 1865

he came to Easton to accept the position of Cashier

of the Glendon Iron Company, with which concern

he remained for twenty-five years. In 1890, when

the Easton Trust Company was organized, he was

made Treasurer, and has proved himself thoroughly

capable in the discharge of the duties of the place.

Both from his father and grandfather he inherited

marked financial ability and a fidelitj- to the du-

ties and trust reposed in him. In 1865 Mr. Bacon

married Harriet, daughter of John and Eliza Vo-

gel, of Philadelphia. His wife died the following

year. In 1869 he married Miss Emilie, daughter of

John J. and Matilda Burke, respected citizens of

Easton. To Mr. and Mrs. Bacon have been born

five children, all but one of whom are still living.

In the order of their birth they are as follows: Ma-

tilda Runkle, Agnes Thomas, John, Jr., Howard

Burke, and Charles Warder, who died in early child-

hood.

HJHZ =+

f~y HA.RLES M. HAPGOOD, President of the

V> C. M. Hapgood Shoe Company, of Easton,

was born in Peru, Bennington County, Vt.,

March 3, 1845, and is the son of Joseph J. and

Hepsibeth (Barnard) Hapgood. His paternal an-

cestors were of English origin, though the family

was represented in Massachusetts early in the

history of that commonwealth. His grandfather,

Joseph Hapgood, a native of the Bay State, was

there engaged in agricultural pursuits. Joseph J.,

who was also born in that state, was taken to Ver-

mont when about three years of age. For about

sixty years he was engaged in mercantile busi-

ness, in which he met with excellent success. Po-
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litieally he was a Republican, and on that ticket

was elected to various town offices. In the work

of the Congregational Church he took an active

part, and was instrumen tal in securing the erection

of an edifice in his locality. Unto his union there

were born six children, of whom Charles and Mar-

shall died before reaching maturity. The others

are: Charlotte H.; Luke B., a resident of Easton;

Marshall J., who lives on the old homestead; and

Charles M., the subject of this sketch. Grandfa-

ther Barnard was one of the earliest settlers of the

village of Peru, where he kept a hotel and also su-

perintended a farm.

Prior to the age of- sixteen nothing of special

note occurred to vary the usual routine of school

work with our subject. At that age his patriotic

spirit was stirred b}' the firing on Ft. Sumter and

the secession of the Southern States, and he deter-

mined to aid in protecting the Old Flag and saving

the Union. In October, 1861, he enlisted in Com-
pany A, Second Vermont Infantry, which was as-

signed to the Army of the Potomac for three years.

He participated in nineteen engagements of the

Peninsular campaign, including the battles of

Bull Run, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Gettysburg,

the Wilderness and Spottsylvania Court House.

In the last-named engagement, May 12, 1864, he

was wounded to such an extent that he was obliged

to spend some months in a hospital. He did not

again enter the active service, but was discharged

from the hospital and from the army in October,

1864.

On his return to civil life Mr. Hapgood went to

Boston, and for three years was employed as a

clerk in a shoe store, after which he was in busi-

ness for himself for eight years. At the time of

the Boston fire he suffered a heavy loss in the de-

struction of building and stock, but with that ex-

ception he was prospered in his enterprise. In

1875 he came to Easton, where he commenced in

the wholesale and retail shoe business, for two

years conducting the trade under the firm name of

J. Curtis & Co., and afterward for twelve years as

Hapgood, Hay & Co. The firm name was then for

four years C. M. Hapgood & Co., but in January,

1894, a stock company was formed, under the title

Of the C. M. Hapgood Shoe Company, with our

subject as the principal stockholder, the President

and general manager. The sales run from $500,-

000 to $600,000 per annum, and goods are sold in

almost every state in the Union.

Besides this business Mr. Hapgood is the princi-

pal stockholder in the Easton Boot and Shoe Com-
pany, which was organized in 1889, and of which he

was President for three years and is now Director.

Politically he is a Republican, and has been a

member of the City Council. He is a member of

the Second Presbyterian Church, and socially is

connected with Lafayette Post No. 217, G. A. R.

July 28, 1875, he married Margaret E. Rockwell,

an estimable lady, who was born in Nova Scotia,

but has spent her life principally in Massachusetts

and Pennsylvania.

'wMi'i ' I »

JOHN M. MORRIS. The visitor to Northamp-

ton County, traveling through Lower Mt.

Bethel Township, always notes with admira-

tion the attractive and finely improved Mor-

ris homestead. For many years the residence of

our subject's father, Robert G., it has passed by in-

heritance to him, and under his capable supervis-

ion the buildings are kept in excellent repair, and

modern improvements in farm machinery and

methods of fertilization have been introduced.

Before mentioning in detail the events of inter-

est in the life of our subject, some notice of his

honored father will be appropriate in this connec-

tion. The Morris family is of Scotch-Irish origin,

and it is supposed that the great-grandfather of

our subject was a native of Scotland. Grandfather

Morris was the founder of the family in Northamp-

ton County, settling in Martin's Creek, Lower

Mt. Bethel Township, where his death occurred

at the age of more than fourscore years.

[n this county Robert G. Morris was born and

reared, and here, having learned the trade of a

blacksmith, he was engaged at his chosen occupa-

tion for a number of years. Subsequently he be-

gan farming, and this lie continued until 1873,

when having, accumulated a competency, he retired

from active cares, and spent his remaining years in



644 POETRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

the enjoyment of the fruits of former years. His

first wife was Sallie A. McFall. After her death

he was united with Elizabeth, daughter of John

Miller, of Lower Mt. Bethel Township. Of this

union there now survives a son, John M., our sub-

ject.

Essentially a self-made man, the possessions of

Robert G. Morris were the result of his industry

and wise judgment. Starting in life with only

fifty cents, he became the possessor of a large estate.

In his earlier years he labored incessantly, with the

hope of future results to strengthen him on his

way. During that period of toil and sacrifices, lie

built up for himself an honest name and an envi-

able reputation. He was ever the ready friend and

supporter of all measures calculated for the welfare

of his community, and in all respects fulfilled the

obligations of a good citizen. In politics he ad-

hered to Republican principles. At one time he

was a member of a battalion of militia.

At the age of seventeen Mr. Morris united

with the Presbyterian Church, and was a member

of that organization until 1861, when, together

with various members of other denominations, he

united in founding a General Synod Lutheran con-

gregation at Martin's Creek. Of this church Rev.

J. I. Burrell was the first pastor, and in it for thirty

years Mr. Morris served as an Elder. "While giv-

ing liberally to its support, he was also most gen-

erous in his contributions to other enterprises. For

many years he and his wife supported two students

in India, and just a few days before his death he

made a contribution of $100 to this work. In his

will he bequeathed $250 to the Home and $250 to

the Foreign Missionary Board of the general synod.

For many years he was a member of the Board of

Trustees of the theological seminary at Gettys-

burg. He frequently represented his congregation
in the district synod, and was the delegate of the

East Pennsylvania Synod at the convention of the

general synod held at Altoona.

In early manhood Mr. Morris was stalwart and
vigorous, but his later years were full of suffering.

An arm and a leg were each broken twice, and both
wrists were fractured at the same time. His death,

September 15, 1893, was the result of injuries re-

ceived by being thrown down by cattle in his yard.

He was seventy-two at the time of his death, hav-

ing been born May 12, 1821. His wife soon fol-

lowed him to the beyond, passing away July 27,

1894, and was buried by his side in the beautiful

cemetery of Lower Mt. Bethel. She had been

a consistent Christian for more than fifty-five

years, and was a lady universally esteemed for her

many virtues and graces of character.

The subject of this sketch was born in Northamp-

ton County, September 3, 1855, and was reared to

manhood upon the place where he now resides.

He married Miss Sarah A., daughter of Joseph

Kiefer, of Lower Mt. Bethel Township, and they

are the parents of two children, Elizabeth and

John I. B. A Republican in politics, he has served

as School Director and has occupied other local

offices of trust. In his business transactions he has

been straightforward and upright, and during his

lifelong residence in this community has built up

for himself a reputation as a good citizen, giving

cheerfully of his time and means to whatever tends

to the general welfare, and by his industry and en-

terprise affording a worthy example to others.

EES-

JOEL NEFF is Treasurer of the Slatington-

Bangor Slate Syndicate of Slatington, who

are miners and wholesale dealers in black,

green and red roofing slate, blackboards and

other slate products. The goods sold by this firm

are shipped to all parts of the United States, and

special attention is devoted to the export trade.

The volume of business is constantly growing, and

the future prospects of the industry are bright in-

deed. Mr. Neff, of this sketch, is a thorough bus-

iness man, and it is largely through his influence

and sagacity that the business of this concern has

grown to its present large proportions.

The birth of our subject occurred in Heidelberg

Township, Lehigh County, November 28, 1836.

His father, George Neff, also a native of this

county, departed this life in March, 1882, at the

age of eighty-one years. His father bore the

Christian name of Barnhard, and though his birth
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took place in Lehigh County, his father, Ulrich, was

a native of Germany. He helped to build the first

church in Heidelberg Township, and was one of

the prominent early settlers of the county. The

mother of our subject bore the maiden name of

Susan Handwerk.

The boyhood of Joel Neff was passed in the

county where he was born, and he received a good

common-school education. While still a youth he

became employed in the slate quarry, where he

thoroughly learned the business. Being ambitious,

he then started in on his own account, leasing a

quarry, and in time became the owner of a piece

of slate land, where he opened various quarries and

has since conducted a large and extensive trade.

Mr. Neff is the owner of much valuable slate prop-

erty, and has been identified with the slate inter-

ests of Slatington since 1860. He has a thorough

knowledge of the business in its various details,

and his long experience and executive ability have

made him a prominent factor in the development

of this most important industry. The Slatington-

Bangor Syndicate mines the Blue Valley slate,

which is of a very superior quality, and they have

now in their employ about fifty men. Mr. Neff

for a number of years carried on the business alone,

but in 1892 the present organization was effected,

with our subject as Treasurer and J. L. Foote as

Manager. In 1871 a large general merchandise

store was established in connection with the busi-

ness, and in addition to this Mr. Neff owns much

vacant and residence propertj' in Slatington.

A Republican in politics, the subject of this

sketch has always taken an active part in the local

and national affairs of his party, and was for two

terms Burgess of Slatington, and for a period

of four terms was a Councilman. Interested in

school matters, he has also done his share in this

direction, having been for six years on the School

Board. He is a member of the present City Coun-

cil and is always to be found on the side of prog-

ress. Fraternally he belongs to Slatington Lodge

No. 624, 1. O. O. F.

In 1859 Mr. Neff and Miss Drucilla Handwerk,

of Lehigh County, were united in marriage. The

lady is a daughter of Martin Handwerk, a pioneer

of this county, and by her marriage has become

the mother of two children, Amandus Peter, and
Sarana J., wife of John F. Berkemeyer, of this city.

Mr. Neff is a member of the German Reformed
Church, and Mrs. Neff of the Lutheran Evangeli-

cal Church, and both are much respected people.

TJV DWARD C. KRAMLICH. This prominent

Y^ Cy resident of Allentown, Northampton Coun.
ty, is engaged in buying and shipping stock

to the markets of the large cities. He is also part

owner of the Allen House at Siegfried, his part-

ner being a Mr. Feldhoff.

Our subject was born in Lehigh County, Decem-
ber 31, 1848, and is the son of Levi and Annie
(Miller) Kramlich, natives of the above county,

and now residents of Fogelsville, this state. Of
the parental family, which included a large num-
ber of children, ten survive, namely: Milton J.,

a minister of the Lutheran Church in Allentown;

Edward C; Ellen J., the wife of W. J. Feldhoff,

of Shamokin, this state; Albert C, living in Allen-

town; Frank H., a resident of Milford, Del.; Ida

C, Mrs. Calvin Hellfrich, of Fogelsville, this state;

Lilly, the wife of James Madtes, living in Cata-

sauqua; Richard L., who makes his home in Fogels-

ville; Annie, also living in Fogelsville; and Ed-

ward C, of this sketch.

The last-named was reared to man's estate in

Upper Macungie Township, Lehigh County, and

passed his early years on the home farm and in at-

tendance at the district school. He later became a

student in the Keystone Normal School at Kutz-

town,and when eighteen years of age went to War-

ren, Ohio, and accepted the position of clerk in a

mercantile establishment. He remained there for

over three years and then, going to Solon, Iowa,

formed a partnership with R. F. Stine in the grain

business, the firm name being Stine & Kramlich.

In 1874 our subject returned to this state and

engaged in farming near Fogelsville, where he

lived for a time, and in 1881 removed to Allen

Township, locating on the farm where he now lives.

He devotes his time and attention principally to
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buying and selling good grades of stock, and being

an expert in judging of animals, is making a suc-

cess of this enterprise and reaping a good income.

The Allen House, in which he is interested, was re-

furnished throughout when it came into the pos-

session of the present owners, and is now classed

among the best hotels in the Lehigh Valley.

The lady to whom our subject was married in

1876 was Miss Savannah, daughter of Thomas F.

Butz, of Allentown. Their union has resulted in

the birth of the following-named seven children:

Jennie D., Franklin L, John B., Howard L., Harry

T., Mary A. and Helen M. In religious affairs Mr.

Kramlich is a devoted member of the Lutheran

Church at Howertown, which he has served in the

capacities of Deacon and Trustee. He has also been

School Director of his district, and is at the pres-

ent time Treasurer of the board. While a resi-

dent of Lehigh County our subject was Assessor of

Upper Macungie Township for six years, and in

various other ways was prominent in local affairs.

Mr. Kramlich is reliable in his citizenship, hon-

orable in his dealings with his fellow-men, and is

therefore regarded with a due measure of esteem

by those about him.

,1.2=7-

E^S™

GT^r LBERT W. LEH. The gentleman whose

/ \ honored name appears at the opening of

this sketch is a representative of the men
of energy and enterprise who have made North-

ampton County so prominent in the state. He is

one of the oldest and most reliable architects in

South Bethlehem, and has been the designer of

many of the finest buildings in the Lehigh Valley.

He also deserves prominent mention as a soldier

during the late war, being at that time one of the

youngest to join the service in the country.

Our subject was born in Northampton County,
September 17, 1848, and is the son of Daniel Leh,
a native of Berks County, his birth occurring near
Pottsville. He in turn was descended from Jacob
Leh, also a native of the above county, where he
was engaged in farm pursuits and was well-to-do.

He was a devoted member of the Reformed Church,

and a man greatly respected for his upright and

honest life.

Daniel Leh removed to this county when a

young man, buying property in Williams Town-

ship, and engaged in its cultivation until his de-

cease in 1880. He too belonged to the Reformed

Church. The maiden name of his wife was Mary

Wolflnger. She was a native of Bucks County, and

the grand-daughter of John Wolflnger, who emi-

grated from Germany and located in Bucks Coun-

ty, where he passed the remainder of his life. The

mother of our subject is also deceased, having

passed away at the home of her daughter, Malinda

Foucht, in Farmersville in 1887.

The parental family included eleven children,

six of whom are now living. Albert W. was

reared on his father's farm, and, like all the lads of

that day, secured his primary education in the dis-

trict schools. September 8, 1864, when sixteen

years old, he enlisted in the Union army, joining

Company C, One Hundred and Ninety-eighth Penn-

sylvania Infantry, and was mustered into service

at Philadelphia. With his regiment he formed a

part of the Fifth Army Corps, and with the Army
of the Potomac engaged in the battles of Pegram

Farm, South Side, Hatcher's Run and Petersburg.

He was wounded at Hatcher's Run in the right in-

step, and, although the wound was painful, he re-

mained with his company and reported for duty.

For valiant service -he was promoted to be Cor-

poral, and was mustered out of service May 15,

1865, at Arlington Heights, Va.

Returning home at the close of the war, young

Leh went to Easton and entered Trach's private

school, after which he took a business course. He

then began life for himseif as a wood-carver at Dur-

ham, under the instruction of a Mr. Steckle, with

whom he remained for two years. While in his

employ he made a study of architecture, which

business he has followed ever since. In 1869 Mr.

Leh located in South Bethlehem, with whose inter-

ests he has been prominently identified, and has

erected some of the finest business blocks and resi-

dences in this section. After coming here he

worked for a time in the planing-mill of Ritter &
Beck, but since 1880 have given his entire time
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and attention to his present business. His office is

located at No. 214 West Second Street. Since

1884 our subject has been associated in business

with Col. S. D. Lehr and Howard S. Mertz, archi-

tects and engineers, the firm being known as Lehr,

Leh & Mertz, with headquarters at No. 720 Hamil-

ton Street, Allentown.

The original of this sketch was married, in' Phila-

delphia, in 1884 to Miss Alice Ruton. Socially

Mr. Leh is a member of J. K. Taylor Post No. 182,

G. A. R., and belongs to the Knights of Malta. Al-

though voting the Democratic ticket during na-

tional elections, he is independent in politics, and

reserves the right to cast the ballot for the man

who in his judgment will best fill the office.

-»• !?§>-:^-<§3P

REUBEN H. KRAMM, manufacturer of and

dealer in marble and granite monuments,

etc., in Allentown, has the honor of being a

native of the Saucon Valley, Lehigh County. He

was born October 24, 1835, and comes of a family

of German origin, which in early Colonial days was

founded in the United States. His father, David

Kramm, was born in Northampton County in

1793, and was a tanner, miller and farmer, follow-

ing those various occupations at different periods

in his life. He was united in marriage with Miss

Mary Brunner, a native of Lehigh County, and

for fifty years they traveled life's journey togeth-

er, sharing with each other its joys and sorrows, its

adversity and prosperity. When the half-century

had passed they celebrated their golden wedding,

in 1871. Mrs. Kramm was called to her final rest

in 1872, at the age of seventy-two years, and Mr.

Kramm, who survived her about eleven years,

passed away on the 28th of September, 1883, at

the age of nearly ninety years.

In the family of fourteen children, seven sons

and seven daughters, thirteen of whom grew to

mature years, Reuben H. Kramm is the ninth in

order of birth. When yet an infant his parents

moved to Columbia County, Pa. The first four-

teen years of his life were spent -upon his father's

farm, during which time he attended the common

schools of Montour County. The family then

removed to Milton, Northumberland County,

where he entered a select school, then known as

Milton Academy. Later he pursued his studies

under the tutelage of Rev. J. H. Derr, and at the

age of seventeen became an assistant in the school

established by that gentleman. Soon afterward

he opened a select school of his own in that place,

.conducting the same for two terms, when he went

to Lancaster, Pa., to further perfect his studies,

spending two years as a student in Franklin and

Marshall College. When he entered that institu-

tion, he did so with the intention of securing a

collegiate education and entering the ministry, but

on account of failing health, which was protracted

for a number of years, was compelled to abandon

the idea.

Hoping to benefit his health by a change of cli-

mate, Mr. Kramm went West. In company with his

brother Ephraim, be made a trip to Prairie du

Chien, Wis., from there to Winona, Minn., and

thence to White Bear Lake, where he assisted in the

construction of a large hotel. He then went to St.

Paul and aided in the building of the residence of

United States Senator, John Marshall. Next he

went to the vicinity of Clinton. Iowa, where his

brother-in-law was living, and there was engaged

on the construction of the railroad bridge span-

ning the Mississippi River at that place. In the fall

he made application for a school at Lyons, Iowa,

and taught during the succeeding winter. In the

spring he went to Louisville, Ky., where he applied

for work, and secured employment in the building

of steamboats, his labors being employed in the

construction of the cabins. During the succeed-

ing autumn we find him in Jeffersonville, Ind.,

where he engaged in teaching, and from that

place he returned to Milton, Pa., in 1861.

Mr. Kramm responded to the country's call for

troops in 1862, enlisting in the nine-months volun-

teer service as a member of the One Hundred and

Thirty-first Pennsylvania Infantry, Colonel Allen-

bach, of Harrisburg, commanding the regiment.

The troops were attached to General Humphrey's

Division, and were sent to Arlington Heights,

Washington, D. C. Mr. Kramm participated in the

battles of Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville,
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and when his term of enlistment had expired, was

honorably discharged, on the 20th of May, 1863.

At the time of his enlistment, his brother, David

J., entered the service, and after the battle of Fred-

ericksburg was among the missing, and it is pre-

sumed that he was killed, as nothing has ever

been heard of him since.

After being mustered out of the service, our

subject returned to Allen town, and for eighteen

months was employed as a teacher in the secondary

school, from which he was promoted to the high

school to complete a term of two months. He

then took charge of the only grammar school in

the city at that time, which position he acceptably

filled for twelve years, resigning in 1878. In 1885

not from choice, but as the result of circumstances

at the time, he became the sole proprietor of the

Granite and Marble Works situated at the corner

of Ninth and Linden Streets, and the immediate

successor to the firm of J. M. Eomig & Bro., who

had conducted that same business on the same site

for fifteen or more years. W. F. Romig, of the

former firm, has since been employed by him as

his foreman in said industry.

In 1866 Mr. Kramm was united in marriage

with Miss Anna M. Kemmerer, a daughter of Sam-

uel Kemmerer, of Lehigh County. Unto them was

born one child, Flora M. They are both members

of St. John's English Reformed Church, and our

subject has been one of its officers since 1865. He

aided in its organization, and, with the exception

of three months, has served either as Deacon or

Elder for the past twenty-five years. He takes an

active part in church and benevolent work, and

contributes freely to the support of worthy enter-

prises calculated to prove of public benefit. He
has served as Trustee of the Union and West
End Cemetery for a number of .years, and in poli-

tics is a supporter of the men and measures of the

Republican party. He was an able instructor, and
in his present line of business is meeting with

good success.

/O'HARLES A. MEYERS. Northampton

V^y County is the home of a large number of

men who were thrown upon their own
resources at an early age, and whose natural aptness

and energy were developed and strengthened by

contact with the world, resulting in making their

lives more than ordinarily successful in worldly

prosperity and in winning respect. Among this

class of men we mention the name of Mr. Meyers, a

prosperous and influential citizen of AVind Gap,

where he is engaged as a dealer in coal, flour and

lumber.

Mr. Meyers was born in Bath, Pa., June 3, 1859,

a son of Aaron and Caroline (Kleppeninger) Mey-

ers, natives of Northampton County. Both fami-

lies were established here early in the history of

the county, and Grandfather Meyers was at one

time a member of the Lower House of the State

Legislature. The subject of this biography was

reared to manhood upon the home farm at Bath,

and received his education in the schools of that

town. His advantages, however, were limited, and

his present knowledge has been mainly self acquired.

When in his twenty-second year Mr. Meyers

went to Pen Argyl, Pa., and for three years filled

the position of station agent for the Central Rail-

road of New Jersey at that place. From there he

came to Wind Gap, and held the same office for the

company here. He was also employed as telegraph

operator, having learned telegraphy at Pen Argyl

with the aid of a hand instrument. In that place

he also maintained other business interests, buying

and selling cross ties, lime, sand, etc., and during

his third year there managed the coal business for

Meyers & Fish, in connection with his station

agency.

On coming to Wind Gap, Mr. Meyers immedi-

ately embarked in the flour, feed and coal business,

and when he resigned as station agent, he added

lumber to his other lines of trade. He usually

employs four men, though during busy seasons he

has had in his employ as many as twenty men.

Besides his other interests, he has a fair trade as

contractor and builder. For several j^ears he has

devoted especial attention to the purchase of land,

from which he clears the lumber, and disposing

of it through his yards, has found that line of

work profitable.

Establishing domestic ties, Mr. Meyers married

Miss May H., daughter of Theodore Saylor, of

Saylorsburg, Monroe County, Pa. In politics a
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Republican, Mr. Meyers has been prominent in

political affairs, and in 1884 was appointed Post-

master at Wind Gap, retaining the position until

the second administration of President Cleveland,

and continued in office until November 1, 1894.

"While a resident of Pen Argyl, he was identified

with the Knights of the Golden Eagle, and at

present holds membership with the Patriotic Order

Sons of America at Wind Gap. He is a member

of the Reformed Church.

REV. JAMES FRANKLIN LAMBERT,
A. M., B. D., is pastor of St. Paul's Luth-

eran Church, the largest congregation in

Calasauqua. He is an able and most intelligent

man, who is rapidly increasing the membership by

his earnestness, eloquence and genial magnetism.

He has only been in charge of this congregation

since the 2d of July, 1892, but litis won a host of

friends and is accounted one of the best pastors in

his denomination in the country.

The paternal grandfather of our subject, Will-

iam H. Lambert, was born in Northampton County,

and was a son of Leonard Lambert, a farmer by

occupation, and also a native of Pennsylvania, who

lived to the extreme old age of ninety-two years.

The father of the latter came to this country from

Scotland with the English army, but after a time

deserted their side, his sympathies being with

the oppressed Colonists. The family trace their

ancestry back to one John Michael Lambert, of

Wurtemberg, Germany, the name being formerly

spelled Lamborth. The parents of Rev. Mr. Lambert

were Amandus M. and Charlotte A. (Hendricks)

Lambert, natives respectively of Lancaster and

Lehigh Counties. The former was born May 15,

1837, and in 1850 removed to Northampton Coun-

ty, settling near Hellertown, where he became a

farmer and butcher. He is still living, now well

along in years, on the old homestead. The mother

of our subject was the daughter of David Hend-

ricks, whose birth occurred in this county, and who

followed his trade as a carpenter and builder. His

grandfather came over with the English army '

during the Revolutionary War and left the serv-

ice, afterward removing to Lehigh County. Mr.

and Mrs. Amandus Lambert became the parents of

five children, only two of whom are living. The
younger, Prof. Sylvanus E., is engaged in teaching

in Milwaukee, Wis.

The subject of this sketch was born in Friedens-

ville, September 15, 1863, and was reared in Hel-

lertown, Northampton County, on his father's

farm. He made the most of his school advantages,

which were not of the best, however, and was only

fifteen years of age when he obtained a certificate

and began teaching at Lehigh Gap, there remain-

ing for six months. Next he taught in the Beth-

lehem High School as an assistant for one term,

thence going to Bucks County, where he became a

teacher at Trach's Academy, at the same time

continuing his studies. The next year he took

a school in the home district, after which, in

1883, he entered Ulrich's Preparatory School to

Lehigh University at Bethlehem for a year's

study. In 1884 he became a member of the Fresh-

man class at Muhlenberg College, graduating four

years later with the degree of Bachelor of Arts and

the third honors of his class. In -his Sophomore

year, completed in 1886, he received the Eliza

Botanical prize for the best illustrated essay on

"Reproduction of Plants." He received honorable

mention in 1888 in connection with the contest

for the Butler Analogy prize, and honorable men-

tion for German oration in the Junior oratorical

contest in 1887. In 1888 he was editor-in-chief

of The Muhlenberg, and in the fall of that year en-

tered the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Mt.

Airy, Philadelphia, from which institution he was

graduated in 1891 with the degree of Bachelor of

Divinity. He has also received the degree of Mas-

ter of Arts from his Alma Mater, Muhlenberg Col-

lege.

On commencing his ministerial work Rev. Mr.

Lambert was given charge of the Church of the

Incarnation, at Forty-sixth Street and Kingsessing

Avenue, Philadelphia, subsequent to his ordina-

tion, which took place at Pottstown, Pa., May 26,

1891. During his seminary course in Philadelphia

he had been connected (in order to obtain a practi-
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cal experience) with the church just mentioned,

and with them remained for a year after his ordi-

nation, during which time a fine church structure

was erected. The congregation of St. Paul's Lu-

theran Church, with which our subject is now con-

nected, was organized in 1852, and occupies a sub-

stantial brick building, situated on the Howertown

Road, between Church and Bridge Streets. The

membership is now about seven hundred, the larg-

est congregation in the city, and in addition to

the church they have a substantial parsonage and

two flourishing mission chapels in East Catasauqua

and Fullerton. Rev. Mr. Lambert preaches in both

the English and German languages, in each of

which he is a finished scholar, and by those best

qualified to judge he is considered a man of much

more than ordinary ministerial ability.

June 22, 1891, the subject of this biography was

married, in Allentown, to Miss Ella L. Ochs, a na-

tive of that place and a daughter of John Ochs,

who was engaged in running a book and station-

ery store in that city, where his death occurred.

Dr. and Mrs. Lambert are the parents of one child,

Marie C. Mrs. Lambert is of great assistance in

the work of the church and in aiding her hus-

band, being identified with the Ladies' Social and

Missionary Bands. In his political affiliations Dr.

Lambert deposits his ballot in favor of the princi-

ples set forth by the Republican party.

OC************^***********'iO£»

FRANCIS J. NEWHARD. One of the finely

improved farms of Lehigh County is lo-

cated in Whitehall Township, and is the

property of Mr. Newhard, who through persever-

ance and the exercise of good judgment has

gained a prominent place among the agriculturists

of the community. He was born upon the farm

where he is at present residing, and since it has

come into his possession he has placed upon it

many valuable improvements and has the soil

under a high state of cultivation.

Mr. Newhard was born March 27, 1843, and
is the son of Henry and Sarah (Gobrecht) New-

hard. His maternal grandfather, Rev. John Go-

brecht, was a minister of the German Reformed

Church, and one of the early preachers in the Le-

high Valley. He was very successful in the good

work and has been dead more than a half-century.

The great-grandfather of our subject, Frederick

Newhard, was a native of Germany, and crossed

the Atlantic to the New World prior to the Revo-

lutionary War. He made his home in Lehigh

Count}', near the present site of Allentown, and

was engaged in farm pursuits on the banks of

Jordan Creek until his death. He was one of the

first settlers in this part of the county, and in that

early day his neighbors were principally redmen.

His wife was on very friendly terms with the

Indians, often giving them supplies. His son,

Daniel Newhard, the grandfather of our subject,

also resided in this county until his death.

Henry Newhard spent his entire life on the farm

which is now the property of our subject. He had

learned the trade of a blacksmith when a young

man, which he followed in connection with agri-

cultural pursuits until his decease, when eighty-

four years of age. His blacksmith shop still stands

on the farm. The father was a man possessed of

a fair education, and religiously was a member of

the German Reformed Church at Allentown, in

which he held the office of Elder, and during his

younger years was Deacon. His death occurred

in 1887, and he was preceded to the better land by

his good wife, who passed away in 1881.

Only four members of the parental family sur-

vive. Coletta, now Mrs. Edward Reichert, resides

in Macungie Township, this county; Adeline, the

wife of Jacob Ritter, makes her home in Salisbury

Township, this county; Rebecca and Francis J. are

twins, and the former is living in Philadelphia.

Francis J. was reared on the old homestead, and after

obtaining his education in the schools of Whitehall

Township was trained to a thorough knowledge

of farm pursuits. Although never having received

instruction he was a natural musician, and for a

number of winters during his early life he taught

singing school in his neighborhood.

September 4, 1869, Miss Alice Mickley, who was

born June 13, 1851, in Whitehall Township, became

the wife of our subject. She was the daughter of



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 653

Abraham aud Maria (Erdman) Mickley, residents

of Whitehall Township, and of Whom extended

mention will be made in the sketch of Edwin

Mickley, found elsewhere in this record. Mr. and

Mrs. Newhard have no children of their own, but

have an adopted daughter and son, Margaret and

Charles F.

Besides owning his farm of sixty-seven acres,

Mr. Newhard is the possessor of property in Allen-

town. With his wife he is a member of the Ger-

man Reformed Church, in which he has held the

office of Deacon. He has been Assessor of White-

hall Township for six years, and served for many
terms on the School Board. He is a member of

the Lehigh Agricultural Society, and is a man
whose character and personal attributes are such

as to win the confidence and friendship of the

people by whom he is surrounded.
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©EORGE WALTER. From the successful

career of this gentleman may be gleaned

many lessons worthy of emulation by the

young. In boyhood he did not have the educa-

tional advantages common in our day, as the

schools of those times were inferior in quality of

instruction afforded. Early in life he was obliged

to earn his own livelihood, but this very fact, in-

stead of being a misfortune, doubtless developed

in his character the traits of energy, self-reliance

and perseverance for which he has always been

known. A native of Northampton County, he is

still a resident here, his home being in Williams

Township, where he owns a valuable piece of

property.

Born October 18, 1818, the subject of this bi-

ography is the son of Leonard and Sarah (Lattig)

Walter, natives of Northampton County. His pa-

ternal grandfather, George Walter, was an early

settler of Forks Township, arid was residing here

at the time of the Revolution. The maternal

grandfather, Peter Lattig, was a pioneer of Will-

iams Township, where his latter years were spent.

By trade Leonard Walter was a brickmaker, which

he followed the greater part of his life, though his

latter days were spent in farm work. He was a

man held in esteem by his acquaintances, and oc-

cupied a number of public offices, in which he

served acceptably. He was Overseer of the Poor
of Williams Township, and also filled the offices of

School Director and Assessor.

Reared to manhood in Northampton County,

our subject was for a brief period a student in the

early pay schools, never having the privilege of

attending a public school. While his opportuni-

ties were limited, he has been a thoughtful reader

of current newspapers, and is well informed in

both local and national matters of importance. At
the age of eighteen he began to learn the trade of

a carpenter, and this occupation he continued to

follow until he was more than forty. As a work-

man he was skilled and conscientious, and his

services were in demand throughout the county.

Since retiring from the trade his attention has

been devoted to agricultural pursuits, and he now
owns a well improved farm of thirty-eight acres in

Williams Township. For a number of years he

engaged in butchering during the winter season,

which work proved remunerative.

The lady who in October, 1840, became the wife

of Mr. Walter was known in maidenhood as Eliza-

beth Thomas, and was born in New Jersey. Seven

children were born unto them, of whom four are

now living, namely: Mary E., wife of Thomas J.

Kolb; Sarah A., who married Sylvester Mairworth;

Susan, Mrs. Herbert Genther; and Rosa, wife of

Charles N. Siegreaves. Mr. and Mrs. Walter are

identified with the Lutheran Church of South

Easton,and are a worthy couple, esteemed wherever

known. Successful in business, he owns, in addi-

tion to his farm, some valuable business property

in Easton and a residence in South Easton.

In politics Mr. Walter is a Republican. He has

always been loyal to the institutions of our Gov-

ernment, and during the Civil War responded to

the call of Governor Curtin, of Pennsylvania, for

volunteers in the service of the Union. He was in

the army for two weeks, mainly engaged in guard

duty in Maryland, being detailed to guard rebel
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prisoners at Hagerstown. His son John, who vol-

unteered in the One Hundred and Twenty-ninth

Pennsylvania Infantry, was in the service about

two and one-half years, when he came home on a

furlough, and soon afterward died from the effect

of exposure and hardships in the army.

-#€{ =<##

JAMES E. SOLT is well known and honored

by the people of Northampton County as

one of its most enterprising citizens. He is

at present living in Lehigh Township, where

he has a valuable estate, bearing the very best of

improvements and stocked with a goodly amount
of animals.

Our subject was born in Lehigh County, July

20, 1839, and is the son of Adam and Elizabeth

(Huber) Solt, natives of this county. The family

is an old and highly respected one in this locality,

and the maternal grandfather of Mr. Solt was a

soldier in the Markeshook War. Adam Solt was

by trade a tailor, which business he followed dur-

ing his earlier years, but at the time of his decease

was engaged in farm pursuits.

Our subject has five brothers and sisters who
survive, namely: Sarah, the wife of George Sny-
der; David; Samuel; Mary, now Mrs. Franklin

Sowers; and Violetta, the wife of Amandes Cole.

James E. remained in his native county until a lad

of eleven years, at which time his parents removed
to this county, making their home in Lehigh Town-
ship. Here he was reared to man 's estate on his

father's farm, and, like other boys of that period,

attended the district schools, where he acquired a
fair knowledge of the common branches.

During the late war Mr. Solt enlisted, in 1862,
joining Company D, One Hundred and Fifty-third

Pennsylvania Infantry. With his regiment he was
sent to the front, and for four and one-half months
was on duty, mostly in Virginia. At the expira-
tion of that time, his health being greatly im-
paired, he received his honorable discharge, and,
returning home, has resided in this county since.

He is the proprietor of one hundred and four acres

of well tilled J_and, which he cultivates in an ad-

mirable manner. Mr. Solt is a fine type of the

self-made man, as from comparative poverty he

has risen to a position of affluence and prominence

in the community.

The marriage of our subject with Miss Elennora

Becker took place May 25, 1846, and by their

union have been born seven children, only one of

whom is deceased. Those living are Elvin, Will-

iam, Mary, John, Zenas and Frank. Our subject

has always taken great interest in the free schools,

and for three years has rendered valuable service

on the board. In religious affairs he belongs to

the Lutheran Church, which he is serving as Elder,

and has been Trustee and Deacon. He is a pub-

lic-spirited and enterprising citizen, in favor of

every measure to improve society and elevate the

community. In politics Mr. Solt always votes

with the Democratic party, and is connected with

Fuller Post No. 378, at Catasauqua.

Mrs. Solt is the daughter of William and Mary
(Heistand) Becker, natives of Northampton Coun-

ty, who reared a large family, of whom the follow-

ing survive: Ansonetta, the wife of Thomas Bach-

man; Jacob, who makes his home in Linn County,

111.; and Thomas, engaged in the lumber business

in Ogle County, 111. Mr. and Mrs. Becker were

members of the Stone Reformed Church, and peo-

ple highly respected in their community.

/T~Y HARLES W. WALTER, owner of a feed

V^y mill and a valuable tract of farming land

in Palmer Township, Northampton Coun-
ty, was born in Warren County, N. J., July 19,

1848, being a son of Jacob and Elizabeth (Wolver-

ton) Walter, natives respectively of Williams Town-
ship, Northampton County, Pa., and New Jersey.

The family is one of prominence in this locality,

and a sketch of our subject's uncle, George Wal-
ter, appears upon another page of this volume.

In the fall of 1848, when Charles W. was an in-

fant, the family removed from New Jersey to Penn-

sylvania, and settled in what is now known as
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Palmer Township. The father, who was a miller

by occupation, operated various gristmills along

the Bushkill Creek until 1862, and then purchased

what is now known as Walter's Upper Mill. This

he conducted until his death, in September, 1890.

He was one of the most enterprising millers of the

county, was a man well and favorably known in

his community, and in politics always adhered to

the Republican party. For some time he served as

School Director of Forks Township. In religious

belief he was an adherent of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church. At the time of his death he owned

and was conducting two "flour and grist mills on

Bushkill Creek.

Of the children of Jacob and Elizabeth Walter,

the following-named survive: Samuel, a resident of

Easton; Charles W., the subject ofthis notice; Ed-

win P., who lives in New York City; John T., re-

siding in Northampton County; William H., of

Easton; Jacob R., who makes his home in North-

ampton County; Lizzie, wife of Rev. J. P. Uhler,

of St. Peter, Minn.; and Jennie W., who married

M. W. Schneebeli, of Easton. The family is an

honorable one, and the sons and daughters are held

in high regard in their various localities.

Beginning his studies in the common schools of

Palmer Township, pur subject was for two years

thereafter a student in a private school in Easton.

From boyhood he was accustomed to assist his

father in the flour and grist mill business, in which

way he acquired a thorough knowledge of the oc-

cupation and was prepared to enter upon it for

himself. In the spring of 1890 he purchased the

Waller's Upper Mill, which has since been con-

certed into a feedmill and is still run under his

able supervision. In addition to the mill, he is the

owner of seventy acres of farming land, the culti-

vation of which he superintends.

Miss Martha A. Hixon, who in 1869 became the

wife of Mr. Walter, is a native of Virginia and a

daughter of Noah Hixon, deceased, formerly of

Prince William County, Va. They are the parents

of three sons, William W., Harry E. and Earl W.
It is due to the industrious and persevering man-

ner in which Mr. Walter has conducted his business

affairs that he has risen to such a prominent posi-

tion in Palmer Township. His life, with the ex-

ception of a few months, has been spent within the

confines of Northampton County, and as a natural

result he is greatly interested in the progress and
development of this section. Though not active in

public affairs, preferring to devote his attention to

personal matters, he is nevertheless a firm cham-
pion of the Republican party, and always supports

its candidates.

~SJ$+£(=_&"

/""Y HARLES W. MILLER, contractor in a stone

Vj quarry connected with the American Ce-

ment Company of Egypt, is a prominent

resident of this section, and may be truthfully said

to know and be known by almost every individual

in the county. He is also the proprietor of a hotel

and restaurant in the city, of which he is making a

success, and has been a resident of the place since

1866.

Our subject was born in the kingdom of Sax-

ony, Germany, October 7, 1838, and is a son of

Carl F. W. and Eve R. Miller. He lived in his

native country until attaining his majority, in the

meantime being given an excellent education.

Since coming to America he has gained a good

knowledge of the English language, and now ranks

among-the best citizens of Lehigh County. Prior

to coming to the United States he worked in his

father's brickyard for a number of years, and for

some time thereafter was a clerk in a dry-goods

store at Leipsic, Germany.

In 1862 young Miller decided to try his fortune

in the New World, and after coming hither made

his home in different places until 1866, the date of

his advent into Egypt, with whose interests he

has since been connected. For about twelve years

after coming here he was occupied as brakeman on

the Ironton Railroad. The following three years

he was with the Crane Iron Company at Catasau-

qua, and for the past ten years has been engaged

as contractor in the quarry for the American Ce-

ment Works of this place.

The lady to whom Charles W. Miller was mar-

ried in 1870 was Miss Mary Shields, a native of
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this county. She is a daughter of Martin and Jo-

hanna Shields, born in Ireland. In social affairs

our subject is identified with the Independent

Order of Odd Fellows, holding membership at Al-

lentown with Lodge No. 83. He is a consistent

member of the Lutheran Church, and a follower of

the moral precepts promulgated by that faith. In

politics he is an ardent Democrat, and takes an act-

ive interest in the success of his party. He is pub-

lic spirited and enterprising, and in favor of every-

thing pertaining to the public good. He has met

with the success attending perseverance and in-

dustry, and is now one of the substantial men of the

county.

J7> DWARD D. BOYER. One of the most

I £) important industries in Pennsylvania is

that known as the Hercules Cement Com-
pany, of which our subject is Secretary and Super-

intendent. The plant, which, was established in

1879, is located near Coplay, and the present com-

pany was incorporated in 1891, with Col. John

Craig, President; John T. Williams, Treasurer; and

our subject Secretary and Superintendent. The
factory turns out some of the best grades of cement

that is placed upon the market, among which is

the " Hercules Portland," the "Improved Lehigh "

and "Improved Rosendale." The company gives

constant employment to about fifty men, and

their plant, which is supplied with the latest im-

proved methods of machinery, has a capacity of

four hundred barrels of hydraulic cement per day.

The present building occupied by the company was

erected in 1889, as the old factory had been previ-

ously burned.

Our subject, Edward D., is a native of Catasau-

qua, this state, and was born on the 23d of Septem-

ber, 1857. His parents were Reuben A. and Rebecca

Boyer, the former of whom is deceased, and the

latter at present residing in the above place. For

many years Reuben Boyer was Superintendent of

the ore mines for the Crane Iron Company at

Catasauqua, and his father, John Boyer, was the

second Burgess of that place in 1854.

The father of our subject departed this life in

the spring of 1890. He was- a Republican in poli-

tics, and was one of the county's prominent and

popular residents, who met with substantial results

in all his enterprises. Our subject grew to man's

estate in his native county, and received a pre-

liminary education in the public school. Later

he entered the Philadelphia College of Phrrmacy,

from which he graduated in 1877, and for many
years thereafter was engaged in the drug business

at Catasauqua.

In 1890 Mr. Boyer was appointed Secretary

of the Catasauqua Cement Company, which was

changed a year later to the Hercules Cement Com-
pany, and in the fall of 1891 was appointed Super-

intendent of the works. He was married in 1885

to Miss Annie, daughter of John Williams, now
deceased, but who was Cashier of the Crane Iron

Company. To Mr. and Mrs. Boyer have been born

two children, John W. and Marion R.

The original of this sketch is greatly interested

in political affairs, and never fails to cast a vote

for Republican candidates. For the past twelve

years he has served as Secretary of the borough of

Catasauqua, and his long continued service indi-

cates his great personal popularity. His life has

been a busy and useful one, and his honorable, up-

right career has won him universal confidence.

^^1

DR. EUGENE N. WILHELM, one of Eaubs-

vi lie's well known citizens, was born June

3, 1854, in the city where he now resides.

He is a son of John H. and Susanna (Unangst)

Wilhelm, the former a native of Northampton

County, and for many years a practitioner of

Raubsville, where his death occurred in 1886. The

boyhood and youthful years of our subject were

somewhat uneventfully passed in the city of his

birth, in the common schools of which he was for

some time a student, thereby laying the founda-

tion for the knowledge he afterward acquired by

self-culture.

Beginning in life, our subject was for some years

an assistant to his father, but since the death of
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the latter he has practiced alone. He has made a

specialty of the treatment of chronic diseases, for

which he has his own special remedies, though

often introducing into his practice the magnetic

treatment, in which he has met with success. In

his diagnosis of cases he is keen in perception and

accurate in analysis, and through energy, perse-

verance and sound judgment has gained success

in his practice.

As a helpmate on life's journey, Dr. Wilhelm

selected Miss Regetta Purdy, daughter of John B.

Purdy, late of Easton, Pa., but now deceased.

There have been born unto this union ten chil-

dren, of whom nine are now living. They are

Mary R., Arthur F., Jacob C, Howard, Mabel,

Maud, Elizabeth, Agnes and Susanna. Ethel died

in childhood.

The political belief of Dr. Wilhelm has led him

into affiliation with the Democratic party, the prin-

ciples of which receive his earnest and faithful al-

legiance. In religious matters he is a Lutheran,

and holds membership with St. Paul's Church of

Raubsville, to which his family also belongs. In

his social connections he is identified with the Ma-

sonic fraternity, belonging to Prosperity Lodge

No. 567, F. & A. M., at Riegelsville. He is a char-

ter member of Unity Order No. 1, Knights of Hu-

manity, at Raubsville, with which organization he

has been prominently connected since its estab-

lishment. At present he is serving as its Com-

mander. He is a man of pleasant, genial disposi-

tion, who has the esteem and confidence of the

community.

!$HMf

PHILIP G. WARNER, a prominent busi-

ness man of Easton, occupies a respon-

sible position as Superintendent in the

employ of the Prudential Life Insurance Com-

pany of Newark, N. J. He is now in charge

of the Easton district, which comprises part of

Northampton, Bucks and Monroe Counties, Pa.,

and Warren and Hunterdon Counties, N. J. He
is thoroughly familiar with and competent in the

27

management of the affairs devolving upon him,

for his entire business life has been passed in this

field of work.

Our subject's paternal grandfather, Philip War-

ner, was a native of Germany, born June 15, 1814,

and came to the United States in the year 1838.

He settled in Baltimore, where he carriedj]on his

trade as a confectioner until his death, February

28, 1885, at the age of seventy-one years. He
was always much interested in the welfare of the

Democratic party. In religion he was a Catholic.

To himself and wife, Margaret (Volk) Warner,

were born three sons and five daughters: Charles,

who served in the late Rebellion; George; John;

Theresa; Lizzie; Josephine; Mary, wife of Charles

Milske, a contractor and builder in Baltimore; and

Minnie, wife of William Halberstadt, a shoe-dealer

in Philadelphia.

Charles, the father of our subject, was born in

Germany, on the 29th of January, 1836, and

learned the baker's and confectioner's trades. His

home was principally in Philadelphia, but after

the death of his wife, who before her marriage

was Eva M. Conrad, he took up his abode in Cin-

cinnati. He is a Democrat, and religiously is

a Catholic. During the late Civil War he en-

listed, on the 22d of August, 1861, in Company

D, Ninety-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, under

Capt. Henry DeCrauzatt. He participated in the

battles of Harper's Ferry, Harrison Landing, Va.,

and Gettysburg, in the latter engagement receiv-

ing a gunshot wound in the thigh. October 12,

1863, he took out naturalization papers, and after-

wards enlisted in Company G, Twenty-first Regi-

ment of Pennsylvania Volunteers, commanded by

Captain Geis and Colonel Bollier. He served

faithfully until the close of the war, making a

good record for his valiant conduct and faithful-

ness to duty. He became the father of three chil-

dren: George P., a provision dealer at Jenkin-

town, Pa.; Philip G., our subject; and Charles J.,

who is also a produce dealer in Jenkintown. The

mother of these children was born in July, 1837,

and died April 25, 1870, aged thirty-three years.

The birth of our subject occurred March 17,

1864, in Philadelphia, and in the excellent schools

of that city he obtained a good education. His
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further studies were prosecuted in the Sisters'

School, from which he graduated in 1876. Soon

afterwards he became agent for various fire-insur-

ance companies, and was their representative until

February 17, 1888, when he entered the service of

the Prudential Life Insurance Company, having

its office at Seventh and Walnut Streets, Philadel-

phia. There he continued to do business until

February 28, 1889, when he was promoted to the

post of Assistant Superintendent for the company,
over the district comprising Delaware and Chester

Counties, Pa. Until July 28, 1890, he was sta-

tioned at Chester, Pa., but at that time it became
necessary for him to remove to York, this state,

as he was given the superintendency of the coun-
ties of York and Lancaster. In February, 1891,

he was transferred to Danville, Pa., assuming
charge of Montour, Columbia and parts of North-
umberland, Lycoming and Snyder Counties. April

11, 1892, he was placed in charge of the Easton
district, previously referred to, and is still ably
managing the affairs of this office.

April 30, 1884, Mr. Warner wedded Alice
Veronica, daughter of John Russel, a boiler-maker
of Philadelphia. Two sons and a daughter have
been born to them, their names being Joseph.
Philip J. and Gertrude. Though liberal in his

views on suffrage, Mr. Warner inclines toward
Democratic principles.

~S)^H^b_

DAVID D. PROSSER, a very prominent citi-

zen of Lower Saucon Township, North-
ampton County, was Postmaster of Heller-

town during President Harrison's administration,
and served for four years acceptably to his constit-
uents and fellow-citizens. In local politics he has
been very active. In the fall of 1893 he was a can-
didate for County Treasurer, receiving the nomina-
tion unanimously, and he reduced the Democratic
majority to fourteen hundred and seventy votes.
He has been repeatedly urged to become a can-
didate for local positions, and is Vice-President
Of the Republican Club of Hellertown, a chartered

chapter of the State Republican League. A par-

ticular study of the political and civic issues of the

state has been made by him, and he is fully abreast

of the times on leading questions.

Mr. Prosser was born in Philadelphia, March

21, 1836, and is a son of John D. and Sarah

(Wurtz) Prosser. On the father's side he is of

Welsh descent, as the latter emigrated from Wales

about 1831. He soon obtained work as a drafts-

man on the plans for Girard College, of Philadel-

phia. While in that city he met and married Miss

Wurtz; and was influenced by her to remain in the

United States, though his original intention had

been to return to the land of his nativity. Politi-

cally he was a Democrat, and a leading man in the

community. In religious faith he was a Presby-

terian, and a member of the church of that de-

nomination at Manayunk. Our subject is one of

six children, the others being John and Susan, who
died in infancy; Anamanda; William; Sarah; and

John, the second of the same.

David Prosser received his education in the ex-

cellent schools of Philadelphia, and after complet-

ing his studies started to learn the carpenter's

trade. This pursuit not being to his liking, he

subsequently went into a mercantile store, where

he remained for some four or five years. On the

expiration of that time he removed to Quaker-

town, Bucks County, and in the vicinity of that

place engaged in farming up to the breaking out

of the war. In June, 1861, he enlisted as a pri-

vate in Company D, One Hundred and Fourth

Pennsylvania Infantry, commanded by Col. W. H.

H. Davis. He left Camp Lacy, Doylestown, for

Washington soon afterward, and in the spring of

1862 went to the front on the Peninsular cam-

paign, taking part in the many battles and en-

gagements of the same, from Ft. Monroe to Rich-

mond. When his three-years term of enlistment

had expired, he received an honorable discharge

and returned to Bucks County. He then resumed

his agricultural pursuits, and was later employed

as a clerk in the Troy Lung and Hygienic Insti-

tute, conducted by Dr. Stone. We next find him

serving as private secretary for Addison Stewart,

with whom he remained for nearly three years.

At tUis time he returned to Bucks County, where
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his marriage was celebrated, and until 1878 he

carried on a farm in that county. In 1878 he be-

came a resider.t of this county, embarking in the

tobacco business, in which he was successful for the

succeeding ten years. Then followed his appoint-

ment as Postmaster under Harrison's administra-

tion, and since that time political affairs have

largely engrossed his attention.

In 1872 Mr. Prosser married Annie Elizabeth,

daughter of Henry Moll, a resident of Geyreys-

ville, Montgomery County- The worthy couple

have had a family of eight children, six sons and

two daughters, and the family circle is still un-

broken. Their names are as follows: Sallie Lester,

Thomas Moyer, David Davis, Elmer Oscar, Flor-

ence Doland, William Frederick Detwiler, Joseph

Henry and Harrison Wannamaker.

Ever since the organization of Hellertown Post

No. 271, G. A. R., Mr. Prosser has served as Adju-

tant of the same, and is a very active and inter-

ested Grand Army man. He holds membership

with the Lutheran Church, and has been identified

with the educational interests of the locality to a

creditable degree. In every manner he endeavors

to properly discharge the duties of citizenship, and

his worthy qualities have gained the esteem of all

who know him.
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JOSEPH B. LICHTENWALNER. The record

of the life of this gentleman affords a strik-

ing illustration of the results of decision of

purpose, as well as the influence which an

honorable character exerts upon others. Well

dowered with stability and firmness, these attri-

butes, together with persistent labor, have been in-

strumental in bringing about his present prosper-

ous condition. He is a well known agriculturist of

South Whitehall Township, where he owns and

occupies a farm of two hundred and twenty acres.

Like many of the prominent citizens of this

county, our subject is native-born, his birth hav-

ing occurred March %, 1839. His parents, Solomon

and Maria A. (Stetler) Lichtenwalner, were like-

wise born in Lehigh County, as was also his pater-

nal grandfather, George Lichtenwalner. His fa-

ther, however, came from Germany, and after

making his home in Pennsylvania rented land in

Upper Macungie Township, this county, near

Fogelsville.

The father of our subject departed this life in

1869, while his good wife survived him many
years, passing away in 1886. Their children who
still survive are: Jonas, William H, Joseph B.,

Amanda (the wife of Solomon Kuhns), Solomon,

Hiram A. and Lafenas H. Solomon Lichtenwalner

was a Republican in politics, and the best interests

of the community ever found in him a friend, as

he was in sympathy with every movement that

tended to promote the general welfare. He was a

devoted member of the Lutheran Church, in which

he held the office of Deacon and Elder at different

times.

Joseph B., of this sketch, was reared to manhood

in his native county, no event of special impor-

tance occurring during his boyhood days. Having

acquired a good education, both in the German

and English tongues, he began life as a farmer,

which vocation he has followed with good success.

He was married November 5, 1867, to Miss ElleD A.

Moyer, who was born in Weisenburg Township, this

county, December 13, 1845. -She was the daughter

of Jonas and Julia (Baer; Moyer, natives of Le-

high County, while her great-grandfather came

from Germany, and was classed among the very

early settlers of Lehigh County. Her grandfather,

Daniel Moyer, was born in this state, and spent his

entire life in Upper Macungie Township, this coun-

ty. To Mr. and Mrs. Moyer were born four chil-

dren, viz.: Alfred, Frank, Richard and Ellen A.

To our subject and his estimable wife has come

a family of three children, of whom Lillie A. mar-

ried Jacob S. Haines, and they have three chil-

dren, viz.: Ira J., Willie J. and Eldah M. Harvey

F., who is the next in order of birth, married

Lillie Saeger, by whom he has one child; and Ida

J., is now deceased. Mr. Lichtenwalner com-

menced life for himself on seventy-eight acres of

land, which he managed in such a profitable man-

ner that he was from time to time enabled to en-

large his estate, until now it in eludes two hundred
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and twenty acres, and is under admirable till-

age. He devotes considerable attention to the

raising of stock, and has upon his place a fine herd

of Jersey and Swiss cattle.

Mr. and Mrs. Lichtenwalner are members in

good standing of the Reformed Lutheran Church

at Cedarsville, in which body our subject has at

different times been Deacon and Elder. During

the erection of the new church in 1886, he served

efficiently as a member of the building committee.

In politics he is a stanch Republican, and the best

interests of the community ever find in him a

friend, who is ready in the advancement of all en-

terprises calculated to prove of public good.

^HutiaN
AMUEL A. FOX. Near the corporate lim-

its of the city of Easton, and in Palmer

Township, is situated the pleasant home
of the above-named gentleman, who is one of the

prominent citizens of Northampton County, and

is at present rendering efficient service as a mem-
ber of the Board of School Directors of his town-

ship. Mr. Fox is a native of Bethlehem Town-
ship, Northampton County, and was born on the

23d of February, 1848, to the union of Isaac and

Elizabeth (Dewalt) Fox, also natives of this coun-

ty, where the former still lives, making his home
in Bethlehem Township. Though now past three-

score and ten years of age, be is robust and hearty,

and still engages to some extent in agricultural

pursuits. He has long been identified with the

history of Bethlehem Township, of which he is

one of the best known citizens.

The subject of this biography was reared to

manhood in Northampton County, and early, un-

der the instruction of his father, gained a practical

knowledge of farm work. It was natural that,

when choosing a life occupation, he should select

the one which was most familiar to him, and he

has made agriculture his vocation. His education

was limited to such knowledge as he could obtain

in the neighborhood schools, but through reading

and observation he has become well informed, and,

intelligently posted upon topics of current inter-

est, is an entertaining and pleasing conversation-

alist.

From Bethlehem Township, in the spring of

1880, Mr. Fox removed to Palmer, of which he

has since been a continuous resident. He settled

upon his present farm in the spring of 1893, and

here has established an attractive rural home, pre-

sided over by his accomplished and amiable wife.

This lady, whom he married in December, 1876,

was in maidenhood Miss Lucy C. Yeager, and is

a daughter of the late Jacob Yeager, of Palmer

Township. There have been born unto this union

three children, who are now living, namely: Annie

E., Arthur S. and Clara M.

Having given intelligent consideration to the

great questions of the age, Mr. Fox gives his sup-

port to the Republican party, which he believes

best calculated to promote the prosperity of our

country. He has occupied a number of local offices,

and at the present time is serving his second term

as School Director of Palmer Township. His re-

ligious connections are with the Lutheran Church,

the faith of his forefathers. Socially he is identi-

fied with the Knights of the Golden Eagle, belong-

ing to the lodge at Nazareth. He has been suc-

cessful in his business enterprises, having through

industry and shrewd judgment accumulated a com-

fortable competence.

m^m=*

FRANCIS EVRARD, proprietor of the Frank-

lin House in South Bethlehem, deserves

worthy mention as being one of the most

useful members of the community. He was born in

Belgium, March 4, 1827, and is the son of John

Evrard, also a native of that place, where he fol-

lowed the trade of a plasterer, and resided until

his decease. His wife, Mrs. Marion (Feres) Ev-

rard, lived and died in Belgium.

Of the parental family of seven children, fonr

are living, of whom our subject is the eldest.

Serva is also living in this city; Theresa makes her

home in the Old Country; and John is carrying on
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business in Bethlehem. The original of this sketch

was reared to mature years in his native land, and

for seven years was engaged in the zinc works at

Angleur, where for a time he was foreman of the

shops. Then being petitioned by the zinc works

of South Bethlehem to aid them in their work here,

in 1860 he embarked on a vessel leaving Bremen,

which landed him, eighteen days later, in New York,

whence he came directly to this city. He was

placed in charge of the shops, and remained with

the company six years, when he purchased prop-

erty on the corner of Second and Locust Streets,

and established in the liquor business. In this he

continued until 1888, when he rented his business

for a time, and entirely disposed of it in 1893.

In the year 1886 Mr. Evrard built the Franklin

Hotel, which he operated for two years, and then,

finding his other interests consumed so much of his

time, he rented the house. Our subject is the

owner of much valuable property in the city, hav-

ing in his possession two double residences on Wy-
andot Street, a double dwelling on Wood Street,

and improved property on School Alley and Sec-

ond Street.

The marriage of our subject took place in this

city in 1863, at which time Miss Johanna Thomee

became his wife. Mrs. Evrard was born in Ger-

many, and became the mother of five children:

Gerard, engaged in the bottling business in this

city; Marion, the wife of Harry King; Lewis, who

married Louisa Keiffer; and Elizabeth, at home.

Wilhelm died at the age of fifteen years.

In religious affairs Mr. Evrard is a devoted mem-

ber of the Catholic Church, in the faith of which

he has trained his children. In political affairs he

is a believer in Democratic principles.

^•fr^*****^**^************^

GTt LFRED BEIDLEMAN. It is a pleasure to

J~\ the biographer to head this sketch with

the name of a man who is in every sense

worthy of the distinction afforded by honorable

mention among the distinguished citizens of South

Bethlehem, where he is engaged as one of the

largest contractors and builders in this section. He
is also part owner of Calypso Island, which is

devoted to the use of the public for picnics.

Our subject was born in Lehigh County, Janu-

ary 16, 1852, and is the son of Ephraim Beidle-

man, also a native of the above county, and the

descendant of one of three brothers who emigrated

from Germany in 1774, one locating in New York,

and the other two making their home in this state.

The father of our subject was a plumber by trade,

which business he carried on in his native town-

ship until his decease in 1853, when in the thirty-

fourth year of his age. His wife, Mrs. Sarah

(Falk) Beidleman, was a native of Lehigh County

and the daughter of George Falk, a farmer. The

wife and mother is deceased, passing away in 1869,

firm in the faith of the First Reformed Church.

Alfred, of this sketch, was the youngest in the

parental family of four children, one of whom is

deceased. He remained in his native place until

thirteen years of age, in the mean time attending

the common schools. In 1867, however, he went

to Hillsdale County, Mich., and for the four years

following was in the employ of farmers in the vi-

cinity during the summer, and attended school in

the winter months.

In 1870 Mr. Beidleman returned to this state,

and, locating in Bethlehem, apprenticed himself to

learn the carpenter's trade under Josiah R. Wilt

In 1879 he began in business for himself, and has

since carried on a profitable trade as contractor

and builder, being the prime mover in the erection

of many of the fine business blocks and elegant

residences of the city. He is also the owner of

considerable real estate, and is the proprietor of

fifteen residences in different parts of the city

which he sells at reasonable prices.

The original of this sketch was married in Allen-

town, in 1876, to Miss Margaret Kohl, who was

born in Allen Township, Northampton County.

Their union was blessed by the birth of a son, Harry

H. The family occupy a beautiful dwelling at

No. 301 West Fourth Street, and are classed among

the best residents in the city. Socially our sub-

ject is a prominent Odd Fellow and Knight of

Pythias. In religious affairs he is actively identi-

fied with the Reformed Church. He is a strong
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Democrat in politics, and takes great interest in

the affairs of his party.

As before stated, Mr. Beidleman has an interest

in Calypso Island, his partner being G. W. Mack.

The place is surrounded by the Lehigh River, and

the owners have sixty rowboats, which they let for

the pleasure of the people.

FRANK BOWER is now serving as Sheriff

of Lehigh County, and makes bis home

in Allentown. He has the honor of being

a native of Pennsylvania, his birth having occurred

in Carbon County, on the 7th of May, 1839. His

father, Charles G. Bower, was a native of Germany.

When a young man he bade adieu to that country

and crossed the briny deep to America, locating

in Carbon County, where he followed farming un-

til his death. He was called to his final rest in

1859. He married Elizabeth Wentz, who was born

in Carbon County, and is a daughter of Jacob

Wentz. She was born in 1803, and is still living

in the neighborhood of her birthplace, at the ad-

vanced age of ninety-one years.

The subject of this sketch is the youngest in a

family of eleven children, seven sons and four

daughters, of whom seven are yet living. He was

reared to manhood in the usual manner of farmer

lads, attending the district schools through the

winter months, and aiding in the labors of the

fields during the summer months. He continued

upon the home farm until twenty years of age,

when he started out in life for himself. For three

years he engaged in huckstering, and in 1861 he

went to Catasauqua, and there he continued to

make his home until 1879. That year witnessed

his arrival in Allentown, where he has since made

his home.

In 1869 Mr, Bower was vinited in marriage with

Miss Marietta Kace, a native of Whitehall Town-

ship, Lehigh County. This worthy couple have

become parents of eight children, namely: Annie

E., who is now the wife of Lafayette Young; Jen-

nie E., wife of Henry E. Heberling; and Charles G.,

Harry F., Edward C, William F., Edwin P. and

Robert H., all of whom are still at home. The

mother of this famfly was called to her final rest

in 1880, and her death was deeply and widely

mourned, for she had many warm friends through-

out the community, who esteemed her highly for

her many excellences of character.

In his political views Mr. Bower is a supporter

of the Democratic party and its principles, and in

local politics he takes an active interest. He has

been honored with a number of local offices, and in

1892 he was elected County Sheriff of Lehigh

County, which position he is now filling in a cred-

itable and acceptable manner. He is a fearless man,

and is undaunted in the discharge of his official

duties, and his management of the affairs of the

office has won him high commendation. Socially

he is connected with several secret societies, includ-

ing the Masonic fraternity, the Golden Eagle and

the Independent Order of Red Men. He belongs

to Porter Lodge No. 284, F. & A. M., and has fill-

ed all the chairs. Mr. Bower had no special ad-

vantages in his youth, but has made the most of

his opportunities and privileges, and has steadily

worked his way upward. His course is a com-

mendable one, and well worthy of emulation.

From 1881 to 1886 he served as Deputy Sheriff of

this county. Mr. Bower has a brother in La Fayette

County, Wis., who has served as Sheriff of that

county, as did his brother, Hon. George Bower, of

Lehigh County. A remarkable fact is that all

three of the brothers have served in that capacity.

<£******+**+++s|****++******;>c>

PHILIP HOFFMAN, who is connected with

the business interests of Raubsvillc, North-

ampton County, as a member of the well

known firm of Hoffman & Co., wholesale and retail

butchers of this place, has spent his entire life in

Pennsylvania, and was born in this county on the

10th of May, 1852. He is the son of Jacob and

Christiana (Schneider) Hoffman, natives of Bavaria,

Germany, who emigrated to the United States

and settled in Northampton County, and here es-
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tablished a permanent home. The father remained

in this locality until his death. The mother, who

is still living, is now more than sixty years of age,

and is a resident of Eaubsville.

In the vicinity of his present home our subject

was reared to manhood, fitted, by careful training

at home and in school, for the active management

of business affairs. After the age of fourteen he

attended school only during the winter months,

being obliged to work in the summer seasons. For

a short time he was employed on the Delaware

Division of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Com-
pany Canal. When sixteen years of age he began

to learn the butcher's trade, at which he was em-

ployed in Kintnersville for one year, and after-

ward for a number of years was similarly engaged

at Easton.

Embarking in the business atRaubsville in 1883,

our subject took his father into the concern as a

partner, under the firm name of Hoffman & Co.

The latter was connected with the enterprise until

his death, August 31, 1886, since which time the

old firm name has been continued. It is due to the

enterprise of our subject that he has gained such

creditable success in his undertakings. In addition

to a good wholesale business in pork and beef,

which is conducted mainly during the fall of each

year, he has two wagons on the road retailing meats.

The marriage of Mr. Hoffman united him with

Miss Susan Morritz, who is a daughter of Josiah

Morritz, late of Easton, Pa., but now deceased.

They became the parents of five children, four of

whom are living: Edith M., Philip, Jr., Susan

and Christina. At the present time Mr. Hoffman

is serving as Judge of Elections of the Eastern

District of Williams Township. He has filled other

local positions, in which he has rendered faithful

service to his fellow-citizens. He exercises his

elective franchise in favor of Democratic-principles

and candidates.

In religious belief Mr. Hoffman is identiBed with

St. Paul's Lutheran Church of Raubsville, in the

good work of which he is active, as well as in all

philanthropic measures. Socially he affiliates with

the Masonic order at Riegelsville and the Knights

of Pythias at Easton. He is also identified with

Fairview Grange in Williams Township. The suc-

cess which he has attained is the result of his own
exertions, as he started in business with little capital,

but through perseverance has gained a place among
the solid business men of Raubsville.

^g)^«fclS2i__ n~-z~r-'-RaPriF®*-

X "\ 4MLSON GREER, Superintendent of the

V/ V/ North Bangor Slate Works, is a native

of Canada, born in Broom Township,

province of Quebec, March 6, 1852. His ancestors

were of Scotch origin, having been identified with

the history of that country as far back as the rec-

ord extends. Grandfather Richard Greer, who
was born in the land of thistles, emigrated to Can-

ada about seventy-five years ago, and settling in

Quebec, engaged in farming occupations until his

death. His family numbered five children, one of

whom, James, became the father of our subject.

Born in Scotland, he accompanied his father to

Quebec, where he followed agricultural pursuits,

meeting with good success in his undertakings.

He is still a resident of Broom Township, and is

well known throughout that section of the coun-

try. Politically he is a Republican, but not active

in public affairs. He is a member of the Episcopal

Church, and deeply interested in everything per-

taining to its welfare.

The subject of this notice is one of six children,

who were named William, Thomas, James, Wilson,

John and Betsy. Three of the number, Will-

iam, James and Betsy, are deceased. Wilson, our

subject, received a good education in Quebec, at-

tending the common schools of the home locality

and an academy at Waterloo. After completing

his studies he became interested in the slate busi-

ness, which he followed first in Vermont, at Fair

Haven. He settled in that place about 1873, aud

continued there for sixteen years, meanwhile be-

ing Superintendent of the slate works aud manu-

facturing mill stock principally.

It was in 1878 that Mr. Greer came to Bangor

and accepted a position as Superintendent of the

North Bangor Slate Works, with which he has

since been connected. To his energy and diligent
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application is largely due the success that has

rewarded this company and the prosperity of its

members. In addition to his interest in these

works, he is the owner of a good farm in Canada,

and property in Bangor. In politics he is a Re-

publican and supports that ticket stanchly. His re-

ligious connections are with the Episcopal Church.

Socially he is a member of Eureka Lodge No. 75,

F. & A. M., at Fair Haven, Vt.; also the Bangor

Tribe, I. 0. R. M., and Shiloh Commandery No.

104, K. of M.

While a resident of Fair Haven, Vt., on the 22d

of December, 1875, Mr. Greer was united in mar-

riage with Miss Rosanda A., daughter of Robert H.

and Delilah M. Rising, of thatcitj'. Two children

bless the union : Nellie Gertrude, who was born Sep-

tember 2, 1879; and Edwin A., August 25, 1891.

Edward W. is deceased.

--»-=^m>-$t<m^-*

HENRY F. WEAVER, M. D. Among the

physicians of Northampton County who
through recognized skill and thorough

knowledge have gained places of distinction in

professional circles, as well as a large patronage

from the people, we mention the name of Dr.

Weaver, whose home is in Palmer Township, near

the city of Easton. He is a native of this county,

born on the 27th of June, 1858, to the union of

Daniel and Rebecca (Yeisley) Weaver, who were

likewise born in this county, and still reside here,

making their home in Newburg.

Excellent educational advantages were afforded

Dr. Weaver in his youth. After completing the

studies of the common schools adjoining the par-

ental home, he entered the schools of Nazareth,

where he prosecuted the higher studies for a

time. For several years he was also a student

under the preceptorship of Dr. R. II. Beck, of

Newburg, under whose guidance he entered upon
the study of medicine, and continued in this pur-

suit for Ave years. In order to more thoroughly

prepare himself for the profession he had chosen

for his life work, he entered the medical depart-

ment of the University of Pennsylvania in 1878

and after several years of faithful study was grad-

uated from that institution in 1881.

During the same year the young Doctor came to

Palmer Township, where he opened an office and

has since engaged in successful practice. He takes

an intelligent interest in everything pertaining to

the profession, and is a member of the Easton

Medical Society, the meetings of which he attends

whenever possible. In politics, while not at all

partisan in his opinions, giving to others the same
freedom of thought he demands for himself, v

he is

nevertheless at all times and under all circum-

stances a Democrat, supporting party principles

alike when shadowed by defeat or crowned with

success.

The marriage of Dr. Weaver occurred in 1881,

and united him with Miss Ella, daughter of Will-

iam and Rebecca Unangst, of Lower Nazareth

Township, Northampton County. Unto their union

has been born one daughter, named Emma C. The
family are highly esteemed through the locality,

and welcome within their hospitable home the

best people of the vicinity. The success which has

come to Dr. Weaver in his profession is well de-

served, for he has been a faithful, intelligent stu-

dent of therapeutics, and has by close study laid

the foundation of his extensive knowledge of the

medical science. He is interested in educational

affairs, and has served acceptably as a member and

Secretary of the School Board of Palmer Township,

in which capacity he is now engaged.

AMUEL BUTZ, one of the enterprising

manufacturers and prosperous business men

of Easton, has been engaged in his present

line of trade for the past twenty years. He occu-

pies three floors in the Hay Building, opposite the

opera house, at Nos. 339 and 341 Northampton
Street. He is styled the "Bon Ton Shirt Maker' !

of Easton, and though he started his enterprise as

an experiment, the measure of success he has at-

tained has more than justified his most sanguine
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expectations. His trade, which is rapidly increas-

ing is not confined to this locality, but he has nu-

merous customers in New Jersey, New York, Ohio

and all parts of Pennsylvania.

Our subject is a son of Michael Butz, who was

one of the oldest inhabitants and honored citizens

of Easton. In 1824 he was a member of a com-

pany known as the Easton Union Guards. This

comprised some sixty or seventy men, under com-

mand of Captain Waggoner, and with the compan-

ies of Captain "Weyant and Captain Sebring they

attended the Philadelphia reception in honor of

La Fayette. Resolutions of respect at the time of

his death, November 15, 1889, were drawn up by

the President and Directors of the Easton Nation-

al Bank, of which he was a Director. In substance

they are as follows:

"Resolved, That the Directors of the Easton Na-

tional Bank have learned with deep regret of the

death of Michael Butz, and desire to record their

appreciation of his services during the term of his

official duties, extending over a period of fifty

years and up to his death.

"Resolved, That the loss of our esteemed associ-

ate and friend recalls to us as citizens the very

many notable facts connected with the history of

Ms extended life. He was born near Easton, and

resided here nearly all his life. He was the oldest

man in the community, having nearly attained

his ninety-fourth year, and his memory and per-

sonal reminiscences covered almost the entire his-

tory of Easton from the hamlet to the city. From

early life he was associated with its business and

progress, while his unusual vigor of mind and body

enabled him until an advanced age to continue

actively in business affairs. 'A good man and a

just,' he was honored in our midst for the quali-

ties of character he possessed, and his commend-

able traits as a citizen, husband, father and friend."

Samuel Butz, born in Easton, Pa., is a son of

Michael and Elizabeth (Shimer) Butz. He was

educated in the public schools of Easton, and aft-

erward attended Lafayette College. In 1874 he

launched into the business of shirt manufacturing,

in a small part of what is known as the Rinek

Building, on South Third Street. This place he

rented, and from that small beginning his trade

has gradually extended to its present large propor-

tions. He employs twenty hands, who operate

machines run by electricity, and make all kinds of

shirts, collars and cuffs required by the trade. A
specialty is made of gentlemen's fine dress shirts,

and the stock which the proprietor carries is com-

plete and in good taste. His manufactory is just-

ly placed among the leading industries of Easton,

and his constantly growing number of patrons at-

tests the merits of his work. Mr. Butz is also in-

terested in other local enterprises, and is thorough-

ly abreast of the times in every respect. In poli-

tics he is a Republican, and takes an active part in

everything pertaining to the welfare of his party.

i i fc&&^ i I »

<Tpr LFRED -7. G. DUBBS, D. D., a retired min-

/—\ ister and one of the honored and promi-

nent citizens of Allentown, has the honor

of being a native of the Keystone State. He was

born in Berks County on the 8th of June, 1826.

His great-grandfather, Jacob Dubbs, was a native

of Switzerland and emigrated from that country to

America in 1732. He settled in Milford Township,

Lehigh County, and the brick house he erected, the

first one in the county, is still standing. The brick

used in the construction of this building he burned

and manufactured on his farm. The ancestors of

the family were ironworkers in Switzerland, and

engaged in making cutlery, especially swords and

all kinds of weapons.

The father of our subject, Rev. Joseph S. Dubbs,

D. D., and grandfather, Daniel Dubbs, were both

born in Lehigh County, the former on the 16th of

October, 1796. For thirty years he was pastor of

the Zion Reformed Church in Allentown, where he

died in 1877. His wife, Susan, was a native of

Berks County, and a daughter of Nicholas Getz,of

Cumro Township. She died in North Whitehall,

Pa., November 5, 1835, at the age of thirty years.

Both parents were consistent Christians, and wher-

ever they went won the love and -confidence of all

with whom they were brought in contact.

Under the parental roof the subject of this

sketch spent his boyhood, and was carefully reared.

He first attended the schools of the neighborhood,

and later entered Easton Academy. Subsequently
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he was a student in Marshall College, then located in

Mercersburg, Pa., but later removed to Lancaster!

Pa., and now known as Franklin and Marshall Col-

lege. From this institution he was graduated in

1849. Resolving to enter the ministry, he studied

theology under his father in order to fit himself for

his chosen profession. In the fall of 1851 he was

ordained in Zion's Reformed Church of Allentown,

and his father's assistant in the pastorate at this

place. He was afterward pastor of the Reformed

Church in Kreidersville, where he continued until

1857, and also supplied the pulpit at Bethlehem

for a time. In 1857 he became pastor of the Salis-

bury charge and continued in that field for nine-

teen years. In 1876 he started a mission known
as the Salem Reformed Church, in Allentown, of

which he remained in charge for seventeen years.

Finally, on account of failing health, he resigned

the pastorate, and was succeeded by Rev. G. W.
Richards. Since that time he has lived retired in

Allentown.

For fifteen years Dr. Dubbs has been connected
with the Keystone Normal School, of Kutztown,
Berks County. For many years he has been a

member of the School Board of Allentown. Frank-
lin and Marshall College conferred upon him the

degrees of Master of Arts and Doctor of Divinity.

For the past twenty years he has been a member of
the Board of Directors of the Allentown National
Bank. In politics he has always been a stanch
Democrat.

October 18, 1853, Dr. Dubbs was united in mar-
riage with Miss Marie L., daughter of Jacob
Schreiber, and a native of Lehigh County.. She
was a faithful companion to her husband, and ably
aided him in his ministerial work until her death,
which occurred January 23, 1894. Dr. Dubbs has
spent his life well and worthily in the service of
the church. Wherever he has gone he has won
friends, and his earnestness and untiring labors
have made his work successful.

-*&+&•-

HIRAM KLEINIIANS. One of the success-
ful business enterprises of Northampton
County is that conducted by the subject

of the following paragraphs. Mr. Kleinhans is well

known as the proprietor of the florist establishment

and garden farm situated in the First Ward of

South Easton. Here he has thirty acres of land

devoted to the raising of vegetables, small fruits

and flowers. In addition to this property he is

the owner of a sixty-acre tract in Williams Town-
ship.

In Northampton County the subject of this

sketch was born on the 30th of October, 1836, be-

ing a son of Jacob and Susan (Phiffer) Kleinhans,

both of whom were natives of Williams Township,

this county. Both his paternal and maternal an-

cestors were among the early settlers of Williams

Township, where his grandfather Phiffer entered

six hundred acres of land from the Government.

The father was a tailor by trade, but in connection

with that occupation also engaged as an agricultur-

ist in Williams Township, where he died several

years ago. In political belief he was a Democrat,

and religiously held membership in the Lutheran

Church.

The youthful years of our subject were passed

upon the home farm, where he gained a practical

idea of agriculture. From this occupation he

drifted into that of a florist and gardener, in which

he has since been engaged with success. His edu-

cation was gained in the district schools of Will-

iams Township, but having been a thoughtful

reader he has gained thorough information con-

cerning topics of local and national importance.

He was united in marriage with Miss Isabella Fas-

binder, whose father, William Fasbinder, now de-

ceased,was for many years a resident of Lower Mt.

Bethel Township, Northampton County. This

union has resulted in the birth of twelve children,

nine of whom are living, as follows: William H.,

engaged in the vegetable gardening business;

Samuel H.; Thomas O.; Emma F., wife of Frank

Hineline; Howard P.; Frank B., studying electric

engineering; and Arthur B., James P. and Jean-

nette B., at home.

In 1871 Mr. Kleinhans settled upon the place

where he has since resided. Politically he is a

Democrat, loyal to party measures. He served for

one term as School Director in Williams Township,

and at present is a member of the Board of Health

of Soutii Easton Borough. For one term he held
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the office of Commissioner of Northampton Coun-

ty. In other local offices he has served with cred-

it to himself and satisfaction to the people. Rel-

igiously he is a Lutheran, and belongs to St. Paul's

Church of Easton. As a citizen he is progressive,

as a business man energetic, and in all the rela-

tions of life honorable and upright.

£*§E

JONATHAN STERNER. Whitehall Town-
ship, this county, is the home of many intel-

ligent, industrious and prosperous farmers,

who from a small beginning have won a

competence, securing a goodly amount of land

and surrounding themselves with many comforts

and conveniences. Among this number may be

mentioned Jonathan Sterner.

The gentleman above named was born in this

county March 9, 1830, and is the son of Adam and

Mary (Yost) Sterner, also natives of this section.

His grandfather, Abraham Sterner, was during

his life a well known citizen of the Lehigh Valley,

and his father is believed to have been the founder

of this branch of the family in America. He orig-

inally came from Germany and met with success

in agricultural pursuits in this county.

The farm on which our subject lives is known
as the old Sterner homestead. The stone barn

which still stands on the place was built by his

grandfather in 1811. Of the parental family

those who are still living besides our subject are

John, Elmira, and Lewis A., whose sketch will be

found on another page in this volume. The fa-

ther of these children was a devoted member of

the Lutheran Church and was an intelligent, well

informed man, possessing foresight and sagacity

in business matters. He was classed among the

old settlers of the county and ever took a warm
interest in its development and welfare.

Jonathan Sterner, of this sketch, is a. self-made

man, his educational advantages having been very

limited. He has followed agricultural pursuits all

his life and was reared to man's estate on the farm

where he makes his home. He has been an eye-

witness to the marvellous growth of this section

of country and remembers when the now large

manufacturing city of Allentown was a small

hamlet.

October 2, 1853, Jonathan Sterner and Miss
Caroline Marsteller were united in marriage. The
lady was born April 19, 1830, in Upper Saucon
Township, this county, and is a daughter of Samuel
and Sarah (Miller) Marsteller. Mrs. Sterner has

two brothers and two sisters who are living, viz.:

Charles, Jacob, Eliza and Hannah.

Three children have come to bless the home of

our subject and his wife, who bear the respective

names of James 0., Hattie (Mrs. Henry Kurtz)

and Mary. As before stated, our subject resides

upon ninety-four acres of land, in the management
of which he is very successful. With his wife he

is a member of the Lutheran Church, and gives his

aid to every project calculated to advance the in-

terests of his township. In politics he is an ardent

Democrat and is justly classed among the well-to-

do citizens of Lehigh County.

TT"V DWARD M. EARLE. There are few things

I^ & in life that inspire a more general interest

than does a sketch of a successful business

man, who, by achieving fortune himself, gives an

example to those who are trying to climb the lad-

der of fame, and encourages those who are in the

commercial world to hope for similar success. Our

subject is a man of decided ability, and is gener-

ally conceded to rank among the first business men

of Catasauqua. He is connected with the New
York Life Insurance Company, having his place of

business located at No. 106 Church Street.

Mr. Earle was born in Catasauqua, Lehigh Coun-

ty, April 13, 1855, and is the son of Rev. Cornel-

ius and Louise (Lent) Earle, natives respectively

of New York City and Poughkeepsie, N. Y. The

father of our subject was a prominent minister in

the Presbyterian Church, and located at Catasau-

qua many years ago. He is now minister of the

First Presbyterian Church of Catasauqua. Mrs.
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Cornelius Earle was the daughter of David and

Letitia Lent, the former of whom was a merchant

in Poughkeepsie.

'

Our subject spent his early boyhood days in

attendance at the public schools of his native place,

and in 1873 became a student in Lafayette Col-

lege at Easton, from which institution he was

graduated with high honors four years later. In

addition to his insurance business he is a stock-

holder and Director in the Slatington Rolling

Mills, and from that branch of industry also reaps

a handsome income.

In his political relations our subject is a true-

blue Republican, and socially is a member of the

Royal Arcanum at Catasauqua. He is a genial, af-

fable gentleman, a thorough business man, and

has many friends throughout the county, who

recognize the nobility of his character and realize

that he deserves to be held in the highest possible

esteem.

. pm* •

BENJAMIN F. TREXLER is one of the

prominent and well known citizens of Al-

len town, and comes of an honored pioneer

family of Lehigh County. Thirty years after Will-

iam Penn settled in this state his ancestors emi-

grated from Germany and located in Philadelphia

County. One of the number, Peter Trexler, was

naturalized in 1730, according to the law which

declared a citizen must have held land seven years

before becoming naturalized. His name appears

on a petition for the formation of Oley Township,

Berks County. He died in 1758.

Jeremiah Trexler and his wife are mentioned
in early records, and he and Peter must have
been among the first white settlers of Macungie.

Their descendants became numerous, and their

names frequently appear on public documents, es-

pecially in the sale and purchase of lands. The
family was represented by valiant soldiers during
the Revolutionary War, and other members of the

family won prominence in various walks of life.

The Trexlers were also represented in the War of

1812. Their descendants are now widely scattered

in various states of the Union, but many of them
still live in the neighborhood where the first Amer-

ican ancestors settled about two hundred years

ago. A village sprang up and was given the name

of Trexlertown, and members of the family are

inseparably connected with the history of eastern

Pennsylvania.

The father of our subject, Benjamin Trexler,

was born about 1792. He was a man of fine phys-

ique, robust, was nearly six feet high, and could

easily raise a barrel of water from the ground

to a wagon. He was by trade a shoemaker. He

served as Constable, and was Captain of a militia

company in Long Swamp Township, Berks Coun-

ty. He was twice married, and by his first wife

had three children. He afterward married Rachel

Wetzel, who was born in 1796, and died in 1876,

the Centennial year. They had one child, the

subject of this sketch.

Benjamin Ferdinand Trexler was born in Long

Swamp Township, Berks County, February 25,

1827, and commenced his school life in Millers-

town under Jesse B. Nase, a renowned teacher of

that time. At the age of thirteen he came to Al-

lentown, where he learned the printer's trade, in

the office of the Friedensbote. In 1848 he formed

a partnership with Reuben Guth and edited and

published the Lecha Patriot, a Whig paper. As

he was not in sympathy with the principles of the

Know-Nothing part3>, which arose from the grave

of the Whig party, in 1854 he founded the Welt-

Bote, which he published with great success for

more than thirty-eight years, gaining subscribers

in all the states of the Union, and in Europe to

the number of over twenty thousand. In 1858

he went into partnership with the publishers of

the Unabhaengiger Republikaner, a Democratic pa-

per. For some years he also published a religious

monthly, Zeichen der Zeit, and a farmer's monthly,

Bauern Journal. Both of these papers he after-

ward sold. In 1866 he compiled the Welt-Bote

Calendar, which is yet issued each year. Having

dissolved his connection with the Republikaner, in

1867 he moved his business to the Odd Fellows'

Hall, where, in connection with the publication of

the Welt-Bote, he established a daily local paper,

Stadt und Land Bote, which was later changed to a

tri-weekly under the name of Lecha Bote. In 1870

he formed a partnership with the publishers of the
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Allentown Friedensbote, and again labored as chief

editor of the several papers for twenty-three years.

Mr. Trexler was married, on the 11th of No-

vember, 1849, to Miss Diana Walter, who was born

August 26, 1828. Her father was David Walter,

of Allentown, and her grandfather was Simon

Walter, who emigrated from Germany to Upper

Saucon in 1749. Her mother bore the maiden

name of Margaret Wittman. Mr. and Mrs. Trex-

ler have two sons, Herman and Julius, both of

whom are engaged as printers with the Welt-Bote

Publishing Company. The former married Jennie,

daughter of Solomon Ziegler, and their children

are Anna Minerva, Florence Marie, Cora Diana,

Blanche Rachel and Ralph Benjamin. Julius mar-

ried Katie, daughter of Lewis M. Engleman. They

had two children, Helen Diana and Benjamin Ferd-

inand, but the last-named died in infancy.

Mr. Trexler has been an untiring worker, both

while at home and abroad. He has traveled quite

extensively in America and Europe, and has usu-

ally been accompanied by his wife. He has twice

visited California, Florida and Canada, and has

twice crossed the Atlantic to the Old World, visit-

ing most of the countries of Europe between the

North Cape and Naples. During his journeys he

wrote weekly to the papers with which he was

connected an account of his travels, and the art-

icles proved most interesting to the readers. By

good business ability and well directed efforts he

has met with excellent success in his undertakings.

In 1893 he disposed of his newspaper interests,

and has since lived a retired life in the enjoyment

of the fruits of his former toil.

=1$+$e_
t=

MILTON B. LYNN is the largest and most

successful contract painter in Bethlehem,

having occupied this field for twenty-

four years. He makes a specialty of decorative

work and hardwood finishing, taking contracts

for the finest private and public houses. Mr.

Lynn was born in Saucon Township, Schriemers-

ville, Northampton County, January 1, 1851. For

several generations the Lynn family were farmers

in that district, his father, John W., and his grand-

father, John, passing their lives on the farm in

South Saucon Township. The father was a fine

carpenter and engaged in contracting and build-

ing in the Lehigh Valley. In 1864 he became a

resident of Bethlehem, working at -his trade until

over eighty years of age. He is still living, though

in his ninetieth year, being still interested in the

Reformed Church and the Democratic party, which

he has always supported. His wife, formerly Ma-

tilda Bachman, was also a native of Saucon, being

a daughter of Solomon Bachman, an agriculturist

of that township. Her death occurred in 1887,

when she had attained the-ageof eighty-one years.

Milton B. Lynn is the youngest of eight chil-

dren, six of whom are living. One of his brothers,

Elias B., who resides at Wilkes Barre, was a mem-

ber of a Pennsylvania Regiment and was wounded

while in the service. Our subject was reared in

Schnemersville, in his boyhood attending the

common schools. At the age of fourteen he en-

tered the employ of a woolen manufacture, where

he remained until nineteen years of age, thence

coming to Bethlehem. The date of his arrival in

this city was 1870, and for three years thereafter

he served an apprenticeship as a painter with John

F. Walp. On the expiration of that time he still

continued with his employer, with whom he re-

mained until 1882, when he decided to engage in

business for himself. For two years he was in part-

nership with his brother-in-law, Joseph H. Moyer.

The partnership was then dissolved and Mr. Lynn

located where he now is, No. 130 Broad Street, and

having built up a large trade, afforded steady em-

ployment to from sixteen to twenty-four men dur-

ing the season. Many of the elegant residences

and public buildings of this city show evidence of

his skill as a decorator and interior finisher, and

among these are Christ Reformed Church, the

Eagle Hotel, the Wiley Building and the homes of

Mrs. Meyers, Mrs. Weiss, and Dr. J. P. Scholl.

In this city, in 1876, Milton Lynn and Miss

Clementine Missimer were united in marriage.

The lady was born in Quakertown, Bucks County,

and by her marriage has become the mother of two

children, Eva M. and Irene M. The pleasant

home of the family is located at No. 120 North
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High Street. Mr. Lynn is a member of Christ Re-

formed Church, in which he has been an active

worker, and fraternally he belongs to the Royal

Arcanum. A Democrat in politics he is neverthe-

less not a politician and prefers to devote his time

to his business interests rather than to serve in

official capacities.

<5*cF

FRANK H. HERSH is a member of the firm

of Hersh Bros., wholesale and retail deal-

ers in stoves, heaters and ranges in Allen -

town. This business was established in 1875 by

James N. and Frank H. Hersh, and has since been

successfully and profitably carried on, and has be-

come one of the leading enterprises of the city.

The members of the firm are well known business

men, and it is with pleasure that we present to our

readers the life record of our subject. He was

born in Lehigh County, in May, 1851, and is a

son of Frank Hersh, who was born in Montgomery
County, Pa., in 1821. The grandfather was Henry
Hersh, son of Henry Ludwig Hersh, who emigrated

from Germany to America, and settled in Pitts-

burg, Pa. The father of our subject was married

in 1842 to Miss Emma, daughter of Daniel Yeager.

She was born in Lehigh County, and died in 1868.

Mr. Hersh of this sketch was educated in the

common schools, and took a commercial course in

New Haven, Conn. He afterward worked for the

Lehigh Valley Railroad Company for a period of

three years, serving in the capacity of train dis-

patcher. In 1875 the present firm of Hersh Bros,

was established, as before stated. They occupy a

large store, 23x225 feet, and deal in stoves and all

kinds of heating apparatus. From the beginning
their trade has constantly increased, for fair and
honest dealing, courteous treatment and a desire

to please their customers have won them a liberal

patronage.

Our subject is also interested in other business

concerns, including the Lehigh Valley Cornice
Works of Bethlehem, Pa. He is a Director in the

Lehigh Valley Trust and Safe Deposit Company,

and also a stockholder and Director in the West

End Improvement Company, and in the Mechanics'

Building Association.

In 1876 Mr. Hersh was united in marriage with

Miss Jennie E. Glick, of Tiffin, Ohio, daughter of

John Glick. They have one daughter, Ruth A.

Their home is located at No. 126 North Ninth

Street, and is a pleasant residence.

In politics Mr. Hersh is a supporter of the Re-

publican party, and has been a member of the City,

County and State Executive Committees. He has

served as a member of the City Council for the

past eight years, representing the Seventh Ward.

He has faithfully discharged his duties as Coun-

cilman, and has labored for the best interests of

the community and the promotion of all those

enterprises which are calculated to prove of public

benefit. He is a member of the First Reformed

Church, and is a charitable and benevolent man.

Those who know him esteem him highly for his

sterling worth and integrity, and his acquaintance

is a wide one.

•—
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(~y EDWARD STOUT, M. D., one of the well

V_ j known residents of Allentown, was born in

Bethlehem, Pa., on the 2d of January, 1865.

The record of the family, as well as some reference

to the genealogy, may be found in the biograph-

ical sketch of Dr. Abram Stout, a successful phy-

sician and influential citizen, which is presented in

another part of this volume. Our subject received

an excellent education, being the recipient of the

best advantages the state afforded. The rudiments

of his education were gained in the schools of Beth-

lehem, after which he entered the Dlrich Prepar-

atory School, and fitted for Lehigh University.

Afterward he was a student in that institution,

which he attended until ready to enter the Junior

class.

From boyhood it was the determination of our

subject to adopt for his profession that in which

his father was engaged, and, carrying out this res-

olution, he entered the medical department of the

University of Pennsylvania, from which be was
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graduated in 1887 with the degree of M. D. Be-

fore commencing active practice he took a tour of

the South, also visited the West Indies, broadening

the education hitherto acquired by observation of

the customs of the people of those lands. Shortly

after his return home he was united in marriage

with Miss Nellie K. Storm, their wedding being

solemnized at Stroudsburg, January 18, 1888. Mrs.

Stout is an accomplished lady, and a daughter of

Judge J. B. Storm, at one time Member of Con-

gress from Stroudsburg. One child has blessed

their union, a daughter named Margaret C.

After his marriage Dr. Stout opened an office at

Morea, Pa., where he remained for two years, mean-

time filling the position of colliery surgeon of the

coal company. Removing from that place to South

Bethlehem, he opened an office at No. 427 West

Fourth Street, where he conducted a general

practice until he moved to Allentown, when he

opened an institute for the cure of drunkenness.

He uses Dr. E. L. Johnson's chloride of gold for-

mula, and in the treatment of the disease is meet-

ing with phenomenal success. In politics Dr. Stout

is a stanch advocate of Democratic principles, and

never fails to cast his ballot for the candidates of

that party. In religious faith he is an Episcopalian.

DAVID R. KLINE. This gentleman, to a

perusal of whose history we invite the at-

tention of the reader, is proprietor of the

Novelty Iron Works, which were established in Al-

lentown in 1889. The building which they occupy

is 60x218 feet in dimensions, and is located in

South Allentown, near the tracks of the Lehigh

Valley Railroad. Mr. Kline is engaged in the

manufacture of art metals of a very fine quality,

from which are made lamps, ornaments, etc., and

which find a ready market in New York and

New Jersey. The plant'is equipped with the best

and most approved machinery, and Mr. Kline em-

ploys in his shops over forty men.

The subject of this sketch was.born near Read-

ing, Berks County, this state, March 9, 1841. He

is the son of John Kline, also a native of the

above county, to whom the honor of establishing

the free-school system in the district in which he

lived in Berks County is due. He had to fight very
hard to gain his point, as the more ignorant people

were most bitterly opposed to any such measure

being adopted. The father of our subject was a

very intelligent and broad-minded gentleman, and,

having been deprived of the advantages offered

by the free schools himself, saw the importance of

introducing the system in his native county; and
many of those who opposed him lived to thank

him many times for the kindness of heart which

prompted him to labor so hard and UDtiringly in

order that their children might receive a good edu-

cation.

The Kline family originally came from Ger-

many, and George Kline, the great-grandfather of

our subject, on coming to the New World located

in Berks County, this state, where he organized a

Baptist Church, in which denomination he was a

prominent minister. The mother of our subject,

who prior to her marriage was Miss Hannah Rein-

smith, was born in Lehigh County, and was the

daughter of Henry Reinsmith.

David R. Kline, of this sketch, was given little

opportunity for obtaining an education, and when

leaving home, and while employed in learning the

trade of a machinist, purchased books and carried

on his studies at night, thus educating himself.

On attaining his eighteenth year, he began work-

ing at his trade.

In 1862 our subject joined the volunteers from

his state, and enlisted his services in the Union

army, becoming a member of Company B, Fifty-

third Pennsylvania Infantry, under the command

of Colonel Rogers. He was assigned to guard

duty, and, although not being engaged in act-

ual service, suffered all the hardships which the

soldiers were called upon to endure.

On the close of the war Mr. Kline returned to

Reading, which place was his home until 1868, the

date of his coming to Allentown. For the first

five years succeeding that time he worked for H.

H. Fisher in his foundry, after which he was em-

ployed for two years for the Lehigh Furnace Com-

pany. In 1875 our subject went to Ridgeway,
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this state, and, forming a partnership with J. S.

Hyde & Son, established a factory at a cost of

$10,000. The Brm carried on business under the

style of Hyde, Kline & Co., and made a specialty

of manufacturing sawmill and tannery machinery.

The connection lasted for fourteen years, or until

1889, when Mr. Kline returned to Allentown,

where he immediately opened up in the same

branch of business, operating alone until January

1, 1893, when he admitted to partnership his

brother-in-law, M. H. Knauss. Mr. Kline is a nat-

ural mechanic and manufactures his tools for pat-

tern-making, in which latter branch he is an expert.

April 10, 1888, David R. Kline was united in

marriage with Miss Clara M. Knauss, of Allentown.

She is the daughter of Ephraim and Mary Knauss.

Our subject and his wife are members in good

standing of Zion's Reformed Church. Mr. Kline

joined during the '60s, while residing in Reading.

Socially he is a Mason, belonging to Barger Lodge

No. 333, of which he is Chaplain ; Allentown Chap-

ter No. 203, Allentown Council No. 23, and Allen

Commandery No. 20, K. T. He is a great reader,

and has in his home, pleasantly located at No. 727

Walnut Street, a large and well selected library.

HON. RICHARD N. MERRILL. Within

the limits of Northampton County, or in-

deed of the entire state, no better repre-

sentative of honest and industrious manhood can

be found than the gentleman with whose name we
introduce this sketch, and whose history has for

many years been intimately associated with that of

Mt. Pleasant. Beginning in life without means or

influential friends, beset on every side by obstacles,

hampered by poverty, he nevertheless worked his

way to the front, and has long occupied a position

among the foremost men of the county.

On his father's side our subject is of French

descent, and his maternal ancestors were of Ger-

man origin. The Merrills were early settlers of

New Jersey, where our subject's father, Richard,

was born. The latter came in an early day to

Northampton County, and settled in Lower Mt.

Bethel Township, where he died in 1850, at the

age of eighty-three. His wife,,whose maiden name

was Mary Nye, and who was a native of North-

ampton County, bore him several children, but

our subject is the only survivor. He was born in

Northampton County, August 15, 1817, and at the

age of three years settled with his parents in Mt.

Pleasant, where he has resided the most of the

time since. The years of boyhood he passed upon

a farm, and in attendance at the public and pay

schools of the neighborhood.

When eighteen years of age our subject began

to learn the trade of a shoemaker, which he fol-

lowed continuously for twelve years. He then

for five years engaged in the mercantile business

at Mt. Pleasant. In 1855, upon the Democratic

ticket, he was elected Treasurer of Northampton

County, and served for a term of two years.

Previous to this, in 1853, he had been elected Jus-

tice of the Peace of Lower Mt. Bethel Township,

and was re-elected to this office in 1858. In 1861

he was chosen Associate Judge of Northampton

County for a term of five years, at the expiration

of which he was re-elected, serving in that capac-

ity for ten years. In 1872 he was again chosen

Justice of the Peace, but through a clerical error

-was not commissioned. The following year he

was once more chosen for that office, to which he

was re-elected in 1878, 1883, 1888 and 1893. He

has held this position for more than forty years, a

longer period than any Justice of the Peace in the

county.

In 1838 Judge Merrill married Miss Jane, daugh-

ter of Philip and Margaret Shull, of Lower Mt.

Bethel Township. Unto them eleven children

were born, as follows: Margaret, deceased; Mary;

.John C, an attorney of Easton, Pa.; Hon. Irvin

Merrill, a prominent resident of Bangor, Pa.; Rev.

Philip S. Merrill, D.D., pastor of the Methodist

Episcopal Church of Rochester, N. Y. ; Oscar;Eliza-

beth, wife of Stephen Brittain, of Lower Mt.

Bethel Township; Laura, who married Daniel Jac-

oby, of Upper Mt. Bethel Township; Jane, Mrs.

Howard A. Eilenberg, of Easton, Pa.; Sarah, wife

of Dr. William Mcllhaney, of South Easton ; and

Richard C, of Philadelphia.

For forty-six years Judge Merrill followed the

business of auctioneering all kinds of sales, and
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was one of the most successful men in that line

throughout the county. He is identified with the

Methodist Episcopal Church at Richmond, and has

served for years as District Church Steward. His

first wife died in 1882, and the following year he

married Mrs. Sabina Sandt, widow of Theodore

Sandt, of this county. Socially he is a member of

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, belonging

to the lodge at Mt. Bethel. He is also connected

with the Senior Order of American Mechanics at

Centreville, Pa. In politics he is recognized as

one of the leading Democrats of Lower Mt. Bethel

Township. For five years, from 1847 until 1852,

he served in an infantry company, belonging to

the Independent Battalion of Northampton Coun-

ty, and was duly commissioned Captain by the

Governor. For a quarter of a century he served

as Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the

Churchill Cemetery in Lower Mt. Bethel Town-

ship. He enjoys an extended acquaintance through-

oat this section, and his popularity among all

classes is unquestioned.

HENRY G. TOMBLER, President of the H.

G. Tombler Grocery Company, of Easton,

was born in Bethlehem, Pa., November 2,

1830, being a son of Charles C. and Cecelia C.

(Freytag) Tombler. The founder of the family in

America came to this country from England about

1770, first locating in Hope, N. J. Grandfather

David Tombler, a native of England, engaged in

farming pursuits after coming to New Jersey.

During the War of the Revolution he aided the

Colonies in the defense of their rights. His wife's

father took charge of the first gristmill erected by

the Moravians at Hope, N. J.

In the last-named village Charles C. Tombler

was born, June 22, 1800. In youth lie was em-

ployed as clerk in a store. In 1819 he removed

to Bethlehem, Pa., and there, June 22, 1822, he was

united in marriage with a daughter of Dr. Eber-

hard Freytag, who was the first homeopathic phy-

sician in Northampton County, Pa. In early life

28

he learned the trade of a shoemaker, but afterward
embarked in the shoe business and became the

owner of one of the largest stores in that part of

the county. Selling out, he bought the property
upon which is now located that part of Bethlehem
known as Fountain Hill. For some time he con-

ducted general agricultural pursuits there, after

which he sold the land to Tinsley, Jeter & Afiot.

The old Tombler homestead is now occupied by

the Bishop Thorpe Seminary.

For a time Mr. Tombler carried on a general

mercantile establishment in Monroe County, asso-

ciated with P. Daly. In 1845 he accepted the po-

sition of station agent for the Lehigh Valley Rail-

road at Bethlehem, and remained with that com-

pany for a period of twenty-five years, or until the

death of his wife, in 1880. He then went with his

eldest son, Oliver, to Minnesota, where he died in

November, 1894. In early life he was active in

the Democratic party, which he frequently repre-

sented in conventions. For a time he held the

office of Postmaster at Bethlehem. He was a mem-

ber of the Moravian Church, and socially was con-

nected with the Masonic fraternity and the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows. The fact that he

attained an age so advanced was largely due to

his abstemious habits. In his prime he was an act-

ive business man, energetic and persevering, and

is still remembered in railroad and mercantile cir-

cles throughout this county. His only surviving

sons are Oliver and Henry G., the former being an

extensive farmer of Minnesota. Edward, deceased,

served through the entire period of the Civil War,

and was discharged as Captain. William, also de-

ceased, was a resident of Mauch Chunk, and was

largely interested in the coal business.

In the Moravian and the private schools of

Bethlehem, our subject received a practical educa-

tion, after which he was an employe in the store of

Jacob Rice. At the age of twenty-one he went to

New York and was in the wholesale dry-goods bus-

mess there about one year. In 1852 he came to

Easton as a clerk for William H. Lawall, and five

years later embarked in business for himself as a

retail grocer at No. 187 Northampton Street. In

1861 he bought out Isbon Benedict and removed

to the site of bis present establishment, forming a
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partnership with P. Daly, his father's former part-

ner, which connection continued under the name of

Daly Tombler until the death of the senior partner,

in 1877. The business was then conducted alone

by Mr. Tombler until 1891. Atthat time the H. G.

Tombler Grocery Company was organized, and our

subject became its President, which position he has

since filled. This is one of the largest houses in

the state outside of Philadelphia, and such is the

integrity of its officials and the ability of its rep-

resentatives, that it enjoys the confidence of the

trade. In connection with the company, the Key-
stone Spice and Fruit Cleaning Mills are carried on.

Mr. Tombler was President of the first Board of

Trade in Easton, and was instrumental in establish-

lishing the R. & H. Simon Silk Mill. He was active

in the organization of the Edison Electric Light

Company, and served as its first President. In the

Mattawan Felting Company, he was the first Pres-

ident. He was also one of the organizers of the

Easton Boot and Shoe Company, and Vice-Presi-

dent of the enterprise. At the time of the re-or-

ganization of the H. G. Tombler Company, he re-

signed his other positions in order to accept its

presidency and devote his entire attention to its

management.

While mainly successful in his undertakings,

Mr. Tombler has also met with his share of reverses.

The heaviest of these was the loss of $150,000 in

the Bullion King Mining Company of Colorado, of

which he was President. He was one of the orig-

inal promoters of the Paxraosa Inn Company in

Easton. He is still Vice-President of the Board of
Trade, and is one of its most active members. Po-
litically he is a Democrat, but his attention has
been so engrossed by his business interests that he
has had no time for political affairs. In the build-
ing of the Moravian Church of Easton he took an
active part, and is a prominent member of that de-
nomination, and President of the Board of Trus-
tees. Socially he is identified with the Masonic
fraternity.

^
November 8, 1853, Mr. Tombler and Miss Mary

E. Shouse were united in marriage. The lady is a
daughter of Samuel and Mary (Opp) Shouse, resi-
dents of Easton, Pa. The family consists of two
sons anc? two daughters, namely: Fannie, wife of

C. W. Bixler, of Easton; Clara, who married Sid-

ney S. Underwood, of Kentucky; Henry G., Jr.,

Secretary and Treasurer of the H. G. Tombler Com-

pany; and Fred S., who is also connected with the

business.

—

^*£^—
MANAVER C. MOSER. Doubtless every

resident of Palmer Township, North-

ampton County, is familiar with the

name of this successful business man, who, em-

barking in the mercantile trade in 1886, has since

conducted a large and profitable business among
the people of his locality, proving by his excellent

management of affairs the possession of more than

ordinary commercial insight and ability. The

store which he now superintends, and of which he

is the owner, is situated on the corner of of Six-

teenth and Washington Streets, and is stocked with

a full and modern assortment of goods suited to

the needs of his customers. He keeps a full line

of dry goods, groceries, hardware, vegetables, no

tions, flour and feed, etc., which he retails at rea-

sonable prices.

In Northampton County, December 23, 1851,

our subject was born to the union of William and

Catherine Moser, also natives of this county, and

residents of Palmer Township. While in youth

he enjoyed such advantages as the neighboring

schools afforded, yet his present varied informa-

tion and business knowledge have been acquired

mainly by persevering effort on his part. Reared

upon a farm, he aided in the tilling of the soil,

and also in early manhood learned the trade of

a shoemaker, though this he has never followed to

any great extent.

Associated with his brother Alfred, our subject

in 1874 opened a general merchandise store, and

the two continued in partnership until the death

of the former, in 1886, since which time the latter

has had entire charge of the store, being sole pro-

prietor. The original site of his store was at the

corner of Fifteenth and Washington Streets, but

in 1890 he removed his establishment to his pres-
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ent stand at the corner of Sixteenth and "Washing-

ton Streets.

The marriage of Mr. Moser united him with

Miss Sarah, daughter of Joseph Miller, of Moore

Township, this county, and one child has blessed

their union, a daughter, Annie. Socially our sub-

ject is prominently identified with Lehicton Lodge

No. 244, I. 0. O. F., at Easton. In religious

belief he is connected with the Lutheran Church,

the services of which he attends regularly. In na-

tional issues, as well as in local matters, he is in-

clined to be independent, giving his ballot and in-

fluence to the men and measures that in his judg-

ment will best promote the welfare of the people.

ry HARLES KICHLINE is one of the well-

\~\J to-do farmers and highly esteemed citizens

of Lower Saucon Township, Northampton

County. At various times he has been honored

with positions of trust and responsibility, and

is a stanch supporter of the Democratic party. For

six years, while a resident of Lehigh Township, he

served as School Director, and was also Supervisor

for two years. Since casting in his lot with the

residents of this township he has acted as School

Director, Assistant Assessor and Supervisor. In

the fall of 1893 he was elected Commissioner of

Northampton County, and is still serving in that

capacity.

The family of which our subject is a worthy rep-

resentative were originally residents of Germany,

and were numbered among the early settlers of

Bucks County, Pa. In that region occurred the

birth of the grandfather, John Kichline, who fol-

lowed the blacksmith's trade, and his entire life

was spent in the county of his nativity. He was

a Democrat, and religiously a member of the

Reformed Church. By his marriage with a Miss

Hrackel he had two sons, John and Jacob, both of

whom are now deceased. The latter, our subject's

father, was also born in Bucks County, and in his

early life operated a farm, in connection with which

he conducted a distillery. After coming tQ this

county he engaged in the mercantile business in

Lower Saucon, and also owned and operated a

flouring-mill. He became quite well-to-do, and

was a leading Democrat of this locality. His death

resulted from an apoplectic stroke in September,

1852, and he was placed to rest in the cemetery of

Williams Township. To himself and wife, formerly

Christiana Schliefer, were born eleven children,

only four of whom survive.

Charles Kichline was born June 30, 1837, in

Bucks County, and pursued his elemetary studies

in the public schools of Lower Saucon Township.

His boj'hood was passed on his father's farm, and

with the latter he learned the milling business. In

his early manhood he devoted about thirteen years

to that calling, after which he returned to agricult-

ure, and has since devoted his energies to carrying

on his farm. For some years he engaged in rais-

ing cattle, and for a time was employed in the

butchering business.

In 1854 Mr. Kichline was married to Lucy Ann,

daughter of James M. Behm, of this township.

They have had a family of fourteen children, three

of whom, Emma R., Peter Calvin and Christiana,

are deceased. Of the others all are married with

the exception of four. They are named as follows:

William, Ida M., James J., George H., Charles W.,

John, Annie C, Rosa A., Thomas T., Alfred J.

and Harry B. Mr. and Mrs. Kichline have eleven

grandchildren. The former is a member of the

Reformed Church, and holds the position of Trustee

in the same at the present time.

H^ *£-> A'

AMUEL E. LEITH. Our subject is one of

the venerable men of Lehigh County, for

over seventy years have left their record

upon his head in whitened hair. His honorable

position in the community has been gained by

virtue of his keen ability and well preserved phy-

sical attributes. He is a prominent citizen of the

county, and is residing at the present time m

Whitehall Township.

Our subject was bom in Northampton County,

this state, September 6, 1822, and is the son of

Peter and Catherine (Ehrhard) Leith, the former
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of whom was born in the above county, and the

latter in Bucks County, this state. John Peter

Leith, the grandfather of our subject, was a native

of Scotland, and came to America when quite

young, locating in Northampton County, where

he resided until his decease. He was very promi-

nent in agricultural circles, and at his death had

accumulated an estate of six hundred acres. The

ancestors of our subject on his mother's side were

natives of Germany.

Samuel E. Leith has spent almost his entire life

in his native county, and like all farmer lads re-

ceived his primary education in the district school-

Later he prepared himself in a private school for

entering college, and for some time was a stu-

dent of Pennsylvania College at Gettysburg. Af-

ter leaving that institution he received private

instruction in theology and the languages under

the tutelage of Rev. Benjamin German, the latter

a well known minister of the Lutheran Church in

Allentown. Although not accepting any perma-

nent charge, our subject occasionally filled pulpits

for other pastors for many years, and after com-

pleting his education he was engaged in teaching

school for sixteen terms in Bucks and Lehigh
Counties.

In 1864 Mr. Leith located on his present farm,

in the cultivation of which he has been very suc-

cessful. He has persevered through many trials

and hardships, and has at last reached the point

where he can enjoy the wealth and prosperity

which rightly belong to him. Mr. Leith was mar-
ried, December 21, 1848, to Miss Sarah Gross, a na-

tive of South Whitehall Township, her birth oc-

curring January 20, 1824. She is the daughter of

Solomon and Hannah (Guthl Gross, also natives

of this county. Great-grandfather Peter Gross
was born in Germany, and on coming to America
located in North Whitehall Township. Mrs. Leith
removed to Allentown with her parents when
eleven years of age, and there received a fine edu-
cation in the city schools. By her union with our
subject she has become the mother of one daugh-
ter, Jane.

Mr. Leith of this sketch is a devoted member of
the Lutheran Church, while his wife and daughter
worship in the Reformed Church, He has always

been a strong advocate of the free-school system,

and in politics votes the Democratic ticket. He is

one of the oldest residents of the county and is

well known throughout its length and breadth,

He has a host of warm friends, is very popular

with all, and we take great pleasure in presenting

his sketch in these pages.

*»>>i >i i i i

T7> LIAS SIEGER. From the successful ca-

|^ O reer of this gentleman may be gleaned

many lessons interesting to the old and

profitable to the young. Without the aid of for-

tune or the prestige of family, he has gained a

high degree of success, and justly ranks among

the enterprising business men of Lehigh County.

His store in Copla3' contains a complete assort-

ment of stoves and steam heaters, tinware, paints,

etc., and through the reliability of his dealings

with all he has gained the confidence of the

people.

In Siegersville, Pa., the subject of this notice

was born February 23, 1849, being a son of Joseph

and A.my (Kern) Sieger, also natives of the Key-

stone State. In the village of Siegersville, which

was named in honor of the family, he spent the

days of his boyhood. When nineteen he went to

Ohio, and in Circleville found employment at the

trade of a tinsmith, which he had learned under

the instruction of his father, a successful mechan-

ic. In 1871 he embarked in the business which

he has since continued. While not receiving

many educational advantages in youth, he was a

student of human nature, and through experience

and self-culture has become well informed. As a

business man he is energetic, industrious and effi-

cient, displaying in his transactions a high degree

of tact, shrewdness and honor.

In politics Mr. Sieger is a supporter of the Dem-

ocratic party, and is ever interested in the mate-

rial progress of the community and the develop-

ment of the county's resources. While his time

and attention have been largely taken up with big

business interests, he has also been chosen for pub-
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lie positions, and has served with credit to himself

iu every office. For seven years he has served as

Burgess of Coplay, and his plans have secured the

material advancement of the municipality. For

four years he was a member of the Borough Coun-

cil, and for ten years filled the position of School

Director. In religious belief he is a Lutheran.

In October, 1873, Mr. Sieger and Miss Louisa

Peters were united in marriage. The lady was

born in Lehigh County to Joel and Mary A. Peters,

both deceased. Ten children resulted from this

union, of whom all but one are now living, as fol-

lows: Annie, Joseph, Harry, Clara, Mark, Amy,

Jeremiah, Effie and Charles. Reuben is deceased.

The family is highly regarded in social circles.

No man has done more for the upbuilding of Cop-

lay and its general improvement than Mr. Sieger,

who has proved a valuable acquisition to the citi-

zenship of this locality.

. ,m ,* w l m * r * ^mimCm^^mr^m

A~TYRUS E. BREDER, Cashier of the First

y y National Bank in Bethlehem, a prominent

financial institution with a splendid record

of thirty years, has filled that responsible position

for many years. He is a native of this county, hav-

ing been born in Hanover Township in 1842, and

is the son of George Breder, also a native of the

above township, where his father, who likewise

bore the name of George, was born and followed

farm pursuits his entire life.

George Breder, Sr., is an agriculturist of promi-

nence in his neighborhood, and although now

eighty-two years of age is hale and hearty. He

has been the recipient of many official positions of

honor and trust, and in the discharge of his re-

spective duties gave entire satisfaction to all con-

cerned. He is a member of the Beformed Church,

and in politics never" fails to cast a vote for Dem-

ocratic candidates.,

Mrs. Susan (Schall) Breder. the mother of our

subject, was born in Moore Township, this county,

and is also in the eighty-second year of her age.

She reared a family of two children, the sister of

our subject being Lavinia, now the wife of Alfred

Yoder, of Fullerton. The subject of this sketch

received his primary education in the public schools

of his native township, and afterward attended

what is now Central Pennsylvania College at New
"Berlin, Pa. When attaining his seventeenth year

he taught one term of school in Moore Township,

and then, abandoning that occupation, began clerk-

ing in a general store, following that occupation

until 1863, when he was elected Teller of the bank.

In December of the above year, when the First

National Bank was opened for business, our sub-

ject assumed the duties of Teller, and cont nued to

fill the office until April 1, 1871, when he was ap-

pointed to his present position, that of Cashier.

The first President of the institution was C. A.

Luckenbach, who was succeeded by George H.

Myers. The bank was organized with a capital stock

of $72,000, which was soon increased to $200,000,

andin 1871 to $500,000. It was reduced, however,

to $300,000 in 1876, there not being sufficient de-

mand for such a heavy capital in the volume of

business transacted. When the reduction was made

the stockholders were paid back in full.

In 1866 the officers of the bank, finding their

building inadequate to the demands of a largely in-

creasing business, moved to their present site, which,

however, has undergone many material changes

since then. At first it only consisted of an office

and the residence where our subject resided. The

first alteration was begun in 1886, by making a

large addition to the rear of the building and other

slight changes in the property. Again, in 1891, it

was further altered and improved by the addition

of another story, and the putting in of an entirely

new and imposing stone front, making it as it stands

to-day, one of the finest business buildings in the

Lehigh Valley. The present officers of the insti-

tution are: President, George H. Myers; Vice-Presi-

dent, Joseph M. Leibert; Cashier, C. E. Breder;

Teller, W. B. Myers; note clerk, F. J. Klinker;

bookkeepers, L. J. Heller and T. F. Keim.

Our subject was married in this city, in 1863, to

Miss Augusta, daughter of John C. Malthaner, a

prominent manufacturer, of this section. To Mr.

and Mrs. Breder there have been born four children:

Kate; Charles, a civil engineer in New Jersey; Cor-
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nelia and Claire. The family occupy a pleasant

home at No. 332 Market Street, in this city. So-

cially Mr. Brerler is a member of the Royal Arca-

num, and belongs to the order of the Golden Chain.

He is a true-blue Republican in politics, and in re-

ligious affairs is prominently identified with the

Moravian Church.

*^ff mmn

PROF. WILLIAM F. HOCH, who bears an

enviable reputation among the educators

of the Lehigh Valley, is the efficient Coun-
ty Superintendent of Public Instruction of North-
ampton County, having been elected to that re-

sponsible position in May, 1891, and re-elected

in May, 1894. He has shown himself to be thor-

oughly capable, and faithful to the trust thus be-

stowed upon him. A native of this county, Mr.
Hoch was born in September, 1853, and has passed
his entire life within its limits.

The parents of Professor Hoch, Joseph and Lou-
isa M. (Roth) Hoch, were also born in Northamp-
ton County, and the grandfather of the former,
whose Christian name was Jacob, was one of the
early settlers of Bushkill Township. Until eleven
years of age our subject resided in Bushkill Town-
ship,-when his parents removed to Bethlehem Town-
ship, and there he was reared to man's estate, re-

ceiving his education in the public schools. His
early education was supplemented by a course of
study in the Keystone Normal School of Kutztown,
where he especially prepared himself for educa-
tional work, and was graduated from that well
known institution.

When only seventeen years of age, our subject
began teaching school in Palmer Township, where
he was located for one year. Subsequently he
taught for fifteen successive years in Bethlehem
Township, having charge during this long period
of one school. His merits having become well
known, and his influence as an educator being felt
to be of the best, he was taken from the school-
room to serve as Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion of the county, a position for which he has

shown special adaptation. Under his supervision

the schools are rapidly acquiring a better tone and
influence in the community. His methods are

thoroughly in accord with the spirit of the times,

and he endeavors to inculcate the latest and most

practical systems.

Professor Hoch married, in 1877, Miss Mary A.

a daughter of Thomas Richards, of Palmer Town-
ship, and by this union have been born two chil-

dren, Lizzie M. and Bertha V. Socially the Pro-

fessor is identified with Teedyuscong Tribe No.

117, 1. O. R. M., and also with the Knights of the

Golden Eagle at Freemansburg, Pa. He is public-

spirited and enterprising, and politically gives his

vote to the support of Democratic candidates.

For a number of years he has officiated as organist

of St. John's Church of Farmersville, and is a

member of the Lutheran Church.

SM^m

AMUEL HUTCHISON, formerly Treasurer

of Northampton County, and now resid-

ing at Martin's Creek, is well known and
popular throughout this section of the state, where

his entire life has been passed. In the county of

which he is now a resident he was born March 25,

1844, being a son of Elias and Catherine (Dech)

Hutchison, both deceased. The family was one of

the first represented in the state, and for several

generations has been identified with the history of

this county, the first one to settle here being our

subject's great-great-grandfather, James Hutchi-

son, who was born in Ireland, of Scotch descent,

and emigrated to America during the seventeenth

century, becoming a pioneer settler of Lower Mt.

Bethel Township, Northampton County. He at-

tained a great age, and at the time of his death

was one hundred and four years of age. His body,

was interred in the Presbyterian Cemetery of Lower
Mt. Bethel Township.

The father of our subject died in 1891, when in

his eighty-fourth year. The mother died the same
year, and at the same age. Of their children, three

survive, namely: Mary, wife of Solomon Spangler;
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Charles, whose home is near Bath, Pa.; and Sam-

uel. The last-named was reared to manhood in

the locality of his birth, and in boyhood was a

student in the schools of Lower Mt. Bethel Town-

ship, and also for a time attended a private school

in Phillipsburg, N. J. His studies completed, he

taught school some eight winter seasons, mainly

in Lower Mt. Bethel Township. For three years

he was traveling salesman for R. I. Schlabach, a

manufacturer of agricultural implements at Naz-

areth.

With the public affairs of the county Mr. Hutch-

ison for some years has been intimately associated,

and is regarded as one of the local leaders of the

Democratic party in this section. In 1887 he was

elected Treasurer of Northampton County, taking

possession of the office January 1, 1888, and serv-

ing for three years to the satisfaction of the people

and with credit to himself. Subsequently for three

years he served as Deputy County Treasurer for

William H. Bice, his successor in office. In 1889

he removed to his present farm, where he owns

sixty acres of finely improved land, accumulated

through his own exertions. For a number of years

he has served as School Director and Auditor of

Lower Mt. Bethel Township, and is one of the pub-

lic-spirited citizens of the community. Socially

he holds membership with Easton Lodge No. 152,

F. & A. M., and Martin's Creek Lodge No. 745,

I. 0. 0. F. He is identified with the Reformed

Church, and is a man of sincere religious convic-

tions, the uprightness of his life proving the depth

of his belief.

HENRY B. YINGLING is a leading repre-

sentative of the business interests of Al-

lentown. He is now at the head of the

firm of H. B. Yingling & Son, contractors and

builders, and does a large amount of work in his

line. His entire life has been passed in Allentown,

which is his native city. He was born on the 9th

of May, 1846, and comes of a family of German
origin. His great-grandfather, Andrew Yingling,

was a native of Germany, and on emigrating to

America became one of the pioneer settlers of what is

now Lehigh County, but was then a part of Bucks
County, Pa. Here was born his son, Abraham
Yingling. The father of our subject, John O.

Yingling, is also a native of Lehigh County, born

in 1818, and is now a hale and hearty gentleman

of seventy-six. He was joined in wedlock with

Miss Mary S. Beitel, who was born in 1816, and is

a daughter of Christian F. Beitel. She still trav-

els life's journey as the companion and helpmate

of her husband, and the worthy couple, now well

advanced in years, have the high regard of all

with whom they have been brought in contact.

Henry B. Yingling is the only child of the fam-

ily. He had a sister, Catherine, but her death oc-

curred in her fifteenth year. His education was

acquired in the public schools of Allentown, in the

Allentown Academy, and in the high school, and

the knowledge there gained well fitted him for his

life work. At the age of eighteen he began learn-

ing the shoemaker's trade, serving a four-years

apprenticeship, during which time he completely

mastered the business. In 1868 he began shoe-

making on his own account, built up an extensive

trade, and continued operations along that line un-

til 1873, when he began contracting and building.

He has erected three hundred and twenty-two

houses, and has therefore aided materially in the

progress arid advancement of this place. He has

just completed a fine stonefront flat building, con-

taining eighteen flats, built in a modern style of

architecture and supplied with all conveniences.

Mr. Yingling was united in marriage, in 1867,

with Miss Eliza J. Kleckner, daughter of James

and Mary Kleckner. By their union has been born

a son, John J., who is now associated with his

father in business.

In connection with his other interests our sub-

ject is now engaged in the manufacture of brick,

as President of the H. B. Yingling Brick Company,

of which his son is Secretary and Treasurer. He

has also been Secretary of the West End Improve-

ment Company since its organization in 1888, and

the various enterprises with which he is connected

owe much of their prosperity and developmemt to

his untiring efforts in their behalf. He is one of

the live and wide-awake business men of Lehigh
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County, possessed of the enterprising spirit of the

times, and though he has met with some obstacles

and difficulties, he works but the harder on account

of these, and always carries forward to a successful

completion whatever he undertakes. He had no

capital with which to begin life, but from an hum-

ble position he has steadily worked his way up-

ward, and has furnished to the community an ex-

ample which might be profitably followed by

many.

HON. HARRY G. STILES, a well known

member of the legal profession in Allen-

town, Pa., is a native of this city, his birth

having occurred here on the 16th of December,

1856. He is a representative of one of the most

prominent families of the community. His father,

Hon. John D. Stiles, was born in Luzerne County,

Pa., January 15, 1821, received an academic edu-

cation, studied law, and in 1844 was admitted to

the Bar. He became a leading practitioner, and
in 1853 was elected District Attorney for Lehigh

Count}', which office he held for three years. In

1856 he was a delegate to the National Convention
which nominated James Buchanan for the presi-

dency. The same year he was elected to the Thir-

ty-seventh Congress, to fill the unexpired term of

his deceased friend, T. B. Cooper, and served on the

Committee on Revolutionary Claims. In 1862 he
was re-elected to Congress, and served on the

Committees on Expenditures in the State Depart-
ment and Revolutionary Claims. He was also a

delegate to the Chicago Convention of 1864, and
to the Philadelphia National Union Convention of

1866. In 1844 he came to Allentown, where he
has since resided, one of its most prominent and
highly respected citizens.

We now take up the personal history of Harry
G. Stiles, who in his youth attended the public and
high schools of his native town, being graduated
from the latter on the 30th of July, 1874. He
afterwards took a two-years special course in Muh-

lenberg College, and then entered the Harvard

Law School, from which he was graduated in

1878. In Allentown, on the 14th of April, 1879,

he was admitted to practice at the Bar of Lehigh

County, and at once formed a partnership, with

his father, under the firm name of John D. Stiles &
Son. In 1889 he was elected District Attorney for

a term of three years, and proved a capable and

efficient officer. On his retirement from office, he

at once resumed the practice of law, and in 1894

he was elected State Senator on the Democratic

ticket.

On the 27th of September, 1889, Mr. Stiles mar-

ried Miss Anna Yheulon, of Allentown, daughter

of Joseph Yheulon. They are well known people

of this city, where they have a wide circle of friends

and acquaintances. In his political views Mr.

Stiles is a Democrat, and has frequently served as

a delegate to the county and state conventions of

his party. The greater part of his time and at-

tention, however, is devoted to legal practice, and

in the prosecution of his chosen profession he has

met with most excellent success. He is an able,

logical and fluent speaker, and his abilities, both

natural and acquired, are rapidly winning him a

foremost place in the ranks of his professional

brethren. He is regarded as one of the best and

representative citizens of the community, and is

prominent in professional, political and social

circles.

«f=

THOMAS J. FRETZ, whose sketch we here-

with present, is one of those genial and

agreeable men whom it is a pleasure to

know, and who in all instances rank high in the

estimation of the community in which they reside

At the present time he occupies the position of as-

sistant agent of the Lehigh Valley Railroad, and

is stationed at Allentown.

David Fretz, the father of our subjeet, was born

in Northampton County, this state, and departed

this life in 1883. The lady who became the mother





REV. JOHN A. SEIMETZ.



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 689

of our subject was prior to her marriage known as

Miss Susan Beil, and, like her husband, was born and

reared in Northampton County. Thomas, of this

sketch, is a native of Lehigh County, his birth oc-

curring August 5, 1865. He received a good edu-

cation in the public schools, and began life on his

own account in 1882, when he entered the employ

of the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company as telegraph

operator, taking charge of the station at Fullerton.

Our subject continued to act as operator for the

above company until 1887, when he was promoted

to the position of way-bill clerk, with headquar-

ters at Allentown. His efficiency in that depart-

ment was recognized, and in 1890 he was appoint-

ed chief clerk of the freight department. Mr. Fretz

was the incumbent of the last-named position until

September 1, 1893, when he was promoted to his

present position of assistant agent. His main du-

ties, however, are in the freight branch, where he

has charge of seventy-eight men, thus making the

responsibilities of the office quite weighty.

The lady to whonvour subject was wedded Oc-

tober 29, 1887, was Miss Mary J. Rueter, of Allen-

town, and the daughter of Henry and Catherine

Rueter. Mr. and Mrs. Fretz are the parents of one

child, a daughter, Bessie. They are members in

good standing of St. John's Lutheran Church, and

are regarded as among the substantial citizens of

the community.

Politically Mr. Fretz is a stanch Democrat, and

in social affairs is a prominent member of Porter

Lodge No. 284, F. & A. M., at Catasauqua. Our

subject is popular wherever known, and through-

out his entire career of busy usefulness is ever

faithful to each duty of life.

f*

REV. JOHN A. SEIMETZ. The Church of

Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin, situ-

ated in Catasauqua, was fortunate in se-

curing as its pastor Father Seimetz, for through

his devoted and efficient supervision every depart-

ment of its work has been greatly promoted in

extent and usefulness. He accepted the pastorate

in 1889, two years after his ordination to the holy

priesthood, and during the years that have since

elapsed he has gained the esteem and confidence

of his parishioners and the respect of the general

public.

Father Seimetz was born in Beading, Pa., No-

vember 13, 1862, and is a son of Mathias and Mary

(Ludwig) Seimetz, natives of the city of Treves,

Germany. The former, who was born in 1813,

emigrated to America after his marriage and set-

tled in Beading. He is now living in that city

and has attained, the age of eighty-one years

(1894). His wife, who is also living, is seventy-

eight years old. Their only son and youngest

child is the subject of this sketch, who was reared

to manhood in his native place and received a

good education in St. Paul's parochial school. In

1875 he went to the Benedictine College at La-

trobe, Westmoreland County. Later he completed

the classical course of St. Vincent College, and in

1881 became a student in St. Charles Seminary at

Overbrook, near Philadelphia.

In May, 1887, Father Seimetz was ordained by

Archbishop Ryan and became assistant priest in

the Holy Trinity Catholic Church on Sixth and

Spruce Streets, Philadelphia. After spending four-

teen months in that position he was transferred to

the church of St. Alphonsus, in the same city,

where he was engaged for the eight ensuing

months. He was then sent to Pottsville, where he

was assistant in St. John's Church for a short

time. April 29, 1889, he was put in charge of the

congregation at Catasauqua.

This parish was organized in 1847, and in 1878

the present large brick edifice was erected. In

1890 the parsonage adjoining the church was com-

pleted. On the opposite side of the street stand

the schoolhouses and the dwelling of the sisters.

The congregation includes one hundred and fif-

teen families and is in a most flourishing condi-

tion. The many expensive improvements which

have been placed upon the property indicate the

praiseworthy spirit among the people, and earnest

and persistent efforts on the part of the pastor.

There are one hundred and fifteen pupils in the

school, which is in charge of three sisters of the

Order of St. Francis. Connected with the parish
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are the Beneficial Society of St. Nicholas, Atlar

Society, Rosary Society, Sodality of the Blessed

Virgin and St. John's Society for young men.

Politically Father Seimetz is a Democrat.

IKD*@l 1^^*

PETER H. SEIP, for many years proprietor

of the Seip Hotel at Seipsville, and now a

resident of Northampton Street, Palmer

Township, Northampton County, was born in this

county, December 22, 1849. The founders of the

family in America came hither from Germany and

settled in Palmer Township, upon the site of the

present town of Seip's. The exact date of their

settlement is not known definitely, but it was dur-

ing the Indian wars of the eighteenth century.

The parents of our subject, Jacob and Anna M.

(Edelman) Seip, were natives of Northampton

County, where the mother died. The father, who

lives retired in Seipsville, Palmer Township, en-

gaged in agricultural pursuits for many years, and

also kept the well known Seip's Hotel at Seips-

ville for a number of years. This hotel was built

by the founder of the family in Northampton

County, and is a historic structure, one of the

old landmarks of the county. From the time of its

erection to the present it has never been out of

the hands of the descendants of the original owner.

Twice married, Jacob Seip is the father of six

children, namely: Peter H., of this sketch; Emma
E., wife of Peter Hess; John J.; Sarah M., who
married Oscar Bower; Carrie and Lulu. In poli-

tics the father is a Democrat, and has held a num-
ber of local offices, to which he has been elected

upon the party ticket. His has been a successful

life, and he is numbered among the representative

citizens of Palmer Township. His membership,

religiously, is with the Lutheran Church of East-

on.

In the schools of Palmer Township our subject

was educated, in addition to which he also atten-

ded a private school in Easton. He remained in

his father's employ until he was twenty-six years

of age, when he became proprietor of Seip's Hotel.

He acted as "mine host" of that popular inn for

eighteen years, or until the spring of 1893, when he

settled in his present place of residence. Through

his efforts the postoffiee at Seip's was established,

and he was appointed the first Postmaster, serving

in that capacity until his removal to Northampton

Street, when he resigned.

Mr. Seip was united in marrrage with Alice,

daughter of Michael Walter, formerly of Forks

Township, but now deceased. Two sons, AsherP.

and Jacob W., have been born to the union of Mr.

and Mrs. Seip. The family is one of social promi-

nence and is widely known and respected. In

Palmer Township our subject has served as Audi-

tor and School Director, and his efforts have aided

in the promotion of the welfare of the locality.

His religious connections are with the Lutheran

Church in Forks Township, the services of which

he attends when possible. Socially he is a mem-

ber of the Knights of Malta at Easton.

e^H^p—

JOSEPH E. SHIMER is one of the successful

merchants of Northampton County, now en-

gaged in business at Stockertown. In the

spring of 1876 he formed a partnership with

his father, Reuben L., under the firm titl» of R. L.

Shimer & Son, and this connection continued until

the spring of 1894, since which time he has con-

ducted the business alone. As a merchant he is

upright in all his business transactions, and by re-

liable dealings has gained the confidence of the

people.

The father of our subject, Reuben L. Shimer, was

born in Northampton County in 1831, being a son

of Edward B. Shimer, one of the pioneers of this

county. The former was reared to farm life, and

followed that occupation for many years, but in

1876 drifted into the general mercantile business,

which he followed successfully until his death. He

was a man of prominence in his community, and

held a number of local offices in Forks Township.

His death occurred March 8, 1893, at a ripe old age.

The only survivor of the parental family is the

subject of this sketch, who, as above stated, is the
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proprietor of a general mercantile business at Stock-

ertown. In his establishment he carries a full and

varied assortment of dry goods, groceries, notions,

boots and shoes, hardware, hats and caps, and, in

fact, everything, to be found in any first-class coun.

try store. He also handles lumber and coal. With
the people of the village and the farmers of the

surrounding country he conducts a large and

profitable, trade, the quality of the stock and up-

rightness of his dealings commending him to the

people.

Born in NorthamptoirCounty, July 3, 1851, the

subject of this sketch received a practical educa-

tion in the public schools of Forks Township, and

in a private- school in Easton. He was engaged

in -agricultural pursuits until he entered the mer-

cantile business in 1876. In addition to the man-

agement of his store, he has served as Postmaster

of Stockertown. His landed possessions aggregate

one hundred and thirteen acres, and he is well-to-

do in this world's goods. He has a pleasant home
in Stockertown, presided over by his amiable wife,

who was formerly Miss Adella F. Fenstermacher,

of Allen town, Pa.

1§L _jk$M§...
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©EORGE E. LEININGER. The results of

integrity.and square dealing are exhibited

in the business career of this gentleman

who is one of the most enterprising of the younger

business men of Easton. Coming to Easton in

September, 1884, he has since been identified with

its business interests, and is now the owner and

proprietor of a furniture establishment atNos. 102

and 104,South Third. Street, where he conducts a

large and profitable trade.

Mr. Leininger is a native of Berks County, this

state, and was born at Reading, August 9, 1862.

His ancestors for several generations resided in

Berks County, having come hither from Germany.

His grandfather, George Leininger, was born in

that county, and died at Reading. During the

War of the Rebellion he served as a member of a
body of cavalry, and aided in the defense of the

Union. A Democrat in politics, he took a warm
interest in public affairs, and was a progressive

citizen. He was twice married, and had several

children, Allison, our subject's father, being the

only child of the second union that attained years

of maturity.

Allison Leininger was born in Myerstown, Pa.,

in 1840. Early in life he was engaged in the fur-

niture business, which he conducted until 1886.

From the above date until his death, which oc-

curred in 1889, he was proprietor of the Central

Hotel at Easton. In politics he adhered to the

principles of the Democracy, and during the Civil

War entered the Union army, in which he held of-

ficial rank. He was twice married, his first union

being with Mary Vanderslice, who bore him one

child, George E. Of his second marriage two chil-

dren were born.

In the public schools of Reading the subject of

this sketch received a fair education. He then

learned the trade of a machinist, at which he

worked about five and one-half years. Afterward,

in September, 1884, he came to Easton and accepted

a position as bookkeeper, which he held about

eighteen months. He then succeeded his father

in the furniture business, which he has since con-

ducted at Nos. 102 and 104 South Third Street.

The firm name was originally Felix <fe Leininger,

but our subject is now the sole proprietor.

Aside from his other interests, Mr. Leininger is

serving as a Director in the West Ward Building

and Loan Association. He is a prominent member

of the Masonic fraternity, his membership being in

Easton Lodge No. 152, andEaston Chapter No. 173,

R. A. M.; Hugh De Payen's Commandery No. 19, K.

T; and Lulu Temple of Philadelphia. He is Secre-

tary of the Grant Conclave, Improved Order of

Heptasophs. While a resident of Reading he held

membership in the Universalist Church. Septem-

ber 25, 1889, he married Miss May F., daughter of

William Hammann, of Easton. They have one

child, Anna H., now deceased.

The retail furniture business conducted by Mr.

Leininger is not only the oldest in Easton, but also

one of the leading establishments of the place. In
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addition to the general trade, he manufactures the

best grades of parlor furniture, and also does re-

pairing. Being industrious and capable, he has

naturally met with success, and gained a place

among the representative business men of the city.

REUBEN EDELMAN. An honorable posi-

tion among the residents of Palmer Town-
ship is held by the subject of this notice,

who formerly officiated as Commissioner of North-

ampton County, and for years has engaged suc-

cessfully in agricultural pursuits. The energy of

his nature and his enterprise in taking hold of and

superintending his extensive interests have aided

him in the accumulation of a valuable property.

He has been more than ordinarily' successful, and
his example is better than many precepts in point-

ing the moral that success will follow persistent

and energetic efforts when coupled with judgment
and honest dealing with his fellow-men.

Born April 12, 1829, the subject of this sketch

is a son of George and Leah (Hahn) Edelman, all

natives of Northampton County. The original

representative of the family in this locality was
his great-grandfather Edelman, who in an early

day made settlement in Montgomery County, Pa.,

and later located in Williams Township. His fa-

ther followed the trade of a blacksmith, and at

the same time also engaged in farming. He at-

tained a ripe old age, and passed away in 1863.

Of his children two survive, namely: Reuben, of
this sketch, and Hiram, whose home is in Easton.

Reared upon a farm, our subject was thoroughly
trained in every department of agriculture, and
when the time came for him to select a life occu-
pation, naturally chose that with which he was
most familiar. As a farmer, he is prudent, thrifty,

energetic and persevering, and has become the
owner of fifty-four acres of land, the entire tract

being under an excellent state of cultivation and
well improved with substantial buildings. While
he never had very favorable opportunities for ac-

quiring an education, he has been an intelligent

reader, and has kept posted concerning topics of

general interest. For six j
rears he has served as

Judge of Elections for Palmer Township, and also

held the office of County Commissioner. In po-

litical matters he takes quite an interest, and con-

curring with the principles of the Democratic

party, is one of its earnest supporters. At the

present time he is a member of the Democratic

County Committee, and has frequently represented

his party as delegate to county conventions.

A man of firm religious belief, Mr. Edelman

holds membership in the Lutheran Church at Easton.

He is a generous contributor to the good works of

that congregation, as well as to other philanthropic

projects. The bent of his mind is practical, which

is seen especially in the management of his per-

sonal affairs. He is a good farmer, a reputable

citizen and a man who enjoys the respect of his

associates.

S~y EORGE J. SNYDER. Among the promi-

Vl nent and successful business men of Allen-

town a high place is accorded oar subject,

who is "mine host" of Snyder's Hotel. To this en-

terprise he adds that of a dealer in fine horses, from

which branch of industry he reaps a handsome in-

come.

Mr. Snyder was born in Snydersville, this coun-

ty, December 9, 1834, and is the son of George

Snyder, also a native of the above county and place.

The latter died when in his eighty-first year. He
in turn was the son of George Snyder, Sr., whose

birthplace was likewise in the Keystone State, and

who lived to attain the age of eighty-eight years.

The great-grandfather of our subject, Michael Sny-

der, was born in Germany, and on coming to the

United States in early life made location in Penn-

sylvania, where his death occurred when ninety-

two years of age.

The maiden name of our subject's mother was

Miss Elizabeth Schantz. She likewise was born in

this county, and was the daughter of Philip Schantz,

who was a farmer by occupation. George J., of

this sketch, was given a good common-school edur
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cation, passing his boyhood and youth in his na-

tive place. He began his business career at Sny-

dersville, where he opened up a hotel, and at the

same time was engaged in buying and selling horses.

October 25, 1864, Mr. Snyder came to Allentown,

and here purchased the Black Bear Hotel, which

he conducted for seven years. Finding the hotel

business a very profitable enterprise, he has since

continued to operate as "mine host," and is now

the proprietor of a good building located on Tenth

and Linden Streets. Mr. Snyder is one of the

largest dealers in fine horses in the Lehigh Valley.

His conveniently arranged stables are located on

Linden Street, where he handles nothing but the

best grade of animals. In his political relations

he is a stanch Republican.

In 1853 our subject was married to Miss Martha

M., daughter of Rev. Jeremiah Schindel. The lady

was born in 1833, and by her union with Mr. Sny-

der has become the mother of the following six

children: Alice, Emma, Martha, Jeremiah, Charles

and Harry.

Mr. Snyder, although a very busy man, has al-

ways taken an active part in the public affairs of

the city, and in 1892 was elected Councilman of

the Seventh Ward for a term of four years. Mr.

and Mrs. Snyder occupy a comfortable residence

at No. 46 North Tenth Street. Their intelligence,

good citizenship and fine character entitle them to

the esteem of their acquaintances, and their friends

are many and sincere.

PHILIP SANDT, a popular and well known

resident of Palmer Township, who for

some time has acted efficiently and suc-

cessfully in the capacity of Secretary and Acting

Treasurer of the Farmers' Mutual Fire Insurance

Company of Northampton County, enjoys an en-

viable reputation as a thorough and reliable busi-

ness man, fitted both by nature and experience

for the successful management of an important

enterprise, a§ is that with which his name is con-

nected.

In the county where he now resides the subject

Of this sketch was born March 14, 1838. He is

the son of Philip and Elizabeth (Schweitzer) Sandt,

likewise natives of Northampton County. The

family was founded in America by his great-grand-

father, John Sandt, who crossed the Atlantic from

Germany, and made settlement in this country

more than a century ago, selecting as his perma-

nent home that portion of Northampton County

now known as Forks Township. The father of

our subject, a lifelong resident of Forks Township,

was universally esteemed wherever known, and his

death in 1854 was mourned as a public loss.

In the parental family there were live sons who

participated in the Civil War as soldiers in the

Union army, and one of the number fell at the

battle of Chancellorsville. There are five now liv-

ing, all but our subject residents of Easton, Pa.,

namely: Mary A., wife of Edward Lerch, whose

home is in Forks Township, near Easton; Eliza,

wife of Joseph Michael; Catherine, who married

Jacob Lear; Philip and Edwin. Our subject was

reared to years of maturity in Northampton Coun-

ty, and in boyhood alternated attendance at the

district schools of Forks Township with work on

the home farm. For a time he was a student in a

private school in Easton, after which he was em-

ployed as teacher in both public and pay schools

of the county.

Choosing an occupation, Mr. Sandt selected that

of a merchant, and opened a store at Stockertown,

where for twenty years he conducted a profitable

trade among the people of the village and sur-

rounding country. So reliable was he in his busi-

ness transactions, that he gained the confidence of

his customers to an extent not usually enjoyed.

Finally retiring from the mercantile trade, he was,

On the 27th of August,' 1886, appointed Secretary

of the Farmers' Mutual Fire Insurance Company

of this county. At the same time he was likewise

made Acting Treasurer of the company, and both

of these offices he has held to the present time.

In politics a Republican, Mr. Sandt was in 1890

a candidate of that party for the Lower House of

the Pennsylvania State Assembly, but owing to

the strong Democratic majority in the county he

was defeated. Religiously a Lutheran, he has

served as Deacon and Elder in the congregation in

Forks Township. He is a man who may always be
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relied upon to assist progressive enterprises, and is

classed among the representative citizens of his lo-

cality. For his wife he chose Miss Matilda, daugh-

ter of Peter Wottring, of Stockertown, Pa. One

son has been born unto them, Rev. Charles E.

Sandt, now pastor of the Lutheran Church of

Freemansburg, this state and county.

0ALVIN J. OTTO, M. D. There are few

professions which require the amount of

diligent study aud general information

that is essential to the knowledge of medicine.

Among the gentlemen who realize the full impor-

tance of this calling, and who add dignity to the

profession, is Dr. Otto, who is engaged in the

practice of medicine in Allentown.

Our subject is a native of this state, having

been born in Berks County, December 8, 1859.

He is a son of Daniel Otto, also a native of Berks

County, and a farmer by occupation. He, how-
ever, abandoned tilling the soil in 1864, at which
time he removed to Lehigh County, and is now
residing in Allen ton. The paternal grandfather of

our subject, John Otto, who was born in Berks
County, was an agriculturist, and attained the re-

markable age of ninety-two years. The maiden
name of our subject's mother was Rachel Grim.
She was the daughter of Absalom Grim, and was
born in Berks County, this state. The Otto and
Grim families originally came from Germany, and
located in Pennsylvania in an early day.

Calvin J., of this sketch, accompanied his par-

ents on their removal to Lehigh County when a
lad of seven years, and was brought up to perform
all the duties falling to the lot of a farmer's boy.
He received his early education in the public
schools, and when eighteen years of age entered
Muhlenberg College, in Allentown, taking a three-
years course. When in his Senior year he left

school, and began reading medicine with Dr. A. P.
Fethelrof, of Chapman Quarries.

In the fall of 1881 Mr. Otto was far enough ad-
vanced with his medical studies to enter Jefferson

Medical College, at Philadelphia, from which in-

stitution he was graduated three years later. He

first located for practice in Brenigsville, Lehigh

County, and after two years spent in that place,

in 1886 came to Allentown, where he has built

up a large and lucrative practice.

In his political faith Dr. Otto is an ardent Dem-
ocrat, and never fails to cast a vote for that

party's candidates. Socially he is a member of

Barger Lodge No. 333, F. & A. M., council, chap-

ter and commandery, and is also connected with

Macungie Lodge, I. O. O. F., of Fogelsville, this

state, and Lehigh Encampment. He stands high

in the order of Red Men of America, and is

a contributing member of the Liberty Fire Com-
pany.

September 27, 1885, Dr. Otto and Miss- Ida

Kramlich were united in marriage. The lady was

the daughter of Charles and Sally (Kuhns) Kram-
lich, of Berks County, this state, and by her union

with our subject has become the mother of one

child, Bessie May. Dr. and Mrs. Otto are mem-
bers in good standing of Salem Reformed Church,

and are actively interested in church work. They
occupy a good residence at No. 404 North Seventh

Street, and rank among the best residents of the

city.

PROF. WILLIAM W. CO'riTNGHAM. No
one can be more deserving of representa-

tion in a volume of a biographical nature

than those who are devoting their attention to the

guiding of the young and the cultivation of their

minds and morals. The pleasure ordinarily expe-

rienced under such circumstances is in this in-

stance enhanced by the fact that Professor Got-

tingham is one of the oldest and most successful

educators in Pennsylvania. Throughout the entire

extent of the United States there are very few who
have had charge of the schools of one city for so

long a period as has he, and his connection with the

schools of Easton has been both long and honora-

ble. During the years that have passed since first

he came to this city, he has witnessed wonderful

improvements in its commercial, architectural and
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civic affairs, but in no line has greater progress

been made than in that of education, and the higli

rank gained by the schools of Easton among others

of the state is due principally to his intelligent and

untiring efforts in their behalf.

At the time of the arrival of Professor Cotting-

ham in Easton in 1853, no public money had been

expended for school buildings, but since then there

has been erected, on an average, one every four

years. The first of these was built in 1854, upon

Seventh Street; then another was erected on Second

Street, and a third on Seventh Street. The latter

was in 1892 vacated and sold. Afterward were

erected the Taylor, Lafayette, Centennial, Frank-

lin, Monroe and Cottingham. In 1893 the high

school building was erected. These structures are

complete in their appointments, and furnished in

a manner conducive to the comfort of the children

and the convenience of the teacher.

Born in the city where he now resides, the natal

day of our subject was December 6, 1824. The

family is of English origin, and has for several

generations been represented in Maryland, where

our subject's father, Robert, and grandfather, John,

were born. The former came to Easton in early

manhood, settling here about 1820, and opening a

dry-goods store on Northampton Street. Later he

removed his establishment to Third Street, where

he continued in business until his death. His

wife, whose maiden name was Sophia White, was

born in Easton, being the daughter of William

White, who came from New Jersey to Easton in

an early day, and conducted the Easton Hotel, lo-

cated on the public square. Great-grandfather

White was of English birth, but emigrated in early

life to America.

The parental family consisted of nine children,

seven of whom are living. William W., who is

the next to the eldest of the family, was reared in

Easton, and received good educational advantages,

attending Lafayette College, from which he was

graduated in 1848 with the degree of Bachelor of

Arts. The degree of Master of Arts was also con-

ferred upon him. He spent one year in Lafayette

College as tutor, after which he entered Princeton

College, spending two years in that institution.

After a short time in the Haddonfield (N. J.)

Academy, he returned to Lafayette College, where

he spent one term. In 1853 he was chosen Su-

perintendent of the schools of Easton, which po-

sition he has held continuously to the present time.

Upon accepting his present position, Professor

Cottingham knew nothing of the school, but he

soon found that it needed entire re-organization.

He began the work, gradually introducing new

improvements and promoting the grade of scholar-

ship until the work was upon a substantial basis.

Under his thorough and capable supervision, the

sixty-three teachers discharge the work of the

sixty different departments with skill, tact and suc-

cess. Some time ago he secured four scholarships

in Lafayette College, and each year one of these is

given to the boy who wins the highest scholar-

ship in the high school course. The matter is in

charge of the Board of Education, and in this way

many youths have been enabled to prosecute their

studies at the higher institution of learning.

The high school course is in many respects an

ideal one. It includes thorough instruction in

higher mathematics, English and classics, together

with a business course, and a course preparatory

to college. Musical instruction is given in all the

schools, and books and other necessary material

are furnished the pupils without cost to them. The

library, secured through the efforts of Professor

Cottingham from the original corporation, is ad-

mirably adapted to the needs of girls and boys. In

addition to his other duties, he was also Secretary

of the School Board for twenty years.

The marriage of Professor Cottingham occurred

in 1855, and united him with Miss Louisa C,

daughter of John Abel, formerly in the confec-

'tionery business in Easton. Since his death the

business has been continued by his wife. Four

children comprise the family of Professor and Mrs.

Cottingham, namely: Mrs. Laura S. Morrison, of

Kansas City, Mo.; Mrs. Annie W. Talmage, of St.

Louis; Mrs. Jennie B. Vories, of Memphis, Tenn.;

and W. W. Cottingham, Jr., of Memphis, Tenn.

The children are graduates of the high school, and

are well educated and cultured, fitted to adorn

the highest station in life.

Socially Professor Cottingham is a Mason, and

for twenty-seven years has been Secretary of Dal-
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las Lodge No. 396; he also belongs to Royal Arch

Chapter No. 172, Hugh DePayen's Comma ndery

No. 19, K. T., and affiliates with the Order of

American Mechanics. In religious belief he is a

Presbyterian, belonging to the First Church of

Easton. In the various local and state teachers'

conventions he has been an important factor,

serving as President of the state convention held in

Harrisburg, and in many other ways promoting the

success of the work in which he is so deeply in-

terested.

MARCUS C. L. KLINE is one of Allen-

town's prominent lawyers, who at the

Bar has gained success and won a high

reputation for his skill and ability. He was born

in Salisbury Township, Lehigh County, March 26,

1855, and is a son of Edwin and Elemina (Seider)

Kline. His father, Lawrence, was also a native of

this county, as were his parents, Lawrence and

Lydia Kline. The family is of German origin, but

was founded in America more than one hundred

and fifty years ago. During a long period its rep-

resentatives lived in the Keystone State, and have

been prominent in local affairs. The mother of

our subject was also of German lineage.

Marcus Kline spent his early boyhood days on

the old homestead and attended the district schools

of the neighborhood, where he laid the foundation

for a practical education. He then entered Muh-
lenberg College, from which he was graduated in

the Class of '74, at the age of nineteen years.

With an earnest desire to follow the legal profes-

sion and make the practice of law his life work, he

entered the office of Judge Edwin Albright, with

whom he continued his studies for two years, when,

in June, 1876, he was admitted to the Bar. He at

once entered upon practice, and has since devoted

his time and attention to a general law business.

He is an able advocate, who makes a close study of

each case on which he is retained as counsel, and

therefore, as a result of his preparation, his argu-

ments are logical and convincing and win him

success.

October 4, 1881, Mr. Kline wedded Miss Clara

M. Keller, daughter of Samuel Keller, of Allen-

town. By their union have been born two chil-

dren, Edwin Keller and Althea Lucile. The fam-

ily is one well known in the community.

Socially Mr. Kline is connected with Barger

Lodge, F. & A. M. In 1877 he was elected

City Solicitor, which position he filled for two

years. In 1880 he was appointed Sheriff's Solic-

itor by Gov. George Bower, and filled that posi-

tion for three years. In 1886 he was elected Dis-

trict Attorney, and discharged the duties of that

office for three years with credit to himself and sat-

isfaction to his constituents. In 1890 he was again

appointed Sheriff's Solicitor, and continued in that

office until the spring of 1893. In his political

affiliations be is a Democrat and takes a warm in-

terest in the growth and success of his party. He

has frequently served as a delegate to its conven-

tions, and was an alternate to the National Con-

vention in Chicago which nominated Grover

Cleveland for the presidency. Mr. Kline is widely

known, not only in Lehigh County, but throughout

the state, as a lawyer and politician of prominence.

He has worked his way upward, not through influ-

ence, but by merit and earnest effort, and his

record is one of which he may be justly proud.

^^>*<-I=

JOHN DINAN, who is prominent in local pol-

itics, being a stanch supporter of the Demo-

cratic party, is a Councilman in South Beth-

lehem. He is one of the oldest employes of

the Lehigh Valley Railroad, and now occupies the

position of Supervisor of the Pottsville Division.

A native of County Clare, Ireland, our subject

was born in 1833 or 1834, being one of ten children,

whose parents were Patrick and Margaret (Dulla-

hanty) Dinan. They were both natives of Ireland,

and there the father, who during life followed agri-

cultural pursuits, departed this life. His wife came

to America with her children, and her death oc-

curred in South Bethlehem. All but one of her

seven sons and three daughters arc still living,

three of her sons being residents of Bethlehem, and

four sons living near Wilkes Barre.

John Dinan, who is next to the eldest of his

parents' children, passed his boyhood on bis fa-





MORRIS h. KAUFFMAN.



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 699

ther's farm, and when sixteen years of age, in

1850, set sail from Liverpool on the "Isaac Wright,'

'

and after six weeks and two days on the Atlantic

landed in New York City. He found himself in

the New World with only two shillings and six-

pence in his pocket, and without friends or ac-

quaintances. Going to Jersey City, he obtained

employment on the Central Railroad, working in

the construction department until the road was

finished. Two weeks later he went with a corps

of engineers to help locate and aid in the construc-

tion of the Belvidere Railroad, and he continued

in that line until the completion of the road.

Samuel Logan, a friend, who was employed with

the Lehigh Valley Road, then asked him to take

charge of the gang of men on the section between

Bethlehem and Redington. This was April 11,

1856, and taking the place, he continued as fore-

man until 1875, when, in March, he was made As-

sistant Roadmaster of the Lehigh Division, with

headquarters at Laury's, having also in his charge

the supplies of that division. Faithfully remain-

ing in that position until June, 1893, Mr. Dinan

was then given a similar post at Packerton, which

he held for one year. June 1, 1894, he was ap-

pointed to his present position as Supervisor of

the Pottsville Division of the Lehigh Valley Rail-

road, this branch extending from Lizard Creek

Junction to Blackwood, and a small line running

from Yarke Farm. The headquarters of Mr. Dinan

are at Lizard Creek Junction, though he makes

his home at No. 230 Third Street, Bethlehem.

In 1855 John Dinan was married in Easton

to Miss Julia Mangan, who was born in Ireland,

and was brought in infancy to Easton. To our

subject and wife have been born eight sons and

three daughters: Thomas, who is Postmaster of

East Mauch Chunk; James, who is foreman on a

gravel train on the Lehigh Valley Road; William,

signal foreman; Michael, who is a machinist in the

shops of the Bethlehem Iron Company; Eward,

attending Lehigh University; Joseph, Raymond

and Leo, who are at home; Julia, Mrs. McDaniel,

and Annie, Mrs. Govern, both residents of South

Bethlehem; and Emily, who is at home.

When the church of the Holy Infancy was

erected Mr. Dinan was active in its support, and

29

to this he and his family belong. For two years

he was a member of the South Bethlehem Coun-

cil from the Third Ward, and is now Chairman of

the Fire Committee, also on the Street and other

committees. Many times he has served as a dele-

gate to the Democratic county a«d«state conven-

tions, and he has also been a member of the Coun-

ty Democratic Standing Committee.

MAJ. MORRIS L. KAUFFMAN, who is

recognized as one of the ablest lawyers

of Pennsylvania, is a member of the Bar

of Allentown, where for a number of years he has

been engaged in legal practice with success. He

was born in this city on the 11th of June, 1848,

and comes of an old family of the Keystone State.

His father, Franklin E. Kauffman, was also a na-

tive of Allentown, and for many years engaged in

the real-estate business in this place.

The early education of our subject was acquired

in the Allentown Academy. Later he was gradu-

ated from the Highland Military Academy of Mas-

sachusetts, also from the Hudson River Institute

and^Claverack College of New York. With the

desire to make the practice of law his life work, he

began fitting himself for the profession in the law

office of Hon. Robert E. Wright, Sr., and was ad-

mitted to the Bar in Lehigh County on the 4th of

April, 1870.

Since then Mr. Kauffman has been engaged con-

tinuously in legal practice, and has steadily worked

his way upward, until he now occupies an enviable

position as an attorney. In former years he also

engaged extensively in real-estate dealings, but

during the past decade the greater part of his at-

tention has been devoted to legal practice. He

has aided materially in the growth of new indus-

tries, and was one of the original committee sent

to Paterson to induce the Phoenix Manufacturing

Company to locate its silk mill, the "Adelaide,"

at Allentown. It was his individual check of $1,-

500 given before any money was subscribed by the

citizens as a pledge of their good faith that secured

the signing of the contract. It was also largely
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through his instrumentality that the Iowa Barb

Wire Company and the Allentown Spinning Com-

pany located in this city. He is a Director in the

Allentown Gas Company, the Allentown Spinning

Company, the Bethlehem Silk Company, and for a

number of years,- was a Director in the Allentown

National Bank.

Among the other enterprises in which Mr. Kauff-

man is interested may be mentioned the Allen-

town Steam Heating and Power Company, of which

he is Treasurer, and the Lehigh Valley Trust an d

Safe Deposit Company, of which he is trust officer.

He was one of the promoters and Directors of the

Lehigh Valley Traction Company, and afterward

was associated with the parties who were instru-

mental in consolidating its rival, the Allentown &
Bethlehem Rapid Transit Company, and its under-

lying corporations, with the Traction Company.

Besides his connection with other business enter-

prises, he is Director in the following corporations:

Allentown & Lehigh Valley Traction Company,

Lehigh Valley Traction Company, Bethlehem &
Allentown Street Railway Company, Bethlehem &
South Bethlehem Electric Railway Company, Al-

lentown Passenger Railway Company, Manhattan

Park and Hotel Company, and the Catasauqua &
Northern Electric Railway Company.

For many years Mr. Kauffman has been active

in the Republican party, and is one of its most in-

fluential members in this part of the state. His

counsel has frequently been sought by its leaders,

and he has done a large amount of work to ad-

vance its interests. He is an easy, graceful and
logical speaker, and by his strong and cogent rea-

soning makes his principles and personality felt,

whether it be at the hustings or before a court or

jury. He has served as Councilman, but has other-

wise refused to accept office. While in Europe,
however, he was nominated by the Republican
State Committee of 1891 as a delegate to the pro-

posed constitutional convention.

In military affairs Mr. Kauffman has also taken

considerable interest. He was commissioned by
Governor Hoyt as Paymaster and Inspector of the
Fourth Regiment, N. G. P., with the rank of Cap-
tain, and afterward as Aide-de-Camp to Gen. J. F.

Hartranft, Division Commander of the National

Guards of Pennsylvania, with the rank of Major.

Socially he belongs to the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows and the Masonic fraternity, being a

Past Eminent Commander of Allen Commandery

No. 20, K. T. He was the second President of the

Livingston Club of Allentown, which is one of

the finest in the state outside of Philadelphia.

In October, 1875, Mr. Kauffman married Miss

Arabelle, daughter of Stephen Balliet, formerly

one of the most prominent iron-ore and furnace

operators in the Lehigh Valley. The family is de-

scended from French Huguenots, who settled in

this country prior to the Revolutionary War. Mrs.

Kauffman belongs to the Order of the Daughters

of the Revolution. By her union with our sub-

ject have been born two daughters, Leila M. and

Adele B. Mr. Kauffman is certainly a public-spir-

ited and progressive citizen, and his efforts have

aided not a little in the promotion of the best in-

terests of Allentown. He well deserves represen-

tation in this volume, and with pleasure we pre-

sent to our readers this record of his life.

R PETER STECKEL is one of the progress-

ive and prominent business men of Allen,

town, and the interests with which he is

connected add greatly to the prosperity and enter-

prise of the city. He was born in Catasauqua, Le-

high County, Pa., September 15, 1849, and is a son

of Robert Steckel, a native of South Whitehall

Township, Lehigh County. The father was a

farmer and followed that pursuit during the greater

part of his life. In 1874, however, he abandoned

agricultural pursuits and removed to Allentown,

where he entered the hardware business, with which

he was connected for several years as a member of

the firm of M. S. Young <fe Co. His death occurred

in September, 1886, in the sixty-third year of his

age. He was a successful business man, and as the

result of his sagacity and well directed efforts won

a handsome competence. He was a prominent cit-

izen, and in 1873-74 represented his district in the

State Legislature, having been elected on the Dera-
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ocratic ticket. With Zion's Reformed Church he

held membership and to its support contributed

liberally. He was one of the building committee

at the time the present fine house of worship was

erected. The best interests of the community ever

found in him a friend, and at his death the county

lost a valued citizen.

The mother of our subject bore the maiden name

of Hannah Frederick. She was also born in South

"Whitehall Township, and was a daughter of George

Frederick, of Catasauqua. A devoted Christian

lady, her life was full of good deeds, and all who
knew her held her in the highest regard for her

sterling worth and many excellences of character.

The paternal grandfather of our subject, Peter

Steckel, was also born in Lehigh County, and was

one of the pioneer settlers of this section of the

Keystone State.

Under the parental roof Mr. Steckel of this sketch

was reared to manhood, received a good education,

and was trained to habits of industry and enter-

prise. With the family he came to Allentown, and

upon his father's death succeeded to his interest in

the hardware business as a member of the firm of

M. S. Young & Co. For several years he carried

on operations along that line, and the store re-

ceived a liberal patronage, but on the 1st of June,

1893, he sold out. Since that time he has devoted

the greater part of his attention to the banking busi-

ness and to agricultural interests. He owns a most

excellent farm of one hundred and sixty-one acres,

under a high state of cultivation, and has it well

stocked with a high grade of mules and cattle,

making a specialty of the breeding of that stock.

Upon his place is a fine barn, a good dwelling, all

necessary outbuildings and the other improvements

which are found upon a model farm of the nine-

teenth century. For the past five years Mr. Steckel

has also been a Director in the Allentown National

Bank. He i&a man of good judgment, whose con-

clusions are the result of earnest and careful de-

liberation.

In 1874 Mr. Steckel was united in marriage with

Miss Rebecca A., daughter of Charles Henneger, of

South Whitehall. Their union has been blessed

with one daughter, Esther A. Their home is a fine

brick residence at No. 239 North Seventh Street,

and in it hospitality reigns supreme. The parents

are both members of St. John's Lutheran Church,
and in social circles they hold a prominent position.

In his political views Mr. Steckel is a stanch Dem-
ocrat. He has been a member of the Select Council

for the past four years, as representative from the

Fifth Ward, and his present term will not expire

until 1896. He takes quite an active part in po-

litical affairs, and is a worthy exponent of the

principles of Democracy. He is a careful business

man, and the prosperity which has come to him is

largely the reward of his own labors.

<rpr MANDES BOYER, Chief Engineer in

/—\ charge of the Catasauqua Electric Light

and Power Works, is a native of this state,

and was born in Bucks County, August 11, 1862.

His father, George Boyer, was also a native of

Bucks County, and up to 1891 followed his trade

Of a pattern-maker.

The father of our subject in 1863 located in this

place, being engaged by the Crane Iron Company.

Later he entered the employ of the Thomas Iron

Company in the capacity of pattern-maker, and is

now fireman of the Electric Light Works. His

wife, Mrs. Aurilla (Wenholt) Boyer, was born in

Bucks County, this state, and was the daughter of

Thomas Wenholt, a prominent farmer in that lo-

cality. The parents are both members of St. Paul's

Lutheran Church, in which they are active mem-

bers.

Of the five children who are still living, Am-
andes of this sketch is the eldest. He has spent

his entire life in this city, and received his educa-

tion in the common and high schools. When a

lad of sixteen years he was apprenticed to learn

the machinist's trade in the shop of Dayies &
Thomas. After mastering the trade he continued

to work for that firm until September, 1890, when

he was called upon to aid in the building of the

engines of the Electric Light and Power Company,

with whom he was given the position of Chief

Engineer. The shops contain three engines, with

a combined two-hundred-and-forty-horse power,



702 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

and have six dynamos. They manufacture both

the are and incandescent light, and the company in-

tend adding two engines which will enable them

to erect in the city two thousand more lights.

Mr. Boyer was united in marriage in Allentown,

in 1885, with Miss Mary Young, a native of this

county. Their union has been blessed by the birth

of two children: Melinda, who died when two

years of age; and Edward G. In religious affairs

Mr. Boyer is a member of St. Paul's Lutheran

Church, in which he held the office of Deacon for

three years. With his family he occupies a beau-

tiful residence on Mulberry Street, where they en-

tertain a host of warm friends. Politically he is

independent, reserving his right to vote for the

best man, regardless of party lines. He is a skill-

ful machinist, and as a man is genial and courte-

ous, and by his straightforward honesty has won
the confidence of the people.

JUDGE HOWARD J. REEDER is. one of the

most prominent and worthy citizens of East-

on. In political and professional circles he

ranks very high, and is one of the most popular
gentlemen in this city, on account of his many en-

gaging social qualities. He is an active and leading

Republican, having served in official capacities with
fidelity, and to the satisfaction of all concerned.

Judge Reeder was born in Easton, in December,
1843, and is next to the youngest son of the War
Governor, Andrew H. Reeder. The latter was
prominently identified with the side of freedom in

Kansas during the troublous times prior to the war,
and his history in detail is given in another por-
tion of this work. Judge Reeder was reared in this,

the city of his birth, and received the advantages
of private and higher boarding-schools until 1860.
That year he entered the Sophomore class at
Princeton College, and in October, 1861, left his
studies in the Junior year to devote his services
to the cause of liberty. He enlisted in Company
A, First United States Infantry, being made Sec-
ond Lieutenant, and was sent to the. coast of Flor-

ida, and later to Missouri. Under the command
of General Pope he took part in the battles of New
Madrid and Island No. 10, being wounded at the

former place. Returning home, he resigned in

July, 1862, but as soon as he was able re-enlisted,

during the invasion of Pennsylvania the same

year. He went out as Adjutant of the One Hun-
dred and Fifty-third Pennsylvania Regiment, and

was Captain of Company G. With his command
he participated in the battles of Chancellorsville

and Gettysburg, leading his company at both of

those very noted and important engagements,

though he was then only a youth of nineteen years.

His military service, considering that fact, was val-

iant and heroic to a remarkable degree. He was

always to be depended upon by bis superiors, and

manifested great ability, both in the control of

his men and in spirited and intelligent maneuvers.

On his return to Easton Judge Reeder began the

study of law, taking a course in the Harvard Law
School in Cambridge, Mass., graduating in 1865

with the degree of Bachelor of Laws. He was ad-

mitted to the Pennsylvania Bar in January, 1867,

after which he engaged in practice for about four

years, and then became a partner with Gen. Frank
Reeder. In the spring of 1881 he was appointed

to serve for one year as Judge in several courts of

the Third Judicial District, being appointed by
Governor Hoyt to fill a vacancy caused by the

passing of the bill creating an additional Judge in

the Third Judicial District. When his time had

expired he returned to his general law practice, in

which he was occupied until January, 1885. In

the fall of 1884 he was elected to serve as Judge,

his duties to begin in April, 1885. This was a

splendid victory for the j'oung man, as he was the

only Republican elected on the ticket. He received

eleven hundred votes, though the Democratic ma-

jority was about thirty-five thousand.

In his early manhood Judge Reeder served as a

Councilman for twelve or thirteen years, ably ad-

vancing the best interests of his fellow-citizens.

In 1872 he was appointed by Governor Hartranft

on the first Fish Commission of Pennsylvania, and

continued to serve on the same for the succeeding

ten years, resigning in order to become Judge. It

consisted of three members, who did the prelimin-
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ary work and settled and organized the hatcheries

in different parts of the state. Judge Reeder was

very active in this work, drafted the bills, wrote

the reports, and much through his influence the

Bill for Appropriations was carried in the Legis-

lature. When the state convention met in 1872,

in which Governor Hartranft was nominated,

Judge Reeder was chairman of the meeting, which

was one of the largest ever held in Pennsylvania.

In 1876 he was sent as a delegate to the national

convention at Cincinnati, where Hayes was nomi-

nated, and four years later went to the Chicago

National Convention which nominated Garfield.

In this city, in 1867, Judge Reeder married Helen

Burke, who was born in this city and here received

her education. Mrs. Reeder is a daughter of the late

William Burke, who was a native of Easton, and

one of the old settlers and well known citizens of

the place. A daughter and.son Tiave been born to

Judge Reeder and his estimable wife, their names

iu order of birth being Leila and J. Knight. Mrs.

Reeder and her family are members of the Episco-

pal Church, and move in the best and most cul-

tured social circles of the city.

Judge Reeder is a Grand Army man, belonging

to Bell Post, of which he was the first Commander,

and is now a member of Grand Army Post No.

2, of Philadelphia. In 1871 he was Commander

of the Department of Pennsylvania. While serv-

ing on the City Council he was President of that

organization for several years.

JAMES YOUNG, ex-Sheriff of Northampton

County, is a dealer in coal at Easton. He is

also interested in the Northampton Hard Coal

and Slate Quarries, being President of a com-

pany which operates mines in Plainfield Town-

ship affording employment to upward of forty

men. For thirteen years Mr. Young was a mem-

ber of the Council in South Easton, and under

President Johnson's administration was Postmaster

at that point.

- A son of Boyd and Jane (McColm) Young, Mr.

Young was born January 8, 1830, in County An-
trim, Ireland. His father, a native of the same
county, engaged in farming there until 1838, when
with his wife and five children he came to this

country. Settling in South Easton, he rose to the

position of foreman in the Steward Iron Company.
His death occurred in January, 1881, at the age of

eighty years, but his wife departed this life when
she was only fifty-seven years of age. In politics

Mr. Young was a Democrat, and in religion was

connected with the Presbyterian Church. In his

family of eight children our subject is the eldest,

and the others are as follows: Gamble, William,

Sarah, Eliza, Rose, Thomas and John. Rose died

in maidenhood, and William and Thomas are resi-

dents of New York City, while the others have

their home in South Easton.

James Young received common-school advant-

ages in South Easton. He early set to work to

make his own livelihood in the nail and wire mills

of Steward & Co. He was for some eighteen years

thus employed, and in that time gave good sat-

isfaction to his superiors. At the end of that

time he became proprietor of the Union Hotel of

South Easton, which he managed for twenty-one

years. In 1877 he was elected Sheriff of North-

ampton County, in which capacity he served for

three years. In 1881 he went into the coal busi-

ness with F. L. Terry, and after a partnership of

five years our subject bought out Mr. Terry's in-

terest. He has since continued business on his own

account, and has a large trade in coal, wood, blast-

ing-powder, etc.

In educational affairs Mr. Young has always

taken an intelligent part, and for one term served

as a member of the School Board and five terms as

Councilman. Fraternally he is identified with

Easton Lodge No. 152, F. & A. M.; Hugh DePayen

Commander}- No. 19, K. T., and with Lehighton

Lodge No. 44, 1. 0. 0. F. Politically he is a Dem-

ocrat. In his religious faith he adheres to the

Presbyterian denomination, to which his father

and grandfather also belonged.

In 1854 Mr. Young married Miss Mary E. Moyer,

who bore him three children. William, the eldest,

is a clerk in the employ of the Chicago, Burlington

& Quincy Railroad, and is a resident of Crescent,
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Iowa; Edward died at the age of nineteen years;

and Sarah Jane keeps house for her father. Mrs.

Young was called to her final rest in May, 1892, at

the age of fifty-six years.

^~^HARLES NICHOLAS MILLER, who is in-

\5\y timately connected with a number of the

most important industries of Bangor, and

is also well and favorably known throughout

Northampton County, was born in Baltimore, Md.,

December 2, 1857, and in the city of his birth re-

ceived a good education, thereby becoming fitted

for the active discharge of his duties as a business

man and loyal citizen. Upon leaving school he

secured a position as clerk in a grocery store, where

he remained for two years. However, he was not

satisfied to continue in that place, and, saving his

earnings, was soon enabled to engage in business

for himself. His first venture was in the feed

and flour business, which he conducted for two

years.

Mr. Miller dates his connection with railroading

from the year 1879, when he secured a position as

time-keeper on the Bangor & Portland Railroad,

remaining in that capacity for one year. He was

then promoted, becoming General Agent of the

road at Bangor. Subsequently he was again

promoted, and in the year 1886 became General

Freight and Passenger Agent of the railroad at

this point, in which position he has since been en-

gaged. Meantime he has become interested in

other important enterprises that have proved re-

munerative to himself and of the highest value to

his fellow-citizens. At the present time he is

Treasurer of the Slate Belt Electric Railroad from
East Bangor to Wind Gap, a distance of ten miles.

He is also Secretary of the United States Slate

Company of Bangor, and Vice-President of the

Merchants' Bank. For some time he has been a

stockholder in the American Bangor, Bangor Union
and Albion Quarries, the first two located near

Bangor, the Albion being in Pen Argyl.

As a Republican, Mr. Miller takes a warm inter-

est in political affairs, and, while not an aspirant

for political honors, may nevertheless always be

relied upon to discharge his duties as an intelli-

gent, liberal and progressive citizen. As School

Director he has been instrumental in promoting

the standard of scholarship and enhancing the

value of the public schools. He is officiating as

President of the Republican Club of Bangor, an

organization which is especially active during

local and national campaigns. All movements for

public improvements receive his co-operation and

assistance. He is a regular attendant at the serv-

ices of the Lutheran Church and a liberal con-

tributor to its support. Socially he is a member

of the Royal Arcanum, belonging to Slate Council

No. 726.

On the 17th of December, 1885, occurred the

marriage of Charles N. Miller and Anna C, daugh-

ter of Daniel Brown, of Nazareth, Pa. Three chil-

dren bless the home, namely: Lucy B., who was

born October 5, 1886; Daniel J., January 27, 1888;

and Carl N., October 31, 1893.

BENJAMIN RUSH FIELD, M. D.,is a mem-

ber of a family that has gained eminence

in both England and America, and by his

rare mental endowments has added lustre to the

honored name he bears. Not only is he one of the

most influential citizens of Easton, which he has

served efficiently as Mayor, but he is also well

known in the world of letters, and as an author

has gained wide distinction. A man of versatile

talents, his readings cover a wide range of litera-

ture—medical, scientific, historical and poetical.

In his profession it has been his aim to keep in

touch with the developments and discoveries of

modern times.

Of one so gifted by nature and honored by men,

the reader will be pleased to learn, and we there-

fore present, though briefly and imperfectly, an out-

line of the events that have given shape and char-

acter to his career. The family originated in

England, and his ancestors for several generations

were members of the medical profession, in which



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 705

their abilities gained them pre-eminence. One was

a graduate of the University of London, another a

student of Sir Astley Cooper, and others gained

distinction in their localities as men of broad

knowledge and deep medical research.

The parents of Dr. Field were Dr. Cridland

Crocker and Susau (Freeman) Field. The former

was born February 18, 1817, on board the ship

"Ann," on her arrival from England, within the

bounds of Queens County, N. Y. In his name was

incorporated that of Captain Crocker, who com-

manded the vessel, and who covered him with

the American flag. The family settled in Phila-

delphia, then made a short sojourn in Plainfleld,

Northampton County, and later returned to the

Quaker City, where the lad was the recipient of ex-

cellent educational advantages. Upon completing

his literary studies he entered the office of Dr.

William E. Horner, at one time Professor of Anat-

omy in the University of Pennsylvania, and well

known in medical circles as the author of " Horn-

er's Anatomy."

After some time under the tutelage of this pre-

ceptor, the young student entered the University

of Pennsylvania, from which he was graduated

with honor in 1837. The following year he came

to Northampton County, and opened an office at

Bethlehem, where the same year he married Miss

Susan, the daughter of Jacob and Susan Freeman.

After a short time in Bethlehem he came to Easton,

where he practiced his profession almost uninter-

ruptedly for fifty years. By natural qualifica-

tions and training he was admirably adapted for

his chosen occupation. A man of keen insight

and shrewd discernment, he was equally skilled in

the diagnosis of difficult diseases and in their treat-

ment. Especially in the field of surgery did he

gain an enviable reputation. Such was his success

that he was frequently called to remote points for

consultation, and few physicians in this part of the

state have become as widely known as he. As he

advanced in years, and approached a time of life

when most men would relinquish active labors, he

retained the energy and youthful spirit that had

characterized him in life's prime. Nor did he al-

low himself to fall behind in the onward march of

the .profession. Business nor social pleasures took

him from its study, and he was a thoughtful and

intelligent reader of the foremost medical journals

of his day.

Notwithstanding his large practice, Dr. Field

never turned a deaf ear to the appeals of the poor

and destitute, who ever had in him a generous,

self-sacrificing friend. He accepted calls from

those from whom there could be no hope of pecu-

niary recompense. His books bear evidence of a

sum equal to a fortune uncollected from the poor.

He performed many notable and difficult opera-

tions, a large number of which were performed on

the neck; several times he removed tumors that

had entirely encompassed the carotid artery. One

of his achievements, which to himself was as satis-

factory as any he ever performed, was the removal

of a shawl pin from the windpipe of a little girl in

South Easton. For eleven days she had been ap-

parently at death's door, and no one would at-

tempt the operation. He was called in, and suc-

ceeded in removing the pin. This is but one

instance of many in which he was enabled by his

skill to accomplish successfully operations from

which other physicians shrank.

When Dr. Field came to Easton there was no

doctor between this city and Nazareth on the one

hand, and on the other none between this point and

Bethlehem. There were but two between Easton and

Lehigh Gap. Improvements were few and roads

were circuitous. Philipsburg was unsettled farm

land, and South Easton contained very few houses.

Through the long period of his connection with

the history of Easton, he witnessed its wonderful

development and rapid growth, and was an im-

portant factor in securing its progress. A man of

genial presence and courteous manners, his death
;

December 3, 1886, was widely mourned by his pa-

tients, his neighbors and the many friends whom

he had drawn to him through the long period of

his residence here. He was a member of the first

Odd Fellows' society in Easton, and was its first

Noble Grand. He was also identified with the

Masonic fraternity, and was buried with Masonic

honors. Surviving him were the following-named

sons and daughters: William Gibson, of Brooklyn,

N. Y.; Mrs. Emma Amidon, wife of Dr.R. W. Ami-

don, of New York .City; Mrs. Belle Carryl, wife of
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Henry D, Carryl, of New York City; and Dr. G. B.

Wood and Dr. B. Rush, who are practicing medi-

cine in Easton.

The subject of this sketch was born in Easton,

Pa., November 3, 1861. In youth he received the

best advantages the state afforded. After passing

through the public schools of his native city he

attended Lafayette College, and in 1883 he was

graduated from the medical department of the

University of Pennsylvania, since which time he

has been associated with his brother in active

practice at Easton. In 1890, through his efforts,

the Easton Medical Society was organized, and of

it he has since been Secretary. For three years

he served as Physician for the County Coroner,

and in 1886-87 was Physician for the County

Prison.

As a Democrat Dr. Field has been active in poli-

tics. In 1890 he was chosen to represent the

Fourth Ward in the Common Council, of which

he was President for three years. In February,

1893, he was elected Mayor of Easton for a term

of three years, in which capacity he has been in-

strumental in securing many needed municipal

improvements. His election proved, better than

mere words could do, his popularity with the peo-

ple. His Republican opponent was the most pop-

ular man of his party in the city, and, to make the

contest even more uncertain, there was a factional

fight among the Democrats, some of whom united

with the Republicans. His election showed the

high regard in which he is held.

Although prominent in many ways, it is, per-

haps, as an author that Dr. Field will be longest

remembered. In 1884 he published " Medical

Thoughts of Shakespeare," a second edition of

which was run the following year. In 1887 he

published a work entitled, " Wine, Women and
Song of Shakespeare and Byron," which was at

once recognized as a work of great merit, and was
accorded a place in the libraries of the foremost

universities. In 1889 the New York Shakespeare
Society published his " Volume V, Bankside Edi-
tions of Shakespeare," which is regarded, as author-

itative. His frequent contributions to "Shake-
speariana" show his great familiarity with the

works of that immortal writer, as well as his own

critical and cultured tastes. He is a member, and

for the past seven years has served as librarian, of

the New York Shakespeare Society. By those who

have read his writings it is said that as an author

he has ventured into new fields, even with the old

standard writers. In the domain of literature he

is a profound thinker and a man whose erudition

has gained attention and respect.

€& ^».«. -..

WE. ZEARFAUS. The name with which

we head this biography needs no intro-

duction, the owner being well known

as the leading merchant tailor in South Bethlehem.

He has been the architect of his own fortune, work-

ing his way up from an humble position in life to

be one of the prominent business men of the city,

by whom he is accorded an honored place in their

midst.

Our subject was born in Northampton County,

July 18, 1869, and is the son of W. K. and Eliza-

beth (Stone) Zearfaus, the former a native of Penn-

sylvania, and the mother a native of the above

county. She is now deceased, passing away in

1884, at the home of her daughter, Mrs. C. Long, in

West Bethlehem. W. E. was the youngest in the

parental familj- of six children, and when only eight

years of age was thrown upon his own resources.

He came to Bethlehem and for four years clerked

in the store of Alfred Beidleman. When thir-

teen years old he apprenticed himself to learn the

trade of a tailor under the instruction of William

Nickum & Son, with whom he remained for three

years, or until fully mastering the business. Young

Zearfaus then went to Philadelphia and engaged

to work in the shop of John Boringer, of that city,

until offered the position of cutter for L. M. Becky.

September 1, 1892, Mr. Zearfaus came to Beth-

lehem and opened a merchant-tailoring establish-

ment in the postoffice building, where by fair and

honest dealing and strict attention paid to the de-

tails of business, he has worked himself up to the

top round of the ladder and now commands the

largest trade in the city. He carries nothing but

the latest patterns in materials, and also has in his
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store a large and varied stock of men's furnish-

ing goods, which he retails at a reasonable price.

His establishment is 28x80 feet in dimensions, with

fine large plate glass windows, wherein Mr. Zear-

faus displays his goods to the best advantage. He
gives employment to twenty-two hands, which fact

speaks more plainly than words of the extent of

his trade.

Our subject was married in the Quaker City in

1891 to Miss Blanche Dugan, a native of that city.

Their union has resulted in the birth of two chil-

dren, Raymond and Russell. Both our subject

and his estimable wife are members in good stand-

ing of the Episcopal Church. The former is a stock-

holder in the building and loan association and is

respected as a citizen and solid business man of

South Bethlehem.

r^V R. J. P. SCHOLL. The name of this prom-

I I inent and respected citizen of Bethlehem,

Pa., is indissolubly associated with the his-

tory of the Old Bangor Slate Company, of which he

was the old founder and the first President. The

property on which the quarry is situated at Brush

Creek, Northampton County, was purchased by him

and Samuel Straub from Phillip LaBarre in 1886,

and in April of the following year they and a few

of their friends who had associated with them

were incorporated with a capital stock of $150,-

000. He became the President, and continued at

its head for twenty years, until three-fifths of the

property was sold to a party of gentlemen from

Philadelphia in the railroad interests.

The enterprise was then re-organized and incor-

porated as the Old Bangor Slate Company, capital

$250,000. To his judicious and careful manage-

ment the success of the enterprise was largely due.

He was strenuously urged to continue to be the

head of the management, but as he was overworked

in business and past the prime of life, he deemed

it prudent to decline. However, he still continues

to serve as Director. Upon his resignation, F. C.

Yarnall, of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Com-

pany, became the acting President, and continued
so until his death, in 1890.

The Old Bangor Slate Company was a success from
the beginning, and is now the largest quarry in

the country. Its products are principally roofing

slates of the very best quality. It also produces
large quantities of school slates, which are manu-
factured for use at Bangor by the Hyatt School
Slate Company.

When Dr. Scholl commenced operating at this

quarry, there were a tavern and a small cluster of

houses near the quarry, called Uttsville. As there

was no postoffice he proposed to the people that he

would get an office established there and name the

town after the quarry. This was agreed to and

accomplished. The place has since grown to be a

town of fine houses, good schools, churches of

nearly all denominations, banks, first-class hotels,

good streets, many fine stores and shops, electric

lights, and water-works that supply the town with

the best of mountain spring water. In short, it is

now a prosperous borough, settled with an active,

enterprising, thrifty and intelligent people.

Our subject is of German and French descent,

his great-grandfather having been a native of

Germany, and his great-grandmother of France.

He was born in Northampton County, and was

taken by his father to western New York State in

its early settlement He was a child of a few years

when the family settled at Dansville, Steuben (now

Livingston) County, and there he attended the

common and academic schools. His father built

and operated au iron forge on Mill Creek, near

Dansville, where he died at the age of about fifty

years. When about fifteen years old our subject

returned to Northampton County, and made his

home with his grandfather, Peter Scholl, who

operated a flouring and saw mill on Monocacy

Creek. After his grandfather's death, he went to

Easton, where he learned the watchmaking and

jewelry business, and remained until his father

died. Returning to New York State, he took

charge of his father's family, and afterward stud-

ied dentistry, which profession he followed for

some time.

In 1844 Dr. Scholl began the practice of den-

tistry in Bethlehem, and for the first few years also



710 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

practiced in Allentown. He succeeded in building

up a good clientage and a fine personal and pro-

fessional reputation. His office and home were for

many years on Market Street, near Main. On ac-

count of impaired health, resulting from constant

close confinement, he deemed it advisable to adopt

a business which would give him the benefit of

the open air. About 1864 he retired from his pro-

fession and began prospecting in the slate regions,

and at the end of a few years concluded to locate

for a quarry at Uttsville, now Bangor.

Associated with Mr. Straub, the Superintendent,

Dr. Scholl laid out a tract of land where part of

Bangor now stands. The lots he sold at a low

figure in order to induce workmen and others to

build and become permanent citizens. He has

been interested, in many local industries and has

large investments in the iron business. He was

one of the organizers" of the first bank in Bethle-

hem, the title of the same being the First National

Bank. At one time he was Burgess, but has uni-

formly refused political honors, his time being

thoroughly taken up with his business affairs, and
he has, therefore, abstained from the political

arena. With his ballot he is a conservative Dem-
ocrat.

=0#P-

TILGHMAN H. DIEHL. The subject of this

sketch, one of the prominent business men
of Allentown, has become so well known

in this community that he needs no special intro-

duction to our readers. His friends are many, and
we therefore feel assured that this record of his

life will be received with general interest.

Our subject is the son of Samuel and Elizabeth
(Doll) Diehl, and was born in Milford, Bucks
County, this state, May 21, 1847. He attended
the common schools during his boyhood days, and,
as was the case with most of the lads of that period,
received only a limited education. How extensive
and accurate the knowledge acquired in the little

old log schoolhouse was, is summed up in the words
of an acquaintance of our subject, whose experi-
ence was of a similar nature: "The teacher told

us that it was very cold at the north pole, and very

hot at the south, and we believed it." When ten

years of age, our subject's parents removing to

Quakertown, Tilghman attended school there for

two years, and later, when his father established a

store at Seidersville, Northampton County, whith-

er the family had removed, he was permitted to

carry on his studies in the schools of that place for

two terms.

In 1860 the elder Mr. Diehl went to Allentown,

where he opened up a store for the sale of general

merchandise. Our subject acted as clerk in the es-

tablishment for twelve months, at the same time

devoting every spare moment to the study of

his books. The next year, when only fourteen

years of age, he entered the office of Rev. S. K.

Brobst, then engaged in printing church publica-

tions. With him he learned "the art preservative,"

and remained in the capacity of a "comp" for three

years. About that time there was a general call

for Sunday-school literature in the church to

which Mr. Brobst belonged, and he consequently

branched out in that line of business. Mr. Diehl

was then taken fiom the case and placed in the

office, where he was given charge of the books, etc.,

which department of work was left entirely to him.

Business rapidly increased, the publications of their

own growing more extensive, and the importation

of books being added to the other branches, Mr.

Brobst was obliged to enlarge his building.

In 1872 our subject, having proved himself to

be a valuable assistant, was admitted into the busi-

ness as partner, the firm operating under the style

of S. K. Brobst & Co., and doing business at No.

814 Hamilton Street. This connection lasted until

1876, when the senior partner died. Our subject

continued to manage affairs in company with the

widow of his former partner for a year, when he •

found it to his advantage to go into business for

himself. He at once purchased the interest of

Mrs. Brobst in the establishment, and continued

to act alone until her son Samuel became a mem-
ber of the firm, in 1877. In 1885, however, Mr.

Diehl severed the connection and is now engaged

in publishing on his own account the "Lutheran Al-

manac," acknowledged as authority in that church

all over the country; "Jugend Freund," now in
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its forty-eighth year; the "Lutheran Herald and

Zeitschrift," and other works which have been

added since the death of Mr. Brobst.

Mr. Diehl is very active in church work, and

for a number of years has been a member of the

Executive Committee of the Lutheran Synod of

Pennsylvania, and is also a member of the Board

of Directors of the Theological Seminary at Phila-

delphia. For a number of terms he was delegate

to the Supreme Body of the church in America.

He was married, in 1873, to Rosina A., daughter

of the late John R. Schall, and to them have been

born three sons and one daughter.

JAMES T. WOODRING, who is engaged in

the practice of law at South Bethlehem, was

formerly located at Hellertown. He is in the

enjoyment of a splendid clientage and occu-

pies the position of County Solicitor. Mr. Wood-

ring was born in Hellertown, August 4, 1860, and

is the son of John Woodring, also a native of that

place, his birth occurring in 1812. Grandfather

Jacob Woodring was born in Palmer Township,

near Easton, Northampton County, and located in

the above place in 1796. He followed the com-

bined occupations of blacksmith and farmer, and

departed this life July 4, 1860, when in the eighty-

fourth year of his age.

Members of the Woodring family, whose name

was originally spelled Wottring, came to Amer-

ica from the Rhine Province in 1717, locating at

Easton, this state. John Woodring was a farmer,

which occupation he followed near Hellertown un-

til retiring from the active duties of life. He died

in 1883, greatly beloved by all who knew him.

His wife, Susan (Soliday) Woodring, was born in

Bucks County, and was the daughter of Daniel

Soliday, a farmer of German descent.

The parental family of our subject comprised

five children, three of which are living, and James

T. is the youngest. He was reared in Hellertown,

attended the public schools until sixteen years of

age, and then, in 1876, entered the preparatory de-

partment of Muhlenberg College, from which in-

stitution he was graduated in 1881 with the de-

gree of Bachelor of Arts. Mr. Woodring then be-

gan the study of law in the office of E. J. Fox, of

Easton, and was admitted to practice at the Bar

June 19, 1885. He remained in that city for about

six months, when he removed to Hellertown, where

he has since made his home. In February, 1894,

he opened an office in South Bethlehem, in the Lan-

fer Building, and from that time to the present his

services have been greatly in demand. Mr. Wood-

ring has been Solicitor of Hellertown since 1886,

and has occupied the same position for Lower

Saucon. In January, 1894, he was elected County

Solicitor, and is regarded among his professional

brethren as a man of great ability.

Our subject was married in 1889 to Miss Annie,

daughter of Madison Long, and to them have been

born a son, James T., Jr., and an infant unnamed.

Socially Mr. Woodring belongs to Hellertown

Lodge, F. & A. M., of which he has been Past-

master, and is also Past High Priest of Easton

Chapter and Past Commander of Hugh De Payen

Commandery. He is a consistent member of the

Reformed Church, of which he is a regular attend-

ant^ In politics he is a supporter of Democratic

principles.

<Tpr BRAHAM L. BOWMAN. No citizen of

/—\ Edelman, Northampton County, is better

known throughout the surrounding coun-

try than the above-named gentleman, who is the

leading business man of the village, having an ex-

tended trade and great popularity. Having the

judgment requisite to make a success of his enter-

prises, as well as an upright character and social

nature, he is well entitled to the res'peet which he

receives from his acquaintances.

The establishment of which Mr. Bowman is

owner and proprietor contains a full line of dry

goods, groceries, boots and shoes, crockery, hard-

ware, glassware, ready-made clothing, and the

stock usually found in a first-class country store.

He also has a large trade in coal. His sales are

constantly increasing, and average $10,000 and
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upwards each year. He opened the store at Edel-

man October 1, 1893, and on the same day re-

ceived the appointment of Postmaster, in which

capacity he has since served. In addition to his

other work he is also station agent for the Bangor

& Portland Eailroad at this point.

In Plainfield Township, Northampton County,

our subject was born February 12, 1866, the son of

Amandus and Elizabeth (Frankenfleld) Bowman,

natives of this township, where they still reside.

His father, whose life occupation has been that of

an agriculturist, is well known in this part of the

county, and is highly regarded by all who are ac-

quainted with him. He has served as School Di-

rector, and in politics is a Eepublican. Abraham

L. was reared to manhood upon the home farm.

The rudiments of his education were gained in the

common schools of the district, after which he at-

tended for a time Trach's Academy in Easton, Pa.,

and later was graduated from Eastman's National

Business College in Poughkeepsie, N. Y. Return-

ing home, he engaged in teaching school, being

thus employed for two winter terms in Plainfield

Township. Later he accepted the position of sta-

tionary engineer in the Edelman Hard Vein Slate

Quarry at Edelman, which he resigned in 1893 to

embark in the mercantile business at this place.

The political belief of Mr. Bowman brings him

into active co-operation with the Eepublican party,

the principles of which he upholds with his ballot.

He has served as Auditor of Plainfield Township,

and has occupied other local offices of trust. So-

cially he is a member of the Patriotic Order Sons

of America at Edelman, and is also identified with

the Masonic fraternity, belonging to the lodge at

Pen Argyl. A Lutheran in religious belief, he

favors all enterprises that will promote the pros-

perity of the church and elevate the moral stand-

ing of the community. June 9, 1886, he was
united in marriage with Miss Christiana, daughter

of Jacob Itterly, of this county. He is prominent
among the young business men of Plainfield Town-
ship, and an excellent representative of its worth
and push in business directions. Having passed

his entire life in this locality, he is well known,
not alone in commercial, but also in social, circles.

Having received a fine education, and being gifted

by nature with those particular characteristics es-

sential to the most satisfactory results, he has, at

the commencement of his career, won a reputation

for sagacity, honesty and fair dealing with all

men.
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TT> DWARD M. YOUNG is a member of the

|^ C) firm of M. S. Young & Co., wholesale and re-

tail dealers in hardware in Allentown, and

one of the prominent and representative citizens.

He was here born on the 24th of September, 1866.

His great-grandfather, Christopher Young, settled

in Bucks County, Pa., in the seventeenth century.

His grandfather, Joseph Young, and his father, Ed-

ward B. Young, were both natives of the Keystone

State. The latter married Mary Kuhns, daughter

of Peter Kuhns, of Allentown. Edward B. is now

deceased, but his widow still survives.

Under the parental roof Edward Young of this

sketch was reared to manhood. After attending

the public schools, he further pursued his studies in

Muhlenberg College until 1885, when he was seven-

teen years old. From his father and grandfather

he inherited considerable property, and became one

of the extensive dealers in hardware in Allentown.

He now owns a large interest in the store which is

carried on under the firm name of M. S. Young &

Co., the partners in the business being Reuben

P. Steckel, E. M. Young and Wilson P. Ludwig.

Their store is one hundred ten feet deep, twenty-

five feet in width, with a wing 60x66 feet, and it

is four stories high with a basement. Employment

is furnished to nine salesmen, and they do an ex-

tensive business, which is steadily increasing.

On the 27th of January, 1891, Mr. Young was

united in marriage with Miss Kate R. Anewalt,

daughter of S. B. Anewalt, Vice-President of the

Lehigh Valley Trust and Safe Deposit Company.

The young couple are well known in this com-

munity and are leaders in social circles.

Mr. Young seems to have inherited the excellent

business qualities which made his father and grand-

father successful in their dealings, and although he
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inherited a considerable property he does not con-

sider that it releases him from care and labor. In

fact,he is an industrious and enterprising man, who

carefully looks after his business interests, and the

success of the firm is due in no small measure to

his efforts. He is a popular, genial gentleman, well

liked by all classes, and Allentown numbers him

among its best citizens.

JACOB SEIP, a leading citizen of Palmer Town-

ship residing in Seipsville, is a member of a

familj' that has been long and honorably con-

nected with the history of Northampton

County. He is a descendant of good old Revolu-

tionary stock, his great-grandfather Seip having

enlisted in the Colonial army and endured all the

sufferings and privations that befell the heroes of

that conflict. Born in this county, February 23,

1823, he is a son of Peter and Elizabeth (Schnabel)

Seip, also natives of Northampton County. His

paternal grandfather, also born here, was the son

of a German, who, crossing the Atlantic, founded

the family in America. In Northampton County,

where he at once settled, he became a very promi-

nent citizen, and the village of Seipsville was named

in his honor. The well known Seip's Hotel was

built by him in 1780, and is now in the hands of

the fifth generation.

After attending the schools of Palmer Township

for some time, our subject became a student in the

city schools of Easton, and the education there ob-

tained has been since extended by systematic read-

ing upon historical and current topics of interest.

Agriculture has been his life occupation, though

at various times he has been interested in other lines

of activity. For several jears he conducted the

Seip's Hotel, in which he met with fair success.

The first marriage of Mr. Seip united him with

Miss Annie M. Edelman, who bore him four chil-

dren, namely: Peter H.; Emma E., wife of Peter J.

Hess; John J. and Sarah M., wife of Oscar E. Bower.

For his second wife he married Miss EllaE. Frank-

enfleld, and their union has been blessed by the

birth of two daughters, Carrie S. and Lula E. Mrs.

Seip and her daughters are intelligent, amiable and

hospitable, and their pleasant home is one of the

most popular in the neighborhood.

In addition to his substantial and coveniently

arranged residence in Seipsville, Mr. Seip is the

owner of a tract of one hundred and thirty acres

of well improved land, the value of which has been

increased by modern improvements. While in the

main he has been Democratic in his opinions, he is

inclined to be independent, and in local matters

casts his ballot for the candidate whom he deems

best qualified for office, irrespective of political ties.

Interested in educational matters, he has served as

School Director of the township. Frequently he

has been called upon to serve as a member of the

jury. His life has been honorable and upright, and

he deserves the success he has gained.

<£&=

JAMES B. MORE, who combines the duties of

Justice of the Peace with those of a fire-in-

surance and conveyancing business, has held

the former position for a period of twenty-five

years, and is one of the best known men in this

portion of the county. Mr. More was born in

Lower Saucon Township, November 9, 1837, and

is the son of James and Mary (Boehm) More.

The paternal ancestors of our subject originally

came from England, and located in Berks County,

this state, where the grandfather, Thomas More,

was born July 8, 1776. The latter, who was a

miller by trade, was a Democrat in polities and a

devoted member of the Reformed Church. He

married Miss Anna Elizabeth Geager, who was born

September 11, 1775, and died May 20, 1814. By

their union were born six children, three sons and

three daughters. Thomas More died March 13,

1851.

James More, the father of our subject, was born

in Macungie Township (at that time in Northamp-

ton County), February 1, 1802. He was trained by

his father to the business of a miller, which he

followed with fair success in different places until
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his decease, in December, 1875, in Lower Saucon

Township. He married Mary, daughter of Anthony
and Catharine (Geissinger) Boehm, of the above

place, their marriage being celebrated October 16,

1821. By their union there were born six chil-

dren, bearing the respective names of Charles,

Thomas, Peter, William, Elizabeth and James. All

but the eldest are living and comfortably situated.

James More was a Democrat in politics and an act-

ive church worker, holding membership with the

Reformed Church. He died December 25, 1875.

His wife, who was born in Lower Saucon Town-
ship, Northampton County, January 14, 1802, died

October 1, 1868. Both parents are buried in the

graveyard of Christ Union Church, of Lower
Saucon.

After spending his boyhood days on his father's

farm our subject went to Bethlehem and completed

his education in the excellent schools of that

place. He is a member of the Democratic party,

and has always been popular in political circles.

In 1868 he was elected to the office of Justice of

the Peace, which position he has continued to hold

in different localities since that time, a period of

nearly twenty-six years. Beside his long service in

the above position, he served ten years as Post-

master, three years as Deputy Coroner, was twice

elected School Director and three times Assessor.

He is well posted regarding the history of this

section of country and its wonderful development,
and proud of his connection with those who have
aided in making it so flourishing a locality. His
intelligence, good citizenship and fine character en-

title him to the esteem of his acquaintances* and
his friends are many and sincere.

James B. More and Miss Emma M., daughter of

Michael and Catherine Meyers, were married May
1, 1862. The son and two daughters who have
been born to them are: Victor Vincent, who married
Sophie Weber; Minnie M., now the wife of Albert
B. Fehr, of South Bethlehem ; and Mabel May, who
married John J. McAndress, also a resident of the
above place.

Mr. More is greatly interested in historical and
biographical works, and has many volumes devoted
to this kind of reading in his library. He is a
member of the Reformed Church. The wife of

our subject is of German and French descent, the

first of the name emigrating from the Fatherland

many generations ago and locating in Bucks

County. Her grandfather Meyers, who was a

soldier in the Revolutionary War, during the later

years of his life was a resident of Northampton
County, where his death occurred. The father of

Mrs. More was born in Bucks County, whence he

was taken by his parents to Northampton County.

He was by trade a carpenter, but during the

greater part of his life was engaged in farming

and merchandising. On entering the field of pol-

itics he was successively Constable, Justice of the

Peace, County Registrar, and finally was elected to

the State Legislature. He departed this life in

Bethlehem Township in February, 1863. He was
the father of nine children, of whom those living

are Angeline,Saloma, Clarissa, Oliver, Horatio and
Emma M., the latter now Mrs. More.

DAVID WHITE. Among the numerous
manufacturers in Easton is this gentle-

man, who has been for several years con-

ducting a plant which during the busy season

affords employment to twenty-three or more per-

sons. This factory, which is located at what is

known as "Hay's Place," is utilized for the manu-
facture of shirts and overalls, which find a ready

sale, not only in the local towns, but in the sur-

rounding country.

The parents of our subject were William J.

and Eleanor J. (Hoey) White, who were of Scotch-

Irish descent. The father of the former, whose

Christian name was David, was a native of Scot-

land, but for a few years resided in County An-
trim, Ireland. Later in life he set sail for Amer-
ica, and became a resident of Canada. He had

two children, William J. and David. The former,

our subject's father, was born in County An-
trim, and there engaged in farming. After his

marriage, or about 1846, he came to the United

States with his wife and two children. The voy-

age consumed fourteen weeks, as the trip was one
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of adventure, many storms being encountered,

which greatly retarded their course. The family

located at Newburg, N. Y., on the Hudson River,

and there continued to make their home for many

years. Subsequently William J. White located in

Easton, where he turned his attention to soap man-

ufacture. To himself and wife were born ten

children, whose names are as follows: Mrs. Mary

A. McKee, Mrs. Maggie Rumsey, Mrs. Ellen J.

Lugor, David, William John (deceased), James T.,

Rebecca (deceased), Mrs. Fannie Johnston, John

F. and Mrs. Elizabeth Brewster. William J.

White was affiliated with the Republican party, and

in his religious belief was a Presbyterian.

David White, whose name heads this article,

was born February 25, 1852, at Newburg, N. Y.

In that picturesque little city his early years were

passed, his time being spent in acquiring an edu-

cation in the public schools. When sixteen years

of age he entered a store in Newburg as clerk, and

served in that capacity and for the same employer

for the period of five years. Afterward he clerked

for a firm at Flushing, L. I. In 1870 he came to

Easton, where he launched into the produce busi-

ness, being employed by Joseph F. Crater, with

whom he remained for six years. For a similar

length of time he was a traveling salesman for the

wholesale dry-goods firm of Jacob Hay & Son. We
next find him traveling for Samuel S. Lesher, a

shirt manufacturer of this city. After a year

spent on the road selling that gentleman's goods,

Mr. White, in 1887, became a partner in the busi-

ness. The firm name was changed to the Standard

Manufacturing Company. Three years followed

in which they built up a good trade, and every-

thing gave promise of larger opportunities. Mr.

Lesher died in 1890, and our subject soon after-

ward started in business for himself, as a manu-

facturer of shirts and overalls. In 1892 the busi-

ness was removed to its present location, and year

by year the merits of the work turned out by this

factory are becoming known.

Socially Mr. White is a member of the Hepta-

sophs. He has been a member of the Select Coun-

cil of Easton, and has taken much interest in the

success of the Republican party, to which be ad-

heres. A man of upright and sterling principles,

he gives of his means to worthy enterprises and is

a member of the First Presbyterian Church.

August 15, 1871, Mr. White married Miss Izora

Yates, daughter of Philip M. Mettler, of this city.

Eight children have been born to Mr. and Mrs.

White. Two died in infancy, but the others are still

living at home. In the order of their birth they

are as follows: Edith A., Anna B., Zoe May, Mar-

garet Boyer, Kathlene B. and Francis J. David C.

and Elizabeth V. died in infancy.

JOSIAH R. WILT is one of the foremost con-

tractors of South Bethlehem, having won

that position by the creditable class of work

which he executes. Examples of his skill

are to be seen on every hand, for he has erected

many of the principal buildings in this place,

among others the Webster School, built in 1889;

the Slavic Roman Catholic Church, erected in

1890; and the residences of C. P. Hoffman, Will-

iam Lauer, J. H. Heckman, R. W. Davenport, E. H.

Packers and others, all handsomely designed and

well finished. In addition to this he has done

considerable in his line in Bethlehem and sur-

rounding towns. As a citizen and veteran of the

late war he is most highly esteemed, and shows

himself devoted to the best interests of the com-

munity, where he has resided at intervals since

1867.

The birth of our subject occurred in Lehigh

County, near Emaus, that event occurring Janu-

ary 10, 1842. The history of the family in this

country is traced as far back as our subject's great-

great-grandfather, who was born in Germany, and

in his young manhood came to America. Being

without means, both he and the lady whom he

afterward married were obliged to work hard, his

time being passed in working for a miller, while

his wife engaged in housekeeping. Afterward they

married and became the parents of three sons, and

still later removed to Maryland, where they reared

their family. One of the grandchildren, Joseph,

the grandfather of our subject, was a farmer by
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occupation, and in the War of 1812 held the rank

of Major. Later he was in charge of the militia.

He was an active politician and a prominent man.

His father, who died at the age of ninety-six, was

also a patriot, having served in the War of the

Revolution under Washington.

Reuben Wilt, who became the father of our

subject, was a farmer by occupation, and was noted

for having a remarkable memory. His active life

was passed on his farm near Emaus, Lehigh Coun-

ty, where he was the owner of a good farm. His

wife, whose maiden name was Romig, was the

daughter of a farmer of Lehigh County.

The boyhood of Josiah Wilt was passed on his

father's farm, and when seventeen years of age he

left home and moved to Centre Valley, in this

county, where he was apprenticed as a carpenter,

serving his time. December 9, 1861, on the call

for three-years volunteers, he enlisted in Company
G, One Hundred and Twelfth Regiment, Secopd

Pennsylvania Artillery, being mustered in at Phil-

adelphia, and for eighteen months thereafter acted

as a guard at Washington. He then went to

the front, and was in the hottest part of the battle

at Petersburg. Later he was detailed to serve in

the commissary department as an assistant, and
finally received his discharge, December 9, 1863, in

Virginia. Returning home, he engaged in work-
ing at his trade at Whitehall and Hazleton, in the

fall of 1866 locating in South Bethlehem. Af-
ter remaining here for two years, he went to

Philadelphia, but a year later returned to South
Bethlehem, where he engaged in contracting with-

out intermission until 1876. In that year, with
his family, he went to Williams County, Ohio,
where he turned his attention to cabinet-making
and undertaking for the succeeding seven years.

In 1882 Mr. Wilt once more returned to South
Bethlehem, for three years being Superintendent
of J. S. Allam's building operations. In 1889 he
again entered the contracting and building busi-

ness for himself, and now employs from twenty to

twenty-five skilled workmen. ; Having departed
from the old set styles of architecture, his work
shows originality and beauty of construction. His
own pleasant home, which was recently erected, is

at No. 317 Packer Avenue, and his office is at No.

319 Packer Avenue, while his workshop is on

Chestnut, above Broad Street.

In Allen town, in 1864, Mr. Wilt married Miss

Amanda Beidleman, a native of Lehigh County,

and to them have been born six children, four of

whom are living: Annie, Mrs. Prof. Weikert, of

LasCruces, N. Mex.; Delia, who is bookkeeper for

her father, and resides at home; Mamie, who is

now in New Mexico; and Katie, at home.

Mr. Wilt has served for two terms as Council-

man from the Second Ward, and during his first

service was Chairman of. the Building Committee.

At the present time he is on five or six commit-

tees of city improvement. Socially he is Past

Officer of the Knights of Malta, belongs to Oldham
Post, G. A. R., and is also identified with the

Knights of Pythias, Royal Arcanum and Knights

of Heptasophs. Prominent in church work, he is

Treasurer of St. Peter's Lutheran Church, and

for years has been Superintendent of the Sunday-

school—indeed, he was the originator of the Sun-

day-school in the Lutheran denomination. In

politics he votes for Democratic nominees.

HOWARD DRAKE, senior member of the

firm of J. Drake's Sons & Co., of Easton,

was born in this city in 1849, being a son

of John and Margaret (Stewart) Drake. The fam-

ily is of Scotch-Irish descent, and has been identi-

fied with the history of Northampton County since

1835. His grandfather, Samuel Drake, followed

the occupation of an agriculturist in his native

county (Warren) in New Jersey. John Drake was

the fourth in a family of eleven children, and was

born in Warren County, where he grew to man-

hood upon a farm. He married Margaret, a daugh-

ter of Samuel Stewart, and shortly afterward aban-

doned agricultural pursuits and took up his resi-

dence in Broadway, N. J.

About the year 1835 Mr. Drake went West, with

the intention of investing in land. He passed

through Chicago, then an insignificant village,

presenting so few inducements to a speculator that,
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though the site of the Palmer House could have

been purchased for $400, he concluded to seek a

better location. He embarked in the lumber busi-

ness in Wisconsin, but soon returned East and sent

his two brothers to take charge of his interests in

that state. Associated with a Mr. Hulick, he oper-

ated a store in Townsbury, Warren County, N. J.

About 1835 he came to Easton, where he and Mr.

Hulick started a wholesale and retail general store.

This was later supplanted by an exclusive jobbing-

house at Fourth and Northampton Streets. In

1840 he secured the services of Abram Heller as

bookkeeper, and that gentleman continued with

him until his death in 1880. In 1857 Samuel

Drake was admitted to the partnership, and the

firm became Drake, Hulick & Co. Upon the death

of Mr. Hulick in 1872 the title was changed to J.

Drake, Son & Co., and continued as such until the

death of the senior partner, April 28, 1873. From

that time until 1877 the business was conducted

under the name of J. Drake's Son & Co., when

Howard Drake became a member of the firm, since

which the title has been J. Drake's Sons & Co.

The Drake Building, which is now devoted ex-

clusively to wholesale purposes, is a large four-

story structure, situated at the corner of Third and

Pine Streets. It has a frontage of sixty feet and

a depth of one hundred and ninety feet. The

store occupies a space 190x22 feet in dimensions,

three stories besides basement, and is one of the best

equipped buildings in the city. In addition to the

management of this large business, the father of

our subject was a Director in the Farmers' and Me-

chanics' Bank (now the First National), in the

establishment of which he was a prime factor. He

was also a Director in the Northampton Fire Insur-

ance Company and the Easton and the Lehigh

Water Companies. In the organization of the

Thomas Iron Company he largely aided, and re-

mained one of its Directors until his death. He

was a Director of the Carbon Iron Company at

Parryville, and was interested in many other en-

terprises.

In politics John Drake was a Republican, de-

voted to the welfare of his party and intensely inter-

ested in civic and public affairs. During and prior

to the Rebellion he was a strong Abolitionist, and

30

always advocated the cause of the Union. Prior

to the organization of the Republican party he af-

filiated with the Whigs. He was one of the most

prominent citizens and successful industrial men
of Easton, and his death was greatly mourned. In

religious faith he was a Presbyterian and a sup-

porter of that denomination. Of his eleven chil-

dren, all of whom attianed years of maturity, five

are living, namely: Catherine S.; Ellen, widow of

William B. Semple and a resident of Easton;

Thomas S., a retired citizen of this city; Howard;

and Emily D. Wood, wife of J. W. Wood.
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T~^ DWIN MICKLEY, who is one of the prom-

|^ C) inent and representative citizens of Lehigh

County, is descended from a family well

known throughout the United States. He was

born in the above county April 20, 1830, and is

the son of Jacob and Anna (Kern) Mickley. The

name was originally spelled Michelet, and was

changed in the ship's list, of Colonial records, to

Muckli, later to the present form of Mickley.

Jean Jacques Michelet, son of Louis and Susane

(Mangeot) Michelet, was born in Zweibrucken,

Alsace-Lorraine, in 1697. He took passage on the

ship "Hope" April 6, 1733, and arrived in Phila-

delphia August 28, 1733. He had left his native

country on account of religions persecution, and

after making his home with a relative in Berks

County for a time, he came to this section and pur-

chased land in North Whitehall Township, the

deed to which was given by John Penn. A part

of this property is now owned by the Thomas Iron

Company, and other portions by Franklin P. Mick-

ley, of Balliettsville, this county.

After residing on the farm for about two years,

Jean J. Mickley located a short distance north of

E°ypt, where he made his home until his decease,

August 18, 1769. Six years previous to his death

occurred the celebrated Indian raid in Lehigh Val-

ley, historically known as the Whitehall Indian

raid, in which a number of persons were killed,

two of his children, a son and daughter, among
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them. He married Miss Elizabeth Barbara Burk-

halter, and to them were born seven children: J.

Jacob, J. Martin, J. Peter, J. Henry, Barbara, Mag-

dalena and Susanne.

The eldest son, John Jacob Mickley, 2d, was born

in this county December 17, 1737. He married Miss

Susanne Miller, and they became the parents of

ten children: John J., Christian, Peter, Henry, Jo-

seph, Daniel, Sarah, Anna, Catherine M. and Mag-

dalena. John Jacob Mickley served in the Revo-

lutionary War as a member of Capt. Benjamin

Weiser's Company, which was one of the first to

go to the front. After serving in the army for a

time, he returned home. November 11, 1776, he

was made a member of the general committee of

observation at Easton, this state, the duty of which

was to assist the army in every way possible. He
served as a member of this body until the close of

the war, and was very prominent and influential

in all its workings.

In September, 1777, by order of the Executive

Council, the bells on the State House, Christ and
St. Peter's Churches (eleven in all), were removed
from Philadelphia to Allentown by way of Beth-

lehem, as the Quaker City was threatened by an
invasion from the British. John Jacob Mickley
was delegated to superintend the removal of the

bells, which were brought hither in Conrad Kreid-
er's Wagon Brigade, numbering five hundred and
fifty wagons. This great number was necessary on
account of the removal of much valuable property
from Philadelphia to a safer place. The State

House bell (now better known as the Liberty bell)

had to be reloaded at Bethlehem, on account of the
wagon breaking down. It was brought safely to

Allentown, where it was concealed beneath the
floor of the Zion Reformed Church, and remained
there until the latter part of 1778, when it was re-

turned to its original position in Philadelphia.
September 12, 1808, John Jacob Mickley was

killed by a tree falling upon him. He was the
proprietor of nearly eight hundred acres of land in
what is now Whitehall Township, a portion of
which is owned by the subject of this sketch and
is termed Oczakow. The other three tracts which
he purchased were known as Springfield, Pond
Brook and Mt. Pleasant. Five hundred and fifty

acres of the original purchase are still in the pos-

session of different members of the family.

The eldest son of this gentleman, who also bore

the name of John Jacob Mickley, 3d, was born in

Whitehall Township, this county, April 13, 1766

and departed this life April 1, 1857. He married

Eva Catherine Schreiber, and to them were born-

five children: Mary M., Jacob, Sarah, Anna and

Joseph. At the age of eleven years Mr. Mickley

rode on the wagon bearing the Liberty bell from

Philadelphia to Allentown. During the Whiskey
Rebellion of 1794 he served as a soldier. He was

one of the founders of the Reformed Church,

generally known as Mickley 's Church, in White-

hall Township.

The eldest son of John Jacob Mickley, Jr., was

Jacob Mickley, who was born March 27, 1794, and
died June 2, 1888. He married Miss Anna Kern,

and to them were born eleven children: Anna L.,

now deceased; Mary, the widow of the late Valen-

tine Weaver, of this county; Rebecca, Mrs. Samuel
Thomas, -of Catasauqua, deceased; Francesca, de-

ceased; Ephraim, who married Elizabeth Deshler,

both deceased; James W., who married Annie L.

Cooper, and who died October 16, 1882; Edwin,
who married Matilda E. Fogel; Catherine, whose
home is in Allentown; Eliza, the wife of Rev.

David Kuntz, of Nazareth, this state; Jane, who
married Enoch Philips, of Pulaski City, Va.; and
William J., who married Lucy Keck, and is de-

ceased.

Jacob Mickley served in the War of 1812 as a

member of Capt. John Rube's company. He en-

listed as a private when eighteen years of age, and
was later commissioned Second Lieutenant of a

troop of cavalry belonging to the Sixty-eighth

Regiment of the Pennsylvania Militia. He was

discharged from service August 3, 1828. The
Mickley family were all Whigs in politics until

the organization of the Republican party, since

which time they have always cast their votes for

its candidates. At the time of his death, Jacob

Mickley was one of the last survivors of the War
of 1812 in this county. He was looked upon as

a man of sterling integrity and great worth, and
was widely known throughout this section of the

country. He aided in the organization of the
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Mickley Church. He was active in school matters,

took a great interest in political affairs, and con-

tributed liberally of his means toward charitable

and religious purposes. He was one of the orig-

inal stock holders of the Lockridge Iron Company,

now the Thomas Iron Company.

Edwin Mickley, the third son of this gentleman

and the subject of this sketch, was reared to man's

estate in this county, and received his education

in the Kingston (Pa.) Seminary. In 1848 he en-

tered the service of the Crane Iron Company at

Catasauqua, and remained with them for several

years, working in the capacity of a machinist. In

1854 he went to New York, and engaged with the

Globe Iron Works. On his return to this county

he engaged in the foundry and machine business

at Fogelsville, which he carried on for two and

a-half years. During that time he built the first

engine used by the Pennsylvania & Lehigh Zinc

Company at Friendensville, and after quitting the

foundry business he engaged with the Thomas

Iron Company at Hokendauqua, Pa., with which

company he remained for thirty-three years as

Mining Engineer. He resigned his position with

the Thomas Iron Company in- March, 1889, and

after a tour of Europe, remodeled the homestead,

where he takes much interest in his stock farm and

dairy, giving much attention to practical farming

and the organizing of the first Farmers' Club of

Lehigh County.

In June, 1863, Mr. Mickley enlisted in the

Union army. He was commissioned First Lieuten-

ant of Company B, Thirty-eighth Pennsylvania

Militia, by Gov. Andrew G. Curtin, the late well

known war Governor. The regiment were sent to

the front, and after their return were ordered to

Pottsville to enforce the draft. After this was ac-

complished, the regiment was honorably mustered

out of the service.

September 27, 1853, Mr. Mickley married Miss

Matilda E. Fogel, of Fogelsville, the daughter of

Solomon Fogel, late a prominent citizen of this

county. The four children comprising their fam-

ily are: Anna D., who married Joseph P. Mickley,

chief engineer in the United States Navy; Lillie

E., the wife of Dr. H. M. Chance, of Wayne, this

state; Minnie F. and John Jacob.

Mr. Mickley has always been prominent in school

matters, and for a quarter of a century has ren-

dered efficient service as President of the board.

With his wife he is a devoted member of the Pres-

byterian Church at Hokendauqua, which he is

serving as Elder. He is identified with Lieut.

George Fuller Post No. 378, G. A. R., standing

very high among the old soldiers, and is a mem-
ber of the American Institute of Mining Engineers.

He is the owner of a beautiful residence, which is

considered one of the finest rural homes in Lehigh

County.

Through the Liberty bell episode at Allentown,

in which the ancestor of our subject took a prom-

inent part, so much interest was manifested that

the idea of having a new Liberty bell originated

in the mind of Miss Minnie F. Mickley, the daugh-

ter of our subject, and a lady of rare literary

attainments. When it was decided to exhibit the

new bell at the World's Fair in Chicago, she was

appointed to represent the state of Pennsylvania,

and was also made Secretary of the general com-

mittee composed of delegates from every state in

the Union and every Republic in the world. She

is officiating at the present time as Regent of the

Daughters of the American Revolution in Lehigh

County, and is likewise Regent of the Mary Wash-

ington Memorial Association, and connected with

the Alumni Association of the Elmira (N. Y.) Col-

lege. The family to which he belongs is recog-

nized as one of- the historic and prominent fam-

ilies of the Lehigh Valley, and not only as a de-

scendant of illustrious ancestors, but also on ac-

count of the position he has attained for himself

he is esteemed by all.

HON. ROBERT E. JAMES, who has been

one of the eminent members of the legal

fraternity in Easton, Pa., for nearly a

quarter of a century, is a representative citizen of

this place. In 1876 he was elected on the Demo-

cratic ticket to represent this district in the Legis-

lature of Pennsylvania, and served for one term.
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In 1880 he was elected District Attorney to serve

for a period of three years, and in 1885 received

the appointment of National Bank Examiner for

eastern Pennsylvania and New Jersey. For six

years he remained officiating in that capacity, dur-

ing part of which time he was also Bank Examiner

for the city of New York. In many of the enter-

prises and progressive movements having for their

object the betterment of this city and section of the

state Mr. James has taken an active part, and is

always in the front ranks of modern ideas.

The birth of our subject occurred in Centre-

ville in Upper Ml. Bethel Township, Northampton

County, August 9, 1848. His parents were Robert

E. and Caroline (Dietterich) James. Evan James,

the father of the former, was a native of Bucks

County, and of Welsh-English descent. Robert

E. James, Sr., was born in Bucks County, Novem-
ber 13, 1802, and became one of the foremost

physicians of his day. Me received superior ad-

vantages in an educational way, and graduated

from the medical department of the University of

Pennsylvania and from the Jefferson Medical Col-

lege. Much of his life work was done in Centre-

ville and vicinity, where he established a large

practice. He was a member of the State Legisla-

ture at one time, having been elected to that

position on the Democratic ticket by his many warm
friends and neighbors. His service in the House
was during the years of 1836-37, after which he

refused to be returned, preferring to devote him-
self solely to his profession. In the entire north-

ern part of the county he exerted a wise and bene-

ficial influence, and by all was believed to be a

man of exceptional attainments. To himself and
wife were born five children, all of whom are liv-

ing. Frances M. is the wife of Dr. H. Long, of
Sunbury; Mary E. is the wife of Hon. T. H.
Purdy, of Sunbury; William M. makes his home in

Steelton, Pa.; J. Dietterich is also a resident of
Sunbury, Pa.; and Robert E. completes the family.

The early years of our subject were passed at
Centreville, and when twelve years of age he was
deprived of his father's watchful care by death.
From that time forward he resided in Sunbury,
and was educated at the Buckwell University,
there being fitted for college. In 1866 he entered

Lafayette College and was graduated from that in-

stitution three years later. Afterwards he took up

the study of law with Edward J. Fox, being at the

same time Principal of the Easton High School.

He was admitted to the Bar in November, 1872,

and at once began active practice. In 1875 he

was a member of the Board of School Control for

Easton, and during that year and the following

one was President of that honorable body. In the

Centennial year he was elected to the State Legis-

lature. In 1883 he was nominated for Judge of

the Lebanon-Dauphin District on the Democratic

ticket, but was not elected, as the Republicans had

an overwhelming majority. In 1890 Mr. James

with others was instrumental in the organization

of the Easton Trust Company, resigning from the

Government service to accept the position with

this concern, and upon the death of John T.

Knight was elected President of the Trust Com-
pany. Socially he is a member of the Masonic

order, and possesses hosts of friends in this portion

of the county.

In 1876 occurred the marriage of Mr. James

and Miss Annie Heller, and of their union has been

born one child, a son, Robert E., Jr. Though a

member of the Baptist denomination, Mr. James

now attends the Presbyterian Church of this city.

At various times he has been County and City

Solicitor, and his practice has led him into many
departments of legal work.

JOHN P. LOBB, junior member of the firm of

William Lobb& Sons, and one of the influen-

tial citizens of Pen Argyl, is a native of Eng-

land, born in Cornwall February 11, 1855.

The family of which he is a member was long rep-

resented in Cornwall, and was interested especially

in quarrying. His paternal grandfather, John Lobb,

was a worker in the quarries of Cornwall, and spent

his entire life in England.

The father of our subject, William Lobb, was

born in Cornwall, April 29, 1830, and in early life

became familiar with the manufacture of slate in
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the quarries of the home locality. Emigrating to

the United States about 1857, he located at Pen

Argyl, Pa., and there and at Chapman he was en-

gaged in the slate business until 1877, being in the

employ of others. He then leased part of the Al-

bion Quarry, and operated his lease until about

1888, at which time the firm of William Lobb &

Sons was established. He still remains at the head

of the enterprise, the success of which is largely

due to his untiring exertions, seconded by the

assistance of his capable sons. In addition to the

quarry he has other interests, being a Director and

stockholder in the Pen Argyl Electric Light and

Power Company, and he also owns and operates

a general store, containing a stock valued at about

$6,000.

Actively interested in political matters as a mem-

ber of the Republican party, Mr. Lobb, Sr., has

served as Burgess of Pen Argyl and has been promi-

nent in public affairs. Socially lie is identified

with the Masonic fraternity. He married Miss

Mary Ann Prout, a native of England, where their

marriage occurred. To them have been born nine

children, named as follows: John P., Marwood,

Marcenia, Thomas and William F., all of whom are

members of the firm of William Lobb & Sons;

James; Mary Elizabeth, who is the wife of William

Blake, of Bangor; Anna, Mrs. George Rowe, of

Pen Argyl; and Jennie, wife of James Jackson, of

the firm of Jackson Bros.

Attending the public schools of Pen Argyl in

boyhood, John P. Lobb left school in order to

learn the business in which his father was success-

fully engaged. As his knowledge of the work in-

creased he was given positions of larger responsi-

bility, and finally became Superintendent, in which

capacity he is now serving. In 1877 he and his ,

brothers became equal partners with their father,

the title being changed to William Lobb & Sons.

The firm also owns a quarry at Rockville, Lehigh

County, which, however, is not now in operation.

The Republican party has in Mr. Lobb one of its

stalwart adherents, and any measure tending to its

success receives his hearty endorsement. He has

served as Burgess and is a member of the Borough

Council at the present time. In the Methodist

Church he is an active worker and a teacher in the

Sunday-school. Socially he affiliates with Pen Ar-

gyl Lodge No. 594, F. & A. M., and Bangor

Council No. 274, R. A. M. His marriage, occur-

ring March 2, 1879, united him with Miss Sarah,

daughter of Theodore Cowell, of Williamsburg,

Upper Mt. Bethel Township, Northampton Coun-

ty. They have had six children, of whom Laura,

Bertha and Stella are deceased, two dying of diph-

theria. Those living are Lizzie, Harrison and Ethel.

<&• «ifc 9 «#. gai

HENRY KRAEMER, one of the representa-

tive citizens and leading business men of

Nazareth, is engaged in the manufactur-

ing of seamless hose, and the success that has at-

tended his efforts is but the just reward of honest

merit worthily bestowed. He is a native of Berle-

burg, Westphalia, Germany, having been born

March 14, 1859, and is the son of Carl and Caro-

line (Aderhold) Kraemer. The father was a na-

tive of the same place, and was a baker by occu-

pation. He never left his native land, but spent

his entire life there, and is buried in Berleburg.

He was the father of six sons, two of whom came

to the United States, the other four remaining in

the Fatherland. He and his wife were valued

members of the Reformed Church.

Our subject was educated in the above-named

place, and there attended the high school. After

graduating he entered a wholesale exporting house

located in Iserlohn, one of the most important ex-

porting centers of Westphalia, where he remained

for three years. Mr. Kraemer emigrated to this

country in 1878, at the age of nineteen years. He

first went to Illinois, thence to Kentucky, and

from there .to Pennsylvania, finally settling in

Reading. There he was employed as bookkeeper

for Louis Kraemer & Co., manufacturers of cotton

and woolen goods. He remained with them for

seven years, and then came to Nazareth, and went

into business for himself. In 1886 he started in

the manufacture of seamless hosiery. He began

at first in a small way, but his business has so in-

creased that at the present time the value of the

plant is about $15,000. He is at present erecting
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a large dyehouse, intending henceforth to do dye-

ing in addition to his other business. He employs

about one hundred and twenty hands, who turn

out about four hundred dozen hose per day. His

goods are sold all over the United States, from

California to Maine, and has offices in New York,

at No. 108 Franklin Street and No. 33 Bedford

Street.

Our subject is independent in politics, and al-

ways votes for the best man, the one whom he

thinks will best represent the interests of the peo-

ple. In his religious views he is a member of the

Reformed Church. He was elected Auditor of the

borough of Nazareth in 1890, and received every

vote in the borough except one. He is a member

of the School Board, and takes an active interest

in educational and public affairs. Socially he is a

member of the Knights of the Golden Eagle. No-

vember 1, 1882, Mr. Kraemer was united in mar-

riage to Miss Annie P. Mack, of Reading, Pa.

They have three bright and interesting children,

Louisa, Carl and Emma. Mr. and Mrs. Kraemer

occupy a high position in the social circles of Naz-

areth and vicinity.

•^Mi

JAMES MASTERS, the present Secretary and

Treasurer of the East Bangor Slate Min-

ing Company, is numbered among the sub-

stantial business men and enterprising citi-

zens of East Bangor. He is of English birth, and
first saw the light of day May 17, 1853, in Corn-

wall, England. His parents, John and Catherine

(Brown) Masters, were also natives of England, as

had been their ancestors for generations past.

John Masters, Sr., the grandfather of our subject,

was a native of Bridgewater, Somersetshire, and
emigrated to Cornwall when quite a young man.

He was a slate-maker by occupation, and passed

the greater part of his life in the quarries of

Cornwall.

John Masters, Jr., the father of James, was born

in Cornwall, and was also a slate-maker by trade.

When a little past middle age he met with sud-

den death in the mines where he was at work. He

left a wife and seven small children, the lat-

ter in order of birth as follows: Sarah, who died

young; William; Thomas; John; Mary A,nn; James,

our subject; and Sarah. Only two of this family

still survive: Thomas, who is living in Bangor;

and James, the subject of this sketch. William lost

his life in a quarry at Pen Argyl about a year ago.

James Masters received a common-school educa-

tion in his native land, and at the early age of

thirteen came to this country, locating first at

Chapman Quarries, where he worked at his trade

of slater for ten years. He then went to Pen

Argyl, where he spent one year at the same em-

ployment, after which he came to East Bangor

and located permanently. For sixteen years Mr.

Masters has been prominently identified with the

slate interests of Bangor. He was first employed

by the Star Company of East Bangor, after which

he was engaged as Superintendent of the Old East

Bangor Company's works, in which capacity he re-

mained two years. In 1885 he, in conjunction

with Messrs. Ford, Langmear and Head, became

lessees of the Old East Bangor Quarry, and changed

the name to that of the East Bangor Slate Mining

Company, in which our subject has occupied the

position of Secretary and Treasurer up to the pres-

ent time. In connection with other interests he is

a stockholder in the Merchants' Bank, and at one

time was a Director in the same. He is also half-

owner of one of the best slate farms in Plainfield

Township.

Mr.JMasters was married, May 9, 1873, to Miss

Anna, a daughter of Antony Jenkins, of Chap-

man Quarries. Mr. and Mrs. Masters became the

parents of seven children, six of whom are living:

Henry James, Emma Lydia, Mary Ann, John

Erastus, Sarah Catherine, and Harriet Stowe. Alice

Ruth died at the age of two years.

Politically our subject is a Republican, and an

active worker in that party. He is at present

serving as Chief Burgess of East Bangor, and was

the first Inspector after the incorporation of the

borough. He also held the office of School Di-

rector for a number of years, and takes a deep in-

terest in school affairs and local politics. He is a

valued member of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
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and President of the Board of 'Trustees; he also

held the office of Steward of the church for a num-

ber of years. Fraternally he is a member of the

Knights of the Golden Eagle, Castle 183; Bangor

Lodge No. 565, F. & A. M.; Bangor Chapter No.

174, R. A. M.; Hugh de Payen's Commandery, and

Knight Templars, of Easton, Pa. As a citizen Mr.

Masters occupies a high place in the confidence

and esteem of his townsmen, as well as of those

whom he meets in a business and social way.

~s^«e_
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ry HARLES I. ROSEBERRY, M. D., has been

\~J a member of the Board of Health of East-

on since the time it was organized as a

corporation. He is a member of the American In-

stitute of Homeopathy, and is justly considered a

leader in the medical fraternities of this locality.

Soon after his graduation he took up his residence

in this city, where he has been engaged success-

fully in practice up to the present time. During

the late war he acted as surgeon for the invalid

corps at the Easton Barracks, and served in that

capacity for a year and a-half, or until the close of

the war.

As is generally known, the Roseberry family is

of English origin, and in the Old Country there

have been many famous men of the name. In

tracing the remote history of the family it is found

that they early removed from Scotland to adjacent

English counties, where their descendants con-

tinued to live. The great-grandfather of Dr.

Charles Roseberry, John Roseberry, and the first

ancestor in America of whom there is any authen-

tic record, settled in Warren County, N. J., at an

early date, and about 1840 near Philipsburg, Pa.

His wife was a daughter of John Phillips, for whom

the town was named. Her brother was Gen. John

Phillips, a historic personage, and a man of great

influence in the community. John Roseberry was

very wealthy at this period, owning large tracts

of land and other property, and was a representa-

tive of the old English aristocracy.

Our subject's father, Michael Roseberry, was

born in Warren County, N. J. He was an agri-

culturist during the main part of his life, and

owned an extensive farm. At the time of death

he was living in Phillipsburg, Warren County.

He was an old-line Whig, and subsequently a Re-

publican. In St. John 's Lutheran Church, to which

he belonged for years, he was one of the leading

members. His death occurred in 1849, when he

was seventy-four years of age. He had been three

times married. His first wife, whom he married in

1797, and whose maiden name was Elizabeth Feit,

died April 15, 1798, leaving no children. He mar-

ried his second wife, Margaret Mackey, May 13,

1799, and their union was blessed with four sons

and three daughters: Michael, John, Jeremiah,

Joseph, Margaret, Elizabeth and Mary. Mrs. Mar-

garet Roseberry died November 17, 1816, and for

his third wife Michael Roseberry married Eliza-

beth Runion, by whom he had the following chil-

dren : Mrs. Isabella Allshouse; Mrs. Valeria Abel,

now deceased; Mrs. Henrietta Sharp, also deceased;

Mrs. Louise Akerman; Charles, our subject; and

Robert. The mother of these children died May

8, 1872, aged seventy-six years.

Dr. Roseberry was born August 31, 1831, at

Phillipsburg, Warren County, N. J., and received

his elementary schooling in that locality. Subse-

quently he attended the private school of Professor

Vanderveer, and the one conducted by Rev. Mr.

Philips in Easton. Upon taking up the study of

medicine he entered the University of Pennsyl-

vania, from which he was graduated in 1860, and

in 1861 he was graduated from the New York

Homeopathic College. Immediately thereafter he

began his professional career in this city, where

he has continued to reside up to the present time,

and has succeeded in building up one of the larg-

est and most remunerative practices of any local

physician. He aims to keep abreast of the times

on all matters of recent research and discovery in

the line of medicine, and to that end not only sub-

scribes for the leading medical journals, but is a

member of several associations of physicians.

October 31, 1876, was celebrated the marriage of

the Doctor and Sophia Ludwig. Her father, Frank

Lud-tvig, is a respected citizen of Easton. Three

children came to bless the union of the Doctor and
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his wife: Charles, who is a high school student;

Herbert now at school; and Franklin, deceased.

In politics the Doctor uses his right of franchise

in support of Republican nominees, and fraternally

is a member of the Knights of Honor. Religiously

he holds membership with the Lutheran Church.

TILGHMAN J. HELFRICH. In compiling

an account of the different business enter-

prises of the county of Lehigh, we desire

particularly to call attention to Mr. Helfrich, who

resides in South Whitehall Township, and is en-

gaged as a retail milk dealer, having a route in

Allentown. Like many of the best citizens of this

section, he is a native of the county, his birth hav-

. ing occurred March 13, 1858.

William and Catherine (Heilman) Helfrich, the

parents of our subject, were natives of Lehigh

County. The father, who was born in 1829, is

still living and ranks among the prominent resi-

dents of Allentown. During his more active years

he was well known in agricultural circles of White-

hall Township, where he owned a good farm and

accumulated a handsome property. His wife is a

sister of Horace Heilman, a well-to-do farmer of the

above township. In his religious belief, William

Helfrich is connected with the Evangelical Church;

in politics he is a stanch Republican.

Of the five children included in the parental

family, only three survive, namely: Tilghman J.,

Milton E.', and Alice R., the widow of the late Ben-

jamin B. Aigmer, a minister of the Evangelical

Church. Tilghman J. spent his youthful years on

the home farm, and as his father at that time pos-

sessed only ordinary means, his early advantages

were far less than he desired. However, he real-

ized the value of a good education, and managed

to acquire a fair knowledge of the rudimentary

branches. Some time afterward he took a course in

Blackman's Business College at Allentown.

Our subject engaged in farm pursuits until the

spring of 1880, when he engaged in the milk busi-

ness. At present he keeps on his place about

twenty good cows. In 1885 he married MissLillie

J., daughter of Edward and Caroline Mertz, of

South Whitehall Township. In religious affairs he

is a devoted member of the Evangelical Church at

Cedarville. He has been a very industrious, hard-

working man, and now owns ninety-three acres of

land, which he has the satisfaction of knowing is

valuable, and desirably located. In politics he

votes with the Republican party. He has never

sought public preferment, for he has found that his

business completely occupies his time and atten-

tion, and to enter the political arena would be at-

the expense of his business interests.

!>*-<!'(£&—

NICHOLAS ARTHUR TOPFER, a Clevel-

and enterprising young business man of

Bethlehem, has the finest greenhouses in

the southern part of this city and makes a spe-

cialty of furnishing decorations, floral designs and

choice varieties of cut flowers. He is of French

descent. His parents, John and Madeline (Bevan)

Topfer, were born, reared and married in Alsace,

and the latter is still living, making her home in

South Bethlehem. In the spring of 1868 the fa-

ther emigrated to America with his wife and son

and settled in Monroe Count}', Pa., where he fol-

lowed his trade of cabinet-making. He afterward

became a. resident of South Bethlehem, where for

many years he continued as a cabinet-maker, but

later in life worked at different employments.

For a time he was assistant gardener with E. P.

Wilbur, after which he was an employe of W. A.

Wilbur. His death occurred March 26, 1894, at

the age of sixty-six years.

In his father's family, which comprised two

daughters and four sons, Nicholas A. Topfer is the

third in order of birth. His birth occurred Sep-

tember 23, 1869, in Stroudsburg, Monroe County,

Pa., and he was quite young when his parents re-

moved to South Bethlehem, where he was reared

to manhood. His education was obtained in the

public schools, and in his youth he worked at

various employments during the vacations, mainly
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for his father. In 1885 he became an assistant

gardener for E. P. Wilbur, with whom he was con-

nected for over two years. For the succeeding

year he was emploj'ed in the merchant mill of the

Bethlehem lion Company. Afterward returning

to the florist's trade, for which he seemed to have

a special adaptation, he took charge of Mrs. Em-

merich's greenhouses until her death, in March,

1892.

Since that time Mr. Topfer has leased his busi-

ness, which is located on Seneca Street, the ground

covered being 145x220 feet in dimensions. There

are five green houses, which are covered by four

thousand square feet of glass, and are the finest

of the kind in South Bethlehem. Mr. Topfer has

become thoroughly versed in the business, and

propagates and raises all varieties of plants and

vegetables. He has the reputation of doing the

finest decorating in the city, his taste being excel-

lent, and he is often called upon to furnish plants,

palms and flowers for weddings and entertain-

ments, both public and private. He was reared in

the faith of the Catholic Church, as were also his

parents, and is a member of the Church of the

Holy Infancy.

-C T ^ILLIAM HACKETT, the efficient and

\/Y/ popular Cashier of the Easton Nation-

al Bank, is a native of Pennsylvania,

having been born in Easton June 20, 1845. He is

a son of William and Harriet (Holland) Hackett.

His paternal ancestors were formerly from the

Island of St. Domingo, and his mother's family

came from England. Grandfather Hackett came

to this country in an early day and settled in

Philadelphia, but later removed to Northampton

County, where he remained until his death. Grand-

father Holland was also one of the pioneers of

Pennsylvania, and was a coal operator at Wilkes

Barre.

The father of our subject was born in Easton in

1812, and was educated in the public schools of

that place, but afterward studied law and was ad-

mitted to the Bar. He practiced his profession in

Easton for a number of years, and served as Pro-

thonotary of the county. He later became identi-

fied with the Easton National Bank, first as Cashier

and afterward as President. In politics he was a

Democrat, and a supporter of the principles of

that party. In his religious belief he was a mem-

ber of the Presbyterian Church, and an earnest

worker in the cause of Christianity. Two children

were born to Mr. and Mrs. Hackett: William, our

subject; and S. Holland, of the firm of Hackett &
Chidsey, brokers, of Easton.

The subject of this sketch was reared and edu-

cated in Easton, and afterward entered Princeton

College, where he was graduated in 1864. He then

studied law with James M. Porter, of Easton, for

some time, after which he entered the Albany Law

School, and was graduated from that institution in

1867. He was admitted to the Bar of Northamp-

ton County, and practiced his profession in Beth-

lehem for several years, after which he came to

Easton and was here engaged as Teller of the

Easton National Bank, and in 1874 was elected

Cashier, which position he is still holding.

Our subject has been, and is still, honored with

many offices of trust. He is at present Treasurer

and one of the managers of the Easton Delaware

Bridge Company, Treasurer and Director of the

Poxinosi Improvement Company, Treasurer of the

Easton Boot and Shoe Company, President of the

Advisory Board of the Easton Hospital, Director

in the H. G. Tombler Grocery Company, and was

formerly connected with the Easton Trust Com-

pany as Vice-President and Director. • He has also

been connected with various enterprises in Easton,

and has been largely identified with the industrial

growth of the city.

Mr. Hackett was united in marriage in October,

1880, with Miss Edith, daughter of Frederick W.

and Anna M. Noble, of Easton. Our subject and

wife are the parents of one child, a son, Waldo

Noble, a bright lad of eleven years. Politically

Mr. Hackett is a Democrat, but has never taken an

active part in politics. He has been repeatedly

solicited to become a candidate for office, but has

uniformly declined, being closely wedded to his

business. He is a man thoroughly informed on all
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subjects of the day, and is deeply interested in the

industrial question. He has contributed several

able articles on banking to various papers and

magazines, and has delivered addresses on several

occasions at conventions. He also takes an intelli-

gent interest in educational affairs, and is an active

worker in the hospital of Easton. Our subject is

interested in local advancement, and is numbered

among the leading men and substantial citizens of

Easton. Mr. Hackett, with his estimable wife, oc-

cupies a high social position, and enjoys the esteem

and good will of the entire community in which

he lives.

MW. WELLER, a resident of Columbia,

N. J., is engaged in the manufacture of

school slate in Portland, Northampton
County, where he is well known as an energetic and
capable business man. The family of which he is a

member originated, it is supposed, in Holland, but

has long been identified with the history of the

United States. Grandfather William Weller was

successful in his undertakings as an agriculturist,

and was a well known resident of Knowlton Town-
ship, Warren County, N. J.

The parents of our subject, Lewis C. and Sarah

(Hill) Weller, were natives of Warren County,
where the father died in July, 1894. As a local

politician he was influential and prominent, and
held various offices of trust in Knowlton Town-
ship. Michael W. was born in that township July

12, 1850, an'd was educated in the public schools

of Columbia. When eleven years of age he began
working in a school-slate factory, and, gaining in

boyhood a thorough knowledge of the business,

has made it his life occupation. He was employed
by others until nineteen years of age, when he be-

gan for himself the manufacture of school slate

near Portland, Pa.

In 1880 Mr. Weller commenced the manufacture
of school slate in Portland, which he continued
for a time, but afterward operated a quarry near
Bangor, this state. In 1888 he returned to Port-
land and began the development of his present
plant, which he has since carried on. He does an

extensive business in this line, and has in his em-

ploy about forty hands. In addition to his busi-

ness affairs he has kept thoroughly posted upon

topics of national and local importance, and is one

of the most influential Democrats of his county.

In 1890 he was elected upon his party ticket to

represent his fellow-citizens in the office of Sheriff

of Warren County, in which capacity he served for

three years. He was one of the most efficient and

popular men that office ever had, and enjoys an

extensive acquaintance in both Warren County,

N. J., and Northampton County, Pa. Modest and

retiring in disposition, he is, withal, progressive in

business, upright in character and kind and con-

siderate in domestic circles.

Socially Mr. Weller is a member of the Masonic

order, belonging to the lodge at Portland, and the

Knights of Pythias of the same place. His home
is presided over by his cultured wife, formerly

Miss Agnes Albert, who is a daughter of Robert

Albert, a resident of Northampton County. Mr.

Weller is entitled to more than passing men-

tion in this volume, for while not a resident of

Northampton he has contributed largely to the

development of its business interests and is re-

garded as one of its progressive citizens.

-#5+»

HENRY H. MANN, who formerly occupied

the responsible position of Commissioner

of Northampton County, and for many
years was a leading and successful business man,

is now living retired in the village of Richmond,

Washington Township. He is a native of New
Jersey, born in Warren County February 28, 1831,

and is the son of David and Sarah Mann. His

father was born in Pennsylvania and was of Ger-

man parentage, the paternal grandfather having

emigrated to this country from Germany, and set-

tled, it is supposed, first in Philadelphia.

In the War of 1812 David Mann was an active

participant. He settled in Warren County, N. J.,

and there married, his wife being a native of that

county. Thence in 1843 he removed to Penn-
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sylvania, and settled in Upper Mt. Bethel Town-

ship, Northampton County, where his death oc-

curred early in the '70s. Of his family three sons

survive, namely: John A., Theodore and Henry

H. The last-named was a mere lad when he ac-

companied the other, members to Northampton

County, and here, when a youth of probably four-

teen years, he was apprenticed to learn the trade

of a blacksmith, which occupation he followed act-

ively for many years. He became known as an

expert and successful workman, and always had a

large trade among the neighboring farmers. Ow-

ing to ill-health, however, he has been obliged for

the past fifteen years to live somewhat retired from

business.

For a quarter of a century, Mr. Mann has been

a resident of the village of Richmond, and no one

is more devoted to the progress of the town and

county than he. In everything tending to their

improvement he has been actively interested, and

every progressive measure is sure of his hearty

sympathy and active co-operation. His education

was limited to brief attendance in the public

schools of New Jersey and Pennsylvania, but

through experience he gained broad knowledge,

and by reading developed his intellectual powers.

Among the men who, during the progress of the

Civil War, enlisted under their country's flag was

the subject of this sketch. On the 17th of Octo-

ber, 1862, his name was enrolled as a member of

Company H, One Hundred and Seventy-fourth

Pennsylvania Infantry, assigned to the depart-

ment of the South, operating in the Carolinas.

All the horrors and trials of war, the forced

marches, privations and fierce contests, he endured

during his service of about ten months. In Au-

gust of 1863 he was honorably discharged from

the service, and now, in partial compensation for

his labors in the army, he is tendered a pension of

$8 per month. He holds membership in Albert

Jones Post, G. A. R., at Bangor.

While a Democrat on national questions, Mr.

Mann has independent proclivities, and in local

matters supports the man and measure rather than

any political organization. He has served as In-

spector of Elections of Washington Township, and

for one term held the position of Commissioner of

Northampton County. He and his wife, whose

maiden name was Elmira Gruver, are held in the

highest esteem by all who know them, and are

numbered among the honored residents of Rich-

mond. Socially he belongs to Portland Lodge

No. 311, F. & A. M.

—

s#p—

•

.

r~y EORGE RAESLY, the popular and effi-

V_JC cient Postmaster of Mt. Bethel, and a

prominent business man of that place, is a

native of Northampton County, and was born

July 3, 1859. His parents, Benjamin F. and Ma-

tilda (Loehr) Raesly, were natives of the same

place. The Raesly family were early settlers of

Mt. Bethel Township, where the father of our sub-

ject occupied the position of County Superintend-

ent of Schools for nine years. He is a graduate of

the State Normal School, and is an old educator in

the county, and well known throughout the state
5

having been interested in educational work for a

number of years.

George Raesly, the subject of this sketch, was

reared to man's estate in Mt. Bethel, and was edu-

cated in the public schools here. He also attended

Lafayette College at Easton, Pa., for a short time.

After leaving school he taught one term in Will-

iams Township, but came to the conclusion that

teaching was not to be his avocation, so set about

looking for something more congenial. In the

spring of 1877 he engaged as clerk in the dry-

goods store of R. J. Gruver, and for four years

he continued to wait upon the customers that

thronged the store, winning the esteem and confi-

dence of his employer and making a host of friends

by his courteous manner and genial disposition.

In 1881 he was admitted as a partner in the busi-

ness, and the firm is now known as Gruver &
Raesly, and he is considered one of the leading

business men of the town.

January 23, 1883, Mr. Raesly was united in mar-

riage with Ella, a daughter of Calvin and Sarah E.

Heller, of Upper Mt. Bethel Township, Northamp-

ton County. Two children have been born to Mr.

and Mrs. Raesly, Mary and Tillie. Politically our
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subject is aDemocrat, and was appointed Postmaster

of Mt. Bethel by President Cleveland in 1892. He

was elected School Director, and has served as Secre-

tary of the board for a number of years. Socially

he is identified with the Independent Order of Odd

Fellows. A wide-awake, thorough-going business

man, he takes an intelligent interest in everything

pertaining to the advancement of his community,

and is deserving of the high regard in which he is

held by all who know him, and is entitled to more

than passing notice in an enumeration of the suc-

cessful men of Northampton County.

«^;^.4.^.4.^.^.^.^.»^.»4-^|»»<5"^»»»»»»»»ZX>

JAMES A. HARPS. The life of this honor-

able citizen of Northampton County fur-

nishes an example of what may be accom-

plished by persistence, sagacity and industry. His

career, in its practical results, is an encouragement

to every struggling young man who has ambition
)

resolution and a genius for hard work. In his

store at Ackermanville he handles a general line of

dry goods, groceries, boots and shoes, hardware

and glassware, drugs, paints and oils. He has been

engaged in business at this place since the spring

of 1893, prior to which time he was for over three

years similarly occupied in Snydersville, Monroe

County, Pa. With the assistance of his clerk he

takes entire charge of his establishment, the an-

nual sales of which run from $10,000 to $15,000.

A native of Monroe County, Pa., the subject of

this notice was born March 31, 1867, and is a son

of Alexander and Susan Harps, residents of that

county. He was reared to manhood there, receiv-

ing such educational advantages as its schools af-

forded. Much of his time in boyhood and youth

was spent upon a farm, and he gained a thorough

knowledge of agricultural pursuits. However, he

did not care to follow that occupation for his life

work, so secured a position as clerk in a store at

Snydersville, Monroe County. While thus em-

ployed he became familiar with the details of the

business, and, saving his money, was enabled after

a time to open a store of his own. In the fall of

1889 he became proprietor of a dry-goods and

general mercantile establishment at Snydersville,

where he remained between three and four years.

Owing to the fact that Ackermanville presented

better opportunities for enlarging his store and in-

creasing his facilities for business, he removed

hither and has since conducted a lucrative trade

among the people of the locality.

Socially Mr. Harps holds membership in Barger

Lodge No. 325, F. & A. M., at Stroudsburg, and

Neolo Lodge No. 827, 1. O. O. F., at Snydersville.

In his political belief he is strongly in favor of the

Republican party, and never fails to give his vote

for its principles and the men who represent them.

The postofflce at Ackermanville is located in his

store and he is serving as Deputy Postmaster. His

religious connections are with the Methodist Epis-

copal Church. In his various enterprises he has

been assisted by his industrious wife, Tacy, to

whom he owes no small share of his success. She

is a daughter of Samuel Bittenbender, of Monroe

County, Pa., and by her marriage has become the

mother of two daughters, named Ruth and Maud.

-«+$^-

/">" OL. SAMUEL D. LEHR, ex-Mayor, and one

^ j of the prominent citizens of Allentown,

was here born on the 30th of May, 1838,

and is a representative of one of the honored early

families of the community. His grandfather, Peter

Lehr, was a native of Pennsylvania, and was of

German descent. He served his country in the

War of 1812, together with his four brothers.

Joseph Lehr, the father of our subject, was born

in Allentown in 1809. By trade he was a lock and

gun smith, and followed that business during the

greater part of his life. He married Miss Louisa

Newhard, daughter of Peter Newhard. She was

born in Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, and

died June 12, 1862, in Allentown. Mr. Lehr

passed away in this city in 1864.

Under the parental roof Samuel D. Lehr spent

the days of his boyhood, and in its public schools

acquired his literary education. He then began
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his business career as assistant civil engineer

with Dr. Jesse Samuels and G. A. Aschbach, with

whom he continued for some time. He was after-

ward in partnership with Richard R. Emery, the

business being carried on under the firm name of

Lehr& Emery. The partnership was continued for

four years, when Mr. Emery died, and Mr. Lehr

became sole proprietor of the business, which he

conducted alone up to June 16, 1893, at which

time he admitted to partnership J. Howard Martz.

This partnership continued until April 1, 1894,

when A. W. Leh was taken into the firm as archi-

tect, the firm then being styled Lehr, Leh & Martz,

architects and civil engineers. Besides the office

at Allentown they have a branch office at South

Bethlehem.

During the late war Mr. Lehr manifested his

loyalty to the Government by enlisting in the

Union service in 1862. He was made Captain of

Company B, One Hundred and Seventy-sixth

Pennsylvania Infantry, and at once went to the

South, where he saw some hard service. A year

later he was mustered out, and on his return home

he was appointed Recruiting Agent, being com-

missioned by Governor Curtin. He did faith-

ful service in this eapaeit}', in fact he has ever

been true to the public and private trusts reposed

in him. In 1869 he organized Company B, which

is now part of the Fourth Regiment of the Na-

tional Guards of Pennsylvania, and was mustered

in as its Captain. He commanded the company for

a period of sixteen years, and in the mean time

was elected Major of the Fourth Regiment. In

1885 he was elected Colonel of the regiment, and

served in that position for five years. He has

only two superiors in years of continued serv-

ice among the Pennsylvania National Guards.

In 1890 his term expired and he was placed upon

the list of retired officers. His record as a com-

mander is one of which he may be proud, and he

has always had tbe confidence and high regard of

his subordinates and tbe esteem of his equals in

the service.

In 1865 Colonel Lehr married Miss Elizabeth S.

Engleman, daughter of Louis Engleman, a farmer

of this county. They have one daughter, Cora

M., now the wife of Arnon P. Miller, of Allen-

town. In his political views Mr. Lehr is a Demo-
crat, and in 1890 was elected on that ticket Mayor
of Allentown, which position he filled for three

years with credit to himself and satisfaction to his

constituents. During the last twenty years he has

served as City Engineer, and in this work has

given entire satisfaction^ fact which is shown by
his long continuance in office. He is one of the

best known citizens of this place, and the leading

interests of this community, especially those calcu-

lated to advance the public welfare, receive his

hearty support and co-operation.

AMUEL KLEINHANS, who is proprietor

of the garden and truck farm situated in

the borough of South Easton, is a native

of Williams Township, Northampton County, and

was born February 13,1847. The family of which

he is a representative was founded in this town-

ship by his paternal grandfather, who was one of

its pioneer settlers. Here his father, Jacob Klein-

hans, was born and reared to manhood, and here

he engaged at the trade of a tailor, meantime also

carrying on agricultural pursuits. His death oc-

curred some years ago.

Upon the home farm the boyhood and youthful

years of the subject of this biography were unevent-

fully passed, and under the instruction of his fa-

ther he gained a thorough knowledge of every de-

partment of agriculture. Meantime, he was dur-

ing the winter months a student in the neighboring

district schools, where he gained a practical educa-

tion. Early in life he became self-supporting, and

adopting for his business that of a gardener and

truck farmer, he has been thus engaged for a period

of more than twenty-two years, meeting with dis-

tinct success in his enterprise. In the fall of 1881

he settled upon the place where he has since re-

sided. Previous to this he had resided for some

time a short distance from tbe borough of Easton,

upon a farm lying along the river banks. In ad-

dition to his property in the borough of South

Easton, he is the owner of seventy-six acres of farm
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land in this county, all of which he has accumu-

lated through his own prudent and energetic

efforts, seconded by the assistance of his capable

wife and children. On his farm land he has six

good dwelling-houses and two good barns. He
also has improved and unimproved property in

South Easton.

For a life companion Mr. Klein hans chose Miss

EmmaE., daughter of Samuel Hahn, a resident of

Williams Township. Their union has resulted in

the birth of nine children, as follows: Edgar H.,

who is in the Junior class at Lafayette College, at

Easton; Hiram P., Dorothy W., Mary M., Forest

J., Samuel O., Daisy F., Emma F. and Stanley H.

As a citizen Mr. Kleinhans votes the Democratic

ticket, always giving his support to the men and
principles for which that party stands. In relig-

ious connections he adheres to the faith of his fore-

fathers, being a devoted Lutheran, and holds mem-
bership in St. Paul's Church of Easton. For a

number of years he has served the congregation as

an Elder. He is a man who through hard work
has gained a comfortable competence, and at the

same time through honorable methods of transact-

ing business has gained the confidence of the

people of the county.

gjr^^cggjgjggg&fg^^gg^pi'

WILLIAM F. MOSSER, one of the rep-

resentative business men and substan-

tial citizens of Allentown, is now owner
of a large foundry in this city. By his own un-
aided efforts he has worked his way upward until

he now occupies an enviable position in business
circles. He was born in Lehigh County, Pa., on the
26th of December, 1833, and is a son of Joseph
Mosser, a farmer and miller of this county, who
died in Lynn Township in 1893, in the eighty-
third year of his age. The family is of German
origin, and was founded in America by ancestors
who emigrated from the Fatherland in the seven-
teenth century. The mother of our subject bore
the maiden name of Mary Krause. She was born
in this county, and is a daughter of Philip Krause.

She still survives herhusband, and has now reached

the age of eighty-one years.

William F. Mosser of this sketch is the eldest in

a family of three children, two of whom grew to

mature years. The days of boyhood and youth

were quietly passed in his parents' home, and his

education was acquired in the common schools.

He aided his father in the mill until seventeen

years of age, and then began clerking in the store

of Mosser & Gehman, in Breinigsville, where he

remained for two years. On the expiration of

that period he entered a general store, where he

was employed nine years.

In 1863 Mr. Mosser came to Allentown, and

began the manufacture of iron carriage and wagon
axles, as a member of the firm of Neleigh & Mosser.

The partnership between these gentlemen con-

tinued until 1871, when by mutual consent it was

dissolved. Our subject is now at the head of a

large foundry and machine shop, where he is en-

gaged in the manufacture of stationary pumps,

machinery for mills, turbine wheels and other iron

implements. He receives orders from all parts of

the country, and is doing a large business, employ-

ment being furnished to fifty men. In 1892 he

admitted to partnership his son, and operations are

now carried on under the firm name of William F.

Mosser & Son.

In 1854 our subject was united in marriage

with Miss Louisa Seiberling, of Schuylkill County,
Pa., and a daughter of Peter Seiberling. Five

children have been born of their union, one son

and four daughters, namely: Alvena, Amanda,
Emma, Rosa, and Charles F., who is now associated

with his father in business. The parents are both

members of the Lutheran Church, contribute lib-

erally to its support, and take an active interest in

church and benevolent work.

In his political views Mr. Mosser is a stalwart

supporter of the principles of the Republican party,

but has never sought or desired public office,

preferring to devote his entire time and attention

to his business interests. In his undertakings he

has met with an excellent degree of success, owing
to his enterprise, industry and well directed ef-

forts. He watches closely all the details of the

business, and by careful supervision he has become
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one of the substantial citizens of Allentown. The

firm of Mossev & Son is now doing a prosperous

business, for the experience and understanding of

the senior partner and the activity and enterprise

of the junior form a combination which cannot

fail to win success.

^H-^******^^************^

JOHN WOLF, the efficient Postmaster of Ban-

gor, Pa., and a prominent business man of

the place, was born in Upper Mt. Bethel

Township, Northampton County, September

11, 1838, and is the son of William and Anna

Maria (Van Horn) Wolf. He is of German de-

scent, his ancestors having come from Baden, Ger-

many, to the United States, settling in Bath, this

county. Grandfather Philip Wolf emigrated to

this country in an early day. He was a farmer

and lumberman by occupation, and died in Bath

in the year 1838. He was the father of six chil-

dren, four sons and two daughters, and was a sol-

dier in the War of 1812. The father of our sub-

ject, who was born near Bath, was a farmer by oc-

cupation. He was the father of fifteen children,

fourteen of whom are living: Susan, John, Henri-

etta, Cornelia, Josephine, Emeline, Elizabeth,

Maria, Franklin G., William J., Theodore, Sabina,

Sallie A. and Ella. One daughter, Mary, is de-

ceased. William Wolf was a Democrat in politics

and was stanch in the support of his party, but

never aspired to any office. He was a member of

the Evangelical Church, of which he was a faith-

ful and consistent member. His remains were in-

terred in Bangor Cemetery.

Our subject was reared on his father's farm, and

received his education in the public schools of his

native township. He remained with his parents

until he attained the age of twenty, and afterward

worked on a farm for two years. In 1860 he went

into business for himself, buying out Jacob Eng-

lert, an undertaker and cabinet-maker of Bangor.

He followed this occupation until a few years

ago, when he was appointed Postmaster of Bangor

by President Cleveland, and assumed charge of the

postoffice at that place. For about two years, in

1888-89, he carried on a shoe business.

Mr. Wolf was united in marriage, January 5,

1861, with Miss Matilda Bach, a daughter of Jo-

seph Bach, of Upper Mt. Bethel Township. They

became the parents of nine children, seven of whom
are living: Lillie, the wife of Jacob F. Speer;

Cyrus, who married Ada Jones; Oscar, married to

May Flory, a daughter of Solomon Flory; Horace,

who married Amanda Weaver, of Pen Argyl, and

is assistant in the postoffice; Newton, who married

Allie Bruch; and Edward and Hattie. Oscar is

engaged in the furniture business, both wholesale

and retail; and Newton has the undertaking busi-

ness formerly carried on by his father.

In politics our subject is a stanch Democrat, and

at one time was a candidate for the Legislature in

the county of Northampton. He is familiar with,

and takes great interest in, the labor question, and

also the national issues in politics. He has served as

School Director, and also as a member of the Coun-

cil, and for three years has held the office of As-

sessor in Bangor. Socially he is a member of Ban-

gor Lodge No. 565, F. & A. M. He is ever ready

to extend aid in all matters of local enterprise, and

is intimately associated with the growth and up-

ward progress of his home locality.

-^=^>^-<^=-i-

f~y EORGE W. GEISER, a prominent and able

V^T attorney of Easton, is a man of superior

mental endowments, strengthened and en-

riched by the highest culture. His mind is clear,

concise, analytical and well poised, and he impresses

one as a man of great strength, depth and grasp of

mind. His professional career has been a success,

and he is regarded as one of the leading attorneys

of the city. He was born September 21, 1852, in

Petersville, Lehigh Township, Northampton Coun-

ty, and is the son of Samuel and Catherine (Mack)

Geiser. His ancestors were Swiss, and his grand-

father, John J. Geiser, was born in Berne, Switzer-

land. Hs came to this country about eight years

ago, locating in Lehigh Township, Northampton
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County. He was a manufacturer of woolen goods

by occupation, and on his decease was buried in

Lehigh Township.

Samuel Geiser, father of our subject, was born

on the old homestead in 1821. He is engaged in

the manufacture of woolen goods, owning a woolen

mill in Northampton County, and is a very suc-

cessful business man. His family consisted of nine

children, eight of whom are living, two sons and

six daughters. In politics he is a Democrat, and

always gives his support to the candidates of that

party. He is a member of the Lutheran Church,

an earnest worker in the same, and takes a deep

interest in educational and church work. During

the Rebellion he was strongly opposed to slavery,

and was deeply in sympathy with the success of

the North.

George W. Geiser, our subject, prepared for col-

lege at Dickens' Seminary, in Williamsport, Pa.

In 1871 he entered Franklin and Marshall College,

and was graduated from that institution in 1875.

After graduating he had charge of a private school

at Bath, this county, for a term of years, and at

the same time carried on the study of law. In

1875 he received his degree of M. A. from Frank-

lin and Marshall College, and the same year he

entered the law office of Hon. Henry Green, now
a Justice of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania,

and was admitted to practice February 22, 1878.

Shortly after his admission to the Bar he opened

an office and began the practice of his profession

in Easton. He soon became interested in politics,

and from that time has taken an active part in

campaign work. He was elected District Attorney

for the county of Northampton November 6, 1883,

and remained in office for three years. In 1891

he was elected County Solicitor, and has served in

that capacity for three years.

In addition to other interests, Mr. Geiser is

President and Treasurer of the Pennsylvania Hard
Vein Slate Company, and is Secretary of and So-

licitor for the Northampton Hard Vein Slate Com-
pany. Socially he is a member of the Masonic
order, and is identified with the lodge, chapter,

commandery and council at Easton, and the Con-
sistory at Philadelphia. In his religious belief he

is a member of the First Presbyterian Church. Po-

litically he is a Democrat, and ever true to the

principles of that party. Mr. Geiser is married

and has three children.

/~y HARLES M. W. KECK, Cashier of the Al-

\^ j lentown National Bank, is a man of good

business ability, who has proven an able

officer in the position which he now fills. The

record of his life is as follows: He was born in

Salisbury Township, Lehigh County, September

28, 1850, and is a son of Charles and Mary B.

(Gangewere) Keck. The father was a native of

Lehigh County, and in early life followed farming

and milling. In after life he was one of the pro-

prietors of the Lehigh Patriot, a German paper,

since consolidated with the Register. He and his

wife are now deceased, their last days having been

spent in Allentown.

Mr. Keck of this sketch was reared in Allen-

town, whither his parents removed when he was

only two years of age. His education was acquired

in the public and high schools, which he attended

until fourteen years of age, when he began earn-

ing his own livelihood. He was employed in the

Allentown Rolling Mills for ten months, and on

the expiration of that period accepted a clerkship

in a general store in Allentown. On leaving that

position he took a five-months commercial course

in Eastman's Business College of Poughkeepsie,

N. Y., in order to better fit himself for a practical

business life and pave his way to further promo-

tion.

On his return to Allentown, Mr. Keck was of-

fered the position of bookkeeper by M. J. Kramer,

and continued to serve in that capacity for two

years. In August, 1868, he entered the Allen-

town National Bank, and his efficiency and faith-

fulness were acknowledged and rewarded on the

12th of May, 1885, when he was unanimously

elected Cashier of the bank, which position he has

since filled with credit to himself and satisfaction

to his associates. Of his business industry, ex-

haustive knowledge of the requirements of his

position, and the ripe experience of the past twenty





WILLIAM H. EOKERT.



PORTRAIT AND I GRAPHICAL RECORD. 739

years of his life, the institution reaps the benefits.

The capital stock of the bank is a half-million dol-

lars, and the deposits average about 11,200,000.

On the 24th of October, 1872, was celebrated

the marriage of Mr. Keck and Miss A. P. Newhard,

daughter of E. R. Newhard, of Allentown. Their

home is located at No. 427 "Walnut Street, and is a

handsome residence, in one of the best neighbor-

hoods of the city. There hospitality abounds and

a warm welcome is ever extended to their many

friends.

Mr. Keck was instrumental in the organization

of the Mutual Building and Loan Association, and

for about five' years was Treasurer of the corpora-

tion. He is also Treasurer of the Lehigh Valley

Car Company. In politics he is a stanch Republi-

can. He is a trusted and honored man, and the

confidence reposed in him is never betrayed. True

and faithful in all things, he has won the high re-

gard of those with whom he has been brought in

contact. His business career is a credit to him,

for he had no special advantages in his youth, and

worked his way upward unaided. He may truly

be called a self-made man.

WILLIAM H. ECKERT, a native of Le-

high County, is.one of the most influ-

ential citizens of Allentown, where he

is leading a retired life. In the upbuilding of the

city he has aided very materially, and now, being

the possessor of a handsome fortune, he has de-

termined to spend his declining years in peace

and rest. He is the son of William Eckert, also a

native of this county, who was born in 1800 and

died in 1865. He in turn was the son of William,

Sr., whose ancestors came from Germany early in

the history of this country. The latter departed

this life in 1848, when in his seventy-eighth year.

William, of this sketch, was born December 5,

1826, and has passed almost his entire life in his

native county. His mother, whose maiden name was

Elizabeth Gudekuntz, was born in this county De-

cember 4, 1797. His father for a number of years

lived in Allentown, where he owned a mill. He par-

31

ticipated as a soldier in the War of 1812, and

while he was away from home the mother of our

subject operated the mill, grinding the grain for

the inhabitants of Allentown. She joined the

Lutheran Church when thirteen years of age, and

through her entire life lived up to the faith taught

by that denomination.

The parental family included seven children, of

whom William H. was the fourth in order of birth

and is the only survivor. He spent his boyhood

days on the home farm, and accompanied his par-

ents to this city. "When only twelve years of age

he learned to manufacture cigars, and January 21,

1856, entered that business and conducted a large

and paying trade. In 1875 he manufactured a

very superior quality of cigars, which he sold

readily in New York City.

Since 1878 our subject has been retired from

active business life, giving his attention to look-

ing after his private interests. He is a stockholder

in the Allentown Hardware Company, and owns a

large amount of land in Nebraska. In local affairs

he has always taken an active part, and for several

years was a member of the Common Council. He is

affable and kind, and nothing gives him greater

delight than to make those about him comfortable

and happy. In politics he votes with the Repub-

licans, believing that party to be in the right.

In 1846 Mr. Eckert married Miss Lydia L. Eck-

ert, a native of this county, and the daughter of

John Eckert. Her great-grandfather, Henry Franz,

and his entire family, with the exception of the

grandfather, were massacred by the Indians in their

home in this county. Mrs. Eckert died February

8, 1894, when in the sixty-seventh year of her age.

Of the twelve children born to our subject and

wife, three are deceased. Seven daughters and

two sons are living, of whom we make the follow-

ing mention: Annie C. is the wife of Jesse Leh-

man, and makes her home in Lincoln, Neb.; Sara

E. is Mrs. Samuel B. Berger, of Allentown; Maria

E. married John F. Fetzler, and is residing near

Beemer, Neb.; Ella S. is the wife of W. Otto Blumer,

and also makes her home in the above place in

Nebraska; Walter iives near Beemer; Clarissa L.,

now Mrs. Llewellyn Woodring, lives in Fremont,

Neb.; Elizabeth L. is the wife of Alfred Nagle,and
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lives in this city; Alfred W. married Tillie Brong,

and also lives here; and Mary A. is the wife of

Clinton Beck, of Allentown.

In addition to the above record of the life of

Mr. Eckert, we present the following facts from

his autobiography:

"I am aware that in writing this sketch it will

be liable to encounter some critics, and that my
long-established character for moral integrity and

strict adherence to truth is perilously jeopard-

ized thereby. Nevertheless, with unflinching zeal

do I hereby set forth this narrative, and to any

who after its perusal desire either to consult with

me or to obtain more exact details, I will gladly

give a hearing. My object in penning these lines

is not to make some of the regretful periods in my
life prominent, but with the hope that some of my
fellow-men may read and be benefited therebj'.

"I was born in Salisbury Township on the 5th

of December, 1826, and the well known Scrip-

ture quotation, 'that man is born unto trouble'

was fulfilled very early in my life. When but three

years old I began to realize that some day I would
lose my good mother, and though hardly old

enough to begin to think for myself, the thought

gave me a great deal of anxiety and I was often

forced to weep over the realization that one whom
I had already learned to love, and who became so

dear to me later in my life, would be taken from
me. I never permitted my mother nor any one
else, however, to see my sorrow, for then, as at

present, I did not believe in making those about
me unhappy. When I was eleven years of age my
parents removed to Allentown, where some years

later I learned the trade of a cigar-maker.

"At the age of seventeen years, owing to a mis-

understanding with my father, I left home, and
took up my residence in Newark, N. J. There I

found employment with a man by the name of

Printzhoeffer, who treated me very kindly and re-

peatedly asked me to take charge of the store dur-
ing his absence. I was in Newark one year, worked
faithfully, but lived high. During my residence

there I was taken sick, and although Mrs. Brown
and daughter, with whom I boarded, volunteered
to take care of me, I returned to Allentown.
When I had fully recovered, I left for Connecti-

cut, but that state did not suit me and I returned

home. Then I worked in Fogelsville for Nathan

Weiler for one week. Again I came home and my
father purchased some tobacco, from which I made

cigars until my marriage, in September, 1846.

After this I worked four weeks for Jacob Schell,

at Griesemer's Hill.

"Then m}' father and father-in-law started my
brother-in-law, Adam H. Eckert, and myself in

business. We worked faithfully for a while, but

could not stand prosperity, and through gambling

and drink we soon had no business, no stock, no

shop. Shortly after this failure I started a shop

on Hamilton Street, below Seventh, but the same

indiscretions that caused the unsuccessful termin-

ation of my previous attempt to do business again

produced the same results. Then I started a shop

on Hamilton Street, near Eighth, in a house owned
by Hon. Peter Newhard. This venture also proved

a failure.

"I then began to work for John F. Ruhe & Son,

and was with them continuously for almost five

years. After that I continued to work when it

suited my fancy, and to waste my substance in

riotous living, hoping, however, when I was in my
sober thoughts that the day would yet come when
I would be saved from the curse. This was my
sincere desire, notwithstanding the fact that I did

comparatively little to carry it into effect. I did

all sorts of foolish things, among them being a

visit to all my creditors to ask them for their ac-

counts against me, although I had no money to

pay them, and very little prospect of getting any
if I continued my present mode of living. I often

overheard the remark that I must be losing my
reason. About that time I called upon Charles

L. Martin and begged him to give me some medi-

cine to cure my appetite for liquor. He did so,

but it failed, and it seemed as if I could not be

stopped on my road to destruction. One day, with

some of my companions in sin, I started to roam
through the country, and a few days later I found
myself in bed at a tavern at Mechanicsville, sick

from my debauchery and without a penny in my
pocket. I started to walk to Catasauqua, with the

intention of raising money there to buy more drink.

On the way I stopped at a tavern and got a drink,
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although I had informed the boy in charge that I

had no money to pay for it.

"Then the crisis came. While the glass was yet

pressed to my lips, I besought the good Lord to save

me from my enemy, rum, and I went from that

place with the determination that I would lead a

different life. On my way from the tavern I

stopped at a crossroad about a quarter of a mile

away, and there I stood in the snow fully fifteen

minutes, fighting the battle against drink, asking

that God would give me strength to enable me to

turn homeward and become a better man. The

answer to my prayer came in a peculiar manner.

While in the midst of a desperate struggle against

my great enemy, a horse and sleigh came along in

the direction of my home. I asked the man
whether I could ride along, and he cheerfully

granted my request. On the way, I said to the

driver, whose name was Fogelman, 'Now I am
saved, for to-day I have taken the last drop of

liquor for my lifetime.' He had confidence in

what I said, and practically demonstrated it by in-

viting me to accompany him to his home for din-

ner, which I accepted. My determination to turn

over a new leaf made me feel like a new man.

From Mr. Fogelman 's house I returned home, and

my father gave me his usual and much-deserved

lecture. I interrupted him and told him of my
resolution never to drink again, and from that day

to this I have, with the help of God, kept my
promise to my father.

"My eleven years' experience with liquor, and my
subsequent life, which I have endeavored to live

according to the true standard of morality and

Christianity, are convincing proof to myself that

any man who so desires (no matter to what depths

he may have fallen) can be saved with the help of

God and his own energies.

"During my eleven years spent in drink, and
nearly thirty-nine years as a temperate man, I

have learned that there is very little difference

between the rumseller and a great many ministers

and some prominent church people. In the case

of the liquor dealer, the results of his work one

sees everywhere, and nine out of every ten en-

gaged in the traffic will not deny the evil effects

of their business. I have noticed, on the other

hand, that many ministers and church members
do not practice what they preach, and though
fighting with each other, etc., probably do more to

keep people away from their Maker than the rum-
seller.

"After I had conquered rum I had considerable

trouble to establish my good intentions and gain

the confidence of my fellow-men. For three years

I struggled to make ends meet, during which time

my good wife passed through a severe illness, and

oftentimes I did not have ten cents to my name;

but I prayed and hoped for the best, and at last

everybody seemed to have confidence in me. My
father-in-law furnished me money to buy stock,

and thus enabled me to begin work at my trade,

cigar-making. While in New York to buy tobacco

I called on my brother-in-law, who was in the em-

ploy of Box & Edmunds, tobacco dealers. The
day following I was requested to call on the mem-
bers of the firm, who made a proposition to me
that I should manufacture cigars for them from

their tobacco. This I did for three years to the

entire satisfaction of the firm and myself.

"I was elected a Deacon of Zion Reformed Church,

and prayed to God frequently for wisdom and

strength that I might live a just and true life, and

by living thus be a living example to others. Be-

lieving that Zion Reformed Church was not con-

ducted as it should be, and also that God was

leading me, I severed my connection with the con-

gregation, and my good wife and I attached our-

selves to the United Brethren Church, to which I

belonged for a time.

"Believing as I do in the Bible, I cannot consist-

ently agree with those who say that women should

be permitted to preach. The Bible says, 'Thou

shalt not steal,' and I believe it. The same

Bible says women shall not preach, and I am

bound to believe that as much as the other. But

in this, as in many other instances, the ministers

shape matters to suit their convenience, comfort

and temporal welfare. In many cases they work

to the influential, or rather the rich, for the ac-

complishment of their selfish desires in the shape

of large salaries.

"I believe in God's laws, and that they cover

everthing, and can therefore not agree with those
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who change His laws, either by adding to them or

taking from them. To those that do this, I would

say, read carefully Revelation xxii: 18-19. I be-

lieve in a good and honorable ministry, the church

properly conducted, the education of our people,

and last, but not least, that all things shall be

done according toGod's will.

"For what I am to-day I thank God and a good

father, a kind and loving mother, who prayed con-

tinuously for the welfare of her children, and a

good Christian wife, who stood by me through all

my trials, all of whom I hope and pray to meet in

that beautiful home beyond the skies."

JOHN J. HEINTZELMAN, who has with note-

worthy ability occupied various official po-

sitions of trust in his locality, and at present

is the genial station agent of Nazareth, was

born December 31, 1857, at the above-named place,

and is a son of Jacob and Mary (Roesch) Heint-

zelman. His ancestors came from Kansack, Wurt-
emberg, Germany, in a very early day, and settled

in Northampton County.

The father of John J. Heintzelman was born in

Marbarch, Germany, November 7, 1830, and was a

son of Joseph Heintzelman. He was reared on a

farm and was educated in Germany, but emigrated
to the United States in 1856 and settled in Naz-
areth, where he is still living. He became the

father of six children, four of whom are living:

John J., our subject; Josephine, the wife of Charles
Lederman, of Camden, N. J.; and Annie and Al-
ice, both at home. P'rank and Harry are both de-'

ceased. Mr. Heintzelman is a member of the Mora-
vian Church, and in his political leanings is a sup-
porter of the Democratic party.

Our subject was educated up to his twelfth year
in the public and Moravian schools of Nazareth,
but left school at that age and began clerking in

the store of John F. Beitel, with whom he remained
three and one-half years. After this he clerked
for Mr. Kern from 1875 to 1879, and then engaged
with O. H. Knecht for a period of three years. On
the expiration of that time be was employed by

the Bangor & Portland Railroad at Pen Argyl as

station agent, at which time the Nazareth branch

was built. At the end of six or eight months he

was transferred to Nazareth and was made station

agent at the latter point. In 1886 he was made Sup-

erintendent of Transportation for the entire Ban-

gor & Portland Railroad, but still acts as station

agent at Nazareth. He is President of the Naza-

reth Electric Light and Power Company, which

plant was started in 1893, and he is also half-owner

of the Pen Argyl Index, a flourishing weekly pa-

per of the same place. In addition to his many
other duties he is general agent for John Blair, of

Pen Argyl, looking after his property interests, etc.

Politically our subject is a Democrat. He is a

member of the Moravian Church, in which he is a

Trustee, and also President of the Young Men's

Lyceum of Nazareth.

January 2, 1879, our subject was united in mar-

riage with Miss Lizzie Kester, daughter of Ferdin-

and Kester, of Hamilton Square, Monroe County.

In eight short months after her wedding day

death came and claimed her for his own. In 1892

our subject was again married, this time to Miss

Ella S. Delp, a daughter of John Delp, of Easton,

Pa. Mr. and Mrs. Heintzelman are the happy

parents of one child, a beautiful little daughter,

Anna Miller, born July 25, 1893. The family oc-

cupy a high social position and enjoy the esteem

of a wide circle of sincere friends.

HENRY BITZ. The fine property which

Mr. Bitz owns, and the comforts which

surround his family, are a creditable show-

ing for one who began in early youth with ordin-

ary influence and capital, and indicate the sturdy

nature of the man to whose determination and

unflagging industry they are due. For many
years actively engaged in agricultural pursuits, he

is now spending the twilight of his life in retire-

ment from business cares, and is making his home
in Ackermanville, Northampton County.
The parents of our subject, John and Catherine

Bitz, were natives of Pennsylvania, and his ances-
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tors were early settlers of the Lehigh Valley, hav-

ing come hither from Germany. John Bitz was

for many years a resident of Lower Mt. Bethel

Township, but his death, in 1865, occurred in

Plainfleld Township. Of his children the follow-

ing-named survive: Henry, who was born in

Northampton County, Pa., April 12, 1826; and

Samuel, a resident of Plainfleld Township. The
former was reared in this county, receiving his

education in the district schools, which he attend-

ed about three months each year. At the age of

seventeen he abandoned his studies, and thenceforth

gave his undivided attention to farm work, with

which through early training he had become

familiar.

After his marriage, Mr. Bitz settled upon a farm

in what is now Washington Township, and there

he continued to reside, engaged in farm work,

until the spring of 1893, when he retired from

agriculture and removed to Ackermanville. He
still retains the ownership of two hundred and

sixty acres of well improved laud, from the rental

of which he receives a good income. He is a

Director of the First National Bank of Pen Argyl,

and has other moneyed interests in this vicinity.

Devoted to the welfare of his town and county, he

has served as School Director of Washington

Township, as a member of the Election Board,

and as Supervisor of Roads.

On the 1st of May, 1847, occurred the marriage

of Henry Bitz and Miss Rebecca A. Ackerman.

This lady was born in Northampton County, Sep-

tember 10, 1829, and is a daughter of Isaac and

Sallie (Hahn) Ackerman, also natives of North-

ampton County. Her paternal grandfather and

great-grandfather were among the early settlers of

Ackermanville, and this village was named in

honor of them. Unto the union of Mr. and Mrs.

Bitz twelve children were born, of whom eight are

now living, as follows: Sarah, wife of Josiah Price;

Isaac; Matilda, who married Samuel Russell; Emma,

Mrs. Owen Dreisbach; Ellen, who is the wife of

Jacob E. Haney; Amanda; Edna, wife of Joseph

Albert; and Martha, Mrs. John Yeisley.

The record of the life of Mr. Bitz shows that he

has ever been kind, generous and whole-souled in

word and deed, and his neighbors have found that

they can call upon him for sympathy and help in

time of need. He is a consistent Christian, hold-
ing membership in the Lutheran Church. His
wife is identified with the Reformed Church, in

which she is an active worker. They are honored
by all who know them and are numbered among
the well known people of this county.

DAVID WIESER, ex-Commissioner of Le-

high County, not only enjoys the reputa-

tion of a well known and capable official,

but of an intelligent and progressive farmer, who
is thoroughly posted on all matters pertaining to

his vocation in life and is thoroughly conversant

with public affairs. He was born in Whitehall

Township, this county, January 9, 1830,and is the

son of Daniel and Lidia (Miller) Wieser, the father

born in Berks County, and the mother a native of

this county. The paternal grandfather of our

subject was also a native of Berks County, while

his father came from Germany. Our subject on

his mother's side is also of German descent.

Daniel Wieser is still living, making his home
with our subject. He is now past his ninetieth

year, and, as may be supposed, is one of the oldest

residents of the county, having made his home on

his present farm for over sixty years. His good

wife departed this life January 6, 1865. David,

of this sketch, was reared to man's estate in this

county, where he was given a good education in

both the German and English languages. He has

followed farm pursuits all his life, and in 1855

began cultivating property of his own, which he

farmed for about twenty-one years. In 1876, how-

ever, he located on his present farm, which has

been his home ever since. It comprises fifty-three

acres, which he has placed under the best methods

of improvement and farms in such a way as to

bring him in the best returns.

Mr. Wieser was married in 1854 to Miss Eliza

Roth, and to them was born one son, Frank P.

The wife and mother died January 25, 1858, and

the lady whom our subject chose as his second

companion, in 1862, bore the maiden name of Miss
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Susan Wright. She was born in Mercer County,

this sta^e, and by her union with our subject be-

came the mother of three children: Ida, Mrs. Dan-

iel Schreiber; Annie, attending college at Allen-

town; and Mary, now deceased.

Our subject is a Democrat in politics, and for six

years served as Director of the Poor in Lehigh

County. For three years he was Road Supervisor,

and for the same length of time School Director.

In 1887 he was elected County Commissioner for

a term of three years, during which time he dis-

charged the duties of the office with great credit

to himself and satisfaction to all concerned. He
is a member of the Lutheran Church, in the faith

of which he was reared. '

!***»!#!?o -
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JOSEPH F. CRATER, one of the leading citi-

zens of Easton, has been a member of the

City Council, and frequently has been sent

as a delegate to the various conventions of the

Democratic party, of which he is a strong ally. He
is a member of the firm of J. F. Crater & Sons,

and for years has been engaged in the wholesale

produce business, in which he has made a financial

success. In addition to his regular business affairs

he is a Director in the First National Bank of this

place, is associated with the Electric Light Com
pany, the Easton Improvement Association, and
other local societies which have for their object
the upbuilding and development of this locality.

Mr. Crater is of German and English ancestry.

His paternal grandfather, Mathias Crater, followed
agricultural pursuits in Hunterdon County, N. J.,

where he was born and passed his life. He was
quite a well-to-do and respected citizen, and at va-
rious times held local offices. His son John, our
subject's father, was born on the old homestead
December 12, 1801, and from boyhood was reared
to farm life. His death occurred in Morris Coun-
ty, N. J., and he was placed to rest near his home.
He was a member of the Methodist Church, and
politically was a Democrat. By his marriage
with Rachael S. Force he had a family comprising

seven children, four of whom are still living.

Barbara is the wife of William Betsom, deceased,

formerly a resident of Morris County, N. J.;

Sarah, who became the wife of Jefferson Lake,

also makes her home in Morris County; Joseph F.

is the next in order of birth of those living;

Rachael A. is Mrs. Hiram Stark, also of Morris

County; and three sons have passed from this life.

September 15, 1829, occurred the birth of our

subject near Spruce Run, Hunterdon County, N. J.,

and his boyhood was passed upon his father's

farm, where he early learned the duties of carry-

ing on a homestead. His educational advantages

in youth were quite limited, but being studiously

inclined he made the best of his opportunities, and

by observation and private reading became well

informed on general and practical topics. For

some time he engaged in farming and teaming

prior to reaching his majority, and carefully laid

aside a portion of his earnings in order to get a

start in business. Believing that there was money
to be made in the produce business, he invested in

this line and followed it until 1858, when he lo-

cated in Hackettstown. He was there engaged in

the produce business for the next ten years, sup-

plying the city markets and becoming well-to-do.

In 1868 he came to Easton and has continued in

the same line of business up to the present time.

While in Hackettstown he was a member of the

firm of Crater & Osmond, but after coming to this

place he ran the business independently for a

number of years, after which he associated with

himself his sons, under the firm name of J. F. Cra-

ter & Sons. In addition to the local enterprises

in which he has money invested, and a few of

which were mentioned at the beginning of this ar-

ticle, he has other industries outside of the city.

Mr. Crater has been twice married. His first

union was celebrated in 1855, with Catherine Ever-

ett, by whom he had four children: William Ever-
ett, in business with his father, as is also his next
younger, brother John Wesley; Frank Ellsworth;

and Joseph Kethelage, who is unmarried and a

business man of this place
v The eldest son married

Florence Ludwig, of Easton, and is prominent in

commercial and Masonic circles of this place. The
second son, John W., married Blanch Faye, of



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 745

Philadelphia; and -Frank Ellsworth wedded Lilia

Montague, of Easton. The mother of these chil-

dren was called to her final rest January 4, 1889.

The present wife of Joseph Crater was before her

marriage Miss Mary, daughter of Thomas Keller,

of Easton. Mr. and Mrs. Crater were married

January 14, 1892. They have a pleasant home
and the respect and esteem of a large circle of

friends and acquaintances. Socially Mr. Crater

is a member of the Masonic order, and ranks high

in business and fraternal circles.

JONATHAN MOORE. Among the old sol-

diers and prominent railroad men of North-

ampton County stands Jonathan Moore, an

honest, upright man, courteous in his inter-

course with his fellow-men, and possessed of more

than average intelligence. Like many of the rep-

resentative citizens of the county, he claims New
York as his native state, his birth occurring in Or-

ange County, on the 27th of April, 1825. His par-

ents, Stephen and Eleanor (Owens) Moore, were

also natives of the Empire State.

The members of the Moore family are of Eng-

lish origin, and trace their ancestry back to the

Pilgrim Fathers. Both of Mr. Moore's grandfa-

thers were soldiers in the Revolutionary War, and

received pensions for their service in that great

struggle for liberty. A maternal uncle, William

Owens, served in the War of 1812. Our subject

was reared to manhood on a farm in Orange Coun-

ty, N. Y. He received a common-school education

in his native county, and at the age of twenty-one

became a teacher. For eighteen years he taught

in both public and private schools, in New York,

New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and for twelve

years he was Principal of a select school at Mt.

Bethel.

During the Civil War Mr. Moore enlisted in

Company G, One Hundred and Fifty-third Penn-

sylvania Volunteers. He enlisted as a private,

but was soon promoted to the office of First Lieu-

tenant, and later on had offers of further promo-
tion but declined, although he acted as Captain

the greater part of the time while in the service.

He participated in the battles of Chancellorsvilie

and Gettysburg. His regiment was also a part of

the corps which Stonewall Jackson surprised in his

memorable attack after making the circuit and
flanking the federal corps. He was a gallant and

brave soldier, and saw a great deal of hard and
active service during the ten months he was in the

army. He was honorably discharged July 11, 1863.

After his return to Pennsylvania he engaged in

the railroad business, and for over a quarter of a

century had entire charge of the business of the

Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad at

Portland. He faithfully performed his duty in

that line, and became widely and favorably known
throughout the state as a man of superior business

ability and integrity.

September 3, 1849, Mr. Moore was united in the

holy bonds of matrimony with Miss Helen Troxel,

a native of Northampton County. She is a daugh-

ter of John and Catherine Troxel, who are well

known and highly respected citizens of the county.

Politically Mr. Moore is a stalwart Republican, and

has labored unweariedly in the interests of his

party, supporting its candidates and principles

with unwavering fidelity. In July, 1894, he was

nominated for Assemblyman from Northampton

County on the Republican ticket, and came with-

in seventy-eight votes of being elected in a coun-

ty three hundred and fifty thousand Democratic.

In his religious connections he is identified with

the Presbyterian Church, and for a number of

years has occupied the position of Elder in that

denomination. He is also a member of the Grand

Army of the Republic, and is connected with Arm-

strong Post No. 368 at Portland, of which he is

the present Chaplain.

Mr. Moore has a large and influential circle of

friends, and commands the esteem of his fellow-

citizens, with whom he is identified in every pub-

lic enterprise of importance. A self-made man,

having through his individual efforts won his way

upward, he has made a record in his private life

and public service of which his family and de-

scendants may well be proud. Though^he has no
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children of his own, he takes great interest in the

training of the young, having been a worker in

the Sunday-schools for forty-five years and Su-

perintendent of the same for forty years.

«P*

\ \ WELCOME B. POWELL, who occupies

V/V/ a high position in commercial circles in

Allentown, now deals in farm machin-

ery, implements and seeds. He claims Vermont as

the state of his nativity, for he was born in Chit-

tenden County, on the 29th of May, 1816. His

grandfather, Elijah Powell, was of Welsh descent.

His father, Reuben Powell, was born in the Green

Mountain State, and by occupation was a farmer.

He married Betsy Niles, a native of Vermont, and

a daughter of William Niles, who was of English

lineage.

The gentleman whose name heads this record

spent the first sixteen years of his life in Vermont,

attending the public schools through the winter

season, while in the summer months he aided in the

labors of the farm. In 1833, when in his seven-

teenth year, he left home and took up his residence

in Easton, Pa., where he sought and secured em-

ployment with Lewis A. Buckley, a dealer in farm

implements, with whom he remained, a trusted

employe, for about ten years. In 1843 he came

to Allentown and began business in his own inter-

est as a dealer in implements and farm machinery.

He has been in continuous business here for half a

century, longer than any other of its merchants.

He keeps everything used upon a farm, from an

oil-can to a binder, carries an extensive stock, and

has a large business, which has grown from a small

beginning. No man is better known to the farm-

ers of Lehigh County than he. His warerooms

are 20x200 feet, in addition to which he has ex-

tensive sheds and other buildings.

In connection with his other business affairs, Mr.

Powell was interested in a cattle ranch in Missouri,

which he recently sold, and which contained twen-

ty-two hundred acres of land. He is a Director in

the Second National Bank of Allentown, and was

a Director in the Catasauqua National Bank. He

was for several years connected with the Lehigh

Valley Furnace Company, and was one of its Di-

rectors, and for some time a heavy stockholder.

His business interests have been extensive and

have been well managed. He looks carefully after

all details, and his well directed efforts, sagacity

and enterprise have made him a substantial citizen,

who now ranks among the foremost men of his

adopted county.

Turning from the public to the private life of

Mr. Powell, we note that in 1839, in Easton, Pa.,

he was united in marriage with Miss Catherine,

daughter of Jacob Hartzell. Her death occurred

in 1845, and she left one son, Edmund F., who

died in Nebraska in 1888. In 1862 Mr. Powell

was again married, his second union being with

Miss Mary L. Seagreaves, of Allentown, daughter

of Henry Seagreaves.

In his political views Mr. Powell is a Republi-

can, and has served as a member of the Select

Council. His wife is a member of the Lutheran

Church, and he also attends the same. Although

now well advanced in years, he is yet quite fond

of hunting, and few can excel him in bringing

down small game on the wing. Frequently he

goes on a hunting trip to the West, and spends a

few weeks delightfully in the enjoyment of that

sport.
,

<Tpr SRY C. YOUNG is one of the substantial

f
—\ citizens and wide-awake business men of

Pen Argyl. He became the Cashier of the

First National Bank of this city in 1890, and has

honorably held that position ever since. Mr. Young

is a native of Northampton County, and was born

July 4, 1856. His parents, William H. and Sabina

(Seigel) Young, were also natives of the same

county, and were of English and German descent

respectively.

Christian Young, the grandfather of our subject,

was a native of Pennsylvania, and was a farmer by

occupation. At one time he served as County

Commissioner of Northampton County, and also

held several other minor offices at different times.
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He was a Democrat in politics and an ardent sup-

porter of his party. In his religious views he was

a Lutheran, and an active worker in the cause of

Christianity. The grandfather's family consisted

of four children, three of whom are living.

William H. Young, the father of our subject,

who was born November 30, 1832, is a farmer by

occupation, and still lives on the old homestead.

He is a stanch Democrat and has held some of the

local offices of his township. The cause of Chris-

tianity finds in him an active worker, and the Lu-

theran Church a consistent member. Seven chil-

dren were born to William and Sabina Young:

Andrew J., a merchant of Pen Argyl; Asher W., a

clerk for A. J. Young-, Alvin; Henrietta, the wife

of Peter J. Fehnel, a farmer; Sarah J., the wife of

Jacob Fehnel, also a farmer; Ellen J., living at

home; and A. C.

Asry C. Young, our subject, attended the public

schools of Moore Township in his boyhood, but

later entered the Keystone State Normal School at

Kutztown, Pa., from which institution he was

graduated in 1876. After graduating he taught

school for four terms, and then engaged as clerk

in a dry-goods store at Klecknersville, where he

remained for three and a-half years. In 1883 Mr.

Young came to Pen Argyl and embarked in the

mercantile business for himself, and for several

years carried on a successful and profitable trade.

During this time he helped to open and develop

the Excelsior Slate Quarry of Pen Argyl, and be-

came a third partner in the firm. At the end of

three years he sold his interest in the slate quarry

to Mr. Masters, and his store to his brother, and

organized the First National Bank of Pen Argyl.

He became its first Cashier, and is still holding that

position.

December 28, 1879, Mr. Young was united in

marriage with Miss Ellen C, a daughter of James

and Kate Scholl, of Moore Township. Four chil-

dren blessed this union, three of whom are living:

Amy May, who was born May 1, 1880; Carrie Alice,

November 27, 1885; and Robert James, June 15,

1890. One child died in infancy. Politically our

subject is a Democrat. He was formerly a member

of the Town Council, and also served as Clerk of

the council for a time. He is a member of the

Lutheran Church, of which he was the founder,

having organized the first Sunday-school of that

denomination in Pen Argyl in 1883, and from that

germ the Lutheran Church has been established.

He has held the office of Superintendent of the

Sunday-school ever since its organization, and takes

an active part in all church work. Socially he is

identified with Pen Argyl Lodge No. 594, F. & A.

M., of which he is a charter member, and was its

first Secretary. He is also a member of Bangor

Chapter No. 274, R. A. M. He is highly esteemed

by a host of old-time friends, who thoroughly ap-

preciate the business ability and sterling integrity

of character which have distinguished his career

from his earliest manhood. •

G: .J3@f
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f~y USTAVE A. SCHNEEBELI, Superinten-

V^T dent and General Manager of the Nazareth

Manufacturing Company, is a native of

Silesia, Prussia, and was born May 23, 1853. His

parents, Adolph and Amelia (Engeler) Schneebeli,

were natives of Switzerland and Germany respect-

ively. Ulrich Schneebeli, grandfather of our sub-

ject, was a forester in Switzerland, and passed

away in his native land, at the advanced age of

ninety-nine years. His wife, formerly Johanna

Zwingli, is a lineal descendant of the reformer;

Ulrich Zwingli.

The father of our subject was born in Switzer-

land, May 2, 1826, and at the age of thirteen went

to Paris, France, where he remained for some time,

afterward going to the Rhine Country, and finally

to Silesia, Prussia. There he learned the trade of

butcher, which occupation he followed for a number

of years. In 1864 Mr. Schneebeli emigrated to the

United States, arriving here December 1 of the

same year, and locating first in Bethlehem, where

he remained one year, after which he established

his home permanently in Nazareth. He is now

living a retired life, enjoying the fruits of his

labor and the rest he so well deserves. He is a

Democrat in politics, and has been a warm advo-
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cate of that party ever since he became a citizen

of the United States. In his religious belief he is

a member of the Moravian Church, and has always

lived an honest and upright life. His family con-

sists of six children, namely: Gustave Adolph,

Max William, Levin Alexander, Robert, Lizzie

and Bertha.

The subject of this sketch was educated in the

Moravian parochial schools of Germany, and at

the age of eleven years crossed the ocean with his

parents and came to Pennsylvania, where he has

since made his home. Soon after his arrival here

he started out to make a living for himself. He
first found employment as clerk in a store in

Nazareth, but a short time afterward entered the

employ of Charles M. Dodson & Co., of Beaver

Brook, Carbon County, with whom he remained

for nine years. He then became the representa-

tive of Louis Kraemer & Co., manufacturers of

cloth, in Reading, Pa., for whom he traveled in

the Western States. While connected with that

firm he made his home in Ohio for eight years.

In 1886 Mr. Schneebeli returned to Nazareth

and organized the Nazareth Manufacturing Com-
pany, in which he holds the position of Superinten-

dent and General Manager. The plant is con-

trolled by a stock company, of which Louis Krae-

mer is President; G. A. Schneebeli, Secretary and
General Manager; and L. F. Kraemer, Treasurer.

The principal product of the mills are ladies' and
children's knit underwear, of which they make a

specialty. From the first the business, under the

supervision of Mr. Schneebeli, has been a success,

and, constantly increasing its proportions, now
commands a trade second to none in the state.

September 10, 1878, G. A. Schneebeli and Miss
Carrie E., daughter of Alfred and Clarissa Schnei-

der, of Loyal Oak, Ohio, were married. They are

the parents of two children, namely: Ellis Clark,

born October 6, 1879, and Louis Ferdinand, May
13, 1891. Politically our subject is a Republican,
and takes a deep interest in political and educa-
tional affairs, although, never having aspired to

public office. He is one of the Trustees of Nazareth
Hall. He and his excellent wife are consistent

members of the Moravian Church of which he is

a Trustee. They are highly respected and possess

the regard of a host of friends. He is widely

known for his business ability, and is ranked

among the leading men and substantial citizens of

Northampton County.

JOHN I. MILLER, the well known ex-Sheriff

of Northampton County, and a prominent

business man of Portland, who for several

years has been extensively engaged in the manu-

facture of wood and coal-burnt lime, was born in

Pennsylvania, November 2, 1851. His parents,

Samuel and Susan (Labar) Miller, were also na-

tives of the same place. Both the Miller and La-

bar families were early settlers of Lower Mt. Bethel

Township, and their descendants have made their

home in that township for several generations.

Samuel Miller, the father of our subject, was a

farmer by occupation, but died when compara-

tively a young man. Of his children two survive:

John I., and Elmira, the wife of L. H. Nicholas,

the popular Cashier of the First National Bank at

East Stroudsburg. Susan Miller, the mother of

our subject, is still living at an advanced age, and

resides in Portland.

John I. Miller, the subject of this sketch, was

reared on a farm, and attended the public schools

of his native county, but in a practical, or busi-

ness, sense is mainly self educated. When he was
two years of age, his parents removed from their

farm to Portland, where he still resides. In the

year 1878 he first engaged in the manufacture
of wood and coal-burnt lime, and also saltpetre

lime, the best fertilizer for land, and the only
lime of the kind in the county. He runs five

kilns, in which the lime is burnt, and employs
about sixteen men. He is doing a large and ex-

tensive business, and his trade is rapidly increas-

ing, the products being sold all over the country.

In connection with his other interests, he is en-

gaged in agricultural pursuits, having under culti-

vation over one hundred acres of fine farm land.

In this, as well as in the manufacturing business,

he has been very successful and is regarded as a
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model farmer and a first-class business man. He
is also connected with the Bangor & Portland Rail-

road as Treasurer and Director.

Mr. Miller and Miss Emma M., a daughter of

David A. Brands, of Warren County, N. J., were

married December 22, 1875, and three children

have been born to them, Susie B., Maggie M. and

Edith B. Socially our subject is identified with

the Masonic order, holding membership with Port-

land Lodge No. 311 of the former society, and

the Knights of Pythias. He is at the present time

serving as School Director of Portland, and was

formerly a member of the Council of the borough

for one year.

In 1886 Mr. Miller was elected Sheriff on the

Independent ticket, although a Democrat in politi-

cal views. He entered into the duties of that

office the following January, and served a term of

three years. He has been very successful in his

business undertakings, and is widely known and

very popular throughout the county of North-

ampton, having the fullest confidence of the en-

tire community. He is public spirited, and in

favor of every honest means to improve the coun-

ty and elevate society.

ry EORGE B. DEEMER. This name will be

V T recognized by many of our readers as that

of a resident of Hellertown who is the

proprietor of a large mercantile establishment. Mr.

Deemer purchased a stock of goods of F. R. Boyer

in 1887, and since that time has carried on a prof-

itable business. The store is 60x24 feet in dimen-

sions, two stories in height, and contains from

$5,000 to $6,000 worth of general merchandise.

The birth of our subject occurred in Williams

Township, Northampton County, October 6, 1862.

He is the son of Richard and Margaret (Laubach)

Deemer, and the grandson of Jacob Deemer, who

was also a native of the above township, where he

owned a large tract of land and was extensively

engaged during the active years of his life in farm-

ing and stock-raising. The grandfather was a

Democrat in politics, and for several terms served

in the capacity of County Commissioner. He mar-

ried Catherine Unangst, and to them were born

two sons and two daughters.

Richard Deemer was born on the old homestead

in Williams Township, where he also received his

schooling, and when attaining mature years was

occupied for several terms in teaching in his dis-

trict. He was active in the political affairs of his

vicinity, working with the Democratic party. He
was elected County Commissioner in 1888, serving

a term of three years, and has also held various

other positions of honor and trust. He married

Miss Margaret, daughter of Abraham Laubach, of

Williams Township, and to them were born four

sons and two daughters. Milton S., the eldest,

married Emma Fry; Sarah C. is the wife of Irvin

Kophn; Amos remains at home and is agent for

the Deering Company, of Moline, 111.; Jacob J. is

attending Lafayette College; and Annie B. is also

with her parents.

Having attended the public schools up to the

age of sixteen years, our subject then began clerk-

ing in his uncle's, Dr. Stephen S. Laubach's, store,

and it was not long before he was given complete

charge of the business. In 1885 he had saved a

sufficient amount of his earnings to enable him to

purchase the store belonging to Mr. Laubach in

Williams Township, but he only remained its pro-

prietor for two years, when he saw a better open-

ing in Hellertown. Disposing of his stock of goods,

he came hither, and, as before stated, bought the

store owned by F. R. Boyer. He does an annual

business amounting to about $25,000, and in his

establishment will be found a complete line of

carefully chosen goods suited to the growing needs

of the people of the section over which his trade

extends.

August 22, 1885, Mr. Deemer was married to

Laura J. Rinker, daughter of Franklin Rinker, of

Lower Saucon Township. The two children

granted them were Florence E., born May 9, 1886,

and Bessie Grace, born March 8, 1894, but who died

July 26, 1894. Mr. Deemer takes an intelligent

interest in political affairs and always votes with

the Democratic party. He was School Director

from 1890 to 1893, and in the spring of the fol-
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lowing year was elected Burgess, of which office

he is still the incumbent. He is a member of the

Reformed Church, and in the church near his home

holds the office of Trustee. Socially our subject is

a Mason, belonging to Lodge No. 563 at Heller-

town and Zinzendorf Chapter in Bethlehem.

iP*#i»§§=^<

HON. JEREMIAH S. HESS is one of the

leaders of the Democracy in Northamp-

ton County, his home being in Lower
Saucon TowDship. For the past thirty years, or

since the McClellan campaign of 1864, he has been

noted as a public speaker and representative man
in political • affairs. In 1889-90 he was Chair-

man of the Democratic County Committee, and
has frequently been sent as a delegate to state

conventions. In 1882 he was a candidate for the

office of State Senator, and was elected, serving

from that year until 1886, and during this time

making a good record for himself and constitu-

ents.

Hon. Mr. Hess was born December 3, 1843, in

Hellertown, this county, his parents being Rev.

Samuel and Lucetta (Klein) Hess. His great-

grandfather, Nicholas Hess, was a native of Zwei-

brucken, Germany, who settled in Springfield,

Bucks County, in 1723, and devoted himself to

agriculture. The grandfather, George Hess, re-

moved to Iron Hill, Northampton County, about

1800, and here followed milling. He had a fam-
ily of six sons and two daughters, and one of the

number, George, was a Captain in the War of

1812. Samuel Hess was educated privately, and
had as his tutor the celebrated Rev. J. C. Becker,

D. D. He was ordained as a minister of the Ger-
man Reformed Church at York about 1828. His
wife, who was the mother of two children, our
subject and Milton J., died December 15, 1893.

The father, who was born on Christmas Day, 1804,

departed this life November 24, 1875.

Our subject was prepared for college at Niskey
Hill Academy, of Bethlehem, and Allentown Semi-

nary. In 1859 he entered Franklin and Marshall

College in the Sophomore year, and was graduated

in 1862 from a classical course, receiving the Mas-

ter's degree in 1865. From 1862 to 1864 he was

the principal teacher in Allentown Seminary. In

the latter year he became a student in the theo-

logical seminary at Mercersburg, Pa., where he

continued for a year. The next two years it was

his privilege to pursue higher studies in the uni-

versities of Berlin, Bonn and Tubingen. Upon
his return to the United States, in 1867, and owing

to the many years of uninterrupted study his

health failed, and it became evident that in future

his life must be more active and his pursuits car-

ried on in the open air. This was a great disap-

pointment and trial to him, but he bravely ac-

cepted the inevitable, and from 1867 up to the

present time has been engaged in the lumber busi-

ness. He has frequently had overtures to take the

chair of Ancient Languages and others in Heidel-

berg College, of Tiffin, Ohio, and Franklin and

Marshall College, of Lancaster, Pa.

June 17, 1875, Mr. Hess married Miss Tillie,

daughter of Moses Heminger, of Hellertown. Of

their union four children, two sons and two daugh-

ters, have been born, and their names in the order

of birth are as follows: Herbert, Clara, Mary and

Samuel. The family are members of the Reformed

Church, and for over a quarter of a century Mr.

Hess has been Superintendent of the Sunday-school.

During his term in the Senate Mr. Hess was

largely interested in the forestry movement, which

has since culminated in a very practical manner.

He was also a member of the Educational and

Special Judiciary Committees. So well did he

serve the interests of his party, friends and neigh-

bors that they expressed their desire to return

him to the legislative body. He was a candidate

for Congress from the Eighth District, which com-

prises Carbon, Monroe, Northampton and Pike

Counties, but was defeated at the primaries.

In every movement which has for its object the

betterment of this section of the country Mr. Hess

has shown great zeal, and is truly public-spirited.

Personally he is a gentleman of marked intelli-

gence on general and civic issues, and is undoubt-
edly one of the leading representatives of his

party in eastern Pennsylvania. In 1890 he joined
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the Pennsylvania German Society, organized that

year for the purpose of bringing to the attention

of the public the early history of the Pennsylvania

Germans. As a business man Mr. Hess has been

very successful, is a member of the firm of Jere-

miah S. Hess & Bro., dealers in coal and lumber and

operators of a planing-mill, giving employment

to about twenty men. Socially he is a member of

Hellertown Lodge No. 563, F. & A. M.; Zinzen-

dorf Chapter No. 316, R. A. M.,of Bethlehem, and

Hugh De Payen Commandery, K. T., of Easton.

He is Past Master of Hellertown Lodge, and Past

High Priest of the chapter.

<$?*

MORRIS J. STEPHENS is Recorder of

Deeds in Allentown. He has the honor

of being a native of Lehigh County, for

his birth occurred on the 14th of November, 1857,

in Lower Macungie. The family has long resided

in the Keystone State. The grandfather, Jacob H.

Stephens, was here born and reared, and the father,

Harrison S. Stephens, was a native of the same

community. He is now a retired farmer, living at

East Texas, Lehigh County, Pa.

Our subject acquired his early education in the

common schools, and afterward attended the Kutz-

town Normal and the Collegiate Institute at Hack-

ettstown, N. J. Later he was a student in the nor-

mal school at Shippensburg, Cumberland County,

Pa., where he pursued his studies for two terms.

On the expiration of that period he went to East

Texas, and for some time engaged in clerking. He

dates his residence in Allentown from 1886, and

for some time he has been interested in iron min-

ing in this locality. Mr. Stephens carries forward

to a successful completion whatever he undertakes.

Enterprise and industry are numbered among his

chief characteristics, and have made his career a

prosperous one.

In 1887 Mr. Stephens was united in marriage

with Miss Maggie Blank, a native of Lehigh Coun-

ty, and a daughter of Richard Blank, of White-

hall. They are well known people of this commu-

nity, who have a wide circle of warm friends and

pleasant acquaintances, and in social circles they

hold an enviable position. They are members of

Salem Reformed Church, and in its growth take

a warm interest.

In his political views, Mr. Stephens is a sup-

porter of the Democracy. In 1887 he was made
Clerk to the County Commissioners, and filled that

position for six years, or until January, 1893. In

1892 he served as Secretary of the Memorial Com-
mittee of a state organization of the County Com-
missioners of the state of Pennsylvania formed

for the purpose of revising the state tax laws, and

in January, 1893, he was elected County Recorder

of Deeds for a term of three years. He is now
filling that office with credit to himself and satis-

faction to his constituents. He has frequently

served as delegate to the conventions of his party,

and he does all in his power toward promoting the

interests of the Democracy and aiding in its up-

building. He takes some interest in military af-

fairs, and has served as a member of Col. Lewis R.

Walter's staff. He is also connected with a num-

ber of civic societies. He is a wide-awake and en-

terprising citizen, ever alive to the best interests

of the community in which he makes his home,

and by his sterling worth and excellences of char-

acter he has won universal confidence and esteem.

TJifB%H^afH%B3lg-gi&ii

JAMES ALBRIGHT, a worthy citizen of Al-

lentown, who died in September, 1894, deep-

ly regretted by family and friends, was en-

gaged in the livery, hack and transfer busi-

ness in this town. He was a native of Allentown,

and was born November 30, 1842. His father, John

Albright, was one of the early settlers of this local-

ity, and for many years engaged in freighting

from Allentown to Philadelphia, driving from four

to six horse teams. He was thus engaged until

near the close of his life, which terminated in

1878. He had married for his second wife Matil-

da, daughter of Peter Lawald, of Northampton

County, and she survived her husband two years,
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passing away in 1880. By their union were born

three children.

James Albright was educated in the public

schools of his native city, but his advantages were

not of the best, for at the age of fourteen he started

out to make his own way in the world. He worked

hard, taking care of the horses for his father, and

driving from two to four horses attached to the

freight wagons. He was afterwards employed in

other ways whereby he might earn an honest living,

until eighteen years of age. He then responded to

his country's call for troops and entered the Union

service.

Hardly had the smoke of Ft. Sumter's guns

cleared away when Mr. Albright enrolled his name

as a member of the First Pennsylvania Regiment,

commanded by Colonel Enhery. The troops were

ordered to Washington, where they did guard

duty for some time. While acting as guard on

one occasion, Mr. Albright was standing leaning

on his gun, which rested on the ground. A com-

rade coming up to him slipped and fell, when
close to him, and in the fall Mr. Albright's gun
was discharged. The ball passed through both of

his hands, which were resting on the muzzle, and

the injury was so severe that part of the bones of

both hands had to be removed. In consequence

he was unfitted for further duty, and the accident

affected his entire life, for he never after had entire

use of his hands, though he was by no means
helpless.

Having been discharged from the service, Mr.

Albright returned to his home in Allen town, but

soon after went to New York City, where he was
engaged in buying and selling horses. In 1868
he came to Allentown, where for many years he
was engaged in the freight and transfer business.

Later he built a large barn, and at the time of his

death, in addition to the above business, he carried

on a livery stable. He also ran a line of hacks and
'busses, and had a well established trade.

In September, 1866, Mr. Albright was united in

marriage with Miss Louisa, daughter of Casper
Zeungcs, of New York City. The following chil-

dren were born to them: Harry F., who died
at the age of twenty-two years; Tillie; William
and Robert, deceased; John, deceased; Florence;

George W. and Helen. Mr. Albright was a mem-
ber of Lehigh Lodge No. 83, 1. O. O. F., and also

belonged to E. B. Young Post, G. A. R. He met

with good success in his undertakings, his business

proving a profitable one. In the community he

was recognized as a valued citizen, who in the dis-

charge of his public duties manifested the same

loyalty and fidelity which marked his career as a

soldier.

-—

e
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TEPHEN KECK. In Hanover Township
lies a pleasant, finely tilled farm, which is

the property of our subject. He was born

in Lehigh County, October 20, 1816, and is the

son of George and Elizabeth (Levan) Keck, na-

tives of this and Berks Counties, respectively.

The great-grandfather of our subject was a na-

tive of Germany, and coming to America during

the last century, located in Salisbury Township,

Lehigh County, this state, where he entered a large

tract of land from the Government and became
wealthy. The father of our subject was reared

and spent his entire life in the above township,

and of his family of children, the following sur-

vive: our subject, who is the eldest; Charles L.;

and Matilda, now the widow of James Wilson.

The father held many of the township offices, and
departed this life when our subject was a young
man.

Stephen Keck was, like his father, reared to man's
estate in Salisbury Township, and, like all the

farmer boys, pursued his studies in the subscrip-

tion schools. When starting out in life for him-

self, he learned the trade of brick-making, which
he followed for about thirty years, owning a yard
in Allentown, where he carried on a prosperous

business. The latter years of his life, however,
were spent in farm pursuits in Hanover.
May 26, 1853, Stephen Keck and Miss Harriet

Hubler, who was born in Northampton County,
this state, in October, 1829, were united in mar-
riage. The lady was the daughter of John and
Sarah Hubler, and by her union with our subject

reared a family of seven children, of whom six are

living at the present time, viz.: George A., Mary
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E. (now the wife of Rev. L. M. McCreary, pas-

tor of a Lutheran Church in Ohio), Andrew P.,

Francis J., Frederick and Gertrude. John is de-

Mr. Keck removed to his present farm in 1884,

and now owns a comfortable estate comprising

seventy-three acres. Besides this property, he has

valuable real estate in Allen town, and is well-to-

do in this world's goods. He holds membership

with the German Lutheran Church on Eighth

Street, in Allentown, in which he has held the

office of Elder. His good wife also belongs to that

congregation, and her family is an old and re-

spected one in Northampton County. Of the chil-

dren born to Mr. and Mrs. Hubler, five survive:

Robert, Mrs. Keck, Edward, Susan and Mary. Her

parents, who have been dead many years, were

likewise members of the Lutheran Church.

Our subject and his wife are widely and favor-

ably known in Hanover Township, and an honor-

able and upright life has won them the regard and

good will of a large circle of friends and acquaint-

ances. They now reside at No. 36 North Second

Street, in Allentown.

_®Jl@L
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MAX HARK, D. D., Principal of the Mora-

vian Seminary and College for Women in

Bethlehem, is an eminent scholar, whose fame

extends to all parts of the United States. It

was a step of great wisdom that the officials of the

Moravian Seminary took when they made over-

tures to Mr. Hark with the idea of securing him

for the most important position as head of the

school. His influence has been felt in all worthy

directions and departments for good, and espe-

cially in the literary world has this been the case.

Many times have his praises been sung in both the

religious and secular press as an active and ardent

worker in church, school and public.

The date of our subject's birth was June 4, 1849,

and his childhood was passed in the quiet vil-

lage of Nazareth. His early education was ob-

tained under the wise and kind instruction of his

father, a physician, and a man of varied scholar-

ship, who is still living. After graduating at Naz-

areth Hall, Dr. Hark entered the theological sem-

inary at Bethlehem, where he pursued a complete

theological course, and was graduated in 1870

with the degree of Bachelor of Arts. On begin-

ning the battle of life he labored for three years as

pastor of the Moravian Church at Lebanon, Pa.,

whence he went to Philadelphia to become pastor

of the Second Moravian Church of that city.

While a resident there he joined the Pennsylvania

Historical Society, and about that time first wrote

articles for the Sunday-School Times, and various

other publications.

In January, 1881, Dr. Hark went to Lancaster,

where he became pastor of the Moravian Church,

having charge of that flock for twelve years. In

this time he wrote editorials for the Andover Re-

view, the Christian Union, the Sunday-School Times,

the Pennsylvania School Journal, and many other

leading literary, educational and theological jour-

nals. Among the profound works which he has

written the most important is, perhaps, "The Unity

of the Truth in Christianity and Evolution," a

book of about three hundred pages. In the line

of translation he is also noted. Among the lat-

ter works are the "Chronicon Ephratense," which

was published in 1889 and contains nearly three

hundred pages, and "Extempore on a Wagon," the

original of which was written by Bishop G. H.

Loskiel, who traveled in 1803 from Bethlehem to

Goshen, Ohio.

In 1873 Dr. Hark married Miss Milla T. Crosta,

of Riverton, N. J., and they have three children:

Hugo, a member of the Moravian College in the

Class of '94; Hilda and Anna. Mrs. Hark was

born in Riverton, N. J., and is a daughter of Fran-

cis Crosta.

The father of our subject, whose name was

Joseph, was born in Saxony, Germany, and was a

graduate of the Moravian Theological Seminary at

Gnadenfeldt. Coming to America, he taught at

Nazareth. He studied medicine with Dr. Bute, the

father of homeopathy, who introduced the method

in America. For a year he practiced in Philadel-
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phia, and later was engaged in general practice in

Nazareth until he retired, about the year 1885,

at the age of sixty-seven years, to make his home
with our subject. Gottleib Hark, our subject's

paternal grandfather, a native of Saxon}', was a

book-binder, and came to the United States in his

seventy-ninth year, his death occurring at Naza-

reth about eight years later. His father, a native

of Denmark, was the owner of several merchant

vessels. The mother of Dr. Hark was Maria

Louisa, a daughter of Dr. George Bute, whose

birth occurred in one of the small provinces of

Germany. He studied medicine in his native land

and later came to America. His wife, Miss Mary
Bardill, was a lady of Swiss descent. He was sent as

a missionary to South America, where he was sta-

tioned for several years. On his return to Phil-

adelphia the yellow fever epidemic was prevalent,

and as he was very successful in his treatment of

cases he made homeopathy very popular. Late in

life he removed to Nazareth, where he died at the

age of eighty-four years. The mother of Dr. Hark,
whose birth occurred in Philadelphia, also died in

Nazareth, in 1879. In 1893 our subject was ap-

pointed by the Governing Board of the Moravian
Church to be Principal of the Moravian Seminary,
and in September of that year commenced his duties.

He has established a post academic department, giv-

ing a full college course in the liberal arts. In 1893
he was elected by the synod as a member of the
Board of Trustees of the Moravian College and
Theological Seminary, and on the organization of
the board was made its President. In the fall of

1891 he was instrumental in forming the Pennsyl-
vania Chautauqua, of which he is Chancellor, and its

first summer session was held the following year.

This assembly, which will have a growing and ex-
tensive influence for good, is located at Mt. Gretna.
There are fifty acres in the grounds, which are well

supplied with lecture halls and other buildings.

Dr. Hark remains there during July and August,
having personal supervision of programs, speakers
and everything connected with the association.

As one of the charter members of the Pennsylva-
nia German Society started in Lancaster, he has
served as Chairman of the executive and other
committees. In 1887 the degree of Doctor of Di-

vinity was conferred upon him by Franklin and

Marshall College. Though his interests are very

broad, he is now giving his best abilities to further-

ing and improving in every manner the high

standard of the Moravian Seminary, which bears

a reputation for excellence throughout the country

too great to need special mention.

JOHN GARDNER, a successful business man
of Portland, Northampton County, has been

a prominent resident of this section for more
than a quarter of a century, and during this

time has firmly established himself in the confi-

dence of his fellow-citizens. He is a gentleman of

fine ability, and as a leader among the influential

men of his locality is entitled to due credit for

what he has accomplished and the influence which
he still brings to bear in aid of whatever pertains

to the progress of intelligence, education and
morality.

The plant owned by Mr. Gardner is located near

the borough of Portland. In the factory employ-
ment is given to about thirty-five hands, and the

school slate manufactured is of a fine quality, the

products being sold throughout the country from
Maine to Oregon. Our subject is a native of

Warren County, N. J., born February 17, 1838,

and is a son of Joseph and Eliza (Kinney) Gard-
ner, the latter deceased. The father, who is now
eighty-two years of age, is a resident of Upper
Mt. Bethel Township, Northampton County. The
parents were natives of Warren County, N. J., of

which their ancestors were early settlers. The
great-grandfather Gardner was the founder of the

family in that county, and his son, our subject's

grandfather, was a hero of the Revolutionary War,
in which he served as Quartermaster. The father

has been a farmer throughout the greater part of

his life, and resided in Warren County until the

spring of 1893, when he removed to Northampton
County.

The subject of this sketch was reared in the

county of his birth, and in boyhood attended the

public schools of Columbia. Remaining with his
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father until he attained his majority, he subse-

quently worked on a farm for $10 per month the

first season and $12 afterward. In 1866 he be-

came interested in the school-slate business with

other parties at Warrington, N. J., where he oper-

ated a plant for one year. He then came to North-

ampton County and engaged in a similar line near

Portland, beginning on a very smal.1 scale, but

afterward increasing the business to its present

proportions. In the manufacture of school slate

he has been successful, and his plant is one of the

best in the county.

A Democrat in- politics, Mr. Gardner served as

Director of Upper Mt. Bethel Township, and also

filled the position of Treasurer of the school fund.

He married Lizzie En eke, daughter of Jesse Encke,

of Portland, and by their union they have become

the parents of three children, Harvey R., Loring J.

and Myrtle. Socially he belongs to the Independ-

ent Order of Odd Fellows, holding membership in

the lodge at Mt. Bethel.' As a business man he

is well and favorably known, and by the upright-

ness of his transactions has won the confidence of

his associates.

WILLIAM P. MESSINGER, As an ex-

ample of the usefulness and prominence

to which men of character and deter-

mination may attain, it is but necessary to chron-

icle the life of William -P. Messinger, the efficient

and capable Principal of the public schools of Pen

Argyl, and Postmaster of that place. He is a man

of superior mental endowments, strengthened and

enriched by the highest culture. He was born

September 21, 1865, and is a son of Peter and Sarah

(Germantown) Messinger. His paternal ancestors

were Irish, having originally come from Cork, and

his maternal grandparents were German. John

Messinger, his grandfather, was a native of North-

ampton County, and is buried in the Forks Town-

ship churchyard. In politics he was a staunch Re-

publican. He had six children, two sons and four

daughters, four of whom are living.

Peter Messinger, father of William P., was born

in Forks Township, about six miles from Easton,

32

Pa., and was a miller and baker by occupation.

When the Civil War broke out he was one among
the first to offer his services in defense of the Union.

He enlisted in Company I, One Hundred and Fif-

ty-second Pennsylvania Regiment, and took part

in several engagements. He was honorably dis-

charged from the service in 1865. In politics he

was a Republican for a number of years, but now
votes the Democratic ticket. Of his eleven chil-

dren, four still survive, viz.: R. Fredrick, William

P., David M. B. and John J. F.

The subject of this sketch was reared in Easton

and Williams Townships, and in his youth worked

in a quarry at Edelmans for about four years. At

the expiration of that time he returned to Easton

and entered Trach's Academy of that place, now

known as Easton Academy. It was largely through

the kindness of Prof. R. H. Trach, then the Prin-

cipal, that he was educated. Being without means

to pay for his board and tuition, this gentleman

secured for him a paper route, and furnished his

board for his work around the school in the way

of janitor duties. After graduating he taught

school in Washington Township, and later was

elected Principal of the West Bangor schools,

where he remained for a time. He then went to

Northampton and was Principal of the schools

there for three years, giving good satisfaction in

that responsible position. In 1888 he took charge

of the schools of Pen Argyl, and has successfully

conducted them ever since, with the exception of

one year, which he spent principally in travel, be-

ing connected with the Pen Argyl Iron Works as

a salesman. He was one of the organizers of the

Pen Argyl Electric Light and Power Company,

served as its first Secretary, and is still a member

of the Board of Directors.

In his political views Mr. Messinger is a Demo-

crat, and has been a member of the County Com-

mittee for a number of years, also frequently serv-

ing as a delegate to the various conventions. He

was appointed Postmaster June 26, 1893, by Presi-

dent Cleveland, and received his commission July

7 of the same year. At that time the office was

fourth class, but has since been changed to third

class. He was re-appointed October 27, the ap-

pointment being confirmed by the Senate Decern-
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ber 11, 1894. His leisure hours are often devoted

to music, of which he is very fond, and lie is a fine

performer on various instruments. In religious

belief he is a member of the Presbyterian Church.

Socially Mr. Messinger is connected with Pen

Argyl Lodge No. 594, F. & A. M., of which he

was the first Master, and was active in its organi-

zation.It He was one of the charter members of

Bangor Chapter No. 274, in which he holds the po-

sition of King. He is also identified with Hugh
De Payen's Commandery, K. T., of Easton, and

Bushkill Creek Lodge No. 878, 1. O. O. F.

Our subject is a contributor to scientific jour-

nals, on the subjects of entomology and pedagogy.

He lias a large entomological collection, in which)

as well as in mineralogy, he] takes 'a great deal of

pleasure. His broad knowledge has been gained

through his own efforts, and is the result of pri-

vate study and research.

r~y EORGE APPLEGATE, a retired real-

V T estate dealer in West Bethlehem, who is

classed among the city's intelligent, keen

and thoroughly wide-awake business men, has con-

tributed much to the material prosperity of Lehigh

County. He was born in Williams Township,

Northampton County, February 20, 1818.

Mr. Applegate's father, Moses Applegate, was

born December 7, 1787, in New York State, and

on coming to Pennsylvania located on a farm of

sixty acres in Northampton County, which he im-

proved and resided upon until his decease, which

occurred when he was past his sixty-eighth 3'ear.

He was a Lutheran in religion, and in politics was

first a strong Whig, but later a Democrat. The
lady to whom he was married was known prior to

that event as Miss Christiana Vogel. For a fuller

history of her life the reader is referred to the

sketch of Jacob Applegate, elsewhere in this book.

Of the eight children comprising the parental

family, only three are living. Our subject, who
was the second in order of birth, was reared on his

father's farm, and only attended school seventy-

two days out of the year. Iu 1840 he engaged in

business for himself, purchasing, a general merchan-

dise store from his father-in-law, Jacob Deemer.

This establishment was located nine miles from

Easton, and after conducting it for three years he

removed to a location about a mile southwest.

Here he remained until 1855, when he moved to

Bucks County, and there he remained one year.

After leaving Bucks County, he became the pro-

prietor of a gristmill, store and tavern in Saucon.

He made his home in that place until 1857, in the

mean time selling his tavern, store and mill to a

Mr. Moore.

Our subject, besides his other interests, owned
throe hundred acres of fine farming land, and had

been engaged in its cultivation for ten years. In

the above year he located with his family in

Bethlehem Township, where he became the owner

of the Luckenbaugh farm of one hundred acres.

The following year he located in Milton, on the

Susquehanna River, where he was engaged in mill-

ing and the manufacture of lumber. Later he was

engaged in manufacturing the circle bit, which was

invented by his son-in-law, George J. Shimer, who
is now deceased. He was the first to make that

article in the United States, and now it is used

throughout the entire country.

In the year 1874, Shimer & Co. 's factories were

burned, but soon afterward they rebuilt the iron

works, which Mr. Applegate managed for a time,

and then sold to Samuel J. Shimer. While living

in Milton he donated five acres of land in Union
County for school purposes, and was instrumen-
tal in the erection thereon of a good school build-

ing. In 1873 he moved upon his farm, and in

February, 1883, he came to West Bethlehem. Five
years later he purchased property and erected a

block of buildings. Besides this block he owns
fifteen residences on Fourth Avenue in the bor-

ough, the same number on Market Street, and
three on Third Avenue. ^They are all brick struct-

ures, and are built after the most approved archi-

tectural plans. Mr. Applegate contemplates erect-

ing other buildings soon on his property on Third
and Fourth Avenues.

Our subject was married in Easton, this state, in

August, 1841, to Miss Esther Deemer. She was
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born in Williams Township, Northampton County,

and is the daughter of Jacob Deemer, who was a

merchant in Williams Township. Of the three

children born to our subject and his wife, Lena A. is

now Mrs. G. J. Shimer; William M. is a tobaccon-

ist in Bethlehem; and Tillie married Rev. Wilson

Moore, of Catasauqua.

Our subject has been very active in political

affairs, and has been Assessor of his native town-

ship, and Postmaster of Saucon, where he also

served for nine years on the School Board. He is

a demitted member of the Odd Fellows' order, and

in politics votes for the Democratic party. He

holds membership with the Lutheran Church, and

has been very active in Sunday-school work since

1855. He has served as Deacon and Elder in his

church, and aids in every way he can to promote

the good work in that vicinity. He is a man of

sterling traits of character and liberal in his views,

and is justly classed among the foremost citizens

of Lehigh County.

*#$+$#*

\ T £)ILL1AM DECH. Too much credit can-

Y/V/ not be given to the pioneers of any

section of this country, those who

have founded counties and states, have cleared

the forests, and redeemed well cultivated farms

from the wilderness, thus opening the way for civ-

ilization and providing for the future of their de-

scendants. Among the venerable and worthy pio-

neers of Hanover Township William Dech is

prominent, and from the first part of this century

has been identified with the welfare of his imme-

diate vicinity. It is therefore truly fitting that we

should devote some time to the tracing of his his-

tory. The birth of our subject took place Novem-

ber 19, 1817, he being the son of Jacob and Polly

A. (Oberly) Dech, who were both likewise natives

of Northampton County. Jacob Dech, the father

of the former, was a valiant soldier in the Revolu-

tionary War under Washington, and was a native

of Bucks County, this state. His father, in turn,

it is believed, was a native of Germany, but though

this is not positively known, it is undoubtedly true

that the ancestors of the family emigrated to this

state from the Fatherland. Our subject's father

devoted his entire life to the pursuit of farming,

and for many years was a respected and worthy

member of East Allen Township, where his demise

occurred. Of his family four survive: William;

Erin; Mary A., wife of Samuel Keller; and Stephen.

William Dech, whose name heads this record,

was reared to man's estate on his father's farm,

which was located in this county, and, like him,

has devoted his life to agriculture. His education

was necessarily limited, as the district schools of

the early days of his boyhood were of a very prim-

itive description, and an education was obtained

under great difficulties. However, he made the

most of such as he had, and having been an exten-

sive reader during his entire life has managed to

become well informed on all practical subjects.

The marriage of Mr. Dech and Eliza M. Heller

was celebrated October 22, 1846. Her parents,

Jacob and Polly (Hammel) Heller, were natives of

Northampton County. By this union five chil-

dren were born, four of whom are living: Christi-

ana, the wife of A. D. Siegfried; Milton A.; S.

Minerva, the wife of Henry C. Fulmer; and Flora

A., wife of Dr. Joseph Heckenberger, of Catasau-

qua. Ida E., the other daughter, died in 1853.

After his marriage, for several years Mr. Dech

resided in Lower Nazareth Township, from where

he removed in 1854 to his present farm, which is

located in Hanover Township. This well developed

and improved farm has been the home of his fam-

ily since that time, or for a period of just forty

years. Many fine buildings and substantial im-

provements have been placed upon the farm dur-

ing this time, and it is therefore one of the best

and most desirable rural homes in the county. It

comprises one hundred and thirty acres of land,

and is unquestionably one of the best in the town-

ship. The owner is largely a self-made man, hav-

ing acquired his comfortable fortune through his

own hard labor and well directed energy.

As School Director of Hanover Township, Mr.

Dech served for three years very acceptably, and

also proved a capable and trustworthy man in his

capacity as Road Supervisor, which position he also
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filled for some time. He lias always been confi-

dently counted upon to favor and further all

movements looking toward the welfare and up-

building of the township and county, and all gen-

eral movements for the welfare of the people.

Religiously he is a member of the Lutheran Church

at Hecktown, which he has served both as Deacon

and Trustee. Politically he supports the Demo-

cratic party, though he is not an active politician.

The loving and devoted helpmate of Mr. Dech was

called from this side by the Angel of Death Au-

gust 1, 1893. For nearly half a century she had

shared his joys and sorrows, had counseled and

cheered him along life's way, and at her death left

behind her innumerable friends who deeply mourn

her loss. She was a faithful and consistent mem-
ber of-the Reformed Church, and by her beautiful

and sincere Christian life won the love and affec-

tion of all with whom she came in contact.

3^!K@*

S~y EORGE H. YOUNG is one of the honored

Vj and highly esteemed citizens of Easton.

Few soldiers of the Army of the Potomac
were engaged in more important battles and num-
erous smaller encounters with the enemy than was

this gentleman. He fought valiantly in the defense

of the Union as a member of the One Hundred and

Fifty-third Pennsylvania Regiment, whose record

for bravery and hardships endured is, perhaps, un-

surpassed. It is estimated that the distance trav-

eled by this regiment during the war aggregated

ten thousand, four hundred and thirty-nine miles,

these figures being very conservative. In 1874 Mr.

Young was elected Sheriff of Northampton Coun-
ty by a majority of seven hundred votes, but was

counted out by three votes. He has always been

a leader in local politics, and in 1881 was elected

Justice of the Peace, which position he holds at

present, this being his third term in that capacity.

The birth of George H. Young occurred June

30, 1833, in Moore Township, Northampton Coun-
ty. His paternal grandfather, Jacob Young, was

born in Allen Township, of this county, and dur-

ing his later years operated a farm in Moore Town-

ship. In politics he is a Democrat, and in relig-

ion a Lutheran. By his marriage with a Miss

Seam he had eight children, all sons, namely: Ja-

cob, Christian, Abram, Peter, Joseph, George,

William and Reuben. The fattier of this family

died at the age of seventy-eight years. The par-

ents of our subject were George and Elizabeth

(Stickle) Young. The former was born in Moore

Township, within the limits of which nearly his

entire lifetime was passed. He was a blacksmith by

trade, and followed that occupation in connection

with farming. For many years he owned and culti-

vated a large and valuable farm in Moore Township.

A Democrat in politics, he held a number of town-

ship offices, and. was an influential man in his

community. He died while in the prime of life of

typhoid fever, being forty-eight years of age. To

himself and wife were born the following chil-

dren: Gideon; Rebecca, Mrs. Sehall; Caroline, wife

of ex-Sheriff George W. Walton ; Mary, whose home

is at Bath; Elizabeth, Mrs. Samuel George, of

Moore Township; and George H. The mother of

this family died when in her eighty-seventh year.

The subjoct of this narrative attended the coun-

try schools of Moore Township until his seven-

teenth 3'ear. His higher studies he afterwards

pursued at the Trappe, Montgomery County, this

state. He was married on reaching his majority,

and thereupon engaged in mercantile business un-

til his enlistment in the Union service. On his re-

turn from the South he clerked in a store for

Adam Laubach, and in 1866 was elected Recorder

of Deeds of Northampton County. Three years

later he was re-elected to the position, and served

until 1872. In 1877 he was for a time engaged in

mercantile pursuits, after which he bought the Mt.

Vernon Hotel, which he afterwards disposed of

to good advantage. At present he is acting as

Justice of the Peace and Pension Agent. Socially

he is a member of Lafayette Post No. 217, G. A. R.,

of Easton; is a Knight Templar, having passed

all the degrees; and is connected with the United

Order of American Mechanics. In former years

he belonged to several other societies, but is

now affiliated only with those named.

In 1854 Mr. Young was united in marriage with
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Miss Christianna Moyer. Seven children came

to bless their union, who in order of birth were

as follows: Acquillis, who died at the age of seven

years; Emma, Mrs. Deichman; Johnny, who died

in infancy; Mary Alice, who is unmarried; and

Christie, George Gettysburg and Harry Ellsworth.

In September, 1862, Mr. Young enlisted in the

One Hundred and Fifty-third Pennsylvania Regi-

ment, and was placed in Company H, Eleventh

Corps of the Army of the Potomac. His term of

enlistment was for nine months. At Gettysburg,

July 1, 1863, he received dangerous wounds, a ball

passing through his mouth, destroying his jaw,

breaking his collar-bone and lodging in his shoul-

der. He was taken prisoner, and was uncared for

during four days, but was recaptured finally.

After faithful service, in which he took part in the

engagement of Chancellorsville, May 2, 3 and 4,

1863, he was mustered out, and received an hon-

orable discharge at Gettysburg, July 24, 1863.

g^^^ar^^^^g^^g-s^^^^^g

WILLIAM B. NACE. Among the well-

to-do and prominent citizens of Moore

Township, Northampton County, is this

gentleman, who is well worthy of representation

in this work, which records the sturdy lives of her

best citizens. He was born May 21, 1837, in Bucks

County, Pa., his parents being Isaac and Annie

(Vorger) Nace. The parents were natives of Bucks

County, also, the Nace family having been early

settlers in that portion of the state. The maternal

grandfather was a soldier in the War of 1812.

Midst work and play the early years of W. B.

Nace passed without incident worthy of special no-

tice, and when he had reached suitable years he

commenced attending the schools of the neighbor-

hood. A few terms at the district schools of the

period were about all the advantages in an edu-

cational way that it was his privilege to Iiave;

therefore it largely devolved upon himself whether

or not he should become well informed. Notwith-

standing the drawbacks mentioned, he has man-

aged to acquire a good general fund of information,

and his practical knowledge has served him in all

the vicissitudes of life. In 1857 our subject left

his native county and came to live in Northamp-

ton County, learning the trade of milling in Al-

len town Township. For four years he worked

steadily in one mill, one year ,as an apprentice,

and the succeeding three years as a journeyman.

Subsequently we find him in Lehigh County,

where he pursued his vocation for only a short

time. For a period of about eighteen months he

resided in Kintnersville, Bucks County, and later

for a year and a-half made his home in Allentown,

following his trade at that place.

It was in 1864 that Mr. Nace located in Moore

Township, since which time he has engaged in op-

erating a gristmill. In addition to this he has

also for a number of years carried on farming.

Mr. Nace in 1886 engaged in distilling, which busi-

ness he has since continued. The distillery, which

he owns, and which is located not far from Peters-

ville, is known as the Hokendauqua Creek Distill-

ery, and here is manufactured a fine grade of

wheat and rye whiskeys. In his various enter-

prises Mr. Nace has certainly been successful, and

his prosperity is directly traceable to his inherited

sturdy characteristics. His farm comprises one

hundred and sixty acres under good improvement.

A marriage ceremony performed December 31,

1861, united the fortunes of Mr. Nace and Lucetta

Seem. Mrs. Nace was born in this county December

6, 1841, being a daughter of Jacob and Margaret

(Knauss) Seem. Her ancestors on both sides of the

family were early settlers of Northampton County,

and the SeeTn family were among the first settlers

of Allen Township. Mrs. Nace is one of the fol-

lowing surviving children of her parents: Daniel,

who is in Kansas; Josiah, a resident of Illinois;

Dr. A. K., of this county; Benjamin, who engaged

in business in Kansas; Dr. Tilghman, whose home

is in Iowa; Rebecca, wife of Conrad Laubach, of

Iowa; Mrs. Nace, next in order of birth; and Cather-

ine, wife of David Solt, of this county.

The union of Mr. and Mrs. Nace has been blessed

with ten children, nine of whom are living: Rosa

M. (the wife of John Othinger), Howard W., Ol-

iver F., John H., Almeda M., Annie R., Stella M.,

William I. and Lillie M. Harvey M., now de-
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ceased, was the youngest of the family. Mrs. Nace

is a member of the LutheranChurch, and is a cul-

tivated lady. The family are much esteemed in

the neighborhood where they reside, and the chil-

dren possess unusual musical ability.

J*****
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JOHN H. PASCOE, lately elected from Lehigh

County to the Legislature of Pennsylvania, is

a well known citizen of Allentown,and in busi-

ness circles takes high rank. We feel assured

that this record of his life will prove of interest to

many of our readers, and therefore gladly give it

a place in this volume. Mr. Pascoe was born in

Schuylkill County, Pa., August 25, 1851, and is a

son of Richard W. and Jessie C. Pascoe. His father,

a native of Cornwall, England, crossed the .Atlantic

to America when a young man, and settled in Penn-
sylvania. His mother is a native of the Highlands
of Scotland.

John H. Pascoe was the third in order of birth

in a family of seven children, five of whom are
yet living. The days of his childhood were passed
at Friedensville Lehigh Gounty, Pa. His educa-
tion was acquired in the district schools. He was
afterward a student in Freeland Seminary, Mont-
gomery County, Pa. When his education was
completed he entered the employ of F. Phreaner &
Detwiler, druggists of Philadelphia, with which
firm he continued his connection for some time.
In 1876 he became a contractor, which business he
successfully carried on until 1882. He also sup.
plied firms with iron ore. Next he entered the
employ of the Lehigh Valley Railroad, being
engaged on construction work. For the past five
years he has also been connected with the Geis-
singer and the Kemmerer Quarry Companies, tak-
ing out and preparing for the market building
and furnace stones. Their trade in this line has
become quite extensive.

In 1891 Mr. Pascoe became interested in the Blue
Ridge Powder Company, and was made its Presi-
dent, which position he still fills. The works are
located in Bowman, and they engage in the manu-

facture of blasting powder, used in mines where

high explosions are required. He is also interested

in the manufacture of foundry facings. The mills

known as the Mahoning Foundry Facing Mills, of

which he is President, are situated at Lehighton,

Carbon County, Pa. He is a wide-awake and en-

terprising business man, who carries forward to a

successful completion whatever he undertakes, un-

deterred by any difficulties or obstacles which may
arise.

In 1880 Mr. Pascoe was united in marriage with

Miss Annie L. Reinsmeth, of Allentown, daughter

of William Reinsmeth. In politics he is a Repub-
lican, and in 1885 was elected a member of the

Common Council, in which he served for three

terms, discharging his duties with credit to him-

self and satisfaction to his constituents. He is a

prominent Mason of the community and has taken

the Royal Arch degree. Since becoming a citizen

of Allentown, he has been prominently connected

with its business interests, and a straightforward,

honorable course has won for him the respect and
confidence of those with whom he has been brought
in contact.

:0#£:

f~y APT. EDWARD W. MENNER, one of the

X^y faithful employes of the Bethlehem Iron

Company, has been connected with that

concern since 1866, and at the present time occu-
pies the position of weighmaster. During the

civil conflict he was one who wore the blue and
fought valiantly in the defense of the Union.
The Captain was born in Easton, Pa., August 23,

1845. His grandfather, George, who was a baker
by trade, located in Easton on his arrival in this

country. The family name in German is spelled

Menier, and in remote days they were of the nobil-
ity. Lewis Menner, our subject's father, was born in

Germany, and was only six years old when he
went with his parents to Easton. He learned the
shoemaker's trade, and later engaged in brick-lay-
ing and plastering. In 1862 he located in Beth-
lehem as a bookkeeper for the Eagle Hotel, where
he remained for some years, but later returned to

his trade. He died in this city December 12,



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 765

1885, when in his seventy-fourth year. A Demo-

crat in politics, and in religious belief a Lutheran,

he was an honorable man and a good citizen.

His wife, formerly Mary A. Mazenie, was born in

Easton, and her father dying when she was only

an infant, her mother afterwards married a Mr.

Hull. Mrs. Menner was of Italian descent, and

her death occurred in January, 1887, after she

had attained her seventieth year. Religiously she

was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Of her three children two are living. Mary L. is

the wife of James E. Eaton, Of Stockton, Cal.

Matilda, Mrs. Lawrenceson, died at LaGrange, Mo.

Capt. E. W. Menner was reared to manhood in

Easton, there attending the public schools, where

he acquired a good education. Though only six-

teen years of age, he enlisted on August 25, 1863,

in Company E, Forty-seventh Pennsylvania In-

fantry, being mustered in at Harrisburg. In 1862

he was ordered to Key West, and remained there

until June, thence being sent to South Carolina.

October 22 he took part in the battle of Pocotal-

igo. In December he was ordered back to Key

West, Fla., and later stationed at Ft. Jefferson, in

that state, where he remained until October, 1863,

when he veteranized and re-enlisted. After a short

furlough he returned to his late post, there being

on duty until March, 1864, when he was sent to

New Orleans on the Red River expedition. His

corps was in time to save the Thirteenth at Sabine

Cross Roads, and then took part in the battles of

Pleasant Hill and the Mississippi campaign. On
returning to New Orleans he took steamer to

Washington, going to join the army of the Shenan-

doah, and among the engagements of this campaign

in which he participated were those of Berryville,

Winchester, Fisher's Hill,- Woodstock, Newmarket,

and Cedar Creek. At the last-named battle, which

occurred October 19, he was wounded through the

left shoulder, when leading his company, he being

the only officer at that point. On account of his in-

juries he was sent to the United States Hospital at

York, Pa., and was not able to rejoin his regiment

until March, 1865, when they were on guard duty

on the railroad near Charlestown, Va. About April

14 Captain Menner went to Brightwood, being in

the grand review which took place there in May.

He was afterwards sent to Savannah, Ga., thence

to Charlestown, S. C, and was finally discharged

at Camp Cadwallader, January 10, 1866. He was
successfully promoted from the ranks to Corporal

on the battlefield of Pleasant Hill, La.; next was

made Sergeant at Cedar Creek, then Second Lieu-

tenant, five months later First Lieutenant, and in

August, 1865, was commissioned Captain.

March 15, 1866, Captain Menner entered the em-

ploy of the Bethlehem Iron Company, at first as

hooker on the rolls, arid remained in that depart-

ment until June, 1870, when he took a trip to the

West as far as Ft. Dodge, Kan. Returning, he

helped to start the first mill of the Illinois Steel

and Iron Company at Joliet, 111., residing there for

two years. In 1872 he re-entered the employ of

the Bethlehem Iron Company on the rolls, keep-

ing steadily at his post until October, 1 878, when

for three months he was an employe of the Veree

& Mitchell Iron and Steel Works of Philadelphia.

In December, 1878, the Captain took charge of

the old mill of the Bethlehem Iron Company, and

in April of the following year became identified

with the converting department of the steelmill.

When, three years after, the lockout occurred, he

engaged on repair work, and on the resumption

of manufacture went into the railmill, where he

was employed for five years. At that time he

opened the hearth department of ordnance, hav-

ing charge of the melting furnaces for one year.

Then, on account of his eyes and failing health,

July 12, 1889, he was given the post of weigh-

master, which he is still holding. Everything go-

ing in or coming out of the mills is weighed by

the Captain, and the post is considered a respon-

sible one.

Our subject's residence is located at No. 113

North New Street, and he walks an average of

over fourteen miles a day while engaged at his du-

ties; He was married in Spring Mills, Pa., in Jan-

uary, 1878, to Mrs. Emma A. (Maxwell) Tippen, a

native of that place, and daughter of John Max-

well, who was born there in 1801, and was engaged

in the iron industry. The Captain and wife have

one child, Harry Maxwell, and the family are mem-

bers of the Presbyterian Church.

Among the civic societies with which the Cap-
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tain is identified are the following: Royal Arca-

num; Knights of Honor; Packer Castle No. 116,

Golden Eagle; Opporaanyhook Tribe No. 203, I.

O. R. M.; and J. K. Taylor Post No. 182, G. A.

R., in the work of which he is particularly act-

ive. At the present time he is Commander of

the post, and from the first year of its organiza-

tion has been a member. He also belongs to the

Bethlehem Iron Company Relief Association, and

is active in benevolent work. A Republican of

the truest stamp, he has the welfare of his party

greatly at heart, and is a loyal patriot.

- •$**&* *J**$• *5* *5*** *£*
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<Tpr LBERT J. ERDMAN, M. D. This prom-
/—\ inent physician and surgeon of Saegers-

ville is a native of Lehigh County, having

been born in Limeport March 7, 1852. His par-

ents, John and Ann M. (Roth) Erdman, were also

natives of the above county, and the mother is

still living, making her home in Allentown. John
Erdman, who was descended from one of the very

earliest and most highly honored families of the

Lehigh Valley, departed this life in 1869.

The great-grandfather of our subject, John Erd-
man, was born in Germany, and on emigrating to

the New World located in Saucon Township, this

county, where he became prominent and well-

to-do. The subject of this sketch was reared on
his father's farm near Allentown, and was thus

afforded the opportunity of attending the public

schools of the city. He was also a student for

some time in private institutions, and when ready
to choose a calling in life determined to follow a

professional career. With this end in view, Mr.
Erdman went to Catasauqua in 1870, and began
reading medicine under the tutelage of Dr. Reigel,

after which he entered Jefferson Medical College,
at Philadelphia, from which institution he was
graduated with the Class of '73. After receiving
his degree of Doctor of Medicine, our subject re-

mained in Catasauqua for a year, and in the spring
of 1874 came to Saegersville, which has since been
his home. Here he at once established an extend
sive and lucrative practice, and is held in the high-
est esteem.

Dr. Erdman and Miss Amanda E., daughter of

George W. Bogh, were united in marriage in 1874.

The father of Mrs. Erdman was formerly a well

known and prominent resident of Catasauqua.

To our subject and his wife there has been born a

daughter, Edna G. Socially Dr. Erdman is a mem-
ber of the Lehigh County Medical Society, which

he has served as President. He is also connected

with the Lehigh Valley Medical Society, in which

body he takes a very active part. The Lutheran

Church finds in him one of its Valued members,

and in Sunday-school work he is especially promi-

nent, being at the present time Vice-President of the

Saegersville Union Sunday-school. He is connected

with Jordan Lodge No. 192, 1. O. O. F., at Schnecks-

ville, in which order he has'held all the chairs.

He also belongs to Allentown Castle No. 155,

Knights of the Golden Eagle; St. Mary's Com-
mandery No. 7, in Allentown; Lachawonk Tribe,

I. O. R. M., in that city; and Israel Commandery,
K. of M., at Wescosville, Lehigh County. In

politics the Doctor is a stanch Democrat. For

eleven years he has been physician and surgeon

for the Lehigh County Almshouse, and is Treas-

urer of the Lehigh County Pension Board. He
occupies a high place in the profession in this

county, and is a man of much practical business

talent and financial ability.

mmm
(~T YLVESTER HOWER. The history of a

Ji^) county or a township depends for interest

on the lives of the men living there, and
who by means of ability and industry have won
success both for themselves and the community.
A history of Allen Township, Northampton Coun-
ty, would in no measure be complete without a

sketch of Mr. Hower, who was born here February

6, 1845.

The parents of our subject, George and Cather-

ine (Anewalt) Hower, were likewise natives of

this county, while the paternal great-grandfather

of vSylvester came from Germany and founded that

branch of the family in America of which he is a

direct descendant.

John Nicholas Hower, the grandfather o# our
subject, fought as a soldier in the Revolutionary
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War and was a man greatly esteemed for his up-

right character.

George Hower followed agricultural pursuits

during the active years of his life, and succeeded

in accumulating a fair amount of this world's

goods. He departed this life September 14, 1886.

Of his children who survive our subject was the

eldest but one. The other members of the family

are: Harrison, residing in Kansas; Belinda, the wife

of Benjamin Sehaden, a farmer of Allen Town-

ship, this county; Sarah, now the wife of William

H. Sieger, who makes her home in Catasauqua; and

Katie, who is with our subject. The father was an

active worker in the Lutheran Church, and was

one of the founders of the congregation at Hower-

town, which he served in the capacity of Deacon

for many years. He was also one of the prime

movers in the organization of Weaversville Acad-

emy, a well known institute of learning in this

section. In politics he is a stanch Republican.

He was a thoroughly moral man, and in his death

the county lost one of its best and most valued

citizens.

Sylvester Hower, of this biography, who en-

gaged in farm pursuits, has spent his entire life

thus far in his native county, with the exception

of two years when operating a gristmill at Slat-

ington. His education was received first in the

district schools and afterward in Weaversville

Academy. After leaving that institution he took

a business course in Thomas M. Pierce's college at

Philadelphia. Young Hower, in August, 1864, en-

listed in the Union army, as a member of Company
F, Two Hundred and Second Pennsylvania In-

fantry, and with his regiment was placed on guard

duty in Virginia. After being out nearly a year,

during which time he rendered his country valiant

service, he was honorablyfaiseharged in July, 1865,

and returned home.

Mr. Hower is the proprietor of two hundred and

fifty-four acres of dood farming land, which he

has placed under tj/e best methods of improve-

ment, and has madaone of the finest estates in the

county. Socially fie is a member of Fuller Post

No. 378, G. A. R., at Catasauqua. He is a devoted

member of the Lutheran Church, with which he

has been connected for many years, and has been

Superintendent of the Sunday-school of Hower-

town.

The marriage of our subject occurred October

26, 1875, with Amanda E., daughter of John S.

Hiestand, formerly a resident of Allen Township,

but now deceased, as is also her mother. His in-

terest ill school affairs has led our subject to be

placed on the board, where he has done much to-

ward advancing the standard of scholarship in his

district. In politics he follows the footsteps of

his honored father and is a stanch Republican.

JACOB SCHNEIDER, of Easton, is a native of

Bavaria, Germany, but has been a resident of

the United States for about thirty years.

Since 1867, with the exception of a short time

in 1873, his home and place of business have been in

Easton. In April, 1894, he started a bottling works

and deals in all kinds of malt liquors and mineral

waters. He runs two wagons constantly and em-

ploys six or more men. This enterprise, which is

still in its infancy, has succeeded very well, and

bids fair to increase rapidly.

Mr. Schneider was born January 6, 1843, in

Bavaria, Germany, he being the youngest son of

Christian and Barbara (Kaul) Schneider. The fa-

ther was a farmer during his entire life, and died in

Germany. To himself and wife were born six

children, four daughters and two sons: Christina,

Maria, Katherine, Elizabeth, John and Jacob.

The early years of Jacob Schneider were passed

uneventfully in the Fatherland, where he received

a good education in his native language. At the

age of fourteen years he began learning the .trade

of cabinet-making, and industriously worked at

this business for the next fifteen years. In 1867

he came to the United States, feeling that he could

have better opportunities for the acquisition of a

fortune than on the Continent. For a short time

he kept a saloon at Lambertsville, N. J. He first

came to Easton in 1867, and about. 1874 he took

charge of the Star, Hotel, which he operated for

seventeen years. About 1892 he disposed of his

\
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interests in the hotel, and soon afterward opened

a bottling establishment on Green Street, in this

city, succeeding the Easton Bottling Company. He

is a man of exceptional business ability, shrewd

judgment and the traits so often noted in German-

American citizens, which, when exercised, almost

invariably lead to success.

In politics a Democrat, Mr. Schneider has served

efficiently and to the satisfaction of all for one

term as a member of the City Council. Before

leaving his native land he served in the German

army, and in 1866 participated in the Prussian

War. Socially he is identified with the Masonic

fraternity, belonging to Dallas Lodge, F. & A. M.;

to Easton Chapter, R. A. M., and to the Knights

of Pythias. He is also affiliated with the Order of

Bed Men as a member of Lodge No. 125.

October 14, 1873, Mr. Schneider and Miss Fred-

ericka Boss were united in marriage. The lady was

born in Germany, and is a daughter of John and

Sarah (Boss) Pickel. Our subject and wife hold

membership with Zion 's Lutheran Church, and give

liberally to charities and benevolences which they

esteem worthy of assistance.

<K»H"H"W'l''H-H'@4«H'<'»W»WW){>

0HARLES J. KOCH. A simple account of

the life and works of a man of honor and

integrity is the best monument that can be

reared for him by the biographical writer, and

therefore in these paragraphs no attempt will be

made to give undue praise to the subject of this

article, whose life speaks for him better than mere

words would do. He is now occupying the posi-

tion of Justice of the Peace of Pen Argyl, and also

officiates as Deputy Postmaster. A man of pro-

gressive ideas, liberal and public-spirited, his ca-

reer is indicative of the confidence reposed in him

by his fellow-citizens.

On the 30th of March, 1837, in Harmony Town-

ship, Warren County, N. J., a son was born to

Joseph and Jemima (Mericle) Koch, to whom was

given the name of Charles J. The family was of

German descent, and early settling in Pennsylvan-

ia migrated thence to New Jersey. Grandfather

Jacob Koch followed the occupation of a farmer

in the latter state, where his death occurred. In

politics he was stanch in his adherence to the

principles of the Democratic party. In religious

matters he was connected with the Presbyterian

Church. His family numbered eight children

four of whom are living.

The father of our subject, Joseph Koch, was born

in Bucks County, Pa., in 1816, and has been a life-

long agriculturist. His home is now in Pen Argyl,

and though advanced in years he is bale and ro-

bust. Unto his union were born three children,

of whom Charles J. is the eldest. The others are

Sabina, widow of John Carter; and Emma, who
married Jacob Van Horn, of Marksboro, N. J., but

is now deceased. Our subject was reared in Har-

mony, N. J., where he attended the public schools.

Later he was a student in the Easton select school.

For some time he resided on the home farm, en-

gaged as an agriculturist, and continued in that

occupation until 1883, when he came to Pen Argyl.

While in New Jersey he was for nine years engag-

ed as Tax Collector, also served as Treasurer of his

township for ten years, and was School Director

and Supervisor. For a time he was a dealer in

farm implements.

Coming to Pen Argyl, Mr. Koch was for two

years engaged in the clothing business, but retired

therefrom in order to accept the appointment as

Postmaster, conferred upon him under the admin-

istration of President Cleveland. For four years

he filled the office, and by his efficient discharge

of duties gave satisfaction to all concerned. Re-

tiring from the office at the change of administra-

tion, he became freight and passenger agent for

the Central Railroad of\ New Jersey at Pen Argyl.

During the three years an- d a-half that he remained
in this office he also held the position of Justice

of the Peace, to which he was re-elected in the

spring of 1894. Among the, enterprises in which
he is interested is the Electric Light Company, in

which he is Director and Treasurer. Politically a
Democrat, he takes an active interest in party
affairs, and has served as a delegate a number of
times. His religious connections are with the
Presbyterian Church. Socially/ he is a member of

/
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the Improved Order of Red Men, the Knights of

the Golden Eagle, and Pen Argyl Lodge No. 594,

F. & A. M.

December 10, 1857, Mr. Koch was united in mar-

riage with Miss Mary E., daughter of George

Stocker, of Martin's Creek, Northampton County.

The two children born of this union are deceased,

Lizzie R. having died in 1883, and Warren J. in

1891.

-—
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bUTHER A. MILLER, a prominent resident

of Portland, Northampton County, estab-

lished himself in this place in 1888 as a

manufacturer of wagon-wood stock, and has since

conducted a profitable and increasing trade in that

line. He is a native of this county, as were also

his parents, Alfred and Mary Miller, and his an-

cestors were early settlers here. Born March 20,

1859, he was reared upon the home farm. He re-

ceived a good education in the public schools of

Northampton County, and also attended the high

school of Watsontown for a time.

Going to Newark, N. J., in 1881, Mr. Miller se-

cured a position in a leather factory, of which,

after successive promotions he became Superin-

tendent and General Manager. For three years

he was in the employ of one leather firm, and for

five years with another concern in a similar line.

Resigning as Superintendent, he came to Portland

and began the manufacture of wagon-wood stock,

which he has continued to the present time. He

is doing an extensive business and employs six

men for factory work, also at times has several ex-

tra hands for outside work. Among his manufac-

tures are whiffletrees, singletrees, shafts, wagon-

poles, neck-yokes, handles and other wagon stock.

His factory is run by steam-power, the engine, man-

ufactured at Erie, Pa., being of thirty-horse power

and the boiler forty-horse power.

In 1889 Mr. Miller was united in marriage with

Miss Emma C, daughter of J. J. Hess, of North-

ampton County, and they are the parents of two

children, Orville D. and Austin P. Our subject

takes an intelligent interest in the affairs of his

town and county, and has occupied positions of

trust among the councils of his fellow-men. He is

still a young man, full of enterprise and plans for

the future, and, if permitted to live until advanced

in years, will contribute his share toward the prog-

ress of his community. In politics, he gives his

support to Democratic principles. Socially he is

identified with Portland Lodge No. 311, F. &
A. M., of which he is the present incumbent of the

office of Warden. He is also connected with Mt.

Bethel Lodge No. 732, 1. 0. 0. F., of which he is

Past Master. In religious belief he is a member of

the Reformed Church. His business transactions

are conducted in a straightforward and systematic

manner, and his factory gives evidence of the thrift

and good judgment of the owner.

<Xfr»»»fr*»*»***:%ill****»**» ,2M8"3,,SO<>

REV. GUSTAVE A. SCHWEDES is the pas-

tor of Christ Reformed Church of Bethle-

hem, and is one of the most intelligent

young ministers in the denomination, having

achieved success as a preacher and orator both in

the English and German languages. He is popu-

lar among the members of his congregation and

his fellow-citizens at large, being very liberal spir-

ited and interested in the general welfare of his

church and community.

The birth of Rev. Mr. Schwedes occurred in

Covington, Ky., June 20, 1864, His father, F.R.,

was born in Kurhessen, Germany, and received a

most excellent education in the colleges of his na-

tive land, pursuing both the classical and theolog-

ical course. His father, whose Christian name was

Adam, was a cantor, or school-master, and his death

occurred in Germany. The family were descend-

ants of the French Huguenots who were driven

from their native land at the time of the Reforma-

tion, and the name was originally spelled "Suedes."

The father of our subject, on completing his edu-

cation at the Hersfeld Gymnasium and the Uni-

versity of Marburg, in 1860 came to America and

entered the theological seminary at Mercersburg,

Pa., where he was graduated, and later ordained.
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He became pastor of the First Church of Coving-

ton, where he remained for six years, building up

the congregation and increasing its usefulness in

the community. Thence going to Ft. Wayne, he

became pastor of the large Reformed congregation,

and erected the handsome church edifice, remain-

ing there until 1872, when he took his family to

Germany, and traveled quite extensively on the

Continent. On his return he was assigned as a

missionary to Cumberland, Md., where he estab-

lished a congregation, over which he remained

in charge until 1886. He is now sixty-four years

of age, and during the past eight years has been

pastor of a large congregation at Terre Haute, Ind.

His wife, who was born in Rotenfelde, Hanover,

Germany, was Caroline O, daughter of Francis

Eggers, a man of prominence and a Government
official. One of his sons, H. B., is a flour merchant

in St. Louis, Mo.

Gustave A., of this sketch, is the eldest in a

family comprising five children, and was reared to

man's estate mainly in Ft. Wayne and Cumber-
land. He attended the Allegheny County Acad-
emy until 1879, when he was enrolled as a student

in Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster, Pa.,

being the youngest in the class. He was only
six years of age when he began the study of Latin,

and when he graduated in 1883 with the degree of

Bachelor of Arts he had the honor of delivering

the German oration. Three years later his Alma
Mater conferred upon him the degree of Master of

Arts. In 1883 he became a student in the theo-

logical seminary at Lancaster, graduating there-

from three years later. Having been ordained at

Frostburg, Md., his first pastorate was with the

Reformed Church of that place, the pulpit of which
he had occasionally supplied since he was nineteen

years of age. There he remained until July, 1888,
when he resigned to become pastor of St. Paul's

Reformed Church, at Kutztown, Berks County, in

which at that time Dr. Schaeffer, Superintendent of
the State Schools, was a leading member. The
Foreign Mission Board of the Reformed Church
chose him as a missionary for Japan, but the way
was not open for him to accept the commission.

In September, 1889, our subject resigned his

pastorate, and in the same month was married in

Newport, Ky., to Clara C, daughter of W. H.

Schleutker. The lady was born and reared in

Covington, Ky., where her father was a wholesale

grocery merchant. By her marriage she has be-

come the mother of a little daughter, Helen by

name.

In the fall of 1889 Rev. Mr. Schwedes with his

bride came to Bethlehem, where he became pastor

of his present charge. In 1889 he organized Chap-

ter No. 21 of the Brotherhood of Andrew and

Philip, and in 1891 organized the Bethany Re-

formed Church in West Bethlehem. Christ Re-

formed Church was started in 1849, in connec-

tion with a Lutheran Church, and for twenty

years they used the same church. At the end of

that time the Lutheran Church became possessed

of the old site, and the large edifice on Center

Street now used by the congregation of which our

subject is the pastor was built in 1870. There are

over five hundred members on the church books,

and every branch of its work is in a most flourish-

ing condition. They have most excellent music,

a grand organ and a well drilled choir. In 1891

the congregation built a commodious parsonage at

No. 359 Broad Street, and in 1892 entertained the

general convention of the Brotherhood of Andrew
and Philip. Rev. Mr. Schwedes delivers a great

maDy lectures, being a fluent speaker in both the

English and German languages. He is a contribu-

tor to the "Reformed Church Messenger," the

Brotherhood "Star" and various other periodicals.

For three years he published the "Christ Church
Companion," a monthly paper of great interest

and influence in this community.

>$+£&-

REUBEN MESSINGER. Among the resi-

dents of Northampton County who have

reaped success from a course of persever-

ing industry and prudent living, may be properly

mentioned Mr. Messinger, who is now somewhat
retired from active business and is living amid the

comforts of one of the best regulated homes of

Belfast. It is a truth often repeated that every
man who has acquitted himself honestly and as a
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good citizen has thus been a factor in the prosper-

ity of his town and county, and, judged by this

standard, our subject has been one of the largest

contributors to the development of his native

county. His reputation is a most excellent one,

and is borne out by his sterling qualities, his firm

principles and the part that he bears in political,

educational and benevolent movements in his lo-

cality. Anxious to advance the interests of this

section, which has been his life-long home, he takes

an active part in enterprises which promise success

in that direction, while at the same time not neg-

lecting his more personal affairs.

The Messinger family was represented among
the settlers of Northampton County. The first of

the name to locate here was our subject's great-

great-grandfather, who crossed the ocean from

Germany and established his permanent home in

this county. Philip and Abigail (Birdinger) Mes-

singer, parents of our subject, were natives of

Northampton County, and this, too, was the birth-

place of our subject, his natal day being December

31, 1826. He was only thirteen months old when

orphaned by his father's death, and from that age

until he was six years old he was cared for by his

mother, after which he was bound out to his uncle,

Joseph Messinger, with whom the eight ensuing

years were passed. At the age of fourteen years

he liired out as a farm hand, continuing thus en-

gaged until he attained maturity. His education-

al privileges were exceedingly limited, though he

was permitted to attend school during the winter

sessions in boyhood.

In 1848 Mr. Messinger married Mary A., daugh-

ter of Peter Ealer, of Lower Mt. Bethel Township,

Northampton County. By this union he had nine

children, of whom seven are living: Emma, Mrs.

James Messinger, who died December 2, 1894;

Susan, who married A. Rader; Stephen; Lewis;

Meiinda; Sarah J., Mrs. Charles Siegfried; and

Amanda, who married Milton Sandt. For many

years Mr. Messinger carried on agricultural pur-

suits in connection with buying and selling cattle

and other live stock, which has been his main bus-

iness for^. long time. He is the owner of eighty-

one acres, comprising a well improved farm, and

also owns a residence and eight acres in Belfast.

He is a Director in the Farmers' Mutual Fire In-

surance Company of Northampton County, and
attends to the company's business in his locality.

For one and one-half years he filled the position

of Postmaster at Belfast, and at various times has

held other local offices. Socially he belongs to the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, holding mem-
bership in Bushkill Creek Lodge No. 878. His

religious connections are with the Reformed

Church.

:9#G

JOHN S. JACKSON, who is successfully en-

gaged in the quarry business as a member of

the firm of Stephens, Jackson & Co., of Pen

Argyl, is a native of Devonshire, England,

born in the village of Beesands, parish of Stock-

enham, Ma}' 15, 1845. He is a son of Richard

Jackson, Sr., to whose sketch upon another page

the reader is referred for particulars regarding the

family history. In the schools of his native place

he received a practical education that fitted him

for successful business life, although the broad in-

formation he now possesses has been acquired prin-

cipally by self-culture and application. Early

obliged to earn bis own livelihood, he secured a

situation in the Cammel Quarry in Cornwall, where

he remained until about eighteen years of age.

On the 19th of March, 1864, Mr. Jackson took

passage on the steamer " City of Cork," and after

a voyage of about two weeks between Liverpool

and America landed in New York on the 1st of

April, 1864. Proceeding at once to Pennsylvania,

he settled in Northampton County, where he se-

cured a position in the Chapman Quarries. After

six weeks he opened the Bethlehem Quarry, which

he sold to Landback & Wooley for $10,000, then

returned to his former position, and remained in

the employ of William Chapman the succeeding

eleven years. - At the expiration of that time he

came to Pen Argyl, and with his brother-in-law

leased part of the Albion Quarry, which he has

since operated under the firm name of Stephens,

Jackson & Co. He makes a specialty of the manu-

facture of roofing slate, which is sold throughout
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the United States and also in Europe. In addition

to the management of this quarry, he also superin-

tends the quarry of Jackson Bros., and is one of

the proprietors of a general store in Pen Argyl,

conducted under the firm style of J. S. Jackson &
Co., and stocked with a complete assortment of

general merchandise valued at about $15,000. He
is also a stockholder in the Electric Light and

Power Company of Pen Argyl.

A Republican in political sentiments, Mr. Jack-

son takes an intelligent interest in the welfare of

his party, whicli he has frequently represented as

delegate to various conventions. He has been a

member of the Board of County Commissioners,

and was a Justice of the Peace upon the organiza-

tion of the borough. During the administration

of President Harrison he was appointed Postmaster

at Pen Argyl and served in that capacity for four

years. While a member of the School Board he

was instrumental in securing the erection of the

new public school building. In various other

ways he has contributed to the progress of the place

and the welfare of its citizens. Socially he is con-

nected with the Masonic fraternity, and was for-

merly a member of the Knights of Pythias.

November 5, 1867, occurred the marriage of

John S. Jackson and Miss Emma Louisa, daughter

of Joseph Fennel, of Moore Township, Northamp-
ton County. They have had six children, namely:

John Henry and James Edward, who operate a

quarry under the firm name of Jackson Bros.,

and are young men of excellent executive ability;

Clarence, deceased; and Minnie, Emma and Clin-

ton S., who are with their parents.

DAVID ACHENBACH. Few of the resi-

dents of Northampton County have gained

a higher degree of worldly prosperity than

has rewarded the earnest efforts of Mr. Achenbach,
and certainly there are none who stand higher in

the esteem of the people than does he. His landed
possessions aggregate three hundred and sixty-

eight acres, of highly improved land, situated in

Plainfield Township, where he has passed his en-

tire life. Though not at present actively engaged

as an agriculturist, he still maintains a general su-

pervision of his property and looks after his va-

ried and valuable real-estate interests.

In this county our subject was born February

11, 1840, being a son of Jacob and Sabina (Mover)

Achenbach, the mother now deceased. The father,

who is still living, is in his eighty-sixth year, and

is one of the oldest surviving residents of Plain-

field Township. The first representative of the

family in America was our subject's paternal great-

grandfather, a native of Germany, who sought his

fortune in the home of the free. Settling in Penn-

sylvania, he was proprietor of astoreinEaston when

that now thriving borough was but a small hamlet.

His son Daniel, our subject's grandfather, followed

the occupation of a farmer throughout his entire

life. He now lies buried in the cemetery belong-

ing to the Plainfield Church.

The parental family was large, and eight of its

members are now living, namely: Samuel, a resi-

dent of this county; Michael, whose home is in

Bethlehem, Pa.; David, our subject; William, who
is living in Iowa; Joel, a resident of Plainfield

Township; Emma, wife of James Both, of Connect-

icut; Carrie, who married William Foneystuck and
lives in Harrisburg, this state"; and Peter. Receiv-

ing a practical education in the schools of Plain-

field Township, our subject was thereby fitted for

practical contact with the business world. His oc-

cupation from youth has been that of a farmer, and
his success in his vocation is richly merited by his

industrious efforts.

In 1864 Mr. Achenbach was united in marriage

with Miss Sabina Ruth, and they became the par-

ents of seven children, six of whom still survive.

They are: Lucinda J., wife of James E. Gum; Ed-
win J.; Mary, who married William Freeman; Lewis
P., Minnie S. and Enos D. The daughter deceased

was named Abbie L. The children have received

good educations, and are thereby fitted for honor-
able positions in social and business circles. Dur-
ing his three years' service as School Director of

Plainfield Township, Mr. Achenbach was instru-

mental in promoting the interests of the schools

and in advancing the grade of scholarship.

In his business relations our subject is enterpris-
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ing and honorable, shows himself to be interested

in the improvement of the township, and bears his

part in the social pleasures of the intelligent and

upright circles. While not displaying any parti-

sanship in politics, he is nevertheless firm in his

allegiance to the Democracy. Religiously he is a

member of the Reformed Church in Plainfield, to

the maintenance of which he is a liberal contribu-

tor. He is a Director in the Merchants' National

Bank of Bangor. As a citizen he is progressive,

and his large degree of success is well deserved.

-^iimm

Cp* USBEN W. DECH is a well known and

/—\ highly respected citizen of Hanover Town-

ship. For six years he has been engaged

in mercantile business at Bethlehem, but at the

present time he is turning his attention to agricult-

ural pursuits. He has served in various public

capacities most acceptably, and is recognized as a

faithful citizen and just man.

Mr. Dech is a son of Joseph and Elizabeth (Rit-

ter) Dech, both likewise natives of Northampton

County, and his birth occurred in Hanover Town-

ship, September 16, 1847. The Dech family have

been well known residents of this locality for many

years, and have been noted for their industrious

and enterprising qualities. The grandfather, An-

drew Dech, was born in this county, though his an-

cestors were Germans, having emigrated from the

Fatherland in an early day to assist in the up-

building and prosperity of this portion of Penn-

sylvania.

Joseph Dech, our subject's father, is a life-long

resident of Northampton County, and, though now

about fourscore years of age, is still living at

Bethlehem. In his family there were three chil-

dren, all of the number still surviving, namely:

Eliza A., who is the wife of P. J. Heller, of Kansas;

EJmira, who makes her home in Bethlehem; and

Ausben W., whose name heads this narrative. The

father of this family has ever been an honest and

upright man, having made ithis chief object in life

to rear his children in the duties of citizenship

and honorable living before their fellow-men. His

life has been chiefly devoted to agriculture, at

which calling he made a good living for himself

and family. For a number of years he was Justice

of the Peace, the duties of which office he performed

to the satisfaction of all. In his political faith he

has been a Republican, and religiously has been

connected for a great many years with the Evan-

gelical Association at Bethlehem.

From his early years our subject was inured to

the labors of farm life, his father having given him

practical lessons in the duties pertaining to the same.

It isnot strange that when he grew to man's estate

he concluded to make this calling his principal life

work. However, for a time he was diverted from

this channel, as for a period covering some six

years he followed the mercantile business at Beth-

lehem, meeting with a fair share of success. In

1873 Mr. Dech resumed farming, cultivating a

tract of land in Hanover Township. As an agri-

culturist he brings to bear upon his work his thor-

ough knowledge of the best methods now advo-

cated in this branch, so important to the welfare

of all. Recently he has retired to a certain ex-

tent from active life, though still living on his old

farm. He has leased the homestead, and is enjoy-

ing a well earned rest.

Having enjoyed better advantages in an educa-

tional way than manv of the men in his time, Mr.

Dech is more than ordinarily well read and edu-

cated. After having attended for a number of

years the public schools of Hanover Township and

the schools at Bethlehem, he was enabled to enter

Freeland Seminary, where he pursued a course

of study for two terms. For a period he also at-

tended the normal school at Trenton, N. J. To fur-

ther equip himself for business life he then entered

as a student the celebrated Eastman's Business

College, which is located in Poughkeepsie, N. Y.

Having enjoyed these various educational facili-

ties, and having kept up his general reading, it is

a matter of no wonder that Mr. Dech is fully abreast

of the times, and as such is considered by his friends

and neighbors.

The marriage of Mr. Dech and Miss Laura,

daughter of Stephen Trumbower, of East Allen

Township, Northumberland County, was celebrated
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January 6, 1868. By this union have been born

three children: Walter J., Howard S. and Herbert

A. The parents are most valued members of the

Evangelical Association, which our subject has

served zealously as Trustee, and in other practi-

cal ways. Much credit is due Mr. Dech for the

success he has made in life, as it has been the re-

sult of his own industry and business enterprise.

He acquired a well improved farm of one-hundred

and twelve acres, which he placed under good cul-

tivation, and, as aforesaid, this propertj' he now
leases, thus bringing him in a good and steady in-

come. In his political affiliations he is a Repub-

lican, and for three years was Assessor of Hanover

Township. In the spring of 1894 he was elected

for a like period of time to serve as a School Di-

rector. He is a member of Bethlehem Grange

No. 504, P. of H, in Hanover Township. With
this order he is now acting as Master of the lodge,

having been chosen as such in January, 1894.

Those who are best acquainted with this worthy

man believe him to be true, honorable and upright,

and give to him their highest regard and genuine

respect.

HARRY WEISS, a prominent young business

man of Bethlehem, owns and occupies the

finest residence in the city. He is the son

of Francis Weiss, who died about 1889, leaving

his children a large fortune, which he had acquired

by the exercise of his enterprising and business-

like methods. His executive ability and superior

qualifications have in large measure descended to

his sons, who are prominent in the affairs of this

city.

The birth of our subject occurred February 21,

1866, in Eckley, Luzerne County, Pa. He is the

youngest son of Francis Weiss, a full history of

whom may be found elsewhere in this volume. In

1871 the father removed to Bethlehem, where
Harry attended the private schools, being in TJlrich

preparatory school for two years. After the com-
pletion of his education, in 1884 he went into the

Lehigh Valley National Bank, of which his father

was Vice-President. He was employed for two

years and then became a student in Eastman's

Business College of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., where he

was graduated.

Returning to this city Mr. Weiss took charge of

the books of his father's flouring-mill in B'reemans-

burg for two years, when, on account of his father's

death, the mill was leased, though our subject car-

ried it on for himself for about eighteen months.

At the end of that time he sold out on account of

his health. The mills, which he ran at their full

capacity, have a large trade in the coal region,

their products being shipped extensively to vari-

ous poinls. At the present time he is not actively

engaged in business, though he has investments in

various concerns, principally in the coal business.

In the spring of 1893 Mr. Weiss completed his

beautiful home, which is situated on one of the

highest points in the city on Broad, between High
and Linden Streets. The base of the building is

made of Jersey sandstone and the remainder of

Indiana limestone. The frontage of his lot is two
hundred and ten feet and the depth two hundred
and thirty feet, while the residence lot is eighty

feet front. The architecture is of a very superior

and pleasing order, and it is estimated that the

cost of this beautiful home was in the neighbor-

hood of $53,000. The lady who is fortunate in

being its mistress was formerly Miss Carrie Dink.

She is a native of Mauch Chunk, and daughter of

John Dink, a retired business man, formerly of that

city and now a resident of Bethlehem. Mr. and
Mrs. Weiss have four children, H. Reginald, Cathe-

rine, Elizabeth and Francis. Politically Mr. Weiss
is a Republican. With his wife he holds member-
ship with the Trinity Episcopal Church.

JOHN P. WESNER, a man universally popu-
lar, and one who has achieved great success

in life, furnishes the subject of the present

sketch, and we are pleased to represent such
a public-spirited and courteous gentleman in our
volume. Mr. Wesner, who is Superintendent of

the Allentown Terminal Railroad, was born in
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Northampton County, this state, January 20, 1851.

He is the son of Ambrose Wesner, who was born

in Lehigh County, where he followed his trade of

a millwright for many years. He is now retired

from active labor and makes his home in Cata-

sauqua.

The mother of our subject was prior to her

marriage known as Mary Christman. She Likewise

was a native of Pennsylvania, and departed this

life when our subject was quite young. The pa-

ternal grandfather of John P. bore the name of

John Wesner; he was a soldier in the Mexican War

and died in 1859, in Whitehall, Lehigh County,

when in his seventy-fifth year. The first repre-

sentatives of the family in the United States came

from Germany and located in Northampton Coun-

ty in an early day. The maternal grandfather of

our subject, John Christman, was born in Monroe

County, this state.

The subject of this sketch obtained a good edu-

cation in the common schools of his native place,

and when starting out for himself first found em-

ployment as clerk in a canal store in the town of

Siegfried. Upon reaching his sixteenth year he

engaged to work for the Susquehanna Railroad

Company, but abandoned that line of work after a

twelvemonth, and a year later apprenticed himself

for three years to learn the trade of a millwright.

After acquiring a knowledge of that business he

worked at his trade for eleven years, or until 1879.

Mr. Wesner, who was never satisfied with stand-

ing still in a business way, devoted every spare

moment to mastering the art of telegraphy, and in

the spring of 1879 became night operator at Sieg-

fried Station. Soon afterward, however, he was

made extra operator of the division, and later was

given a position in the trainmaster's office at Mauch

Chunk. After six months spent there Mr. Wesner

became agent of the New Jersey Central Railroad

at Freemansburg, which he held for two years.

At the end of that time he took charge of the

freight and passenger departments at Bethlehem

and conducted affairs in a very paying manner for

Ave years.

Mr. Wesner was placed in charge of the con-

struction of the Allentown Terminal Railroad,

and upon its completion was placed in control of

33

the same as Superintendent, which position he has

held up to the present time. The road, which is

under the entire charge of Mr. Wesner, is a short

line of three and one-half miles, on which the Phil-

adelphia & Reading and the Central Railroad of

New Jersey have operating privileges, though inde-

pendent of the corporation. The first train was run

March 17, 1890, and the company have in their

employ about one hundred men. Mr. Wesner,

who is a wide-awake business man, has a thorough

knowledge of all matters pertaining to his business

and occupies a high position among the railroad

men in the state.

On the 14th of September, 1874, John P. Wesner

and Miss Emma Hubel, of Northampton County,

were united in marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Wesner

are members of St. John's Lutheran Church, and

have a fine residence located at No. 727 Linden

Street. Their family includes two daughters: Min-

nie May, aged nineteen years, and Annie Irene,

aged fifteen years.

Our subject in politics is a true-blue Republican,

and socially is a member of Bethlehem Lodge No.

253, F. & A. M.; Zinzendorf Chapter No. 216,

R. A. M.; Allentown Commandery No. 20, K. T.;

and Washington Camp No. 406, P. O. S. of A.

WILLIAM H. OTT, a well known citizen

of Portland, Pa., and proprietor of the

Dazy Roller Mill of this place, was

born December 23, 1862. His parents, Theodore

and Susan Ott, are also natives of Northampton

County, and residents of Portland. They were of

German-French descent, their ancestors having

emigrated from the Old Country in an early day.

Peter Ott, the grandfather of our subject, was a

native of Berks County, but removed to Northamp-

ton County and settled in Upper Mt. Bethel Town-

ship. He was a farmer by occupation, and the

founder of the Ott family in this county. He is

now living a retired life in Bangor, Pa., and is in the

eighty-fifth year of his age.

Theodore Ott, the father of our subject, is a well

known citizen of Portland, and for twenty years
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was superintendent of the lime manufacturing busi-

ness conducted by Luther Keller. In his younger

days, however, he worked on a farm by the month,

but afterward purchased a farm and began tilling

and cultivating the soil for himself. He was quite

successful in this undertaking, and for several years

was considered one of the leading agriculturists of

the county. He afterward became identified with

the lime works of Portland, of which he is now the

efficient superintendent. He has served as a member
of the Borough Council, School Director and Col-

lector of the borough, and is at present a Director

in the East Stroudsburg National Bank. Socially

he is a member of the Masonic order, and politi-

cally is a Democrat.

William H. Ott, the subject of this sketch, was

reared and educated in the public and high schools

of Portland. Soon after leaving school he em-

barked in the mercantile business in partnership

with L. H. Nicholas, under the firm name of Nich-

olas & Ott. This partnership continued for several

years, doing a splendid business, and Mr. Ott be-

came widely and favorably known. Subsequently

he became identified with the coal interest of Port-

land, and for three years carried on that business

successfully. In the winter of 1892, he sold out

his interest in that business and retired from ac-

tive work for a short time, but in July of the next
year he became the proprietor of the Dazy Roller

Mill, and now attends personally to the manage-
ment of the business. The mill is run by water-

power and overshot- wheel, and the roller process

is used. He does a merchant and exchange custom
work, the best grade of flour manufactured by him
being called the "Daisy," and the next best is the

"Big Loaf." Besides the manufacture of flour, he
grinds feed, corn, chops and does general farmer's

custom work. The mill is a large structure, and the

capacity is about twenty-four barrels of flour per
day. Mr. Ott leased the mill in July, 1892, for a
period of six years.

October 18, 1893, our subject and Miss Clara
Weidman were united in marriage. She is a daugh-
ter of Daniel Weidman, a well known and highly
respected citizen of Upper Mt. Bethel Township.
Socially Mr. Ott is a member of the Patriotic Order
Sons of America. In his political views he is a

Democrat, and takes a deep interest in political

affairs, but has never aspired to public office. He
is regarded with the highest respect, and in his

wide acquaintance commands the confidence due

his sterling integrity and business ability.

(^ •&m
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r EWIS F. KOCH. In Whitehall Tov .ship

I
Cy may be seen a fine farm, upon which has

been expended much care in cultivation

and development. The land, which is some of the

best in the county, is adorned with plenty of trees,

and this well ordered place belongs to the gentle-

man whose name is inscribed above. He is a na-

tive of Whitehall Township, and was born March

13, 1844.

John and Liddia (Stettler) Koch, the parents of

our subject, were likewise natives of this county,

and the great-grandfather on the paternal side is

said to have been among the first of the family to

make their home in this section, locating in an early

day in Macungie Township. John Koch, the grand-

father of our subject, was a blacksmith by trade,

and departed this life in this count\r
.

The father of our subject had born to him
a large family of children, of whom we give the

following: Sarah, Caroline, Susan, Emma, Wil-

loughby, Lewis F., Peter A. and Hiram. The
father of these children was a Democrat in politics,

and in religious affairs was a devoted member of

the Lutheran Church.

He whose name heads this sketch, like other

farmers' boys, assisted his father on the home place

in his youth, and at short intervals attended the

district school. December 22, 1868, he was mar-
ried to Miss Emeline Hoffman, born in this county
January 24, 1847. Mrs. Koch is a daughter of

Elias and Leah (Kern) Hoffman, also natives of

this county, and the former of whom is deceased.

Grandfather William Hoffman was an early settler

of Whitehall Township, and the family is classed

among the well-to-do agriculturists of the Lehigh
Valley. Mrs. Hoffman is still living, at the ad-
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vanced age of threescore yeai-
s and ten, and makes

her home in North Whitehall Township.

To our subject and his wife have been born

seven children, viz.: Ervin L., Frank P., William

H., Lester M., Martha E., Howard H. and Stanley

J. He of whom we write located on his present

farm in 1872, and has made this place his home

since that time. It comprises forty-eight acres of

valuable land, which he cultivates in the best pos-

sible manner. He is a strong Democrat in politics,

and for three years served as a member of the

School Board. The Lutheran Church finds iu him

ODe of its most consistent members. He has used

his influence, by example and otherwise, to advance

the welfare of the community in which he resides
)

and in all his dealings he has shown himself to be

fearless aud straightforward, and has many friends

throughout the community.

•£#* JTh " -9- JJf

0HARLES M. SAEGER, General Manager of

the Coplay Cement Company at Allen town,

Pa., is a native of that city, his birfh oc-

curring August 7, 1856. He is the son of Eli J.

and Sarah A. Saeger, the former of whom is de-

ceased, and the latter now resides in Florida-

The father of our subject was for many years a

prominent resident of Allentown, where he was

President of the Catasauqua National Bank

He was always in favor of everything that would

benefit his community, and was for a number of

terms a member of the City Council and Justice of

the Peace.

Of the parental family the following survive:

Emma M., the widow of David O. Saylor, founder

of the cement works, and who resides in Allentown ;

Edgar E., who also resides here; George A., en-

gaged in the fruit business in Florida; Charles M.;

Walter J., a resident of Allentown; and Arthur E.,

residing in Florida. The father of these children

departed this life in 1889, greatly mourned by a

host of old-time friends.

The original of this sketch was reared to man-

hood in this county, and received his education in

the public and high schools of Allentown. Subse-

quently he studied engineering under G. A. Ash-

bach, with whom he remained for several years,

and in 1878 went to Parryville, Carbon County,

where he was given a position as Assistant Super-

intendent of the Carbon Iron and Pipe Company.
He was in their employ for about seven years,

when he assumed his present position as General

Manager and Superintendent of the Coplay Cement

Company. Their factory is located near the town

of Coplay, in Whitehall Township, Lehigh County,

and was incorporated in 1866 by David O. Saylor.

Mr. Saylor, who was also the first President of

the company, was the first to successfully engage

in the manufacture of Portland cement. The

other officers at that time, in 1875, were Eziah

Rehrig, Treasurer, and Adam Woolover, Secretary.

They were the pioneer manufacturers of Port-

land cement in America, and at the time of their

incorporation the output of their factory was about

two hundred barrels per day. The capacity of the

plant has been increased from time to time, and they

now manufacture about five hundred barrels of

Portland cement daily, in addition to six hundred

barrels of Rosendale cement. A third grade of

that article is made by compounding the two ce-

ments already mentioned, and which they call the

Improved Anchor brand.

The Coplay Cement Company employ about

two hundred and seventy-five workmen in their

factory, and the plant is well equipped through-

out with the best improved machinery, the com-

pany being among the most prominent manufactur-

ers of their product in the United States. The

present officers of the factory are as follows: Jo-

seph E. Balliet, President; Charles N. Wagner,

Secretary; C.J. Erdman, Treasurer; and Charles

M. Saeger, General Manager.

He of whom we write was married in December,

1880, to Miss Sallie A. Hess, a native of Carbon

County, this state, and to them has been born a fam-

ily of four children: Lewis B., Bessie M., Geoffrey

A. and Charles M. Mr. Saeger is active in politics,

and never fails to vote for Democratic candidates.-

Religiously he is a member of the Swedenborgian

Church, in which he is one of its most influential

members.

During this year (1894) the cement company

expect to make further additions to their already
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large factory, which will enable them to manufac-

ture an extra five hundred barrels of Portland ce-

ment per day, which will then make them the larg-

est producers of that brand in the United States.

In 1893 our subject made an extended tour through

England, Germany, France and Denmark, in which

countries he visited the principal cement plants,

of the workings of which lie made a study, with the

view of gaining scientific knowledge connected

with the manufacture of cement.

^^I®3«

WILSON P. KISTLER, M. D., classed

among the prominent physicians and

skillful surgeons of Allentown, and

one who enjoys the esteem and confidence of all

with whom he is brought in contact, was born in

Kistler Valley, Lynn Township, Lehigh County,

October 12, 1843. He comes of a very prominent

family in this section, and is the son of Benjamin

Kistler, a saddler by occupation, an energetic busi-

ness man, and the owner of numerous farms and

other real estate at the time of his death. He was

slso a native of the above county, and died in

1892, when in the eighty-first year of his age.

John Kistler, the grandfather of our subject,

claimed Lehigh County as the place of his birth.

He was a very wealthy man and the owner of a

large establishment for the manufacture of hats in

Kistler Valley. The Kistlers, emigrated from Ger-

many many years ago, and on landing in America

some of the family located in Berks County, and

others in Lehigh. They were intelligent people,

and very active in church work and in the educa-

tional work of the neighborhood. The mother of

our subject was prior to her marriage Miss Rebec-

ca, daughter of John Peters, a wealthy farmer of

this county, who died in 1827. The Peters family

came originally from Switzerland and made settle-

ment in that section in a very early day.

Wilson P. spent his boyhood days on the home
farm, and when only thirteen years of age began

learning the harness-maker's and saddler's trade.

He received a common-school education, and after

mastering his trade began teaching a select school

in Kepnersville, Schuylkill County. After being

thus occupied one winter, he entered Schnecksville

Academy, in Lehigh County, when seventeen years

of age. He carried on his studies there for eleven

weeks, and then left to go to Quakerstown, where

he became a student in the Bucks County Nor-

mal and Classical School, where he spent several

years. He also attended the Allentown Sem-

inary and the Allentown Academy (Allentown)

for a session each. After a year's study at Quak-

erstown, Mr. Kistler was engaged to teach in the

institution. Later he taught school in Schuyl-

kill County, also in Lynnville, Mechanicsville,

Weaver's School near New Tripoli, and in numer-

ous places in Lehigh County, and for a time in

the Steinsviile Odd Fellows' Hall taught a select

school, composed of the grown-up young men and

women in that section of Lehigh and Berks Coun-

ties. During his spare time he devoted himself to

his medical studies, it being his earnest desire to

follow professional life.

In 1863, during the late war, our subject en-

listed in Company E, One Hundred and Ninety-

fourth Pennsylvania Infantry, commanded by

Colonel Nagle, of Schuylkill County. The regi-

ment was assigned to the Army of the Potomac,

and our subject was placed as clerk in the office

of Brigadier-General, H. H. Lockwood, at Balti-

more, Md. In the fall of 1864, his term of serv-

ice having expired, our subject entered Bellevue

Hospital Medical College, in New York City,

from which he was graduated in the spring of

1867. His preceptor was Dr. A. S. Miller, of Sae-

gersville, Lehigh Count}'.

On receiving his diploma Dr. Kistler at once lo-

cated in Germansville, this county, assuming the

practice of Dr. G. II. Scholl, who had removed
to Slatington. He conducted a general practice in

that place for three years, and then, on account of

failing eyesight, turned his practice over to Dr.

W. K. luster (who is still a resident of that place),

and entered the New York Eye and Ear Infirmary

as a patient, receiving treatment for his eyes under
the care of the famous Prof. H. D. Noyes. On re-

gaining the former strength of his eyes, he again

took up his practice, this time at Schnecksville,
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Lehigh County. He was very successful there as

a skilled physician, and remained for a period of

twelve years. In 1882 we find him located in

Allentown. The Doctor, in addition to following

his profession, is extensively interested in real

estate in the city, owning about one hundred

dwellings, which he rents to good advantage; he

also has an interest in a large general merchan-

dise establishment.

In May, 1891, Dr. Kistler purchased the Laurel

Hill Slate Company's property, consisting of a farm

of about sixty acres, on which is located a large

slate quarry, well developed and improved, with a

mantel factory worth about $50,000. The Doctor

at once began working the quarry, making addi-

tional improvements to the amount of $30,000,

and he now has the satisfaction of knowing that

his is one of the most valuable pieces of property

in the Lehigh Valley. He has always taken an act-

ive part in public improvement, giving liberally

of his time and means toward the establishment of

enterprises that would prove of benefit to the city

and county at large.

Dr. Kistler is in the enjoyment of an extensive

practice, and is at present engaged in writing a

book, entitled "Medical and Surgical Family Guide

in Emergencies." It is intended for use in the

home, and for the teacher in instructing pupils,

and will be a work of much merit and value. He is

also a contributor to medical journals, papers, etc.,

and, taken all in all, is a very busy man. In poli-

tics he is a stanch Republican, and has always taken

an active part in county and national affairs. In

1888 he was elected and served for two years as

Councilman of the Fifth Ward of Allentown,

which district always gives a large Democratic ma-

jority, but the Doctor received one hundred votes

over his opponent. He is a member of E. B.

Young Post No. 87, G. A. R., belongs to the

Knights of the Golden Eagle, Order of Red Men,

United Order American Mechanics, Knights of the

Mystic Chain, and Daughters of Liberty, in all of

which orders he takes a prominent part.

March 8, 1868, Miss Jane E., daughter of Na-

than Clauss, became the wife of our subject, and to

them were born a son and two daughters, the lat-

ter of whom are deceased. Eugene M., the son,

after graduating from the Allentown High School

in the year 1890, took the short summer course at

Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, and in

the fall entered Bellevue Hospital Medical Col-

lege. From this institution he graduated in the

spring of 1893, being awarded the highest honors

in a class of one hundred and fifty-seven. He

afterward entered a competitive examination with

twenty-four others for the appointment to a posi-

tion in St. Vincent's Hospital, in New York City,

and in this instance, as in the other, was given the

highest place. He remained at St. Vincent's for

eighteen months, the last six months of which were

spent as House Surgeon, and graduated from the

institution as a practical surgeon. On leaving

there he refused an appointment at the New York

Lying-in Hospital to accept the position of Resi-

dent Physician at the Hackensack General Hospi-

tal, at Hackensack, N. J., where he is now stationed.

In the afternoons he attends clinics at the Manhat-

tan Eye and Ear Infirmary in New York City

and acts in the capacity of assistant to Professor

Paine, the eminent oculist, at this institution.

Of the two daughters born to Dr. Kistler and

his wife, Emma E. died when in her seventeenth

year; the other died in infancy. The Doctor and

his wife and son are members, in good standing,

of St. Michael's Lutheran Church.

RICHARD JACKSON, Je., an enterprising

and successful business man of Pen Argyl,

and prominently identified with the slate

interests of that city, was born February 24, 1848,

in Devonshire, England. He is a son of Richard

and Susan (Steer) Jackson, also natives of Eng-

land. Mr. Jackson's ancestors for a number of

generations made their home in Devonshire, liv-

ing and dying in their native land. John Jackson,

the grandfather of our subject, was a slater in that

country, and died there in 1865.

The father, Richard Jackson, Sr., emigrated to

America in the year 1864, arriving in Quebec on

the 30th of July, and from there going immedi-

ately to New York, whence he moved to Chapman
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Quarries. He engaged as an employe of the slate

quarries of that place, remaining there eight years.

In 1872 he came to Pen Argyl and embarked in

the slate business for himself. Two years later, on

the 22d of October, 1874, he, in company with his

uncle and our subject, leased a slate quarry and

immediately began operating the same. At the

expiration of the lease the firm name was changed

from John Jackson & Co. to the Jackson Slate

Company, under which name they continued to

operate the lease, and the firm is still known by

that name.

Richard and Susan Jackson are the parents of

three children: John S., the manager and Superin-

tendent of the firm of Stephens, Jackson & Co.;

Mary A., widow of John Stephens, formerly of

Stephens, Jackson &Co., slate operators; and Rich-

ard, our subject. In politics Mr. Jackson is a Re-

publican, and always votes for the candidates of

that party. He is an attendant of the Methodist

Episcopal Church.

The subject of this sketch was reared and edu-

cated in Devonshire, England, and at the age of

sixteen came to this country with his parents. He
had learned the trade of a slater in his native

land, and found employment at Chapman Quarries,

where he first located on his arrival in the United

States. In 1872 he removed to Pen Argyl, and

with his father and uncle leased a quarry, and, as

stated above, embarked in the slating business un-

der the firm name of John Jackson & Co., and from

that time until the present he has been identified

with the slate interests of Pen Argy). At present

he holds the position of Secretary and Treasurer

of the company formed by his father, his uncle and
himself. He also holds the same office in the Ste-

phens & Jackson Company, and among his other in-

terests he is a stockholder and Director of the Naz-
areth Electric Light Company, and is interested in

the stores run by the Jackson Slate Company and
Stephens, Jackson & Co.

Mr. Jackson was united in marriage December
20, 1873, with Miss Caroline, daughter of Henry
and Dinah Jury, of Pen Argyl, who were natives

of England. Four children have been born to Mr.
and Mrs. Jackson; Richard. Susan, Lily and Dina.

The eldest is a student in Pierce's Business College

of Philadelphia, and the others attend the public

schools of Pen Argyl.

In politics our subject is a stanch Republican,

and is intelligently posted in political affairs. He
was elected the first Burgess of the borough of Pen
Argyl in 1882, and was instrumental in securing a

borough organization. He served as Treasurer of

the borough in 1885 and 1886, and in 1894 was re-

elected Burgess for three years. The Republican

party of Pen Argyl has shown its appreciation of

his faithful support by making him a delegate to

most of the county conventions, and in 1894 he

was the representative to the Republican State Con-
vention at Harrisburg.

December 15, 1877, Mr. Jackson sailed for Liver-

pool, for the purpose of selling the output of his

own quarry, and while there negotiated for the

sale of the Pennsylvania Slate Company's property
at Pen Argyl, containing about one hundred and
ninety-six acres, upon which the above city is lo-

cated, and also the quarries^ of which there are six

in number. Negotiations were closed in March,
1878, and the property was purchased by William
Dawburn & Co., one of the largest lumber firms in

Liverpool.

=£)#£:

THOMAS H. MULLIGAN. The simple rec-

ord of an honorable life is the best monu-
ment that can be reared to any citizen,

and we 'shall therefore not attempt to enlarge
upon the history of the gentleman above named
who is proprietor of a hotel in Allentown. He
was born in County Donegal, Ireland, September
10, 1845, and was the son of John and Ellen
(Terry) Mulligan, also natives of the Emerald Isle.

The father of our subject spent his entire life in his

native land, where he died in 1880, at the age of
seventy-six years. His wife survived him ten
years, dying in December, 1890, when in her sev-
enty-seventh year.

Thomas Mulligan, of this sketch, passed his boy-
hood in Ireland, where he acquired a fair educa-
tion, and when reaching his eighteenth year de-
cided to try his fortune in America. Crossing the
Atlantic in 1863, he landed on American shores
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some days later, and, making his way directly to

this state, began working in the coal mines of

Schuylkill County, where he remained for six

years, or until compelled to cease his labors in that

direction on account of an accident in which he

lost his leg.

In 1869 he of whom we write came to Allen-

town and opened a hotel, which he has conducted

successfully since that time. He is very prominent

in the public life of the city, and is one of

the stockholders in the Allentown & Bethlehem

Rapid Transit Compan}'. In his political relations

he always votes the Democratic ticket, in which

body he is an active worker. He is a member of

the Board of Trade, and is one of the organizers

and charter members of the Hibernian Fire Com-

pany of Allentown. He is extensively interested

in business and residence property in the city, and

in his career as a man of business has displayed an

excellent capacity for the management of affairs

with tact, promptness and discretion.

August 8, 1873, Mr. Mulligan was united in

marriage with Miss Catherine McCafferty, daughter

of Hugh and Kate (Sweeney) McCafferty. The

lady was born in Allentown, and by her union

with our subject has become the mother of seven

children, namely: Emma, John, Mary, Theresa,

Catherine, Ellen and Thomas, Jr. Mr. and Mrs.

Mulligan are members of the Catholic Church.

They occupy a beautiful residence on the corner of

Ridge and Allen Streets, and are looked upon as

among the most substantial people in the city.

DAVID H. KELLER, M. D., is a graduate of

Starling Medical College of Columbus,

Ohio, and since 1881 has pursued his prac-

tice in Bangor, Northampton County. Prior to

attending the Ohio Medical College he was a student

in the medical department of the University of

Pennsylvania for about a year, and has always

kept up his studies and researches in his chosen

field of work. He is a member of the County Med-

ical, the Lehigh Valley and the American Medical

Associations. In the leading civic societies, fra-

ternal and patriotic, he is very prominent and is

considered one of the ablest members of his pro-

fession in the county.

Dr. Keller was born in Crawford County, Ohio,

June 9, 1860, his parents being Eli and Emma
(Hoffeditz) Keller. His grandfather, John Henry
Keller, a native of Plainfleld Township, this county,

was a.land surveyor, Justice of the Peace, and at

one time Judge of the County Courts. His son,

Rev. Eli Keller, was born near Plainfleld, North-

ampton County, and lives in Zionsville, Lehigh

County, this state. The early years of our subject

were passed in Ohio, and for a number of years he

attended the Bellevue High School. In 1878 he

entered Peri Komen Seminary and there remained

for a short time, after which he went to Columbus

and entered the Starling Medical College, where he

remained until his graduation. Since choosing

this locality in which to practice he has built up a

large practice, both in Bangor and the surround-

ing country. He is physician for the following-

named companies: the Bangor Union Slate, the

North Bangor Slate, Bangor Excelsior, Bangor

Southern, Bangor Superior, American Bangor, Ban-

gor Royal and the New York Slate Quarries.

For a period of six years Dr. Keller served as

School Director, and has been a member of the

Board of Health for two years and consulting phy-

sician for the County Almshouse. He holds mem-

bership with Bangor Lodge No. 520, F. & A. M.;

Bangor Chapter No. 374, R. A. M.; Hugh DePayen

CommanderyNo. 19, of Easton; and Lulu Temple

of the Mystic Shrine of Philadelphia. He likewise

holds membership with Prosperity Lodge, I. O.

0. F., of Bangor, and also belongs to the orders

of Knights of Malta, Red Men, Knights of Pythias,

Ancient Order of American Mechanics, Knights

of Honor, Royal Arcanum and Patriotic Order

Sons of America. Though he has been solicited

by his friends to appear as a candidate for Bur-

gess, he has at all times declined political office,

though he is a good Republican. He is a stock-

holder and Director in the North Bangor Slate

Company, and also in the First National Bank of

this place.

December 21, 1883, Dr. Keller married Miss Kate

S., daughter of John Hersh, of East Greenville,
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Pa., and they have two children, Florence Ger-

trude, born July 4, 1884, and Irene Adele, No-

vember 25, 1888. Dr. Keller is a member of St.

John's Reformed Church, to which his wife also

belongs.

gggp •

WILLIAM L. ESTES, M. D., Director

and Physician and Surgeon in Chief of

St. Luke's Hospital of South Bethle-

hem, is well known in the ranks of his profession

in this state. He was born November 28, 1855,

in Brownsville, Tenn., being a son of Albert M.
Estes. His grandfather removed from Virginia to

western Tennessee with his family, and was there

an extensive planter.

Albert M. Estes was only a youth when he re-

moved with his father to Tennessee, where he re-

ceived a college education. He became the owner of

a plantation near the Big Hatchie River. He died

about the close of the war, in his sixty-sixth year.

He was a Captain of militia, and was a Whig in poli-

tics. His wife, Marcia Burton Owen, was a daughter

of Dr. William Owen, who was born in Virginia,

and whose wife was Margaret Burton. He was a

practicing physician near Richmond, where he died,

his family afterward removing to western Tennes-
see. One of his sons, Prof. Thomas Owen, was a

well known educator in western Tennessee. Our
subject's mother died in that state in 1880, when
about seventy years of age.

Dr. Estes was reared in the South, and was edu-
cated in Brownsville Academy for Boys, and in

Bethel College at Russellville,Ky., which he entered

in 1869. In 1871, on account of ill health, he was
obliged to leave college, but later completed the

course, receiving the degree of Master of Arts. In
1875 he entered the University of Virginia at Char-
lottesville, graduating therefrom two years later

with the degree of Doctor of Medicine. Next he
went to New York City, and after completing the
course in the University of New York was gradu-
ated in 1878 from the institution with the ad eun-
dem degree of M. D. For the three succeeding
years the Doctor practiced in Mt. Sinai Hospital

in that city, during the last year being chief of

the staff. From May until October, 1881, he was

engaged in regular practice in the metropolis, his

office being on East Seventy-ninth Street.

In November, 1881, Dr. Estes came to St. Luke's

Hospital, being first Superintendent and Physician

and Surgeon in Chief. Since 1891 he has been

Directing Physician and Surgeon in Chief, his spec-

ialty being surgery. Since 1887 he has given

lectures on physiology and hygiene at Lehigh Uni-

versity, and he is frequently called into consulta-

tion b}' neighboring surgeons in difficult cases.

The hospital was started in 1873, being then lo-

cated in the heart of South Bethlehem, but three

years later it was removed to its present place in

the old water-cure building, surrounded by twenty-

five acres of ground. In 1879, on the death of

Judge Packer, he left an endowment, with the pro-

vision that the Lehigh Valley Railroad employes

be treated gratis. This helped to support the in-

stitution, and since 1881, when the first new pavil-

ion was opened, it has stead ily increased in use-

fulness. In 1885 a training-school for nurses was

started.

The new administration building was completed

in 1888, and two years later the children's pavil-

ion became a feature of the hospital. From 1881

until 1891 two thousand six hundred and forty-

one patients were treated, and ten thousand seven

hundred and ninety-four have received assistance

in the dispensary department; and during ten

years one hundred and thirty-three thousand eight

hundred and five have been cared for at the hos-

pital, the expense being $157,854.50. The hospital

now has some sixty-two beds, and is treating in

the dispensary about two thousand people a year.

Non-sectarian, it also draws no line at race or

poverty, treating poor people from the whole val-

ley. The office is in the administration building,

ami Dr. Estes gives his personal attention to all

departments. Chief Surgeon for the Lehigh Val-

ley Railroad, he belongs to the National Railroad

Surgeons' Association, in which he takes an active

part; to the American Medical Association, the

State Medical Association and the National Acad-
emy of Medicine, and has besides been President

of the Lehigh Valley and County Medical Associa-

tions. The Doctor is a contributor to various med-
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ical journals, and is one of the Publication Com-

mittee of the Lehigh Valley Medical Magazine

published in Easton, an organ for the Lehigh Val-

ley Medical Association.

Dr.Estes was married in New York City, in 1881,

to Miss Jeanne W. Wynne, who was born in Cin-

cinnati, being a daughter of John Wynne, a whole-

sale merchant of Cincinnati. Four children have

been born to the Doctor and Mrs. Estes: Jeanne,

William, Marcia and Anna.

4^ =^3»

WILLIAM LAZARUS. Agriculture and

stock-raising have formed the princi-

pal occupations of this gentleman, and

the wide-awake manner in which he has taken ad-

vantage of all methods and ideas tending to ad-

vance the value of his property has had a great deal

to do with his obtaining the confidence which he

now enjoys. He is a native of this state, having

been born in Northampton County, October 23,

1841.

George and Elizabeth (Miller) Lazarus, the par-

ents of our subject, were also natives of the above

county, and it is believed that the great-grandfa-

ther of our subject on the paternal side bought

land in Northampton County from William Penn.

Mr. and Mrs. George Lazarus were the parents

of five children, those beside our subject being

Henry, residing in Catasauqua; Reuben, who makes

his home in Northampton County; Elizabeth, Mrs.

R. H. Lerch, a resident of Whitehall Township;

and George M., who died in 1874. The latter was

a Lutheran minister of Quakertown, Bucks Coun-

ty. The father of these children was a very prom-

inent man in local affairs, and served as Supervisor

and Assessor of Hanover Township, where he also

was a prominent agriculturist. He departed this

life in 1882, and- the mother of our subject died

when he was a lad of three years.

William, of this sketch, pursued his studies in

the district school of his native county, and has

followed farm pursuits during the greater part of

his life. He now owns one hundred and eighty-

two acres of land, on which he has made improve-

ments, making of it one of the most productive

farms in Whitehall Township. Beginning life

with but little capital, he has been very successful,

and he is now counted one of the substantial men
of his locality.

Mr. Lazarus was married, October 8, 1864, to

Miss Amanda Schuyler, born in Northampton

County, March 4, 1847. She is the daughter of

George and Susannah (Herman) Schuyler, natives

respectively of Millerstown and Shoenersville, this

state. Mrs. Lazarus has one surviving sister,

Maria, now the wife of Ephraim Huber. Her fa-

ther died in 1876, and her mother departed this

life in 1883. Mr. and Mrs. Schuyler were old resi-

dents of Northampton County, and consistent

members of the Methodist .Episcopal Church.

Soon after his marriage, Mr. Lazarus came to

Whitehall Township, where, as before stated, he is

the possessor of a valuable estate. Since coming

here he has served as its Collector, and in many

other ways has been interested in public affairs.

He is a Republican in politics, and as a citizen he

is public-spirited and progressive, and has done

much toward the upbuilding and development of

the agricultural community. With his wife he is

a member of the Lutheran Church.

To Mr. and Mrs. Lazarus have been born nine

children, of whom five are living, namely: Harri-

son G., Calvin H., Howard H., Morris J. and Elmer

E. Those deceased are Amanda C, William D.,

Ella G. and Emma J.

§>*<PN i"

JAMES L. SCHAADT is the present Prosecut-

ing Attorney and one of the leading lawyers

of Allentown, Pa., who, in his profession, has

won an enviable reputation and secured a

liberal patronage. He was born in North White-

hall Township, Lehigh County, Pa., December 21,

1856, and comes of an old family of German ori-

gin, which was established in this country in 1756.

His parents, David and Caroline (Sherer) Schaadt,

were also natives of Lehigh County, and are still

living in Allentown. In their family were only

two children. The younger, J. Allen, is now en-
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gaged as an artist on the Times in Philadelphia,

the World in New York, Texas Siftings, etc.

Mr. Schaadt whose name heads this record was

educated in the public and German -schools, where

he prepared himself to enter Muhlenberg College,

from which he was graduated in 1874, at the age

of seventeen years, carrying off the honors of the

class. He then began teaching school, and was

Principal of the schools at East Allentown and

Rittersville. He was a successful instructor, but he

did not wish to make teaching his life work, for he

had already taken up the study of law with the in-

tention of entering the legal profession. His fa-

ther having been made "Warden of the Lehigh

County Prison, Mr. Schaadt was made Deputy War-

den. On reaching his twenty-first year he was ad-

mitted to the Bar, this event taking place April

10, 1878. He at once commenced practice, and it

was not long before he had secured a fair business,

which has steadily increased from the beginning

until it has now assumed extensive proportions.

He was appointed County Solicitor in 1888, and

filled the office for three years. In 1892 he was

elected Prosecuting Attorney for a term of three

years, which position he is now ably and accept-

ably filling.

In 1878 Mr. Schaadt became a member of the

National Guard of Pennsylvania, and for two years

served as a non-commissioned officer in Company
D, Fourth Regiment Infantry. In 1884 he became

a member of Company B, Fourth Infantry, and

was made Corporal of his company. On the 17th

of June, 1889, he was appointed First Lieutenant

and Quartermaster of the regiment, and filled that

position until December, 1890, when, by a unani-

mous vote, he was promoted to the rank of Captain

of Company B, which position he still holds. The
company belongs to Col. D. B. Case's regiment.

He is one of the most popular members of the reg-

iment, for his pleasant and genial manner has made
him well liked by all.

In political affairs he takes a warm interest, and

is an ardent supporter of the principles of Democ-
racy. He has frequently served as delegate to the

county, congressional and state conventions, and
has been Chairman of the County Democratic Cen-

tral Committee. He was an active worker during

Governor Pattison's campaign in 1J390, and served

on several important committees. Mr. Schaadt is

a young man whose enterprise, ambition and merit

have placed him in a position of prominence not

only among his professional brethren, but also

among the representative citizens of Allentown.

MILTON J. HESS, one of the represent-

ative and efficient business men of Hell-

ertown, who is also well known through-

out Northampton County, was born August 19,

1847, in the village where he now resides. Here

his primary education was gained in the common

schools, after which he prepared for college at Al-

lentown Seminary. In 1866 he entered Franklin

and Marshall College, from which institution he

was graduated three years later with the degree of

A. B. In 1872 the degree of M. A. was conferred

upon him by the college.

At the close of his literary studies, Mr. Hess em-

barked in the drug business in Bethlehem, Pa.,

where he was proprietor of a retail drug store for

the ensuing seven years. In 1876 he returned to

Hellertown, where he formed a partnership with

his brother, Jeremiah S., in the lumber and coal

business, and the connection then formed has since

continued. The firm does a large business in lum-

ber and coal, and for reliability of transactions is

favorably known throughout the county.

With the public affairs of Hellertown Mr. Hess

has been closely identified, and has represented his

fellow-citizens in a number of responsible posi-

tions. Elected Burgess of Hellertown in 1883, he

served acceptably in that capacity for ten years,

retiring from the office in 1893. While a resident

of Bethlehem he was a member of the School Board.

In his social connections he is identified with

Hellertown Lodge, F. & A. M., and Zinzendorf

Chapter. He is identified with the German Re-

formed Church, to the maintenance of which he is

a liberal contributor. Politically he is a Democrat,

firm in his allegiance to party principles.

In 1870 Mr. Hess was united in marriage with

Miss Mary A., daughter of Aaron Bachman, of
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Lower Saucon, Northampton County. They are

the parents of five children, namely: William J.,

deceased; Howard Samuel, who is a member of the

Class of '95 in Lehigh University; Calvin R.;

George, deceased; and Katie Eliza. The family is

one of high social standing, and is worthy of the

confidence and esteem of the people of the town.

AMUEL S. KELLER, a retired jeweler, now
living in Allentown, was for some years

prominently connected with the commer-

cial interests of this place, doing a wholesale and

retail business in the jewelry trade. His well di-

rected efforts brought him success, and he steadily

worked his way upward, acquiring a handsome

competency, so that he is now enabled to live a

retired life, enjoying the rest which he has so truly

earned and richly deserves.

Mr. Keller was born in Northampton County,

Pa., on the 1st of June, 1825, and is a son of Jo-

seph and Lydia (Butz) Keller. The father was

born in Kellersville, Northampton County, in 1800,

and was a farmer and general business man. His

native town was named in honor of the grand-

father of our subject, George Keller, who was born

on the site of that place. He built the first house

of that village in 1815, and it is standing at the

present day. The maternal grandfather, George

Butz, was a prominent early settler of Butztown,

Northampton County.

The subject of this sketch is one of a family of

fifteen children, ten of whom reached adult age.

He spent his boyhood days in what is now Monroe

County, but was originally a part of Northampton

County, the two having been divided in 1837. He

attended the common schools in his early youth,

and when he had attained a sufficient age began

clerking in his father's store, where he remained

until twenty-one years of age. He then started

out in life for himself, turning his attention to ag-

ricultural pursuits. He purchased one hundred

and fifty acres of land, and for a short time en-

gaged in farming, but not liking that occupation

he learned the tanner's trade under the instruction

of John Sumner, of Kellersville. When he had
mastered the business he took charge of his em-
ployer's tanyard, and served as foreman for a num-
ber of years, or until 1857, when the great finan-

cial panic came on. By that time he had become
part owner of the tannery, and in the general cri-

sis lost quite heavily, but managed to continue

operations until 1862.

In that year Mr. Keller responded to the coun-

try's call for troops, entering the service as a mem-
ber of the One Hundred and Seventy-sixth Penn-

sylvania Infantry. He was put with the drafted

men and did garrison duty, being stationed for a

time at Ft. Monroe, after which he was sent to

Norfolk, Va., where the regiment went into winter

quarters. In the spring the troops were ordered

to North Carolina, and afterward to South Caro-

lina, where they spent eight months, and then went

to Savannah, Ga. Our subject received his dis-

charge in 1863, and then returned to Kellersville,

where he again engaged in tanning and in general

farming. In connection with his other interests

he also carried on a general store, doing a success-

ful business along that line until 1865, when he

sold out. After a short visit in Tiffin, Ohio, he

came to Allentown and formed a partnership in

the jewelry business with his brother, Edward Kel-

ler, under the firm name of Keller Bros. They

built up a large and extensive trade, which con-

stantly increased from the beginning, and the part-

ship continued for twenty-two years, during which

time they conducted a wholesale and retail trade.

The store which they occupied was 20x225 feet in

dimensions and two stories in. height. It is now
the property of our subject, who also owns several

good buildings, which he rents.

In 1847 Mr. Keller was married to Miss Mary

Dech, a daughter of Jacob Dech, of Northampton

County. To them was born a daughter, Clara, now
the wife of Marcus M. C. Kline, a prominent at-

torney of Allentown. Their beautiful home, taste-

fully furnished, is situated at No. 112 North BMfth

Street. Both Mr. and Mrs. Keller are members of

St. John's Lutheran Church, with which he has

been connected for half a century, and of which

he has served as Deacon and Elder for many years.
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He is now President of the Official Board of the

church. In politics he is a Democrat, and has been

called upon to serve in various official positions.

For six years he was a member of the School Board,

and for two terms was a member of the Common
Council. His life has been well and worthily passed,

and all who know him esteem him highly for his

sterling worth and many excellences of character.

TILGHMAN G. HELFRICH is President and

Superintendent of the Allentown Manu-
facturing Company, formerly known as the

Lehigh Valley Chemical Agricultural Works, lo-

cated in Whitehall Township, Lehigh County. He
is a native of this county, and was born August
10, 1842, being a son of Reuben and Mary M.
(Yundt) Helfrich. The family originated in Ger-

many, whence his great-grandfather emigrated to

the United States at an early period in its history,

making his home in Pennsylvania.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man-
hood in Lehigh County and received a good edu-

cation in the public schools. August 1, 1867, in

connection with A. J. Breinig, he organized the

Lehigh Valley Agricultural Works, which were
started on a small scale. From that beginning the

works have been built up, and additions have been
made to the business from time to time, until there

is now an extensive plant. The partnership con-
tinued for a number of years, until 1877, when it

was merged into the present stock company, known
as the Allentown Manufacturing Company.
The products of the factory are fertilizers and

all kinds of paint. Employment is furnished to

about ten men in the shops, and a traveling sales-

man represents the company on the road. They
do a business amounting to about $60,000 per year,

and have one of the largest concerns in this line

of work in the state. Mr. Helfrich has been prac-

tically identified with the business since it was
started, and has done much toward bringing it to
its present state of perfection. The plant is fitted

out with the latest improved machinery, and is in-

cluded among the important industries of the

county.

By his union with Miss Elmira Worman, Mr.

Helfrich has become the father of four children:

Emma J., Alfred R., John L. and Mary R. Mr.

Helfrich is the owner of fifty-two acres of farming,

land in Whitehall Township, to which he gives his

personal attention in addition to his other duties.

For three years he has served as a School Director,

and in politics always votes with the Republican

party. He has been honorable and upright in all

his dealings, and has thus gained the confidence

and respect of all with whom he has been brought

in contact. He is a member of the Lutheran

Church, and thoroughly identifies himself with

all moral and public measures of his community
which commend themselves to his excellent judg

ment.

<^Tr ARON YOUNG. This venerable resident

J- ^ of Northampton County occupies an hon-

orable place among the intelligent and
capable farmers of Lehigh Township, in whose so-

cial, public and religious life he is a prominent
factor. Prior to engaging in furm pursuits he was
a millwright for over thirty years.

Mr. Young is a native of Moore Township, this

county, and was born June 5, 1823. He is the

son of Abraham and Rebecca (Steckel) Young,
also natives of this county, which was also the

birthplace of Grandfather Jacob Young. Aaron
was one in a family of seven children, of whom
the following survive : Lucy, now the widow of

Abraham Meyer; Stephen, living in Philadelphia;

Elizabeth, the wife of Thomas Anthony; Peter J.,

engaged as a wheelwright in Allen Township;
Henry, a resident of Allen Township; and Be-
linda, the wife of David Boyer.

Our subject has always lived in this county, at-

tending the common schools early in life, after

which he learned the trade of a millwright, which
he followed successively for thirty years. When
abandoning that occupation he purchased a farm,
and has ever since been engaged in its cultivation.

It comprises fifty-seven acres in Lehigh Town-
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ship, upon which he has placed all needful ma-

chinery and buildings, and now, when advanced

in years, is prepared to enjoy life.

"When ready to establish a home of his own Mr.

Young was married, in 1848, to Miss Rebecca Schall,

daughter of Joseph Schall, also a resident of Moore

Township, this county. For about twenty-two

years a nephew of our subject, Q. J. Young, has

been an inmate of his home. Mr. Young is well

liked by his fellow-townsmen, who have elected

him to serve on the School Board for four years.

He is identified with the Lutheran Church, hold-

ing membership with the congregation known as

Zion's Stone Church, which he has served as Dea-

con, and he is at present Treasurer of the board. A
Democrat in politics, Mr. Young never fails to cast

a ballot in favor of the candidates of his party.

His intelligence, good citizenship and fine charac-

ter entitle him to the esteem of his acquaintances

and friends, who are many and sincere.

- <TTr BRAHAM S. SCHROPP, Secretary of the

/—\ Bethlehem Iron Company, has longer held

» an official position with that immense con-

cern than any other connected therewith, for he

has efficiently served in his present capacity for

over thirty years. Mr. Schropp, who is universally

well esteemed, comes of one of the oldest Moravian

families of the Lehigh Valley, of the sturdy Ger-

man stock, whose enterprising and industrious

qualities have so largely helped to build up the

prosperity of this wealthy region.

In 1743 the second Moravian colony to settle in

Northampton County started from Germany and

located in Nazareth. Among the number was the

great-grandfather of our subject, whose Christian

name was Matthew, and who was a native of Kauf-

beureft. He was a minister in the little colony, and

was Warden of the congregation at Nazareth, where

he first settled, and where his son John, grand-

father of our subject, was born. Later Matthew

Schropp removed to Salem, N. C, where he became

Warden of the Moravian Congregation, and where

his death occurred in 1767. John Schropp was also

a minister in the Moravian Church. He received

his education in Bethlehem, where he was Warden
of a church, which position he filled until his death

in 1805. He was married to Elizabeth Tanneber-

ger, a native of Nazareth, whose father was an or-

gan builder. Our subject's father, John Schropp,

was born in Bethlehem in 1805, and on arriving at

man's estate he engaged in merchandising on Main

Street, where he carried on business until his death,

in September, 1840. His wife, Maria C. Goundie,

a native of this city, was the daughter of John

Sebastian Goundie, who was born in the Father-

land, and came to America when a young man of

about eighteen years. Settling in Bethlehem, he

became one of the officers of the Moravian Church,

and in this city occurred his death. Mrs. Schropp

died October 6, 1893, when in her eighty-seventh

year, leaving two children to mourn her loss. She

was the mother of four sons and two daughters;

one daughter and three sons lived to maturity, and

one of these, John, is with the Bethlehem Iron

Company.

The youngest of the family, Abraham, was born

in Bethlehem, March 22, 1841, and received a good

education in the Moravian parochial school, and

in Van Kirk's private school. At the age of fif-

teen years he became an employe of the Lehigh

Valley Railroad as a clerk in the general ticket

office, and was with that company from 1856 to

1863. During this time, however, in 1861, on the

first call for defenders of the Stars and Stripes, he

enlisted with his brother John in Company A, First

Pennsylvania Regiment, being mustered into serv-

ice in this city. At the end of three months the

company was mustered out, and in 1862, on the

emergency call, he became a member of the Fifth

Pennsylvania Militia. The following year he

served as Adjutant in the Thirty-fourth Pennsyl-

vania Infantry, under Colonel Albright.

In the fall of 1863 Mr. Schropp became clerk in

the office of the Bethlehem Iron Company, and in

October of the following year was elected Secre-

tary of the company, which position he has held

ever since, devoting all his time and interest to the

well-being of the concern.

In 1864 Mr. Schropp married Miss Caroline

Guetter, who was born and reared in Bethlehem
_
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Her father, Henry Guetter, a native of Germany, was

formerly engaged in the lumber business in this city,

and was a prominent Moravian. Mr. and Mrs-

Schropp have had three children: Elizabeth, Mrs.

Worrall, who died in Rochester, N. Y.; Mary,

Mrs. Leoser, of Elizabeth, N. J.; and Ruth, Mrs.

Bev. A. D. Thaeler, of Winston, N. C. The pleas-

ant home of the Schropp family is located on Mar-

ket Street, and there a cordial hospitality is ex-

tended to their many friends.

As a Trustee in the Moravian Congregation in

this city, our subject has been active in the work

of the church, and is also Trustee of the Young

Ladies' Seminary. Formerly he was officially con-

nected with the Moravian parochial schools, and

has alwaj'S shown himself interested in the cause of

education. For four years he was Commander of

J. K. Taylor Post, G. A. R., and served for one

term as Aide on the staff of the Department Com-

mander of the state. In 1892 he was Aide on the

staff of General Palmer, at the National Encamp-

ment at Washington. A true patriot and good

citizen, Mr. Schropp supports the candidates of the

Republican party, the principles of which he is

always one of the most ardent advocates.

FATHER PHILIP McENROE has been pas-

tor since 1877 of the Church of the Holy

Infancy, which congregation was started

and organized by his brother Michael. The church

edifice is very large and exceedingly beautiful, be-

ing built in Gothic style, and with fine paintings

and decorations. It was commenced in 1882 and

completed four years later. The cost of the build-

ing was $70,000, which was fully paid at the time

it was dedicated, through the earnest efforts and

zeal of the pastor.

A native of Ireland, Father McEnroe was born

December 20, 1839, in County Cavan. His father,

who bore the Christian name of Philip, was born

in the same county, coming from one of the old-

est families in Ireland, and being a descendant of

Owae Roe, a great king of about the sixteenth cen-

tury. Our subject was reared on his father's farm,

and received his primary education in the Nation-

al schools. His mother was Mary Farley before

her marriage, her birth having also occurred in

County Cavan. Of her eleven children but two

survive. Charles was pastor of the Church of the

Immaculate Conception at Mauch Chunk, and died

in 1859, when about thirty-three years of age.

Michael is now pastor of the Church of the Holy

Family at Manayunk, Philadelphia.

The classical education of our subject was ob-

tained in Cavan Seminary, where he completed the

course. In 1862 he left his native land, coming to

the United States, and in Philadelphia became en-

rolled as a student in St. Charles Seminary, taking

up the philosophical and theological branches, and

finishing his studies in 1867. His ordination was

celebrated January 2, 1867, in the Cathedral of

Philadelphia, by Bishop Wood, after which he was

assigned to the Philadelphia Diocese. For a short

time he was assistant pastor at West Chester, and

then for three months was assistant priest at East-

on. For the succeeding year he served in a sim-

ilar capacity in St. Patrick's Church at Pottsville,

and later was sent to Port Carbon. At Schuylkill

Haven he was made the first pastor of St. Ambrose's

Church, which he cleared of debt, and under his

influence a substantial parsonage was erected.

Three years later he went to St. Clair as pastor of

St. Mary's Church.

The year 1877 witnessed the installation of Fa-

ther McEnroe as pastor- in-charge of the Church of

the Holy Infancy at South Bethlehem, where he

succeeded his brother Michael, who had started

and organized the congregation in 1861, and two

years later built the church. He was pastor of the

Allentown Missions until 1877. The congregation

over which Father McEnroe officiates is the largest

in this locality, and they are devoted to their pas-

tor, who is very popular with every one. The

beautiful edifice is considered one of the handsom-

est churches in the valley, and no cost was spared

which would enhance its beauty. The paintings,

which are greatly admired, were executed by Cost-

igne, a master in his line. In connection with the

church a fine parochial school has been opened for

the benefit of the children of the parish, and it is
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well conducted. Father McEnroe is active in all

the various branches of church work, and is great-

ly interested in the cause of temperance. The

Temperance Sodality Society, one of the active

church organizations, has. a membership of four

hundred and fifty girls. The Reverend Father

directs the Emerald Society of the Ancient Order

of Hibernians, and his work as a minister has been

marked by great success and enthusiasm.

i*Mt*H*l|^SS

MILTON H. KOEHLER. Among the na-

tive sons of Northampton County is this

representative and well known citizen of

Hanover Township. He is the owner of a well

equipped and cultivated farm, comprising one hun-

dred and forty acres. The date of Mr. Koehler's

birth is January 20, 1849, his parents being Con-

rad and Julia A. (Fuchs) Koehler. The family came

to Pennsylvania from Germany many years ago,

and has been prominent factors in the upbuilding of

this and adjoining counties. Gabriel Koehler, the

great-grandfather of our subject, was one of three

brothers who left the Fatherland, and to him be-

longs the honor of founding the branch of the

family so numerous in this county. Conrad Koeh-

ler, whose death occurred in the year 1870, devoted

his entire life to the pursuit of agriculture. Of

his family only the following are yet living: Maria,

who is the wife of John Ernst, and Milton H. The

father was a devoted member of the Lutheran

Church, and an industrious and upright man in

every particular. His home was for many years on

the very farm where our subject now resides. He

was well known throughout the surrounding coun-

try, where he numbered many friends, and his death

was felt to be a severe loss to the community in

which he dwelt. His widow, who has reached the

ripe old age of seventy-five years, is still living,

making her home with our subject.

% The opportunities of Mr. Koehler in an educa-

tional line were somewhat limited, though he at-

j
tended the district schools more or less during his

boyhood. He is mainly self educated, but has made

the most of his facilities, and has therefore become

well informed on all general and practical matters.

His father instructed him in both the theory and

practice of agriculture, and when quite young he

engaged in general farm work. The farm which

he now owns and cultivates is well improved and

is one of the valuable ones of the township. In

his business ventures he has met with a good meas-

ure of success, and being industrious and capable,

is steadily reaping a good income.

Believing that it was not good for man to be

alone, Mr. Koehler was joined in marriage with

Sarah A. Lerch, November 7, 1871. The lady

was born November 7, 1847, in Palmer Township,

being a daughter of Amandus and Ellevina M.

(Gold) Lerch. The former comes of an old and

respected family of Northampton County, where

his birth occurred. The mother was born in Bush-

kill Township, of the same county. They became

the parents of seven children, all of whom sur-

vive. Emma is the wife of George M. Warner;

Mrs. Koehler is next in order of birth; Erainanda is

the wife of Thomas Wartman ; Priscilla became the

wife of Adam Grabwohl; Mary is now Mrs. Alfred

Koehler; Levin is a resident of Bethlehem; and

Edna is the wife of Henry Ehrgott.

In religious belief Mr. and Mrs. Koehler are de-

voted members of the Lutheran and Reformed

Churches, respectively. In politics the former sup-

ports the Democracy, believing that that party best

embodies the great questions of the hour. He is

in favor of supporting everything which will be

for the good of the community, and in his official

capacities has carried out to the best of his ability

his well founded convictions of what is best to

achieve this object." For a number of years he

served as a School Director of Hanover Township,

and has always been found on the side of good

schools and educated teachers. In 1880 the re-

sponsible position of United States Census Enu-

merator of Northampton County, which embraces

Hanover Township, was conferred upon him, and

the manner in which he performed the duties per-

taining thereto won him the commendation of all.

For one year our subject occupied the respon-

sible position of Mercantile Appraiser of North-

ampton County, in which he acquitted himself
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well. In a social way Mr. Koehler is identified

with Bethlehem Grange No. 504, of which he is

Past Master, and is also a member of the Knights

of Malta of Bethlehem. In addition to the orders

already named, he is identified with the Improved

Order of Red Men of South Bethlehem.

JOHN J. SCHADT, ex-Treasurer of Lehigh

County, and a representative citizen of Al-

lentown, was born in Whitehall on the 18th

of May, 1838. His grandfather, John Schadt,

was born in this state, but was of German descent.

His father, Henry Schadt, was born in North White-

hall, and was a farmer by occupation, following

that pursuit throughout his entire life. He mar-

ried Polly Knauss, a native of South Whitehall,

and a daughter of Jonas Knauss, who was also of

German lineage. They became the parents of four

sons and five daughters, and seven of the family

are yet living. The father died in 1869, and the

mother, who survived him twenty years, passed

away in 1889.

Mr. Schadt of this sketch remained upon the

home farm until seventeen years of age and at-

tended school in Whitehall. With his brother he

learned the trade of blacksmithing. On the death

of his employee he returned to the old homestead,

but afterward worked in- a rolling-mill, filling the

position of foreman. In 1874 he opened a black-

smith shop in Allentown, and has carried on busi-

ness continuously since with good success, build-

ing up a fine trade, which yields to him a good
income.

In 1872 was celebrated the marriage of Mr.

Schadt and Miss Ann A. Burger, a native of Allen-

town, and a daughter of Stephen Burger. Seven

children were born of their union, as follows:

Alice, wife of Wilson Jacoby; Harvey, a cigar man-
ufacturer; Minnie, wife of Henry Landis; and Hes-

ter, Anna M., Edward J. and Robert, who are still

with their parents.

In his political affiliations, Mr. Schadt is a stanch

Democrat, and warmly advocates the principles of

his party. He has been honored with a number of

local offices. In 1892 he was elected to the posi-

tion of County Treasurer, which he creditably filled.

The best interests of the community have ever

found in him a friend, and he is a public-spirited

and progressive citizen, who gives his hearty sup-

port and co-operation to all those enterprises which

are calculated to prove of public benefit and to

promote the general welfare. He and his wife

hold membership with the Salem Church, and are

highly respected people, who have manj' warm

friends throughout the community. They have a

pleasant home at No. 618 Linden Street, and their

household is the abode of hospitality. Mr. Schadt

may truly be called a self-made man, for he started

out in life empty-handed, and by overcoming the

obstacles and difficulties in his path by industry

and determined efforts, he has steadily worked his

way upward, and is now the possessor of a com-

fortable competency. His career has been an hon-

orable and upright cue, and his example is worthy

of emulation.

G=
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JOHN B. MEIXELL is Cashier of the South

Bethlehem National Bank, and is a business

man of marked and unusual ability. A self-

made man, he has been the architect of his

own fortune, having risen step by step to a posi-

tion of prosperity and influence in the community.
The family to which he belongs is one of marked
financial ability, and his brother, H. J., is Cashier

of the National Iron Bank of Pottstown, Secretary

and Treasurer of the Security Company, and

President of the Farmers' National Bank of Eph-

rata, Pa.

On the paternal side our subject's grandfather,

who died in the prime of life, was of German de-

scent. The father, Henry Meixell, was born in

New Holland, and was a merchant tailor in Man-
heim, in which business he continued until his

death in 1887. His wife, Martha Beard, was born

near Mt. Hope, and is of Scotch ancestry. Her fa-
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ther, John Beard, was a collier in that locality.

Mrs. Meixell is still living in Manheim. J. B. is

one of a family comprising four sons and four

daughters, five of whom survive. William B., a

brother, is bookkeeper for the firm of Teagley &
Son.

Until eighteen years of age J. B. Meixell re-

mained at school at Manheim, when he was ap-

pointed assistant agent on the Philadelphia &
Reading Eailroad at that point, and later was

agent at New Providence, Pa. Tracing his history

further, we next find him a manager of a store at

Dayton, Ohio, next a clerk in the Ephrata National

Bank, then collector for the Cincinnati, Hamilton

<fe Dayton Railroad at Dayton, afterward foreign

voucher clerk for the same road at Cincinnati, and

solicitor and collector for the Durist Milling Com-

pany at Dayton. During this time he was also

for a year engaged in mining in Denver, Colo.

When the South Bethlehem National Bank was

organized, he was selected as its Teller, this being

in 1889. In 1890 the Lehigh Valley Cold Storage

Company was started here, and he is the Secretary

and Treasurer of this great concern, which has a

capital of $135,000, can manufacture from thirty

to thirty-five tons of ice every twenty-four hours,

and has a capacity of sixty thousand crates of

eggs, besides much room for other stores. This

concern is one of the very best in the United

States, and is built on the most improved modern

plans.

The South Bethlehem National Bank, which was

founded in 1889, with a capital stock of $50,000,

has been very successful in the financial world.

They are erecting a new bank building of pressed

brick, three stories in height, with a frontage of

forty feet on Third Street, it being on the corner

of Birch. The upper portion is to be used for offi-

ces, and the building when completed will be one

of the substantial business blocks of the place.

In 1884 John B. Meixell was married in Dayton

to Miss Nettie Meyers, a lady of superior educa-

tion and culture. Our subject is a Mason of the

Thirty-second Degree, belonging to the consistory

at Bloomsbury. In politics he is active in the

ranks of the Republican party. In his connection

with the banking institution he personally looks

34

after every detail of its operation, and as he is

practical as well as accommodating in his relations

with the public, the bank stands on a firm and se-

cure basis, every possible courtesy being extended

to patrons.

"T EWIS W. MOYER, M. D., a well known

JO physician of East Mauch Chunk, has for

some years resided in this place. He was

born in Schuylkill County, Pa., in 1864, and is a

son of Jacob S. and Eliza (Knittle) Moyer. His

father followed the occupation of farming. Under
the parental roof the Doctor was reared to man-
hood, and his early life was spent in farm work

and in attendance at the public schools of the

neighborhood, where he acquired his primary edu-

cation. At the age of sixteen he embarked in

teaching school, which profession he followed for

four years, after which he determined to further

add to his knowledge by study in the normal

school in Kutztown, Pa. This plan he carried

out and afterward resumed teaching, but subse-

quently became a telegraph operator on the Phila-

delphia & Reading Railroad. Wishing to enter

the medical profession, he began study in the office

of Dr. B. E. Salade, of New Ringgold, Schuylkill

County, under whose instruction he continued his

studies for some time.

Later Dr. Moyer entered the University of Mary-

land at Baltimore, and was graduated from that

institution in the Class of '87. He at once com-

menced practice in Barnesville, Pa., where he spent

about a year, when he came to East Mauch Chunk.

Since 1888 he has been a resident of this place.

For some years he was engaged in general prac-

tice, but for the past two years' has made a spe-

cialty of diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat.

To prepare himself for this line of treatment the

Doctor took a special course in the Philadelphia

Polyclinic.

In 1882 was celebrated the marriage of Dr.

Moyer and Miss Sue Sorber, a daughter of George

Sorber, of McKeansburg, Schuylkill County. They

are the parents of two children, Irene May and

Raymond S. He and his estimable wife have many
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friends in this community, and bold an enviable

position in the circles of society in which they

move. The Doctor is President of the Carbon

County Medical Society, and also belongs to the

Lehigh Valley Medical Association and to the

State Medical Association of Pennsylvania. He

is also a member of the Board of Censors of the

Medico-Chirurgical College of Philadelphia, Pa.

Socially he is connected with the Odd Fellows'

society of East Mauch Chunk, and is a member of

the United States Board of Pension Examiners of

Carbon County. He is a man of deep research,

well versed in his profession, and in the line of

his special practice he is an expert, possessing a

skill and ability which have placed him in the

front rank among his professional brethren.

1^^*

HENRY K. HARTZELL, M. D., President

of the Hartzell Concentrating Company,
and a leading business man of Allentown,

was born in Bucks County, Pa., on the 6th of May,
1840, and is a son of Philip G. Hartzell, who was
also a native of Bucks County, and was a farmer

by occupation. The grandfather, Philip Hartzell,

was of German descent. The mother of our sub-

ject, who bore the maiden name of Elizabeth Kerr,

was born in Bucks County, and was a daughter of

Henry Kerr, who was of Scotch and Irish descent.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hartzell were born eight chil-

dren, seven of whom are yet living, three being
residents of Allentown.

When our subject was a lad of ten years his fa-

ther died, and he went to live with an uncle in

Montgomery County, Pa., where he attended the
common schools and acquired his literary educa-
tion. He then began reading medicine with Dr. C.
Williams, of Tylersport, Pa., and later entered Jef-

ferson Medical College of Philadelphia, from which
he was graduated in 1863. He commenced prac-
tice in Goodville, where he continued for seven
years, when he came to Allentown and opened an
office. Subsequently he formed a partnership with

P, Albright and J, F. Kline, under the firm name

of P. Albright & Co., private bankers. They did a

successful business and subsequently merged into

the Girard Savings Bank, which ceased operations in

1873.

Mr. Hartzell afterward became interested in the

iron mines of Lehigh and Berks Counties, and
owns a considerable interest in magnetic iron-ore

mines. This investment has proved a profitable

one and yields him a good income. He formed a

partnership with Thomas A. Edison, and for two
and one-half years they experimented and suc-

ceeded in putting into successful operation a

process for separating iron-ore by electricity. The
Hartzell Concentrating Company was then or-

ganized, and Dr. Hartzell was made its Presi-

dent. In the spring of 1893 this was made a

stock company under the laws of the state, and
the following gentlemen are now the officers of

the Hartzell Concentrating Company: H.-K. Hart-

zell, President; and W. S. Pilling, Secretary and
Treasurer. The works of the company are located

in the Rittenhouse Gap in the mountain, and a

superior quality of magnetic ore is miued. The
company use all of the latest and best improved
machinery for separating and concentrating the

ore, and furnish employment to about two hun-
dred men. They have two large Corliss stationary

engines of two-hundred-and-fifty-horse power each,

besides smaller engines, and about three hundred
tons of ore are turned out daily. This is one of

the leading enterprises of the city.

In 1879 Dr. Hartzell was joined in wedlock
with Miss Mary Martin, a daughter of Dr. T. H.

Martin, one of the highly respected citizens of Le-
high County, and to them were born two children,

Helen M. and Harry Kerr. Their home is an ele-

gant brick residence, built in modern style of arch-

itecture, supplied with all conveniences and taste-

fully and richly furnished. It is located at the

northeast corner of Eighth and Walnut Streets.

In political sentiment, Dr. Hartzell is a pro-

nounced Democrat, but has never been an office-

seeker, preferring to devoted his entire time and
attention to his business interests. Besides his in-

terest in the mines he is connected with other en-

terprises, being a Director of the Lehigh Valley
Trust and Safety Deposit Company, and also of
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the Allentown Hardware "Works. He is a man of

most excellent business ability, sagacious and far-

sighted, and by close attention to details and

well directed efforts, he has become one of the rep-

resentative business men of this part of Pennsyl-

vania.

/">" EORGE H. WOLLE, a very popular and

VJVJC enterprising young business man of Beth-

lehem, is a practical and advanced elec-

trical engineer, being Superintendent of the Beth-

lehem Electric Light Company. He is a son of

Augustus Wolle, now deceased, who was a former

capitalist and active business man of this city. His

history appears in another part of this work.

The birth of George H. Wolle occurred Decem-

ber 3, 1864, in Bethlehem, and he is next to the

youngest in his father's family, which comprised

ten children. His education was obtained in the

Moravian Parochial School and in Swartz's Acad-

emy. On the completion of his primary studies

he entered the Ulrich Preparatory School, and aft-

erward was enrolled as a pupil in Lehigh Uni-

versity. When sixteen years of age he was ap-

prenticed as a machinist, and later went to Den-

nison, Ohio, where he was employed in the Pan

Handle shops for the three succeeding years. For

two years thereafter he was employed for short

periods in Chicago, Omaha and Denver. In the

spring of 1886 he returned to Bethlehem, and en-

tered Lehigh University that fall, where he pursued

a course of electrical engineering, from which he

graduated in 1887. Going to New York, he was

then employed with the New York Accumulator

Company, being Superintendent of the construc-

tion works, and remaining with them for nearly

two years. During this time he traveled in Penn-

sylvania and New York, putting up plants for the

company. Next he was with the Ft. Wayne Elec-

tric Company as Superintendent of Construction,

his field of work being in the West, and much of the

time he was in Texas, Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana,

besides Canada and New York.

In 1891 Mr. Wolle returned to Bethlehem, tak-

ing charge and being made Superintendent of the

Bethlehem Electric Company, the works of which

are situated on Vineyard Street, in West Bethle-

hem. This concern has been greatly increased of

late years, and they now have over forty miles of

wire in the three Bethlehems and in Fountain Hill.

The systems used are the Thomson Arc Light and

the Westinghouse-Allen Incandescent. The plant

has a five-hundred-horse power engine and boilers,

and keeps running nearly five thousand incandes-

cent and one hundred and eighty-four arc lights.

In Galena, 111., George H. Wolle was married, in

1890, to Miss Lena Clauer, who was born, reared

and educated in that city. , Her death occurred in

Bethlehem in 1891. Mr. Wolle is fraternally a

member of Elk Lodge, of this city, and religiously

is identified with the Moravian Church.

Gz .£rfU
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f~Y D. W. BOWER. This name will be at

v^V/ once recognized by our readers as that of

a prominent business man of Catasauqua

and a member of a family long represented in Penn-

sylvania. Full information concerning his parent-

age and ancestral history may be gleaned from the

biographical sketch of his father, Hon. George

Bower, presented on another page of this volume.

The next to the eldest in a family of ten chil-

dren, the subject of this sketch was born in Lehigh-

ton, Carbon County, Pa., January 17, 1856.

Brought by his parents to Catasauqua at the age of

three years, he was reared* to manhood in this place,

and has here made his permanent home. After

graduating from the high school in 1873, he was

appenticed to learn the butcher's trade under the

tutelage of his father. He soon gained a thorough

knowledge of the details of the business, and in

1878 purchased the shop of his father. At that

time they had no markets in the city, the meat be-

ing delivered by wagons from the slaughter-house.

An arrangement so inconvenient as this could

not be continued permanently, and it wasnotlong

before Mr. Bower, with the energy which is one of

bis chief characteristics, established two markets in
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the city. In 1887 he opened the market at No.

129 Bridge Street, and three years later embarked

in the same business at No. 209 Front Street. These

enterprises are conducted in a systematic manner,

that commends itself to the general public and

proves remunerative to the proprietor. He also

runs four wagons out from Catasauqua, selling

meats in the country. The slaughter-house, on the

corner of Canal and Mulberry Streets, was burned

down August 2, 1893, but was rebuilt immediately

on the same site.

In the conduct of his business Mr. Bower intror

duces the most modern and approved methods. He

gives his personal supervision to the purchase of

stock, and has in connection with his market a cold-

storage house with a large capacity. He manufac-

tures sausage, packs pork and beef for his own use,

and renders tallow by steam, all the cooking being

done in the same way. His business is by far the

most extensive in Catasauqua, and requires the as-

sistance of several employes. In addition to this

enterprise he is a Director of the Bower Slate and

Pencil Quarry Company, of which his father is

President.

At Catasauqua, September 30, 1885, occurred the

marriage of Mr. Bower to Miss Elizabeth Bradley,

who was born in Scotland, but was reared in the

family of Mr. and Mrs. George Bower. Four chil-

dren have been born of this union: Charles Alex-

ander; Helen A., who died at the age of one year;

Leonard G. and Ruth E. Socially Mr. Bower is a

Knight Templar Mason and is Past Master of his

lodge, also a member of Allen Commandery and the

Mystic Shrine at Philadelphia. The Knights of

Honor number him among their members. In 1876

he joined the Phoenix Fire Company, of which he

was formerly Assistant Director and is now a mem-
ber. Politically he is a Democrat In religious

belief he is identified with Holy Trinity English-

Lutheran Church, of which he is a Trustee.

Mr. Bower's career in life marks him as a forci-

ble, energetic man, shrewd and far-seeing, and one
who understands well how to conduct his business

to the best advantage. These traits have placed

him among the solid men of Catasauqua and Le-
high County. He is well endowed mentally and
physically, is a man of commanding appearance,

and possesses a ready wit and good conversational

ability. Iu manners he is genial and frank, and

his pleasant personality has gained him many

warm friends among an extensive acquaintance

throughout the county.

Ji*^

WILLIAM H. DUNBAR, who represents

the business interests of Johnson ville,

Northampton County, is a native of

this county, born May 26, 1839. His parents,

William and Eve C. (Jones) Dunbar, were like-

wise born here, and the family was one of the ear-

liest established in this section of the state. The

founder was our subject's great-grandfather, who
settled here at a very early day.

The subject of this sketch was reared in John-

sonville, receiving a good education in the district

schools. At the age of twenty-three he began to

work at the blacksmith's trade, which he followed

for thirty-three years, retiring from the business in

September, 1894. At this time he embarked in the

coal and wood business, having purchased the in-

terest of Hon. M. G. Stier, of Johnsonville. As a

business man he is progressive, energetic and in-

dustrious, and deserves the success with which he

is meeting in his enterprises.

For nine years Mr. Dunbar served as Constable

of Upper Mt. Bethel Township, and for seven

years officiated as Assessor. He also acted as Judge
and Inspector of Elections, and is influential in

public affairs. His political preferences are with

the Democratic party, and he is prominent in its

ranks. During the late war he enlisted, September

22, 1862, becoming a member of Company G, One
Hundred and Fifty-third Pennsylvania Infantry,

assigned to the Army of the Potomac. Among the

many engagements in which, with his regiment, he

took part was the battle of Chancellorsville, where
he was wounded, having his collar bone and
shoulder blade broken and also receiving a fract-

ure of the right hand. He remained in the hos-

pital from May 4 until July 22, and was discharg-
ed from the service on the 24th, of July, 1863. On
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his return home he resumed the pursuits of civic

life, which had been temporarily interrupted.

The union of Mr. Dunbar and Mary E., daugh-

ter of the late Daniel Beck, of Upper Mt. Bethel

Township, resulted in the birth of five children,

namely: Josiah L.; Isabella; Moses; Mary F., wife

of Andrew B. Handlong; and Maggie C. Socially

he is identified with- Albert Jones Post No. 383,

G. A. K., at Bangor, of which for the past nine

years he has been Commander. He is a man who

enjoys the fullest confidence of the people, and by

his integrity and uprightness has gained the regard

of all with whom he has had business or social re-

lations.

3#*tE

WILLIAM CANAM, superintendent of

the finishing department of the steel

mill of the Bethlehem Iron Company,

has been with them since the starting of the

works in Bethlehem in 1862-63. He assisted in

making the first steel rail in South Bethlehem, and

since 1862 has been connected with this giant in-

dustry. A native of Pennsylvania, Mr. Canam

was born in Huntingdon County, October 7, 1827,

being a son of Richard Canam, who was born in

Connecticut and was a merchant by occupation.

The family is of Scotch-Irish descent. Richard

Canam came to Pennsylvania when a young man,

starting in business in what is now Racetown,

and afterward going to Alexandria, where he en-

gaged in merchandising until his death, at the age

of forty-five years. His wife, who was of Irish

descent, was in her girlhood Susan Thompson, a

native of Huntingdon County and a daughter of

John Thompson, also a native of the same place.

The mother died about the year 1856, in her

seventy-fifth year. Of her seven children, only

two are living, our subject and his sister, Mrs. Re-

becca Moss Ward, of Marietta, Ohio. A remarka-

ble fact connected with the Canam family is that

eight nephews of William Canam and two broth-

ers-in-law took part in the late war.

William Canam was reared until his fifteenth

year in the county of his birth, where he attended

the common schools and learned the carriage-

maker's trade in Hollidaysburg. As early as 1840

he worked in a rolling-mill at Alexandria, and

then went to northwestern Pennsylvania. Later he

was employed at Brady's Bend as a millwright,

building rolling-mills. At Johnstown he worked

as assistant at rolls in the mills at that place. In

1862, coming to Bethlehem at the solicitation of

John Fritz, lie took charge of the finishing de-

partment upon the opening of the mills (having

previously assisted to put the machinery in the

rolling department of both mills) until the new

rolling-mill started, when he was given a sim-

ilar position, and in 1873, still having charge of the

finishing department, assisted in manufacturing

and finishing the first steel rails, they being cast

October 4, and rolled and finished October 18.

These were made for the Lehigh Valley Railroad.

Some time after this Mr. Canam became assistant

to John Fritz in the steelmill. He is a stock-

holder in the Lehigh Valley Railroad, and for-

merly owned stock in the Northern Pacific Rail-

road, which, however, he disposed of.

Since 1864 the residence of our subject hasbeen

at No. 147 South New Street. ' In 1850 he married

Miss Rebecca Homan, who was born in Venango

County, and died in Bethlehem in 1879. Of their

nine children, five grew to maturity. Clara is now

Mrs. Frank Bynon, of Denver, Colo.; Mary, who

died in Bethlehem in 1891, was the wife of H. A.

Grroman; Annie is Mrs. Oliver Wilson, of Elmira,

N. Y.; Edith became the wife of J. Paul McNeal,

of Philadelphia; and Grace is attending Strouds-

burg Normal School. In July, 1888, Mr. Canam

married Mrs. Rebecca B. Talley, who was born in

Wilmington, Del., and is a daughter of Richard C.

McBride, a native of New Jersey. The latter was

a contractor and builder at Wilmington and later

in New Castle, Del., where he died in 1869. Mrs.

Canam 's ancestors were of Scotch-Irish descent,

and her mother bore the maiden name of Sarah A.

Gibbon. Ephraim Gibbon, the father of the latter,

was a farmer near Greenwich, N. J. Mrs. Canam,

who is the eldest of eight children, was reared in

New Castle, and married in Philadelphia Charles

L. Talley, who was a hardware merchant in Phila-

delphia, where his death occurred. They were the

parents of four children, two of whom are living.
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Leonard Kent, a graduate in pharmacy, is in the

United States Navy; and Anna is at school in

Stroudsburg. Mr. and Mrs. Canam have three

children, Isabel, Florence and Helen. The wife is

a member of the Baptist Church. Mr. Canam was

formerly a member of the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows and is a Master Mason. In poli-

tics he is a true-blue Republican, and is person-

ally well liked by his large circle of friends and

acquaintances.

PETER EDELMAN is one of the worthy

American-Germans who have been impor-

tant factors in upbuilding Northampton

County. Here his birth occurred June 20, 1835,

his parents being Charles and Susan (Walter)

Edelman, who were both natives of Palmer Town-
ship. The former is now deceased. The great-

grandfather of our subject on the paternal side,

who founded the family in this country, emigrated

from the Fatherland, and settled near Easton, this

county, where the family became pioneers, and

assisted greatly in developing those parts. His

son, Peter Edelman, was also a resident of a farm

near Easton.

Charles Edelman, the father of our subject, was

a carpenter by trade, which calling he followed for

many years successfully. In his later years he de-

voted his attention to farming, settling in Lower
Nazareth Township. He was called from this life

January 24, 1892. His widow survives him, be-

ing now in her eighty-sixth year. She was one of

the pioneer women of the county, sturdy, cour-

ageous and industrious, and of her children only

one, our subject, survives to comfort her in her

declining years. The father was a public-spirited

man and a progressive farmer. In politics he was
a Republican, and endeavored to further the inter-

ests of his fellow-men as far as possible.

Peter Edelman was reared to manhood in this

county, and from early years has made agriculture

his life work. In boyhood he attended the com-
mon schools of the county, where he received a

general education, to which he has constantly added

by subsequent reading and study. On arriving

at a suitable age he married Elizabeth C, daughter

of George H. Beck, of Lower Nazareth Township,

now deceased. To our worthy subject and wife

one child was born. This son, Charles IL, married

Sarah Dech, and one child, Preston J., graces their

union.

Many years have passed since Peter Edelman

was elected Secretary of the Northampton Horse

Insurance Company, and as such lie is still serv-

ing. For eight years he was the efficient Presi-

dent of the Northampton Agricultural Society,

and at the present time is a member of the Revis-

ing Committee of that organization. One of the

Directors of the Poor Farm, he has endeavored to

further its interests, and in politics he supports the

Republican part}'. Formerly he was a Director of

the Easton Trust Company Bank- In religion,

like his forefathers, Mr. Edelman is a Lutheran,

belonging to the church of that denomination at

Hecktown, in which he served for a number of

years as an Elder. In addition to the various

offices we have enumerated, Mr. Edelman is Presi-

dent of the Farmers' Mutual Fire Insurance Com-
pany of Northampton County. Mr. Edelman is

the proud possessor of one hundred and eighty-

two acres of choice land in this township, and four

acres of woodland in Moore Township, this county.

WILLIAM R. GRUBB is now serving his

second term as Justice of the Peace for

the borough of Bangor, Northampton
County, having been elected to that responsible

position in 1887. With the work of the Republican

party he is actively identified, and during the last

fifteen years has very often been sent as a delegate

to the conventions of his party. In 1892 he es-

tablished the American Slate Trade Journal, the

only paper devoted to the interests of this impor-

tant industry in the country. It is a monthly
journal, comprising sixteen pages, three columns
to the page, and has met with universal favor
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throughout the United States. Since 1879 Mr.

Grubb has made his home in this place, and at that

time became proprietor of the Bangor Observer, an

eight-page, seven-column sheet, which is politically

independent, and has promoted the local interests

of the community in every possible manner.

The father of our subject, who bore the same

Christian name, was born in Dundee, Scotland,

December 3, 1835, and in his early years followed

the trade of nailmaking. In 1849 he came to the

United States, settling at Boonton, N. J., where he

subsequently became a member of the firm of Pat-

terson, Anthony <fe Grubb, nail manufacturers. He
is still living, being retired from business, and is

yet a resident of Boonton. Though he has money

invested in a number of commercial and financial

enterprises, he has to a large extent withdrawn

from commercial circles. Prior to the war he was

a strong anti-slavery man, and is now a Republi-

can. In Arcana Lodge No. 60, F. & A. M., of

Boonton, he is the oldest living member. At va-

rious times he has been elected to local offices,

and among others to that of Justice of the

Peace, but never served in that capacitj'. A
man of good moral habits, his upright and indus-

trious life has been a blessing to the community

in which he dwells. He married a daughter of

Samuel C. Tibbals, Miss Emily F., of Boonton.

The family to which she belonged came originally

from Connecticut. Four children were the result

of this union: William R.; George W., who mar-

ried Belle Delp, of this county, and is in charge of

the store owned by E. A. Bacer & Co., of Boonton,

N. J.; Charles L., editor of the Suffolk County News,

of Sayreville, N. J., and who married Clara Kunst-

man, of Nazareth; and Frank C, an Auditor of

the Prudential Life Insurance Company of New-

ark, N. J., his home being at Little Falls, in that

state.

The birth of William R. Grubb occurred March

21, 1857, in Boonton, N. J., and his primary

education was obtained in the public schools of

that city. He early commenced learning the print-

er's trade in the office of the Boonton Bulletin,

where he remained for some four years, and dur-

ing this time for a short period had editorial

charge of the paper. Afterward he worked at

Newark, Paterson, New York City, and in Hack-
ettstown, N. J., had charge of a paper for a few

months. In 1879, as previously stated, he came to

Bangor, and has since edited the Observer. From
1880 to 1882 he served as Town Clerk, and has

held a leading place in local affairs. At this writ-

ing he is Master of Bangor Lodge No. 565,

F. & A. M., and holds membership with Bangor

Chapter No. 274, R. A. M.; Slate Council No. 726,

R. A.; and Prosperity Lodge No. 661,1. O.O. F.

March 18, 1880, Mr. Grubb was married to Miss

Carrie Schooiey, whose father, Stephen Schooley,

now deceased, was a former resident of Bangor.

By her marriage Mrs. Grubb has two living chil-

dren: Ethel F., born November 3, 1883; and Will-

iam E., June 27, 1887.

/~~VEORGE M. HOCH, one of the leading

V/^JC business men and the efficient Register of

Wills of Easton, is a native of North-

ampton County, and was born in Moore Township

April 2, 1841. His parents, Matthias and Sarah

(Welty) Hoch, were also natives of Northampton

County, but were born in Bushkill Township.

The ancestors of our subject were originally from

Holland, but for several- generations have resided

in Pennsylvania, having emigrated to America

and settled in this county in an early day. Jacob

Hoch, the grandfather, who was a weaver by trade,

died at the advanced age of ninety-three, and is

buried in Moorestown churchyard. Eight chil-

dren clustered around his family hearthstone, but

only one survives—Simon, a resident of Somerset

County, Ohio, who is eighty-seven years of age at

the present time. Grandfather Hoch was a Dem-

ocrat in politics, and an ardent supporter ofthe

principles of his party. He was a member of the

Lutheran Church, and an active worker in the

same.

The father of our subject was a weaver and

farmer by occupation, and was a very successful

business man. In his political views he was a Dem-

ocrat, and kept well posted on all questions of the



802 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL' RECORD.

day. Religiously he was a member of the Luth-

eran Church, and gave liberally to the support of

the Gospel. His family consisted of six children

:

Stephen; Charles; George M., our subject; Elizabeth,

wife of Reuben Miller; Mary, deceased; and Lou-

isa, now Mrs. Edwin Kuntz. The father departed

this life April 11, 1863, and the mother in Decem-

ber, 1885.

George M. Hoch was reared on his father's

farm in Moore Township, Northampton County,

and attended the public schools of his locality.

When about fifteen years of age he engaged as

a clerk in dry-goods stores in Carbon and North-

ampton Counties, where he remained five years,

and by his pleasant manners and willingness to

wait on customers gained for himself many warm

friends and the respect and confidence of his em-

ployers. In 1862 Mr. Hoch responded to his coun-

try's call for volunteers, and, September 16, en-

listed in Company H, One Hundred and Fifty-

third Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers, com-

manded by Col. Charles Glantz. During his

term of service he took an active part in a number

of engagements, the principal ones being those of

Chancellorsville and Gettysburg. He was First

Sergeant of his company, and as such performed

his duties as a brave officer and true soldier. He

was honorably discharged July 24, 1863.

After Mr. Hoch returned from the war he fol-

lowed farming and surveying and a number of

other vocations for a time, filling many offices of

trust in his township, and in 1890 was elected

Register of Wills for Northampton County. He

was re-elected in 1893, and is at present attending

to the duties of that office to the satisfaction of

all. Our subject is actively interested in politics

and is a warm advocate of the principles of the

Democratic party. He takes an intelligent interest

in the civil and industrial problems, and is well

posted on all political questions of the day. So-

cially he is a member of the Knights of Malta, the

Grand Army of the Republic, and the I. 0. A. M.

In July, 1865, George M. Hoch and Catherine

Snyder were united in marriage. Her parents,

John and Diana Snyder, are natives of this county,

and reside in Bushkill Township. Five sons have

been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hoch, all of whom are

living: Willis E., a Teller in the First National

Bank of South Bethlehem, Pa.; Charles E., Teller

of the Easton Trust Company; Thomas M., a

painter and paper-hanger by occupation; Harry F.,

Deputy Register; and George W., a student in the

schools of Easton. This family is highly esteem-

ed in the community in which they live, and their

social standing is among the best families of East-

on and vicinity.

~S)€4^e_
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r~y EORGE M. WELLER, one of the leading

V/ T business men of Easton, is a representative

of one of the leading families of the Lehigh

Valley, a brief sketch of which is here appended.

Phillip Weller, the first known ancestor of the

family in America, was born in Germany in 1689,

and came to this country in 1730, settling in Amwell,

Hunterdon County, N.J. (near Ringoe's Tavern).

He moved with his family to Greenwich, Sussex

County (now Franklin, Warren County) in 1742,

where he purchased a tract of land of about two

hundred acres on Pohatcong Creek, which land has

been in the family up to this time, 1894. Phillip

Weller died June 25, 1761, aged seventy-two

years, and is buried in Weller's Graveyard, which

is a part of the above-mentioned tract of land, and

which was chosen by himself as a family bury-

ing-ground about one hundred and thirty-three

years ago. There is placed over his and his wife's

grave a large marble slab, with suitable inscription,

and enclosed with a neat iron fence. To himself

and wife were born eight children, one of whom,

Phillip Weller, the second, was born in Amwell in

1734, and was about eight years old when his father

moved to Greenwich. He lived on the land his

father purchased, and in 1791 built a gristmill on

the same tract of land, which is still in operation

at this time (1894) and is called Weller's Mill. He

died in 1812, and was buried with his wife in the

above-named burying-ground.

Phillip Weller, the second, had two sons, Phillip

and John P. The former, Phillip Weller the third,

in 1840 moved to Licking, Ohio, where he pur-
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chased a large tract of land. He died in 1865.

John P. Weller, the grandfather of G. M. Wel-

ler, was born in 1778, on the tract of land above

mentioned, and lived on it until 1830, when he

moved with his family to Phillipsburg, N. J. He
died in 1856, and with his wife is buried in the

Weller burying-ground.

A. B. Weller, son of John P. Weller, was born

in 1829, on the tract of land on Pohatcong Creek

owned by his father. He moved to Phillipsburg

with the family and lived there until 1850, when
he moved back to the place of his birth and lived

on the same tract of land owned by his father. In

1876 he moved to Easton. He was married to

Thisbe B. Stout, of Everittstown, Hunterdon

County, N. J. They had four children: S. Frances,

George M., William W. and Annie Musie. S.

Frances married Rev. J. H. Cooper, of Blain, Perry

County, Pa., and died October 8, 1883. Annie
Musie died October 9, 1880; and William W. Wel-

ler is now pastor of the First Presbyterian Church

of Geneva, N. J.

G. M. Weller was born on the 18th of February,

1858, on the same land purchased by his forefath-

ers. He came to Easton with his father in 1876,

and engaged with him in the market business un-

til the time of his father's death, when he suc-

ceeded to the business, and now has the largest

trade of any meat-dealer in the city. His custom-

ers are the best people of Easton, and he has built

a market next door to where his father com-

menced the business, which is especially adapted

for carrying on the large trade which he is do-

ing. The market will compare favorably with any

in the largest cities. He also has a market at the

corner of Spring Garden and Bank Streets, and a

stand at the Circle (a public market-place). He
runs two wagons and employs eight men.

In 1880 he was married to Miss Anna Elizabeth

Sampson, daughter of Joseph and Susan Sampson.

They have had four children: Helen F.; J. Goebel;

George M., Jr.; and William W., deceased. Mr.

Weller and his wife are members of the First

Presbyterian Church. He is a member of the Com-

mon Council, serving his third term, having been

elected by the Republican party. Mr. Weller's

forefathers were Whigs. He is Chairman of the

Fire Committee, a member of the Highways Com-
mittee, and also of the Sewer Committee. He
takes a great interest in secret societies, being a

member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

the Knights of Malta, Order of the Golden Chain,

Royal Arcanum and Independent Freemen's Al-

liance. He has in his possession a large clock

which Phillip Weller, the first, brought with him
from Germany in 1730, and which is running and
keeping excellent time at this date, 1894.

WILSON K. MOHR, a successful attorney

of Allentown, was born August 19,

1863, in the city where he now lives.

In the schools of this place he gained the rudi-

ments of his education, and the knowledge there

acquired was afterward supplemented by a course

of study at Muhlenberg College, from which in-

stitution he was graduated in 1885 with the de-

gree of Bachelor of Arts. Three years later the

degree of Master of Arts was conferred upon him

by the college. While a member of the Senior class

he began the study of law, which he conducted in

the office of Hon. Edward Harvey. In 1887 he

was admitted to the Bar, and has since followed

the profession successfully.

In 1890 Mr. Mohr opened an office at Macungie,

Lehigh County, but soon returned to Allentown,

where he has since resided. In addition to general

legal practice he has carried on a large insurance

business, representing six companies. In 1889 he

accepted the position of lecturer on Commercial

Law, Political Economy and Civil Government in

the American Business College of Allentown, and

he has since served in that capacity. He is also a

frequent contributor to journals and local news-

papers. At the present time he is a member of the

Board of Managers of the Alumni Association of

Muhlenberg College.

In politics a Democrat, Mr. Mohr takes an act-

ive interest in the welfare of his party, and is in

demand as a stump speaker during state and na-

tional campaigns. However, he accords to others
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the same liberty of thought and action which he

claims for himself, and is by no means bigoted or

narrow-minded. In the Lehigh Agricultural As-

sociation he has served as Corresponding Secretary

and member of the Executive Committee. He has

been clerk of the American Trotting Association,

and in different courses has served as starter. So-

cially he affiliates with Vienna Lodge No. 847, I.

0. 0. F., which he represents in the Grand Lodge.

In the latter organization he was appointed Chair-

man of the Transportation Committee, having

charge of railroad and hotel accommodations for

the conventions of the order. A member of the

Knights of Pythias, he is Past Chancellor Com-
mander of Lodge No. 257. He belongs to Red
Hawk Tribe, I. 0. R. M., of which he has been First

Prophet; for two years he was Deputy Great

Sachem for the Twenty-first District Improved

Order of Red Men, and is also a member of the

Great Council of Pennsylvania. His religious

connections are with Zion's Reformed Church of

Allentown.

gg£P

HENRY W. MOHR, father of Wilson K.,

and the Chairman of the Board of City

Assessors of Allentown, was born in Le-

high County, Pa., March 26, 1843. His father,

Daniel B., and grandfather, Christopher, were also

natives of Lehigh County, where settlement was
made by the great-grandfather, who came iiither

from England. The father and grandfather spent
their entire lives in the county named, where they
died, the former at the age of eighty-six, and the

latter when eighty-one. Both were farmers by oc-

cupation.

Our subject's mother was Maria, daughter of
Philip Haas, both natives of Lehigh County, where
she died in 1860, at the age of seventy-six years.

The Haas family originated in Germany, whence
our subject's great-grandfather emigrated to Amer-
ica and settled in Pennsylvania. Henry W. was
reared in the locality of his birth, and after com-
pleting the studies of the common schools entered
Allentown Academy, where he prosecuted his

readings until sixteen years of age. He then se-

cured a situation as clerk, which he followed for

nine years. Meantime he was economical, and,

prudently saving his earnings, was enabled, at the

age of twenty-five, to embark in a general mer-

cantile business, forming a partnership with Mr.

Lichtenwalner, which lasted for thirteen years.

For two years after severing his connection with

this firm he was not actively engaged in business,

and then for two years, 1878-79, acted as super-

intendent of the Grange Store.

On the Democratic ticket Mr. Mohr was elected

Clerk of the Orphans' Court, and served in that ca-

pacity for three years. On the death of his suc-

cessor he was chosen to complete the unexpired

term, which he did. In the spring of 1890 he was

City Assessor for a term of three years, and filled

the position of Chairman of the board. So efficient

was be in the discharge of his duties that he won
the commendation of the people, who in the spring

of 1893 re-elected him to this office, which he still

holds, being the present Chairman of the board. He
is one of the leaders of the Democratic party in Al-

lentown. In 1880, upon that ticket, he was elected

to represent the Eighth Ward in the Common
Council for a term of two years, but at the expira-

tion of one year resigned to accept the position of

Clerk of the Orphans' Court.

As a Knight of Pythias Mr. Mohr has attained

prominence throughout the state. He is a mem-
ber of Greenleaf Lodge No. 257, which he has

represented in the Grand Lodge of the state for

the past sixteen years. Since 1885 he has been a

member of the Supreme Lodge of the World. For

six years he has been Sir Knight Commander of

Lehigh Division No. 9, Uniformed Rank, K. of P.

In 1885 he was elected Lieutenant-Colonel of the

Second Regiment, Uniformed Rank of Pennsylva-

nia, and the following year was appointed by Maj.-

Gen. J. F. Carnahan, of Illinois, as a member of his.

first staff, with the rank of Colonel, which posi-

tion he resigned one year later. For eighteen years

he was District Deputy Grand Chancellor of Le-

high County, in which responsible position he dis-

played the possession of superior ability and judg-

ment.

While it is with the Knights of Pythias that Mr.
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Mohr has been more intimately associated, he has

also maintained an interest in, and connection with,

other orders. A charter member of Vienna Lodge

No. 847, 1. O. O. F., he has for the past sixteen

years been its Treasurer, and for three years served

as its representative to the Grand Lodge of Penn-

sylvania. He is a charter member of Red Hawk
Tribe No. 55, 1. O. R. M., of which he has been

Chief since its organization in 1888. A Democrat

in political matters, he takes an active part in local,

county, state and national politics.

In 1862 Mr. Mohr was united in marriage with

Miss Ellen E. Stahr, a native of Allentown, and

daughter of James Stahr, whose ancestors were

among the early settlers of Lehigh County. There

have been born unto them one son and one daugh-

ter, of whom the former, Wilson K., is the only

survivor. Mr. and Mrs. Mohr reside at No. 126

South Eighth Street. They are prominent in so-

cial circles and active in the work of Zion's Re-

formed Church, to which they belong.

il@4 a

JOHN SCHULTZ is a resident of Easton,

where he has been engaged in business for

many years, and where is favorably known in

commercial circles. For over ten years he has

carried on a stove trade in connection with a tin-

shop, and at times has given employment to as

many as four men. In 1889 he was elected to the

important position of Coroner of Northampton

County, and so faithfully did he perform his duties

that in 1892 he was re-elected to fill the place. He

has always been much interested in the success of

the Democratic party, and uses his ballot in favor

of its candidates. From time to time his fellow-cit-

izens have called upon him to fill minor offices in

local affairs and he has always given entire satisfac-

tion to all concerned.

Henry Schultz, our subject's father, was born and

reared to manhood in Germany. In 1847, when a

young man of twenty-four years, he crossed the

Atlantic, making the voyage on the same vessel

which carried Miss Sophia Caston, the lady who

afterward became his wife. He located in Phila-

delphia, where he remained for about a year, and
then removed to Easton, which has since been his

place of abode. In his native land he learned the

blacksmith's trade, but after coming to the United

States became a machinist and engineer. While
operating an engine in Palmer Township, he met
with a very serious accident, resulting in the loss

of a limb. As he was thus, to a certain extent,

incapacitated for arduous work, he devoted his at-

tention to the grocery business, and for twenty

years carried on a store on the corner of Seventh

and Northampton Streets. This is the identical

location of our subject's present business, and thus

altogether the father and son have been at this

stand for over thirty years. Henry Schultz closed

out his business affairs in 1883 and retired to en-

joy a well earned rest. His wife departed this life

in 1886, aged sixty-four years. She was the

mother of six children, five daughters and a son,

whose names are as follows: Mary, Mrs. Anna

Hearbolt, Mis. Amanda Echert, Mrs. Emma Barr,

John and Mrs. Lizzie Donegan. In politics the

father is affiliated with the Democratic party, and

socially is connected with Fatherland Lodge No.

Ill, I. O. O. F. In the congregation of the Zion

Lutheran Church he has for years been considered

one of the active workers and leading members.

John Schultz was born January 11, 1858, in

Palmer Township, Northampton County, near

Easton. He was given good public-school advan-

tages in his boyhood and was a student in Profes-

sor Trach's Academy of this city. When fifteen

years of age he left school to begin an apprentice-

ship at the tinsmith's trade. For three years he

worked for Meeker & Capp, and after his term had

expired remained with his former employers four

years. Subsequently he worked as a journeyman

in New York City for about one year, at the end of

which time he returned to Easton and launched

into business for himself on the site of his father's

grocery. In 1 883 he added to his tinsm ith 's trade a

large and well selected stock of stoves, and has been

very successful in the management of his business

interests.

Mr. Schultz belongs to several fraternities, among

these being Lenni and Lenape Council No. 187»
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Sr. 0. U. A. M.; Black Knight .Lodge No. 109,

K. of M.; and Amana Lodge No. 77, K. of P.

Like his father, he is a member of Zion's Lutheran

Church and is interested in its various departments

of work.

April 7, 1881, Mr. Schultz married Miss Susan,

daughter of Robert Henry, a resident of Weissport,

Carbon County, this state. Two children have

blessed the union of our subject and wife, their

names being as follows: Florence May and Henry C.

Qfrfr.}..}..}.w»ll"l"H"il||»i"M"!"H'4"H»i')C>

PETER EBERHART. The native-born citi-

zens of this county are coming actively

to the front in various lines of work, and

the gentleman above named, who is ticket agent for

the Lehigh Valley Railroad at Catasauqua, is one

of the shrewdest and most intelligent of railroad

men. He served as Borough Auditor for three

terms, and although a comparatively young man,

he has already made a name for himself in this

county.

Born in Catasauqua, April 25, 1850, our subject

is a son of Frederick Eberhart, a native of Wurtem-

berg, Germany, where he carried on his trade as a

coppersmith until coming to America. He crossed

the Atlantic when a single man, and made his home
for a time in Somerville, N. J., where lie met and

married Miss Catherine Tillman. His next removal

found him in Mauch Chunk and later near Catasau-

qua, where he was employed in quarrying stone on

contract, placing upon the market the first lime-

stone, which was bought by the Crane Furnace

Company. Mr. Eberhart operated a quarry on

contract for about twenty years, or until he retired

from business. For a number of years thereafter

it was carried on by his three eldest sons. He de-

parted this life in June, 1893, at the advanced age

of eighty-four years. He was a charter member of

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, to which he was a

liberal contributor, as indeed he was to all worthy

enterprises.

During the latter years of his life Frederick

Eberhart invested his means in farming land, and

was the proprietor of a portion of the land which

is now the site of Northampton. At the time of

his death he had gained a competence, leaving

valuable property in Allentown and Catasauqua,

and several farms in Northampton and Lehigh

Counties. On his farming land were opened

up quarries, and as he was an expert in judging

limestone, he was not mistaken or defrauded

in the purchase of his property. He was also a

stockholder in the Lehigh Valley Railroad, the

Lehigh Coal Company, the Allentown National

Bank, the Thomas Iron Company, the Wahneta

Silk Mills, and a charter member of the Catasauqua

Gas Company. It will thus be seen that he was a

very prominent and popular man, and a leader in

business circles. He was a stanch Republican in

politics, and held at various times all the local

offices of trust.

The mother of our subject, Mrs. Catherine (Till-

man) Eberhart, was also of German birth, and came

to the New World with her parents when quite

young. They located in Flemington, N. J. Her

father, Peter Tillman, was a coppersmith, and had

been an expert in that line of work in Germany.

He died in New Jersey, when fifty-five years of age,

and his wife departed this life in 1881, when in her

sixty-seventh year. They reared a family of ten

children, of whom Mrs. Eberhart was the eldest.

Her son, Augustus, served in the late Civil War,

from the beginning to the close, as a member of

Company F, Forty-seventh Pennsylvania Infantry.

He was wounded at Pocotaligo, from which he re-

covered only to meet a horrible death by the pre-

mature explosion of powder, when blasting in the

quarries, in April, 1883. Another son met a similar

fate prior to the war. William F., who is now resid-

ing in Catasauqua, was likewise a Union soldier.

The original of this sketch attended the common
and high schools in this city, and January 1, 1869,

began learning the art of telegraphy, under the in-

struction of the agent of the Lehigh Valley Road.

In May of that year he was given a position as day

operator in this city, and after the resignation of

John Hudders he filled the position of agent for

six years. At the expiration of that time he re-

signed, and was given work as yardmaster until

the company was obliged to put on additional
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help, when he was placed in charge of the ticket

office, which position he still holds.

The lady to whom our subject was married, June

7 1873, was Miss Josephine Bast, a native of this

state, and the daughter of Aaron Bast, a retired

business man, who makes his home in this city.

As a Republican our subject takes great interest in

political matters, and is a member of St. Paul's

Lutheran Church. He is one of the oldest employes

now in the service of the company, having been

with them for twenty-six years, and has endeared

himself to the hearts of the people throughout the

entire county hy his honorable and upright meth-

ods of conducting business.
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FRED R. DRAKE, a member of the firm of

J. Drake's Sons & Co., of Easton, was born

in this city June 12, 1865, being a son of

Samuel and Sarah (Arndt) Drake. His ancestors

were of the Scotch-Irish class that has proved such

a valuable acquisition to American citizenship.

The family is a part of the New Jersey branch of

the Drakes, and lived at Asbury, where John Drake,

our subject's grandfather, was born in 1803. Leav-

ing Asbury and engaging in business for a few

years at Broadway, N. J., he finally settled at

Easton, Pa.

In Broadway, Warren County, N. Y., July 16,

1830, Samuel Drake was born. His education was

received principally in a private school in Easton,

and upon completing his studies he entered into

the wholesale grocery business with his father,

this being about 1847. In 1857 he became a mem-

ber of the firm of Drake & Hulick, with which

concern he was connected until June 30, 1893.

He was Vice-President and a Director of the Thomas

Iron Company and the Edison Illuminating Com-

pany, of Easton, also a Director in the First Na-

tional Bank, the Easton Trust Company and the

Easton Water Company, and one of the managers

of the Insurance Company of Northampton Coun-

ty. Successful in business, he was also progress-

ive in spirit, apd was a leader in many of the

industrial reforms of Easton. His political affilia-

tions were with the Whigs until the formation of

the Republican party, when he became a supporter

of the new organization. In religion he belonged

to the Second Presbyterian Church, and socially

was identified with the Masonic fraternity. His

children, four in number, were Mary Virginia,

wife of J. Madison Porter, of Lafayette College;

Fred R., Carrie Arndt and Laura Edna.

After completing the studies of the public schools

of Easton, the subject of this sketch was fitted for

college under a tutor. In 1882 he entered Lafay-

ette College, joining the Zela Psi fraternity, and

four years later he was graduated. Going, into

business in 1886, he became, in 1889, a member

of the wholesale grocery firm of J. Drake's Sons

& Co., with which he has been connected up to the

present time. This is the largest concern of the

kind in Easton, and is well and favorably known

in business circles, having been established in

1836.

Though not active in politics, Mr. Drake has

represented his party, the Republican, as a delegate

to various conventions. He is a Director in the

Thomas Iron Company and in the First National

Bank of Easton, and is interested in everything

pertaining to the welfare of his fellow-citizens.

His religious membership is in the Second Pres-

byterian Church. Socially he is a member of the

Zeta Psi Club, the Shakespeare Society of New

York, and the Pomfret Club of Easton.

~Sf^HH^
(S_
s^

JAMES W. CORRELL, one of the active and

prominent citizens and substantial business

men of Easton, who has her welfare deeply

at heart, has been a member of the City Coun-

cil for six years and is now President of the Com-

mon Council. He is a leading member of the Re-

publican party, having intelligent and well founded

views on affairs of moment. For the past fourteen

years he has been successfully engaged in business

at No. 12 Center Square and for four years has dealt

in wholesale dry goods and notions, and has suc-

ceeded in building up a large trade.

The birth of our subject occurred about two
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and a-half miles from this city, in the township of

Palmer, June 8, 1852, but his boyhood was passed

in Easton. His parents were George W. and Car-

oline (Wagner) Correll. On the paternal side he is

of German lineage. Peter Correll, his grandfather,

was born in Northampton County, followed the

occupation of farming, and at one time was iden-

tified with the Mills estate of Easton. Religiously

he was a member of the German Reformed Church,

in the faith of which he had been reared. Our sub-

ject's father was born on the old homestead, Febru-

ary 22, 1826, and he too followed agricultural pur-

suits, until the year 1857, since which time he has

been a resident of Easton. In politics he is a Repub-

lican, and, as did his father, holds membership with

the Reformed Church. His two children were Susan

and James W.
After receiving a good common-school educa-

tion, James W. Correll drove teams for his father

for a short time, and at the age of seventeen years

entered the employ of Jacob Hay. The latter, who
is now deceased, was formerly a wholesale dry-

goods merchant, and a member of the firm of J. Hay
& Son. After being in his employ for twelve years,

during which time he learned every department of

the business, he branched out for himself, and

in company with a Mr. Bixler, began dealing in

wholesale dry goods and notions at his present lo-

cation. Since that time he has given his best en-

ergies and attention to the wants of his customers,

and when only four years had elapsed it was found

necessary to greatly increase the stock and general

facilities of the business. Upon due representation

of the needs of the firm, John Knecht was induced

to erect the building they now occupy, which is 40x
130 feet in dimensions. The large and well selected

stock of the firm is displayed on the three floors of

the building, and the time has long passed since

there was any question of their ultimate success.

September 20, 1877, Mr. Correll married Ida

Otto, a daughter of Mrs. Elmira Otto, of Easton.

Three sons have come to bless their home, their

names in order of birth being as follows: George
W., John O. and Paul R. Mr. and Mrs. Correll are

active members of the Third Street German Re-
formed Church. Formerly our subject was a Dea-

con, being one of the youngest to serve in that ca-

pacity in the congregation. Fraternally our sub-

ject is identified with Dallas Lodge No. 126 of

Easton. He is a man who is held in the highest

esteem by all who have the pleasure of his acquaint-

ance, and his unfailing courtesy has brought to

him many customers during the years he has been

engaged in business.

§>*<-
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RANK J. KESSLER, M. D., who was born

and reared in Bethlehem, has always been

associated with the history of this flour-

ishing city, and is now Resident Phj'sician and

Senior Assistant Surgeon at St. Luke's Hospital.

Though young, he possesses more than ordinary

ability, and is remarkably well read in his pro-

fession.

Dr. Kessler was born September 12, 1869, and is.

the son of Thomas Kessler, a native of Northamp-

ton County. His grandfather, Philip Kessler, also

a native of the Keystone State, followed agricult-

ural pursuits. The Doctor's father is a blacksmith

by trade, having learned the business at Easton,

where his marriage was celebrated. In 1858 he

became a resident of Bethlehem, where he opened

a blacksmith shop. This calling he has followed

since he was twenty years old, and he is thor-

oughly skilled in the same, being one of the most

successful in his line in the city. His wife, for-

merly Eva Roth, was born in Whitehall, Lehigh

County, and is the daughter of Jacob Roth, a well-

to-do farmer of that county. The Roth family in

religion are Lutherans, and are highly respected

citizens of the community where their home is

made. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kessler became the

parents of four children, two of whom are liv-

ing. The other son, Harvey W., is employed with

Weston, Dodson & Co., coal operators.

Dr. Frank J. Kessler passed his boyhood in

Bethlehem, attending the public schools until 1887,

when he entered the employ of E. T. Meyers in his

drug store. Three years later he took up the

study of medicine, to which he had decided he

would devote his life. For six months he assidu-

ously pursued his studies under the direction of
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Dr. A. C. Mover, and in the fall of 1890 entered the

medical department of the University of Pennsyl-

vania, from which institution he was graduated in

1893 with the degree of Doctor of Medicine. He
later passed a severe competitive examination for

the responsible position at St. Luke's Hospital,

and out of nine candidates was the successful one.

With a groundwork of fine theoretical knowledge,

as well as a certain amount of practical service,

the Doctor will in his present capacity become
thoroughly familiar with actual practice and be

finely qualified for his future career. During the

absence of the Chief Surgeon the latter 's duties

fall upon his shoulders, and he is showing himself

equal to all such emergencies. St. Luke's Hos-

pital, which is finely equipped, is the largest in

this part of the country outside of Philadelphia

and New York City. In the spring of 1895 the

Doctor purposes opening an office in Easton, this

state, where he will practice his profession and

make his future home. In politics he is a Re-

publican, and religiously belongs to the Episcopal

Church.

* g)#P '

.

THOMAS C. ZULICK, M. D., a popular

young physician of Easton, was born in

this city January 9, 1869. He received a

good education in the public schools, and upon
completing his literary studies entered the medical

department of the University of Pennsylvania,

from which he was graduated in May of 1891.

Immediately afterward he began the practice of

his profession in Easton, where he is well and fav-

orably known as a rising and skillful physician.

In addition to his general practice he is surgeon

for the Easton Transit Company, and physician

for the Easton hospital. In the Northampton

Medical Society he takes an active interest. Social-

ly he is identified with the Ancient Order of United

Workmen, and in his religious connections is a

member of the Third Street Reformed Church. „

The father of the Doctor is Charles B. Zulick,

who was born in Easton, January 30, 1836, and is

a son of Anthony and Jane Morton (Cumings)

Zulick, His paternal grandfather came to this

country in an early day, accompanied, by his wife
and two children. Landing in Baltimore, they
went from there to Philadelphia, and subsequently
removed to Newburg (then called Dry Lands), but
afterward settled in Lancaster, where the grand-
parents made their home with their son Anthony.
Their latter years were spent with their son John
in Steinsville, Lehigh County, and there the grand-

father died at the age of eighty-four, and the

grandmother at the age of eighty-two years and
eight months. Their three sons were Rev. John,

who for thirty years was a clergyman in the German
Reformed Church in Lehigh County; Godfrey and
Anthony.

Anthony Zulick was a talented musician, and
devoted his life to that art. He had charge of

the organ of the German Reformed Church at

Easton covering a period of thirty-nine years. In

1850 he opened a music store, which he conducted

until 1870, being then succeeded by his son, C. B.

He continued to teach music until about one year

prior to his death in 1870. His wife died in 1880,

at the age of eightjvfour years. Politically he was a

Democrat, and socially was identified with the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows. He married Jane

Morton Cumings, of Philadelphia, and they be-

came the parents of seven sons, the eldest of whom,
John, died in infancy. Thomas C. was for some

time connected with the Mine Hill & Schuylkill

Valley Railroad, but later served as Collector and

General Superintendent of the Schuylkill Naviga-

tion Company for forty years. S. Morton , who won

the title of Colonel in the Civil War, was a graduate

of Jefferson Medical College, and located for prac-

tice at Orwigsburg, Schuylkill County. At the

time of the discovery of gold in California, he was

seized with the fever, and determined to go thither,

but was deterred by friends in Easton. He settled

here, engaging in general practice until 1852. He
then located at Philadelphia, and became Secretary

and Treasurer of the Hestonville Passenger Rail-

road Company. At the opening of the Civil War,

he became Captain of Company E, Twenty-ninth

Pennsylvania Infantry, commanded by Colonel

Murphy, late of Philadelphia. The regiment was

rejected by Governor Curtin in consequence of

Colonel Murphy's being a Democrat, but was



810 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

later accepted and commissioned by President

Lincoln, and allowed to take its placje in the ranks.

At the battle of Gettysburg he was injured by a

horse falling on him. William, the fourth son, re-

sided for some years in Easton, but removed thence

to Philadelphia. Henry, a tinner by trade, became

assistant purchasing wood agent for the Philadel-

phia & Reading Railroad at Schuylkill Haven, and

also held the position of general shipping agent

for the Philadelphia & Reading Coal and Iron

Company for forty years. He is now general ship-

ping agent and manager of the Philadelphia &
Reading Coal and Iron Company's stockyards at

Schuylkill Haven. Our subject's father was the

next in order of birth. The seventh son, C. Meyers,

who was born at Easton, June 3, 1838, enlisted in

the Union army, becoming Lieutenant-Colonel of

his regiment. In politics he has long been a leader,

and such was his popularity that in 1875 he was

elected Surrogate of Essex County, N. J., for five

years, on the Democratic ticket, though the county

usually gave a Republican majority of twelve

hundred. He was the first Democrat who had been

elected there for thirty years. Under the admin-

istration of Cleveland he was appointed Governor

of Arizona, and still resides in that territory. He
has drawn up a constitution for it upon its admis-

sion to the Union, and is very prominent in public

affairs there.

In the public schools of Easton C. B. Zulick laid

the rudiments of his education, which he after-

ward carried on under private tutors. At the age

of fifteen he left school and became a clerk in his

father's store. In 1858 he was admitted into the

partnership, the Arm becoming A. Zulick & Son.

In 1870 he succeeded to the business, which he

continued for six years. He then became sales

agent for anthracite and bituminous coal at Easton,

in which capacity he is still engaged. He is very

active in the interests of the Democratic party, and
is one of its prominent members in this locality,

having been elected upon that ticket to represent

this district in the Legislature. For two terms he

was a member of the State Bank Assessors. For
forty years he has been prominent in politics, and
during thirty years of this period has served on the

County Committee, representing the Second Ward

in this capacity for -twenty-five years. For six years

he was a member of the Easton Democratic Execu-

tive Committee. His popularity is attested by the

fact that when elected to the Legislature he re-

ceived ten thousand three hundred and twenty-five

votes, being three thousand five hundred and nine-

ty-one votes ahead of his Republican opponent,

and running ahead of the presidential candidate of

his party. While in the House he took a very ag-

gressive part toward securing an additional appro-

priation for the Easton hospital. He also presented

the bill to regulate marriage licenses, whereby a

license for marriage procured in one county will

be recognizable in any other county of the state.

In July, 1855, Mr. Zulick married Miss Susan

Arnold. They have been the parents of twelve

children, viz.: Mrs. Carrie S. Robb; Ida; Mrs. Anna
M. Robinson, who resides in Manchester, England;

Mary M.; S. Morton, bookkeeper and manager for

J. Rinek's Sons Cordage Manufactory at Easton;

Thomas C; Jennie, deceased; William G.; Adam
and Charles (twins), who died at the age of six

months; James R., who passed away at three years

of age; and Sue. The family is held in the high-

est esteem socially, and its members are honored

wherever known.

-^=^m>^-<m^

r^y ARRETT B. L1NDERMAN, M. D., Sr., who

^_JJT was formerly a very prominent business

man of Bethlehem, was largely interested

in coal operations and in banking, besides many
very important industries and enterprises of the

Lehigh Valley. Born in Pike County, Pa., Oc-

tober 15, 1829, he was a son of John J. Linderman,
of Scotch descent, the latter being a physician and
actively engaged in the practice of medicine for

over half a century in Pike County. The mother
of our subject was a daughter of Hon. Richard,

and granddaughter of Garrett Brodhead (an officer

in the War of the Revolution), and a sister of the

late United States Senator, Richard Brodhead.
After receiving an academic education Dr. Lin-

derman of this sketch read medicine with his fa-
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ther and graduated in March, 1851, at the Uni-

versity of New York with the degree of Doctor of

Medicine. He first practiced his profession at Un-

lonville, Orange County, N. Y., there remaining

until 1854, when he located in Mauch Chunk, Pa.

In August of that year the cholera carried off most

of the leading practitioners of the locality, and Dr.

Linderman had the whole field to himself in time,

advancing to a leading position among the phy-

sicians of that section of the state. In 1860, his

daily rounds and night work having told on his

health, he withdrew from his profession, devoting

a part of his time to commercial pursuits.

In 1863 Dr. Linderman became an active part-

ner in the East Sugar Loaf Colliery, worked by

Packer, Linderman & Co., and also became a part-

ner in the Room Run Colliery, worked by Doug-

lass, Skeer & Co., taking charge of all the business

transacted by the first-named firm. The coal of

these two mines, which reached tide water, was

sold by E. A. Packer & Co., until 1867, when the

former withdraw and the firm became G. B. Lin-

derman & Co. Afterward our subject took charge

of the sales, as well as managing the mining of

the coal, and spent most of his time in New York.

On looking into the matter he ascertained that all

the coal found in the Lehigh Valley was being sold

by a number of firms without any concerted ac-

tion, a state of affairs detrimental to all. Accord-

ingly he devoted himself to the organization of

the Lehigh Coal Exchange, of which he was elected

President, remaining as such until his death. In

1868 he organized the banking firm of G. B.

Linderman & Co., at Mauch Chunk, now the Lin-

derman National Bank, and two years later be-

came a resident of Bethlehem. In 1872 he organ-

ized the Lehigh Valley National Bank of Bethle-

hem, being elected its President, which post he held

until his death.

Mr. Linderman was one of the Trustees of Le-

high University. A very progressive and sound

business man, he became very wealthy, and was

one of the largest anthracite coal operators in

the state. He was a Director in the Lehigh Val-

ley Railroad, held the position of General Man-

ager of the Bethlehem Iron Company, and was

interested in many other corporations, and few en-

35

terprises were established in this section without

his support. September 28, 1885, he was called

from this life, and his death was a great loss to his

numerous friends and to those to whom he had ever

been kind and ready to lend a helping hand. In

1856 Mr. Linderman married Lucy, daughter of

Judge Asa Packer. Of this union were born the

following children: Asa and Harry, who both died

in infancy; and Sallie, Robert and Garrett.

«§). .-®J
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WELCOME NILES POWELL, M. D.

This honored member of the medical

profession, whose reputation is estab-

lished in Allentown, makes' a specialty of treating

diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat. He is also

a surgeon of considerable note, and bids fair to

stand at the head of the profession in the near fu-

ture. His home is in the city of his birth, he hav-

ing been born in Allentown, October 20, 1861.

His parents, Edmond F. and Etnma C. (Horn)

Powell, were also natives of Allentown, and the

former died in 1885, while residing in Nebraska.

The latter is still living and makes her home in

Allentown.

The paternal grandfather of our subject, Wel-

come B. Powell, was born in Burlington, Vt., and

in 1838 settled in Allentown, where he has since

made his home. During the long period of his

residence here he has taken an active part in pub-

lic affairs and contributed liberally of his means

toward the promotion of every worthy enterprise.

A man of sterling qualities and excellent habits, he

occupies a high position in the esteem of all who

know him. Notwithstanding the fact that he is now

eighty-one years of age, he is still engaged is bus-

iness, being the owner of a large agricultural im-

plement store. The Powell family originated in
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Wales, and was first represented in America dur-

ing the days of Ethan Allen, when they settled in

the Green Mountain State. The maternal grand-

parents of our subject were William and Caroline

Horn, the former of whom was born in Lehigh

County and was a hatter by trade.

In the public schools of Allentown the subject

of this sketch received a good education, and in

1879 was graduated from the high school. He had

long cherished the hope of becoming a physician,

and in order to carry out that plan he entered the

Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia, from

which institution he received the degree of Doctor

of Medicine in 1882.

When seeking a location Dr. Powell went West

to Platte Centre, Neb., where he opened an office

and began the practice of his profession. Remain-

ing there until 1885, he returned to Pennsylvania

and entered the Jefferson Hospital in Philadelphia,

where he practiced for the succeeding three years,

making a specialty of eye, ear, nose and throat

diseases. In 1889 he returned to Nebraska and

engaged in general practice. As the town of Platte

Centre was too small to permit his conSning him-

self to his specialties, the year 1891 found him

again in Philadelphia, where he took a special

course in treating diseases of the eye, ear, nose and

throat. Later he was similarly engaged in New
York City.

May 1, 1891, Dr. Powell opened an office in Al-

lentown, where he has become favorably known,
and is rapidly building up a large and lucrative

practice. In his possession he has a diploma of

honor, electing him an active member of the Dosi-

metric Institute of Paris, France, which honor can

be more fully appreciated when it is learned that

he is the seventh physician in the United States to

whom that distinction has been accorded. They
are conferred upon merit alone, and for great

skill in surgery.

While in Philadelphia Dr. Powell won a fine

case of surgical instruments as a prize, his compet-
itors being seventeen physicians who were taking
a post-graduate course. Socially he is a member of
the American Medical Association; charter mem-
ber and Past Chancellor of Banner Lodge No. 120,

K. of P., in Platte Centre, Neb.; connected with

St. James Commandery No. 68, K. of M.; and char-

ter member of the Junior Order United American

Mechanics, Allen Council No. 753, of Allentown.

June 21, 1883, Dr. Powell was united in mar-

riage with Miss S. Ella, daughter of the late Solo-

mon and Ella (Reinig) Bachman. Her father, who

died in 1886, was a prominent merchant of Al-

lentown. Dr. and Mrs. Powell are members in

good standing of the Presbyterian Church. They

occupy a beautiful residence at No. 936 Hamilton

Street, which is one of the most pleasant homes

in the city.

J§j

DR. WILLIAM ERDMAN, a physician and

surgeon, and also an eye and ear special-

ist of Macungie, is a native of Lehigh

County, Pa., and was born March 13, 1838. He is

the son of AarOn and Anna (Breinig) Erdman, of

Lehigh County, Pa., and was reared in Macungie.

He received his education in the public schools of

Macungie and later at Tremont Seminary, at Nor-

ristown, Pa. Still later graduating from the medi-

cal school of the University of Pennsylvania, he

located for practice at Macungie, formerly Millers-

town, Pa., and has been very successful in his pro-

fession ever since. In 1874-75 he took a special

course on diseases of the eye and ear in the Uni-

versity Medical School, and also under Dr. Straw-

bridge, a specialist at Philadelphia, after which he

returned to his practice at Macungie.

Dr. Erdman served in the Lower House of the

State Legislature during the sessions of 1881 and

1883, and has served as Burgess of Macungie

Borough for one term. As a member of the Le-

high Medical Society he has served as President,

Secretary and Treasurer of the order. He is a mem-
ber of the Masonic fraternity at Allentown, Pa., of

the Lehigh Valley Medical Association, of which

he has been President, and also of the American

Medical Association. In politics he is a stanch

Democrat.

Dr. Erdman was united in marriage to Katie S.
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Mohr, a native of Lehigh County, Pa., and daugh-

ter of Levi B. Mohr, of Macungie, Pa. They are

the parents of the following children: Linnie M.,

Lulu L. and Howard B.

JOSEPH S. HUNT, M. D., engaged in the

practice of medicine and surgery in Easton,

is a native of Sussex County, N. J. His fa-

ther was born in New Jerse)', while his grand-

father was a native of Scotland, and located in the

above state after his emigration to this country.

He was a farmer by occupation, and in religious

matters was a devout member of the Presbyterian

Church.

John Hunt, the father of our subject, was en-

gaged during his life in farm pursuits near Grat-

itude, of which place he was Postmaster for thirty

years. He married Miss Catherine Slater, a native

of New Jersey, and the daughter of Joseph Slater,

whose birth also occurred in that state. To Mr.

and Mrs. Slater were born six sons and one daugh-

ter, whom they reared to mature years and gave

the advantages of as good an education as could

be acquired in that day. The parents of our sub-

ject died at the respective ages of eighty-six and

seventy-six years.

The parents' household included three sons and

three daughters, of whom our subject was the

youngest son. He remained upon the home place

until sixteen years of age, when lie went to Mt.

Retirement Seminary, where he was a student for

two years, after which he entered Claverack Insti-

tute, on the Hudson River, taking a course of two

years. Young Hunt then engaged in teaching

school in New Jersey until 1858, when he went to

Virginia and accepted the position of Principal of

Pine Grove Academy. Two years later we find

him located in North Carolina, as teacher and

Assistant Principal in the Kernersville Academy,

which contained one hundred and twenty students

at the outbreak of the late war. In June, 1861,

the school being deserted, Mr. Hunt started home,

via Georgia Tennessee, Kentucky and Indiana.

On reaching New Jersey, our subject again en-

gaged a school, on the line between Sussex and

"Warren Counties, after which he went to Vernon,

where he taught, and later in Fredon. While in

Virginia he began his medical studies,"and in 1864

entered Jefferson Medical College, at Philadelphia,

and one year later became a student in the College

of Physicians and Surgeons of New York, from

which institution he was graduated in 1866. He
at once located for practice in Brick House, N. J.,

opposite Milford,Pa., and a year later removed to

Haiuesburg, Warren County, N. J., where he re-

mained for three years. In 1869 he came to East-

on, and purchasing a drug store on the corner of

Fourth and Northampton Streets, carried on a

profitable business until 1873.

In the above year Dr. Hunt engaged in the iron

business with his father-in-law, Peter Uhler, at the

Lucy Furnace and Mines in New Jersey, where he

made his home for the following three years, when

he opened an office for the practice of medicine, to

which calling he has given his undivided atten-

tion ever since in Easton. He has a finely equip-

ped office, and is regarded by the profession as one

of the most prominent physicians in the county.

Dr. HuDt, besides his general practice, is one of

the consulting physicians of the Easton Hospital.

The Doctor was physician to the prison for four

years, or until 188o,^when he resigned in order to

take a trip to Europe. His destination was Vienna,

in which city he attended the general hospital,

and carried on his studies for a year. The fol-

lowing three months were spent in traveling in

Europe, after which he returned to Easton, where

he made his permanent home. He has been Presi-

dent of the Board of Health of this city, and

is connected with the Northampton County Med-

ical Association, of which he has been Presi-

dent. He is likewise a member of the State Med-

ical and the Lehigh Valley Medical Societies, in

all of which bodies he takes a prominent part.

Socially he belongs to the Masonic order and

to Hugh de Payen's Commandery, K. T, and

Lulu Temple of Philadelphia. He attends the

Presbyterian Church, and in politics never fails to

cast a vote for Democratic candidates.

Dr. Hunt is greatly in favor of all public im-

provements, and strongly favors setting aside

property for the establishment of a park and in-
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dustrial school in the city. He has also been very

active in founding numerous hospitals throughout

the county, his qualities of head and heart being

duly appreciated by his fellow-citizens, who accord

him his just measure of respect.

The marriage of Dr. Hunt with Miss Annie,

daughter of Peter Dhler, was celebrated in 1868.

Mr. Uhler is one of the old iron merchants of Penn-

sylvania, as well as an extensive dealer in lumber.

i****(i
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DARWIN E. SAWTELLE, an enterprising

business man of Bethlehem, is engaged in

the manufacture of soft drinks, and has the

largest bottling works in the place. His present

location is No. 313 Third Street, South Bethlehem.

He controls a large trade, and his three delivery

teams are constantly on the road in and between

the towns of Freemansburg, Coopersburg, Heller-

town, Hecktown, Allentown, and in the different

parts of Bethlehem, where his main trade is found.

Mr. Sawtelle is a native of Chicago, and has evi-

dently brought to bear upon his business enter-

prises the sagacity and perseverance in effort which

are pre-eminently characteristic of Chicago men.

The birth of our subject occurred October 10,

1852. His parents, Albert D. and Eliza J. (Palmer)

Sawtelle, were natives respectively of Cleveland,

Ohio, and Rockford, 111. His paternal grandfather

Dr. Charles Sawtelle, was born in Alsace, Prance

and was one of the most notable physicians in

Cleveland, where, his death occurred. One of the

finest avenues of that city was named in his honor
The maternal grandfather of our subject, Seth

Palmer, was born in Canada, and settled in Win-
nebago County, 111., where he became an extensive

farmer.

Albert D. Sawtelle was one. of those who went
to California in 1849. During the five years suc-

ceeding he made three trips to the Pacific Coast,

and was quite successful. On his return he engaged
in merchandising in Kenosha, Wis., where he con-
ducted a large business. From that place he went
to Chicago, and was engaged in business on State

Street, between Washington and Madison, until he

retired from active life. His death occurred at

the age of fifty-four, at the home of our subject,

who was then living in South Dakota. The wife

and mother died in 1878, aged forty-seven years,

leaving three children, of whom our subject is the

eldest. She was a devoted member of the Episco-

pal Church.

Until twenty years of age D. E. Sawtelle resided

in Chicago, where he attended school. At the age

of fourteen he entered the employ of the United

States Express Company, with which he was con-

nected for six years. Afterward -be went to Kan-

sas City in the employ of the same company, under

Joe Shepherd. From there he was sent to Peoria,

Alton and Kenosha, and for a time ran as a mes-

senger on the Chicago & Alton between Chicago

and St. Louis. During this time he was familiarly

called "Joe Shepherd's lap dog."

Subsequently Mr. Sawtelle became bookkeeper

for the firm of Fisher, Arnold <fe Co., on Water

Street, and later was employed by G. Lasher &
Sons, and at the Union Stockyards. In 1878 he

went to Florida, and for two years engaged in rais-

ing oranges near Jacksonville. In June, 1881, he

proceeded to Dakota, buying lots, building a shanty

(for which he hauled the lumber forty miles), and

opening a store in Clark County. He also dealt in

lands, having an extensive business. For several

years he was Postmaster and American Express

Agent there. For a time he also officiated as Jus-

tice of the Peace and Notary Public. In local en-

terprises he was very prominent, and, with others,

was active in creamery and elevator companies.

He still owns farms in that locality and a large

store that he built there.

Going to Bradford County, Pa., in the spring of

1888, Mr. Sawtelle settled in Towanda and engaged
in merchandising for eighteen months. He then

came to Bethlehem, and bought the bottling works
of William Seigfried, which business he has since

conducted. His first location was on Long Alley,

then in South Bethlehem, and afterward in Beth-

lehem Heights. In the works are five machines
used for bottling, and the trade is continually

growing.

The first wife of Mr. Sawtelle, whom he married
in Chicago, was Belle Wilson, who was born in
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Canada and died in Dakota. She left three chil-

dren: Benjamin B., a gradua'te of the Bethlehem

High School and at present a student in the Lehigh

University; Marie L. and Seth S. In September,

1888, Mr. Sawtelle married Miss Nan, daughter of

Jerome B. Gillette, a native of Canada, and of

French descent. Her grandfather, Dr. Gillette, who
was born in France, was a graduate of Yale and a

skilled physician and surgeon. During the War
of 1812 he served in the English army. Late in

life he located in Bradford County, Pa., where he

followed h ; s profession until death. He was a Prot-

estant in religious faith, as have been many of his

descendants.

Mrs. Sawtelle was born in Bradford County, and

was one of eight children, there being six daugh-

ters and a son, Lamont, an attorney of Allentown.

Her mother, whose maiden name was Catherine

Kilmer, was born in Schoharie County, N. Y., and

is still living on the old homestead. Jerome Gil-

lette was an extensive farmer in Bradford County,

and also dealt largely in cattle until shortly before

his death, which occurred in 1887. Mrs. Sawtelle

was educated in the Rome (Pa.) Academy, and en-

gaged in teaching in that place. Afterward for

five years she was similarly engaged in the schools

of Allentown. She is a member of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, and was formerly connected with

that denomination in Towanda. In politics our

subject is affiliated with the Republican party, and

socially is a Master Mason and an active member

of the Maennerchor.

*—

=
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JAMES F. SCHREIBER. This well known

business man of Coplay is a descendant of

one of the earliest settlers of Lehigh County.

The family was first represented in America

by John Jacob Schreiber, who in 1733 emigrated

to this country from Alsace, France, and became a

pioneer of what is now known as Lehigh County,

where he entered a large tract of land from the

Government.

In Lehigh County the subject of this notice was

born September 12, 1840, to the union of Aaron

and Katie (Beige) Schreiber, likewise natives of

the Keystone State. The father was one of the

most successful agriculturists of this county, land

was long identified with the Agricultural Society,

in which he maintained a deep interest. His death

occurred in Coplay, February 12, 1888, and four

days later his remains were interred in the ceme-

tery at this place. His loss was deeply mourned

by his host of personal friends, as well as by those

with whom business relations had brought him

into contact.

Among the obituaries of this good man pub-

lished at the time of his demise is the following,

taken from one of the local papers: "He was a true

Christian man, of spotless character, and unques-

tioned integrity, and in allrespectsa man in whom
the fullest confidence was reposed. In all rela-

tions, whether as husband, father or friend, he was

kind, courteous, forgiving and true. He was active

in every good work, an earnest supporter of every

worthy cause, a liberal giver to the various benef-

icences of the church, and a true friend of the

needy. In politics he was an ardent Republican,

and in his religion a life-long member of Mickley 's

Church, in Whitehall Township, and several years

ago one of its Board of Elders. He was a man of

fixed convictions, highly esteemed for his gentle,

earnest and kindly nature by all who knew him.

"Modest and quiet in his deportment, he neither

courted favor nor position, nor did he shrink from

any duty; quietly and unostentatiously he dis-

charged the duties of a faithful and upright citi-

zen. Socially he was always held in high esteem

bv his neighbors. In his home, at his hearth-stone

and in the social life of his family, dignity of

manner, kindliness of speech, wisdom, and good

judgment marked the rule and law by which he

reared his children to honor their father and love

and revere his memory. He was one of those

whose 'words are bonds, whose oaths are oracles,'

who did as he wanted to be done by, and lived in

peace with all mankind. His wife died some six

or eight weeks ago, and this bereavement bore

heavily upon him. He was the father of two chil-

dren, a son and daughter, who are left to mourn

his passing away. Both lived with the parent on

the old homestead. The deceased brought his age
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to seventy-seven years and six months. He was a

son of Daniel and Barbara (Leisenring) Schreiber,

and was the last surviving of five sons of the

family."

The subject of this sketch grew to manhood in

Coplay, the growth of which he has witnessed

from a straggling hamlet to a progressive village,

the home of prosperous and intelligent people.

While his educational advantages were few, he has

supplemented the information gained in schools

by close observation, extensive reading and self-

culture. His youthful years were spent on a farm,

but for many years he has followed the trade of a

butcher, and in connection therewith devotes some

attention to agriculture. Politically he is a Re-

publican, and has served as Councilman of the

borough of Coplay. In his religious connections

he belongs to the Whitehall Reformed Church.

a'?Hr^'&^ ! 1

eOTTON AMY, a prominent business man,

local preacher, and Class-leader of the

Methodist Church of East Bangor, is a na-

tive of Cornwall, England, and is a son of John

and Elizabeth J. Amy. His ancestors were all Eng-

lish, and Grandfather Cotton Amy, in whose hon-

or our subject was named, remained in the land of

his birth and passed away before his namesake was

born

.

The father, John Amy, was born in Cornwall,

England, in 1816, and departed this life February

10, 1885. He emigrated to this country in 1881,

and settled in East Bangor, where he spent the re-

mainder of his life. He was a slatemaker by occu-

pation, having learned and worked at that trade

in his native land. The parental family consisted

of fourteen children, seven of whom still survive:

John, James H., William W., Thomas F., Harry,
Elizabeth A. and our subject. Those deceased are

Susanna, Emma, Mary, Kate and three who died

unnamed.

The subject of this sketch mainly educated him-
self, having entered the quarries at a very early

age. Here he learned all details of the slate busi-

ness, which proved of great benefit to him in after

years. In 1873 Mr. Amy came to Northampton

County, and located in Pen Argyl, where he was

employed in the quarries for about three months,

after which he went to Chapman Quarries, where

he remained for one year and eight months. At

the expiration of this time he came to East Bangor,

where he has since made his home. In 1877 he, in

company with some other business men of East

Bangor, leased a quarry and operated it under the

name of Cotton Amy & Co. Two years later a new
lease was obtained and the Star Slate Company was

organized by the same men, but only three of the

original operators are represented in the company
at the present time. Our subject, who is manager

and Treasurer of the enterprise, is also interested

in the Standard Slate Company, and is connect-

ed with the American Bangor" Quarry, of which

he was the original discoverer. It is operated by a

stock company and was opened in 1882. The prod-

ucts of the quarry are roofing slate, school slate

and general milling stock for the manufacture of

mantels, finishings, hearthstones, steps, etc.

In connection with other interests Mr. Amy is

concerned in the Star Store of East Bangor and
the Union Mercantile Store of Pen Argyl, and is

also a partner in the United States Slate Company.
He is a stockholder in the First National Bank of

Bangor and the East Bangor Cemetery Association,

of which he is President. He is a Republican in

politics, and was elected the second Burgess of East

Bangor after its organization. A member of the

Council for three years, he gave entire satisfaction,

and is now serving his sixth year as School Direct-

or, and third year as President of the board. He
is an active worker in public affairs and is intelli-

gently interested in the schools of his community.
May 28, 1865, our subject and Miss Eliza Ware

were united in marriage. Her parents, Nicholas

and Agnes Ware, were natives of Devonshire, Eng-
land. Ten children have blessed the union of Mr.
and Mrs. Amy, nine of whom still survive: Kate,

the wife of C. S. Ford; Elizabeth, now Mrs. W. A.
Bray; and William H, Moses W., James M., Edwin
J., Emma M., Martha A. and C. E. Benedict.

Our subject and his estimable wife are members
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which the
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former is Trustee. Mr. Amy is also a local preach-

er, Class-leader and Sunday-school teacher, and is

first Vice-President of the Epworth League. He

is President of the Embury Local Preachers' Asso-

ciation and was the representative of the same

to the Wesleyan Local Preachers' Mutual Aid Asso-

ciation at Hull, Yorkshire, England, June 10, 1893.

Fraternally our subject is associated with Ban-

gor Lodge No. 563, F. & A. M.; Bangor Chapter

No. 274, R. A. M.; Hugh de Payen's Command-

ery No. 19, at Easton, and is also a member of

East Bangor Castle No. 183, Knights of the Golden

Eagle. Among these various orders he has a host

of friends, and is worthy of the confidence and es-

teem in which he is held.

•s=M!

JOSEPH JOHNSTON, Master Mechanic as

the Bethlehem Iron Company's works, has

held that position since 1868, at which time

there was only one mill. He superintended

the building of the steelmill, and has been fore-

most in the erection of the various mills, and to

•his superior ability is due much of the success in

the working of this immense concern.

The birth of our subject occurred in Hoboken,

N. J., June 13, 1829. His father, John Johnston,

was born in Dumfriesshire, Scotland, and his grand-

father, who bore the same Christian name, was a

farmer of that country. Our subject's father was

a millwright by trade, and for a few years was a

resident of London. His marriage occurred in

Scotland about 1827, his wife being Mary, daugh-

ter of David Boyce. She, too, was a native of

Scotland, and her father was a farmer. About

1827 the family removed to America, the father

obtaining employment in Hoboken. While in

England he was Assistant Commissioner of Stores

for the English army, and participated in the war

with Napoleon, taking part in the battle of Water-

loo, and remaining in the army until 1817, when

he resigned. While in Hoboken he entered the

employ of the Camden & Amboy Railway Com-

pany as a millwright, making wooden wheels.

He afterward had charge of the woodwork depart-

ment, and then removed to Bordentown, N. J.,

where he worked as a pattern -nrnker. In 1845 he

became a resident of Norristown, where one of his

sons started a machine-shop, and his time was

spent as a pattern-maker. While living there his

death occurred, at the age of sixty-three years.

His wife, who, like her husband, was a member of

the Presbyterian Church, departed this life in 1887,

at the home of our subject, at the age of eighty-

eight years. Of her ten children seven grew to

maturity, but only three are now living.

Until 1845 Joseph Johnston resided in New Jer-

sey, where he obtained a good common-school ed-

ucation. At the age of fifteen he started to learn

the machinist's trade in the shops of the Camden <fe

Amboy Railroad. In 1845 he went to Norristown,

where he pursued his trade for three years, thence

going to Lancaster County, where he also worked

as a machinist, and later for seven years was a

resident of Safe Harbor.

In 1856 Mr. Johnston went to Phoenixville,

where he took charge of the machinery and engines

of the rolling-mill and blasts. He remained in that

responsible position for twelve years, or until Oc-

tober 20, 1868, when he came to Bethlehem, hav-

ing been solicited to do so. Entering the employ

of the noted Bethlehem Iron Company, he became

Master Mechanic of the works, a position he has

occupied until the present time. In addition to

superintending the building of the mills that have

since been erected, he helped to organize the South

Bethlehem Industrial Building and Loan Associa-

tion, of which he has been President since its start,

and has been in other ways identified with the de-

velopment and progress of the town.

The home of Joseph Johnston is located at No.

335 Broad Street. In 1854 he was married at

Safe Harbor to Miss Martha E. Stroman, who was

born in York County. Her father, Franklin Stro-

man, was a native of the same county, and his fa-

ther, Hon. John Stroman, a native of Germany, was

in the Revolutionary War. He was a public man,

having been Sheriff of York Ctmnty, and a mem-

ber of the Legislature and Senate. Franklin Stro-

man was an attorney, but did not engage in active

practice, turning his attention instead to agricult-
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ural pursuits. His wife bore the maiden name of

Ann Williams, and her birth also occurred in York

County. Her father, Maj. David Williams, was a

patriot in the war for independence, and was one

of the three soldiers who captured Major Andre.

He was a farmer in Lower Windsor, and reared a

family of seven children, of whom Mrs. Johnston

is the fifth.

To our subject and wife were born ten children:

J. Franklin, a draftsman in the Bethlehem Iron

Company; Mary A., who died at the age of two

years; Josephine; Angeline, Mrs. Milson, of Pater-

son, N. J.; Archibald, Superintendent of No. 3 Shop

of the Bethlehem Iron Company; Margaret, who
died at the age of five years; Joseph, Jr., a

machinist, who works with his father; George,

who died in infancy; Elsie; and William Wallace,

who is serving an apprenticeship as a machinist in

the iron works with his brothers.

For six years Mr. Johnston was a Councilman,

having been elected on the Republican ticket,

though a resident of the Second Ward, which is

Democratic. While a member of the Council he

was Chairman of the Committee on Streets and the

Fire Committee, and in that capacity superin-

tended the building of the firehouse, which is a

credit to the place. In politics he is a true-blue

Republican, 'and fraternally he is a Master Mason
of the Royal Arch Masons, and belongs to the

Council and Commandery No. 20, K. T., of Allen-

town. Mrs. Johnston is a a member of the Baptist

Church, and is active in the Ladies' Aid Society

and Woman's Christian Temperance Union work.

^l>-^<§=^

JOSEPH E. I L L I C K is the proprietor of

Peter's Mill, which is located in Hanover
Township, Northampton County, on Mon-
ocacy Creek. This mill is too well known

in this locality to need specific description, farm-
ers from various parts of the county having for
years brought their grain to be ground at this

point, as it is well known that the mill is thor-
oughly equipped with the most improved modern
machinery. The roller process is used, and the

best facilities of every description are here af-

forded customers. The mill itself is well built,

being made of stone, and being three stories in

height, including a substantially built basement or

cellar. The machinery was furnished and put in

place by August Wolf <fe Co., of Chambersburg,

Pa. Besides doing custom grinding for farmers,

the mill makes a specialty of turning out a fine

quality of flour for the general trade. The stand-

ard brand, known under the name of "Unexcelled,"

is a popular make in this section of the state, and

is known to be uniformly good in quality. One

regular miller is constantly employed in the mill,

while the proprietor attends principally to sales

and the delivery of flour. In connection with the

gristmill he also has charge of a sawmill, which

is situated at a short distance from the other.

They are both run by water-power furnished by
Monocacy Creek.

The birth of- Joseph E. Illick occurred Decem-

ber 2, 1863, in Monroe County, this state. His

parents were William E. and Mary (Kunkle) Illick,

the former a native of Northampton County, and
the latter of Monroe County. For a number of

years our subject's father ran the mill successfully,

but is at present a resident of Weaversville, East

Allen Township, where he has served as School

Director. The mother was called from this life

several years ago.

When quite a young lad, Joseph Illick was de-

prived by death of his loving mother's care, and
he was reared in the family of Josiah Schweitzer,

an uncle, with whom he remained until he had

attained his fifteenth year. In the mean time he

acquired a good general education in the district

schools of the county, in addition to which it was
his privilege for a time to attend what was known
as Schwartz's Academy at Bethlehem. Having
been an industrious student, and having secured a

very good education by means of his industry

and perseverance at his books, he concluded to try

his hand as a teacher, and though only sixteen

years old at the time took a school in this county,

which he taught for one term. Later for three

winters he taught successfully in Lehigh County,
in one of the districts of Hanover Township.

It was in the year 1883 that Mr. Illick married
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Miss Clara E., a daughter of Hugh Huber, a well

known citizen of this county. By this union have

been born three children: Beulah, Stanley and

Esther, the latter of whom died in childhood. In

his religious belief our subject is connected with

the Evangelical Association, belonging to the

church at Bethlehem, and in politics he supports

the Republican party.

JOHN H. PRICE, for many years a prominent

citizen of Phillipsburg, has made his home

in Easton only since 1892, but has already

built up a good reputation as a practical and

satisfactory master of his trade, that of blacksmith-

ing. He has a well equipped shop on North Sixth

Street, and makes a specialty of horse-shoeing in

the most approved methods. Politically he is a

Republican, and while living in Phillipsburg served

for two terms, a period of six years, as a member

of the City Council.

The parents of our subject were James and

Nancy (Barnes) Price, who were of German and

French descent. The father of the former was

born, and lived during the most of his life, in War-

ren County, N. J., where he owns and carries on a

good farm. His family numbered only two sons,

James and Thompson. James Price, a native of

Warren County, N. J., learned the blacksmith's

trade in early life, and worked at his calling dur-

ing his active career. For the major portion of

his life his home has been in Phillipsburg, and

there he still resides. He is a Republican, and has

been called upon to fill the position of Assessor of

Phillipsburg in past years. In the Methodist Epis-

copal Church, where he holds membership, he has

held the office of Trustee, and by all who know

him he is held in the highest esteem. To himself

and wife were born eleven children: Lovina, John

H., James, Alice Randall, Josephine, Winfield S.,

Alfred, Laura Peditt, Harry, Gilbert and Mary M.

James and Josephine died in early childhood, and

the mother departed this life March 21, 1889,

when in her sixty-third year.

John H. Price was born on the 7th of Septem-

ber, 1847, at Green's Bridge, Warren County, N. J.

He early learned the blacksmith's trade of his fa-

ther, and was of valuable assistance to him un-

til he was twenty-three years of age. At that

time he decided to branch out and engage in busi-

ness on his own account. He operated a shop at

Phillipsburg successfully for sixteen years, and

when that time had expired came to Easton, as

previously mentioned. There is nothing pertain-

ing to his trade with which he is not thoroughly

familiar, and the work turned out in his shop in-

variably gives good satisfaction. Socially he is a

member of Lodge No. 17, I. O. R. M.; Clairmont

Commandery No. 62, K. of M.; and of Lodge No.

26, 0. U. A. M. He is also identified with the So-

ciety of Daughters of Pocahontas.

August 19, 1871, Mr. Price was married to Lizzie,

daughter of Samuel Harmon, and to this worthy

couple three children have been born. Their names

in order of birth are as follows: William, James

and Maggie.

• g>*P : .

WILLIAM CHAPMAN. Through his

connection with the far-famed Chap-

man Quarries, situated by rail about

fifteen miles from Bethlehem, the subject of this

sketch has gained prominence throughout the

United States. Whoever labors to develop latent

resources thereby benefits humanity, and may

justly be denominated a public benefactor. Such

a one is William Chapman, to whose energy, judg-

ment, perseverance and discernment the state of

Pennsylvania in general, and the county of North-

ampton in particular, are indebted for the devel-

opment of the great slate industry.

A short railroad ride from Bethlehem brings one

to the station called Chapman Quarries. Alight-

ing from the train and climbing the hill, the first

impression received is that of the magnitude of

the slate-quarry industry. The quarry of the com-

pany is a hole over twelve hundred feet long, three

hundred feet wide, and two hundred and fifty feet

deep, which, like all vast hollows, impresses the

visitor with a feeling almost of awe. The people

of Northampton County are proud of the fact that



822 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

nowhere in the United States is there a plant so

complete as this. It includes a hoisting apparatus,

with a five-ton cable, nine hundred feet long, on

which there runs a carriage with pulley and chain.

Along this, slabs of slate weighing from four to

six tons are drawn, and loaded where wanted.

The machinery at use in the quarry includes six

engines of a combined power of one hundred and

twenty horses, eight boilers of four hundred and

eighty horse-power, two steam drills, seven der-

ricks, three diamond saws, four planers and one

diamond drill.

The slate from Chapman Quarries is of a very

superior quality, dark blue in color, bard, close

grained and tough; it absorbs no moisture, will not

fade, discolor or decompose, nor is there any loss

by breakage in transportation. In a pamphlet

published by the company appear the names of

some of the most notable buildings in the coun-

try which are built of this slate, including the

State Capitol at Albany, N. Y.; State Capitol at

Hartford, Conn.; Holy Trinity Church, New York;

Gilsey and Brunswick Hotels, New York; Chicker-

ing Hall, Grand Central Depot, and Metropolitan

Museum of Art, all in New York; and hundreds

of other elegant and noted public buildings, as

well as private residences.

The area of land surrounding the quarry has

been incorporated as the borough of Chapman,
and has a population of four hundred, princi-

pally employes of the quarry. The town has a

public school, two churches and a large number of

neat and comfortably arranged houses. The suc-

cess of this enterprise is due almost wholly to the

gentleman in whose honor it has been named, and
whose great sagacity and superior business quali-

ties have created one of the most important indus-

tries of Pennsylvania. It was in 1850 that Mr.
Chapman began operating this quarry, and such
was his success that in 1864, by a special act of the

State Legislature, he was able to incorporate the

Chapman Slate Company, with a capital of $300,-

000, later increased to $400,000. Of this he is

President and Treasurer.

The birth of William Chapman occurred on the
plains of Waterloo, at Mt. Tonenshau, France, in

1816. His father, William, was born in the. parish

of St. Peth, in Cornwall, England, and by occupa-

tion was a slater in the Dilli Bole Quarries, owned

by Lord T. Avery, who fitted up a company of

ninety men at his own expense for the English

army, our subject's father being Lieutenant of the

same. They were called to France before the bat-

tle of Waterloo, in which they took an active part,

and in which William Chapman was severely

wounded. He was taken to Mt. Tonenshau, and

was there nursed back to health by his faithful

wife, who had hastened to his side after hearing

of his injuries. While there our subject was born,

in 1816. The father, after recovering from his

wounds, returned to England, and was made
weighmaster in the quarries. His death occurred

in Cornwall, when he was over eighty years of age.

His wife, Elizabeth Chapman, an estimable lady,

also a native of Cornwall, died in 1828, in the

faith of the Episcopal Church, of which they were

both members. They were the parents of three

sons, only one of whom, our subject, is now living.

The subject of this sketch was reared in Corn-

wall, and from the time he was seven years of age

worked in the slate quarries where his father was

employed, becoming a practical workman and a

good judge of slate. He then secured employment
in Devonshire, England, where extensive quarries

were opened. John Francis (later Sir John Fran-

cis), Superintendent of the Penn River Quarries in

Wales, while visiting the Devonshire quarries, took

a fancy to him and persuaded him to return to his

quarries in Wales. With this gentleman our sub-

ject remained for seven years, and meantime suc-

ceeded in laying up a considerable sum of money.
Being aware of the fine slate to be found in Penn-
sylvania, he then decided to come to America.

In the spring of 1842 William Chapman set sail

on the vessel "Hindoo" for the New World, and
arrived in Easton, where he presented his letters

of recommendation from Sir John Francis to Mr.

Erie, an attorney-at-law. Next he proceeded to

the Delaware Water Gap, where a small quarry

was being worked, and after exploring the slate

fields he finally leased the present site with the

privilege of buying it. This he did later, and the

result is that the Chapman Quarries have long led

the way, the slate being used in all parts of the
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country. They are engaged only in the manufac-

ture of hard slate, which, as above stated, is of a

very superior quality, dark blue in color, tough

and impervious to moisture. The office and yards

of the company in New York are located at the

corner of West and Jane Streets.

At Easton occurred the marriage of our subject

and Miss Emily Carry, who was born in South

Carolina, and educated in Baltimore. They be-

came the parents of seven daughters and four sons,

one of whom is deceased. Mrs. Chapman was an

accomplished lady, a devoted wife and mother,

and at her death in 1883 she left many friends to

mourn her loss. In politics Mr. Chapman is a

Democrat, and fraternally is a Master Mason. In

religion he adheres to the faith of the Episcopal

Church, being a member of that denomination in

Bethlehem.

£F

FRANK T. L. KEITER, attorney-at-law of

Allentown and Alderman of the Seventh

Ward, was born in the city which is still

his home, August 11, 1864. His grandfather was

Casper Keiter, and his father was Aaron E. Kei-

ter. The latter was a native of Allentown, and

after attaining his majority turned his attention

to agricultural pursuits, which he followed during

the greater part of his life. He was united in mar-

riage with Miss Susan Mohr, a native of Lehigh

County, and a daughter of Daniel B. Mohr. They

became the parents of two children, both sons,

Rev. William D. C, who is now pastor of Trinity

Church, of Bethlehem, Pa., and Frank T. L., of

this sketch. The father died in 1887, but the

mother is still living and yet makes her home in

Allentown.

We now take up the personal history of Frank

T. L. Keiter, who is both widely and favorably

known in this community. He was reared to man-

hood under the parental roof and acquired his early

education in the public schools of Allentown, after

which he entered Muhlenberg College, where he

pursued a two-years course of study. On the ex-

piration of that period he entered the law office of

Hon. James S. Biery. It was his desire to enter

the legal profession, and under the instruction of

Mr. Biery he fitted himself for his chosen work,
and was admitted to the Bar in Allentown in April,

1887. Soon after he opened an office and began
practice in this place. He has an excellent knowl-
edge of law, and has demonstrated his ability in

argument on several important cases. He is a good
speaker, clear, forcible and logical, and is rapidly

winning his way to a front rank among the lead-

ing practitioners of Lehigh County. He has already

gained a reputation which might well be envied

by many an older lawyer.

In 1891 Mr. Keiter was married, the lady of his

choice being Miss Anna Blank, of Allentown. They
have a wide acquaintance in this community and
their friends are many. Mr. Keiter is a member
of St. Michael's Lutheran Church, and belongs to

the Knights of the Golden. Eagle. Mr. and Mrs.

Keiter have one child, a daughter, Madeline. In

his political views he is a stalwart Eepublican and

warmly advocates the principles of his party. He
has held a number of public offices, and in 1890

was appointed Alderman of the Seventh Ward by

Governor Beaver. In 1891 he was elected to the

same office for a term of five years, and is now fill-

ing that position. He has also served two terms

in the Common Council, and the faithfulness and

fidelity with which he has ever discharged his pub-

lic duties have won him high commendation. His

entire life has been passed in Lehigh County, and

those who have known him from boyhood are num-

bered among his stanchest friends, a fact which in-

dicates a straightforward and honorable career.

fr***^®^****!;
w-J-'fr'S'^gjglg'.j.'S'.s.'S'

JOHN BECK, a representative resident of

Northampton County, occupies a pleasant

home in Upper Mt. Bethel Township, where

for man}' years he carried on general farm

pursuits. Essentially a self-made man, he has been

successful in his undertakings, and his present

valuable possessions are the result of his own in-

dustry and economy. His high moral principles,

honesty and uprightness in all the concerns of
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life, and his excellent personal traits of char-

acter have endeared him to a large circle of asso-

ciates throughout the township.

In the county where he still resides, and of

which he has been a resjdent for nearly eighty

consecutive years, the subject of this biography

was born in February, 1816. His parents, Ludwig
and Elizabeth (Schoch) Beck, were natives respect-

ively of Northampton and Berks Counties, Pa.

His paternal grandfather, Jacob Beck, was a native

of Germany, and emigrated to America with his

father some time during the last century. Both
the grandfather and great-grandfather of Mr. Beck
entered Government land, the patents for which

our subject still has in his possession. So early in

the history of this state did they make settlement

here that they were occasionally obliged to cross the

river into New Jersey to avoid the attacks of their

savage foes.

Of the parental family three sons now survive,

namely: John, of this sketch; Joseph, a resident of

Ohio; and Ludwig, whose home is in Lower Mt.
Bethel Township, opposite Belvidere, N. J. Our
subject was reared in Northampton County, and
attended the early subscription schools during
about two months of the year, but in the main is

self-educated, having by his own efforts acquired

his present broad fund of knowledge. Establish-

ing domestic ties, he married Miss Catherine Ott,
and they became the parents of four children,

namely: Lewis; Mary, wife of James L. Rosenberry;
Emma, Mrs. Joseph Hagerman; and Amanda, Mrs.
Charles S. Butz.

In the organization of the First National Bank
of Bangor Mr. Beck largely aided, and is still one
of its stockholders and Directors. He has served
as School Director of Upper Mt. Bethel Town-
ship. His first ballot was cast for the hero of
Tippecanoe, and he has since supported the meas-
ures of the Republican party. In addition to his

home farm of two hundred acres, he is the owner
of valuable real estate, being one of the most pros-
perous citizens of the county. He is a Director
of the Columbia Bridge Company, that had in
charge the erection of the bridge spanning the
waters of the Delaware, between Portland and
Columbia. A man of enterprise, industry and

perseverance, he has contributed his full quota to-

ward developing the resources of this section of

the Keystone State. He is the stanch friend of

education and morality, and may always be found

on the side of right and justice.

WILLIAM H. WEISS, of Bethlehem,

comes of a well known family of this

city, his father having been the late

Francis Weiss, a wealthy and enterprising business

man, who was identified with the welfare of this

community most thoroughly. Mr. Weiss, of this

sketch, is popular in social and business circles and
is a genial young man, who wins friends wherever

he goes.

The birth of our subject occurred at Eckley, Lu-
zerne County, September 17, 1856, and in the place

of his nativity his boyhood was passed in attend-

ance at the schools of that locality. In 1870 he

came to Bethlehem, becoming a student in the

Moravian day school, and afterward for two years

attending Rondthaler School. Next he went to

Lawrenceville, N. J., where he continued for four

years in the academy, and was graduated there-

from in 1876. Returning home, he continued his

studies for two years longer, under the tutelage

of George Perkins, and thus found himself well

equipped with a general and scientific knowledge
for the duties of life.

In 1879 William H. Weiss married in this city

Miss Mary Louisa, daughter of Amos Lentz, a rail-

road contractor. The lady was born in Mauch
Chunk, and by her marriage has become the mother
of one son, William L. The pleasant home of the

family is situated at No. 328 Broad Street, and
they are members of Trinity Episcopal Church.
After his marriage Mr. Weiss engaged in general

merchandising at Bihgen, Northampton County,
but a year later sold out and conducted a general
store on Broad Street in this city. This business

he also sold out at the end of a year, then be-

coming bookkeeper for the Lehigh Manufacturing
Company, continuing with that firm until the bus-

t
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iness was closed up at the time of his father's

death. Recently Mr. Weiss retired from active

business, as he has an ample income from his in-

vestments, and from his share of his father's estate.

He is interested in thoroughbred dogs, having

owned some very fine animals, and at the present

time is the owner of "Sir Tatton," an English set-

ter, believed to be the best specimen of the setter

variety to be found in the country. In politics

Mr. Weiss is a Republican, and fraternally belongs

to the Order of Red Men and the Elks society.

REUBEN STAHLER, formerly a prominent

banker of Allentown, was also a wealthy

capitalist, dealing extensively in real es-

tate in the city. He is now retired from taking

an}' active part in business affairs other than to

look after his own private interests. Mr. Stahler

was born in this county, November 8, 1816, and is

the son of Lawrence Stahler, who for many years

was a prominent farmer and merchant of Lehigh

County. He was born in this county, and during

his life held the position of Justice of the Peace of

Upper Milford Township, where his death took

place. He was the son of Nicholas Stahler, who

also claimed Lehigh County as his native place.

Mrs. Magdalene (Reinhard) Stahler, the mother

of our subject, was the daughter of John Adam

Reinhard, and her family for many generations

were all born in this county. Reuben, of this

sketch, remained on his father's farm and carried

on his education in the district school until reach-

ing his fifteenth year. Then leaving home, he

went to Shimerville and began clerking in the

store of John Treichler. He remained in his em-

ploy for several years, and then embarked in busi-

ness for himself, carrying a stock of general mer-

chandise for fourteen years. In that enterprise

he was very successful, and thinking to better

his condition in a large place, in 1855 removed

to Zionsville, this county, and while there was

elected Justice of the Peace, which responsible

position be held for eighteen years. Although

still carrying on the ^business of a general mer-

chant, our subject invested in farming lands, which

he rented.

In November, 1869, the original of this sketch

came to Allentown, and accepted a position with

the Allentown Savings Institution, which he held

until May 1, 1876. That year he was made Cashier

of the Second'National Bank, and remained as such

until the spring of 1891, when he resigned and

became Vice-President of the Second National

Bank of Allentown. The volume of business was

greatly increased under his management, and the

bank is to-day one of the most reliable institutions

of the kind in the state.

May 1, 1893, Mr. Stahler. retired from business,

and is prepared to'spend the remainder of his life

in ease and comfort. He is a stockholder in the

Iowa Barb Wire Company of Allentown, which

he was instrumental ,in establishing, and was

also one of the organizers of the ^Pioneer Silk

Mill of Allentown, in which he still holds stock.

He likewise has an interest in the Keystone Silk

Mills at Emaus, this county, and is the owner of

much valuable real estate in the city.

March 5, 1843, Reuben Stahler was united in

marriage with Miss Diana Engelman, a native of

this county, and the daughter of Andrew Engel-

man, a farmer and miller by occupation. They

are both members in good standing of the Evan-

gelical Church. Mr. Stahler is deeply interested

in the welfare of his community, and in addition

to what he has done is at all times ready to bear

his part in all those movements which will enhance

its material, educational and moral prosperity. He

has succeeded well in worldly affairs, and is able

to surround himself and family with all of the

luxuries of life.

r^=

DAVID KOCH is the proprietor of the mill

which bears his name, and which well

known establishment is located in Upper

Macungie Township. It is five stories in height,

40x60 feet in dimensions, and was remodeled in

1856, the original part of the mill having been

built over a century ago. The old process of burr-
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stones was used in the mill until. 1891, when the

roller system was put in, and our subject is now
enabled to manufacture twenty-four barrels of

flour in twenty-four hours. He lias a large custom

and merchant trade, and his mill is in operation

night and day.

He of whom we write purchased his milling

plant in the fall of 1887 from William Mann
& Co., of Philadelphia, and he has siuce con-

tinued to operate it with fair success. It is run by

water-power, the machinery being propelled by

two overshot wheels of the old kind, which is

equal to twenty-four-horse power.

David Koch, of this sketch, is a native of South

Whitehall Township, and the date of his birth was

March 15, 1832. He is the son of Solomon and

Sallie Koch, likewise natives of this county, while

his great-grandfather, Henry by name, came from

Germany. He was an old settler of Upper Macun-
gie Township, where he lived to the remarkable

age of ninety-one years. Our subject was trained

to farm pursuits on his father's estate, and, like all

lads of that early day, pursued his studies in the

log cabin schoolhouse. He made his home for

three years on the farm which his grandfather pur-

chased over one hundred and thirty-six years

ago.

In 1856 the original of this sketch learned the

trade of a carpenter, which he followed for eight

years, and then began manufacturing pumps, hav-

ing his factory located in Whitehall Township. He
was engaged in this business for many years, at

the same time carrying on farm pursuits. In 1872
he changed his location to Upper Macungie Town-
ship, which has since been his place of residence.

Besides this enterprise Mr. Koch also owns a saw-
mill, which he has conducted successfully for sev-

eral years, and in both establishments he gives em-
ployment to three men. The sawmill is fitted out
with an " up-and-down " saw and turns out about
six hundred feet of lumber daily.

The lady to whom our subject was married in

1857 was Miss Sarah Stoudt. She was born in

Salisbury Township, this county, and is a daughter
of Henry and Catherine Stoudt, also natives of
this county, but who are now deceased. Their
union has been blessed by the birth of six chil-

dren, namely: Amanda, Mrs. George Harpster;

Victoria, the wife of Amos Weida; Benjamin, who
married Clara Hiskey, of Lower Macungie Town-

ship; Sarah, Mrs. Oscar Guth; Edwin S., who mar-

ried Alverta Saeger; and Caroline.

Besides his milling property Mr. Koch owns fif-

teen acres of land, which he cultivates to the best

advantage. He has ever taken a warm interest in

the development of his county, and classes his

friends among the best residents of this section.

He is an official member of the Lutheran Church,

with which his wife is also connected, having

served as Trustee of the congregation at Gordon.

He is a Democrat in politics, and keeps himself in

touch with the times. Since 1863 he has been

called upon many times to serve as an auctioneer

among the farmers, and cries his sales in both the

English and German languages.

TT> DWARD J. FOX. Among the younger

y C) members of the Bar of Northampton Coun-

ty who have already attained eminence
in the profession, conspicuous mention belongs

to Edward J. Fox, who is a member of a family

illustrious in legal circles throughout the state.

He has been a life-long resident of Easton, where

he was born April 3, 1858, to the union of Edward
J. and Mary W. (Wilson) Fox. His education, the

rudiments of which were laid in a private school

and the Easton High School, was such as to fit him
for an influential position among his fellow-men.

Entering Lafayette College in 1874, he remained
a student of that institution until 1878, when he

was graduated.

Upon completing his literary studies, Mr. Fox be-

gan the study of law under the preceptorship of

his father, and was admitted December 13, 1880, to

practice before the Northampton County Bar, and
to the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania in March,

1883. Forming a partnership with his father, the

firm of E.J. Fox & Son conducted a large business

until the death of the senior member, since which
time our subject has been engaged in independent
practice. As an attorney, he is well informed,
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thoroughly posted in all the intricacies of the pro-

fession, and able to cope with every difficulty that

the most complicated case can present. In addi-

tion to his general practice, he is counsel for the

Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company, the Cen-

tral Railroad Company of New Jersey, and the

Philadelphia & Reading Railway Company, and in

various other responsible positions has rendered

efficient service.

For a time Mr. Fox served as a member of the

School Board, and is now a Director in the Easton

Trust Company. In religious connections he is

identified with the Brainerd Union Presbyterian

Church, in which he is an Elder and Trustee. In

June, 1894, he was elected a Trustee of Lafayette

College. He has a pleasant home, presided over

by his accomplished wife, with whom he was united

October 9, 1888. She bore the maiden name of

Cora L. Marsh, and is a daughter of the late W.

W. Marsh, of Schooley's Mountain, N. J., and a

granddaughter of Gov. A. H. Reeder.

«f#s€m**Mii

HENRY STE1NMETZ has served accept-

ably for eight years as a member of the

Easton City Council, and has also repre-

sented the Third Ward in the Common Council.

He is a practical business man, and for nine years

has been engaged in the manufacture of sash and

blinds, having his factory and also a large lumber-

yard in this city. He owns, besides this, a lumber-

yard in Phillipsburg, N. J., and is doing a lucrative

business, affording employment to thirty-two men

and running four teams constantly. The firm

name is Steinmetz & Zearfoss, his partner, Godfrey

Zearfoss, having become associated with him in

1885.

On the paternal side our subject's grandfather,

John, was, it is supposed, a native of Germany.

In an early day he became a resident of Plainfield

Township, this county, and devoted the remainder

of his life to farming. He was a member of the

old Piainfield Reformed Church, and was loved by

all who knew him. Of his four children the eldest

was John, our subject's father. John Steinmetz,

Jr., was born in' Plainfield Township and early be-

came familiar with agricultural pursuits. He was

also a mechanic of no small ability, and led an in-

dustrious and active life. For a short time his

home was in Stewartsville, N. J., but the. most of

his life was spent near Easton. In politics he was

a Democrat, and religiously was identified with the

old Plainfield Reformed Church. His wife, who

was in girlhood Rebecca Mitz, bore him seven

children, Jesse, Luzetta Rice, Susan Stout, Amanda,

Henry, Louisa Deltrich and Mary Andrews. The

father died in 1858, aged fifty-four years.

Henry Steinmetz was born in Easton February

28, 1839, and received a district-school education

in Forks Township, also attending a night school.

When eighteen years old he began learning the

trade of a carpenter, and served an apprenticeship

of four years. He continued as a journeyman car-

penter until 1873, when, in company with Robert

T. Horn, he succeeded Levi Bennett, who was one

of the most extensive contractors and builders in

Easton at that time. The name of the new firm

was Horn, Steinmetz & Co., and the partnership

was continued for twelve years, at the end of

which time the junior member retired from the

business. In the factory which he now operates

all kinds of sash and blinds, house and building

supplies are manufactured and kept in stock.

Soon after the opening of the Civil War Mr.

Steinmetz donned the blue and enlisted in Com-

pany K, One Hundred and Twenty-ninth Penn-

sylvania Infantry. He was assigned to the Army

of the Potomac,and engaged in the battles of An-

tietam, South Mountain, Shepherdstown and Fred-

ericksburg. In the latter engagement he was

wounded in the leg, just above the knee, during

the last charge on the afternoon of December 13,

1862. The injury was occasioned by a musket

ball, which incapacitated him for further army

service. He is a member of Lafayette Post No.

217, G. A. R., and has always in practical ways

manifested his loyalty and good citizenship. In

politics he is a Democrat. As an Odd Fellow he

belongs to Lehighton Lodge No. 244, and is a

member of Valley Union Encampment.

December 24, 1863, Mr. Steinmetz married Anna
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M., daughter of John Klutz, of this city. They

are members of Christ Lutheran Church, in which

Mr. Steinmetz is an officer. Seven children came

to grace their union, namely: Ida E., Anna (de-

ceased), Bertha E., Stella E.. Dora E., Abbie E.

and Gertrude E.

/"^HARLES G. SCHNELLER. From thesuc-

^ J cessful career of this gentleman there may
be gleaned many lessons worthy of emula-

tion by the young and admiration by the old.

Commencing life for himself at the age of four-

teen without money or influence, he steadily worked

his way upward, advancing in commercial circles

until he became the head of a large establishment.

At the time he retired, in 1888, he was the oldest

business man in Catasauqua.

Mr. Sehneller was born in Bethlehem, Pa., No-
vember 10, 1821. His grandfather, Rev. Charles

G. Sehneller, who was born in Saxony, Germany,
was sent as a Moravian missionary to the West
Indies, and later went to England, where he died.

George C, our subject's father, was born in St.

Kitt's, West Indies, in 1790, and was brought to the

United States, to Bethlehem, Pa., when four years

old. In youth he attended the schools of Bethle-

hem, and afterward, removing to Nazareth, learned

the trades of shoemaking and gunsmilhing, which

he followed for some time. Later on, however, he

was employed as a miller, mostly in Northampton
County. His death occurred in Bethlehem in 1874,

when in his eighty-fourth year.

The mother of our subject, who bore the maiden
name of Mary Brown, was born in Bethlehem in

1800, and there died in 1860. Her father, Otto
Brown, likewise a native of Bethlehem, carried on
his trade of a thread-dyer in that city. Charles

G., of this sketch, was the eldest of the thirteen

children born to his parents, of whom five are now
living. After a comparatively brief attendance at

the public schools, he began, at the age of fourteen,

to serve a seven-years apprenticeship to the trade

of tinsmithing with II. B. Luckenbach, of Bethle-

hem, Pa. On thoroughly mastering the busi-

ness he worked for a short time as a journeyman

with his old boss, and then, in 1842, started in the

stove and tin business at Springtown, Bucks Coun-

ty, afterward moving to Pleasant Valley, in the

same county, where he remained until 1848. Com-

ing to Catasauqua in that year, he erected a shop

on the corner of Second Street and Raspberry Alley,

where he opened up in business, being the first

tinsmith to locate here. In 1854 he lemoved his

stock of goods to Front and Strawberry Streets,

where he erected a brick block and greatly en-

larged his business, giving employment to five

men.

In 1881 our subject took in as partner his son

Charles W., and they continued together until

1888, when Mr. Sehneller disposed of his interest

in the business to his son. He is now living re-

tired in his beautiful residence, completed in 1888,

and situated on the corner of Third and Walnut

Streets. He is also the owner of several other

dwellings and lots in the city, and platted Schnel-

ler's Addition to Catasauqua, comprising three

acres of land, which he divided into lots. .He

occupies a prominent place among the influential

citizens of this town, and is a stockholder and

Director in the National Bank of Catasauqua, with

which he has been, connected since 1857, and of

which he is the oldest stockholder.

In Allentown, in 1849, Mr. Sehneller married

Miss Mary Heubner, who was born in Nockamixon
Township, Bucks County, this state, and was a

daughter of Henry Heubner, also a native of that

section. Mrs. Sehneller became the mother of six

children, and departed this life January 8, 1892.

Her family included Henry D., who died when in

his fifteenth year; John P., who is engaged in the

hardware business in Catasauqua; Emma E., at

home with her father; Charles W., who succeeded

his father in business; Laura R., deceased; and
Mary M., Mrs. R. O. Heilman, of this city.

Since Lincoln's administration Mr. Sehneller has

been a strong Republican. He served as School

Director on the first board of this place, and after

the incorporation of Catasauqua filled the position

of City Treasurer for fifteen years. In the Evan-
gelical Church he has held every official position,
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and served as Superintendent of the Sunday-school

for ten years. He is a man whose character and
personal attributes are such as to win for him the

confidence and friendship of the best people of

the city.

,

—^l*£P •

REV. B. J. CONWAY. There are few of

the citizens of Catasauqua better known
throughout Lehigh County than the pop-

ular pastor of St. Lawrence's Catholic Church,

who has ministered to its spiritual wants since

January, 1885. The history of this congregation

covers a period of many years, and contains much
of interest to the general reader. The present

church property was purchased, conjointly, by

Bartly Murtaugh and James Gillen, pioneer Cath-

olics of Catasauqua. In 1858, prior to the erec-

tion of St. Lawrence's Church by Father Lawrence

Brennan (named in his honor), the Catholics of

Craneville (now Catasauqua) were attended to

fromEaston until 1858. After a time a permanent

pastorate was established, Father Miller being the

first priest to occupy this position. He was suc-

ceeded by Father McKee, and the latter after

twenty-one years was succeeded by Father McFad-
den. Januaiy 10, 1885, Father Conway was given

charge of the parish by the Ordinary.

Those by whom Father Conway is personally

known and esteemed will be interested in a sketch

of his life and career. He was. born in County Ty-

rone, Ireland, December 27, 1856, and is the third

in order of birth in a family of nine children, all

of whom but one are living. Michael J. is engaged

in business in Philadelphia; Sister Winefred pre-

sides over St. Joseph's Home at Wilmington, Del.;

Maggie makes her home with Father Conway in

Catasauqua. The remaining members of the fam-

ily still reside in their native land.

The family of which Father Conway is a mem-

ber has for centuries been prominent in the Cath-

olic Church. Two of his uncles, Fathers Michael

and James Conway, both now deceased, were influ-

ential and highly respected priests in their native

diocese of Londonderry. His parents, John and

Maggie Conway, were natives of Ireland, where

the father was engaged in farm pursuits. He
made several trips to the United States to visit

his brother, Francis Conway, a noted soap manu-
facturer of Philadelphia. His death occurred at

his home in Ireland, June 16, 1893, at an advanced
age. June 6, 1892, Father Conway received a

cablegram stating that his mother was very ill.

The next morning found him on board the steamer,

"Lord Gaugh," which reached Queenstown July 4.

He reached his native place only to find that his

beloved mother had departed this life a few hours

before his arrival. After four weeks'^stay in Ire-

land he returned to the United States aDd resumed

the duties connected with his position of priest of

a large parish.

When a lad of five years, Father Conway was

brought to America by relatives, located in Phila-

delphia. For six and one-half years he was a stu-

dent in St. Charles Seminary at Overbrook, where

his superiors accorded him high honors, and after

having received a thorough training for the priest-

hood, he was ordained, June 24, 1880, by Arch-

bishop Wood of Philadelphia. Among his class-

mates in the seminary were Revs. Peter Quinn,

Hugh MeGovern, William Egan, A. Fritz, Charles

Brocktneyer and Fritz Effertz. Of the twenty-six

who entered the seminary and were ordained with

our subject, Revs. Quinn and Fritz are the only

ones beside our subject who survive.

On the day of his ordination, Father Conway

was appointed assistant to Dr. Horstmann, of St.

Mary's, Philadelphia, now the Bishop of Cleveland.

Soon afterward he was transferred to St. Joachim's,

Frankford, Philadelphia, later to the pastorate

of St. Joseph's, Laurytown, and thence, in Jan-

uary, 1885, he came to Catasauqua. He is highly

respected, not only by his congregation, but also by

all who know him, irrespective of creed or nation-

ality. He has ever manifested a deep interest in

the work in which he is engaged. Since his arrival

in Catasauqua he has remodeled the church build-

ing, paid off the indebtedness and made a number

of valuable improvements. July 3, 1892, the

church steeple was struck by lightning, but was

soon rebuilt. During the summer of 1893 Cal-

vary Cemetery was enlarged and improved at

great expense, and is now the most beautiful bury-
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ing ground in the valley. It is laid out in drives

in the form of a cross, with paved gutters, and is

most pleasantly situated. The entire work was

done under the personal supervision of the pastor.

The parish also owns a desirable property op-

posite the church, which will be used for school

purposes in the near future. It now contains a

hall erected by Father Conway for the use of the

several parish societies. When the work accom-

plished by the congregation is taken into considera-

tion, it indicates a praiseworthy spirit among the

people, and earnest and persistent efforts on the

part of the pastor. The parish includes about one

thousand souls. It has two total abstinence so-

cieties, the St. Lawrence Cadet Society for young

men, the St. Lawrence Drum Corps, the Young

People's Sodality, including also the Emeralds,

Hibernians and the lately organized St. Vincent

de Paul's Society. To this work Father Conway

has devoted himself most assiduously and unwea-

riedly, and has allowed himself no relaxation from

his duties since pastor of St. Lawrence's, with the

exception of two visits to Ireland. Since coming

to the United States he has visited his old home

several times. He is devotedly attached to the

country of his adoption and to the welfare of the

borough of Catasauqua, and supports all measures

calculated to promote the interests of his fellow-

citizens. His earnest efforts to advance the chil-

dren in religious practices are the daily subjects

so much admired by the unbiased.

Gi £M -^
=0

*C "\ WILLIAM F. YEAGER. Few citizens

^/ \/ Qf Allentown have been more closely

identified with the business interests of

this city than has the gentleman named above, who
has at various times been engaged as a real-estate

dealer, contractor and manufacturer, but is now
living a retired life. He has the honor of being a

native of Lehigh County, his birth having oc-

curred near the city which is still his home, August
22, 1833. His father, Jacob Yeager, also a native
of Lehigh County, was of German descent, and in

early life followed farming, but later was employed

as a blacksmith.

The mother of our subject bore the maiden

name of Susan Fentchamaker, and was born in

Lehigh Count}'. She survived her husband six

years, passing away in 1878. This worthy couple

had a family of eleven children, seven sons and

four daughters, of whom William F. was the first

in order of birth. When he was five years old his

father hired the farm where the poor-house is now
located, and this he cultivated for three years,

later purchasing seventy-five acres near New Texas,

Lower Macungie Township. In childhood our sub-

ject aided in tilling the soil of the farm in the

summer months, while during the winter season

he was a pupil in the district schools.

At the age of twelve years Mr. Yeager was

bound out to Lewis Ott, of Pleasant Valley, Bucks

County, with whom he remained for three years,

assisting him in his tannery and store, as well as

upon the farm. His employer was very kind to

him, stimulating his ambition and inculcating in

his mind wholesome lessons of honesty and indus-

trious effort. It was, of course, impossible for

him to attend school during this period, but dur-

ing the last three months of his apprenticeship

Mr. Ott showed his appreciation of the boy's faith-

fulness by making arrangements for him to live

with James Mann, nearDoylestown, the agreement

being that he was to take care of the cattle in the

morning and evening and attend school during the

day.

Returning home at the age of fifteen, our sub-

ject continued to assist his father until he was

eighteen, when he went to Trexlertown and se-

cured a position as clerk with John R. Schall, pro-

prietor of a country store. For one year he re-

mained in that place, coming thence to Allentown

and securing a place as clerk in the store of Kline

& Kern. After one year thus spent he had an op-

portunity to buy out a book agency, and to do so

he borrowed the necessary funds, from Benjamin

Hagenbuch, proprietor of the Cross Keys Hotel,

where he boarded. At the end of two months he

had not only repaid the loan, but also had saved a

neat sum of money.

While visiting at home, our subject was offered
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a situation in the store of Owen and Joseph Sae-

ger at $300 a year, which was then considered a

good salary. He accepted the place and remained

with the firm for three years. It was during that

time that he introduced the system for watering

the streets which has been continued ever since.

In 1862 Mr. Yeager was married to Miss Pris-

cilla S., daughter of Peter Romig. To them has

been born one son, William R., now engaged in

the manufacture of furniture in this city. In

politics Mr. Yeager is a stanch Republican. He

and his wife are members of St. Paul's Lutheran

Church.

T~7> DWARD J. FOX was for many years one

r C) of the most influential members of the Bar

of Easton, and his death was a loss to the

profession he had so highly honored. By his no-

ble life he added lustre to the name he bore, which

had already gained prominence both in Ireland and

England. There are memorials to Michael Fox,

one of his ancestors, in the Church of SS. Peter

and Paul, in Northamptonshire, and the coat-of-

arms used by Edward Fox was recognized by the

Herald's visitation. Through connection with an

insurrection in Ireland against the English Gov-

ernment the family was finally dispersed.

The first representative of the family in Amer-

ica was Edward Fox, who was born in Dublin,

Ireland, in 1752. Some years prior to the Revo-

lution he emigrated to America, and settled in

Philadelphia, where, in 1780, he married a sister of

Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant. He studied law in

the office of Samuel Chase, of Maryland, who was

afterward appointed by President Washington one

of the Judges of the Supreme Court of the United

States, and in 1783 served as Auditor-General of

Pennsylvania. John, a son of Edward Fox, was

born in Philadelphia April 26, 1787,and was grad-

uated from the University of Pennsylvania. Un-

i,
der the preceptorship of Alexander J. Dallas (after-

ward Vice-President of the United States) he pur-

sued the study of law, and was admitted to the

Bar in 1807. Opening an office in Newtown, then

the county seat of Bucks County, he remained

there until its removal to Doylestown in 1813.

June 6, 1816, he married Margery, daughter of

Gilbert Rodman, of Bensalem. The Rodman fam-

ily was numbered among the early settlers of the

Colonies. John Rodman removed from England

to Barbadoes, West Indies, and resided there until

his death, in 1686. Gilbert Rodman was disowned

by the Quaker congregation of which he was a

member for serving as Major in the Second Bucks

County Battalion in the Amboy campaign of

1776. His brother William was also disowned by

the society for taking the oath of allegiance in

1778. He served under General Lacey in 1781,

and commanded a troop of horse in the Fries re-

bellion in 1799. He was a member of the State

Senate, and was a Member of Congress from 1812

to 1816.

Locating in Doylestown in 1813, John Fox prac-

ticed law there until 1830, when he was appointed

President Judge of the Bucks and Montgomery

District. In 1814 he was made Deputy Attorney

for the county by Governor Snyder. A term of

court in that year met a few days after the burn-

ing of the Capitol at Washington. After the open-

ing of the court, Judge Fox arose and said that

while the British were devastating the country

his place was not in court, but in active service

against the enemy* Leaving the court house, he

joined a company preparing for the field, and was

elected its -Lieutenant. A man of superior talents,

he was especially prominent in the political contro-

versies of his day, and was one of the best posted

men of the state. In 1841 he retired from the

Bench and resumed the practice of law, continu-

ing thus engaged until death terminated his ca-

reer. He passed away at Doylestown April 15,

1849, aged sixty-two.

The subject of this sketch, a son of Judge Fox,

was born at Doylestown, September 15, 1824, and

at an early age entered Princeton, where he gained

a practical literary education. On leaving college

he began the study of law with his father, in July,

1841, and the day after attaining his majority was

admitted to the Bar. Soon afterward he formed a

partnership with his elder brother, Gilbert Rod-
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man, at Norristowu,but after a short sojourn there

went to Philadelphia. Some time afterward he

returned to Doylestown as a partner with his fa-

ther, and remained until the death of the latter.

June 5, 1849, Edward J. Fox married Miss Mary

C, daughter of James Wilson, of Easton. This

lady died November 27, 1871, and on the 16th of

January, 1878, he was united in marriage with Miss

Elizabeth F., daughter of Hon. James F. Randolph,

of New Jersey. In 1846 Mr. Fox was admitted

to the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, the fol-

lowing year was admitted to the United States

District and Circuit Courts, and in October, 1875,

first presented himself to the Supreme Court of

the United States at Washington. In October,

1853, he came to Easton, where for thirty-six years

he conducted a large practice. In January, 1882,

he formed a partnership with his son, Edward J.

Fox, Jr., which continued until his death.

For a quarter of a century Mr. Fox was con-

cerned in important litigations throughout the

eastern part of Pennsylvania and in the courts of

Philadelphia. Some of the cases in which he was

counsel were among the most important ever tried

in the state, calling into requisition the ability for

which he was so widely known, and bringing him

into ever-increasing fame as a lawyer. His pro-

fessional duties engrossed his attention to the ex-

clusion of official or public positions. He was never

an aspirant for office, although aggressive in the

support of the Democratic party. His services

were always in demand during campaigns, and by

his forcible speech and pleasing manner he won
many friends for his party. It is said of him by

those who have often listened to his public ad-

dresses that his speech upon great occasions reached

the very highest point of spoken eloquence, and

his power over his audiences was complete.

Without any impairment of mind or body, Mr.

Fox remained to the end the capable attorney and
active citizen* November 22, 1889, he finished

the trial of an important case. In the evening he

went to a church supper at Brainerd Presbyterian

Church, of which he had been an Elder for more
than thirty years. He went in the anticipation of

a pleasant evening, and looking forward to a busy

morrow. As ever, he was noticeably cheerful and

genial, but while seated, apparently in the midst

of pleasant converse with his friends, it was no-

ticed that his head had fallen forward on his chest.

In a few moments he passed away. Thus quietly,

peacefully and calmly terminated the life work of

one of Easton 's most honored citizens.

From friends throughout the state came tributes

to the memory of the illustrious dead. On the

25th of November memorial services were held by

the Northampton County Bar, when the members

of the fraternity spoke feelingly and eloquently

concerning the career of Mr. Fox, and his able

and upright character. The following memorial

was adopted:

"Be it resolved, as expressive of the sense of the

Bar of Northampton County,

"That in the death of Edward J. Fox, Esq., we

have lost a brother of great ability, high charac-

ter, and conspicuous attainments in the profession

of the law; but our memory will long recall the

eloquence of his lips, our minds still dwell upon his

graceful presence and courteous manner, and our

hearts still cherish the recollection of his fidelity

to courts and clients, his ennobling example, his

Christian life and his many virtues."

The Lehigh County Bar Association , in conven-

tion assembled November 25, passed the following

tribute to the memory of Mr. Fox, which expresses

the opinion held of his abilities by all who knew

him:

"In their professional connection with Mr. Fox,

extending over the last thirty-five years, he has

always proved himself an honorable and skillful

practitioner, a faithful attorney, and an ornament

to the profession. Equally distinguished in the

civil and criminal courts, he easily became one of

the leaders of the Northampton and Lehigh Bars,

which position he steadily and easily maintained.

His learning was deep and thorough; his conduct

of a case unexceptional; his arguments were log-

ical and convincing, and presented with an elo-

quence essentially his own. In trials in court he

was an opponent whose courage, industry, learn-

ing and skill made him formidable; as a man, and

aside from the contest of the forum, he was a

warm-hearted and amiable companion, full of agree-

able anecdote and witty rejoinder; in manners



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 835

straightforward, easy and cordial, he bound his

professional brethren to himself with links of steel.

Throughout his career he lived up to the highest

professional and moral standard, and his life and

work remain a shining exemplar to those who fol-

low him in the pursuit of that jealous mistress—the

Law."

#*§P •

JOHN W. HORN is one of the oldest and most

trusted employes of the Bethlehem Iron Com-

pany, and holds the very responsible position

of yardmaster. Conscientious and careful in

the discharge of his duties, he merits the high re-

gard in which ho is held by the company, with

which he has been identified for several years. He

has worked his way up in their employ from the

foot of the ladder, as he was formerly only a mill-

hand.

Born in Weissport, Carbon County, February 9,

1852, our subject is the son of Herman Horn, a

butcher and also a boat-builder by trade. He was

afterward engaged in farming in Carbon County,

and at Laury's ran a flourmill for five years. Sub-

sequently removing to Spnngtown, in Bucks Coun-

ty, he engaged in the milling and lime business

until becoming a resident of Bethlehem, about

1869. when he engaged in general merchandising

in South Bethlehem, which town he helped greatly

to develop. He is now living retired, his resi-

dence being in the western part of the city. Dur-

ing the Civil War he was a member of a Pennsyl-

vania company of cavalry, in which he served as

Captain at first, but resigned; afterward he was

made Lieutenant. Though now seventy-eight years

of age he is still active. He is a member of Fritz

Memorial Church, of which he was one of the or-

ganizers, and in which he is now a Trustee. In

former years a Whig, he has been identified with

the Republican party since its formation. His wife,

whose maiden name was Amelia Warner, was born

in Mauch Chunk, Carbon County, where her fa-

ther settled when he came from England. Mrs.

Horn died June 14, 1887. Of her twelve children

ten grew to maturity, and nine are now living.

The paternal great-grandfather of our subject was

a native of Germany, and his son, our subject's

grandfather, carried on the business of a butcher

and hotelman at Lehighton, Pa.

Until 1862 John W. Horn resided in Carbon

County, the home of his boyhood. He then went
to Lehigh County, where he 'learned the miller's

trade, and also attended the common schools. In

1867 he worked for John Sims at Emaus for one

year. Thence going to Muskegon, Mich., in 1868,

he worked in the lumber business, teaming, etc.,

for some fifteen months, when he returned to this

state, and at Laury's entered the employ of the

Lehigh Railroad Company. In 1870 he became a

resident of Bethlehem.

For a year after his arrival here Mr. Horn was

employed in Schmock's Coal Yard iD South Beth-

lehem, after which he became identified with the

Bethlehem Iron Company, first as a mill hand, la-

ter as an engineer, then as weiglimaster for several

years, and finally, in 1889, was made yardmaster.

This responsible position he fills acceptably, about

fifty men being under him in this department.

There are about twenty-five miles of tracks in the

yards, and eight engines are used for shifting.

The residence of Mr. Horn is located at No. 150

North Street, his home being presided over by his

worthy wife, to whom he was married in this; city,

January 18, 1872. Mrs. Horn, formerly Miss Es-

ther M. Ruth, was born at Hamilton Square, Mon-

roe County, this state, and is a daughter of the

late George Ruth, of Cherry Valley, Monroe Coun-

ty. Her grandfather, also George Ruth, was a'na-

tive of England, and after emigrating to America

followed agriculture in Bucks County, Pa. Mrs.

Horn's father removed to Monroe County, settling

in Hamilton Township, where he engaged in weav-

ing. In 1869 he located in Bethlehem, working

at his trade on North Street until shortly before

his death in 1881, at the age of seventy-four years.

He and his wife were members of the Reformed

Church. The latter, a native of Monroe County,

is of German descent, and was in her maidenhood

Susan Fenner. She is still living, her home being

on North Street, and though eighty-three years of

age her health is still good, though she has been

blind for ten years. Two of her sons served in

the late war. Charles was wounded in the service,
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but recovered. He met his death in the Avondale

coal mine disaster. Israel, who was also in the

war, is now a resident of Scranton. Mrs. Horn is

one of nine children, only five of whom are living.

She and her husband have one daughter, Minnie,

eight years of age.

Fraternally the original of this sketch is identi-

fied with the Knights of the Golden Eagle, of

which he is Past Chief; he is also a Past Officer of

the Knights of the Mystic Chain. He belongs to

the Knights of Honor, and also to the Bethlehem

Iron Company's Relief Association. In politics he

is much interested, having been a delegate to coun-

ty conventions. He gives his allegiance to the

Republican party. With his wife he is a member
of the Methodist Episcopal denomination, and is

active in church work, and liberal in the support

of all connected with his "denomination.-

._ J

/~y EORGE JOHNSON, proprietor of the Cat-

\^J< asauqua Steel Works, is the oldest manu-
facturer in his line of business in America,

and has been very prosperous, being now inde-

pendently wealthy. He has worked his way up to

the top from the lower rounds of the ladder, hav-
ing in boyhood started in the roller mills at Pitts-

burg, and in succession learned every branch of

the work, being rapidly promoted on account of

marked ability and ambition.

The birthplace of George Johnson is in Derby-
shire, England, where his birth occurred March
11, 1851. His parents were Henry and Rebecca
(Robinson) Johnson. The former was born in

Derbyshire, being the son of George Johnson, who
was formerly engaged in the coal business in Shef-
field, where he died in 1879. Mrs. Henry Johnson
was born in Hastings (a suburb of London), where
her uncle was at one time Mayor, and is a daugh-
ter of George Robinson, a hotel-keeper. Mrs.
Johnson resides in this city with her children, en-
joying a peaceful and happy old age. Henry
Johnson was reared in Sheffield, and early learned
the business of steel and iron work. Later he en-

gaged in business for himself, turning his atten-

tion to the manufacture of cold-rolled steel, and in

1861 located in Pittsburg, where he built the steel

works for Hussey, Wells & Co. When the Brad-

ford Reservoir in England was destroyed in 1 860

he lost his property, and landed in the New World

without anything, but three years afterward he

went back to his native land and settled his ac-

counts. For a number of years he operated the

steel mills for Hussey, Wells & Co., of Pittsburg,

and then went to Massachusetts, building the steel

works for the Whipple File and Steel Manufacturing

Company at Ballard Vale, getting it in running

order. Thence he went to Crotou, N. Y., engag-

ing in business for himself in the manufacture of

steel and iron by the use of water-power. In 1870

he removed to Napanoch, N. Y., continuing in the

same line of trade until going to Haverstraw,

where he was connected with the Sampsondale

Ironworks. About this time (1876) he engaged

in the manufacture of cold-rolled steel, being the

first to introduce this process in America,and until

1879 continued successful at that point. In the

fall of 1879, coming to Catasauqua, he secured a

good location, the site of the present Catasauqua

Steel Works, which he had only fairly started when
his death occurred, in December, 1881.

Of the ten children born to Henry and Rebecca

Johnson only four are now living, our subject be-

ing the only son. Emma is the wife of J. Ruther-

ford, of Meriden, Conn.; Mary is the wife of Noah
Davis, of this city; and Ellen, Mrs. Dr. Conier,

who was a missionary to China, where she was

married, is a trained nurse, being a graduate of

Bellevue Hospital.

George Johnson of this sketch passed his early

years in England, coming to America in 1861.

From the age of twelve to fifteen years he was in

the Pittsburg Mills, learning the process of rolling,

and becoming master of every branch of that de-

partment. At the age of sixteen years he went to

Kittanning, where he staid for about nine months.
With his father, he went from there to Ballard Vale

and remained for three years, learning the steel and
iron work in a practical manner. In 1870, going
to Boston, he was in the Bay State Rail and Plate

Mill for some time, thence going to Readville,
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Mass., where he was an employe of the New Eng-
land Iron and Bridge Company. We next (ind

him in Connecticut with the iEtna Nut and Bolt

Company, and in 1874 he came to Catasauqua, be-

ing employed as a roll-turner for the Catasauqua

Manufacturing Company for two years. For a

like period of time he was with a firm in Haver-

straw, N. Y., after which he went to Cleveland,

Ohio, being in the roller mills for three years. On
the expiration of that time returning to this city,

our subject was employed with the old firm until

about 1879, when he took charge of the Sampson-

dale Iron Works of Haverstraw, remaining there

until the springof 1881. On account of his father's

sudden death Mr. Johnson was then summoned to

this city, and finalJy decided to buy out the other

heirs and take charge of his father's business, which

he has since done.

The Catasauqua Steel Works are the oldest of

the kind in America, and are located west of the

Lehigh River, on five acres of land adjoining the

city. The main building is 36x174. feet, with an

addition opening from it of 70x100 feet in dimen-

sions. The works are run by steam-power, having

four engines, with a capacity of three hundred

horse-power. Both the hot and cold rolled steel are

manufactured, and the capacity of the mills is

often one hundred and fifty to two hundred tons

per month, this business having been built up

from its former capacity of ten tons a month.

The subject of this sketch was married near

Haverstraw, N. Y., April 12, 1876, to Miss Emma
L. Brower, a native of Jersey City. Her father,

Francis S., was born in Waverly, N. J., and was

the son of Barnabas Brower, a native of New York,

and of Dutch descent. Mrs. Johnson "s father, who

was in the employ of the Cunard Steamship Line

for many years, later became a contractor in Jersey

City, and died in New Haven, Conn., in 1891.

His wife, whose death occurred in 1872, was Char-

ity, daughter of Abraham Blaubelt, a farmer and

tailor at Tappantown. N. Y. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson

became the parents of seven children, four of whom
are living: Ernest, George C, Ray L. and Blanche.

William H., who was his father's right-hand man,

met with a most distressing death at the age of

seventeen years and nineteen days, December 19,

1893. While assisting at the rolls in the mill his

arm was caught and he was drawn into the mach-
inery. This terrible accident was witnessed by his

father, who was standing only a short distance

away.

The beautiful home of the Johnson family, which
is built on a solid rock, was finished in 1889, after

over two years had been spent in its construction

and in the preparation of the grounds. It is made
of brick and finely finished in hardwood, being

one of the most desirable homes in the city. Mr.

Johnson is an active Republican, and is a member
of the Masonic society. Mrs. Johnson is a faithful

member of, and worker in, the Presbyterian Church
of this cit}'.

^)#P •

FRANCIS D. RATJB, who is the popular

Superintendent of the city schools of Al-

lentown, is a native of this state, having

been born in Northampton County, September 10,

1850. His parents were Samuel and Mary (Dim-

mick) Raub, natives respectively of Northampton

and Bucks Counties. Mrs. Mary Raub was the

daughter of David and Anna (Huber) Dimmick,

natives of Bucks County.

William Raub, the grandfather of our subject, was

born in Northampton, which was also the birth-

place of his father, Michael Raub. The first rep-

resentative of this family to come to America

emigrated as early as 1737, and located on a

tract of land in Northampton County, this state,

which later became the site of the village of Raubs-

ville, named in his honor. The father of our sub-

ject still has in his possession the deed to the above

property, which bears the signature of the Penn

heirs.

Francis D. Raub, of this sketch, is one of the

three sons and two daughters born to his parents,

the others being: Martin L., who is farming the old

homestead; Anna, now Mrs. Charles Walters, of

Northampton County; Sallie O., Mrs. Jacob Hoff-

man, of Northampton County; and Benjamin F., a

resident of AUentown. In his boyhood our subject

was a student in the common schools of his native

place, and after attending the Easton High School



838 POETRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

he took a course in a private school at Bethlehem.

In 1869 he entered Muhlenberg College at Allen-

town, from which institution he was graduated in

1873. Then, having fitted himself to become a

teacher, he was engaged in the schools of Phillips-

burg, N. J., for two years. Later he was employed

in the same capacity in Holland, that state, and in

1876 came to Allentown, where he was first em-

ployed as teacher in the secondary school. Soon,

however, he was appointed Principal of the higli

school, and discharged the duties of that responsible

position in such a thorough and efficient manner

that he was retained for fifteen successive years.

In May, 1893, he was elected Superintendent of

the schools of Allentown for a term of three years.

Ninety-four teachers are employed, and there is an

attendance of about forty-five hundred pupils.

The marriage of our subject occurred June 27,

1876, at which time Miss Susan Heil became his

wife. Mrs. Raub is the daughter of Samuel and

Catherine (Odenwelder) Heil. Mr. and Mrs. Raub

have one child, a son, Samuel H. Socially Mr. Raub

is a member of Lehigh Lodge No. 83, 1. O. O. F.

,

in which he is greatly interested. In religious af-

fairs he worships with the Lutheran Congregation,

and is one of its most active workers and liberal

contributors.

JOHN FRANKLIN JOHNSTON, President

of the Bethlehem Building and Loan Asso-

ciation, and draftsman for the Bethlehem

Iron Company, is a member of a family well

known in Northampton County. The family his-

tory appears in the biographical sketch of his fa-

ther, Joseph Johnston, which is presented on an-

other page of this volume. A native of Pennsyl-

vania, he was born in Phoenixville, Chester Coun-

ty, June 6, 1856. In 1868, when a lad of twelve

years, he accompanied his parents to Bethlehem and
here attended the public schools. At the age of

fourteen years he entered the employ of the Beth-

lehem Iron Company, where for a time he worked

in the machine shop.

Wishing to become familiar with the science of

chemistry, Mr. Johnston, in 1873, at the age of

seventeen years, took a special course of study in

Lehigh University. In addition to chemistry he

also studied mining and milling. Afterward he

resumed work for the Bethlehem Iron Company,

and for two years was chemist in their laboratory,

after which he worked in the machine shop for

three years. At the present time he is drafts-

man in the machine shop. He has the confidence

and esteem of the officers of thq company, which

he has gained by his proficiency, honesty and the

interest he always manifests in the welfare of the

concern. Mr. Johnston assisted in designing the

monster plant of the Bethlehem Iron Company,

one of the buildings of which is a quarter of a

mile long and one hundred and fifty-five feet wide.

In the incorporation of the Bethlehem Building

and Loan Association Mr. Johnston aided, and is

now its President and one of the Board of Direct-

ors. In polities he is a Republican and exerts his

influence for that party. At present he is serving

as a member of the Board of Health. Socially he

is identified with the Masonic fraternity and the

Royal Arcanum. His marriage occurred in Beth-

lehem, September 14, 1881, at which time Miss

Celia C. Lack became his wife. She was born in

Iowa City, Iowa, and by her marriage has become

the mother of five children, of whom four are liv-

ing: Martha, Helen, Joseph and Jean. In religious

belief she is identified with the Lutheran Church.

She is a daughter of J. J. Lack, who is a German

by birth and an American by adoption. He emi-

grated to this country, and after visiting numerous

states finally settled in Bethlehem, where he has

since engaged at the trade of a merchant tailor.

In that occupation he is Considered an expert, and

never fails to give satisfaction to his customers.

JAMES MARSHALL LENNON, agent for the

Lehigh Valley Railroad Company at Cata-

sauqua, is well known among the citizens of

Lehigh County, and is especially prominent

in railroad circles. In the progress and material

development of this section he has taken a keen

interest, and being progressive and energetic, has
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attained a place among the influential and public-

spirited citizens of the Lehigh Valley.

The subject of this sketch was born in North
Whitehall Township, April 10, 1864, and is the

youngest member of the parental family, consist-

ing of three children. His father was Michael
Lennon, of whom mention is made in the sketch

of his brother, Hon. M. J. Lennon, presented on
another page of this volume. James M. was reared

in the township of his birth, and in South White-
hall Township, whither he removed with his par-

ents. His father, after his removal to the latter

township, engaged as a contractor in the stone and
ore mines. Later he went to Laury's Station, and
from there to Hokendauqua, where he and his

wife died.

When fourteen years of age James M. Lennon
began to learn the art of telegraphy in the office

of the Western Union of Catasauqua. After nine

months he was given a position in the office of the

Lehigh Valley Railroad Company at Packerton

as operator, and filled that position for five months,

when he was transferred to Nescopeck. From there

he went to Mt. Carmel. Thence, five months later,

he was transferred to Laury's Station, and finally

came to this city, where he was the first night

operator. After serving in that capacity for nine

months, he succeeded William H. Mealy as day

operator, that gentleman becoming Superintendent

of the Mexican National Railroad Company.

In addition to the duties of his position as oper-

ator, Mr. Lennon has also served as chief clerk,

and in 1890 was promoted to the responsible posi-

tion of passenger and freight agent. Under his

charge he has a number of employes, and the suc-

cess which has followed his efforts proves that he

was fortunate in the selection of an occupation.

In politics he is an active member of the Demo-
cratic party, which he has represented as a delegate

to state and county conventions. In religious be-

lief he is a member of St. Lawrence Catholic Church

of Catasauqua, to the support of which he is a lib-

eral contributor.

In Allentown, January 21, 1890, occurred the

marriage of James M. Lennon and Miss Katherine

O'Neill, the daughter of Christopher O'Neill, a

prominent merchant and contractor of that city.

Their family consists of three children: James
Marshall, Jr., Kathleen and Viola. Mr. Lennon is

a stockholder and Director in the Catasauqua Build-
ing and Loan Association, and a member of the
Phoenix Fire Company. He owns a beautiful resi-

dence in Allentown, has a comfortable home in

Catasauqua, and is interested in other real-estate

matters.

^)#G

J
OHN T. BOWER, the popular and efficient

manager for Hankins & Co., dealers in gen-
eral merchandise at Wind Gap, Northamp-
ton County, has filled this position since the

1st of April, 1893, and has had supervision both

of the sales and the purchase of stock. In the es-

tablishment are carried dry goods, staple and fancy

groceries, ready-made clothing, hardware, glass-

ware, crockery, notions, boots and shoes, and such

merchandise as may be found in every first-class

general store. In addition to this, they also pur-

chase for shipment to city markets farmers' prod-

uce, such as butter and eggs, which they exchange

for goods.

The manager of this establishment is a native

of Northampton County, born October 20, 1864,

to the union of William H. and Mary (Raph)

Bower, who are at present residing atEdelman's

Station, this county. In the public schools of

Plainfield Township he laid the foundation of his

education, which was afterward supplemented by

an attendance of one year at Trach's Academy,

Easton. His studies completed, he was afterward

engaged for a number of years as a teacher in the

public schools of the township. For some time he

taught six months during the fall and winter sea-

sons, while during the summer he usually clerked

in the mercantile business.

To the questions pertaining to the welfare of

the nation and progress of the county Mr. Bower

gives thoughtful attention, and his political pref-

erences are embodied in the platform of the Re-

publican party. However, he has taken only a

quiet part in politics, being satisfied with casting

his ballot on election day for the men and measures

which he esteems the best adapted to the welfare
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of his fellow-citizens. In his social connections he

belongs to the Patriotic Order Sons of America,

and has passed all the chairs in the lodge at Wind

Gap.

On the 30th of August, 1889, occurred the mar-

riage of John T. Bower and Miss Kmeline, daugh-

ter of Peter Miller, of Plainfield Township. One

child has been born to bless their union, a son

named Floyd. In religious belief they are mem-

bers of the Reformed Church in Plainfield, in

which they find a broad field for Christian activ-

ity. Wordly prosperity and an honorable reputa-

tion are his, and his wife shares in the esteem of

their neighbors.

HON. MICHAEL J. LENNON, the present

Representative of Lehigh County in the

State Legislature, resides in Allentown.

He was born at Laury's Station, North Whitehall

Township, Lehigh County, May 30, 1860, and is

the son of Michael Lennon, Sr., whose birth oc-

curred in County Clare, Ireland. In his native

isle he carried on farm pursuits, which he followed

for a few years after coming to America. Later

the father of our subject engaged in building rail-

roads, and was in the employ of the Lehigh Valley

Road for a continuous period of thirty years, or

until a short time before his decease, in 1882, when
seventy years of age.

Mrs. Catharine Frances (Kenney) Lennon, the

mother of our subject, was likewise a native of

County Clare, and received her education in the

town of Ennis. She was the daughter of Michael

Kenney, and was a very talented and accomplished

lady, coming of a prominent family in Ireland.

She departed this life in Hokendauqua, this coun-
ty, in 1885, at the age of sixty-six years. The
parents emigrated to America in 1847, landing in

Philadelphia. They later made their way toBelle-

fonte, Centre County, which place was the home
of Pennsylvania's distinguished War Governor,
Hon. Andrew Gregg Curtin, whose father is a de-

scendant of the house of Kenney, and therefore

related to our subject's mother.

The original of this sketch spent his boyhood

days in attendance at the district school, and when

a lad of sixteen years commenced to learn the art

of telegraphy, under the instruction of W. H.

Mealy, operator for the Lehigh Valley Railroad

Company at Catasauqua. Young Lennon was soon

proficient in that branch, and occupied at different

times positions along the entire line until 1884,

when he was made train dispatcher at Bethlehem.

He continued to act in that capacity until 1890,

when he transferred his connection to the new

Schuylkill & Lehigh Valley Railroad Company,

running from the main line at Lizard Creek Junc-

tion to Pottsville. His connection with the man-

agement of this division, continued until his elec-

tion to the State Legislature, in the fall of 1892.

Hon. Mr. Lennon was one of the three mem-
bers representing Lehigh County, and at the pri-

mary election polled the largest vote over eight

competitors. He is very popular among the citi-

zens of Allentown, and especially well thought of

by the railroad men with whom he has been asso-

ciated for so many years. In the Legislature he

served on the Committee on Education, Public

Health and Pensions, and on the former he strongly

advocated the bill providing for free books in the

public schools, and assisted in getting it passed.

As one of the Committee on Public Health he fa-

vored organizing Local Boards of Health for the

various boroughs in the commonwealth, which bill

was also passed.

Mr. Lennon has always taken an active part in

school affairs, and in 1886 was elected a member of

the board, which position he held for three years.

At the present time he is a member of the Board of

School Controllers, with which he has been con-

nected for the same length of time. In 1889 our

subject was elected to represent, the Sixth Ward in

Allentown in the City Council, and on the expi-

ration of his term was re-elected, holding the posi-

tion until entering upon the duties of his present

office. He was an active and progressive member
of the Council, and the author of several reforms in

the interest of the tax-payers. He was also greatly

interested in the establishment of a free public
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hospital for Allentown, and upon his election to

the Legislature introduced a bill asking for an ap-

propriation for this purpose.

In politics our subject is a stanch Democrat, a

member of the Board of Trade and various social

and political organizations in the city. He still

retains his connection with the Lehigh Valley

Railroad as Dispatcher of the Pottsville Division,

which in itself is evidence of his good business

management.

November 26, 1884, Hon. Michael J. Lennon

and Miss Katie, daughter of John Harkins, were

united in marriage, and to them has been granted

a family of five children, all daughters, viz.: Cath-

arine Kenney, May Agnes, Gwendolynn, Blanid

and Claire. Mr. and Mrs. Lennon are members of

the Church of the Immaculate Conception.

~^N*i^!®®@l^i^

<Tpr BRAHAM N. WOLF, a manufacturer of

/—\ mill machinery at Allentown, is undoubt-

edly the most successful man in his line

in the city. He is regarded as a citizen of excep-

tional integrity and standing in the financial

world and in the public life of the community. Mr.

Wolf was born April 22, 1837, in Northampton

County, this state, and is the son of Abraham and

Polly (Miltonberger) Wolf, likewise natives of the

above county. The father of our subject lived a

neighbor to Governor Wolf,and'was the represent-

ative of a family prominent in the annals of the

state. They came originally from Germany, and

after locating in Pennsylvania took an active part

in the establishment of the free-school system.

The mother of our subject, who lived to the ex-

treme age of ninety-two years, died in Northamp-

ton County in 1888.

Abraham N., of this sketch, received his educa-

tion in the public schools of his native place, and

after completing his studies apprenticed himself

to learn the trade of a millwright, working under

John Appel, of Easton. At the expiration of his

term of service he became foreman in the shops of

his former instructor, having under him a large

force of men. He remained with Mr. Appel for

five years, or until the outbreak of the Civil War.

August 19, 1861, Mr. Wolf enlisted in Company
B, Forty-seventh Pennsylvania Infantry, which

was one of the first companies to volunteer their

services, and was assigned to the Army of the

Potomac. Our subject was given charge of the

carpenter department of his regiment, and manu-

factured the coffin in which General Mitchell, who
died of yellow fever at Beaufort, S. C, was buried.

He was intimately acquainted with that gentleman,

and aided in laying him under the sod. Later the

company went to Key West, Fla., and engaged in

the Red River expedition under General Banks.

Mr. Wolf aided in building the dam at Alexandria.

Thence they went to Petersburg, Va., and from

there returned to the Shenandoah Valley, under

the command of General Sheridan.

September 19, 1864, our subject was honorably

discharged from the army and returned to his

home in Allentown. Thence he later went to Leb-

anon County, this state, and after a residence

there of six years returned to the city and estab-

lished his present prosperous business, in which he

has been engaged since that time. He is a man of

great genius, and has nineteen patents on different

kinds of mill machinery. In additionJ,o
t
handling

mill machinery he also keeps in his shops every

variety of plows and farm machinery, for which

he finds a ready market throughout the Lehigh

Valley.

Our subject is a stockholder in the Allentown

Lock Works, and in 1876 was elected Councilman

of the First Ward, which position he held for eight

years. In his political relations he is a strong Re-

publican, and always takes an active interest in all

public affairs which will prove of benefit to the

community.

In 1859 Mr. Wolf and Miss Susan A., daughter

of Emanuel Trexler, were united in marriage. The

parents of Mrs. Wolf were natives of the Lehigh

Valley, but were residing in Allentown at the time

of her marriage. By her union with our subject

three children were born: Fairman M., located at

Seigfried's Bridge, this county; Abraham L., en-

gaged in business in Mj'erstown, Lebanon County;

and Nora, the wife of Richard Schafer, of Allen-
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town. Mrs. Wolf departed this life January 28,

1893, at her home at the corner of Second and

Walnut Streets. In religious affairs our subject

is a prominent member of St. John's Lutheran

Church.

Cpr LEXANDER WILSON BUTLER, who died

/—\ in the month of April, 1889, was for many
years one of the most prominent and

highly respected citizens of Mauch Chunk. He
was born in Columbia County, Pa., April 7,

1826, and was the youngest of a large family.

While he was still an infant his parents removed
to Mauch Chunk. The little mountain town had
but few educational advantages, and all the school-

ing that Mr. Butler ever enjoyed was under the

care of an eccentric Irishman named "Jimmy"
Nolan, who taught the boys and girls of Mauch
Chunk at that time. Some of the most prominent
men in the Lehigh Valley, however, were gradu-
ates of his establishment.

While hardly more than a boy, our subject be-

came a clerk in a store at Maria Furnace, now
known as Harrity, in Carbon County. He after-

ward became bookkeeper at the Mauch Chunk
Foundry store. When the Mauch Chunk Bank
was organized in 1855, he was appointed its book-
keeper, and held this position until the organiza-
tion of the First National Bank of Mauch Chunk,
when he was made Cashier. He was subsequently
elected Vice-President, which office he held at the
time of his death. He was thus closely identified

with the banking business in Mauch Chunk for a
period of thirty-four years.

Mr. Butler took a prominent part in all that per-
tained to the welfare of the community, and was
identified with many of its leading enterprises.
He was also one of its most liberal and public-
spirited citizens. Always greatly interested in the
prosperity of Mauch Chunk, and in everything
concerning its welfare, it was owing very largely
to his energetic efforts that Concert Hall was
erected. He made a liberal subscription himself,
urged others to contribute, and when the neces-

sary $30,000 was raised, wholly by voluntary sub-

scriptions, the responsibility of the erection and

furnishing of the building was placed in his hands.

For nearly a quarter of a century Mr. Butler

was one of the most prominent and devoted mem-
bers of St. Mark's Episcopal Church, and for many
years a Vestryman and the Treasurer of the par-

ish. His life was ever in harmony with his pro-

fession, his entire career being straightforward,

just and honorable to the last degree. Of a cheer-

ful, social disposition, his courtesy and genial na-

ture endeared him to all his neighbors and friends,

and be left to his family the priceless heritage of

an honorable name and an unblemished character.

In 1849 Mr. Butler married Anna M., daughter

of John Richards, an iron master of New Jersey,

by whom he had five children, namely: William

R; Harry A.; Elizabeth, wife of Laird H. Bar-

ber; Fanny and Mary. Mr. Butler's death was
mourned by the entire community and his memory
is greatly revered by all who knew him.

MMI^- -8-

FRANKLIN KOEHLER, the subject of the

following sketch, can certainly look back

upon a busy life and feel that his labors

have not been in-vain. When success crowns the vic-

tor in a struggle reward is due, and Mr. Koehler
receives his reward in the peace and plenty which
surround his declining years, and the rest he can
now take after the hard fight against adverse cir-

cumstances and poverty. During his more active

years lie was one of the prominent farmers of

Whitehall Township, but he is now living retired

near the city of Allen town.

Our subject is a native of this county, and was
born April 27, 1837, to Samuel and Abba (Schrei-

ber) Koehler, also natives of this state. The fa-

ther died when our subject was a small boy, and
was followed to the better land by his wife, whose
decease occurred a few months later. Being thus
deprived of the care of his parents, young Frank-
lin went to live in the family of Jacob Schreiber,
who was at that time residing near Coplay, and
there remained for two years. He began when
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very young to make his own way in the world,

and was employed in working on other people's

farms until eighteen years of age, when he followed

the miller's trade, which he had learned, for about

four years. At the end of that time he found

that farm pursuits were more to his liking, and ac-

cordingly purchased property in Whitehall Town-

ship, on which he located, and was very success-

fully engaged in its cultivation. As might be ex-

pected from one who was so early thrown upon

his own resources, he was permitted to obtain only

a very limited education, and can therefore be

very truly called self-made.

Miss Susan Newhard became the wife of our

subject in 1856. She became the mother of six

children, namely: Emma J., Mary A. (wife of Ly-

man Howe), Joseph, William, Robert and Gertrude.

Mr. Koehler owns over one hundred and thirty

acres of valuable land just outside the city limits

of Allentown, which is the result of his arduou s

work, and here he is spending the declining

years of his life.

Mr. Koehler is a member of Zion Reformed

Church at Allentown. He is a stanch Democrat in

politics, and is well known throughout the county

where his life has been passed and where he is held

in high esteem.

TT> DWARD F. STEWART, a well known citi-

l C) zen and retired business man of Easton,

and who for a number of years has occu-

pied the.position of President of the First National

Bank of this place, is a native of Northampton

County, and was born in Easton, October 19,

1819. Mr. Stewart is of Scotch descent, and his

ancestors settled in Pennsylvania and New Jersey

in an early day. Thomas Stewart, the grandfather

of our subject, in whose honor the village of

Stewartsville was named, carried on farming near

that place, and at the same time attended to the

duties of Associate Judge of the County Court.

He was a man of influence and very prominent in

the community, taking an active part in all public

affairs, and being looked up to as a man of more

than ordinary intelligence. He belonged to the

"good old Whig party" in his day, and was loyal

and true in all relations of life. He was an ex-

emplary member of the Presbyterian Church, of

which he was an Elder. He passed away some

years ago and is buried in the cemetery near his

old home.

John Stewart, the father of Edward F., was born

on the old homestead in New Jersey, and emi-

grated to Pennsylvania in an early day, settling

in Easton, where he embarked in the mercantile

business, in which occupation he continued for a

number of years. Later he formed a partnership

with Charles Rodenbough, and established a nail

and wire mill, and in this enterprise was very suc-

cessful. He was also President of the First National

Bank of Easton, and was a public-spirited man,

closely identified in many ways with the upbuild-

ing of the entire community. In politics he was

first a Whig and afterward a Republican. He was

an Elder in the Presbyterian Church, of which he

was a valued member.

The subject of this sketch was born and reared

in Easton, and received a liberal education in his

youth. Early entering the business field, for a

great many years he was actively engaged in the

arduous duties that fall to the lot of every business

man. For some time now, however, he has been

practically retired from active service, although

still holding the responsible position of President

of the First National Bank of Easton. He is also

connected with the Stewart Wire Company, is a

member of the Board of Trustees of the Northamp-

ton Mutual Fire Insurance Company, and has

been identified with the School Board for over

twenty-five years. He was formerly a member of

the. Board of Trustees of Lafayette College.

Mr. Stewart was united in marriage in 1847

with Miss Margaret K., a daughter of A. D. Runkle,

of Easton. This union has been blessed by the

birth of two daughters: Laura, the wife of Dr. H.

D. Lachenour, of Easton; and Ella, the wife of

Rev. Henry M. Baum, a clergyman of the Episco-

pal Church. In his political views our subject is

a Republican, and well acquainted with the politi-

cal questions of the day. He has always taken an

active interest in school affairs, and the cause of
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education finds in him a warm friend. By his own

well directed efforts, and through the legitimate

channels of business, he has achieved success and

acquired a competency, which now enables him to

lay aside all care and live retired in the enjoyment

of the fruits of his former toil.

< "\ S)ILLIAM B. CLARK, the owner of a

V/V/ ^ ne " very stable in Catasauqua, is also

engaged in building and contracting,

and is regarded as one of the most successful busi-

ness men of the place. He is a native of Catasau-

qua, and was born June 11,1864. His father, John,

was a native of Edinburgh, Scotland, and his

grandfather, John, Si'., was born in the North of

Ireland, removing thence to Scotland and coming

from there to America. His first and only position

in this country was with the Crane Iron Companjr,

of Catasauqua, with whom he remained until his

death, having for many years been boss founder.

The father of our subject was educated in Ml.

Holly, N. J., after which he accepted a position as

engineer in the Crane works, where he was em-

ployed at the time of his decease, in 1864, when
only thirty years of age. His wife, who prior to

her marriage was Carrie Horn, was born in Allen-

town, and was a daughter of William Horn, a prom-
inent merchant of that city. Mrs. Clark departed

this life in Quincy, Pa., and was buried in Allen-

town.

William B., the only child of his parents, was
educated in the schools of Allentown and Catasau-
qua, and afterwards began to work in the boiler

shops of Daniel Milton. Later, however, he began
traveling on the road in the interest of a drug
house, which occupation he carried on for three

years. Next we find him engaged in the patent-
milk business, in which he was very successful, and
he followed that line of work until the man with
whom he had a contract to furnish him the milk
failed to perform his part of the bargain.

December 12, 1888, Mr. Clark, together with
a Mr. Rober, embarked in the livery business, the

partnership existing until February of the follow-

ing year, when Mr. Rober sold his interest to

another party. June 8, 1889, Mr. Clark became

sole proprietor of the livery, which he has since

carried on alone. He built his present barn, 45x95

feet in dimensions, and situated on Second Street.

He keeps constantly on hand from six to ten teams,

has eight single rigs, besides numerous cabs, carri-

ages, coupes, etc. The livery is the oldest in the

city, having been established some time in the

'40s, but has changed hands several times. In his

stable Mr. Clark has a bay stallion, "Cecil," sired

by "St. Ormand," whose record is 2:29£. It is two

years old and is one of the finest animals in the city.

The lady whom our subject married in 1888 was

Miss Annie V., daughter of William T. Snyder, an

old settler in this locality, and at present engaged

with McKee, Fuller & Co. They are the parents of

a daughter, Carrie. Socially Mr. Clark is promi-

nent in the Order of Odd Fellows. He belongs to

the Phoenix Fire Company, and furnishes all the

horses when the companj- is called in case of fires.

In politics he is a Republican, and is one of the

most enterprising and substantial residents of the

citv.

*i T f) ALTER E. COX creditably and satis-

^/ \^/ factorily fills the important position of

Line Agent of the Lehigh Valley Coal

Company, having charge of the sale of all coal in

this department. A member of Fountain Hill Bor-

ough Council, he is identified with the progress of

the city, and in many ways has shown his interest

in the welfare of his townsmen.

John P. Cox, the father of our subject, was born

in England, and with his parents set sail for the

United States when a youth. On arriving in New
York City, they at once proceeded to Susquehanna
County, and later the young man located at Mauch
Chunk, Carbon County, being there engaged in

the coal business with Judge Packer. He had re-

ceived a good education as a civil engineer, and
was made superintendent and engineer of the Buck
Mountain Coal Company at Drifton, with office at
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Rockport, Pa., where he was located for eleven

years. Subsequently he became connected with

the Lehigh Valley Road, at the time it was being

built, and was made Assistant Superintendent of

the company. Still later he was Superintendent of

the Pennsylvania & New York Canal and Railroad

Company, holding the same important position un-

til his death, in December, 1870, at Towanda, Pa.,

of which place he had been a resident for several

years. His wife, Mary Sayre, is a sister of Robert

H. Sayre, Second Vice-President of the Lehigh

Valley Railroad, and a daughter of William H.

Sayre, a native of Borden town, N. J. The latter

located in Mauch Chunk in 1829, and was for

many years identified with the Lehigh Valley Coal

and Navigation Company. His father, Dr. Francis

B. Sayre, was a distinguished physician and prom-

inent man in the Quaker City. Mrs. Mary Cox,

our subject's mother, who was born in Phila-

delphia, is still living and a resident of South

Bethlehem. Both she and her husband were Epis-

copalians. Their five children are all living, one

son, John S., being chief chemist for the Scranton

Steel Company.

Walter E. Cox was born in Mauch Chunk in

1844, and attended the common schools of Bethle-

hem. His education was further advanced in the

Polytechnic Institute of Troy, N. Y., where he

completed the civil engineering course. His first

active employment was as engineeron the corps of

the Lehigh Valley Railroad and its branches, about

Ave years in all. In 1866 he became Superintend-

ent of a coal company in Monocacy City, and for a

few years afterward was a coal operator. In 1880

he became Line Agent of the Lehigh Valley Coal

Company, the duties of which office he has effici-

ently discharged for fifteen years. His entire time

and attention are given to the extension of the

business, and to the furthering of the best interests

of the company, by whom he is held in great

esteem.

A marriage was celebrated in Philadelphia, in

1869, by which Miss Georgiana Wetherill became

the wife of Walter E. Cox. Mrs. Cox is a daugh-

ter of Samuel and Sarah (Chattin) Wetherill, na-

tives of Philadelphia, Pa., of which city her grand-

father, John Price Wetherill, was one of the most

prominent citizens. The pleasant home of Mr.

and Mrs. Cox is located on Seneca Street, South

Bethlehem. Mrs. Cox is a native of Jersey City,

and is a lady of culture and refinement. By her

marriage with our subject she became the mother

of five children, who are called respectively: W.

Wetherill, William J., Sara M., Eugenia M. and

M. Edith. The parents are members of the Epis-

copal Church, and occupy an enviable position in

the best social circles of the place where they make

their home.

PETER G. MEYER, a representative farmer

and well known citizen of Plainfield, is a

native of Washington Township, North-

ampton County, and was born October 2, 1833.

He is of German descent, and the son of George

and Susanna (Kessler) Meyer, natives of the same

place. The Meyer family were among the early

settlers of this county, and it is said that the great-

grandfather of our subject was the founder of the

Meyer family in Pennsylvania. He emigrated

from Germany to the United States, making his

home in Northampton County when there were

but few white men in the state.

George Meyer, the father of our subject, who was

born in Lower Saucon, and reared in what is

now known as Washington Township, was a wheel-

wright by occupation. He departed this life No-

vember 23, 1876, at the age of eighty-three years.

Of his children four survive. Isaac now resides in

Dane County, Wis.; Ann E. is the wife of Abram

Cressman, of Bangor, this state; Peter, of Plainfield,

and Thomas, of Washington Township, are farm-

ers. At various times the father held different

offices of the township, and was a highly respected

and valued member of the Lutheran Church.

Peter Meyer, the subject of this sketch, was

reared to manhood in Northampton County, and

from his youth has always been engaged in agri-

cultural pursuits. In his boyhood days he at-

tended the district schools in the vicinity of his

home when he could be spared from the duties on

the farm, but the advantages offered the youth in

those days were not so good as at the present, and
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therefore his education was limited. He studied

and read a great deal in after years,and is practically

self-made. Our subject is the possessor of one

hundred and twenty-nine acres of fine farming

land, all of which bears first-class improvements.

A large and beautiful residence stands on the

estate, with commodious barns and outbuildings,

and a number of fine cattle and horses are also

to be found on the place, the whole appearance of

which shows him to be a progressive farmer.

Mr. Meyer and Miss Margaret Stocker were mar-

ried February 26, 1860, and to them eight children

have been born, namely: Ervin J., Mary S., Elmer,

Andrew J., George A., Laura S., Agnes E. and

Annie M. Mr. and Mrs. Meyer are valued mem-
bers of the Lutheran Church, and give liberally of

their means to the support of the same. They are

among the first in all good works, and ever ready

to help the sick and need}'. He is public-spirited

and enterprising, and his prosperity and the posi-

tion which he occupies are mamly due to his own ef-

forts and honesty. The community in which he

lives has for a long time looked upon him as one of

their leading citizens. He is highly respected and

enjoys the confidence of the neighbors and a host

of friends.

ry ACHARY TAYLOR, of Easton, is a mem-

£Q ber of the firm of Z. Taylor & Son, who
carry on a large furniture and upholster-

ing business and are the leading undertakers in

the city. Mr. Taylor is a thorough master of the

upholstering business, and has given his attention

to this work for over twenty years. It is now
about ten years since he removed his office and
storerooms to No. 524 Northampton Street, and
the financial ability he has exercised has been
rewarded with prosperity.

John Taylor, the paternal grandfather of our
subject, came to the United States from England.
He was a school teacher by profession and had fol-

lowed that vocation prior to leaving his native
land. His wife, a native of Germany, was in hpr
girlhood Miss Mary Deri'. Her parents, on com-
ing from the Fatherland, where they had resided

near Heidelberg, were residents of Saueon Town-

ship, Northampton County. Jacob, Alexander

and George, the three eldest sons of John and

Mary Taylor, went to Ohio in 1853. Their other

children were Samuel, John, and Elizabeth, who be-

came the wife of Emanuel Thume. The father of

this family, who was a man of fine educational at-

tainments, died when in his seventy-first year.

John, the father of Zachary Taylor, was born in

Bethlehem Township, Northampton County. For

about a quarter of a century he worked on a canal

and became quite well-to-do. He was a Whig, and

in religion was a member of the Reformed Church.

His wife was before her marriage Mary Stametz.

Their family numbered twelve children: Sabina,

Mrs. Samuel Waltman; Mrs. Lucie Kid.d; Malinda,

Mrs. Jones; John, Salomi, Zachary, Mary, Emma;
Elizabeth, whose death resulted from an accident

in her eighth year; and Cornelius, Samuel Henry
and Polly, all of whom died in infancy. The fa-

ther died in 1874, aged sixty-eight years, while his

wife, whose death occurred September 3, 1886, had

attained the age of seventy-six years, eleven

months and four days.

Our subject was born October 10, 1847, in

Easton, and until he was about thirteen years

old he pursued his studies in the public schools of

South Easton. For the next seven years he worked
as a tow boy on a canal. In 1862 he became a

clerk in a grocery at South Easton, but. for two
years prior to this had been employed in Steward's

Iron Mill, of the same place. The youth next

took up the trade of upholstering, and was the

first to complete an apprenticeship at this business

in Easton. In 1872 he formed a partnership with

William Fulmer, under the firm name of Taylor &
Fulmer, and thus they continued to do business

until the spring of the following year, when Amos
Davis was admitted as a partner. The new firm

of Taylor, Fulmer & Co. operated only until the

fall of 1873, when Mr. Fulmer withdrew and lo-

cated on Fourth Street. The old firm name was
then changed to Davis & Taylor, and the business

continued until 1878 at No. 446 Northampton
Street. Mr. Davis then withdrew from the part-

nership and Mr. Taylor succeeded to the entire

business, which he carried on alone for about two
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years. From 1880 until 1884 Mr. Davis was once

more a member of the firm, their trade being

mainly in general furniture and supplies. At the

date last mentioned Mr. Davis once more sold out

his interest, and Mr. Taylor was alone until 1893,

when his son, H. B. Taylor, became interested

with him. In 1887 the undertaking business was

added to their furniture trade, and in this depart-

ment they have been very successful as well as in

the other branch. Our subject has been at vari-

ous times connected with local industries and en-

terprises, as a man of good business judgment, and

he is well liked by all who know him.

December 14, 1869, Mr. Taylor was united in

marriage with Matilda, daughter of Jacob Hawk,

of Warren County, N. J. Two children bless their

union, Herbert B. and Sarah Edith. The family

are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church,

in which Mr. Taylor is now acting as Steward.

Politically our subject uses his ballot in favor of

the Republican party. Socially he is a Mason and

an Odd Fellow, belonging to Dallas Lodge No. 96,

F. & A. M., and Lehighton Lodge No. 244,

I. 0. 0. F.

JAMES SMITH, of Easton, is one of the pro-

gressive and capable citizens whom Ireland

has contributed to the United States, and

who, through energy and persevering effort,

have materially aided in the upbuilding of this

country and the development of its material re-

sources. Since 1850 he has made his home in

Easton, and during the period of almost a half-

century that has since elapsed, he has gained finan-

cial prosperity, and at the same time has become

known as one of the honorable, genial and public-

spirited men of the city.

Born in County Meath, Ireland, in 1829, the

subject of this notice is the son of Patrick and Ann

(Carpenter) Smith, the former of whom was a

farmer by occupation. He received in his native

land such educational advantages as the common

schools afforded, but the wide range of informa-

tion he has acquired is the result mainly of his un-

37

aided exertions and self-culture. He was a young

man of about twenty years when, in company with

his mother, he took passage on a ship for America,

and landing in New York, soon came to Easton.

In boyhood he had learned the trade of a stone-

mason, which he has made his life work. For a

number of years he has devoted especial attention

to contract work, which he has carried on very ex-

tensively, both in this and other states. He built

bridges over the Susquehanna River at different

places, and also the bridge over the Connecticut

River, near Greenfield, Mass., and erected a num-

ber of railroad bridges at different points. He had

the contract for the masonry elevation of the

tracks, of the New York Central Railroad in Roch-

ester, N. Y.

As a citizen, Mr. Smith is interested in all meas-

ures pertaining to the welfare of Easton. He is a

Democrat and is active in public affairs. In 1889

he was chosen a member of the Town Council of

South Easton, in which capacity he officiated for

one term. He has been a delegate to conventions,

and served as an elector in the State Convention

of 1880. He served in the Legislative Assembly

of 1890. In religion he is a Catholic, and holds

membership in the church at Easton. He is a

Director in the Northampton National Bank, and

Manager of the Northampton Fire Insurance Com-

pany.

In the autamn of 1858 Mr. Smith married Miss

Mary Sharon, and they have had a family of eight

children, named as follows: Bernard, James, John,

Thomas, Joseph, Ellen, Mary and Rose. Bernard

and Rose are deceased.

i+***/gmm,*<&**
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fy EORGE R. ANDERSON, M. D., the lead-

\^T ing physician and surgeon of Portland,

opened an office in this place in 1883, and

has since conducted a general practice, gaining

meanwhile a large clientage and establishing his

fame as a skilled practitioner. He is still a young

man, having been born October 3, 1857, and it -is

therefore safe to say that the future years will
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bring him increased honors in his profession. A

native of New Jersey, he was born in Milford, Hun-

terdon County, to the union of Jacob R. and

Jane (Fulkerson) Anderson. He was reared to

manhood in his native county, gaining his ele-

mentary education in the public schools of Mil-

ford, and later attending for a time the academy

at East Greenwich, R. L, as well as other schools.

Through diligent use of his opportunities he ac-

quired a breadth of culture that has ever been one

of his distinguishing characteristics.

Having resolved to adopt for his life work the

noble calling of a physician, our subject in 1876

began a course of medical lectures in the Univer-

sity of New York. After two courses there and

two in Jefferson Medical College, he was grad-

uated from the latter institution in 1882. In or-

der to perfect himself in the science of therapeu-

tics, and also for the purpose of giving especial

attention to surgery, he went to Europe, where he

spent a year in study. For a time he was in the

celebrated St. Bartholomew's Hospital and Medical

College, in London, England, and also attended

hospital lectures in Paris, France.

Having by these splendid advantages thoroughly

equipped himself for his profession, Dr. Anderson

returned to the United States, and in 1883 opened

an office in Portland, where he has since conducted

an increasing practice. His studies, coupled with

his accurate judgment and sound common-sense,

admirably fitted him for success in the profession.

His superior ability is widely recognized, and by

his noteworthy success in the treatment of diseases

of every nature he has gained the confidence of

the people of the city and county.

In addition to the management of his large

practice Dr. Anderson is owner and proprietor of a

drug store in Portland. He fills the position of

Censor for the Medico-Chirurgical College in Phil-

adelphia, and has held other posts of honor in the

medical fraternity. On the 23d of May, 1894,

he was united in marriage with Mrs. Mary E. Ger-

net, of Easton, and they have established a pleas-

ant home in Portland. The Doctor is a member

of the Northampton County Medical Society, and

is deeply interested in everything pertaining to

professional matters. In politics, though not

aggressive, he is a firm supporter of Republican

principles. In his social connections he is identi-

fied with the Free and Accepted Masons, holding

membership with the lodge at Belvidere, N. J.

The success which he has attained professionally is

the result of his own efforts, unassisted by fortune

or fortuitous circumstances, and proves the pos-

session on his part of qualities of a superior order.
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/^rONRAD MILLER, who was born in Ger-

\J / many, is one of the leading business men
"~~

of Bangor, Northampton County, Pa., and

few enterprises which have been started of late

years in this region have not looked to him for

support and been uniformly given aid and en-

couragement.

Mr. Miller was born in one of the Hessian prov-

inces of Germany, October 20, 1838, his parents

being John and Mary (Ashburn) Miller. The fa-

ther came to the United States in 1852, and set-

tled in Baltimore, Md., where he engaged in the

mercantile business. In former years and in his

native land he had followed farming, and at all

times attended strictly to his business affairs. He

died in Blairstown, N. J., and was buried in Balti-

more. In politics he was a Democrat, and frater-

nally a member of the Odd Fellows society. A
Lutheran in religious belief, he was kind and de-

voted to his family and a man of upright life. Of

his eight children, six of the number are living

and residents of this county. Mary is the wife

of John Hebner, of Baltimore; Henrietta is Mrs.

Henr}' Hoffman, of Ackermanville, Pa.; John C.

married Nellie Johnson, of Portland; Kate is the

wife of John Applebye, of Bangor: Charles N.

married Annie Brown, of Nazareth; and Elizabeth

lives with her brother Conrad.

Our subject was educated in Germany, receiving

instruction from private tutors to some extent.

When he first came to the United States he worked

for a brewer for $2 per month and board. For six

years he was engaged in the mercantile business at
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Baltimore, and then for five years was in the Gov-
ernment employ as Quartermaster in Washington

during the Civil War. About 1872 he began his

railroad contract work, being for two years clerk

and walking boss of the Metropolitan branch of

the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. He next took a

contract on the Baltimore Short Line in Ohio, and

afterward built twenty miles of the South Moun-

tain Road, near Harrisburg, continuing his work on

that line to Blairstown, N. J.

In 1876 Mr. Miller constructed the Blairstown

Railroad to Delaware Station for J. I. Blair. In

the spring of 1878 he built the Belvidere Water

Works, and the same year constructed the Bangor

& Portland Railway, a distance of eight miles, be-

ing then elected its President and Manager. About

this time he became interested in opening slate

quarries at Bangor and Chapman Quarries. In

1880 he continued the construction of the Bangor

& Portland Railroad from this point to Pen Argyl,

and the following year the road was completed

from the last-named station to Nazareth. In 1882

five miles of the Martin's Creek branch were built,

and in
- 1884 he constructed the Wind Gap branch,

a distance of two and a-half miles. With J. I.

Blair he invested to a large extent in slate quar-

ries, and is now President of the Bangor Union

Quarry, a Director in the North Bangor Company,

President and Treasurer of the United States Slate

Quarry of Pen Argyl, President and Treasurer of

the Albion Slate Company of the same locality,

Vice-President of the American Bangor Slate Com-

pany, President of the Wind Gap Slate Company,

and Receiver for Jackson Bros.' Slate Quarry, the

Pen Argyl Valley Slate Quarry, the Excelsior Slate

Quarry and the Diamond Slate Quarry. He is a

stockholder in the First National Bank, is President

of the Kansas City, Osceola & Southern Railroad

in Missouri, and President of the Chicago, Iowa &

Dakota Railroad, running from Chicago to Alden,

Iowa.

August 31, 1869, Mr. Miller married Anna M.,

, daughter of Andrew Werling, of Muncy, Pa. They

have had a son and two daughters: John A., born

September 1, 1872, and now a student at Lafay-

ette College; Sarah Virginia, born March 25, 1884,

and now at Blair Hall School; and Margaret Anna,

whose birth occurred June 27, 1886. In politics

Mr. Miller is a Republican, and socially he is a

member of Warren Lodge No. 51, of Baltimore,

Md. He is a Presbyterian , and a member of Blairs-

town Church of that denomination. He expects

to move his family to his new residence in Naz-
areth, Pa., in March, 1895.

^Mf^i@®@i^i*^

DR. WILLIAM HERBST, of Trexlertown,

a physician and surgeon, is a native of

Berks County, Pa., and was born in 1833,

being the son of Frederick and Catherine Herbst,

the former a native of Saxony, Germany, and the

latter of Berks County. Frederick Herbst, who
had been a medical practitioner in Berks County

for some forty years, was a graduate of Jefferson

Medical College, Philadelphia. He was graduated

in 1828, and attended that school either in the

first or the second term after it opened.

Our subject was reared to man's estate in Berks

County, where he attended the public schools. He

afterward attended Williston Seminary, in East

Hampton, Mass., and remained two years. At the

age of eighteen he began reading medicine with

his father in Berks County, and later took a three-

years course at Jefferson Medical College, Philadel-

phia, being graduated from there in 1855. After his

graduation he located at Trexlertown, Pa., begin-

ning practice in the spring of 1855, and he has re-

mained in that town ever since. He has built up

a successful business, his patients comprising some

of the best people in the town. For thirteen years

he was physician at the alms house, and for seven

years he filled the chair of botany at the college,

his lectures being usually given on Monday after-

noons, and being very interesting, as he has made

a specialty of botany and is recognized as among

the standard authorities in Lehigh County in that

line. He is a member of the Lehigh County Med-

ical Society, in which he is now serving as Sec-

retary.

Dr. Herbst married Miss Ellenora Schall, a na-

tive Of Trexlertown, and a daughter of David and
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Mary (Rupp) Schall, who are both deceased. By
the Doctor's union were born two children: Dr. H.

H. Herbst, of Allentown, this state; and Caroline

E., who is attending boarding-school at German-

town, Pa.

A man of truly religious character, Dr. Herbst

takes great pleasure in the active work of his

church, the Lutheran. In politics lie is a Demo-
crat, and socially is a member of Lehigh Lodge

No. 326, at Trexlertown, in which he has served as

Master.

HON. EDWARD H. LAUBACH. This rep-

resentative citizen and influential resi-

dent of Northampton is known in vari-

ous walks of life as a prominent civilian, able

legislator and successful business man. He has

long been influential in the political and social

life of this section of Pennsylvania, and has been a

potent factor in advancing its commercial and ag-

ricultural interests. At present he occupies the

honored and responsible position of State Senator

from the Eighteenth District, the duties of which

he discharges in such a manner as to reflect credit

upon himself and promote the welfare of his con-

stituents.

Born in September, 1852, the subject of this

biography is a son of Samuel and Lucy (Hess)

Laubach, natives of Northampton County. The
father, now deceased, during his life engaged in

merchant milling and did an extensive mercantile

business. The mother, who is still living, makes
her home with Edward II. Our subject represents

the third generation of the family who have en-

gaged in the milling business in Northampton
County. The first representatives of the family

in America were Christian and Reinhard Laubach,
who left the Palatinate of Germany in July, 1738,
embarking at Rotterdam on the ship "Queen Eliz-

abeth," Alexander Hope master, and landing in

Philadelphia September 16 of the same year.

They settled in Lower Saucon Township, North-
ampton County, on land owned by the Penn
heirs. The family have since become numerous,
and its members occupy a prominent place in the

political, business and professional circles of North-

ampton and adjoining counties.

In the public schools Mr. Laubach laid the foun-

dation of his education, and at the age of twelve

years entered what is now Muhlenberg College in

Allentown. After carrying on his studies there

for two years he entered Franklin and Marshall

College at Lancaster, where he conducted his stud-

ies for two years. His father died when he was

but eleven, and on attaining mature years, though

his natural inclinations were toward a professional

life, it was deemed best that he take charge of the

large estate left to the widow and children. Of

the family five now survive, those beside Edward
H. being Allen D., Peter J., Samuel, and Amanda,
wife of Rev. J. F. Delong, of Bethlehem.

After leaving college Mr. Laubach embarked in

the mercantile and milling business, in which he

has since been engaged. The mill was remodeled

in 1886, at which time the latest improved roller

system of machinery was introduced. The work
is done entirely for the trade, specialties being

made of the "Standard," "Royal" and "XX"
brands.

In 1876 Hon. E. II. Laubach and Miss Elizabeth

Stewart were united in marriage. The lady was
born in Catasauqua, and is a daughter of the late

James Stewart. Three children have blessed the

union, Mabel S., Samuel T. and James H.. In re-

ligious faith Mr. Laubach is a member of the Re-

formed Church. With the exception of Director

of Schools in liis native township, he never held

political office until elected in November, 1890, to

the Senate. While not an office-seeker, he has given

years of service to his party. He had just at-

tained his majority when elected a member of the

county committee of his political party, which

place he has held almost continuously since. He
has been a member of the Democratic State

Committee for many years, and often a delegate

to state conventions, in which he has several

times been Chairman of important committees.

He has also been Chairman of the Democratic
County Committee a number of times. His long
experience as a politician has been of value to

him in his legislative career, and he has been en-

abled to further the welfare of his district in many
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important ways. In the convention of June, 1894,

he was re-nominated by his .party almost unani-

mously, and was re-elected November 6 following,

this being the first instance of a Senator's re-nom-

ination and re-election from Northampton Coun-

ty. To the duties of this important position he

devotes himself assiduously, exercising painstaking

diligence and diplomacy in everything tending to

the progress of the people, and winning by his

recognized ability a prominent position in the leg-

islative body of which he is a member.

SOHfrfflBiŜo"

URIAH S. LITZENBERG, Notary Public of

Allentown, was born in Lehigh County

April 22, 1847, and has passed his entire

life in the place of his birth. He is a son of Rev.

Reuben and Hannah (Ruder) Litzenberg. His fa-

ther is a minister in the Evangelical Church, and

is now living at No. 23 South Ninth Street. The

wife and mother died in this city in 1884.

The subject of this sketch is the seventh in order

of birth in the family of eight children, six sons

and two daughters, four of whom are yet living.

As his father was a minister and was called to va-

rious places as pastor, the family lived in many

different places, and the education of our subject

was therefore acquired in various schools. At the

age of fifteen he began clerking in a general store,

and was thus employed for a short time, after

which he learned the trade of a tinsmith in Cata-

sauqua. When he had mastered the business he

went to Lancaster, Pa., where he followed that pur-

suit until 1864, when, at the age of eighteen, he

entered his country's service.

For some time it had been the earnest desire of

Mr. Litzenberg to join the Union army, and in

1864 he became a member of Company G, One

Hundred and Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania Infantry,

the regiment. being commanded by Colonel Fisher.

He was then assigned to West Virginia, and re-

mained in the South until honorably discharged, in

the early part of 1866. From the army he came to

Allentown, where he earned his livelihood at the

trade of a painter until 1872. In 1868 he married

Miss Catherine S., daughter of David and Hannah
Trumbauer, of Allentown. Four children were

bom of their union, but only two are now living,

Kate J. and Ella E.

In 1872 Mr. Litzenberg was appointed Deputy

Revenue Collector for the Sixth District of Penn-

sylvania, under Edward Ruhe, and filled that posi-

tion until 1876. In 1877 and 1878 he was Sealer

of Weights and Measures for Lehigh County. The

following year he was elected Alderman- of Allen-

town from the Fourth Ward for a term of five

years, but resigned in August, 1882, and was then

appointed Special Examiner on the United States

Pension Bureau, serving in that capacity until

April, 1887, when he resigned. He was re-appointed

to this position under President Harrison, but de-

clined the appointment.

In addition to bis business as Notary Public,

Mr. Litzenberg also does business as a pension at-

torney. He has taken a very active part in poli-

tics, especially in the Grant campaign, at which

time he was Secretary of the County Committee.

He also took a prominent part in the Garfield

campaign of 1880. Through the active part he

takes in politics he has become widely known, and

is recognized as one of the leading citizens of

Allentown. He is now a member of E. B. Young

Post No. 87, G. A. R., of which he served two

terms as Commander, and has been Aid-de-Camp

a number of times.

HON. LAWRENCE J. BROUGHAL, who

was a member of the Legislature from

1892 to 1894, is numbered among the

public-spirited and enterprising citizens of this

district, whose first endeavor is always the good of

the people. A native of South Bethlehem, he was

born January 22, 1856, and is a son of Andrew

Broughal, a native of County Wicklow, Ireland.

The latter, on leaving the Emerald Isle, located in

Newark, N. J., where he was employed with the

oxide works for a time, and in 1853 came to this
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point. At that time the oxide zinc works were

started in South Bethlehem, and he remained with

the company until about 1865. He was then an em-

ploye of the Bethlehem Iron Company until he was

severely injured by an explosion, his injuries ter-

minating fatally in 1891, at the age of fifty-seven

years. Both he and his wife, whose maiden name

was Ellen Mulaly, were members of the Catholic

Church. Mrs. Broughal was born in Ireland, and

by her marriage became the mother of nine chil-

dren, seven of whom are living.

The subject of this sketch is the eldest in his fa-

ther's family, and passed his boyhood in this city,

where he attended the common schools, and was

graduated in 1869 from the high school. His act-

ive career was commenced at the foot of the ladder

in the employ of the Bethlehem Iron Company as a

helper at the rolls. When eighteen years of age he

was placed in charge of a set of rolls, and steadily

rose until he became a foreman in the works.

When the South Bethlehem National Bank was

established in 1889, he was one of the organizers,

and has been a Director ever since. He is also a

member of the building and loan association and

other city enterprises.

In Bethlehem, June 21, 1884, Mr. Broughal mar-

ried Miss Josephine Hellenberger, who was born

in Grant, Pa., and by their marriage four children

have been born, who are in order of birth as fol-

lows: Dennis, Mary, James and Nellie. The family

are members of the Catholic Church and are much
respected in this city. When only twenty-one

years old, Mr. Broughal was elected to the City

Council, and has served in the same for a number

of terms, some eleven years in all, in which time

he served as Chairman of the Market Committee

and as a member of the Finance and Street Com-
mittees. For one term he served as School Direc-

tor, being much interested in educational affairs.

A Democrat in politics, Mr. Broughal was a

member of the Democratic Central Committee of

the county, and was a delegate to the State Con-

vention which met at Paterson in 1890. In 1892

he was nominated to the Legislature as Repre-

sentative from the county at large, and was elected

in the fall of that year. In 1894 he was again

nominated, but his loyalty and fidelity to princi-

ple cost him his election, as had he not been

stanch and true to his associates on the ticket he

would most certainly have been elected. He lost

the election by four votes only, a remarkably small

defeat in such a general "landslide." Mr. Broughal

is intelligent and well educated, and his many

friends and constituents placed the utmost confi-

dence in his honor and integrity of principle as

their representative.

(Tpr B. FICHTER is one of the most practical

/—\ silk manufacturers in the Lehigh Valley,

and comes of a family which for several

generations has been engaged in this line of busi-

ness. He is Secretary of the Bethlehem Silk Com-

pany, which was incorporated in 1885, and which

is one of the largest concerns in the state, employ-

ing usually about four hundred hands. He is also

a partner with Mr. Martin in the firm of Fichter &
Martin, silk-ribbon manufacturers. These two gen-

tlemen have both been connected with this busi-

ness since their early years, and are thoroughly up

in the details of the business and in questions of

general finance.

A native of Switzerland, our subject was born

in 1860, in Basel, of which place his father, Bene-

dict Fichter, was also a native. His grandfather,

John J., was a ribbon-weaver, and became one of

the foremost men in the silk-ribbon manufacture

in Basel, making a considerable fortune and being

very successful. His death occurred in 1879, at

the age of eighty-four years. Our subject's father

also learned this special branch of silk manufact-

ure, and was a partner with his father, their busi-

ness being very extensive, and the products of

their factory being sent all over the world. Ben-

edict Fichter, who is now retired and is a resident

of Basel, Switzerland, is a member of the Reformed

Church. His wife, whose maiden name wa& Mary
E. Seiler, was a daughter of Leon hard Seiler, who
was a cotton-weaver and later a merchant in Basel,

where his death occurred. Mrs. Fichter was a na-

tive of that place, and by her marriage became the

mother of five children, four of whom are living.

A. B. Fichter was reared in his birthplace, receiv-



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 855

ing a good education in the gymnasium and in-

dustrial schools. After completing his studies he

went into his father's employ as a clerk, becoming
a practical and experienced man in the business,

being finally admitted as a partner. On his father

retiring from business he came to America, though

he had previously visited this country in March,

1881, when he went to New York City to look

after the firm's trade and introduce their goods
more extensively. He spent the summer in that

city, returning to Switzerland in August. At that

time he could speak a little English and.French,

and has since become proficient in these. In Sep-

tember, 1883, he arrived in the United States, and

October 11 of that year was married in Allen-

town to Miss Elizabeth C. Martin, who was born

in Allentown, and is the daughter of Dr. Charles

L. Martin. After their marriage the young couple

went to Switzerland, remaining there until No-

vember, 1884, when they returned and located in

Allentown.

It was in July, 1885, that Mr. Fichter began the

manufacture of- silk ribbons in South Bethlehem.

The business was carried on in the Excelsior Knit-

ting Mill Building, and the title of the firm be-

came Fichter & Martin. In the mean time he and

his brothers-in-law and the New York partners

interested incorporated the Bethlehem Silk Com-

pany, and in October, 1886, they started in the

business, locating soon after in their large build-

ing, some three and a-half stories in height and

50x250 feet in dimensions, and located at the

junction of Goepp Street and the Monocacy Rail-

road. The first two floors are used by the Bethle-

hem Silk Company in the manufacture of silk

thread for weaving ribbon and silk cloth, and the

third floor is used for silk-ribbon manufacture.

The firm of Fichter & Martin runs fifty-four looms,

employing about two hundred and fifty hands,

and the Bethlehem Silk Company employs four

hundred hands. This fact alone fully shows what

a prominent local industry the business has be-

come, and how useful a factory it is in the busi-

ness enterprise of the town.

The home of our subject is located at No. 351

Market Street. Religiously Mr. Fichter is a mem-

ber of Trinity Episcopal Church, in which he holds

the office of Vestryman and is Choir Master. He is

a Republican in politics, being greatly interested

in the success of his party, and personally is a man
who is just and conscientious in his business rela-

tions, thus meriting the high regard which is so
freely given him by his many friends and fellow-

citizens.

F 1RANK J. MEYERS, Postmaster of Peters-

ville, and a well-to-do citizen of Northamp-
ton County, has been engaged in mercan-

tile business since 1873, and is at the present time

conducting the largest trade in the place. For
the first five years he had associated with him as

partner J. H. Scholl, the firm name being Seholl &
Meyers. Since their dissolution, however, he has

conducted affairs alone, and is making a success of

this branch of trade. He carries a full line of gen-

eral dry goods, boots, shoes, hats, caps, groceries

and crockery, and in every department of his store

exchanges goods for country produce. His stock

runs about $6,000, and his sales amount to from

$15,000 to $20,000 per year.

Our subject is a native of this county, and was

born June 1, 1848, to Joel and Christina (Red-

line) Meyers, also natives of this state. He re-

mained under the parental roof until reaching his

twelfth year, in the mean time attending school at

Weaversville Academy. His father died when he

was a lad of four years, and on leaving home he

began clerking in the mercantile establishment of

Ephraim Young, with whom he remained for three

years. Then coming to Petersville, he clerked for

H. J. Boyer for a time, and subsequently filled the

same position for J. H. Berlin, of this place. After

leaving the latter's employ he went to Nazareth,

and for a short time clerked for John Beitel, after

which he returned to Petersville, and for two and

a-half years was in the employ of Mack <fe Weiss.

In 1873 Mr. Meyers, in company with J. H.

Scholl, established a business, but since 1878 Mr.

Meyers has operated alone. He was married in

1869 to Miss Maria Whitesel, and to them have
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been born seven children, five of whom are living,

viz.: Quillas A., Elsie, Anna, Bertha and Frank S.

Our subject is a devoted member of the Lutheran

Church in Moore Township, which he has served

in the capacity of Deacon. In politics he never

fails to cast his ballot in favor of Democratic can-

didates, and although often called upon to accept

public positions of trust and honor, he has al-

most invariably refused (the only exception be-

ing when he accepted the position of Post-

master), preferring to give his time to his pri-

vate interests. Socially he is a Mason of high

standing, belonging to Monocacy Lodge No. 413i

F. & A. M., at Bath, this state. He was appointed

Postmaster in April, 1888, previous to which time

he was assistant for many years. As will be seen,

Mr. Meyers is self made, both as to education and

finances. He deserves great praise for the interest

he manifests in public affairs and the amount of in-

formation he possesses regarding the chief issues

of the day.

J
ALFRED SPEER, who is the popular mer-

chant and Postmaster at Flicksville, North-

ampton County, has been in business at this

place since 1889. He occupies a building

28x32 feet in dimensions, with upper floor and
basement also used for store purposes. In his es-

tablishment he carries the usual commodities found
in a first-class country store, including a full line

of dry goods, hardware, crockery, groceries, boots

and shoes. His sales usually average between $15,-

000 and $18,000 per annum. In 1890 he was ap-

pointed Postmaster, which position he has since

held.

In noting the history of the family, we find that

our subject's father, John, was born in Northamp-
ton County, and was a son of John and Barbara
(Seibold) Speer, natives of Germany, who emi-
grated to this country prior to their marriage.
The great-grandfather Seibold was an early settler

of Upper Mt. Bethel Township, where he remained
until his death. The grandparents reared a large
family, of whom nine are now living, viz.: Will-
iam, a resident of Baugor, Pa.; Rebecca, wife of

Jacob Cressman, of Monroe County, Pa.; George,

whose home is in Nazareth, Pa.; John, our sub-

ject's father; Lewis, living in Bangor; Harriet,

wife of Isaac Root, of Red Oak, Iowa; Christian,

of Bangor; Mary, Mrs. Hiram Weaver, of Bangor;

and Wilhelmina, wife of Theodore Mann, of Upper

Mt. Bethel Township, Northampton County.

In the schools of Upper Mt. Bethel Township

John Speer gained the elements of his education,

though his broad fund of information was mainly

acquired by self-culture. For a number of years

he taught school during the winter season. Choos-

ing as his wife Miss Catherine Miller, they became

the parents of eight children, of whom five are liv-

ing, namely: Mary A., wife of John Hopple, of

Stuckertown, Pa.; John Alfred, the subject of this

sketch; George, also a resident of Flicksville;

Milton, living in Delabole, Pa.; and Ellen 8., wife

of Ervin Culp, of Bangor.

Embarking in the mercantile business in 1854,

John Speer was engaged in business at Bangor for

a short time, and afterward was similarly occupied

at Kesslersville, where he held the office of Post-

master. Later he engaged in farming, and also

operated a gristmill in Plainfield Township, after

which he resumed merchandising. In 1868 he lo-

cated at Plainfield Church, where he conducted a

mercantile business for twelve years. In 1887 he

was elected Justice of the Peace, in which capacity

he has since served. He is identified with the

Lutheran Church, and is officiating as Secretary of

the congregation. His first wife died in 1889, and
he afterward married Mrs. Sabina Engler, widow
of Jackson Engler, of Washington Township,
Northampton County, and daughter of the late

John and Catherine Bowers. In politics he is a

Democrat. He is well and favorably known in

the community where he has so long made his

home, and is recognized as a man of the highest

moral attributes.

In Northampton County our subject was born
May 14, 1858. Early in life he began to assist his

father in his store, thus gaining a good idea of the

business in which he is now engaged. After com-
pleting his studies he taught school for a short
time, but with that exception his entire time has
been devoted to merchandising. He married Miss



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 857

Emma Bruch, of Pen Argyl, Pa., and they have

one child, Jennie C. At present he is serving as

School Director of Washington Township. In re-

ligious belief he is a Lutheran. Besides his other

enterprises, he is also tilling the position of station

agent for the Bangor <fe Portland Railroad at

Flicksville.
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AMUEL CASKIE. This prominent resi-

dent of Walnutport, Northampton County

>

has for the past twenty years been engaged

in operating the Heimbach Slate Quarry, located

one and one-quarter miles from Walnutport. He

is a shrewd, far-sighted business man, honest in all

his dealings, and is respected by all his acquaint-

ances. He was born in the North of Ireland, No-

vember 11, 1833, and is a son of David and Jane

(Boyd) Caskie, also natives of the Emerald Isle and

of Scotch-Covenanter stock.

At the age of ten years the subject of this sketch

was deprived by death of his father. Three years

later be went to Wigton shire, Scotland, where he

worked as a farm hand for several years. At the

age of seventeen he began to learn the trade of a

plasterer, at which he served an apprenticeship

until the time of his departure for the New World.

In the latter part of November, 1852, he took pas-

sage on a steamer at Wigton for Liverpool, and at

the latter place boarded the steamship "Tona-

wanda," which landed him in America after a

voyage of four weeks. From Philadelphia he went

direct by stage to Slatington, where he secured em-

ployment in a slate quarry, and remained thus oc-

cupied for three years. Afterward he was ap-

pointed Superintendent of the old mantel quarry

for the Lehigh Slate Company, which position he

held for a number of years, giving entire satisfac-

tion to his employers.

In 1872 Mr. Caskie began operating a quarry on

his own account, several years afterward taking in

as partner John D. Emack. The business was then

conducted under the firm title of Caskie & Emack.

For some years Mr. Caskie has operated the Heim-

bach Quarry, and gives employment in both fac-

tory and quarry to about forty men. His son,

William J., is General Superintendent of the works,

the products of which are mainly roof slates, school

slates, blackboards, etc. Since coming to this coun-

try Mr. Caskie has been a resident mainly of Slat-

ington, but in the fall of 1893 removed with his

family to Walnutport.

In 1853 Mr. Caskie and Miss Agnes Kerr were

united in marriage. Mrs. Caskie was born in Wig-

tonshire, Scotland, February 24, 1839, and is the

daughter of Hugh and Joan (Smith) Kerr, natives

respectively of the North of Ireland and Scotland.

In 1852 Mrs. Caskie came with her parents to

America and settled in Slatington. One year later

Mr. and Mrs. Kerr removed to Ohio, where the

former died. The latter then returned to Scotland,

where her decease occurred.

Mr. and Mrs. Caskie are the parents of six liv-

ing children, namely: William J.; Mary, the wife

of Hugh Roberts; David, Washington, Rebecca

and Louise. In politics Mr. Caskie is a Republican,

and while a resident of Slatington served for sev-

eral terms as Burgess of that borough. He is pub-

lic-spirited and gives liberally of his means toward

the promotion of every good measure. He and

his wife are members of the First Presbyterian

Church of Slatington, in which he has held the

office of Deacon.

HENRY WEIDNECHT is one of the active

and energetic citizens of Easton, conduct-

ing a good business at No. 133 South

Third Street. On his father's death he succeeded

to his meat-market and large trade, which he has

since greatly improved. In all local improvements

and affairs he takes a commendable interest, and

among others is a member of the Building and

Loan Association, which has for its object the ad-

vancement of real-estate enterprises which tend

to benefit the city. At one time he was a member

of the old Volunteer Fire Department, serving for

about twenty-five years, or until the new system

was inaugurated. He is also connected with the
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South Easton Water Works, and is a member of

the Masonic Mutual Savings and Loan Association.

During the late war he enlisted in the noble Fifty-

first Pennsylvania Regiment, and was made Quar-

termaster-Sergeant of Company K. After serving

for two months he contracted typhoid fever, and

was sent home when it was expected that he would

not live. However, he recovered and later re-en-

listed in the Emergency Militia. Prior to his re-

enlistment he had returned to his regiment at

Fredericksburg, desiring to re-enter the regular

service, but he found that they had left for the

front, and it seemed best that he should join the

Emergency Corps.

As the name would imply, the Weidnechts are

of German origin, and our subject's paternal

grandfather, Charles, was formerly a resident of

Baden, where he was interested in the raising of

grapes. With his wife and family he set sail for

America in 1816, and soon after reaching the

shores of the New World located near Easton,

where he engaged in running a farm. He was a

Democrat, and in religion a Lutheran. He died at

the good old age of eighty years. His wife, pre-

vious to her marriage Catherine Rates, bore him

four children: Charles, George, Mrs. Mary Brinker

and Mrs. Lizzie Baron. The great-grandfather

of Henry Weidnecht, on his father's side, was a

Burgomaster, or Mayor, in a German city, and was

a man of prominence and wealth.

The parents of our subject were Charles and
Sarah (Spangenberg) Weidnecht. The father was

born in the town of Kirndelsheim, Baden, Ger-

many. He had meager educational advantages,

but was a great reader, and became well informed

on general affairs. He was only six years old

when he came with his parents to the United
States, and in his youth he learned the butcher's

trade at Easton, following this occupation up to

the late War of the Rebellion. Though he was
then over the usual age of admission to the serv-

ice, an exception was made in his favor, as he was
a man of strong constitution and endurance. He
served valiantly for three years and three months
in the Forty-seventh Pennsylvania Regiment, un-
der Captain Griffy, and among other engagements
in which he took part were those of Winchester

and Shenandoah. His death occurred in 1874,

while his wife passed away in January, 1890, aged

seventy-nine years. He took quite an active part

in the ranks of the Democratic party, and was

called to act as a member of the Easton Council at

one time, having been forced by his friends to ac-

cept the position, though he was averse to holding

office. He was Past Master in Easton Lodge No.

152, F. & A. M., and belonged to the Odd Fellows

society. For a while he was engaged in driving

cattle and sheep to the New York and Philadelphia

markets, and at the time of his death left a valu-

able estate. All three of his sons (John, Henry

and Samuel C.) enlisted for the defense of the

Union, and were members of the Fifty-first Penn-

sylvania Regiment. John, who resides in Easton,

was a member of Company B, under Colonel Hart-

ranft, afterwards Governor of this state. At the bat-

tle of Camden, on General Burnside's expedition,

he received a wound. His service altogether cov-

ered a period of three years. Samuel C, who
served for the same time, was a member of Com-
pany B, with his elder brother, and was detailed

to act in the Commissary Department at General

Burnside's headquarters. Mary O, the only daugh-

ter, became the wife of E. W. Drake, now deceased.

Henry Weidnecht was born November 26, 1840,

at Easton, and here received his schooling. On
completing his elementary studies he attended Pro-

fessor Vanderveer's Academy for a few terms. On
beginning the practical duties of life he was em-

ployed by his father as an assistant, and continued

with him until the latter's death. Since that time

he has carried on the business in connection with

his brother Samuel, and numbers among his custom-

ers many of the best families of the place.

The home of our subject is at No. 131 South

Fourth Street, and the lady who presides over its

hospitality and extends a warm welcome to the

many friends of the family was before her marriage

Miss Louisa Campbell. The union of our subject

and wife was celebrated December 24, 1864. They
are members of St. John's Lutheran Church, and

have many sincere friends, whom they have made
by their worthy attributes and kindness to all.

Mr. Weidnecht is a leader in the ranks of the

Democratic party, and has served as delegate to
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state conventions on two occasions. At one time

he was proposed as a candidate for Councilman

from the First Ward. The vote was a tie, al-

though the usual Republican majority is about

eighty. A member of several of the leading local

fraternities, he is identified with Easton Lodge No.

152, F. & A. M.; Hugh De Payen's Commandery

No. 19, K. T.; Amana Lodge No. 77, K. of P.; and

Columbia Council No. 13, Sr. O. U. A. M.

'»»M»*k^k»»>»"^ta

/"">" EN. FRANK REEDER, a very prominent

V T citizen of Easton, is a son of Andrew H-

Reeder, the first Governor of the terri-

tory of Kansas, and a man of distinction and great

ability, whose biography appears elsewhere in this

work. In the ranks of the Republican party Gen-

eral Reeder is acknowledged to be a leading poli-

tician, and he has been Chairman of the Pennsyl-

vania State Committee. During the late war he

was one of those who responded to the call for

soldiers in putting down the rebellion, and served

until the last foe of the Government had surren-

dered, or for a period of nearly four years. Dur-

ing this time he participated in twenty-five regu-

lar engagements and skirmishes, and his bravery

was frequently officially reported to his superiors.

He was only a lad when he donned the blue, and

his military record was made before he attained

his majority.

The birth of General Reeder occurred in Easton,

May 22, 1845, and his preparatory studies were

pursued' at Edge Hill School, of Princeton, N. J.,

and at Lawrenceville, in the same state. At that

early age his ability and intelligence were marked

by all. In the fall of 1860 he entered the Sopho-

more Class at Princeton, but did not remain to

finish the course, as in his Senior year, with grad-

uation day in the near future, he threw aside his

books and enlisted as a private in the Fifth Penn-

sylvania Regiment, and in October of the same

year became a soldier in the One Hundred and

Seventy-fourth Infantry. In November, 1863, he

was made Adjutant, and later served on the staffs

of Generals Peck and Vodges, participating in the

varied operations of the Tenth and Eighteenth

Army Corps, and also in the expedition against

Charleston, under General Foster. The term of his

enlistment having expired, he was mustered out in

August, 1863, and almost immediately entered

earnestly into the work of recruiting a regiment

of cavalry to serve for three years if needed.

This was organized as the Nineteenth Pennsylvania

Cavalry in October, 1863, he being made Captain

of a company. The regiment proceeded to Ken-

tucky, and in the early part of 1864 joined Gen-

eral Sherman's column. They were constantly en-

gaged in active field service, taking part in raids

and forced marches into the heart of the enemies'

country. On the third day of the battle of Nash-

ville, in December, 1864, the young Captain, who
was acting as Assistant Adjutant-General, was

wounded in the right side, and had three horses

shot under him. His superior officers earnestly

recommended his promotion for his bravery on
that occasion, and his commission as Lieutenant-

Colonel soon resulted. He was then transferred to

the Department of the Gulf, and stationed on the

borders of Louisiana and Texas. With his regi-

ment he was mustered out, and finally discharged

on the 13th of June, 1866.

On leaving the service, General Reeder entered

the law school at Albany, N. Y., and was admitted

to the Bar in March, 1868. On commencing the

practice of his profession in New York City, he be-

came associated with Gen. Chester A. Arthur, who

subsequently became Vice-President, and later suc-

ceeded to the presidency upon the death of Presi-

dent Garfield. In the fall of 1869 General Reeder

returned to Easton, where he has built up an ex-

tensive professional practice. On coming here he

entered into partnership with his brother, Howard

J., now one of the Judges of the Third Judicial

District of Pennsylvania.

In 1874 our subject was appointed by Governor

Hartranft Brigadier-General to command the Fifth

Brigade, Second Division of the National Guards

of Pennsylvania. During the railroad riots of

1877 he was in command of this body, and was or-

dered to proceed With his troops to Reading, which

he did, and soon succeeded in restoring order. In
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1881 he resigned his position as a member of the

National Guards. He was a delegate to the Re-

publican National Convention of 1888, and was

one of the committee to notify Harrison and Mor-

ton of their nominations. When the Minneapolis

National Convention met In 1892 he was unani-

mously elected a delegate-at-large, and in the state

campaign of 1891 was temporarily in charge of the

Republican headquarters, while Chairman Watres

was presiding over the extra session of the State

Senate. He succeeded Lieutenant-Govorner Wat-

res as State Chairman in the following year. The
General is a member of Post No. 21-7, G. A. E., of

this place, of which he has been Commander sev-

eral times. In 1872 he was Department Comman-
der of Pennsylvania. In the Easton Trust Com-
pany he is a Director and their attorney. He is

President of the American "Bangor Slate Company,
and is now Secretary of the commonwealth, under

the administration of Gov. D. H. Hastings.

The marriage of General Reeder was celebrated

in 1868, in Boston, Mass., Miss Grace E. Thompson
then becoming his wife. She is the granddaughter
of Charles Thompson, a prominent Democratic poli-

tician of Massachusetts, who was once a candidate

for the position of Governor of that state. Mrs.

Reeder's father, Charles Thompson, Jr., now de-

ceased, was an importer, and a very prominent
business man of Boston. To the General and his

wife have been born three sons: Andrew H, a
mechanical engineer and graduate of Lafayette
College; Frank and Douglas.

<&$>

/^-EORGE M. HARLEMAN, Trainmaster for

V_J the Lehigh Division of the Lehigh Valley
Railroad and its branches, is an old and

trusted employe of that railway, in whose service
he has been active since 1870. He has risen from
the lower ranks, having been for many years an
operator at the different points of Weatherly, Black
Creek Junction, Hazle Creek Junction, Penn Haven
Junction, White Haven and Fairview. He has
been a resident of Bethlehem since 1877, and has
been gradually promoted to his present position of

trust. He is kept constantly busy traveling over
the road every day, and has charge of all the train

men and supervision of trains, working directlv

under the Division Superintendent.

Born at Weatherly, Carbon County, in 1856, Mr.
Harleman comes of an old family in that vicinity,

his grandfather, Isaac, having been born in Mill-

port, where he followed his trade as a carpenter,

being in the employ of the old Beaver Meadow
Railroad Company until it became the Lehigh Val-
ley Railroad, after which he was in the car depart-

ment of the company until his death.

The Harlemans are of German descent, their an-

cestors having settled in the Keystone State at an
early day, and having been instrumental in its

prosperity. Our subject's father, Samuel, was also

born in what is now Millport, Carbon County, and
he, too, was-a railroad man, being employed by the

old Beaver Meadow Road at the age of nineteen
as a brakeman. Later he became a fireman, and
then engineer on a locomotive. He brought the
first passenger train over the Lehigh Valley Rail-

road, and was on the road for years. For many
years he was in the wrecking department, and
though in active service was very fortunate in es-

caping serious accidents. He is still in the employ
of the Lehigh Valley Railroad, and though sixty-

six years of age acceptably fills the position of As-
sistant Trainmaster on the Beaver Meadow Divis-
ion. A true patriot, he was Captain of a company
which enlisted in 1863, in response to the emer-
gency call during the Civil War, and since its or-

ganization he has been identified with the Repub-
lican party. For six years he was County Com-
missioner of Carbon County, and served for six-

teen years as Postmaster of Weatherly. Interested
in education for two decades, he was School Di-
rector. He has always been a resident of Weath-
erly, and is one of the Middle Coalfield Poor Di-
rectors. In religious faith he is a Presbyterian.
His wife, formerly Susan Setzer, was born in Mon-
roe County, and was a daughter of Abraham Set-

zer, who followed farming in that county. Mrs.
Harleman died in 1872. Four of her five children
are still living.

George M., of this sketch, is an only son, and is

next to the eldest in his father's family. His boy-
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hood and youth were passed in the place of his na-

tivity, where he received a good common-school

education. He then learned telegraphy and pre-

pared for college, at the same time working as an

operator. In 1875 he entered Lafayette College

at Easton and took the civil engineers' course. At

the end of two years he returned to Weatherly,

where he remained until 1877, then coming to

Bethlehem as night operator in the office of the

Lehigh Valley Company. In 1892 he was made

Train Dispatcher of the Lehigh Division, as previ-

ously stated.

In New Market, N. J., Mr. Harleman was mar-

ried, in 1878, to Miss Mary, daughter of Andrew

Ritter, formerly a resident of Bethlehem, but now

living in Weatherly. Mrs. Harleman is a native

of Bethlehem , and a lady of good education and

culture. To our subject and wife have been born

three children, Samuel, Helen and Mary. The par-

ents are members of the First Presbyterian Church

of South Bethlehem, and have a host of warm

friends and acquaintances in this locality.

WILLIAM R. LAWFER is one of the

most prominent businessmen of Allen-

town, where he is engaged as a whole-

sale and retail dealer in dry goods, carpets and

groceries. His extensive business interests, both

wholesale and retail, have made him well known,

and this volume would be incomplete without a

record of his life. He was born in Moore Town-

ship, Northampton County, Pa., August 5, 1838,

and is a son of Jacob and Leah (Steckel) Lawfer,

who were also natives of Pennsylvania. The father

was a farmer by occupation, and carried on that

pursuit for many years. The grandfather was Peter

Lawfer, and the family was founded in America

during the seventeenth century. The mother of

our subject was called to her final rest in May,

1885.

William R. Lawfer passed his early boyhood days

upon the home farm, and attended the country

schools until thirteen years of age, when he began

clerking in the store of his uncle, Aaron Steckel,

with whom he remained six months, working for

$3.50 per month. In the spring of 1851 he en-

tered the store of Stephen Rader, of Bath, Pa., with

whom he continued until they sold out to the firm

of Flick & Smock, in whose employ he remained

for four years. At the expiration of that period,

he entered the select school taught by Dr. Thomas

G. Apple, a noted teacher, who was pastor of the

new Reformed Church at Easton, Pa. Later he

entered Phillips & Lehman's select school, taught

by John Oliver, and subsequently was engaged as

a clerk in a general store in Kreidersville. He was

next in the employ of A. H. & Amos Hahn, who

sold out to Joseph H. Wannamaker, with whom he

continued for eight years.

In 1858 Mr. Lawfer married Miss Hannah Klip-

pinger, daughter of John Klippinger, a prominent

and successful farmer near Seigfried's Bridge, Pa.

During 1864 and 1865 Mr. Lawfer was employed

as salesman by Hon. Joseph Laubach, Judge of

Northampton County. In 1866 he came to Allen-

town and formed a partnership with Mr. Steckel,

under the firm name of Lawfer & Steckel, dealers

in dry goods, groceries and carpets. This connec-

tion was continued until 1874, when Mr. Steckel

was succeeded by Mr. Hartzell. In 1876 Jacob

Lawfer, brother of our subject, bought out Mr.

Hartzell's interest, and the brothers carried on the

business for three years, when our subject bought

out his partner and admitted to the firm his two

sons, J. Harvey and John N., under the firm name

of William R. Lawfer & Co. They conduct an ex-

tensive business, dealing in dry goods, clothing,

carpets, rugs, tapestries and curtains. They also

have a large grocery department, and in the various

branches make large sales.

Our subject is a straightforward, honorable busi-

ness man, who always pays one hundred cents on

the dollar, and in the community where he is

known his word is as good as his bond. He is an

active member of Zion's Reformed Church, con-

tributing liberally to its support. He takes an act-

ive part in religious and benevolent work, and

though his business interests are very extensive, he

finds time to devote to matters which are calcu-

lated to advance the welfare of the community. He
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is a man of quick perceptive faculties, sagacious

and far-sighted, and an excellent judge of human

nature, and therefore in business has met with more

than ordinary success, yet his prosperity is justh/

merited.

-3#&

HARLES T. HORN, M. D., a well known
physician and surgeon of Lehighton, has

the honor of being a native of Carbon

County. He was born January 21, 1848, and is a

son of Thomas and Anna M. Horn. His father,

who is a carpenter by trade, followed that occupa-

tion in early life, but later took up the occupation

of farming, which he follows in Mahoning Valley.

His wife was called to her final rest in 1863. They
were the parents of fourteen children, twelve of

whom reached mature j'ears.

The Doctor, who is fourth in order of birth,

passed the days of his boyhood amidst play and

work, and in attendance at the district schools,

where he laid the foundation of a good practical

education. He afterward attended the Carbon

Academy of Lehighton, and for a time followed

the profession of teaching in order to gain a live-

lihood and advancement in intellectual attain-

ment-; but not wishing to make this his life work,

he determined to enter the medical profession, and
accordingly became a student in the office of Dr.

N. B. Reber, of Lehighton. After reading under
the instruction of that gentleman for a time, he

entered the College of Physicians and Surgeons of

Baltimore, Md., and was graduated therefrom in

March, 1878, carrying off the honors of the class.

He spent one summer in the City Hospital, in

order that a practical knowledge might be added
to his theoretical information.

In the spring of 1878 Dr. Horn came to Lehigh-
ton, where he has since engaged in general prac-

tice, meeting with nattering success in his under-
takings and winning the recognition of the public,

as is evinced by his liberal patronage. He is a

member of the Carbon County Medical Society,

Lehigh Valley Medical Association, and the State

Medical Society of Pennsylvania.

In 1873 Dr. Horn was united in marriage with

Miss Adaline Montz, daughter of Joseph Montz,of

Lehighton. They have a family of three children:

Mattie M., Bert T. and Anna M.

Dr. Horn has been a member of the School Board

for eight years, and does all in his power to ad-

vance the cause of education. He is noted as an

ardent lover and promoter of the art of music.

For six years he was a member of the Board of

Pension Examining Surgeons for Carbon County.

He is now a member of the Board of Health, and

has also at various times held other important

local offices. Socially he is identified with the

Knights of the Golden Eagle.

The Doctor comes of a well known and promi-

nent family, whose representatives were numbered

among the pioneers of this locality. His great-

grandfather, George Heinrich Horn, came from

Zweibrucken, Germany, and settled in Lehigh

County in 1780. His grandfather, John Horn,

usually called "Squire," was born in Whitehall,

Lehigh County. He moved to Carbon County
about 1805, becoming one of its foremost citizens.

Of our subject's brothers, Dr. J. A. Horn, of

Mauch Chunk, Pa., is a graduate of Ft. Edward
Collegiate Institute. He also took a course of

study in the College of Physicians and Surgeons
of Baltimore, Md., and in the medical department

of the University of Pennsylvania. Rev. A. P.

Horn, pastor of the Reformed Church at Heller-

town, Pa., is a graduate of Franklin and Marshall

College. Edgar A. Horn is a graduate of the Phil-

adelphia College of Pharmacy. George B. M.
Horn is a registered pharmacist of Chicago.

e#»^f«*i:
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THEODORE M. FREUDENBERGER, of

Bethlehem, is engaged in the carpet and
upholstering business, and is also a manu-

facturer of awnings and window shades. His cus-

tomers are to be found in all parts of the Lehigh
Valley, and he has furnished the finest houses in

this city and neighboring towns. He is a native
of this place, and has always been identified with its

history. His father, George F., was born in Ger-
many, where he grew to manhood. On starting out
in active life, he concluded to try his fortunes in
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America, and accordingly crossed the ocean to this

country. Coming to Bethlehem, he obtained em-

ployment with Philip Goett, acting as his coach-

man, and later was employed in a general mercan-

tile department store until 1862. For two and

one-half years subsequently he engaged in running

a farm near Seymour, Jackson County.

On his return to Bethlehem, George F. Freuden-

berger entered the employ of the Lehigh Valley

Railroad Company, and afterward was with the

Bethlehem Iron Company. His death occurred in

1885, when he had attained the age of sixty-three

years. Though reared in the Lutheran faith, he

afterward became a Moravian, and adhered to that

religion until his death. His wife, whose maiden

name was Catherine Haag, was educated in the Mo-
ravian Parochial School of Bethlehem. She was a

native of Germany, and accompanied her parents to

this country, settling in Emaus, Lehigh Count}'.

In her young womanhood she was in the employ of

Philip Goett, and it was then that she met her fu-

ture husband. Though now over seventy-seven

years of age, she is still in good health, and is mak-

ing her home with our subject.

Theodore M. Freudenberger was born February

4, 1854, and is the next to the eldest in a fam-

ily consisting of four sons and three daughters,

five of whom are living. He received his educa-

tion in the parochial schools, and at the age of four-

teen was apprenticed to Gerhard Frick as a general

upholsterer. In 1 875 he started in business for him-

self on South Main Street, and continued in that

location, engaged in his trade, for twelve years. At

the end of that tinie, in 1887, he removed to his

present location at No. 19 West Broad Street, where

he occupies a frontage of thirty-two feet. He has

carpeted all the churches but one in this city, the

Wyandotte Hotel and Opera House, the Lehigh

Valley Building, the Lehigh University in all its de-

partments, and many private buildings in Bethle-

hem, South Bethlehem and Fountain Hill. His

trade also extends to Easton, Allentown, Slating-

ton, Catasauqua, Mauch Chunk, and as far as Wash-

ington and adjoining cities. In his employ he keeps

a number of assistants, and also does a good retail

business in curtains and awnings.

In Bethlehem, in 1879, Mr. Freudenberger mar-

ried Miss Laura, daughter of John Collins, a con-
tractor and builder in Delaware. She was born in

Georgetown, Del., and by her marriage has become
the mother of six children, Lewis, Letitia, Fred,
Helen, John and Alfred. The home of the family,

which is a substantial brick residence, was built in

1883, and is situated at No. 112 Second Avenue,
West Bethlehem.

Mr. Freudenberger is a member of the West Beth-
lehem Building and Loan Association, and was
active in the corporation of this place, of which he

has been Councilman for two years. He served as

Chairman of the Street Committee, which had in

charge the grading and macadamizing of the streets

in this portion of the town. In politics a Demo-
crat, he takes a commendable interest in public

affairs. Socially he is a member of the Royal Ar-
canum, and in religion is identified with the Mor-
avian Church. He is an upright and honorable

man and has the regard of his fellow-men.

•!••£•V*F

eHARLES PHILIP COLEMAN, who is gen-

eral storekeeper for the Lehigh Valley

Railroad, is one of the youngest officials

of that road, but is clear-headed, enterprising and

discriminating in his business methods, having or-

ganized and systematized the department of which

he is now the chief. A native of Baltimore, Md.,

he was born March 28, 1865, and is the son of

William W. and Ellen G. (Hiss) Coleman, natives

respectively of Baltimore and Harford County, Md.

The grandfather of our subject, Charles R. Cole-

man, was born in Baltimore, and became President

of the Mechanics' Bank of that city and a promi-

nent man in financial circles. The great-grand-

father, John Coleman, was a native of England,

and settled in Maryland, where he became a large

land-holder. Late in life he retired, and became a

resident of Baltimore. The family were connected

with the Episcopal Church.

For many years William W. Coleman was a

banker in Baltimore, first operating a private con-

cern, but later becoming Cashier of the Farmers'

and Planters* National Bank. His death occurred

in July, 1890, when he had attained the age of
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fifty-one years. He was a cousin of Bishop Leigh-

ton Coleman, of the Episcopal Church. His wife

was a daughter of Philip Hiss, a manufacturer and

extensive property owner in Maryland. The ma-

ternal grandfather of Mrs. Coleman was William

Rogers, who came to this country with Lord Bal-

timore, and was among the original settlers of the

city named in the latter's honor. The Hiss family

were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Mrs. Coleman died in 1880, aged forty-two years.

Of her four children, two sons and two daughters,

Charles P. is the eldest.

In attendance at the private schools of his na-

tive city the boyhood years of Charles P. Cole-

man were passed. For one year he was a student

in the Shenandoah Valley Academy, after which

he pursued his studies for a year and a-half in the

Virginia Miltary Institute, of Lexington, Va. Re-

turning to Baltimore, he was employed in the

Northern Central shops as a machinist for eigh-

teen months, and in 1884 he entered Lehigh Uni-

versity, taking the course in mechanical engineer-

ing. While there he was one of the editors of the

Lehigh Burr, and for two years was Captain of the

La Crosse team.

In 1888 Mr. Coleman became a clerk in the pas-

senger department of the Lehigh Valley Railroad,

then being made traveling car agent. At the ex-

piration of three months he accepted a position as

chemist and engineer of tests, in which capacity

he was employed for a year and a-half. The fol-

lowing two years he was assistant to the General

Superintendent, H. S. Goodwin. In 1892 he re-

ceived the appointment to serve as general store-

keeper under the Reading lease, a new position

and office created by the Reading Company. He
was the first to occupy the position, and organized

the department, which he placed in running order.

The headquarters were for six months in South

Bethlehem, but were then removed to Packerton.

Twenty-two clerks and eighty foremen and la-

borers are under Mr. Coleman's charge, and he also

supervises the local supply stores along the Lehigh

Valley between Buffalo and New York, some four-

teen in number.

In South Bethlehem, in 1891, Mr. Coleman mar-

ried Helen Douglass, daughter of Rt.-Rev. N.

S. Rulison, Bishop of central Pennsylvania. Mr.

and Mrs. Coleman have a son, Douglas Rulison.

They are members of the Episcopal Church of the

Nativity. Politically Mr. Coleman votes with the

Democratic party. Fraternally he is a member of

the college society, the Sigma Phi, and is a mem-

ber of the American Institute of Mining Engineers.

rOr*

JAMES RONEY, a pioneer in the manufacture

of ladies' and misses' shoes in Allentown,

and for many years a leader in commercial

circles here, was born in Bucks County, Pa.,

February 15, 1808, and is a son of Daniel Roney,

who was born in the same county. The latter was

of Scotch-Irish descent, and was a farmer by occu-

pation. His wife bore the maiden name of Re-

becca Abeason, and by their marriage were born

seven children, James being the fourth child, and

now the only surviving member of the family.

His early days were spent upon his father's farm

and in attendance at the common schools of the

neighborhood. He learned the shoemaker's trade

in Trenton, N. J., where he spent two years, and

then went to South America, locating in Caracas.

He afterwards made his way to the copper mines

of Arizona, and had charge of smelting works for

about six months, after which he returned to the

Keystone State. From Philadelphia he went to

Newtown, Bucks County, where he worked at shoe-

making for a time, and then removed to Wilming-

ton, Del., where he carried on the same business.

He was afterward in Lancaster, Reading and Beaver

Meadow, spending three years in the last-named

place.

Mr. Roney was married in Minersville to Miss

Tryaphena, daughter of Daniel Levan, and soon

after removed to Carbon County, whence he went

to Millerstown, Pa. In 1843 he came to Allen-

town, and for a time worked at the bench. Later

he began the manufacture of boots and shoes,

which he sold to coal companies, being the first in

this line of business in Allentown. He was also

the first here to purchase a sewing-machine, which
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he ran by hand. He continued the manufacture

of boots and shoes for some years, but at length

sold out to his son and is now living a retired life.

Although eighty-six years of age, he is well pie-

served, both mentally and physically. In early

life he was a Democrat, and voted for Martin Van

Buren, but afterward became a Whig and joined

the Republican party on its organization. He

served for one term as a member of the City Coun-

cil, and for one term was a member of the School

Board.

Mrs. Roney died in Allentown in 1875. In the

family were the following children: William A.;

Charles H., who was a member of the Fifty-fourth

Pennsylvania Infantry during the late war, and

was killed by the guerrillas in 1864, when on picket

duty; Mary E.; James, a dentist; S. Kate, wife of

the late Rev. J. M. Hurick; Libbie R.; Lewis L.;

and M. Ada, now deceased.

HON. JACOB B. KEMERER, Burgess, and

a practicing attorney, is engaged in the

real-estate and insurance business, being

a member of the firm of Woller & Kemerer, the

largest and most extensive real-estate firm in Beth-

lehem. He is a native of Center Valley, Lehigh

County, his father being Benjamin Kemerer, a

merchant by occupation, who removed to Phila-

delphia with his family when his son was quite

young. The family came from Germany, our sub-

ject's grandfather, Jacob, being one of the early

settlers of this region. Our subject's father was a

merchant at Center Valley, thence removed to

Freemansburg, where he was engaged in transpor-

tation on the Lehigh Canal, in boat-building and

in manufacturing rope.

In 1848 Benjamin Kemerer became a resident of

Philadelphia, where he became a member of the firm

of Rex, Kemerer & Co., one of the leading stores in

the city at that time, and continued to do business

until the year 1858. He then went to New York

City,where he engaged in merchandising on commis-

sion and also in the transportation business. His

38

death occurred in Philadelphia when he was sixty-

six years of age, in 1882. He was a member of the

Lutheran Church, and was a Republican in politics.

His wife, Mary (Bachman) Kemerer, was born in

Upper Saucon Township, Lehigh County, and came

of a good family of that district. Mrs. Kemerer

died in 1867, leaving three children, of whom Sa-

rah died in Philadelphia; our subject is next in

order of birth; and Albert H., a member of the firm

of Dickie & Co., is engaged in the real-estate busi-

ness in Pittsburg.

The birth of J. B. Kemerer occurred December

21, 1844, and his education was mainly acquired

in the public and high schools of Philadelphia,

from the latter of which he was graduated in 1861.

He then came to Bethlehem, where he pursued a

course of legal studies with U. J. Wenner, and in

1876 he was admitted to the Bar. Prior to this he

had been engaged for three or four years with the

firm of H. B. Claflin & Co., the largest wholesale

house in New York. Since being admitted to the

Bar Mr. Kemerer has continued in active practice

at his present location and has been very suc-

cessful. In 1887 he formed a partnership with

Clarence A. Wolle in the real-estate and fire insur-

ance business and has made a specialty of com-

mercial law and the examination of records. With

others he projected and laid out the West Side Ad-

dition to West Bethlehem, a tract of fifty or sixty

acres, and has done much for the town in which

he dwells. Moreover, he laid out forty acres of

North Bethlehem, and it is mainly due to this firm

that the Boston capitalists who control the excel-

lent electric railway system connecting Allentown,

Catasauqua, Bethlehem and South Bethlehem were

induced to invest their money there.

As a Democrat Mr. Kemerer has done good

service to his party, and in the year 1889 his

prominence led to his election as Burgess of Beth-

lehem, to which office he was re-elected the two

following years. From 1880 to 1889 he repre-

sented the Third Ward in the City Council, and

for the last two years was President of the same.

He served on the Highway or Street and Water Sup-

ply Committees, and was Chairman of the Street,

Police and Law Committees. The last year he

served in the Council, and under his influence, was
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started the macadamizing on Main Street, and later

other improvements were introduced. At the pres-

ent time he is a member of the State Central Dem-
ocratic Committee from Northampton Count}'. At
the spring election of 1894 Mr. Kemerer was again

elected to the office of Chief Burgess for a term

of three years.

In this city, in 1865, J. B. Kemerer married Miss

Amanda J. Seem, daughter of Joseph Seem, who
was a farmer by occupation. Mrs. Kemerer was

born near Bethlehem, and by her marriage has

become the mother of one son, Albert G., who is

engaged in business with his father in the insur-

ance department. The residence of the family is

located on North Main Street. Both Mr. Kemerer
and his wife are members of the Presbyterian

Church.

' IMON A. FELDMAN, general United States

agent for Charles Millheiser, of Richmond,
Va., manufacturer of the Virginia Star

Cheroots, has his head office located in Allentown,
where he is residing. Mr. Feldman was born in

Myerstown, Lebanon County, this state, November
30, 1843, and is a son of Abraham Feldman, a na-
tive of Baden, Germany. The mother of our sub-
ject, whose maiden name was Henrietta Fernberger,
was likewise a native of the Fatherland, and on
emigrating to the United States with her husband
located in Lebanon County.

When our subject was a lad of five years his

parents moved to Philadelphia, where he grew to
mature years, and completed his education in the
public schools of the Quaker City. His first work
after leaving school was as clerk in the cloth house
of Shaw Bros., with whom he remained for three
years. At the end of that time he accepted a posi-
tion in the wholesale establishment of Feldman &
Co., where he was employed for a period of five
years. Later he was engaged with George W.
Middleton & Co., of Philadelphia, and afterward
with Fernberger Bros. In 1872 became to Allen-
town, representing Ruhe Bros., cigar manufacturers.
In 1883 he severed his connection with this firm

and in 1884 was engaged by Charles Millheiser as

general agent of the United States for the sale of

his fine cigars. He established his headquarters in

Allentown, making occasional trips over the coun-

try in order to establish agencies.

November 3, 1870, Mr. Feldman and Miss Anna
M., daughter of Henry Schnurman, were united in

marriage. Their union has been blessed by the

birth of two sons, A. J. and Henry P. Mr. Feld-

man has always taken an active part in public

affairs,' and for two years was a member of the

Board of Health. Socially he is a Mason, belong-

ing to Lafayette Lodge No. 71, at Philadelphia.

He is also a member of the American Legion of

Honor. He takes great interest in other secret so-

cieties, and belongs to Philadelphia Lodge No. 2,

Order of Elks, and is a member of Lehigh Lodge
No. 83, I. O. O. F., of which he is Past District

Deputy Grand Master. He is also a member of

Red Hawk Tribe No. 55, I. O. R. M.; of Beacon
Council No. 422, R. A., of which he is Past Regent;

and of Allen Lodge, K. of H. He was Vice-Presi-

dent of the Americus Club of Lehigh County, and
has served as President of the Jewish Congrega-
tion. He has also served as a member of the Com-
mon Council from the Fifth Ward.

.. <k.
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NATHAN E. WORMAN, a well known citi-

zen of Allentown, and the successful man-

ager of the Academy of Music since No-
vember, 1893, was here born November 20, 1850,

and is a son of Abraham Worman,also a native of

Lehigh County. The family was founded in the

Keystone State at an early day. The father fol-

lowed farming for some years, but afterward be-

came a con tractor and builder. His death occurred
in 1884. The mother of our subject, who died on
the old homestead in August, 1858, bore the maiden
name of Esther Kemmerer, and was a daughter of

John Kemmerer. She became the mother of six-

teen children, eight sons and eight daughters, and
four sons and four daughters are yet living.

The subject of this sketch was the fourteenth in

order of birth in his parents' family. The public
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schools of Allentown afforded him his educational

privileges, and in his native county he was reared

to manhood. He learned the printer's trade after

completing his studies, becoming familiar with it

in all its details, and in the year 1884 he estab-

lished a job-printing office in Allentown, whicli he

successfully conducted until March, 1892. He
then formed a partnership with A. W. Haines, un-

der the firm name of Haines & Worman, and this

connection still continues. He is a man of good

business ability, enterprising and energetic, and

the success of his life is all due to his own efforts-

In February, 1888, he was elected to the office of

Alderman, and continued to serve therein until

1891, when he resigned. From 1892 to 1895 he

was Clerk of the Court of Quarter Sessions. He

has ever been prompt and faithful in the discharge

of his public duties, and has thereby won the com-

mendation of all concerned. The community

recognizes in him a valued citizen, one who ever

labors for its best interests.

In November, 1876, Mr. Worman was united in

marriage with Miss Mary A.Person, of Allentown,

now deceased. They had two children, one yet

living, Gertie E. Mr. Worman was again married,

in 1885, his second union being with Miss Sallie

B. Snyder, daughter of Nathan Snyder, of Allen-

town. They are highly respected people of this

community and hold an enviable position in social

circles. In politics Mr. Worman is a supporter of

Democratic principles. His entire life has been

passed in Allentown, where he has a wide acquaint-

ance and is held in high esteem.

"SJ^f^.^=«=&

PHAON DIEHL, the efficient County Com-

missioner of Lehigh County, makes his

home in Allentown, where he is proprie-

tor of a freight line and sale and exchange stables.

He has the honor of being a native of the Key-

stone State, his birth having occurred in White-

hall Township, Lehigh County, on the 11th of Oc-

tober, 1842. He is a son of Solomon Diehl, who

was also a native of this county, born in 1808, and

a shoemaker by trade. His death occurred in 1880,

at the age of seventy-one. His wife, who was born

in 1816, bore the maiden name of Susanna Guth.

She was also born in Lehigh County, and her death

occurred in Allentown in the year 1887.

The subject of this sketch is the sixth in order

of birth in a family of twelve children. His boy-

hood days were passed on his father's farm, and

he was early inured to the arduous labors of the

field. He attended the common schools, and was

also a student in a select school for a short time.

In 1859, at the age of seventeen, Mr. Diehl com-

menced to learn a trade, that of harness-making,

under T. A. T. Wartman, of Saegersville. In 1862,

at the age of twenty, he enlisted in Company D,

One Hundred and Seventy-sixth Regiment Penn-

sylvania Volunteers, under Capt. David Schadt,

and Col. A. A. Lechler, of Philadelphia. He re-

mained in the army eleven months, and was then

honorably discharged. In 1863 he came to Allen-

town, and for six months worked at his trade with

C. W. Ran, after which he went to Philadelphia.

He worked at his trade in Philadelphia, at No. 5

Callow Hill, for three years, and for the next two

years kept a grocery at No. 7 Girard Avenue. In

1869 he came to Allentown, commencing in the

freight-line business. He thoroughly understood

his work, and his capable management won him

signal success. He has always made the most of

his opportunities, improving the advantages which

were before him, and thus his efforts have been

crowned with prosperity.

Mr. Diehl is doing an extensive and thriving

business along this line, it having steadily in-

creased from the beginning. He has in use twenty

horses and nine teamsters in the transfer and

freight business. He uses large and powerful horses

and heavy story-platform spring wagons. He is

also engaged in buying and selling horses, and has

a large five-story barn, equipped with all modern

conveniences, the best of the kind in Allentown,

and in which there is an elevator for hoisting his

wagons, hay and grain.

On the 20th of October, 1864, was celebrated

the marriage of Mr. Diehl and Miss Ellen Good,

daughter of Elias Good, of North Whitehall Town-

ship., They have two sons, Harvey H. and Eddie

P. In his political views Mr. Diehl is a Democrat,
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and in 1874 he was elected a member of the Com-

mon Council from the Fourth Ward (which was

strongly Republican), and wasre-elected three times.

After that he was elected for three terms to the

Select Council. In November, 1893, he was elected

County Commissioner, entering upon the duties

of his office in January, 1894. In public office he

has ever been faithful and true to the trust re-

posed in him, discharging his duties with a prompt-

ness and fidelity that have won him high com-

mendation. He and his wife are members of Zion 's

Reformed Church. They have a pleasant home at

No. 224 North Eighth Street.

_eoi#^II"#4«^#!#lN"5?

HENRY W. KLUSMEYER has been for the

past seven years engaged in carrying on

a coal business in Easton. He is a lead-

ing Democratic politician, and though a resident

of a Republican ward was elected by his friends

to serve as a member of the City Council, and as

such was Chairman of the Committees on Water

and Light, doing efficient work in various direc-

tions. He is a native of Northampton County,

having been born in South Easton, February 28,

1845, and there he grew to manhood and received

his educational advantages.

Christian Klusmeyer, the father of our subject,

was born in Hanover, Germany, New Year's Day,

1811, and when a young man of about twenty-

two years left the Fatherland, coming to the New
World to seek his fortune. He had received a

meager education in his mother tongue, and on

arriving in the United States secured a position as

boatman on the Lehigh Canal, which post he held

until 1847. During this time he became interested

in operating a store and hotel, and various other

enterprises. At one time he owned as many as

thirty-five boats engaged in transportation, and in

addition to other investments made a considerable

sum by his dealings in horses and mules. He was
actively engaged in business until about a year
prior to bis death, which occurred December 14,

1874. He was a Democrat in politics, belonged to

the Odd Fellows' fraternity, and religiously was a

member of the Lutheran Church. His home was

for a great many years in the vicinity of the town

of Easton. By his marriage with Anna K. Herr-

mann he was the father of seven children, five of

whom are living, namely: Mary, wife of Willibald

Kuebler, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this

volume; Henry W.; Jacob F.; Christian C; and

Emma, Mrs. Abram Hay, of Easton. Those who
have passed from this life are William H., and Car-

oline C, who was the wife of Bernhard Kurth.

After completing his education Henry W. Klus-

meyer went into his father's employ and worked

for him until the outbreak of the Civil War. He
enlisted in Company H, of the Eleventh Pennsyl-

vania Cavalry, commanded in turn b}r Captain

Witherell, Captain Seip and Captain Fleming.

Being ordered to Washington, he was there in

quarters for a short time and then proceeded to

Fortress Monroe and Hampton Roads. At those

points he wasstationed until the Peninsular cam-

paign of 1862, when five companies of the regi-

ment went with General MacClellan, while the re-

maining companies took possession of Norfolk,

Va., our subject going with the latter. He was

only sixteen years old when he enlisted in the

service, and to the defense of the Old Flag he de-

voted the next three years of his life. Among
the many important battles in which he took part

were those of Deserted House, Ft. Franklin or Black

Water River, the three-weeks siege of Suffolk, Va.,

Garrett's Station, N. O, Ream's Station, near

Richmond, Cold Harbor, Petersburg, Richmond,
Bermuda Hundred and Johnson's Farm. It is

quite remarkable that during all this active and
arduous performance of duty he received no

wounds, though of course he suffered the usual

privations and hardships which fell to the common
lot of our country's defenders. After his honor-

able discharge, October 11, 1864, our subject re-

turned home.

Until 1866 Mr. Klusmeyer remained on the

canal in the transportation business, and then, go-

ing to a place called Hope, he embarked in mer-

chandising. From 1867 till 1872 he was employed
in a similar line of work in Mauch Chunk, Pa.,

selling out the same in May of the latter year.
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For the next two years he was once more in his

father's employ, and from 1874 to 1879 operated
the store for himself. March 14, 1879, he went
into business with his brother-in-law in his bot-

tling works, and there continued until March,
1887. Since the last-named date he has been oc-

cupied in running a coal business and has built up
a lucrative trade. Religiously he holds member-
ship with the Lutheran Church, belonging to the

Council of the congregation. Socially he is iden-

tified with Amana Lodge No. 77, K. of P., and
with Post No. 217, G. A. R., of Easton.

April 14, 1873, Mr. Klusmeyer married Eliza-

beth Carman, of this place, and of their union

seven children were born, as follows: Herman
T., Henry Chester, William H., Louis Carman (de-

ceased), Charles L., Cornelia and Elizabeth.

JOHN H. HECKMAN has been connected

with the Lehigh Valley Railroad almost un-

interruptedly for nearly forty years as one

of its most valued and trusted employes. For

the past nine years he has been the General Freight

Agent of the company. He was born January 18,

1833, in Easton, Pa., where his father, Herman S.,

was also born. His grandfather, John Heckman,

was a native of Dry Lands, Northampton County,

this state, and on his settlement in Easton became

a Teller in the Pennsylvania Branch Bank. After-

ward for a number of years he filled a similar po-

sition in the old Easton Bank.

The genealogy of the Heckman family i& as fol-

lows: John Adam Heckman was born in Germany,

and came to America September 2, 1749. His son,

Adam, a native of Moore Township, North-

ampton County, Pa., and a soldier in the Revolu-

tionary War, married Elizabeth Kreider, a daugh-

ter of Conrad Kreider, of Kreidersville, Pa. Their

son, John, was born in Moore Township, and

married Mary Schneider. The following is a

brief account of the Schneider family: John Jacob

Schneider, the first of the family of whom we

have much data, was a resident of Selbach, Ger-

many. His son, Herman Schneider, was born
in June, 1722, and emigrated to America from
that country, May 27, 1749, arriving at Phila-
delphia, Pa., September 30 of the same year. Feb-
ruary 27, 1752, he married Ann Elizabeth Diltz,

daughter of William Diltz, of Amwell, N. J.

Peter Schneider, son of the above Herman and
Ann Elizabeth Schneider, who was born February
5, 1753, at Easton, Pa., married at that place, Au-
gust 27, 1780, Susanna Kichline. Concerning the

Kichline family we note the following: Col. Peter
Kichline, who was born in Heidelberg, Germany,
October 8, 1722, emigrated to America with his

father, John Peter Kichline, arriving in this coun-
try September 21, 1742, and settling at Bedminster,

Bucks County, Pa. He was the first chief magistrate

of the borougli of Easton, Pa. He stepped into line

when the first indications of the Revolutionary

struggle were seen, and was elected Colonel of a

Pennsylvania regiment of riflemen, which did good
service at the battle of Long Island, August 27,

1776. He had previously occupied the same rank in

1762, and had proved himself a brave and success-

ful leader in the Indian War of 1763. His daugh-

ter -Susanna, who, as stated above, married Peter

Schneider, was born May 7, 1760, in Easton, Pa.

August 24, 1786, at Easton, was born to Peter and

Susanna Schneider a daughter, Mary, who on

reaching maturity married John Heckman, our

subject's grandfather. To John and Mary Heck-

man was born a son, Herman S., father of John H.

Heckman.

The last-named was for several years a merchant

in Easton, and afterward was a dealer in real es-

tate and Secretary of the Warren Foundry at

Philipsburg, of which he was one of the promoters.

He was extensively conceined in the building up

of that place, and was a member of a syndicate

which bought the three large Roseberry farms, on

which was built the greater part of the city. His

death occurred in 1864, at the age of fifty-four

years. First a Whig, he later became a Free-

Soiler, as early as 1848, and on the organization

of the Republican party became identified with it.

In religion he was a member of the German Re-

formed Church.

The mother of our subject, Mary, was born in
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Easton, and was a daughter of David Butz, a

farmer and miller, who operated a flour and saw

mill on the Bushkill River for a number of years.

Her mother's father, John Herster, at the age of

seventeen years wished to go as a soldier in the

Revolutionary War, but instead his father took his

place and died in prison. John Herster became

one of the pioneer and leading business men in

Easton, where he was prominent both as a mer-

chant and a dealer in real estate. Mrs. Mary

Heckman is still living in Easton, and is enjoying

excellent health, though over eighty-two years of

age.

John H. Heckman is the eldest of three chil-

dren who grew to maturity and are still living.

His brothers, like himself, were patriotic, and

served during the late war in the Union army.

William, who represented Bradford County in the

Pennsylvania Legislature, is now an engineer on

the Lehigh Valley Railroad, his home being in

Buffalo, N. Y. Edmund is a watchmaker of Easton.

Our subject was reared in Easton and attended

Vanderveer Academy and Lafayette College. Later

he became a clerk in a general mercantile store in

Easton, and was also for a time in Bethlehem.

After learning telegraphy, in 1854 he became an

operator in Mauch Chunk, where he remained for

several years. In 1855 he was made operator and
agent for the Lehigh Valley Road, and since that

time has served in other capacities. In 1864 he

was made Superintendent of Telegraphy, with

headquarters at Easton, and five years later was

made agent and dispatcher atEast Penn Junction.

In 1875 he entered the general freight office at

Mauch Chunk, and remained there until 1881,

when he was promoted to the position of Assistant

General Freight Agent. Four years later he was
made the General Freight Agent, which position

he is yet holding. In 1887 lie came to South
Bethlehem, at which time the offices were removed
here, and this is still his home.

While residing at Easton, in 1862, Mr. Heck-
man volunteered on the emergency call in Com-
pany F, Fifth Pennsylvania Militia, as a Corporal,

and in 1863 was assigned as Sergeant to Company
C, Thirty-eighth Pennsylvania Militia, under Col.

M. H. Horn, of Catasauqua. Mr. Heckman was

among those greatly interested in securing the

charter for the borough of Fountain Hill, where

he resides. Politically he is a Republican, and in

the spring of 1894 was made School Director. He

is a member of Robert Oldham Post No. 527,

G. A. R.; the Royal Arcanam of Mauch Chunk;

Easton Masonic lodge and chapter; Packer Com-

mandery at Mauch Chunk, of which he is Past

Eminent Commander; and Lodge of Perfection at

Scran ton, Pa.

In Easton, in 1858, Mr. Heckman married Miss

Emma O. Tice, who was born in that city, her fa-

ther, Alexander Tice, having been a hardware mer-

chant there. They have had three children, but

lost their daughter Annie, who died at the age of

fifteen years. Maiy E. is the wife of William L.

Yeager, of Mauch Chunk; and Herman S., a resi-

dent of Buffalo, N. Y., is a locomotive engineer on

the Lehigh Valley Railroad. Mr. and Mrs. Heckman
are members of the Church of the Nativity, and

are highly esteemed by all who have the pleasure

of their acquaintance.

*^^[

HON. HENRY SCHOLL is an ex-Member
of the Lower House of the State Legisla-

ture, and a general merchant at Bath,

Northampton County, Pa. He is a native of

this county, and was born December 27, 1825, be-

ing the son of Griffith J. and Catharine Soholl.

His father was born in Allentown, Pa., and his

mother is a native of Northampton County, Pa.

The Scholls belong to an old family of the Lehigh
Valley. The father, who was a physician and sur-

geon, practiced in Fogelsville for a number of

years, and afterwards at Hecktown, Pa., where he

died.

Hon. Henry Scholl, our subject, was reared in

Lehigh County, Pa., having moved there with his

father when a boy, and he lived there until he

•reached the year of his majority. For two and one-

half years he attended school in New York State,

and lived with a relative. The remainder of

his education was received in Lehigh County.
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When about sixteen years of age he obtained a

position as clerk at Fogelsville, Lehigh County,

Pa., and subsequently clerked in mercantile busi-

ness in various places for a number of years. In

1853 he engaged in the Unicorn Tile business at

Bath, in partnership with Daniel Siegfried, the

name of the firm being Siegfried & Scholl, contin-

uing as such about three \
rears, when the interest

of Mr. Siegfried was bought by Reuben Dewalt, and

with him Mr. Scholl continued in partnership for a

time, when he bought out Mr. Dewalt's interest,

and has run the business in his own name ever

since. He carries several lines of merchandise,

such as are found in a first-class country store.

Mr. Scholl married Lucy A. Anewalt, a native

of Northampton County, and daughter of Peter

Anewalt, of Lehigh Township, Northampton Coun-

ty, who is now deceased. By this union were born

three children: Jane, Mary, and Margaret E., wife

of Theodore Campman, of Bethlehem, Pa.

Our subject has served as School Director and

Treasurer of the borough of Bath, Pa., and in

1878 was elected on the Democratic ticket as a

member of the Lower House of the State Legisla-

ture and was re-elected in 1880, serving two terms.

He is a member of the Reformed Church, and is

a self-made man. He is well known in Bath and

vicinity, and takes an active interest in local pol-

itics.

©APT. HORATIO D. YEAGER, a veteran

of the late war, is a native of the Lehigh

Valley, and is a resident of Bethlehem, oc-

cupying at the present time the responsible posi-

tion of Weighmaster with the Bethlehem Iron

Company. He is very popular among his fellow-

townsmen, and particularly among the Grand

Army boys, who have a warm place in his heart.

In politics he is a Republican of the truest stamp,

and has been active in the ranks of his party.

The paternal grandfather of our subject, Rev.

John Conrad Yeager, was educated in Phila-

delphia for the ministry of the Lutheran Church,

and after his ordination was the pastor of St.

James Church, in Warren County, N. J., and also

held pastorates in Hecktown, Shoenersville, Allen-

town and Friedensville. Later he returned to Han-

over township, where he owned a home, having

been in active pastoral work for thirty years. His

death occurred at the age of sixty-four years. His

father, who was a tobacco spinner by trade, had

settled near York, coming from Switzerland.

His only brother, who was in the Revolutionary

War, died while a prisoner in the hands of the

English.

The father of our subject, George Yeager, was

born in Warren County, N. J., and became a farmer

in Hanover Township, Lehigh County, where he

owned a piece of improved land of one hundred

and thirty acres. In 1858 he retired, living in

Catasauqua until his death, in 1877, wheD he was

nearly eighty-five years of age. He was a Whig,

and later a Republican, and religiously was identi-

fied with the Lutheran Church. His wife, formerly

Susanna Rohn, was a native of Hanover Town-

ship and a daughter of Daniel Rohn, who owned

and operated a farm of three hundred acres on the

Lehigh, below Catasauqua, which had formerly been

owned by his father. He divided his land into

two farms, one of which is now in the possession

of his grandson, Asa Rohn. Mrs. George Yeager

died in 1876, at the age of seventy-eight years,

leaving to mourn her loss six of her seven chil-

dren. Two sisters, Mrs. Eliza Fenstermacher and

Mrs. Susan Nagle, reside in Catasauqua, and two

sisters in Philadelphia, Mrs. Mary Loder, and Caro-

line, the wife of Rev. C. Becker. William R., a

brother, is engaged in the lime business in Bingen.

The Captain, who is the youngest of his father's

family, was reared on the farm until his eighteenth

year. He received a good common-school educa-

tion, and later entered VanKirk's Academy, on

Main Street, Bethlehem, where he completed a

course in 1851. Two years later he went to Cata-

sauqua, clerking for different men until 1858,

when he started in business for himself as a mem-

ber of the firm of Loder & Yeager, doing a gen-

eral mercantile business on Front Street. At the

end of two years he went to Philadelphia, being

with a wholesale firm for about a year.

At the first tap of the drum in 1861 Mr. Yeager,

entered the First Pennsylvania Artillery Regiment,
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but as they could obtain no guns, they entered the

infantry, being assigned to Company F, Seven-

teenth Pennsylvania Volunteers. They were mus-

tered in at Philadelphia, and were stationed in

Virginia until the time of their service closed,

when they were mustered out. Captain 'Yeager

returned to Bingen, where he engaged in merchan-

dising until September, 1863, when he joined

Company C, One Hundred and Fifty-third Penn-

sylvania Infantry, being made First Lieutenant.

This regiment took part in the battles of Freder-

icksburg, Chancellorsville and Gettysburg, and

during the first days of the last-named engage-

ment he was wounded by a minie-ball in the left

hip, the thigh bone being broken. He stuck to his

post, nevertheless, but was captured by rebels in a

farm house. It was three days before his wound

received attention, and then his sister, Mrs. Fen-

stermacher, nursed him tenderly for six weeks.

On his return home, Captain Yeager engaged

in running a lumber-yard with Mr. Swartz, and in

1864 erected a sawmill, engaging in the lumber and

coal business for several years, during which time

he was a member of the firms of Yeager & Whit,

in 1871, then Yeager, Wint & Cyphers, and on the

death of the latter partner a year later the firm be-

came H. D. Yeager. As such he did business until

1874, when he sold out to F. W. Wint & Co., and

built a saw and planing mill in Catasauqua, the

only one there to-day. In 1875 he came to Beth-

lehem, buying a sawmill on Sand Island, which he

operated until 1878, when he sold the same. At
that time he went to Kansas, engaging in the liv-

ery business for two years in Osborne.

In 1881 the Captain, returning to Bethlehem,

entered the employ of the Bethlehem Iron Com-
pany as Weighmaster, in which capacity he has

since served, steady and faithful at his post. Dur-

ing each month he weighs over a million tons of

material, both raw and manufactured, and is con-

sidered one of the most reliable employes of the

company.

In Hunterdon County, N. J., the Captain was

married, November 1, 1864, to Mary C, daugh-

ter of Isaac T. Riegel, a native of Riegelsville, N.

J., of which place her father was also a native.

Her grandfather, Hon. Benjamin Riegel, was

engaged in the lumber business and in farming

in Riegelsville, Bucks County, Pa., of which he was

the founder, and served in the Legislature. His

father was killed in the War of the Revolution*

while acting as a teamster. Isaac T. Riegel, like

his father, engaged in agricultural pursuits and in

the lumber business, and retiring during his last

years died at the age of seventy-four, in 1892.

His wife, Sarah M., was the daughter of Isaac N.

Carpenter, and was born in Warren County, N. J.

Her grandfather was the founder of Carpenter-

ville, and was a farmer and miller. Going to East-

on, he engaged in milling on Bushkill Creek,

at the foot of College Hill. He died at the age

of seventy-seven years, having been for many

years an Elder in the Presbyterian Church. Mrs.

Yeager's mother died in her sixty-second year.

One of her four children, Benjamin O, is an engi-

neer at Lehigh Universit}', and a daughter, Mrs.

Carpenter, resides in Carpenterville, N. J.; another

daughter, Mrs. Dr. Hulshizer, being a resident of

Philadelphia. Mrs. Yeager was reared and edu-

cated in New Jersey, and has become the mother

of three children: Annie, George C. and Joshua

R.

While living in Catasauqua the Captain served

as School Director for eight years, and was Presi-

dent of the board. He helped to organize Ful-

ler Post of that place, of which he was com-

mander for three terms, and now belongs to J. K.

Taylor Post No. 182, G. A. R. One of the organ-

izers of the First Presbyterian Church, he served

as Chairman of the Building Committee, and has

been an official member. In local politics he has

been active, being a member of the County Repub-

lican Committee, and in 1876 was nominated by

the Republican party for State Senator. He ran

ahead of the ticket by six hundred, but the county

having a Democratic majority of thirty-five hun-

dred, his election was impossible.

THOMAS RINEK, a successful business man
and enterprising citizen of Easton, was

born December 5, 1840, and is of German
descent. His parents, Jacob and Maria (Bunstein)

Rinek, were natives of Pennsylvania, and shortly
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after locating in Easton the father began the man-

ufacture of rope. He was energetic and indus-

trious, and the business became very successful, the

large and prosperous Easton Cordage Works hav-

ing grown from this small beginning. Beside this

business he was instrumental in building the old

forge on Bushkill Creek, and the planing-mill

in Easton, situated on the Lehigh River. He was

also a member of the firm of Rinek, Semple & Co.,

dealers in iron, and was identified with the old

Dime Saving Institution as one of its Directors.

Dealing largely in real estate, he was instrumental

in building up the west side of Easton. He was

likewise connected with the Olive Park Association,

an improvement company, and was also interested

in various companies for municipal improvement.

A stanch Republican, he took a deep interest in.

public affairs, but was in no sense of the word a pol-

itician. He was a man of even temperament, well

liked, and fond of fun, frequently playing prac-

tical jokes on his numerous friends. A member of

the Third Street Reformed Church, he was aliberal

giver to church work and always ready to lend a

helping hand to the needy. He was associated with

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of which

he was a charter member. The children that gath-

ered around his family fireside were nine in num-

ber, seven of whom survive, namely: John, Henry,

Thomas, Howard, Mary, Sue and Annie.

The subject of this sketch was educated in the

common schools of his native place, and from early

life was identified with his father's business. In

1863 he became a partner of the firm, and had

charge of the business and finances of the com-

pany from the first. He is also a member of the

firm of J. Rinek's Sons, and is President of the

Northampton County National Bank. For three

years he was a member of the Council of the Bur-

ough of Easton and Prison Inspector for five years.

He is a man of good judgment and business abil-

ity, faithfully attending to his numerous duties

with promptness. He is recognized as a substan-

tial citizen, worthy of the respect and esteem in

which he is held.

Mr. Rinek was united in marriage, November

10, 1863, with Miss Mary J. Zulich. Her parents,

now deceased, were Anthony and Jane M. Zulich,

of Easton, both of whom were highly respected.

Two children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Rinek,

Thomas and Edward, both being deceased. Our

subject is a Republican in politics, and supports

the principles of that party with his influence and

ballot. He is a consistent member of the Third

Street Reformed Church and an active worker in

the same.

Three years ago the business plant of the Cord-

age Company was sold to the National Cordage

Company, and was then leased by the present firm

for ninety-nine years. The past year, the National

Cordage Company having gone out of business, a

new corporation, the United States Cordage Com-

pany, purchased all the plants and franchises, and

for this company the firm of J. Rinek's Sons are

now conducting the business.

PHILIP WEBER, a leading citizen of Easton,

served for four years as a member of

the Common Council, representing the

Seventh Ward. In 1882 he embarked in the mar-

ket business on Northampton Street, in company

with his son-in-law, William Patier, the firm name

being Weber & Patier. He erected the building

that he occupies as a market, and in addition to

this owns two residences in Easton.

The birth of Philip Weber took place Septem-

ber 18, 1832, at Baden, Germany. His father, also

Philip Weber, died when the son was a lad of ten

years, and the mother, whose maiden name was

Regina Miller, died some four years later. The

orphan, being thus left alone in the world, soon

concluded that he would seek his fortune in the

New World. When sixteen years old he took pas-

sage on a sailing-vessel bound for New York City.

He remained in the metropolis for three and one-

half years, and then returned on a visit to England

and France.

On coming back to the United States Mr. Weber

proceeded direct to Easton, where he has lived

ever since. For a short time he was engaged in

cabinet-making, and afterward worked in a piano
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factory. When he had learned the trade of a ma-

chinist he decided to follow that calling for his

life work. During the next twenty-eight years he

was engaged in the construction of locomotives

and steamboats, being acknowledged a practical

and thorough workman. He has been somewhat of

a traveler, as he has crossed the Atlantic three times,

and was formerly steward on the "St. Nicholas"

and "Amelia" steamships. For a time he was in

the life-insurance business, representing the Ger-

mania Company of New York City, and was very

successful, taking more policies than all the other

companies put together.

October 1, 1857, Mr. Weber married Catherine

Bealer. They became the parents of the follow-

ing children: Sarah E., Emma L., Isadora S.,

Patier; Irene, who died in infancy; Lillie Agnes,

wife of William Keiper; Morris H., who is a tele-

graph operator in Chicago; and Mary, wife of

Samuel Herener, an expressman of Easton. The
family are members of the Lutheran Church and
identified with its various departments of work
and usefulness. Though liberal in his views on
the question of suffrage, he is usually to be found
on the side of the Democratic party.

REV. WILLIAM D. C. KEITER, a very suc-

cessful young minister, is a man of supe-

rior education and good ability, who has
devoted his life and talents to the service of the
Master. At the present time he is serving most
acceptably as pastor of Holy Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church of West Bethlehem, and also has
charge of St. Thomas Lutheran Church at Al-
toona. Rev. Mr. Keiter graduated with high hon-
ors from Muhlenberg College, Allentown, and
the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadel-
phia. He was thus equipped by severe training and
years of study for the successful career which lias

since been his, though wider fields and greater
honors are doubtless in store for him, as he is still

young both in years and in service.

The birth of our subject occurred January 30,
1863, in Allentown. His paternal grandfather,

whose Christian name was Casper, was of German
descent, and his birth and death occurred in Allen-

town, where he was engaged in farming for many
years. His son, Aaron, the father of our subject,

was born on the old homestead, and became an en-

terprising agriculturist. He was a public official

in the city for a number of years. Later in life

he retired on account of failing health, and was

called from the scene of his labor in 1887. He
was the owner of what is now a large part of the

city, lying within the Eighth Ward, which has since

been laid out and sold for building lots. A Re-

publican in politics, he was a true patriot, and in

religion was a member of the Lutheran Church, in

which denomination he had been reared. His wife,

who was formerly Susan Mohr, was born in Ma-
cungie Township, and her father, Daniel, was
also a native of that locality, being of German de-

scent. For a livelihood he engaged in agricult-

ural pursuits, and his death occurred in Allentown,
where his daughter, Mrs. Susan Keiter, is still re-

siding with her son, Frank, an attorney-at-law.

Rev. Mr. Keiter was reared in the city of his na-

tivity, where he attended the excellent schools; and
in 1880 graduated from the high school. He was
next enrolled as a student at Muhlenberg College,

from which, in 1884, he graduated with the degree
of Bachelor of Arts, and later received that of

Master of Arts. Three years subsequently, in 1887,
he was graduated from the Lutheran Theological
Seminary in Philadelphia, in which city his ordina-
tion took place in June of the same year. At once
coming to West Bethlehem, he endeavored to or-

ganize a congregation, and succeeded beyond his

expectations. It was largely owing to his untiring
zeal and business-like supervision that the church
was completed in the spring of 1888, this being
the first church edifice on that side of the city.

Although the congregation numbered then but
some thirty-two members, a handsome chapel was
nevertheless planned and built. The church is

in the Gothic style, being made of brick and
built at the rear of the lot, in order that in time a
modern and commodious auditorium maybe erected
in front. The church property is valued now at

$10,000, and from the start the church has been
independent, receiving no outside aid. It now
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numbers about three hundred members. Some

time ago Rev. Mr., Keiter became pastor of the

Union Church at Altoona, which was organized in

1848, and since he took charge of the same a

handsome new building has been put up at a cost

of $10,000. It has no equal in the vicinity among
country churches, and the congregation has in-

creased to two hundred and twenty-five members.

Our subject built for himself a residence in West

Bethlehem, which he now occupies with his fam-

ily. He was married in November, 1887, to Miss

Millie S., daughter of Charles Ruhe, a wholesale

cigar manufacturer of Allentown, Pa. Mrs. Keiter

is a native of Allentown, and received the advan-

tages of a superior education, being a graduate of

the Allentown High School, Class of '80. Later she

attended the New England Conservatory of Music

at Boston, being of decided talent in a musical di-

rection. Mrs. Keiter is also quite literary, and is

fully equipped for the many arduous duties de-

volving upon the wife of a minister. They have

one child, a son, Charles R. In politics Mr. Keiter

votes with the Republican party, and is active in

works of improvement and for the relief of the

poor and needy. The best commentary on his

ability and zeal is the uniform success which has

attended his labors and the high regard in which

his congregation holds him.

-*:

JACOB F. RAFFERTY is one of the leading

contractors for stone-masonry, excavations

and' similar work in Easton. Under his direc-

tion a number of the handsomest residences in

this city and adjoining towns have been erected.

He built the foundations for the high school, put

up a church in Bethlehem, and is at present en-

gaged in fulfilling a contract on the Easton Hos-

pital.

The parents of our subject were Michael and

Margaret (Clemens) Rafferty. The father came

from Ireland when a boy, in the early part of this

century. For a short time he lived in New York
City, and then traveled over a large share of the

country. He was a man of good business educa-

tion, and a practical stonemason by trade. For

some twenty years prior to his death he made his

home in Ohio, where he operated a farm, of which

he was the owner. His death occurred in Febru-

ary, 1877, at the age of eighty-four years. His

wife died in the preceding May, in her sixty-ninth

year. They were the parents of twelve children,

namely: John; Mary Ann and Sallie, who died

in infancy; Hannah, Felix, Jacob F., Margaret M.,

Ellen, Michael, Peter, James A., and Mary, the

second of the name. The father was a member of

the Catholic Church, and in politics was a Demo-

crat. The birth of Mr. Rafferty occurred in Will-

iams Township, Northampton County, on the 15th

of Ma}', 1837. His education was confined to the

district schools of his native township, which he at-

tended more or less until he was fifteen years old.

He then went to the western part of the state,

and for a number of years was engaged in the

lumber business in Elk County. In 1878 he re-

turned to Easton and learned the mason's trade,

which he has followed ever since. He soon be-

came a contractor, and has met with good success

in his chosen vocation. From time to time he has

had awarded him extensive and responsible con-

tracts on large public and private buildings, and

has shown himself worthy of the confidence

which has been bestowed upon him, for in the ex-

ecution of his work he is thorough and painstak-

ing. In 1894 he took into partnership with him

his son, Charles, and the firm name became J. F.

Rafferty & Son. Our subject is interested in va-

rious local industries, which he has helped to pro-

mote to the best of his ability.

On political questions Mr. Rafferty sides with

the Democratic party. He has upon several occa-

sions been called upon to serve in an official capa-

city, and for three years was a member of the City

Council, and for two terms was City Assessor. He

is a member of the German Reformed Church, and

in his social relations is identified with Lehighton

Lodge No. 244, I. O.O. F., and Easton Lodge No.

52, F. & A. M.
,

November 13, 1862, Mr. Rafferty married Miss
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Anna Louise, daughter of Michael Fraunfelter,

of Easton. Their two children are: Alice, who is

at home, and Charles, who is engaged in business

with his father. The latter married Emma Ziegen-

horn, and is a resident of this city.

—<gi:>^<i

WERNER K. RUHE, the subject of this

sketch, is a son of Augustus Lehman

and Adeline Lovina Ruhe. He was

born in Allentown, Lehigh County, Pa., in the

year 1843, and acquired the advantages of a sound

education in the high school, which was then first

established under the superintendency of Prof.

Robert McAlpin, notable as a public educator, and

at one time a member of the editorial staff of the

New York Tribune, under Horace Greeley. The

advantages of studying under such a teacher were

supplemented by further studies under Rev. J. S.

Kessler at the Allentown Seminary, which has since

been merged into the well known Muhlenberg

College, and also under Prof. I. N. Gregory at the

" Academy," an institution which has ceased to

exist. Thus thoroughly equipped with an academic

education, he nevertheless determined to acquire

the practical trade of a printer, and served his full

apprenticeship in the office of the Allentown Dem-

ocrat, which he entered in July, 1859, and which was

owned and published by his father and C. Frank

Haines. In July, 1865, he purchased a half-inter-

est in the Democrat office from his father, and, asso-

ciated with C. Frank Haines as editor, has con-

tinuously published it since that date.

Mr. Ruhe has always been a true and consistent

Democrat, working faithfully in and out of season

in its party interests, and in turn he has been hon-

ored by the people by election to public offices of

trust and responsibility. He early manifested an

intense interest in the Fire Department of Allen-

town, and at an early age joined the old Colum-

bia Fire Company, and was a member and Presi-

dent of the Steamer Building Committee, which

led to the present engine of the company being

added to the department. At the breaking out of

the war the Columbia Company became greatly

disintegrated, so many of its members rapidly an-

swering the National cry for soldiers to defend the

Union. But directly peace was restored the 'iCo-

lumbias" once more became a strong and influen-

tial fire organization, and no one took a more act-

ive interest in its rehabilitation than Werner K.

Ruhe. In 1872 he was made Chief Engineer of the

Allentown Fire Department, serving for two years,

and signalizing his holding of that position by a

thorough re-organization of the department. He

recommended the introduction of a hook and lad-

der company, and was the first engineer to make

a full and complete annual report of the depart-

ment, a custom which has since been steadily ad-

hered to.

In 1886 Mr. Ruhe was elected and served as

Mayor of Allentown for a term of two years. His

incumbency of this onerous office was eminently

satisfactory to his fellow-citizens, whose interests

he zealously guarded, and he introduced many im-

proved methods of dealing with the financial affairs

of the city, which redounded to its welfare and

his credit. To improve the city water supply, he

recommended in an important message the purchase

of the Fountain House property, .on which are val-

uable springs, and suggested for this purpose the

raising of a loan of $50,000, secured by Allentown

four per cent, city bonds. The idea was carried out

by public vote, and to-day no city in the state en-

joys a purer water supply than Allentown. In other

walks of life the trust and confidence reposed in

Mr. Ruhe have been manifested by his election as

a Director of the Allentown National Bank from

1884 to 1888, and from 1891 to 1893 Director of

the Allen Mutual Fire Insurance Company, Direc-

tor of the Hope and of the Mutual Building and

Loan Association, Director and President of the

Allentown Hardware Works, and Treasurer of the

Columbia Fire Company.

Mr. and Mrs. Ruhe are consistent members of

the English-Lutheran Church, and among secret

societies he is well known as a member of the Odd
Fellows and Heptasoplis. During the War of the

Rebellion Mr. Ruhe enlisted twice in the defense

of his native state, in response to the proclamation

of Governor Curtin, the first time as a private in

Company E, Fifth Regiment Pennsylvania Mil-
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itia, which was organized September 13, 1862, and

commanded by Col. H. C. Longneeker; and again

he went out in 1863 in the Forty-first Regiment

(three-months emergency militia), under the com-

mand of Maj. John H. Oliver.

Mr. Ruhe was married June 2, 1870, in Allentown,

to Mary Jane Frederick, of this city, a member of a

well known family, who formerly resided in Cata-

sauqua and Whitehall Township, Lehigh County.

Their union has been blessed with two children,

Adeline Lovina and Mark Frederick Ruhe. The

former was educated in and is a graduate of the

Allentown High School; the latter attended Muhl-

enberg College. Miss Ruhe was married in 1893 to

Alfred J. Yost, M. D., who is also Coroner of

Lehigh County.

With the exception of a five-months trip in

1864 to Illinois, where he was employed on news-

papers in Chicago, Princeton, Mendota, Springfield,

Decatur and Bloomington, all of Mr. Euhe's life

has been passed in Allentown, where he is thor-

oughly identified with the public and business

interests and future prosperity of the city.

Werner K. Ruhe is descended from an ancestry

which was always noted for its solid, substantial

prosperity, and a splendid indication of the con-

servatism of the family is shown in the careful

records of its past history which he preserves.

From these may be learned that this representa-

tive family of Lehigh County sprung from John F.

Ruhe, his great-grandfather, who was born in

Nordheim, in the Electorate of Hanover, on the

25th of November, 1745, and emigrated to Amer-

ica in 1790. He was married in St. George's

Church, London, on the 14th of August, 1776, to

Catherine Maria Henrietta Mackenrode. His chil-

dren were seven in number, of whom John F. was

born in London, and emigrated with his parents

to this country. He was married in^Allentown to

Catherine Keiper, by whom he had twelve children.

His second wife, formerly Elizabeth Kramer, bore

him eleven children. One of his large family was

Augustus L. Ruhe, born in Allentown, of the

first wife, on the 23d of September, 1809- He was

the father of Werner K. Ruhe, by his marriage,

contracted on the 25th of September, 1836, to

Adeline, daughter of Jonathan Knauss, of North

Whitehall Township, Lehigh County. Augustus

Ruhe was previously married to Deborah Gang-
were, of Allentown, May 21, 1833, by whom he

had one child, which died in infancy; and again in

1865 he was married to Harriet, daughter of Joseph

Klcckner, of Northampton County. All his ten

children were the fruits of his second marriage,

with the exception of the one noted. Three

children are deceased and seven survive, three

girls and four boys, now all grown up and 'settled

for life in this city.

Augustus L. Ruhe was a printer and publisher

during his business career, but he also found time

to take an active interest in politics, and was an

ardent Whig. He filled many public offices, being

at different times Clerk of the Orphans' Court of

Lehigh County, and Postmaster of Allentown,

to which latter position he was appointed by Presi-

dent Harrison in 1840, holding the position for

four years; he was also Clerk of the Internal Rev-

enue Office, appointed by President Andrew John-

son. He abandoned active political and business

pursuits in 1872, and passed into eternal rest, loved

and honored by all who knew him, on the 5th of

Maj', 1892. His wife, Harriet, preceded him to

the spirit world on the 24th of April, 1892, eleven

days prior to the decease of her husband.

THOMAS WEISS, who has been for a quar-

ter of a century a resident of Bethlehem,

identified with her business and social in-

terests, is a son of Francis-Weiss, whose biography

appears elsewhere in this work. Our subject is

greatly interested in fine horses, and owns one of

the finest and most noted horses of this section,

the handsome "Silver Bell," and for upward of

thirty years has made a specialty of breeding stand-

ard horses, being an authority on this subject.

The birth of Thomas Weiss occurred April 17,

1847, in Summit Hill, Carbon County, he being

the second eldest of the seven children in his

father's family who are yet surviving. His boy-

hood was passed at Summit Hill until his tenth

year, when with his parents he removed to Eckley,
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there growing to maturity. His education was

obtained in Saunders' private school, and afterward

he entered the military school at West Philadel-

phia, there remaining for five years. Starting in

as a private, he rose to the rank of Major, and

graduated from the academy with honor. On the

completion of his term of study and discipline he

returned to the mines, where he assisted his father.

Working for two 3'ears with George Rickert, he en-

gaged in repairing the pumps under ground, and

later took charge of the breakers. Leaving this,

he formed a company of state militia, the Lu-

zerne Zouaves, of which he was made Captain.

This company did good service during the reign

of the "Molly McGuires," and other troubles of

that period.

In 1870 Thomas Weiss came to Bethlehem,

where he started, in the southern part of the city,

a manufactury for shovels, scoops and spades,

which industry grew to large proportions. After

disposing of that business, Mr. Weiss turned his at-

tention almost wholly to the breeding of fine

horses, and is now one of the very few in the United

States who are so familiar with the best specimens

of horses and their history that they can tabulate

their genealogy from memory. On his east end farm,

which he has since sold, he reared a number of noted

horses, among which we name "Sable King," "Sil-

ver Bell," "Condensation," "Alchemy," "Charm-
ing Bell," and "Electioneer." These are all of the

finest breeds, being of the Wilkes strain.

Mr. Weiss was the originator and first President

of the Bethlehem Fair and Driving Park Associa-

tion, and was re-elected, but resigned. In the

year 1893 lie organized the Gentleman's Driving
Club, and is President of the same. They have
from two to three races a year, and number among
their members many of the prominent citizens and
business men. For a number of years our subject

was correspondent for eastern Pennsylvania for

John H. Wallace, the originator of the Horse
Register In politics he votes with the Republi-
can parly, and socially is connected with the Free
and Accepted Masons, the Royal Arch Masons and
the Council, and is a Knight Templar, belonging
to Hugh DePayen's Commandery,of Easton. Since

his twenty-first year he has been connected with

the Masonic society, and is greatly interested in

the work of the organization.

In New York City, in 1874, was celebrated the

marriage of our subject and Miss Amelia A. Meyer,

who was born in that city and there grew to

womanhood. Five children graced this marriage,

Thomas, Jr., J. Bernard, Wilhelmina, Esther, and

Alexander, who died in infancy. The home of the

family is located at the corner of Linden and

Market Streets. The parents are members of the

Episcopal Church, of which their children are at-

tendants.

^*£P '

f~y HARLES W. ANTHONY, a member of the

\^_J Fountain Hill School Board, and a popular

citizen of South Bethlehem, is in the em-
ploy of the Bethlehem Iron Company. He was

born in Carbon County, in 1845, and is a son of

James Anthony, who wasa general contractor in the

Lehigh Valley and a native of Northampton Coun-
ty. He departed this life while a resident of Car-

bon County. His wife, who died when our subject

was quite young, was in her maidenhood Mary
Jarrard. Their four children are all living at this

writing, and of these Charles W. is next to the

youngest.

The boyhood of C. W. Anthony was passed in

Parryville, Carbon County, where he received a

good common-school education. In 1863, when a

youth of eighteen years, on an emergency call, he

volunteered as a member of Company A, Thirty-

fourth Regiment, commanded by Colonel Albright,

and remained with his regiment until mustered out
of service. Next he entered Wyoming Seminary,
at Kingston, where he pursued a course of study
in the commercial department, and graduated in

1867. That year he accepted a position as clerk

with the Carbon Iron Company at Parryville, later

becoming bookkeeper for that firm, in whose em-
ploy he remained for three years.

It was in 1870 that Charles Anthony came to

Bethlehem, as bookkeeper for Linderman, Skeer &
Co. Later he became bookkeeper also for the Le-
high Stove and Manufacturing Company, and in

1880 became identified with the Bethlehem Iron
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Company, having been in their employ steadily

since.

The home of our subject on Delaware Avenue
is a commodious and substantial residence. His

wife was formerly Miss Emily Linderman, of Car-

bon County, her father being Dr. John Linderman,

lately a prominent citizen of Pike County, but

whose death occurred in Bethlehem. Mis. Anthony
is a sister of the late Dr. G. B. Linderman, whose

biography appears elsewhere in this volume.

In the spring of 1894 C. W. Anthony was elected

a member of the School Board of Fountain Hill, on

the citizens' ticket, and is now Treasurer of the

same. Though this is the first year of the organi-

zation, things have been placed in working order,

and a graded school organized in Fountain Hill.

Mr. Anthony is a member of the Masonic frater-

nity, belonging to Bethlehem Lodge No. 283,

of this city. He uses his influence and deposits his

vote in favor of the Republican party, and is a

loyal citizen, upholding the best interests of his

fellow-townsmen.

H§w

MILTON KURTZ. There are few of the

residents of Lehigh County who are un-

familiar with the name introducing this

sketch. It is that of a self-made man in the broad-

est sense of the term, one who in his youth re-

solved to make life a success. He is descended

from one of the oldest and most prominent fami-

lies in the county, and at the present time is serv-

ing as a member of the County Board of Commis-

sioners.

A native of this county, our subject was born

in Hanover Township, July 26, 1839, and is the

son of Henry Kurtz, and the grandson of John

George Kurtz, who was a native of Germany. His

great-grandfather, who also bore the name of John

George, wsts likewise born in the Fatherland, and

was the first of that branch of the family to make

his home in the New World. After choosing a lo-

cation in this county he erected a log cabin

thereon, and returned to Germany for his family.

While he was gone the Indians burned his cabin,

and he was obliged to erect another before his

family could be sheltered. The grandfather of our
subject also farmed on that place, where his death
occurred at the age of sixty-four years. He reared a

family of five children, all of whom are deceased,

with the exception of George, who now makes his

home on a portion of the old place. The other

members of the family were Henry, our subject's

father; Elizabeth, Helena and Susannah.

The father of our subject, April 2, 1833, pur-

chased one hundred and seventy acres of land

from his father, on which he located and built a

stone residence. As there were no markets for the

products nearer than Philadelphia, he in that early

day hauled grain to that city, which consumed four

or five days. Henry Kurtz died on the old place,

February 5, 1890. He was a true-blue Republican

in politics, and at the time, of his decease was the

oldest settler in the county. He was a devoted

member of the Lutheran Church, and in his rela-

tions with his fellow-citizens was upright and

honest.

Mrs. Lydia (kSchoener) Kurtz, mother of our

subject, was born in Shoenersville, and was the

daughter of Adam Schoener, an old settler of

this locality and founder of the village of Shoen-

ersville, which was located on his farm. Mrs.

Kurtz departed this life in Jul}-, 1867, in her

sixty-fourth year. Her father was the owner of a

hotel, at which all the travelers who went overland

to Philadelphia stopped over night.

He of whom we write was the sixth in order of

birth of his parents' family of twelve children, and

was reared to man's estate on the old homestead.

He attended the district school during the winter

months, and aided his father on the farm during

the summer season. Two years after attaining his

majority he was married, February 8, 1863, in

Allentown, to Miss Emma, daughter of Moses

Roth, a native of Whitehall Township, where also

her father was born. The grandfather of Mrs.

Kurtz, Henry Roth, was of German descent, and was

also a. native of the above township. Her father

was a laborer in the ore beds of this county, and

lost his life in the mines by a "cave-in." Her

mother, Mrs. Mary (Nagle) Roth, was the daughter

of John Nagle, and is at present making her home
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with her son Louis, in East Catasauqua. She is

seventy-five years of age, and a member of the

German Reformed Church.

Our subject remained on the home farm, on whicli

was located a valuable limestone quarry, which

he operated for many years. In I860 he purchased

an acre of ground in this city from his father, on

which he erected a good residence, and later pur-

chased ten acres from his brother George. On it

he opened a quarry, which he conducted for some

time, and from 1880 to 1885 was engaged in the

manufacture of brick in East Catasauqua. He is

still the owner of the yard, together with a quarry,

but rents both plants.

The following are the names of the five children

born to Mr. and Mrs. Kurtz: Oscar H, Clara A.

(now Mrs. M. Miller), Emma M.. Cora L. and
Milton M. Our subject was for a number of years

a member of the School Board, which position he

resigned in 1894. In the fall of the previous year

he was elected County Commissioner on the Re-

publican ticket for a term of three years, giving

bonds for $5,000. He is a stanch Republican in

politics, and has been a member of the Standing

Committee for many years. He is connected with

the German Reformed Church, in which he has

been Trustee.

\ T ^ILLIAM P. HOPKINS, General Mana-

Y^ \/ Ser of and principal stockholder in the

Slatington Rolling Mill Company, was
for twenty-five years General Superintendent of

the Catasauqua Rolling Mills. He has the largest

experience in this branch of business of any man
in the country,and under his supervision the com-
pany turns out the finest grades of iron, such
as boiler-rivet, stay-bolt, horseshoe, carriage-drop,

forging and angle iron, etc.

Our subject was born in South Wales, near
Neath, in Glamorganshire, March 24, 1832. His
father, John Hopkins, was also born in the Vale of

Neath, in South Wales, where he was engaged as a

farmer. He died when our subject was quite

young. His wife, Mrs. Anna (Powell) Hopkins,
was also a native of that part of Wales, and de-

parted this life after having reared six children,

four of whom are living. William P., of this

sketch, was reared in Monmouthshire until reach-

ing his eighteenth year, and from eight years of

age has spent his life in the rolling-mills.

Three years prior to attaining his. majority he

went to Staffordshire, and afterward, in Working-

ton, made the first sheet of tin ever manufactured

out of puddled steel. For this he received a

watch from his employer with this inscription:

"Presented to William Hopkins for meritorious

services, by James Spence, Workington, January 1,

1859." In 1860 he emigrated to America ou the

sailing-vessel "Middlesex," which consumed thirty-

nine days in crossing the Atlantic. On landing

on American shores Mr. Hopkins immediately

went to Conshohocken, and for four years worked

in the sheet-iron mills of the Allen Wood Com-
pany.

During the late war our subject enlisted, June

29, 1863, in Company F, Forty-third Pennsylva-

nia Militia, and with his company was sent to join

the Army of the Potomac. While away from

home two of his children died, and although he

did not receive word in time to reach home before

they were buried, he obtained an honorable dis-

charge, through the kindness of Governor Curtin,

and returned August 13, 1863. After his discharge

he resumed work with his former employer, and
in April of the following year came to Catasau-

qua, where for a quarter of a century he was Gen-
eral Superintendent of the rolling-mills and had
the honor of manufacturing the first plate and the

first sheet ever rolled in the Lehigh Valley. In

the spring of 1866, after having been appointed
Superintendent, the company leased the mills in

Ferndale, which they later purchased, and he was
made General Superintendent of the two places.

In 1882 Mr. Hopkins built the large rolling-

mill in Fullerton, of which he became Superin-
tendent, and which under his management has

greatly prospered. Since that time, however, he
has been interested in the Catasauqua Manufactur-
ing Company, in which he is one of the heavy
stockholders, having been presented with his first

share by the company. In February, 1890, he re-

signed in order to organize the Slatington Rolling
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Mills, which were built in that place, and which

have a capital of $70,000. Walter Williams is

President of the concern; S. DeLong, of Slating-

ton, Secretary and Treasurer; and Edward Ed-

wards Business Manager.

Our subject superintended the erection of all

the machinery in the rolling-mill, whose capacity

is one hundred and fifty tons of iron per week.

They have nine furnaces and give emploj'tnent to

one hundred and thirty men. Mr. Hopkins is one

of the most practical and thoroughly-posted men

in iron-work in the United States, his experience

being the result of fifty-four years spent in his

own line of work. On his resignation from his

employment at the rolling-mills he was presented

with a gold-headed ebony cane and a valuable

gold medal, and received from the same company

in 1869 an elegant gold watch. Mr. Hopkins in-

vented the water-shield for the cooling of the

front of furnaces, for which, however, he has never

applied for a patent. He was at one time a third-

owner of the Union Foundry and Machine Com-

pany, with which he remained for twenty-one

years.

Our subject was married in Wales, in 1855, to

Miss Eliza Thomas, who was also a native of that

place, and the daughter of Thomas Thomas, a

tailor by trade. Mrs. Hopkins departed this life

in 1888, leaving a family of five children, namely:

John W., Burgess during 1889-90; Louis P., en-

gaged in business with his father; Winefred and

Elizabeth, at home; and Samuel D., M. D., a prac-

ticing physician in Denver, Colo. The family oc-

cupy a beautiful residence on Front Street and are

members of the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Hop-

kins is a stanch Republican in politics, and enjoys

a wide reputation among iron merchants all over

the United States as one of .the leading manu-

facturers.

FRANKLIN ALBERT SCHEIRER, of Slat-

ington, is engaged in the manufacture of

artistic granite and marble monuments,

and is also a dealer in blue stone, coping, curbing,

steps, sills, flagging, etc. As a result of the busi-

ness-like manner in which he has managed his af-

39

fairs, he has become well-to-do, and now ranks

among the most enterprising citizens of the place.

- The first representative of the family in America

was Hans Scheirer, who emigrated hither from

Switzerland in 1725. Seven years later he married

Mary Magdalene, daughter of Jacob Christ, and

they became the parents of five sons and five

daughters. He settled on the top of the Blue

Mountain, on what is known as Wertham's Road,

and the tract of land he occupied is still known

among the old people as "the Scheirer lot." He

rests in an unknown grave in the old cemetery at

New Tripoli. The following is a copy of a paper

held by our subject, certifying to the good charac-

ter of this ancestor:

„SDemnad; §an§ @d)eurer, oon ©argen, mid) bittlid)

erfudbt, tb,m einen ^eimatfdhein abfolgen ju laffen, roetlen

er gefmnet ifi ftdj au§ fetnem SSaterlanbe ju begeben,

urn fein @(M roeiter ju fudjen, fo babe idt) ttjtn btcfeS

nidjt abfdjlagen fonnen, nod) woUen, i^ue alfo bind) btes

fe§ befdjeintgen, bafc er, ^anS ©djeurer, oon Sargen

in bcr ©raffdjaft Strberg gebiirtig, oon djriftlid&en (Sltern

gejeuget, oon einer dt)rift.lid)en ©emeinbe aflftier getauft,

fid) audi fleifjtg ben bent ©ebraud) be§ {jodjamrbigen

(Sacraments, be§ hetligen 2I6enbmafyl§ eingefunben, unb

fo otel mir befannt einen diriftgejiemenben SBanbel ge=

fiiljrt. SDieS 511 befdjeintgen, fyabe id) mid) eigent)finbtg

unterfdirieben.
©abriel ©trotter."

©en 1. 2ttar$ 1725.

The translation of the above is as follows:

"Hans Scheirer, of Bargen, has requested me to

give him emigration papers, as he wants to leave

this country to try his luck elsewhere, which request

I hereby comply with, and therefore certify that

Hans Scheirer, born in the county of A.rberg, of

Christian parents, was baptized in a Christian con-

gregation. He has often taken part in the sacra-

ment of the Lord's Supper, and, as far as I know,

has led a Christian (upright) life. To certify this

I hereby sign my own name.

"Gabriel Stkohleb."

"March 1, 1725."

John Karl, son of Hans, was born August 24,

1749, and March 14, 1775, married Fiibina Weida.

They settled in Rockland, Berks County, Pa., and"

became the parents of nine sons and four daugh-

ters. Their son Charles was born July 21, 1793,
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and on Christmas Day, 1818, married Catharine

Hensinger. For a time they lived upon his fa-

ther's homestead, but afterwards removed to Low-
hill Township, Lehigh County. He was buried in

the old graveyard of the Union Church. His

family consisted of nine sons and four daughters,

of whom seven are yet living, namely: Reuben,

Nathan, Daniel, David, Benjamin, James and Eliza-

beth.

Charles, father of our subject, was born Septem-

ber 27, 1831, and in youth learned the carpenter's

trade. November 19, 1848, he married Catharine,

daughter of Jacob Peter, with whom he lived

happily until his death, twenty-three years ago.

He passed away on the homestead at Whitehall

Station, still owned by, his wife, and his remains

were interred in the cemetery at Egypt. His fam-

ily consisted of two sons and eight daughters, of

whom four died in infancy. Those living are:

Anna Maria, who is the wife of David Kline Ap-
gar; Catharine Isabella, who married Alfred P.

Haff; Amanda Manetta, Mrs. George M. Horlacher;

Cora Lillie, wife of Nathaniel P. Smith; Charles

Oliver, who married Mary, daughter of Tilghman
Litzenberger; and our subject.

In Lehigh County, where he was born Novem-
ber' 14, 1863, our subject attended the public

schools and spent his boyhood years, meantime
being employed mostly at farming. In 1882 he
was apprenticed to Henry R. Blocker, of Seigfried's

'

Bridge, to learn the trade of a stonecutter. After
serving his time, he worked at different places as

journeyman at the trade, his last position being
with P. J; A. Binder, of Mauch Chunk, Pa., from
whom he is still holding a recommendation certify-

ing to the fact that he is an honest and upright
man, as well as an excellent workman.

In the winter of 1886-87 Mr. Scheirer started
in business for himself, and the first few head-
stones sold by him were cut in the stable on the
old homestead at Whitehall. In the spring of
1887, through an advertisement in a paper, he was
induced to come to Slatington, where he bought
the marble shop and stock of George Frederick, ad-
joining Neff's Hotel. From the start he has made
a success of the stone business. In 1893, his place
being too small for his increasing trade, he pur-

chased a piece of ground north of Kern's mill

dam, with a frontage of two hundred and thirty-

three feet. Here he erected a shop 52x20, with

an engine room attached. The works are equipped

with a twenty-five-horse-power steam boiler, a fif-

teen-horse-power engine, a polishing machine, a

rubbing bed, and forge and anvil for sharpening

tools, also cutting tools of various descriptions, such

as are used by the trade. He gives employment to

several men, and manufactures monumental and

stone work of every description. He also has the<

benefit of a siding, which enables hin to unload

the stone from the car into his yard. In 1894 he

received eight carloads of blue stone for paving

and building purposes, two carloads of marble,

and four carloads of granite for monumental pur-

poses. He also received additional material in

smaller quantities.

July 4, 1887, Mr. Scheirer married Sarah Mar-

garet, daughter of John H. Stofflet, and a native

of Lehigh County. They are the parents of three

children, Jesse Laurence, Claude Allen and Esther

Mabel. Mr. and Mrs. Scheirer are members of St.

John's Reformed Church of Slatington, Rev. N. F.

Peters, pastor, and take an active part in the work of

the church, he being a member of the Consistory,

as Deacon and Treasurer. Socially he is a mem-
ber of the Patriotic Order Sons of America, and
Lodge No. 440, F. & A. M. In politics the entire

Scheirer family are Democrats, with the exception

of our subject, who is a stanch Republican, owing
to the fact that he favors protection and is an ad-

vocate of high tariff on all imported monuments.
He is the owner of a comfortable residence in Slat-

ington, and with his wife occupies a high place in

social circles.

T^> DWARD MURPHY. During the period

1 C) of his residence in South Bethlehem, of

which he is one of the oldest settlers, Mr.
Murphy has become well and favorably known by
the people of this place. As a business man he is

energetic and efficient, his dealings with others

being characterized by uniform reliability and
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fairness. At the present time lie is engaged as a

contractor with the Bethlehem Iron Company, one

of the most prominent concerns of its kind in the

state.

A native of Ireland, our subject was born in

1833 to Dennis and Ellen (Canty) Murphy. He

was the elder of two children, and was quite young

when orphaned by his father's death. His mother

survived her husband for many years, attaining

the advanced age of eighty-seven. As the family

was poor he was early. obliged to depend upon his

own exertions for a livelihood, and at the age of

ten years began to work upon a farm, since which

time he has made his own way in the world. Thus

were developed in his character the traits of self-

reliance and perseverance that afterward secured

his success in the business world.

Believing that America offered better opportu-

nities for a young- man without means, he emi-

grated hither in the fall of 1852, setting sail from

Liverpool, and after a voyage of twenty-two days

landed in New York City a stranger in a strange

land. He proceeded to Pennsylvania and inves-

tigated different portions of the state with a view

to settling. He was especially pleased with the

prospects offered in Bethlehem, and accordingly

located at this place. Here he remained until 1862,

when he went to California via New York City

and Aspinwall. Arriving in San Francisco, he re-

mained in that place for some time, and later went

to the mountains in Idaho and engaged in mining

for four years. In his speculations in the far West

he met with considerable success, but not caring to

protract his residence there, he returned to Bethle-

hem in the latter part of 1868. For a time he en-

gaged in mining iron for the Thomas Iron Com-

pany and the Bethlehem Iron Company, after

which he contracted with the latter firm, gulling

out sluices and opening three quarries for them,

which he now operates.

At Bethlehem occurred the marriage of Edward

Murphy and Miss Mary Connal, a native of Ireland,

who died in Bethlehem. Three children were born

to this union, Mary, Bridget and Nora. The sec-

ond marriage of Mr. Murphy united him with Miss

Agnes Sheehen, who was also born in Ireland.

Politically our subject has been a loyal Republican

ever since coming to the United States, and by

that party he has been honored with various offices.

For six years he has been a member of the School

Board. In 1882 he was elected to the Borough

Council from the old Third (now the Fifth) Ward,

and since that time has been chosen for the same

position at each successive election. As this is a

Democratic ward, where at first there were but

three Republicans, his election on the Republican

ticket proves his popularity with the people irre-

spective of political affiliations. As Alderman he

has served on many of the committees and is at

the present time Chairman of the Finance Commit-

tee. He is a member of the Industrial Building and

Loan Association. In religious connections he

is identified with the Church of the Holy Infancy,

as is also his wife.

WALTER P. HUBER, who is engaged in

the manufacture of building brick in

Allentowu, as a member of the firm of

W. J. Egge & Co., was born at Worman's Spring,

now included in the city of Allentown, Lehigh

County, August 22, 1825, and is a son of Peter

Huber, who was born in what was then the village

of Allentown. By trade he was a saddler, and later

engaged in the mercantile business, which he car-

ried on during the greater part of his active life.

Conrad Huber, the grandfather of our subject,

was also born in what is now Lehigh County, but

at that time was a part of Northampton County.

He was of German descent, and the family of which

he was a representative was early founded in the

United States. The maternal grandfather of our

subject was Abraham Worman. His daughter,

Anna, became the wife of Peter Huber, and to

them were born three children, of whom Walter

P. was second in order of birth. When he was

only two years old his mother died, after which the

father married Mary Worman, a sister of his first

wife. His death occurred in Allentown in 1884.

No event of special importance occurred during

the early boyhood of our subject. He attended

school at the Allentown Academy, and at an early

age began working in his father's store. He later
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clerked in a grain and feed store, thus becoming

familiar with business methods. He remained in

his father's employ until twenty-three years of agei

and in 1848 he started in business for himself as a

dealer in dry goods and groceries. That year the

great Are consumed the principal part of the city

and our subject sustained a heavy loss, being en-'

tirely burnt out. Consequently, in the year 1850'

he removed to Weseosville, where he embarked in

general merchandising, and for many years was a

prominent business man of that place. He had a

good store and enjoyed an extensive trade until

1870, when he sold out and returned to Allen-

town.

Mr. Huber has been twice married. In 1848 he

was joined in wedlock with Miss Mary A. Ritter,

who was born and reared in Rittersville, and was

a daughter of Charles Ritter. Her death occurred

in 1868, and their only child, a daughter of sixteen

years, passed away in 1865. In 1869 Mr. Huber
was again married, his second union being with

Miss Anna R. Egge, a daughter of W. J. Egge.

Their home is located at No. 217 North Ninth
Street, and is a fine three-story brick residence,

richly and tastefully furnished. They are both

prominent people of this community, and hold a

high position in social circles.

On his return to Allentown in 1870, Mr. Huber
was superintendent of a plant engaged in the

manufacture of fire-brick. That connection was
continued for eleven years, on the expiration of

which period he withdrew from that firm and
joined W. J. Egge in the manufacture of building
brick. Business is now carried on under the firm

name of W. J. Egge & Co., and their yards are lo-

cated at the corner of Tenth and Allen Streets.

They have a fine plant, equipped with all the latest

improved machinery for doing first-class work, and
their annual output is three million brick. They
have a large home trade, and also ship quite ex-
tensively through the adjoining towns and coun-
ties. As the building material which they turn
out is of an excellent quality they find a ready
sale for the same, and are now enjoying an exten-
sive business.

Mr. Huber exercises his right of franchise in

support of the Republican party and is a stanch

advocate of its principles, yet has never sought

or desired official preferment, his time and atten-

tion being occupied by his business dealings. He
has, however, served as a member of the School

Board of Allentown for twenty-one years, and

the cause of education finds in him a warm friend,

ever ready to advance its interests. He and his

wife are both members of the United Evangelical

Church, and he is regarded as one of the substantial

citizens of his native county.

^P.8*-#-««==^
HENRY D. LEH, M. D., located at Egypt,

has a patronage that is large and con-

stantly on the increase, which desirable

state of affairs has been brought about by a thor-

ough knowledge of his profession, promptness in

filling his engagements, and the painstaking and
careful manner in which he performs all his work.

He is a native of Lehigh County, and was born

December 8, 1861, to Daniel and Susan (Frantz)

Leh, at present residing in the above-named coun-

ty, of which they are also natives.

Our subject is one of the fourth generation of

the Leh family in America, and was the only son
born to his parents. His sisters are, Maggie, now
Mrs. Jeremiah D. Schneck, of Lehigh County, and
Ellen, the wife of Richard A. Krauss, residing in

Slatington, this state. His parents are members of

the Reformed Church, and old settlers of North
Whitehall Township, this county.

Henry D. Leh, of this sketch, received his educa-
tion in the public schools of Lehigh County, after

which he attended a select school taught by Prof.

John H. Behringer. He subsequently taught two
terms of school in Lehigh and Northampton Coun-
ties, and when ready to begin his medical studies

entered the office of Dr. J. A. Kock, of Egypt.
After reading under his guidance for two years,

Mr. Leh entered the medical department of the

university of Maryland, at Baltimore, where he
attended the winter courses of 1881-82-83 and 84,
and received his diploma as Doctor of Medicine
March 14 of the latter year.

The lady to whom Dr. Leh was married in 1884
was Miss Ellen O, daughter of Joshua Laury, now
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deceased. Their union has resulted in the birth

of three children: Homer D., Virginia M. and
Russell Weir. Soon after his marriage our subject

located in' New Tripoli, this state, where he was
engaged in practice for about three years, and at

the expiration of that time came to Egypt, where
he has since made his home. He is a well edu-

cated and polished gentleman, has been successful

in his practice, and is a general favorite in social

and professional circles. He is at present serving

as School Director, and is an enterprising citizen,

of whom the people of Egypt may well feel proud.

He is identified with the German Reformed
Church, and aids greatly in the furtherance of the

good work in his locality. In politics he is a

strong supporter of Republican principles, and his

vote has ever been cast with that party.

E3.
~=J$+$$

FRANK E. SHENTON. Slatedale, Lehigh

County, is the home of many energetic

and prosperous business men, but none

merit more praise than the gentleman with whose

name this sketch is introduced. He succeeded his

father, Francis Shenton, in the slate-roofing busi-

ness, and has been carrying on a prosperous trade

in that line since 1888. He also carries a stock

of general merchandise, and his sales each year

amount to $25,000. His store is fitted out with dry

goods of every description, as well as a full line

of staple groceries and agricultural implements.

The subject of this sketch was born in Philadel-

phia in November, 1859. His father, Francis

Shenton, was born and reared in England, where

he gained a thorough knowledge of the mercantile

business in every detail. On coming to the United

States he embarked in business and soon became

one of the prominent merchants of Lehigh County,

being the proprietor of a fine and well equipped

establishment in Slatedale. In this he continued

until 1888, when he was succeeded by his son. In

addition to his mercantile interests he was also the

pioneer slate dealer of Slatedale, in which enter-

prise he met with flattering success.

Francis Shenton was twice married. By his first

union there were born seven cbildren.six now liv-

ing, namely: George; Elizabeth, wife of L. J. Fick;
Annie E., Robert M., Frank E., William S. and
Thomas H. His. second marriage resulted in the
birth of two children, Dora and Howard. For
many years'he served as Postmaster at Slatedale,

where he is now living in retirement from busi-

ness cares. For many years he was one of the most
enterprising and substantial business men of the
place, and it is to such men as he that the town is

indebted for its material prosperity.

Frank E. was given a good education in the

public schools of Slatedale, and as soon as old

enough began clerking in his father's store, where
he learned every detail of the business, so that

when the latter retired from active work he was
thoroughly competent to succeed him. He pos-

sesses superior ability, and the success which has

already rewarded his exertions is but an indica-

tion of what the future will undoubtedly bring.

In his political affiliations Mr. Shenton is a Re-

publican and lends ready aid to his party. So-

cially he is identified with the Independent Order

of Odd Fellows, holding membership in Lodge
No. 624 at Slatington. The Methodist Episcopal

Church finds in him one of its most active and

liberal members. He and his wife, whose maiden

name was Annie Hughes, are the parents of five

children, named as follows: Norman, Ralph, Emma,
Carrie and Frank E., Jr. Mr. Shenton has before

him the prospects of a very successful future and

is popular as a citizen and business man.

!>*<!

H OWARD A. HARTZELL has been for al-

most a quarter of a century connected

with the well known firm of M. E. Abel

<fe Co., and now occupies the responsible position

of foreman and manager of the manufacturing de-

partment. This firm does the largest business in

Easton in the confectionery line, and their out-

side sales have increased surprisingly of late years.

Mr. Hartzell is an active Republican, and has been

much interested in municipal affairs. At present

he is serving his second term in the Select Coun-
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oil, and previously he was for two terms a member

of the Common Council. His popularity as a cit-

izen, and his high sense of trust and honor as a

representative of the public, are abundantly shown

by the fact that though his residence is in a very

strong Democratic ward, he has, nevertheless, se-

cured a majority of votes on numerous occasions.

The Hartzell name frequently appears in the

annals of Easton and vicinity, where members of

the family have resided for several generations.

They are of German descent, and the first one of

whom anything is definitely known was Christo-

pher Hartzell, the great-grandfather of our subject.

In the early part of his life he ran a hotel at East-

on. The parents of our subject were John and

Ann (Gould) Hartzell.

The birth of H. A. Hartzell occurred February

19, 1853, at Easton. In his boyhood he attended

the public schools of this city until he was four-

teen years of age, when it became necessary for

him to earn his own livelihood. For a year and
a-half he worked in the capacity of clerk in a car-

pet house, and subsequently was employed by N.

W. Clark, a grocer, for two years. The boy wise-

ly concluded that it would be best for him to learn

a regular trade, and began serving an apprentice-

ship for Mr. Abel, a wholesale and retail dealer in

and manufacturer of confectionery. Twenty-four

years have elapsed since the youth entered that

gentleman's employ, and he may be still found, as

he has ever been, at his post of duty, faithfully

maintaining his superiors' best interests. He has

risen from an ordinary workman to be foreman
and general manager in the manufacturing de-

partment, and brings to bear upon his work a thor-

ough knowledge of the business, and long-culti-

vated habits of industry and perseverance in what-
ever he undertakes.

In social and benevolent organizations Mr.
Hartzell has always taken a great interest. He is

a Mason, belonging to the blue lodge, chapter,

commandery and council. He is Past Master of

the blue lodge and its present representative to

the grand lodge. In Easton Chapter he is Past
High Priest, and is a member of Hugh De Payen's
Commandery. In Lehighton Lodge No. 244, 1. 0.

O. F., he is Past Noble Grand and Trustee, and is

Past Chief Patriarch of the Odd Fellows Valley

Union Encampment. In Easton Council No. 984,

Jr. 0. U. A. M., he holds the office of Treasurer,

and is one of its charter members. Among the

other orders to which he belongs are the Knights

of Malta and the Heptasophs, he being a charter

member of. the latter.

Mr. Hartzell was united in marriage with Miss

Isabel, daughter of John Abel, of this city. Our
worthy subject and wife have a very pleasant

home, whose hospitable doors swing freely open for

the reception and entertainment of their many
friends and acquaintances, who hold them in high

esteem. Mr. Hartzell, who has long been identified

with all movements having for their object the

•welfare of his fellow-citizens and the prosperity of

the community at large, is a Director in the West
Ward Building and Loan Association.

mmm&&m®m
DAVID J. GODSHALK, editor of the South

Bethlehem Star, was born in Williams

Township, Northampton County, Pa., De-
cember 23, 1836, within a hundred yards of the

house in which his mother, Anna Rosina (Unangst)
Godshalk, was born in 1809. His father, Benjamin
Godshalk, was a native of Bucks County, Pa., and
a son of Samuel and Sidney (Kelley) Godshalk, of

New Britain, in that county. When the subject of
this sketch was an infant, his parents moved to

Easton, the shire town of Northampton County,
where they lived many years, the father dying in

that city in 1873. The mother died in Bethlehem
in 1891.

In early boyhood David J. was a pupil in the

public schools of Easton, but in 1849 he was sent

by his father to Doylestown to learn the printer's

trade with his uncle, Frank P. Sellers, who there

published a temperance paper called the Olive

Branch. During the daytime he was employed at

his trade, while the mornings and evenings were
spent in running errands and in omnivorous read-
ing. After a short time the Olive Branch plant
was taken to Norristown, where it was changed to
an Abolition journal and sold to Mr. Moyer. At
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-Norristown the young printer made excellent prog-

ress at his trade, and also made numerous essays

into the field of reportorial and story writing, with

an occasional dash into the realms of rhyme. In

1851 he relinquished his employment with his un-

cle' and returned to Easton, where he remained

with his parents for a time. In looking for an

opening in the great city of New York, he came

across an advertisement for a young fellow about

his age to set type, etc., at the printing-house of

John A. Gray in that city. His father took him to

the metropolis, where he commenced work for Mr.

Gray. Afterward he was employed in various of-

fices, filling different positions, including those of

compositor, proof-reader and occasional correspond-

ent of the New York Times. Occasionally he be-

came interested in . journalistic ventures in the

country. At one time he went to Kennett Square

and aided B. F. Coles in the reportorial, editorial

and general business management of the Kennett

Square Free Press, a newspaper owned by the late

Dr. Frank Taylor, and to which Barcley Pennock

(a companion of Bayard Taylor in some of his

. travels), Dr. Stebbins and others were contributors.

Returning to Norristown about 1860, Mr. God-

shalk took charge of the National Defender, owned

by an intimate friend of his boyhood, Edwin

Scha'll, who afterwards became Colonel of the Fif-

ty-first Pennsylvania Infantry, and was killed at

the head of that regiment in the Battle of the

Wilderness. He took with him to Norristown his

young wife and infant daughter, he having been

married in 1858, in New York City, to Susan A.

Seely, a native of Orange County, N. Y. Return-

ing to New York, he was employed as compositor

and proof-reader on the New York Times, and in

other offices during the exciting political period

which preceded the election of Mr. Lincoln to the

presidency. His wife died in 1861, leaving an

only daughter, who is now her father's right hand

in the literary work of the South Bethlehem Star.

In 1863 Mr. Godshalk enlisted in Company

I, Twenty-second Regiment New York National

Guards, and was assigned to the United States serv-

ice, where he remained three months, being with

his regiment in front of the enemy at various points

in Maryland, and at Harper's Ferry and Winches-

ter, Va. At the expiration of three months the

Twenty-second was sent home to assist in quelling

the draft riots in New York, under General Canby.

In 1863 the regiment formed a part of the provis-

ional corps of Gen. "Baldy" Smith at Gettysburg,

but was not actively engaged.

Returning to New York, Mr. Godshalk engaged

in newspaper work again, but some time afterward,

on account of poor health, he retired temporarily

and visited his parents in Easton. Shortly after-

ward, in association with William Eichman, one

of the founders of the Easton Daily Express, he

started a job-printing office in that citjr
. In the same

year, at the suggestion of Gen. W. E. Doster, God-

shalk and Eichman moved the office to Bethlehem,

and commenced the publication of a weekly paper

called the Chronicle. On Mr. Eichman's with-

drawal from the firm, General Doster took his in-

terest, which our subject later purchased. Febru-

ary 4, 1865, he issued the first number of the first

daily newspaper in Bethlehem. He remained at

the head of the Times, as the paper was called,

until 1887, when it became the property of the

Times Publishing Company.

From Bethlehem Mr. Godshalk wentto Trenton,

N. J., where for less than a year he was joint pro-

prietor with Edward Fitz George, of the Trenton

Times. Selling his interest in that publication, he

became half-owner, with Hon. Howard Mutchler,

of the Easton Daily Express, but his health parti-

ally failing, he withdrew from his connection

therewith, intending to relinquish newspaper work.

This he did, but only for a time, as in 1889 he pur-

chased the South Bethlehem Star of M. S. Grim

and J. B. Harlacher, and has since been its editor

and proprietor. He is fitly called the Nestor of

journalism in the Lehigh Valley, owing to his long

years in harness.

Though always taking an active part in politics,

Mr. Godshalk has never held any office except that

of Councilman in Bethlehem. Prior to Greeley's

campaign for the presidency, he had been an inde-

pendent Republican, but since that time he has

acted with the Democrats. At this time, 1894, he

is actively engaged in his newspaper work, and

under his control his paper has taken front rank

among the newspapers of the Lehigh Valley.
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Mr. Godshalk became a Mason in his early

manhood, and is a Past Master of Bethlehem Lodge,

F. & A. M.; Past High Priest of Zinzendorf Chap-

ter, R. A. M.; Past Thrice Illustrious of Bethlehem

Council, R. & S. M., and a member of Hugh de

Payen's Commandery, of Easton. He is also a

member of J. K. Taylor Post, G. A. R., in which

he is a Past Commander, and belongs to various

beneficial and charitable organizations, in which

he takes an active part. In all public matters he

takes a lively interest, and never loses an oppor-

tunity to commend the good and condemn the

evil, both with tongue and pen.

Editor Godshalk has made his home in Bethle-

hem since 1865, and for seventeen years has re-

sided on the corner of High and Wall Streets, a

pleasant location in the residence part of the town

CTT RCHIBALD JOHNSTON, a mechanical en-

/ \ gineerof Bethlehem, occupies a responsible

position as Superintendent of the plate de-

partment of the Bethlehem Iron Company. He is

very enterprising and public-spirited, and thor-

oughly conversant with the details of his business,

being a graduate of Lehigh University, where he

received his degree as a mechanical engineer.

The birth of Mr. Johnston took place in Phce-

nixville, Chester County, Pa., he being the son of

Joseph Johnston, and the fourth in his family of

ten children. The boyhood of our subject was
passed in Bethlehem, to which place his father re-

moved when he was a child of only four years, and
here he entered the city schools, graduating from
the high school at the age of fifteen years. After-
ward he served an apprenticeship as a machinist in
the Bethlehem Iron Company works, where he re-

mained for four and a-half years, the year and a-

half following being spent in the finishing depart-
ment of the steel-rail mill. In 1885 it was his priv-
ilege to enter Lehigh University, where he pursued
a course of study in mechanical engineering under
Professor Klein, graduating from the institution in

1889. For four months afterward he was in the
physical laboratory of the Bethlehem Iron Com-

pany, and later entered the forging department,

where he took up the forging of guns, shafts, etc.

At the end of a year, or in 1890, he was placed

in charge of the erection of the one hundred and
twenty-five ton hammer which was built in these

works, and which took about eight months to erect

and place in running order. It was completed by

October, 1891. Since that time Mr. Johnston has

had charge of the hammer, which is used in the

manufacture of armor plates. A press of seven

thousand tons for binding armor was also erected

by Mr. Johnston, who has charge of it, as well as of

another forging press of fourteen thousand tons.

The engine for running this press is of fifteen thou-

sand horse-power. The armor-plate machine-shop
is also under his supervision.

In 1891 occurred the marriage of our subject to

Miss Estelle Borhek, a native of Bethlehem. Her
father, A. C. Borhek, is a member of the firm of

Borhek & Micksh, dealers in lumber and coal. Mr.
and Mrs. Johnston are members of the Moravian
Church. While in college the former was Presi-

dent of his class in the Sophomore year, and served

for one year as Treasurer. Fraternally our subject

belonged to the Greek letter society of Theta
Delta Chi.

. ' ^l*£P »

WILLIAM BOYER, a venerable represent-

ative citizen, and retired agriculturist

of Centreville, is a native of Northamp-
ton County, and was born February 10, 1826. His
parents, Jacob and Anna (Miller) Boyer, were na-
tives of the same county, their ancestors having
settled in Upper Mt. Bethel Township, near the

Delaware River, in a very early day. They were
brave and noble men and women, who left their

native place and came to what was then called the
"far West," making their homes in the forests and
on the wide prairies, where danger beset them on
every hand. The Indians were a constant source
of terror to the few settlers scattered over the

country, and they knew not what day or hour they
might have to give up their homes, and perhaps
their lives, in defending their loved ones. Wild
beasts were also to be found in great numbers, and
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it was unsafe to venture even a few rods from their

dwellings without the trusty shotgun in their

hands. Many were the perils and hardships they

had to undergo, and their children and grand-

children may well look back with pride to the

ancestors who so bravely endured the trials and

dangers of a pioneer life.

John Boyer, the grandfather of our subject,

came to Northampton County and settled in Up-

per Mt. Bethel Township, on the Delaware River,

and the Boyers have been a prominent family in

that region ever since. Jacob, the father of Will-

iam, resided in Centreville for a number of years,

but later purchased a farm and became a tiller and

cultivator of the soil. He engaged in this occu-

pation for a time, but when he became advanced

in years he removed to Portland, Pa., and in a

few years passed peacefully away. Of his children

four survive: William, our subject; Samuel, who

makes his home in Newark, N. J.; Mrs. Peter Fry,

of Portland, Pa.; and Courtlin, now living in

Washington, D. C.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man's

estate in Northampton County, and has passed

most of his life in agricultural pursuits, although

he followed the trade of a carpenter for a short

time. He attended the public schools of his native

home in his early boyhood, but is mainly self-edu-

cated. In 1853 he purchased ninety acres of beau-

tiful farm land in this township, and for thirty-five

years was one of the leading agriculturists of

Northampton County. In 1893 he gave up the

arduous duties of farm life and removed to Cen-

treville, where he now resides, living retired and

enjoying the wealth which, by his own honest

efforts and good management, he accumulated in

his younger days.

Mr. Boyer was united in marriage with Miss

Sallie, a daughter of Henry and Elizabeth Butz,of

Warren County, N. J. This union has been blessed

by the birth of two children: Anna, who is the

wife of Reuben Emery; and Henry. Mrs. Boyer is

a native of Warren County, N. J., and was born

May 10, 1829. Her ancestors were pioneers of the

Delaware Valley, in New Jersey, and made their

home there until their death. She was one of eight

children born to Mr. and Mrs. Butz, four of whom

are living: Catherine, the widow of Samuel Hill;

Caroline, the widow of Abram Steine; Henry, who
resides in New Jersey; and Mrs. Boyer. Philip

Butz, an uncle of Mrs. Boyer, was a soldier in the

War of 1812.

Politically our subject is a Republican, and is

always found in the front ranks of that party. He
and his excellent wife are members of St. Paul's

Lutheran Church, and are earnest workers in the

cause of Christianity, and as such well deserve the

high regard and esteem in which they are held.

HENRY L. ODENWELDER, who is of-

ficiating as Justice of the Peace of Palmer

Township, Northampton County, was born

here on the 5th of February, 1842, being a son of

Jacob B. and Mary A. (Gratwhole) Odeu welder,

also natives of this county. His paternal grand-

father, Philip Odenwelder, was likewise born here,

and it is said that his grandfather was the founder

of the family in Palmer Township, whither he

came in a very early day and became one of its

pioneer settlers.

During his earlier years the father of our sub-

ject was employed as a tiller of the soil, but in

later life he was for a time proprietor of the well

known Forest House, which is situated in Palmer,

adjoining Easton Township. His death occurred

April 15, 1884, at a ripe old age. Of his children,

five are now living, namely: Robert, who makes

his home in Forks Township, Northampton Coun-

ty; Sabilla, wife of Enos Ott, a resident of Easton,

Pa.; Henry L., of this sketch; Tilghman, who lives

in Palmer Township, near the Forest House; and

Asher J., a resident of Easton, Pa.

In the district schools of Palmer Township the

subject of this sketch was enabled to gain a rudi-

mentary knowledge of the three R's, after which

he attended a private school in Easton. Starting

out in life, he became proprietor of the Forest

House, where for about a quarter of a century he

officiated as "mine host," and by his genial hospi-

tality won the friendship of the traveling public,

so that those who were once his guests looked for-
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ward to a second visit with pleasure. For a short

time he made his home in Easton, and in October,

1891, moved to his present home.

Taking a deep interest in everything pertaining

to the public welfare, Mr. Odenwelder has long

been an important factor in promoting the prog-

ress of town and county. In politics a Democrat,

that party has no supporter more loyal than he.

For a time he served as Auditor of Palmer Town-

ship, and in February, 1893, he was elected to

his present position, that of Justice of the Peace,

which he holds for a term of five years. Socially

he is a member of the Knights of Pythias, belong-

ing to Castle Hall, Amana Lodge No. 77, at Easton.

The marriage of Mr. Odenwelder united him

with Miss Emilina Breinig, who is a daughter of

George Breinig, a resident of Lehigh County, liv-

ing near Bethlehem. One child blesses this union,

Emma C. In addition to his other interests, our

subject is a stockholder in the South Side Land
Company. He is a man who enjoys to the fullest

extent the confidence and regard of the people

among whom his entire life has been passed, and

while he has not gained great wealth, he has se-

cured a competence which will enable him to spend

his declining years in comfort.

ROBERT ODENWELDER, who is well

' known throughout Northampton County
as an influential citizen of Forks Town-

ship, is a member of a family long connected with

the history of this county. He is the descendant,

in the fourth generation, of the founder of the

family in America, who emigrated from his native

Germany and settled in what is now known as

Palmer Township. The parents of our subject,

Jacob B. and Mary A. Odenwelder, were natives of

Northampton County, where the father followed

the occupation of an agriculturist in Palmer Town-
ship until his death. A man of strict integrity

and kind heart, he had a large circle of friends in

this community, and was frequently chosen to rep-

resent his fellow-citizens in official capacities.

Born in this county September 28, 1835, the

subject of this biography was educated in the pub-

lic schools of Palmer Township and in a private

school in P^aston. After leaving school he was

engaged in teaching for a short time. January 27,

1859, he was united in marriage with Miss Cather-

ine A. Ott, a native of this county and a daugh-

ter of Samuel Ott. Of the six children born to

this union but one is-living, Mary A., wife of E.

J. Richard.

For several years, in connection with farming,.

Mr. Odenwelder also carried on a mercantile busi-

ness. In the spring of 1884 he moved to Forks

Township, where he has since made his home. As
a farmer he has been very successful, and also met
with success as a dealer in agricultural implements,

in which he was engaged for a time. In politics

he is a Republican, and upon that ticket has been

elected to numerous local positions. He has serv-

ed as Overseer of Roads for his district, and also

filled the office of School Director of Palmer Town-
ship. It was largely through his influence that

macadamized roads were secured in the town-
ship of Forks. In religious belief he is a member
of the Third Street Reformed Church of Easton.

The present estimable wife of our subject was
Mrs. Sabina Sandt, daughter of Charles J. Messin-

ger, formerly a resident of Forks Township. She
was born in this township October 27, 1838, and her

parents, Charles J. and Nancy (Bonten) Messinger,
were also natives of Northampton Count}-. It is

said that the first representative of the family in

this locality was her great-grandfather Messinger,
who was a pioneer of Forks Township. Her fa-

ther for many years engaged in farming, also served
as a Director in the Northampton County Mutual
Fire Insurance Company, and was a man of prom-
inence. In politics he was a Democrat. He was a

member of the Board of School Directors of Forks
Township and for several years was its Secretary.

In religious belief he was connected with the Re-
formed Church in Forks Township. Of his chil-

dren the following survive: Sarah A., wife of

Aaron Dewalt, of Forks Township; Josiah, a resi-

dent of Palmer Township; and Sabina. The lat-

ter was first married to Stephen Sandt, and by
that union became the mother of two children,

namely: Matilda, wife of Harry Rolling, and John
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C. Mr. Sandt died in October, 1867, in the faith

of the Lutheran Church, to which he had belong-

ed for many years. Mrs. Odenwelder is a lady of

amiable disposition and many graces of character,

and with our subject occupies a high place in the

confidence and regard of the people.

*##+^e* s>

DAVID KUNTZ. This prominent citizen of

Northampton County needs no introduc-

tion to our readers, for he is widely and

favorably known, and is at present living retired

in Treichler's. He is a native of this county, and

was born November 10, 1834, being the son of

Solomon and Saloma (Saeger) Kuntz.

The father of our subject was born in this

city, while his mother was a native of Lehigh

County. The Kuntz family is an old and promi-

nent one in this section, the first of the name hav-

ing located here early in the last century. Solomon

Kuntz, who followed the occupation of a farmer,

departed this life in 1883. He reared a large fam-

ily of. children, of whom the following four are

living: Mrs. F. M. Hower, who resides in Daniels-

ville, this state; Elizabeth, also making her home

in that place; David, of this sketch, the next in

order of birth; and Stephen, who makes his home

in Allentown.

The original of this sketch was reared to man's

estate on his father's farm, and in the mean time ac-

quired a goodly amount of knowledge in the com-

mon schools and in the academy at Norristown, this

state. In 1867 he left home and accepted the po-

sition of station agent for the Central Railroad

Company of New Jersey, serving in that capacity

until 1884, when, on account of ill health, he was

obliged to resign from that business.

April 5, 1858, David Kuntz and Miss Mary A.,

daughter of Charles and Mary (Brown) Berlin,

were united in marriage. The lady was born July

22, 1837, in Northampton County, of which section

her parents were also natives. The family had the

honor of naming Berlinsville, where they resided

for many years. Mr. Berlin was a blacksmith by

occupation, and departed this life in 1867, greatly

respected and mourned. Of the family of chil-

dren of whom he became the father, six survive,

namely: Mrs. Kuntz; Cecelia, the wife of Abram
Buck, living in Topeka, Kan.; Edwin, a resident of

Cherryville, this state; Elizabeth, the wife of James

Scheirer, a resident of Lehigh County; James, a

prominent physician of Bath, this state; and Allen,

engaged in business in Slatington.

To our subject and his estimable wife there have

been born three children: Elwood M., living in

Mauch Chunk; Wellington W., a mechanical en-

gineer in the Cornell (N. Y.) University; and Jen-

nie, attending high school at Mauch Chunk. Mr.

Kuntz is now serving his second term as School

Director. With his wife, he is a member in good

standing of St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Lehigh

Township, and aids in every way possible to further

the cause of Christianity in his community. In

politics he is a stanch adherent of Republican

principles.

Mr. Kuntz has been very successful in life, and

besides owning his valuable estate is a stockholder

in the Second National Bank of Allentown. With

others he was instrumental in securing the build-

ing of the bridge connecting Cherry Ford and

Treichler's, and has been President and Treasurer

of the Franklin Bridge Company for many years.

He is a wealthy and prominent resident of this

county, one who by his upright and honest life

commands the confidence and esteem of all who

have the honor of his acquaintance.
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OHN REDINGTON, one of the prominent

citizens of South Bethlehem, has been for

lirty years an efficient employe of the Le-

high Valley Eailroad, and is one of the most

practical men in the railroad business in the coun-

try. He was appointed June 1, 1894, to the im-

portant post of Supervisor of the Lehigh Divis-

ion, his office being at South Bethlehem, and his

division comprising the territory from Easton to

Mauch Chunk. A native of Ireland, Mr. Reding-

ton was. born in County Galway, in 1842, being a
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son of John and Bridget (Fallon) Redington, who

were likewise natives of the Emerald Isle, where

they passed their entire lives. The father followed

agricultural pursuits, and in religious faith was a

member of the Catholic Church.

The subject of this record is next to the eldest

of eight sons and one daughter, who are all living,

and his boyhood was passed on his father's farm

in Ireland until he was fourteen years of age. In

1856 he came to America, and on landing at New
York City proceeded to Cincinnati, Ohio, where

he had several iincles living. He went to school

in that city for some time, and during the va-

cations drove a team from the refinery to the

docks, one of his uncles being superintendent of

the concern by which he was employed. At the

age of sixteen he commenced teaming, steadily

following that vocation for nineteen months, and

during that time making one trip to New Or-

leans with Captain Simms. The war breaking out,

he entered the Government employ, being en-

gaged for nearly fifteen months at work on the

construction of tracks near Nashville, Tenn. He
next went to New Jersey, working on the Morris &
Essex Railroad until 1864, when he came to the Le-

high Valley. Here he worked for nearly a year as a

section hand at Mud Run, and when the track was
laid over Wilkes Barre Mountain, between White'
Haven and Wilkes Barre, he was engaged in assist-

ing on the same until June, 1867, when he became
foreman of a section of the Wyoming Division.

He was later employed on this division until 1869,

when he took charge of a gravel train at Wilkes
Barre, continuing in that capacity until 1876. From
that time until 1884 he was stationed in the vicin-

ity of White Haven, in charge of construction

work. Next he was Roadmaster of the Wyoming
Division, laying the track on the mountain cut-

off. In 1890 he commenced laying the track of
the Pottsville Division, of which he was Road-
master from the start, and in 1894 was promoted
to his present place.

In January, 1869, Mr. Redington married, in

Wilkes Barre, Miss Mary Fox, who was born in

Birkenhead, Lancashire, England, and was brought
to America in her infancy. To Mr. and Mrs. Red-
ington has been born one son, John, Jr., who is a

member of the Class of '96, of the Jefferson Medi-

cal College. The family are members of the Church

of the Holy Infancy, and have many warm friends

in this city. For fifteen years Mr. Redington,

while a resident of White Haven, served as a Coun-

cilman, at the end of which time he refused further

service. Though a Democrat, he is not a radical

one, but believes in voting for the best men, re-

gardless of party lines. He is a member of the

Roadmasters' Association of America, and makes

his employer's interests ever paramount to all

others.

3#*If

HENRY L. REICHENBACH, a leading busi-

ness man, beiug a manufacturer of awn-

ings and a sign painter, is conducting a

thriving trade in the city of Allentown, which is

his native place. His birth occurred here Decem-
ber 12, 1856, and he is the son of William and

Anna (Stabler) Reichenbach, natives of Lehigh

County, but both now deceased. There were six

children in the parental family, viz.: Caroline, who
married William Gangwer, and lives in Allentown;

Alfred L., City Treasurer of Allentown; Henry L.,

our subject; William; Catherine; and one who died

in infancy.

He of whom we write received a good education

in the public schools of Allentown, and on reaching

his eighteenth year learned the trade of a sign

painter, working under the instruction of William
Fink. That gentleman dying in 1876, our subject

assumed control of the business, which he is still

carrying on. In 1878, however, he added the

manufacture of awnings to his already prosperous

business, and soon the product of his establishment

found a ready sale throughout the Lehigh Valley.

He stands at the head of his profession as a sign and
coach painter, and the amount of work which he is

called upon to perform in that line necessitates

his employing several men.

April 6, 1876, our subject and Miss Ella M.
Wolle were united in marriage. Mrs. Reichen-
bach was the daughter of William and Mary (Koh-
ler) Wolle, natives of Egypt, Lehigh County. The
father is deceased, but the mother survives and
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makes her home in Allentown. By her union with

our subject, Mrs. Reichenbach has become the

mother of two sons, William and Charles. With

her husband she is a consistent member of the

English Reformed Church.

Mr. Reichenbach is a Democrat, and is interested

in local and national issues. He is a liberal-spirited

man, ever ready to aid in all matters of public in-

terest.

HJHZ =+

FRANCIS EDWARD FENNER, the subject

of this sketch, was born September 29,

1846, in Bethlehem, Pa. He is the off-

spring of an old Moravian family, His father being

the late Felix Fenner. His mother, who in maid-

enhood was Mary E. Christ, is at the time of this

writing one of the oldest residents of Bethlehem.

Until his fifteenth year Mr. Fenner attended the

Moravian Parochial School of his native town. In

1862, when in the seventeenth year of his age, he en-

listed as a member of the One Hundred and Fifty,

ninth Pennsylvania Infantry, on an emergency call,

being mustered in at Harrisburg. During his serv-

ice he did provost duty in Reading, and later in

Philadelphia, where he was stationed until mus-

tered out by special order.

After his military service Mr. Fenner served an

apprenticeship, at the conclusion of which, in

1868, he became a partner with his father in the

firm of F. Fenner & Sons. The business was car-

ried on successfully until 1883, when the subject of

this sketch retired for the purpose of connecting

himself with the management of the South Bethle-

hem Supply Company. This company owns and

operates one of the largest general stores in this

state. Their building, a commodious three-story

brick, has entrances on Broad and Fourth Streets,

South Bethlehem, with a floor space of twenty thou-

sand three hundred and seventy square feet. It is

fullv equipped in all its departments, and enjoys a

large patronage. One of the chief departments is

the buying, preparing and selling of meats, which

is under the supervision and management of Mr.

Fenner. In 1886 he superintended for this com-

pany the erection and construction of one of the

finest and best equipped packing and refrigerating

plants in ttiis section of the country. The success

of this department is largely due to his conserva-

tive business policy since he has devoted his un-

tiring energy to catering to the wants of the

public. Besides being one of the managers, Mr.

Fenner is also a large stockholder -in the above

company. He is interested also in other business

ventures, being a Director of the South Bethlehem

Niagara Land Company and of the Fair and Driving

Park Association. He is President of the Schiller

Mining Company, of Aspen, Colo., and the owner

of real estate in the three Bethlehems.

In 1867 Mr. Fenner was married, in Bethlehem,

to Miss Emma, daughter of Jacob Fenstermacher.

Eight children were born to bless their home, five

of whom survive. These are: Marie, now Mrs. A.

K. Leuckel, of Trenton, N. J.; Anna; Francis E.,

Jr.; Lillie May; and Harvey.

Mr. Fenner believes in liberally -educating his

children, in consequence of which Marie and Anna

graduated from Linden Hall Seminary, Lititz, Pa.;

Lillie from the Moravian Parochial School, Beth-

lehem; Francis attended Orchard Lake Military

Academy, Orchard Lake, Mich., and Lehigh Uni-

versity; and Harvey attended Pennington Semin-

ary, at Pennington, N. J., and East Greenwich

Academy, at East Greenwich, R. I.

Politically Mr. Fenner is a Republican, and in

religion is a member of the Moravian Church. He

erected in 1884 one of the finest residences on

Fountain Hill, South Bethlehem, at the corner of

Fourth and Wyandotte Streets, where he now

resides.

IMON D. VON STEUBEN, one of the well-

to-do farmers of Bethlehem Township in

former years, is now making his home in

Hecktown. He still owns his farm in the afore-

said township, comprising some seventy-one acres,

and in addition to this owns a one-third interest

in one hundred and fifty-five acres of land in

Bethlehem Township. He comes of a renowned

German family, his grandfather, Peter M. Von

Steuben, having been a near relative of the famous



898 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

Baron Von Steuben, the gallant soldier of Revo-

lutionary fame.

Our subject is a son of Augustus L. and Hannah

(Dreisbach) Von Steuben, and was born October 9.

1833, i.i Northampton County. The parents were

natives likewise of this county, and the father

spent his entire life in this locality, where his

death occurred in 1886.

In his early years Simon D. Von Steuben was in-

itiated into the duties of carrying on a farm, con-

tinuing to give his assistance to his father until

his majority. He received very fair school advan-

tages, his education being obtained in the public

schools of the period, and for a short time he was

also permitted to attend the schools of Bethlehem.

Not content, however, with this moderate share of

education, he has continued assiduously the pur-

suit of knowledge, believing it to be the duty of

every true citizen of this great Republic to keep

well informed on general topics relating to hei wel-

fare. At the age of twenty-one years the subject

of this notice started out to carve his own way as

best he could, and after serving a brief apprentice-

ship followed the trade of milling for a short time.

However, as his years had been mainly devoted to

agricultural labors, he felt himself out of his true

element, and returned to farming, which occupa-

tion he followed for the succeeding eleven years.

Later on he built a gristmill at Hecktown, where

he engaged in the milling business once more for

a time. Of late years this mill has been utilized

as a creamery, and portions of it have also served

as a hall for the Grangers' and Junior Mechanics'

meetings.

September 25, 1855, Simon' D. Von Steuben

wedded Eliza N. Koehler, who was born in this

county April 1, 1838. The parents of the lady

were David and Lavina (Schortz) Koehler, who
were both born in Northampton County. The
Koehler family are early and favorably known
settlers of this locality, and the same might be said

of the Schortz family. Mrs. Von Steuben's grand-
father on her mother's side is said to have been a

soldier in the War for Independence, and, at any
rate, it is well known that the men of the family
have always been patriots, in peace or war. Eight
children came to bless the union of our subject

and wife: Milton R., deceased; Irvin, Asher, David,

Laura, Liddia A., Minnie L. and Ellen C. These

children were given good educational advantages,

and were faithful attendants on the services

and Sunday-school of the Lutheran Church, to

which both parents belong. Mr. Von Steuben has

for many years officiated as Superintendent of the

Sunday-school, and is a zealous worker in the

church. In politics he casts his vote in favor of

the candidates of the Republican party. I u all gen-

eral and local affairs he is sure to be found on the

side of progress and advancement of the public

prosperity.

WILLIAM J. GILBERT. Well known
among the citizens of Coplay is the

popular ticket and freight agent at

this place, who is also agent for the United States

Express Company. His entire life has been passed

in the Keystone State, of which his ancestors for

several generations were residents, and with the

development of which the family has long been

intimately connected. Now in the prime of life,

he has worked his way upward to his present re-

sponsible position, and has gained the respect of

his large circle of acquaintances.

The subject of this notice was born in Catasau-

qua, Pa., March 27, 1855, being a son of Augustus
H. and Rebecca (Biery) Gilbert, natives respect-

ively of Northampton County and Catasauqua,Pa.

While little definite information can be obtained

concerning the ancestral history, it is supposed
that the Gilbert family originated in England,
while the maternal progenitors were of German
stock. Augustus H. Gilbert was for many years

bookkeeper for the Lehigh Car Wheel and Axle
Works at Catasauqua, where his death occurred

September 14, 1886. His widow is still living, and
maices her home in Allentown.

The rudiments of his education our subject ob-

tained in the common schools of Catasauqua, after

which he was for two years a student in Union
Seminary, at New Berlin, Pa. In the spring of

1873 he entered upon his active business career,

becoming at that time connected with the Lehigh
Valley Railway Company at Fullerton,Pa. After
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several years spent in that place he returned to

Catasauqua, where he secured a position as freight

clerk for the Lehigh Valley Railroad, remaining
thus employed for three years. The year 1881
witnessed his arrival in Coplay, where he has since

filled the position of ticket and freight agent.

More than ordinary interest has been taken by
Mr. Gilbert in educational matters, and lie is at

present serving as School Director in Coplay. He
bears an honorable reputation among his neighbors

and fellow-citizens, and is regarded as a man of

great capability, who has contributed his quota to

promote the growth of the village, and has aided

in elevating the social and moral status of the

communit3'. Politically he always votes the Re-
publican ticket. He and his wife are connected

with the Lutheran Church, and are regular attend-

ants at its services. As an intelligent and pro-

gressive man he receives the regard and respect of

his associates.

mm

JOHN PRICE WETHERILL, of South Beth-

lehem, is one of the most prominent zinc

manufacturers in the United States, the con-

cern with which he is connected having been

established here by his father about half a century

ago. The Lehigh Zinc Works, as it is now known,

ranks among the most important industries of the

Lehigh Valley, and they afford employment to

hundreds of men. Step by step this enterprise has

advanced from a very small beginning to its pres-

ent vast proportions.

The subject of this sketch, who is general man-

ager of this company, conies from one of the old

families of New Jersey, his ancestors having set-

tled in Burlington in 1660. They were English

Quakers, and were among the first manufacturers

in the United States, first as cloth-weavers and aft-

erward branching into the manufacture of white

lead. Our subject's grandfather, John Price, who

was born in Philadelphia, was an extensive manu-

facturer of white lead in that city, and was Chair-

man of the Select Council there for twenty years.

The Wetherills were Quakers until the Revolution-

ary War, when, on account of their service in the
army, they were excluded from the church, and
soon after started the society of Free Quakers,
building a church at the corner of Fifth and Arch
Streets, Philadelphia. Col. Samuel, the father of

our subject, was also born in Philadelphia, and fol-

lowed the same calling as his father. Afterward
he took up the manufacture of white zinc at New-
ark, N. J., whither he went to introduce the new
enterprise. In 1852 he perfected his process, which
he patented the following year, and then located

in Bethlehem, building the works on the eastern

part of the present property of the Lehigh Zinc and
Iron Company. He engaged m the manufacture

of oxide of zinc, and later erected buildings on the

other half of the property, his aim being to produce

the pure metallic zinc by a new process of his own
invention, which, however, did not prove a thor-

ough success. Before this time the Belgium pro-

cess for manufacturing metallic zinc had been in-

troduced, and workmen had been brought over

from Belgium. In 1860 the proprietors of these

firms consolidated, becoming known as the Lehigh

Zinc Company.

About this time the war broke out, and Mr.

Wetherill enlisted, raising two companies in Bethle-

hem, the first becoming a part of the Eleventh Penn-

sylvania, and the other a part of the Sixth Penn-

sylvania Cavalry. Mr. Wetherill was commissioned

Captain and later promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel.

He went through the entire war, taking part in all

the engagements in which his command partici-

pated. During this time the works were carried

on under the supervision of B. C. Webster, and

when the Colonel returned he retired from the

business, having sold out his' interest. For a time

he resided in Bethlehem, later removing to the

eastern shore of Maryland, where his death oc-

curred at the age of sixty-eight years. His wife,

Sarah Chattin, was of Scotch-Quaker parentage, and

was born in Tampico, Mexico, her father having

been engaged in business in Tampico. After her

parents' death Mrs. Wetherill went to Philadelphia,

and in that city occurred her death, at the age of

fifty years. Her husband was twice married, having

four children by his first union, and two children by

his second marriage. An own brother of J. Price
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is S. P., who is Vice-President of the Zinc Company

of South Bethlehem. Georgiana became the wife

of W. E. Cox, of South Bethlehem, whose biograph-

ical sketch occurs elsewhere in this work. W. C.

is manager of the Empire Iron Company in Jop-

lin, Mo.

Born in Montville,N. J., in 1844, J. P. Wetherill,

on attaining a suitable age, pursued his studies in

Nazareth Hall for three years, thence going to

school in the state of New Jersey, and in 1863 en-

tering the Polytechnic College of Philadelphia. In

that year he enlisted as a member of Company H,

One Hundred and Forty-seventh Pennsylvania In-

fantry, from Bethlehem, and served in Philadel-

phia, being mustered out in Reading on the expira-

tion of two months. Returning to college, lie re-

sumed his interrupted studies, devoting his time

to mining, engineering and metallurgy, being grad-

uated in 1865 with the degree of Mining Engineer.

Thence going to Schuylkill County, he was em-

ployed with the Philadelphia & Reading Coal

and Iron Company, becoming Chief of Mining
Engineers in 1877. In 1881 he resigned and pur-

chased the plant of the Lehigh Zinc Company,
which had been unsuccessful. In this enterprise

he was not alone, as he had associated with him
Richard and August Heckscher, of Philadelphia,

and Samuel P. Wetherill. In 1881 the company
was incorporated as the Lehigh Zinc and Iron Com-
pany, Limited, and later was re-incorporated as the

Lehigh Zinc and Iron Company, with a capital

stock of $600,000, J. P. Wetherill becoming gen-
eral manager. The various departmentsof this ex-
tensive plant turn out immense quantities of metals,

about five hundred tons of white zinc, four hun-
dred and fifty tons of metallic zinc and three hun-
dred tons of Spiegeleisen per month. The plant
covers eleven acres, and in the works are employed
some four hundred men. They also own mines at
Franklin, N. J., and there employ three hundred
men. In 1887 the Empire Zinc Company at Jop-
lin, Mo., was incorpoiated for mining ore and
manufacturing metallic zinc, and of this our sub-
ject is President. He was also one of the organi-
zers of the Florence Company at Florence, for man-
ufacturing oxide of zinc by the French process, the
best in the trade. Branch offices of these companies

are at No. 45 Cedar Street, New York, and No. 925

Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, and they ship to all

parts of the United States and Europe. The loca-

tion of the work here was made on account of the

discovery of zinc deposits of great value in the vi-

cinity. The discovery was made by William T.

Roepper, Secretary of the Moravian congregation.

Those mines were operated by the company until

1881, but the present corporation operate their

mines at Franklin, N. J.

In 1869 Mr. Wetherill was married to Miss Alice,

daughter of Ira Cortright, and their residence is

on Delaware Avenue, Fountain Hill. They have

six children, Ira C, being employed at the works

at Joplin, and the others are: Anna, Florence, John

Price, Jr., William Chattin and August Heckscher.

In politics Mr. Wetherill is a strong Protectionist,

and, like his father, is greatly interested in the wel-

fare of South Bethlehem. The latter laid out

seventeen acres in what is now the main part of

the city, and both he and his son have been im-

portant factors in the upbuilding of the place.

*f-h -#>

r~y HARLES DETWEILER, who is carrying

Vy on a good business as a blacksmith in

Allenton, wf>.s born in this city, May 5,

1833. He is the son of John Detweiler, a native

of Berks County, this state, who later in life lo-

cated in this county. His good wife, prior to her

marriage Anna Lohman, was also born in this

county. Grandfather Detweiler was born in Hol-

land, and settled in Berks County, where he spent

the latter years of his life.

Charles, of this sketch, attended the common
schools of his native city, and on reaching the

age of eleven years, was deprived by death of his

mother, and four years later suffered the loss of his

father. He was the eldest in the parental family

of five children, and as his father and mother were

people of limited means, he was compelled early

in life to look out for himself. He worked out on

farms for a time, and then served a three-years

apprenticeship at the blacksmith's trade under
Peter Heller. After becoming acquainted with the





OWEN F. LEIBERT.



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 903

business, he received as his first year's wages $25

and his board and clothing.

Our subject continued to work for others as a

blacksmith until April 8, 1859, wher. he erected a

shop of his own, and now has the largest estab-

lishment in the city, giving employment to eleven

men. He is known all over the county as an ex-

pert horse-shoer. and never fails to give satisfac-

tion in any work done. He is interested as a.stock-

holder in several enterprises in the city, among

them being the Iowa Barb Wire Company and the

Allentown Brewing Company. In politics our

subject is a stanch Democrat, and socially belongs

to Lehigh Lodge No. 83, 1. O. O. F.

In March, 1855, Mr. Detweiler was united in

marriage with Miss Anna Reinsmith, a native of

this city, and the daughter of Peter Reinsmith, who

was born in Whitehall Township. Their union

has resulted in the birth of the following-named

five children: Charles D., George H., Harry L.,

Robert R. and Flora. All the sons are engaged in

business with their father.

In 1890 our subject built his present shop, which

is located at Nos. 531 and 533 Walnut Street. It

is a brick structure, two stories high, and 40x92

feet in dimensions. Mr. Detweiler is a public-

spirited citizen, and in 1884 was elected for a term

of three years to represent the Second Ward in the

Select Council of Allentown. He took great pride

in conscientiously discharging the duties of the

office, and is highly esteemed by all who know him.

OWEN F. LEIBERT was appointed in Jan-

uary, 1893, to the position of General Su-

perintendent of the Bethlehem Iron Com-

pany, and is one of the thorough mechanics and

engineers of Bethlehem. He is an able and capa-

ble man for the position he holds, being thor-

oughly conversant with the details of the work,

and having himself served many years in the

trade. Personally he is well liked, being affable

and courteous in manner, and at the same time

business-like and straightforward in his manner of

dealing with his fellow-men.

The mechanical genius of Mr. Leibert appears to

40

be an inheritance, as his ancestors for many gen-

erations have been machinists and millwrights.

His great-great-grandfather, Michael Leibert, was

born at Rheinpfalz, Germany, and when a young

man came to America, settling in Germantown,

where he ran a hotel. He was a Catholic in relig-

ious faith, and his death occurred when he was

sti)l young. Later his wife married a Mr. Fenster-

macher, a Moravian, and removed to Lititz, where

he afterward died. She afterward came to Bethle-

hem to make her home, and here her death occurred.

The great-grandfather of our subject, Martin,

was born in Germantown, and was a mechanic and

manufacturer of spinning-wheels at Emaus. The

next in line of descent, Henry, was born in

Emaus, and followed the trades of millwright,

miller and distiller on Leibert's Creek. His wife,

Catherine Knauss, was born near Emaus, and was

the daughter of a Moravian farmer. Our subject's

father, John, was born at Leibert's Gap, in Milford

Township, Lehigh County, and for a time lived in

Hanover Township. Later he was employed as a

millwright and miller in Craneville (nowCatasau-

qua), to which place he removed in 1839, and then

started in business there with George Frederick.

He became Chief of the Water Works and Power

Company in that city. His death occurred in 1845,

at the age of thirty-seven years and six months.

He had married Catherine Owens Tice,a native of

New York State, whose father, a sea-faring man,

was born in Nova Scotia, and her mother in Lon-

don. England. They settled in the Saucon Val-

ley, where Mrs. Leibert was reared to womanhood.

She' was orphaned at the age of ten years, and was

reared by Peter Swartz in Upper Milford Town-

ship. She is a Lutheran, while her husband was a

Moravian. Though now nearly eighty-seven years

of age, she is still living and makes her home in

Catasauqua.

Owen Leibert, who is the second son in his fa-

ther's family, was born in Hanover Township, Le-

high County, August 27, 1836. His eider brother,

Henry, is in charge of the machine shops of the

Bethlehem Iron Company; his sister Jane resides

in Catasauqua with her mother; Mary A., Mrs.

James Nevins, and Gwenny P., Mrs. Price, both

died in Catasauqua. In that city Owen Leibert
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was reared, attending the public schools until he

was eleven years of age, when he was obliged to

go to work. On the death of his father he was

only eight years old, and David Thomas, Super-

intendent of the Crane Iron Works, became his

legal guardian. He worked under that gentleman

and his sons from the age of eleven until twenty-

one years old. At the age of thirteen he went

into the blacksmith shop to learn the business, and

in time became foreman in the shop. Later, in

company with Daniel Milson, he went to Nor-

ristown, Pa., and there engaged in manufacturing.

January 16, 1863, Mr. Leibert came to this city,

working as a blacksmith for the Bethlehem Iron

Company, and later with his brother as a machin-

ist. Returning to Catasauqua, he was employed

in the car shops as foreman for sixteen months,

on the expiration of which time he came back to

this place and became draftsman for the Bethle-

hem Iron Company, and afterward foreman in the

steel works, where he was employed for twelve

years. „ Next going to Wheeling, W. Va., lie was in

the Riverside Iron Works for nine months. In

1886 he received the position of assistant engineer

to John Fritz, under whom he served from 1863

until 1893, during which time he was General Su-

perintendent and Chief Engineer of the Bethlehem

Iron Company. After the completion of the ord-

nance works of Bethlehem, he continued as As-

sistant Superintendent until January, 1893, when

he assumed his present responsible position. He
owns a fine residence on Market Street and other

property, and is interested in the Bethlehem Iron

Company, and the First National Bank as a stock-

holder. In politics he votes with the Republican

party and takes an active interest in its success.

In Germantown, Pa., January 28, 1864, he mar-

ried Miss Mary M., daughter of Benjamin Warner.

MICHAEL DEGNAN. One of the most
prominent citizens of South Bethlehem is

introduced at the opening of this sketch.

Until a year ago he was prosperously engaged in

business in the city, but having accumulated a

handsome fortune, he determined to retire and en-

joy the fruits of his early toil, and so disposed of his

enterprise to his two sons. James M. has charge

of the general merchandise department, while

Thomas is the manager of the boot and shoe store.

They are both wide-awake, enterprising business

men, and will no doubt follow in the footsteps of

their honored father and become well to do.

The original of this sketch was born in Ireland,

in County Longford, in 1837. He is the son of

James Degnan, a farmer in his native land, where

he lived and died. His wife, Mrs. Mary (Byrne)

Degnan, was also a native of the Emerald Isle, and

after the decease of her husband married a Mr.

Shoudley, whom she accompanied to America in

1842, locating in New Haven, Conn.

Michael, of this sketch, was the youngest of the

parental family of five children, and remained in

Ireland until 1844, when, a lad of seven years, he

came to America with friends, being five weeks in

crossing the Atlantic. He, too, located in New
Haven, and there attended the common schools

until a lad of sixteen years, when he apprenticed

himself to learn the trade of a silversmith, at which

he worked for four years.

Mr. Degnan remained in the Granite State until

1861, the date of his advent into this city, and

for four years after coming hither he followed his

trade with fair success. Later, going to Easton, he

remained there until 1872, being similarly engaged.

In 1872 he came to South Bethlehem, where he

started in the grocery business on Third Street,

and was so successful in this enterprise that he

was enabled to add a stock of general merchan-

dise. In 1882 he purchased his present property,

erected a good building, 40 x 80 feet in dimen-

sions, three stories and basement in height, and

built up an extensive patronage. He later became

the proprietor of the Grand Central Hotel, but, not

finding time to manage it himself, rents the prop-

erty. In November, 1893, Mr. Degnan sold his

establishment to his two sons, and is now living

retired in his beautiful residence.

In 1865 the marriage of our subject was cel-

ebrated with Miss Julia Kelly, who was also born

in Ireland, and by her union with Mr. Degnan has

become the mother of eight children: James M.,
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Thomas L., John J., George P., William J., Joseph,

Michael, Jr.. and Mary. They have all been given

excellent educations and are graduates of the high

school.

Mr. Degnan has been School Director for three

years from the Second Ward. He was among

those who were instrumental in the organization

of the market house, incorporated as South Bethle-

hem Market House, and served for some time as

Vice-President of the company. In politics he is

a strong Republican, and in religious affairs a

member of the Church of the Holy Infancy.

S^ oc.gmGH+MBM*> -
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HENRY C. ROTH, who died March 31,

1894, was at the time of his death the

' senior member of the firm of Roth & Sour-

wine, prominent clothiers and merchant tailors of

Allentown, their place of business being located

at No. 719 Hamilton Street, and going by the

name of "The Anchor Clothing Hall." The city

of Allentown is the home of many energetic

and prosperous business men, who have won for

themselves both fame and fortune, but none ever

merited more praise or were more highly esteemed

than he whose history claims our attention.

A native of Lehigh County, this state, our sub-

ject was the son of Henry and Rebecca (Ebert)

Roth, natives of Lehigh County, and representa-

tives of old pioneer families in this locality. Hen-

ry C. received his educational training only in the

, common schools, but his natural industry enabled

him to acquire an excellent business education.

His first employment when starting out in life for

himself -was as an apprentice in a tailoring estab-

lishment, and after spending four years in learn-

ing that trade he came to Allentown, where he

worked in the shops of other parties until launch-

ing out in. business for himself. In 1 864 he formed

a partnership with H. Schnurman and C. L. New-

hard, with whom he continued until the death of

the senior member of the firm. They handled

ready-made clothing and were wholesale dealers in

cloths, cassimeres, satinets, vestings, and all other

goods appertaining to men's wear. Mr. Schnur-

man dying in September, 1893, the partnership

was dissolved. Our subject, however, immediately

associated himself with Lewis Sourwine, and con-

tinued to cany on business at the old stand, No.

719 Hamilton Street, until his death.

Henry C. Roth and Miss Ellen Rice were united

in marriage at Allentown, February 8, 1859. Mrs.

Roth is the daughter of George and Sally (Berger)

Rice, and was born September 8, 1840. By her

union with our subject she became the mother

of two children, Ellen, and an infant who died.

Mrs. Roth is a devoted member of the English Re-

formed Church, as was her husband, whotookgreat

interest in church work. As a business man Mr.

Roth was highly regarded, being courteous, just

and considerate in all his business and social re-

lations. As a citizen he was ever ready to do what

lay in his power toward the well-being of the com-

munity, and as a family man he was ever a thought-

ful, affectionate husband and father. His death

was sincerely mourned by his business friends and

personal acquaintances, and his place in commer-

cial, church and social circles will be hard to fill.

MARTIN KEMMERER, who for many

years was connected with the agricult-

ural interests of Lehigh County, but is

now living a retired life in Allentown, was born

in Salisbury Township, of the county which is still

his home, December 28, 1818. His father, Martin

Kemmercr, was a native of the same locality, and

the grandfather, Henry Kemmerer, was also born

in Pennsylvania. The family is of German de-

scent, ancestors having emigrated from Wurtem-

berg to America during early Colonial days. Mar-

tin Kemmerer, Sr., made farming his life occupa-

tion. As a companion and helpmate on life's

journey he chose Deborah Waters, who was born

in Upper Milford Township, then a part of North-

ampton County. Her father, Philip Waters, was

also a native of the same county. To Mr. and

Mrs. Kemmerer were born seven children, six sons
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and a daughter: Maria, wife of Adam Louden-

ochater; Philip, Henry, David and Solomon, all

deceased; Martin, of this sketch; and Daniel, who
has also passed away, The father of this family

was called to the home beyond on the 17th of

March. 1854, and his wife died in June, 1841.

Our subject is the only surviving member of the

family. His early education, acquired in the com-

mon schools, was supplemented by study in a select

school in Stewartville, N. J., after which he further

pursued his studies in Fairfield, Ohio. On begin-

ning business for himself, he turned his attention

to farming, and secured land in Salisbury Town-
ship, Lehigh County, where for twenty-four years

he engaged in the raising of grain. His fields

were always well tilled, and the neat and thrifty

appearance of the place was evidence to the pass-

er-by of the careful supervision of the owner.

Mr. Kemmerer was married on the 14th of March,

1843, to Miss Sarah Bruner, a daughter of William
Brunei-, of Lehigh County. By their union were
born five children: William, who died at the age
of twenty-three years; Mary, wife of Jacob N.
Backenstoe, of Lehigh County; Sarah N., wife of
Philip Kemmerer, a resident of Illinois; Leah, wife

of Dr. Thomas H. Leidy, of Boyertown ; and Mar-
tin, who is deceased. The mother of this family
was called to her final rest August 6, 1884, and on
the 9th of December, 1886, Mr. Kemmerer was
united in marriage with Agnes Seler, widow of
Charles Seler, and a daughter of Ferdinand Doer-
ing. They have one child, Martin, Jr.

Having followed farming until 1867, our sub-
ject then removed to Allentown, where he is now
living a retired life. For eighteen years he has
been connected with the Second National Bank of
this place. He is the owner of the old homestead
in Salisbury Township, which has been in posses-
sion of the family for more than one hundred
years. It comprises one hundred and thirty acres
of rich land, upon which are a good house and barn
and other necessary improvements. In politics he
is a Republican, having supported that party for a
number of years. He served for some time as a
member of the Select Council, and while living
upon the farm was for twenty years Justice of the
Peace. That the duties of the office were promptly

and faithfully performed is indicated. by his long

continued service. He holds membership with St.

Michael's Church, and has filled many of its offices.

His public and private life are alike above reproach,

and his honorable, upright career has gained for

him the confidence and high regard of all with

whom business or social relations have brought

him in contact.

<Tpr LFRED BARRALL, M. D. This well known

J- Y an(* skillful physician and surgeon of Wea-
versville is a native of this county, and

was born March 22, 1854. His parents were Will-

iam and Elizabeth- Barrall, also natives of this

county, and born in Moore Township. The fam-
ily in this country is an old and prominent one,

the first representatives being two brothers who
came from the eastern part of France during the

last century, one settling in Berks County,and the

other, from whom our subject' is descended, locat-

ing in Northampton County.

The original of this sketch carried on his pri-

mary studies in the public schools of his native

county, after which he attended the normal at

Millersville. The two succeeding years he taught
school in Moore Township, and then, deciding to

follow a professional career, began reading medi-
cine under the instruction of Dr. Cornelius Barthol-

omew, of Shoenersville. He remained in his office

for four years and then, in 1879, entered the Jef-

ferson Medical College, from which he was gradu-
ated with the Class of '82.

The following year Dr. Barrall located in Wea-
versville, where he soon built up a lucrative practice

and where he has since resided. He is one of the

leading physicians in the place and ranks high
among his medical brethren. He was married to

Miss Susan, (laughter of James, Seip, a resident of

Moore Township, this county. To them has been
granted a daughter, Cora A., a very accomplished
young lady and a graduate of the State Normal at

Kutztown.

In politics the Doctor is an ardent Democrat.
Socially he is a member of the Knights of Malta at
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Bath, and is Past Commander in Cornmandery No.

60. He is likewise connected with the Knights of

the Golden Eagle at Bath, Castle No. 200, and also

with the Junior Order of American Mechanics, No-

757, at Seemsville. He belongs to the Lutheran

Church, in whose prosperity he has been a most

important factor. He ranks among the wealthy

and influential citizens of the county, and is sur-

rounded by all the comforts of life, proving the

truth of the old assertion that "industry will win in

the race for fortune and position." The Doctor is

also a stockholder in the National Bank at Cata-

sauqua, an old and reliable institution.

*^*i! Let m\

JACOB FATZINGER, Jk., a history of whose

life is herewith presented to the public, has

passed from the scene of earthly joys and

sorrows to his final resting-place. He was

born in Weaversville, Northampton County, Au-

gust 9, 1841, and was the son of Jacob and Drusilla

(Weaver) Fatzinger. His maternal grandfather,

Michael Weaver, was a very early settler of this

county, and the founder of the village of Weavers-

ville. The father of our subject was a man pos-

sessed of a moderate education, but of excellent

business qualities. He was a carpenter by trade,

following that occupation in Weaversville for

many years.

Jacob, of this sketch, received his education in

the academy at Weaversville, making a specialty

during his last years in school of the studies of

surveying and civil engineering. He was known

as an expert in this line, and did much surveying

in the northern portion of this county. When

ready to establish a home of his own, he was mar-

ried, October 24, 1879, to Miss Ellen J. Eckeit, a

native of Siegfried's, this county. She was born

October 24, 1857, and is the daughter of Edward

and Diana (Arner) Eckert, who were likewise na-

tives of this section. The great-grandfather of

Mrs. Fatzinger on the maternal side, whose name

was Thomas Gilmore, left Ireland for America

prior to the Revolutionary War. One day, when

about twelve years old, he was standing on the

docks of the town in Ireland in which he lived

just as a vessel was about to leave for America.

The little fellow asked the Captain of the vessel to

take him with him, and the latter inquired what

his parents would say to such a proceeding. "I

have no parents, sisters, brothers or friends, and

no home," replied the poor urchin, who had re-

cently suffered the loss of his whole family from

an epidemic. "And what can you do to pay for

your passage?" asked the Captain. "I will do any-

thing you ask of me—polish your boots or any-

thing,' ' was the heroic reply. The Captain granted

the request, but on landing at Philadelphia sold

him for his passage (a custom of that day), but

how much his services were to bring is not known.

The man to whom he was sold retained him until

he was eighteen years old, when he enlisted for

the Revolutionary War, under General Washing-

ton, crossing the Delaware in the same boat as the

latter. He served until the close of hostilities,

and after the war married, his wife being a native

of Pennsylvania. The mother of Mrs. Fatzinger

departed this life March 12, 1893, and her husband

now makes his home with Mrs. Fatzinger. He is

in his eightieth year, but is still hale and hearty,

taking the entire supervision of the mill property

which our subject left his widow.

Mr. Fatzinger, in connection with surveying,

also operated a gristmill for many years, having a

fine plant, fitted with improved machinery. He

manufactured a superior grade of flour, which

found a ready market in Weaversville and sur-

rounding cities. He was also the proprietor of a

small farm, which he conducted in an admirable

manner, and by this means added to his income.

Although frequently solicited by his friends to ac-

cept public office, he always refused to do so, pre-

ferring to give his entire time and attention to his

private affairs. As a side issue, he was correspond-

ent for many magazines and newspapers, and was

widely known as a talented historical writer. Dur-

ing the publication of the history of Northampton

County many years ago, he was one of the staff of

writers of the history, compiling the biographies

of prominent men in a most readable manner. He

was well posted on all the important changes

which had taken place in his locality, and this, to-
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gether with an excellent memory, made his work

very acceptable.

To Mr. and Mrs. Fatzinger there was born a

son, Thomas E., whose birth occurred February

24, 1883. Our subject was a devoted member of

the Lutheran Church, with which he was connected

for many years. He was a stanch Republican in

politics, and supported every measure which had

for its object the elevation of his community. So-

cially he was a Mason of high standing, and took

a very active part in that order. In his private

life he was a kind father, loving husband and
obliging neighbor, and in his death the county
lost one of its most valued citizens.

JOHN BIRKENSTOCK, proprietor of the Eagle

Brewery in Allentown, was born in Germany
in 1841. There he spent the flret fourteen

years of his life, and then crossed the At-
lantic, determined to make a fortune in the New
World. He landed in New York City, whence he

went direct to Philadelphia, Pa., and attended

school for a time in that city, thus becoming con-

versant with the English language. His next ven-
ture was to learn the cooper's trade, and after work-
ing as an apprentice three years, he abandoned it

for a time in order to enter the ranks of the Union
army.

In the fall of 1863 our subject became a mem-
ber of the Forty-sixth New York Infantry, com-
manded by Colonel Beckern. They were sent to
join the Army of the Potomac, and, forming one
of Burnside's corps, our subject participated in

the battles of the Wilderness, Cold Harbor and
Yellow House. They then made their way by
means of the James River to Petersburg, and
fought the battle at that place, after which Mr.
Birkenstock was taken sick. Receiving a furlough,
he returned to New York, and for some time
was confined in the hospital. In September, 1864,
however, he was sufficiently recovered to return to
his regiment, and October 12 participated in the bat-
tle which occurred near Petersburg. Hecontinued

in the service until the surrender of Lee, when he

was discharged in Washington, D. C.,-in August,

1865. Young Birkenstock returned to Philadelphia

and accepted a position in the brewery of J. G.

Ball, where he obtained a thorough knowledge of

the business.

In 1873 our subject was made assistant manager
of Ball's Brewery, which he held until 1888, when
he became general manager. That 'lie gave perfect

satisfaction is shown by the faci^ that he remained
with Mr. Ball until 1891, when he came to Allen-

town and purchased the Lieberman Brewery, and
changing its name to the Eagle Brewery, has con-

ducted it successfully since. It is a large brick

building, located at the corner of Sixth and Union
Streets, and is equipped with all the latest appara-

tus for the manufacture of beer. The plant has a

capacity of eleven thousand gallons per day. Mr.

Birkenstock is an expert in his business,i being

thoroughly acquainted with alUhe detail work, and
when he left the Quaker City there were, only two
brew-masters in the United States who were older.

The original of this sketch is a Democrat in poli-

tics, and socially belongs to Kensington Lodge Np.

21 1, F. & A. M., at Philadelphia. He also belongs

to Kensington Chapter No. 233, R. A. M.; Ken-
sington Commandery No. 54, K. T.; and Lulu Tem-
ple, Mystic Shrine, of Philadelphia.

Mr. Birkenstock was married in 1868 to Miss

Elizabeth Scholl, of Philadelphia, and to them
have been born three children: Gertrude, Jacob

and John F.

=0#(^

WILLIAM J. SCHLEIFFER. For sev-

eral years past this worthy citizen has

made his home in Lower Saucon Town-
ship, Northampton County. He has served capa-

bly in the position of Postmaster, and in political

affairs is a straight Republican and an active mem-
ber of the Union League.

On the paternal side our subject is of German
descent, his ancestors having been residents of the
Palatinate. One, John Schleiffer, the founder of
the family in America, went to Liverpool, where
he took passage in the ship » Lydia," commanded
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by Captain Allen, and after a long voyage across

the Atlantic landed in the United States in 1853.

He settled in Montgomery County, Pa., near the

old Gashenhoppen Church. He reared two sons,

one of whom was a prominent resident of Mont-

gomery County, and from him descended one

branch of the family. The other brother went to

Bucks County, locating near Cook's Creek, at a

place now known as Schleiffer's Valley, where he

purchased about three hundred and sixty acres of

land. This property was subsequently divided

among his three sons, Abraham, Jacob and Henry,

and it has passed from father to son until it is now

in the hands of the present generation. The early

members of the family were active in the support

of the Colonial party during the War of the Rev-

olution. Jacob Schleiffer, our subject's grandfa-

ther, was born in Bucks County, and was a farmer

by occupation. He married a Miss Kauffman, of

the same county, and they had two sons and three

daughters, namely: Nancy, Eva, Mary, Samuel and

John. In politics the grandfather was a Whig,

and religiously was affiliated with the Mennonite

Church.

John Schleiffer was born in 1815, and on arriv-

ing at maturity devoted his energies to farming.

For his wife he chose Miss Caroline, daughter of

Benjamin Jacoby, of Durham Township, Bucks

County. Seven children, three daughters and four

sons, were the result of this union, and in order

of their birth they are as follows: Catherine, wife of

Moses S. Eisenhart, a hotel-keeper of Spring Valley,

Lehigh County; Franklin, a farmer, who married

Sarah Ann Meyers, of Bucks County; Jacob J., who

wedded Elizabeth Geissinger, and is the present

owner of the old homestead farm near Springtown,

Bucks County; William J., our subject; Mary, who

became the wife of Llewellyn Gerhart, of Coopers-

burg, Pa.; Emma, the wife of John Y. Young, a

grocer of Philadelphia; and John, deceased.

The birth of William J. Schleiffer occurred on

the 28th of December, 1846, near Springtown,

Bucks County. He made the best of his educational

privileges, managing to secure a good education,

and for a time pursued his studies in East Spring-

town Academy. Then obtaining a certificate, he

taught school himself for five terms in Bethle-

hem Township, at. what was known as Church
Hill School. Later he embarked in merchandis-

ing at White Cabin, Bethlehem Township, where

he remained for a year. On the expiration of

that time he removed to Spring Valley, Lehigh

County, where the next eight years of his life were

passed in a general store business. In 1878 he be-

came a resident of Bingen, where he was engaged

in mercantile business successfully for the thirteen

years following.

In 1869 Mr. Schleiffer married Miss Mary E.

Nicholas, daughter of Jacob F. Nicholas, a citizen

of Bethlehem Township. Mr. and Mrs. Schleiffer

have become the parents of four children, who are

as follows: Lottie O, J. Ward, Harry F. and Will-

iam Penn.

»»t > p*i i
i »

HENRY J. DETWILLER. It affords us

pleasure to place before our readers an '

outline of the history of this gentleman»

who is one of the leading chemists of Allentown.

He was born in Hellertown, Northampton County,

this state, February 3, 1848, and is a son of Charles

N. Detwiller, also a native of the above county.

The father, who was a prominent physician, de-

parted this life when our subject was a lad of five

years.

Henry Detwiller, the grandfather of our subject,

who was a native of Switzerland, completed his

studies in Paris, France, alter which he went on a

sailing-vessel as surgeon. Later, concluding to

come to America, he, in company with two friends,

Messrs. Herring and Wiesselheft, set sail for this

country. On arriving in the New World, he es-

tablished the first homeopathic college in America,

which was located at Allentown, Pa., but which,

however, was conducted only a short time. Henry

Detwiller is said to have had the distinction of ad-

ministering the first homeopathic medicine ever

given in America. He was very successful as a

physician, and continued to practice until his

death, which occurred at the extreme old age of.

ninety-seven years. The father of our subject was

also a practicing physician of the homeopathic
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school, and was widely known throughout the Le-

high Valley.

The mother of our subject, who prior to her mar-

riage was Miss Sarah Correll, was a native of Le-

high County, and the daughter of Jacob Correll,

who died when ninety-six years of age. Mrs. Sarah

Detwiller passed away in August, 1891, having at-

tained her seventy-third year. Henry J. of this

sketch spent his boyhood and youth in Friedens-

ville, this county, where he prosecuted his early

studies in the common school. Later he entered

the Bucks County Normal, and afterward became a

student in the classical school at Quakertown.

Thence he went to Doylestown, where he took pri-

vate lessons under the instruction of Rev. Levi C.

Sheip, after which he entered the Philadelphia Poly-

technic College.

In 1866 our subject entered the employ of John

Rickert & Co., of Philadelphia, with whom he re-

mained in the capacity of an apprentice for three

years. In 1869, in company with Daniel Phreaner,

he embarked in the wholesale drug business in

Philadelphia, and carried on operations for one

year. Thence he went to New York City, where

he became Superintending Chemist of the Excel-

, sior Fire Works Company. After remaining in

the employ of that company for some time, Mr.

Detwiller went to Old Mexico, and thence to San

Francisco, Cal. While in the West he engaged in

prospecting through Lower California. From the

Golden State he made his way northward to British

Columbia, at which place he was engaged in min-

ing. Later returning to California, he superin-

tended the construction of a flume for the Hy-

draulic Mining Company, in Chester Valley, after

which he made a thorough tour of the West.

In June, 1875, returning to Bethlehem, this state,

our subject was petitioned to accept the position

of chemist with the Bethlehem Iron Company)
with whom he remained for eight years. In No-
vember, 1888, he came to Allentown, and a year

later opened his present laboratory, which is com-
plete in every respect, and there Mr. Detwiller

analyses iron and cement, being employed by three

iron and eleven cement companies.

In October, 1882, our subject was married to Miss

A. Belle Saeger, of Allentown, and a daughter of

Henry J. Saeger. Her father was Cashier of the

Allentown Terminal Railroad, and is at present re-

siding in the above city. To Mr. and Mrs. Det-

willer have been born two daughters, Mary S. and

Anna S. Mrs. Detwiller is a devoted member of

the Lutheran Church, while our subject is con-

nected with the German Reformed Church. In

politics he is a Republican.

p*>

ADAM D. CHRISTMAN, one of the prom-

inent and representative citizens of Penn

Forest Township, Carbon County, is a na-

tive of this state, having been born in Monroe

County, in 1836. His parents, Solomon and Mary

M. (Kunkle) Christman, were also born in the

above county, where the Christman family were

early settlers.

The original of this sketch remained in his na-

tive county until a lad of fifteen years, in the

mean time carrying on his studies in the district

schools. He then came to Carbon County, locating

in Penn Forest Township, where for a number of

years he was engaged in teaming, hauling goods to

the Lehigh River. He owned his wagon and horses,

and although quite young when starting in this

business, managed his affairs in a profitable man-

ner, and when ready to engage in a different line

of work had a snug little sum to begin with.

Young Christman, after abandoning teaming,

purchased a sawmill, located on Strong Creek,

about two and one-half miles east of the Lehigh

River, which he still owns. He has ever since car-

ried on an extensive lumber business, and at one

time was the owner of three sawmills in this town-

ship. He is an enterprising business man, and is

held in high favor in commercial circles through-

out the county. His career has been marked by

justness and fairness, and he has ever been the soul

of honor in his dealings.

Adam D. Christman was married to Miss Julia

A., daughter of Henry Keiper, of Monroe Coun-

ty, and to them has been granted a family of ten

children. Barbara, Mrs. Youngkin, the eldest, who
is a widow, resides in Minneapolis, Minn.; Monroe
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is engaged in business in East Mauch Chunk;

Jackson W. is living in Williamsport, tliis state;

Sarah is the wife of John Lerose, and makes her

home in Scran ton; Joseph F. and Robert are resi-

dents of Penn Forest Township; and Oliver is liv-

ing in the West. The wife and mother departed

this life in 1893, mourned by a large circle of

friends and acquaintances.

In connection with his occupation as a lumber-

man, our subject is the possessor of large tracts of

land in Carbon County, which have been accumu-

lated through years of industry and hard labor.

Mr. Christman's political sympathies extend to the

Republican party, and he is a firm believer in the

strength of its principles and the efficacy of its

platform. He has held the office of Justice of the

Peace since 1860, and. endeavors to honorably ful-

fill the duties of the position, and in so doing has

gained the respect of all with whom he comes in

contact. He is a devoted member of the Lutheran

Church, and in favor of all measures tending to

elevate society and forward the good of the com-

munity.

THEODORE LORENZO SEIP, D. D., Pres i

dent of Muhlenberg College of Allentown,

was born in Easton, Pa., June 25, 1842,

and is a son of Reuben L. and Sarah A. Seip. His

ancestors emigrated from Germany to Northamp-

ton County, Pa., early in the eighteenth century,

and members of the family served in the Revo-

lution and the War of 1812. Our subject at-

tended the private and public schools of Easton

and Bath, Pa., and was carefully reared by his par-

ents, especially by his devoted mother. At the

age of sixteen, he began preparing for college in

Weaversville Academy, and afterward was sent to

Pennsylvania College, at Gettysburg. In 1863,

when General Lee invaded Pennsylvania, he joined

the college company, which was mustered into

service as Company A, Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania

Infantry. He was detailed for duty at headquar-

ters with the staff of Maj-Gen. D. N. Couch, then

in command of the Department of the Susque-

hanna, with whom he served until his company

was mustered out. During the spring vacation

of 1864 he was a delegate of the United States

Christian Commission in Tennessee and Georgia,

having charge of the hospitals in Murfreesboro,

Tenn. Later he went to Chattanooga, and was

sent with General Sherman on his way to Atlanta.

When his service with the United States Christian

Commission had expired, he returned to college,

and was graduated in the Class of '64.

In October following Mr. Seip entered the

Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia,

and the following year, as agent of the United

States Sanitary Commission, he was sent on an in-

spection tour to Grant's army. After his gradua-

tion at the seminary, in 1867, he was called to

Muhlenberg College, and was elected Principal of

the academic department and. Adjunct Professor

of Greek. He thus served until June, 1872, when

he was elected Professor of the Latin and Greek

languages and literature, in which office he served

until 1876. The financial condition of the school

was then pretty bad, and he was made financial

agent. His labors soon restored confidence in the

college, and the ruin that threatened was pre-

vented. In 1885 Dr. Seip was elected President

of the college, and entered upon his duties the fol-

lowing January. He has been connected with this

school from its beginning, and its success is due

• greatly to his untiring and earnest efforts. He has

taught in its various departments, and is acknowl-

edged a most able instructor. He wins the confi-

dence and respect of his pupils, and leaves upon

their lives an influence for good which is never

forgotten.

In 1866 Dr. Seip married Miss Emma Elizabeth

Shimer, of Bath, Pa., who was confirmed in the

same class with her husband. She died in the

year 1873, leaving four children: Howard Shimer,

A. M., D. D. S., a skilled dentist of Allentown;

Rev. Frank Muhlenberg, A. M., pastor of Trinity

Lutheran Church of Lebanon; Annie Elizabeth, a

graduate of the Allentown High School and the

Luthervilie Female Seminary; and Theodore Lo-

renzo, who died in early infancy. In 1877 Dr.

Seip married Miss Rebecca Keck, of Allentown,
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who is a faithful companion and helpmate. In his

family he is a kind and loving husband and father,

among his friends is a courteous, genial gentle-

man, and is a Christian always. He is untiring in

the work of the Lutheran Church, and though he

has never been pastor of a congregation, few min-

isters have done more toward inducing the young
to enter the path of righteousness than Dr. Seip.

In politics he is a Republican.

•^fBRiS22-

MOSES HOLLENBACH is proprietor of

the Hollenbach Mill in Lowhill, Lehigh

County, which he has operated for the

past thirty years. He is recognized as one of the

prominent business men who have contributed

largely to the financial prosperity of this part of

the county. With true public spirit he has aided

every enterprise that would in any way advance

the welfare of the community and promote the

growth of the town or improve its condition.

The Hollenbach family is one of the oldest and
most prominent of Lehigh County. Our subject

is the son of John and Maria Hollenbach, and was

born in this county July 7, 1830. In boyhood he

attended the public schools, and for a short time

was a student in a private school in New Lexing-

ton. When quite young he learned the trade of

a millwright, which he has made his principal vo-

cation in life, although at different times he has

engaged in farm pursuits on a small scale. Besides

his mill property he is the owner of twenty-five

acres of highly improved land in Lowhill Town-
ship.

In 1892 a full roller process was introduced in

the Hollenbach Mill, and the product is a very su-

perior grade of flour. A specialty is made of the

manufacture of the "Silver Leaf" flour, which is

composed of one-fourth spring wheat and three-

fourths winter wheat. After having superintended
the mill for a long time, Mr. Hollenbach turned
the management of it over to his son, Thomas B.,

a young man of ability and energy.

By his marriage with Miss Ellen Sheirer, our sub-
ject has had nine children, but two are deceased.

Those living are: Melissa, wife of Franklin Zim-

merman; Amanda, now Mrs. Peter Hoffman; Frank-

lin H.; Catherine, Mrs. J. M. Diehl; Thomas B.;

Emma, wife of Dr. James Haas, of Fogelsville; and

Sarah. The wife and mother departed this- life

November 21, 1885, greatly mourned by her fam-

ily and friends. In politics Mr. Hollenbach is a

Democrat. He has always taken an active interest

in public affairs, and is now serving as Assistant

Assessor of Lowhill Township. For many years

he has been identified with the Lutheran Church

of Unionville.

Thomas B. Hollenbach, the son of our subject,

and the present lessee of the mill, was born in Le-

high County, November 2, 1865. Early in life he

learned the miller's trade from his father, and be-

ing endowed with superior business qualifications,

is making a success of that vocation. Like his fa-

ther, he votes the straight Democratic ticket. He
and his wife, whose maiden name was Velarah

Houseman, have had one child, a daughter, Flor-

ence M., but she is now deceased.

4#- *£*

AMUEL MILLER, ex-Sheriff of Lehigh

County, is widely and favorably known
throughout this section. He is at present

residing in North Whitehall Township, where he

owns and occupies a farm of one hundred acres,

upon which he has erected suitable buildings and
introduced all the improvements of a model estate.

He is a native of this county, and his birth occurred

July 30, 1837, to George and Magdalena (Newhard)
Miller, likewise natives of this section.

Grandfather John Miller, who during his life

was a well-to-do agriculturist, was in turn the son

of Jacob Miller, a native of Germany, who emi-

grated to America, and for a short time made his

home in Northampton County. Later he removed
to this county, and purchased four hundred acres

of land in North Whitehall Township from the

heirs of William Penn. He fought as a soldier in

the Revolutionary War, and during that period

participated in the battle of Brandywine Creek.

George Miller died May 14, 1861, and of his

family who survive we make the following men-
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tion: Catherine is the wife of Daniel Braun, and

makes her home in Reading, this state; our sub-

ject is the next in order of birth; and Hetlie,

the younger daughter, is now Mrs. Joseph Har-

mon, and is living in Allentown. He of whom
we write spent the first seventeen years of his life

on his father's farm, during which time he received

a limited education, but did not have the advan-

tages now offered the young men of the present da}'.

When leaving home he went to Saegersville, and

for two years was engaged in learning the trade of

a harness-maker. Afterward he erected a shop on

the farm which he is at present occupying, and for

three years worked at his trade.

Mr. Miller was elected Sheriff of Lehigh County

in November, 1889, and entered upon the duties

of that responsible position in January of the fol-

lowing year. He served, his term of three years,

and during that time gave the best of satisfaction

to all concerned. He has also been a member of

the School Board, and was Tax Collector of his

township for some time.

Mr. Miller while residing in Northampton Coun-

ty was engaged in the lumber business for two

years, which trade he also carried on for a twelve-

month, in Carbon County, and for several years

after coming to this county. His life has been a

varied one, and besides the occupations already

mentioned he was a butcher for several years, and

,
has often been called upon to auction off the goods

of the people in his vicinity. For twenty-two years

he had an extensive dairy on his farm, and shipped

milk in large quantities to Mauch Chunk.

In his political relations our subject is a strong

Democrat, and socially is an Odd Fellow in good

standing with the lodge at Slatington. He is an

active member of St. John's Reformed Church, and

has many sincere friends in this neighborhood.

The date of our subject's marriage with Miss

Sarah E. Hitter was July 10, 1859. Mrs. Miller

was born in this county, May 18, 1841, and was the

daughter of Henry and Catherine (Rickert) Ritter,

natives also of this county. The father died when

she was an infant, and her mother later married

Tilghman Kern. By her union with our subject

there have been born three children: David H. G.,

Victor W. P., and Mary A., now Mrs. Henry D.

Broder. Mr. Miller is a well informed man, and
for several years had a good practice in thiscounty

as a veterinary surgeon. He is a thoughtful reader,

a close observer, and keeps himself posted on all

topics of general interest, and has won his way
with no special advantages in his youth to a posi-

tion of prominence.

-S
~S)$+$ K=i

S~

PETER M. LEIDICH. No man has done

more for the upbuilding of Williams Town-
ship, Northampton County, than Mr. Leid-

ich, who has proved a valuable acquisition to the

citizenship of this locality. His prompt and meth-

odical business habits, good financial talent, and

tact in the management of affairs, have brought

him before the public at various times, and in every

position he has promoted the interests of his com-

munity. Though he has met with reverses in his

career, he has by strong determination overcome

these, and has worked his way upward to a posi-

tion among the prosperous citizens of the county.

He is a resident of the village of Stouts, in the vi-

cing of which he owns two hundred acresof well

improved land.

Born in Northampton County, August 8, 1845,

our subject is the son of Samuel and Sarah (Mit-

raan) Leidich, also natives of this county. His

grandfather, Joseph Leidich, who founded the fam-

ily in this county, was a soldier in the Revolution-

ary War, and a son of a Pennsylvanian, a native of

Montgomery County. The subject of this sketch

was reared to manhood in Lower Saucon Town-

ship, where he was born, and the school of which

he attended for some years. He was also for a

short time a pupil in a private school at Bethlehem,

after which he taught school five successive winter

sessions. From that time he has been engaged in

agricultural pursuits, and as a farmer has been

prospered, meeting with fair success in his work.

In 1865 he secured a school in Williams Township,

and four years later settled in Stouts, where he still

resides.

Taking a warm interest in all public matters, Mr.

Leidich has represented his fellow-citizens in num-
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erous positions of trust. For three years he was

Auditor of Northampton County, and has also

served as Judge of Elections in Williams Township.

Politically a Democrat, he is firm in his allegiance

to that party, the principles of which he believes

best adapted for our country's progress. Identi-

fied with the Evangelical Lutheran Church at Dur-

ham, he has for many years been a member of the

choir of that congregation. Socially he is con-

nected with Durham Grange, of which he is the

present Master.

The marriage of Mr. Lejdich and Miss Elizabeth

Raub took place in 1868. Mrs. Leidich was born

in Northampton County, March 2, 1844, and is a

daughter of David and Catherine (Badder) Raub,

natives of this county. The Raub family was early

established here, and her great-grandfather was a

resident of Williams Township. Unto Mr. and
Mrs. Leidich were born six children, namely: Cath-

erine E., Otis O., Ida M., Annie O, Sarah E. and
Mary R. In religious belief Mrs. Leidich holds

membership in the Evangelical Lutheran Church,

which the children also attend. The family is

highly regarded socially and is one of prominence
in the community.

m* m «! «< <«

JAMES R. ZEARFOSS, an enterprising and
well-to-do business man of Easton, is one of

her prominent citizens. For about fifteen

years he has devoted his energies to the man-
agement of his large general lumber trade, in ad-
dition to which he, in company with others, owns
and operates a wholesale ice business, known as the
Easton Ice Company, of which he is President. He
is a member and one of the Directors of the Easton
Board of Trade, and has been an important factor
in many of the industrial enterprises of this place.

The birth of our subject occurred in Riegelsville,

Hunterdon County, N. J., July 13, 1840, his par-
ents being Thomas and Mary A. (Raub) Zearfoss.
His ancestors were natives of Germany, and his
paternal grandmother was reared in the Quaker
faith. George Zearfoss, his grandfather, was a na-
tive of New Jersey, a farmer by occupation, and a

very successful man in business affairs. Thomas
Zearfoss, his son, was born on the old homestead,

and on arriving at man's estate became Superin-

tendent of a division of the Delaware Canal. Aft-

erward he was made Superintendent of the mines

of the Durham Iron Works, situated about a

mile from Riegelsville. In later years he was

engaged in the lime and sand business. In politi-

cal affairs he took an active part, being a stanch

Democrat, and was a good citizen in the best sense

of the word. Religiously he belonged to the Luth-

eran denomination, taking an intelligent interest

in all church affairs, and in the congregation to

which he belonged occupied official positions. On
his death, which occurred in 1887, he was placed

to rest in the cemetery of Riegelsville. His three

children are all living. G. F. Zearfoss is engaged
in the lumber business in Easton; and Emma J.,

who became the wife of John Bellis, of Riegels-

ville, resides on the old homestead.

The boyhood years of James R. Zearfoss were

passed on his father's farm, and his education was

obtained in the public schools. For two years he

was in the employ of his grandfather, and after-

ward became bookkeeper for Peter Uhler. With
that gentleman he remained, giving him his faith-

ful services for eighteen years, and was associated

with him in several branches of his trade, that of

grain and lumber. For two years subsequently he

was engaged in the lime business at Riegelsville,

and with his former employer carried on a mer-

cantile business. In 1869 he came to Easton and
engaged in the lumber trade, in connection with

Mr. Uhler, and at the time of the latter's death, in

1877, he leased the mill, which he carried on inde-

pendently for two years. In 1879 the mill was
sold by the executors of Mr. Uhler's estate, Mr.
Zearfoss becoming the purchaser. He then took
in Mr. Hilliard as a partner, and together they
have continued the business up to the present

time.

In politics Mr. Zearfoss is a Democrat, and, like

a true citizen and patriot, he is interested in every-
thing that relates to the country's interests. He is

a member of the Lutheran Church, and endeavors
to put in practice in his daily life its exalted
teachings. Fraternally he is a member of the Ma-
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sonic order, belonging to the blue lodge, chapter,

council, commandery and Lulu Temple of the Mys-

tic Shrine of Philadelphia. January 17,1892, he

was united in marriage with Mrs. M. A. Glanz,

daughter of Henry Rinek, of Easton. She was

born in this city, received a good education here,

and has always held a high place in social circles.

O^^M»»»»»»».»»»<»jB|»»»»»4"»»»>(>

bAFENES H. LICHTENWALNER, one of

the most prominent citizens of Lehigh

County, is the proprietor of the Lichten-

walner Flouring Mill, which is located in Cedars-

ville. This property was purchased from Charles

Mertz by Solomon Lichtenwalncr, the father of

our subject, who at his death was probably the

most well known man in the county, and his loss

was sincerely and deeply mourned by all who knew

him.

He of whom we write is a native of this county,

having been born December 20, 1849. He is a son

of Solomon and Maria (Stetler) Lichtenwalner,

who are also natives of this section. He was

reared to man's estate in Upper Macungie Town-

ship, and thereafter followed farming for several

years. When abandoning that kind of work he

engaged in milling, which business he has found to

be very profitable, and which he has carried on

since that time. He received his primary educa-

tion in the common school, and also carried on his

studies in the normal at Kutztown, and the high

school at Mycrstown. Later he took a course in

Blackwell's Business College at Allentown, from

which he was graduated, and when ready to suc-

ceed his father in the milling business was thor-

oughly prepared to manage affairs in a satisfactory

way.

The Lichtenwalner Flouring Mill is a stone

structure four stories in height, and was first built

by Charles Metz. Our subject first rented the

property for a number of years, during which time

he operated it under the old system, but the second

year of its ownership he put in a full roller process,

which enables him to turn out the very finest flour

in a very short time. He makes a specialty of

merchant flour, besides also doing considerable

custom work. The mill has a capacity of about fifty

barrels in twenty-four hours, the machinery being

run by water-power, and in the busy season it is

kept working night and day. Our subject gives

employment to three men, and in addition to

manufacturing flour also makes at his mill the

celebrated granulated bran, so well known through-

out the county.

He of whom we write was married April 12,1873,

to Miss Agnes L., daughter of Charles and Rosa

Folk, natives of Berks County, this state, and their

union has been blessed by the birth of the follow-

ing-named six children: Elmer O, Frank P., Edgar

H., Ellis E., Bessie and Wilber. Though not a

partisan in politics, Mr. Lichtenwalner is faithful to

the interests of the Republican party, and always

supports the principles of that organization. Re-

ligiously he is a member of the Lutheran Church,

in which he has been Deacon and Superintendent

of the Sunday-school for many years. He has met

with good success in his .business career, and

though he began life empty handed, is now num-

bered among the substantial citizens of the com-

munity.

w ILLIAM J. YOUNG. Among the res-

idents of Lehigh County who have

prosecuted their life work successfully

and are now enjoying the fruits of their prudence

and energy is Mr. Young, who was formerly one

of the large contractors and builders of Catasauqua,

where he still makes his home. He is a native of

Northampton County, and was born in Weavers-

ville, August 4, 1825. His father, John Young,

was also a native of that county, while his grand-

father, who bore the name of Michael, likewise

claimed that locality as the place of his nativity.

The latter was of Scotch-Irish descent, and by

trade a brick and stone mason.

John Young during the active years of his life

followed the weaver's trade, and died in Seems-

ville, when past seventy-three years of age. He
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was connected with the Lutheran Church, and by

his large acquaintance was held in high regard.

His wife, Mrs. Betsey (Deschler) Young, was a na-

tive of Northampton County, and the daughter of

Peter Deschler, who was a blacksmith in Weavers-

ville. Later he removed to Whitehall Township,

this county, where his death occurred. The mother,

however, survived him many years, and died at

the home of our subject, at the advanced age of

eighty-three.

William J. was the younger of the two sons born

to his parents, his brother being a prominent con-

tractor. Our subject was reared near Weavers-

ville, and after acquiring his education in the dis-

trict school learned the trade of a carpenter, at

which business he apprenticed himself when seven-

teen years of age. On thoroughly mastering it,

he worked for a twelvemonth as a journeyman

carpenter, and from Bethlehem came to this city,

where he was engaged in contracting for two years.

He then moved on to property adjoining the city,

but in 1862 made his permanent residence here.

Three years later he was engaged by Charles Fuller,

a prominent contractor and builder, to travel in

his interest, and for seven years our subject super-

intended his work in different parts of the county,

having under his charge as many as fifty or sixty

men. During that time he erected buildings in

Wilmington, Del., the rolling-mill and machine

shops in Reading, and also factories in Harrisburg.

In 1873 he superintended the construction of the

rolling-mill in Columbus, Ohio, which was the last

he built in the interest of that gentleman. Since

engaging in business 'for himself, however, he has

erected many bridges, the most prominent one

crossing the Schuylkill River. He was also a con-

tractor during the building of .1. W. Fuller's resi-

dence, and the Mansion House, and during two

years in which he was in partnership with Mr. Sum-
mers he built the English Lutheran Church. He
also did a great deal of work for the McKee &
Fuller shops, the Crane Iron Company and the

Thomas Iron Company.

Miss Mona Keiper became the wife of our sub-

ject in 1847. Their marriage was celebrated in

Bethlehem, and by their union have been born

six children: Amanda J.; Clara, Mrs. Keiffer, a

widow; James, who manages his father's business;

Oscar, also a carpenter in this city; Milton J., en-

gaged as a merchant tailor here; and George W.,

who is also a carpenter. With his family, Mr.

Young is a member of St. Paul's Lutheran Church.

Politically he affiliates with the Republican party,

and is one of the most worthy citizens, being

public spirited and enterprising, and always in-

terested in enterprises of a laudable nature.

";ir. ^5is~ *vi*~ —?iv- -?w~ -5-re> bim^mc^mHm?

HENRY SHORT, of East Bangor, North-

ampton County, Pa., was born August 27,

1828, near Calmford, in the county of

Cornwall, England. His father, who in his relig-

ious belief was a Methodist, was a shoemaker by

trade, and had a family of eight children, four sons

and four daughters, for whom he comfortably pro-

vided, though he was unable to give them time or

opportunity to get such educational advantages as

the neighborhood afforded. At an early age Henry

began to earn something to help his father, by

working in the slate quarries in the neighborhood

of his home, where both his parents, Henry and

Honor (Brown) Short, were born and lived all

their days. All the brothers and sisters of our

subject are living, one brother in Australia, a sis-

ter in England, and the other two brothers and

three sisters in East Bangor.

For more than fifty years Henry Short has been

connected with the slate business, and few men in

the United States have as thorough and practical a

knowledge of the quarrying and manufacturing of

slate as he. In 1856, in company with Joseph Bray,

a native of the same place, Mr. Short crossed the

ocean to look at the region around Pen Argyi,

Northampton County, Pa., where he had learned

that some extensive beds of slate had been discov-

ered. He found employment very readily among
the slate men of the new neighborhood, his expert

knowledge of slate formations and of the methods

of quarrying, etc., enabling him to be of great serv-

ice to his employers. In 1857, while prospecting

around the hills and valleys beyond Bangor, North-
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ampton County, he saw such indications as, to his

practiced eye, were assurances that enormous beds

of slate were awaiting development in the region

now known as East Bangor. He talked with his

friend Bray on the subject, and the two went to-

gether and prospected the region. Their researches

confirmed Mr. Short's first impressions, and they

agreed that if capital could be obtained great quar-

ries of splendid slate could be opened there. But

at that time it was a hopeless task to endeavor to

interest capital in the slate business, and such

efforts as they made were without encouragement.

•In 1862 Henry Short became interested with Jo-

seph Kellow in an invention connecied with blast-

ing powder, and returned to England with him for

the purpose of taking out a patent upon it there.

In 1863 they formed a powder company, which

was very successful, and in 1864 Mr. Short sold

out his interest therein for a sufficient amount to

give ample funds to return here and open and de-

velop a quarry at the place where he had made his

discovery, and of which spot he had never lost

sight. He bought a tract of land at East Bangor

for $6,000, associated his friend, Joseph Bray, with

him in the enterprise, and together they went t'o

work, with a few hands to aid them, developing

what in a few years became famous as the Bray

& Short Quarry. In 1882 they sold out to the

East Bangor Consolidated Slate Company, which

was capitalized for $250,000, and which now, in the*

extent of its operations, number of hands em-

ployed, etc., is only rivaled by one slate company

in the United States.

The partners retained a considerable interest in

the new company, but the death of Mr. Bray

in 1889, and Mr. Short's desire to rest after his

labors, induced him to retire from the superinten-

dency of the quarries, in which he still retains a

large amount of stock, in addition to several part-

nership interests in slate and other properties with

William Bray, the son of his former partner and

the present Secretary and Treasurer of the East

Bangor Consolidated Slate Company.

In 1858 Henry Short was married to Miss Cece-

lia, daughter of John Field, of Devonshire, Eng-

land, and their pretty and hospitable home at East

Bangor is located on an eminence which commands

a view of the famous Delaware Water Gap of the

Blue Mountains. Here the pioneer of the East

Bangor slate region, and one of the fathers of the

slate- industry in this country, enjoys his well

earned leisure from business cares and entertains

his numerous personal friends. . Attending and

supporting the Methodist Church, contributing to

religious and charitable enterprises, and taking a

lively interest in projects for the benefit of hu-

manitj', he and his estimable wife enjoy the respect

of all who know them. With a firm belief in the

beneficial influence of protection in a growing

country, Mr. Short, though abstaining from any

active part in politics, has generally supported the

Republican ticket. He has a sure conviction, too,

that the time is not far distant when large capital

will be combined and control the output of the

numerous quarries of the country, and that then

the slate industry will be the chief of all Pennsyl-

vania's sources of wealth.

f~y- EORGE ORMROD, Secretary and Treasurer

VjJT of the^ Donaldson Iron Company, has a

large establishment in Allentown, where

are manufactured cast-iron gas and steam pipes.

The company employ two hundred and sixty men,

to whom they have grven constant work for seven

years, and the employes have never been laid off

for a single day, with the exception of legal holi-

days. The factory has in connection with the de-

partment already mentioned a large pattern-shop,

where are employed six expert pattern-makers.

They manufacture goods of a very superior quality,

which find a ready market in Philadelphia, New

York City, and indeed throughout the East.

George Ormrod, the father of our subject, died

when his son George was an infant. His wife,

whose maiden name was Margaret Donaldson, still

resides in England, and has attained the advanced

age of eighty-seven years. George Ormrod, of this

sketch, was born in July, 1839, in Preston, Lanca-

shire, England, where he was reared and remained

until the year 1859. Then, determining to come

to America, he crossed the Atlantic, and on land-
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ing on American shores made his way to the

home of his uncle, William Donaldson, in Schuyl-

kill County, this state. His relative was the owner

of a colliery in the above county, and our subject

remained working for him for some time.

In 1861 he formed a partnership with his father-

in-law, John Johnson, and the firm, which oper-

ated under the style of Ormrod & Co., built and

carried on a large colliery at Raven Run. In ad-

dition to this enterprise, in company with other

parties, they helped to operate another large mine>

the firm being called the St. Michael Coal Com-

pany. The firm of George Ormrod & Co. owned a

mine at Raven Run, of which bur subject was the

President for several years.

In 1880 he of whom we write became engaged

in the iron business at Emaus, conducting busi-

ness in company with John Donaldson and H. II.

Fisher. The firm was styled Ormrod, Fisher &

Co., and manufactured pig iron, in which business

they were engaged until 1883. In that year was

built the present plant, which is the largest of its

kind in the Lehigh Valley. Our subject, who has

led a very busy life, was instrumental in the or-

ganization of the Whittaker Cement Works, lo-

cated on the Lehigh Valley Railroad, three miles

from Phillipsburg, N. J., in which he is a large

stockholder and Director.

The lady whom, in 1861, our subject chose as

his wife was Miss Permills, (faughter of John and

Catherine Johnson. Mr. and Mrs. Ormrod have

become the parents of four daughters and one son,

namely: Margaret, who is married and is a resi-

dent of Easton, this state; Catherine, the wife of

Thomas D. Whittaker, also residing in the above

place, her husband being President and Treasurer

of the Whittaker Cement Works in that city;

Mary A., who resides at home; Fannie; and John

D., assistant superintendent of the pipe works in

this city.

While his private affairs naturally receive the

major part of his time and attention, our subject

is also prominent in matters of public interest, and

takes a leading part in local affairs. The Republi-

can party finds in him one of its stanchest adher-

ents. With his wife he is a devoted member of

the Episcopal Church, and, being progressive,

fearless and honest, he is well known for his sturdy

championship of every measure calculated to bene-

fit the community. The family occupy a beauti-

ful residence at No. 135 South Fourth Street, and

enjoy the esteem and confidence of many friends.

T~A DWARD H. RENINGER, a history of whose

f~^ C\ life is herewith presented to the public, is

Secretary and Treasurer of the Lehigh Val-

ley Trust and Safe Deposit Company. He is a na-

tive of Pennsylvania, having been born in Allen-

town, April 23, 1857. He is the son of Aaron G.

and Eliza (Schrieber) Beninger, natives of Penn-

sylvania. The father was for many years one of

the prominent merchants of the city. The elder

Mr. Reninger was a great benefactor to the com-

munity, being at all times interested in public mat-

ters. His death took place in March, 1894. His

widow is still a resident of Allentown. The pater-

nal grandfather of our subject, John Reninger,

was a native of Pennsylvania, and one of the pio-

neers of Montgomery County.

Edward H. was the youngest but one in his

parents' family of five children, and received his

early training in the common schools of Allen-

town. Later he entered the academy in that

city, and completed his studies in Franklin and

Marshall College at Lancaster, this state, from

which he was graduated in 1878. Returning to

Allentown, he entered the law office of Morris L.

Kauffman, with whom he read law for some time,

and was admitted to practice September 23, 1882.

After completing his law studies he began the

practice of his profession in partnership with his

preceptor, the firm name being Kauffman & Ren-

inger. They are widely known throughout this

county and are well established in business. Then-

large practice, however, was somewhat broken into

in 1893 by the election of our subject as Secre-

tary and Treasurer of the Lehigh Valley Trust and

Safe Deposit Company, of which he took charge

October 2, 1893.

The lady to whom our subject was married,

April 24, 1884, was Miss Clara L., daughter of





JOSEPH E. BALLIET.



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 921

Henry and Rebecca (Saeger) Weinsheimer. In his

political relations Mr. Reninger is a pronounced

Republican. He served several years as Chairman

of the Republican County Committee, and ren-

dered efficient service on the School Board, of

which he was a Director for ten years. Mr. Ren-

inger has contributed largely to the financial pros-

perity of this part of the county, and with true

public spirit has aided every enterprise that would

in any way advance the welfare of the city. He

was one of the parties who were instrumental in

securing the location of the Adelaide Silk Mills in

Allentown; the Iowa Barbed Wire Mill, which is

one of the largest factories of its kind in the

state; the Allentown Spinning Company, and the

Allentown Hardware Works. He also aided greatly

in the establishment of the Lehigh Valley Traction

Company, and lent his influence toward securing

the street railway lines in the city. With his good

wife, he is a member of St. John's Reformed

Church, and has proved a valuable acquisition to

the citizenship of this locality. Mr. and Mrs. Ren-

inger have three children, a son and two daugh-

ters.

JOSEPH E. BALLD3T, Teller of the Allen-

town National Bank, was born in this city

September 18, 1837. He is a son of Bar-

tholomew Baliiet, whose father, John, was of

French descent. The parents of our subject are

both deceased, the father having died in 1858, and

the mother, whose maiden name was Ann Leonard

Weiss, in 1882. The former was for many years

engaged as a contractor and builder in Allentown.

The subject of this sketch was the youngest of

ten children, of whom seven attained years of ma-

turity. The rudiments of his education were ac-

quired in the public schools of Allentown, and

later he was a student in the academy and semin-

ary of this city. He then secured a position as

telegraph operator, and was stationed at Mauch

Chunk and other points in the employ of the Le-

high Valley Railroad Company, continuing in this

capacity for fourteen years. Afterward he had

charge of the express office at Mauch Chunk for a

number of years.

In February, 1857, Mr. Baliiet entered the ero-

41

ploy of the Allentown National Bank in the ca-

pacity of Teller, which responsible position he has

continued to fill to the present time. For some

time he filled the office of President of the Coplay

Cement Company. For thirty years he served as

Deputy County Treasurer, and also was the incum-

bent of the office of City Auditor.

Socially Mr. Baliiet is a member of Lehigh

Lodge, I. 0. 0. F., and has served as Past Grand

of that organization. In addition to his other

valuable interests he is the owner of two good

farms, which he rents to reliable tenants. All

measures calculated to promote the welfare of the

people receive his hearty support. Ho is public-

spirited and progressive, a generous contributor to

philanthropic projects and a champion of needed

reforms. He is a man of sincere religious belief,

and for some time served his church as Vestryman.

l,****t
?****?

R. BUSH is a member of the firm of Bush

& Bull, an incorporated concern, which has

a capital stock amounting to $100,000.

The house is the largest of the kind in Easton, af-

fording employment "to about sixty clerks, and the

stock carried is largely dry goods, notions and

similar articles. The firm own a branch store at

Williamsport, Pa., and one. at Watertown, N. Y.,

and in these various locations do an immense busi-

ness each year. Their specialty is in handling

bankrupt stocks of goods, and their success has

been quite unprecedented.

A native of Wayne County, Pa., Mr. Bush was

born August 17, 1845, to M. T. and Margaret A.

(Royce) Bush. His ancestors originally lived in

Norwich, Conn., but his paternal grandfather,

George Bush, was born in Wayne County, where

he followed farming and lumbering. He was a

prominent man, and at one time was a representa-

tive of his district in the State Legislature, and was

a member of the State Commission which had for

its business the improvement of the Delaware River,

that it might be made thoroughly navigable. Polit-

ically he was a Democrat, and was greatly interested

in public affairs. His son, M. T. Bush, was born
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in the year 1813, and was both a farmer and mer-

chant. In his early life he was a school teacher,

and at one period was an oil operator. He had two

children: George B., a real-estate dealer of Roches-

ter, N. Y., and our subject. Like his father before

him, he was a Democrat, and held several local of-

fices. He was a member of the Methodist Church,

and for a number of years was Superintendent of

the Sunday-school. His father was prominent in

Masonic circles, while he held membership with the

Odd Fellows' fraternity.

The early years of S. R. Bush were quietly passed

on his father's well kept farm, and his elementary

education was such as was afforded by the public

schools of Wayne County. Afterward he was a

student in Liberty Academy, of Sullivan County,

N. Y., and also in Damascus Academy, of his na-

tive county. Upon the completion of his education

be went into his father's store as a clerk, and there

remained for about five or six years. On the

expiration of that time he went to the celebrated

Pennsylvania oil-fields, in the northwestern section

of the state, and became an extensive dealer in

real estate. When two years had elapsed he went

to Newburg, N. Y., where for about four years he

was employed in a dry-goods store.

It was about 1871 that Mr. Bush came to Easton

to take charge of the store for A. K. Chandler, of

Newburg, N. Y., and some nine months later, in

connection with Mr. Bull, he purchased the stora

which has since been conducted by the firm. From
time to time its facilities and stock have been greatly

increased, until it is by far the finest store of the

kind to be found in Easton. The firm's other

branch enterprises have met with good success, and
their trade is very extended. Messrs. Bush and Bull

are interested in the- Easton Transit Company
and are always foremost in any movement which

has for its object the industrial upbuilding of the

city.

In 1875 Mr. Bush wedded Mrs. Susan Fisher,

daughter of Samuel Steavenson, of Hunterdon
County, N. J. To Mr. and Mis. Bush has been born

one son, F. Royce, who is now engaged in fitting

himself for college. Mr. and Mrs. Bush are mem-
bers of the Lutheran Church of Easton, and num-
ber many warm friends in this city. Politically

the former is a Republican, and though fully alive

to the duties of citizenship pays but little attention

to political affairs, finding his time fully occupied

by his extensive mercantile interests.

PROF. L. B. LANDIS, until recently Super-

intendent of Schools of Allentown, and

one of the most prominent citizens of this

city, wasborn.in Bucks County, Pa., his early life

being spent upon a farm. The neighboring dis-

trict school afforded fak educational advantages,

and gave him a love for study and an earnest de-

sire to prepare himself for the work of teaching.

With this end in view, he began to earn the money

which would be required to pay his tuition in the

Bucks County Normal and Classical School. His

attendance thereon necessitated a daily walk of

eight miles, but, undaunted, he entered the school,

and at the end of two years of earnest effort and

close application he began teaching in the rural

schools of the county. After a few years of labor

in the ungraded schools, with the means which he

had thereby acquired, he was enabled to enter upon

a full course of study in the Millersville State Nor-

mal School, from which he was not only graduated,

but also completed the post-graduate course.

As an educator and instructor Professor Landis

has been most successful. On leaving the State Nor-

mal School, he accepted a position in the West-

chester Academ3', and then, at the end of the first

year, left that institution, as he had been offered

a more lucrative position in the public schools of

Allentown. Here he remained for seven consecu-

tive years, winning the confidence and high com-

mendation of all concerned. On the expiration of

that period, however, he accepted a call to be-

come Principal of the schools in Hokendauqua,Pa.

There he at once re-organized the schools and

started them on the road to their present high

standing in the county. After four years of very

successful work in Hokendauqua, he was called

back to Allentown, for the people appreciated his

services and offered him the position of City Su-

perintendent, which position Ue held for twelve
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consecutive years, being twice unanimously re-

elected, each time at a large increase of salary. As

Superintendent of Schools, Professor Landis was re-

garded as a man of progressive ideas, a hard, en-

thusiastic and untiring worker. He possessed most

marked executive ability, and he always won and

retained the confidence and regard of the students

under him. At the expiration of his fourth term

as City Superintendent of Allentown he retired

from the profession to which he had devoted over

thirty years of his life.

Professor Landis organized the Leader Publish-

ing Company, of which he was Manager and Treas-

urer for a period of one year, at the end of that

time disposing of his interests. He has a wide ac-

quaintance in this community, and is held in the

highest regard by all.

HENRY D. MICHLER, M. D., a prominent

physician engaged in the practice of his

profession at Easton, is also chief surgeon

of the hospital in this city. He was born here

January 9, 1856, and is the son of Francis Michler,

also a native of Easton. The grandfather of Dr.

Michler, Peter S. Michler, was born in Nazareth,

where also the great-grandfather of our subject

first saw the light. The latter, Nathaniel Michler,

lived at Jacobsbury, Bushkill Township, Northamp-

ton County, during his early life, and in that place

served as Justice of the Peace. He later went to

Nazareth, and while residing there was a teacher of

Latin in Nazareth Hall. Subsequently he was ap-

pointed by Governor Snyder Register of Wills and

Recorder of Deeds for Northampton County, and

he was also Clerk of the Orphans' Court for many

years. He was a member of one of the Colleges of

Electors for President and Vice-President. He was

the son of Bishop John Wolfgang Michler, a native

of Herrnhut, Germany, who emigrated to America

in 1743. He landed at Savannah,Ga., thence going

to Salem, N. O, being one of a band of Moravian

missionaries. John Wesley, the father of Methodism

in this country, came over in the same ship. Mr.

Michler located among the Indians, going to

Bethlehem, later to Nazareth and finally to Leb-

anon, where he died. Peter S. Michler was a mer-

chant in Easton, and was one of the organizers

of the First National Bank of that place, of which

he was President for many years. He was also one

of the men interested in developing the coal in-

dustries of the Upper Lehigh Valley. He departed

this life while residing in Easton. His wife was a

descendant of John Hart, one of the signers of

the Declaration of Independence.

The father of our subject was finely educated,

being a graduate of the law department of Yale

University. After completing his profession he

located for practice in Elaston, but later he aban-

doned the practice of law and engaged in the coal

business, carrying on a large trade until retiring

in 1865. He now makes his home in this city,

where he has a comfortable residence and is sur-

rounded by a host of warm friends. Francis

Michler had three brothers who fought in the late

war, the first serving as a General, the second as

Surgeon of a division, and the youngest as Captain

of his company in the cavalry service.

The mother of our subject bore the maiden name

of Julia Lachenour. She was a native of Easton,

and the daughter of Dr. Daniel Lachenour, who

was born in Salem, N. C. Her father was a gradu-

ate of the University of Pennsylvania and was one

of the most prominent physicians in Easton, where

his decease occurred in 1875. The parental fam-

ily included six children, of whom our subject was

the eldest. He was educated first in the private

schools of his native city, after which, in 1872, he

entered Lafayette College, from which he was

graduated in 1876 with the degree of Doctor of

Philosophy, and three years later the degree of

Master of Science was conferred upon him. While

in college the Doctor was a member of the Theta

Delta Chi.

On completing his literary education Dr. Mich-

ler began reading medicine in the office of his

uncle and grandfather, and in 1878 entered the

University of Pennsylvania, from which he was

graduated with the Class of '81. He at once lo-

cated in Easton and practiced with his uncle until

the death of the latter, in 1893, since which time

he has carried on the business alone. He makes a
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specialty of surgery, and stands very high in the

profession. He was instrumental in securing the

location of a hospital in this city, in which he

served on the first medical staff. In May, 1893,

the Doctor was appointed chief surgeon of the in-

stitution, and in 1889, by the appointment of

President Harrison, was made a member of the

Board of Pension Examiners, on which he served

until 1893, when his term expired.

Dr. Michler was married in this city, in 1890, to

Miss Emily, daughter of Jacob Heath, a prominent

business man of South Easton. He belongs to

numerous social organizations, among them being

Dallas Lodge No. 396, F. & A. M., and Easton

Chapter; Hugh de Payen's Commandery No. 19;

and Lulu Temple of the Mystic Shrine in Phila-

delphia. He takes a great interest in medical as-

sociations, and stands high in the Easton Medical

Society and the H. C.Wood Medical Society of

Philadelphia. In religious affairs the Doctor is

a devoted member of Trinity Episcopal Church,

in which he is Vestryman. In politics he never

fails to cast a vote for Republican candidates,

and is classed among the most public-spirited

citizens of Easton.

(JQV—

eHARLES LARAMY, of Bethlehem, is en-

gaged in the undertaking business, and is

also very active in religious work. With
the pastor of the Wesley Methodist Episcopal

Church he was prominent in organizing the Fritz

Memorial Church, which was dedicated October 16,

1887, and of which he is a Trustee. The members
of this denomination living in South Bethlehem
were organized into a class, of which he was leader,

and their first meetings were held in private resi-

dences. From this small beginning grew the pres-

ent congregation, which was liberally endowed
by John Fritz, and named the Fritz Memorial
Church.

The birth of our subject occurred in Lausaulet,

Glamorganshire, Wales, August 24, 1839. His fa-

ther, Charles, who was a native of Bristol, Eng-
land, removed to Wales, and near Neath married

Margaret Price, a native of that place, and the

daughter of Reese Price, at one time a prominent

man in Wales, but later a resident of St. Clair,

Schuylkill County, Pa. The Laramy family is

descended from French Huguenots, who settled in

England during the days of the persecution in

France.

After his marriage Charles Laramy, Sr., engaged

in farming in Wales until 1842, when he brought

his family to Pennsylvania and settled in Schuyl-

kill County, becoming an engineer in the coal

mines. He and his wife were members of the

Methodist Episcopal Church. He died at the age

of fifty-four and she when eighty years of age.

They were the parents of four children, three of

whom are living: William, a resident of Reading;

Charles and a daughter.

In the spring of 1842, when a child of four

3
rears, our subject set sail with his parents from

Liverpool for New York City. Arriving in the

United States, he was taken by his parents to

Minersville, Pa., where his boyhood was passed.

When twelve years old he began work in the mines,

where he learned engineering. Later he occupied

a position as engineer in a planing-mill for two

years. Then he served an apprenticeship of two
years at the cabinet-maker's trade and continued

thus engaged until 1859. From that time until

1862 he was in the employ of a railroad company
as carpenter.

August 8, 1862, Charles Laramy enlisted as a

member of Company A, One Hundred and Twenty-
ninth Pennsylvania Infantry, and was mustered

in at Harrisburg. He took part in the battles of

Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville, and in May,
1863, was mustered out, on the expiration of his

term of service. Returning to his trade, he then took

charge of the carpenter work in a colliery, being

thus employed until the year 1866, when he went
to St. Clair and engaged in the furniture and

undertaking business, manufacturing nearly all of

his supplies himself.

In 1870 Mr. Laramy settled in Catasauqua, be-

ing employed, in the same business on the present

site of the Catasauqua Manufacturing Company's
office. In 1872 he was burned out, but rebuilt, con-

tinuing for six years, when he removed to a larger
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shop on Third Street, there pursuing his trade until

1886. That year witnessed his removal to Beth-

lehem, where he succeeded S. S. Schueller as un-

dertaker, his office being at No 21 North New
Street until 1892, when he removed to his present

location at No. 81 Broad Street. In this place,

which he purchased and remodeled, he carries the

largest stock of coffins and caskets in the city, and

owns a hearse and undertaker's wagons.

In Minersville, in the fall of 1861, Mr. Laramy

married Miss Elizabeth McDaniel, a native of Mil-

tori. Pa. To them were born four children: Ella;

Margaret; Robert, a graduate of the school of em-

balming of New York City; and Anna. Mr. Lar-

amy is Chaplain of J. K. Taylor Post No. 182,

G-. A. R. He was a charter member of Fuller Post

at Catasauqua, and served as its Commander for

three years. In politics he is a Republican and is

a member of the School Board.

r~y EORGE A. GAUMER, the genial and pop-

\~~\ ular hotel-man, who owns the "Half-way

House " in South Whitehall Township,

was born in this county August 10, 1857. He is

the son of Jonas Gaumer, now deceased, who

was likewise a native of this county, and resided

in Upper Macungie Township. He was an agri-

culturist of much influence in his vicinity, and

departed this life in the fall of 1886. His widow,

who still survives, and is living in Orefield, this

state, has passed her sixty-fifth birthday. Jonas

Gaumer was a Lutheran in religion, and in politics

alwavs cast a Republican vote.

George A., of this sketch, grew to man's estate

in his native county, seeing it gradually devel-

oped and improved until it has reached its present

state of prosperity. His schooling was received in

the home district, alternating attendance at school

with his work upon the farm. When reaching his

eighteenth year he left home, and, learning the

trade of a miller, followed it for about thirteen

years.

In 1891 Mr. Gaumer became proprietor of the

" Half-way House," which he is managing in such

a manner as to bring him in a comfortable income.

The lady to whom he was married, December 11,

1886, was Miss Ellen J. Bastian, also a native of

this county, and the daughter of D. H. Bastian,

now deceased. Mrs. Gaumer was given a good

education in the public schools of her native

place, and also attended for a short time in Allen-

town.

Our subject is an attendant and member of the

Lutheran Church, and has been prominently con-

nected with many important measures looking

toward the progress of this community. He is a

stanch Republican in political faith, and has the

high regard of all who know him. The father

of Mrs. Gaumer was born in this county, as was

also her mother, who died in 1855. The former

departed this life in 1891.

He whose name introduces this sketch is a Ma-

son, holding membership with Lehigh Lodge No.

326. He is also a member of Encampment No. 1 18,

I. 0. 0. F.; of the Lowhill Mutual Aid Associa-

tion, and the Trexlertown Mutual Aid Association,

and is also connected with the same organization at

Fogelsville. He holds membership with the Jun-

ior Order of United American Mechanics, belong-

ing to Pioneer Lodge No, 380, at New Smithville.

As an influential Odd Fellow he belongs to Le-

high Encampment in Fogelsville. He is a man

whose pleasant, genial nature makes him friends,

and in all the relations of life he has borne himself

as a kind husband, father and true friend should,

as well as an honest man of business.

\ \ ^ILLIAM O'BRIEN, one of the most

V/A/ successful men of Catasauqua, is pro-

prietor and manager of the Chestnut

House, located on the corner of Front and Chest-

nut Streets. He has been a resident of this city

since 1854, and for several years prior to embark-

ing in business of his own he was clerk, first in a

store, and later in a hotel, where he became well

and favorably known to the traveling public.

Our subject was born in County Tipperary, Ire-

land, in 1830, and is the son of John and Mar-



926 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD

garet (Hickey) O'Brien, also natives of the Emer-

ald Isle, where the father was a well-to-do farmer.

William, of this sketch, was the youngest of the

children, of whom there are onlj' two living.

Mr. O'Brien learned the trade of a baker in his

native land, and in 1854, determining to try his

fortunes in the New World, he crossed the Atlan-

tic and made his way directly to this city. The

first month after arriving here he worked in the

iron factory of Crane & Co., and for a short time

thereafter was clerk in a store. This was followed

by the occupation of a teamster, and the follow-

ing five years, after abandoning that kind of

work, he was employed as a bartender. In 1867

he purchased his present hotel, which he named phe

Chestnut House. He is one of the oldest hotel-

men in the city, and has built up an enviable rep-

utation in the years that he has been engaged as

mine host.

Mr. O'Brien has been liberal in his contributions

toward the support of the St. Lawrence Catholic

Church, of which he is a member. Politically he

is a Democrat, and a most ardent advocate of the

principles of his chosen party.

CT^r LFRED II. FREEMAN, one of the self-made

j
—\ men of Lehigh County, has through his

own unaided efforts won a place among
the substantial citizens of Catasauqua. He is a

prominent railroad man-, and a popular engineer

in the employ of the Lehigh Valley Railroad. A
native of this county, his birth occurred in North
Whitehall Township, on the 5th of April, 1849.

His father, Charles Freeman, was also born in that

locality, while his grandfather, Michael Freeman,
lived and died there. The latter was a patriot

in the War of 1812, and after its close was made an

officer in the state militia.

The father of our subject made his home with

Alfred H. for many years prior to his decease, his

death occurring May 30, 1891, when in his eightieth

year. His wife, prior to her marriage Miss Lavina
Steckel, was also a native of North Whitehall Town-
ship, and the daughter of Daniel Steckel, who was

born in this county, where he spent his entire life

in agricultural pursuits. The parental family in-

cluded eight children, of whom our subject is the

fourth in order of birth. His brother Amos is

also engaged as an engineer on the Lehigh Valley

Railroad, his run being from Easton to this city.

He whose name heads this sketch spent the first

seventeen years of his life on the home farm, and

received his early education in the district school.

He then began to make his own way in the world,

his first work being in a brickyard, and after be-

ing thus engaged for two years he came to Catasau-

qua. This was about 1868, and the first two years

after coming here he was employed by Robert

Miller, a brick manufacturer. Two years later

Mr. Freeman purchased the interest of his em-

ployer in the yard, which was located at Lower

Catasauqua, and was engaged in the manufacture

of brick on his account for the succeeding four

years. He was successful during that time, turning

out each year about five hundred thousand brick.

The panic of 1874, however, stopped the sale of

this article, and he was obliged to close out his

business.

When again working for other parties our sub-

ject found employment in a stone-quarry, and

shortly afterward went to Egypt, where he was

similarly employed. In 1881 he abandoned that

kind of work, and accepted the position of brake-

man on the Lehigh Valley Railroad. He worked
for seven months as brakeman on a freight train,

when he was promoted to the position of fireman,

running between Perth Amboy and Packerton.

He worked thus until 1885, when he was made
engineer for the same road, and now runs the

"Mogul" engine, of which he has been engineer

since it was built. He has a run of one hundred
and four miles, and during the nine years in which

he has held that position he has been very fortunate,

never having had a serious accident.

Alfred H. Freeman was married in Coplay,

December 5, 1869, to Miss Mary E. Roth, who was

born in North Whitehall Township. Their union

has resulted in the birth of nine children, of whom
Mackey and Charles are deceased. Those living

are Remitta, Ida, Lizzie, Mary, Daisy, Ella and
Ray. Our subject occupies a high position in the
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Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, in which he

was Chief for two years. In politics he is a standi

and influential Republican, and his many excellen-

ces of character have won him high regard, and it

is with pleasure that we present to our readers

this record of his life. Religiously he belongs to

the Reformed Church.

HENRY DIETRICH is the genial proprietor

of the Lehigh Valley Hotel, located on

the corner of Second and New Streets,

which has the reputation of being the most orderly

and well conducted hotel in South Bethlehem. It

stands on the site of the old Lehigh Valley Hoteh

and has been remodeled and greatly improved.

The subject of this sketch was born March 5,

1822, in Manheim Township, Lancaster Count}', this

state. His grandfather, who bore the given name of

Henry, was a native of Germany, and was one of

the early settlers of Lancaster County, where he be-

came a well-to-do agriculturist. He was a devoted

adherent of the Lutheran faith, and was a practical

business man. Adam Dietrich, our subject's father,

was a native of the same township as he of whom

we write, and like his father devoted his life mainly

to farming. Later he became interested in a hotel

in Rohrerstown, Lancaster County, which he car-

ried on successfully. In politics he voted with the

Democratic party, and in religious faith was a Luth-

eran. At the time of his death, which occurred

when he was over ninety-five years of age, he was

the oldest man in the community where he dwelt.

His wife, who was his devoted companion and help-

mate for sixty years, died in her seventy-seventh

year. Her maiden name was Mary Swote, and her

birth occurred in Lancaster County, where her fa-

ther was engaged in farming.

Henry Dietrich is the fifth in his father's family,

and two of his brothers took part in the Civil War.

Our subject was reared to manhood on his father's

farm, and he obtained a fair education for that day

in the common schools of the neighborhood. In

Eden he learned the butcher's trade, and later be-

came a stock-dealer, shipping cattle to Philadelphia,

where his brother Adam was a stock commission
merchant. In 1877 he went to Fairville, where he
first became identified with the hotel business, and
the following year, going to Reading, took charge

of the Market House, which he carried on success-

fully for four years. It was in 1882 that he came
to South Bethlehem, buying the old Lehigh Valley

Hotel, which he proceeded to modernize and greatly

improve in every respect. He has the honor of

having been one of the originators, and is now one

of the stockholders, of the Mountain Water Com-
pany. A good business man, Mr. Dietrich looks

after all the details connected with his hotel and
'

makes it a point to promote the comfort of his

guests in every way. Among his fellow-towns-

men he is highly regarded, for he has the happy

faculty of making friends of one and all.

In Lancaster County Mr. Dietrich was married

to Miss Sarah Rockafield, a native of that county

and daughter of a well-to-do farmer. Mr. and

Mrs. Dietrich became the parents of three children,

who are living. The eldest of these, Barton W., is

engaged in business witli his father; Harry A. R.,

whose record appears elsewhere in this volume, is

an expert machinist and practical steam-fitter, en-

gaged in business for himself; and Mary, who com-

pletes the family, resides at home.

JOHN J. MITMAN. This well-to-do agricult-

urist of Hanover Township has accumulated

his property by hard work, and now owns

sixty-five acres of land, which he has embel-

lished with first-class improvements and buildings

of a substantial character. Mr. Mitman was born

in Northampton County, this state, February 21,

1839, of which locality his parents, Isaac and Car-

oline (Stever) Mitman, were also natives.

John Mitman, the grandfather of our subject,

was born in Bucks County, this state, and was an

old resident of Northampton County. His father,

who came from Germany, was the founder of the

family in the United States. Isaac Mitman was a

life-long resident of Northampton County, and

reared a large family of children, of whom twelve
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survive. They are: John J., William, Louisa, Eliz-

abeth, Frank, Isaac, Catherine, George, Carolina,

Annie, Rebecca and Daniel. Although leading a

very busy life, the elder Mr. Mitman yet found

time to serve his fellow-townsmen in public posi-

tions, and as a prominent citizen held many offices

of responsibility and trust.

John J., of this sketch, passed the first twenty-

eight years of his life in his native county, and

when a.young man learned the carpenter's trade,

which he followed for a period of nine years.

Since coming to Lehigh County, however, he has

turned his attention to farm pursuits, and has also

been engaged in buying and shipping stock on

quite an extensive scale. He has likewise been

engaged in the wholesale and retail milk business,

having a paying route in Bethlehem.

For the first few years after coming here Mr.

Mitman rented land in Hanover Township, and

when ready to purchase a home of his own bought

his present farm, which, as before stated, comprises

sixty-five well improved acres. This has been the

result of his own unaided efforts. His career has

been marked by the strictest honor and integrity,

and his example is well worthy of emulation.

When ready to establish a home of his own our

subject was married to Miss Emma J. Ott, who was

born in Bucks County, this state. Their union has

resulted in the birth of the following children:

Ella, the wife of Jacob Hankey; Fieta, now Mis.

George Winch; Pauline, the wife of Harry Lilly;

Clara, who married Allen Stump; Minnie, the wife

of Charles Johnson; and William, Ammon, Annie,

John, Milton and Charles.

Politically Mr. Mitman gives his support to the

principles of the Democratic party. He has never

been active in his partisanship, and has never been

an office-seeker, although at various times he has

served in the minor township offices. For nine

years he was Director in his school district, for

six years was Auditor of Hanover Township, and
held the position of Supervisor'for three years. In

his religious belief he is a Lutheran, and is an act-

ive worker in all religious and benevolent enter-

prises. He holds the office of Trustee in the con-

gregation at Shoenersville, and has also been an

Elder and Deacon. Socially he is an Odd Fellow,

belonging to the order at Hellertown, and a mem-

ber of the Royal Arcanum at Bethlehem. Mr.

Mitman has ever borne his part in the work of

public advancement and improvement, and this

volume would be incomplete without the record

of his life.

:0#O.-*-

THOMAST. MARTIN, M. D., a well known
phj'sician, who is successfully engaged in

the practice of medicine in AHenlown,

was born in this city on the 10th of September,

1857, and is a son of Dr. Tilghman H. Martin, who
was one of the prominent physicians of Allentown

for a period of more than forty years. The Mar-
tin family has been a family of physicians, and
has won considerable prominence in the profes-

sion. The father of our subject was a conspicuous

figure in the history of this place for nearly half a

century. His father, Jacob Martin, was a native

of the Keystone State, and was of German descent.

The great-grandfather was also a resident of Allen-

town for a number of years. The mother of our

subject bore the maiden name of Mary Ann Kra-

mer, and was a daughter of Daniel Kramer, one of

the early settlers of Lehigh County. Dr. T. H.

Martin and his wife were both called to their final

rest in 1878.

Under the parental roof Thomas T. Martin pass-

ed the days of his boyhood. He attended the

public schools of his native town, was a student

in the high school, and later pursued his studies

in the Lehigh University of Bethlehem, Pa. After

completing his literary education, he began read-

ing medicine under the direction of his father, and
later entered the University of Pennsylvania, there

attending medical lectures until his graduation
from that institution in the Class of '77. He at

once entered upon practice in Allentown, but has

since taken a post-graduate course of medicine,

and also a special course on the ear, nose and
throat, the treatment of which he now makes a

specialty.

In 1880 Dr. Martin was united in marriage with
Miss Ebbie, daughter of Jacob Gusinger, of Free-

raansburg, Pa. Their union has been blessed with
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two children, a son and a daughter, Blanche G.

and T. Harry. Their home is an elegant brick res-

idence, richly and tastefully furnished, situated at

No. 14 South Seventh Street. It is the abode of

hospitality, and the friends of the family are al-

ways sure to there receive a warm welcome.

Dr. Martin is now well established in his pro-

fession, and has won an enviable reputation in the

work to which so many of his family have devoted

their energies. His success is well merited, for it

is the just reward of his skill and ability. The

Doctor is a member of the Lehigh Valley Medical

Society. In politics he is a supporter of Democra-

cy. For a period of four years he served as one

of the Health Officers of Allen town, and in Octo-

ber, 1893, was appointed a member of the Pension

Board. The county which has ever been his

home recognizes in him one of its leading, pro-

gressive, valued and popular citizens.
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MORGAN EMANUEL is a member of the

firm of Emanuel & Lewis, who do a large

business in powder and mine drills, and he

is also proprietor of the Crystal Hill Dairy, besides

making a specialty of breeding fine Holstein cat-

tle. A native of Wales, he possesses the business-

like ability and sagacity which are usual character-

istics of his countrymen, and has long been consid-

ered one of the leading business men of Cata-

sauqua.

Mr. Emanuel was born in Glamorganshire, "Wales,

March 18, 1831, being a son of Morgan and Mary

(Jenkins) Emanuel. Our subject is the only child

living, and came to America three years after his

father, ' in 1847. When a lad of twelve years

he went into the mines, continuing there until

coming to the United States. Leaving Liverpool

on the sailing-vessel "Columbia," he landed in

Philadelphia at the end of five weeks, and thence

proceeded by stage to Catasauqua, where he at-

tended school for a couple of years. Later he ob-

tained employment at the furnace of the Crane

Iron Company, and under the instruction of Noah

Davis became a practical blacksmith. In March,

1854, going to Hokendauqua, he assisted in put-

ting up the first building at that place, the present

location of the Thomas Iron Works. He was fore-

man of the blacksmith department until the com-

pletion of that plant, when he went to Carbon

County, and for the succeeding year occupied a

similar position in the railroad shops of the Lehigh

Valley at Weatherly. Subsequently he returned

to Catasauqua, engaging in contracting for furnace

furnishings, and for a couple of years was agent

for the Crane Company's limestone quarries. Mr.

Emanuel next opened a quarry of building stone,

for the construction of Furnaces Nos. 3 and 4 at

Hokendauqua, after which he branched out into the

powder business, in the spring of 1861. He had

invented and received patents on a blasting powder,

the main ingredient of which was Chile saltpetre.

The firm of Thomas & Emanuel was organized, and

they erected a powder-house in the western part

of the city, where they engaged in the manufact-

ure of this article for four years. Many improve-

ments have since been made, and new patents se-

cured by both members of the firm, and for years

they have had an extensive trade.

In April, 1865, Mr. Emanuel commenced travel-

ing as general agent for the Smith & Rand Pow-

der Company, of New York, and his journeys

took him all over the United States. This com-

pany was afterward consolidated, becoming the

Lafiin & Rand Powder Company, and he is still

their representative. In the construction of the

Union Pacific Railroad from Cheyenne to Ogden

he furnished most of the powder used in blasting.

For four years his headquarters and office were in

Denver, and he often made long journeys by stage

and other means of conveyance to distant west-

ern points. He also had the agency for the Rand

Drill Company, of New York. Mr. Emanuel was

the first to introduce dynamite into the Lehigh

Valley, and also the first in the introduction of

the Magneto, or Leyden jar and electric batteries,

for firing fuses. His partnership with William

G. Lewis still continues, and they have a local

agency here.

At Mauch Chunk, October 9, 1855, Mr. Emanuel

was married to Miss Margaret Lewis, who was

born in Tredaga, Wales. Her father, Herbert Lewis,
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a native of the same country, was a contractor un-

til 1848, when he brought his family to America,

and on making a settlement at Beaver Meadow be-

came connected with the coal mines, later remov-

ing to Nesquehoning. in Carbon County. There

occurred the death of his wife, who before her

marriage was Elizabeth Herring. Mrs. Emanuel

is the second of six children, and was a little

maiden of eleven years on coming to Pennsylvania.

Of her five children, three grew to mature years.

Mary L., who was born November 18, 1856, grad-

uated from the Ladies' Seminary at Pittsfield,

Mass., and died about a year later, in 1877, aged

only twenty-one years. William H. graduated

from the high school of this city, and from the

chemistry department of Lafayette College. He
is now a resident of Denver, Colo., and the western

representative for the Eraser & Chalmers Rand
Drill Company, and the Trenton Iron Works.

David L., the other surviving child, is engaged in

general contracting for furnaces, mines, etc., and is

also interested as a partner in the Crystal Hill

Dairy.

Mr. Emanuel owns a fine farm of one hundred

and four acres in Northampton County, adjoin-

ing Catasauqua. This is well improved and is used

for the raising of grain and pasture for his sixty-

five head of cattle and forty horses and mules.

From six hundred to one thousand bushels of

wheat, besides hay, feed and fodder, are annually

raised on this farm, where may be seen fine grades

of Holstein cattle. Mr. Emanuel was one of the

first to introduce ensilage, having five large silos,

with a capacity of two hundred and fifty tons

apiece, for storing corn and fodder. The Crystal

Hill Dairy is one of the largest in this locality, and

the milk from about forty cows is daily placed in

glass jars and delivered to customers by two teams;

about a thousand quarts of milk per day are also

shipped to New York City. From seventy to

eighty pounds of butter are manufactured on the

farm each day by machinery, which is connected

by electric wires to the city electric plant. Mr.

Emanuel contemplates putting in an ice machine

and cold storage and in other ways further im-

proving this model dairy farm, which Catasauqua

Creek fuinishes with a plentiful supply of running

water. On one portion of the farm there is a large

stone quarry, from which the owner supplied ma-

terial for the Methodist Episcopal Church. Eman-

uel & Son now operate the Crystal Hill Creamery,

a

large plant located on Second Street.

The residence of our subject is situated on Third

Street, between Pine and Bridge Streets, and be-

sides this he owns other city property, as well as

some mining stock in the West. He has a

fine cabinet of mineral specimens, and is a man
who is well posted on general subjects. Frater-

nally he is affiliated with the Masonic society, be-

ing a Free anc} Accepted Mason, a Royal Arch

Mason, and a member of Allen Commandery No.

20, K. T, besides belonging to the Independent

Order of Odd Fellows of this city. He is an offi-

cial member of the First Presbyterian Church, being

a Ruling Elder. In politics he is a strong Republi-

can, and in matters of public importance isalwa3's

to be found on the side of progress and advance-

ment. In 1863, at the breaking out of the war,

Mr. Emanuel enlisted as a member of Company B,

Thirty-eighth Pennsylvania Militia, being sent to

Gettysburg. On the expiration of his term of

service he was mustered out at Reading.

HON. EDWARD HARVEY, of Allentown, a

prominent member of the Lehigh County
Bar, and formerly President Judge of the

Thirty-first Judicial District of Pennsylvania, was

born in Doylestown, Bucks County, Pa., January

17, 1844. His father, Dr. George T. Harvey, who
was a prominent physician of that place, belonged

to one of the oldest families of Bucks County, as

did his wife, who bore the maiden name of Mary
Kinsey LaRue.

During his boyhood days our subject attended

the public schools of his native town. He was in-

troduced to the academic branches of study under

the tutelage of Rev. S. A. Andrews, D. D., who
had a select school in Doylestown, and when prop-

erly qualified he entered the high school of Law-
renceville, N. J., where he was prepared for college.

In 1860, when in his seventeenth year, he entered
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Princeton College, and pursued the regular course

until during the Junior year, when he left school to

take up the study of law under Hon. George Lear,

of Doylestown, an old friend of his father, who
at that time was the leading member of the Bucks

County Bar, and subsequently was Attorney-Gen-

eral of Pennsylvania under Governor Hartranft.

While reading law, Mr. Harvey gave some atten-

tion to public speaking, availing himself of such

opportunities for practice as occasion threw in his

way. Although young in years, he was an ardent

Democrat, and having closely studied the great

political questions of the day was more than or-

dinarily qualified to voice his opinions from the

rostrum. In 1864, before he had come tQ man's

estate, he made a public speech at Allentown. His

reception by the people was so cordial, and his

impressions of the place so favorable, that he de-

termined it should be his future home.

Mr. Harvey was admitted to the Bar in Bucks

County in 1865, and at the November term, on

motion of Hon. S. A. Bridges, was admitted to

practice in the courts of Lehigh County. He came

to Allentown January 1, 1866, and at once began

practice. Applying himself with diligence to the

hard and often uncongenial work which generally

falls to the lot of a young lawyer, he soon found

that his services were in demand in the higher

walks of the profession. Here his excellent funda-

mental education proved of great value, and, com-

bined with natural qualities of a brilliant order,

close habits of study and a fluent delivery, made

his progress rapid and conspicuous. In a compara-

tively brief period he attained to the leading posi-

tion at the Lehigh County Bar, and has since easily

held that place. He has been retained in nearly

all of the principal cases tried in the local courts,

and has frequently been called to try cases in the

neighboring counties, and also in the federal courts

in Philadelphia. Probably no member of the

Lehigh County Bar has achieved greater success as

a lawyer or enjoys a larger or more remunerative

practice. Mr. Harvey has never been an office-

seeker. On the contrary he has repeatedly declined

the most flattering appointments and nominations,

preferring the steady practice of law. Although

frequently urged by his party friends to accept

nomination for office, he has never been a candi-

date in an aggressive sense. He was chosen to rep-

resent the counties of Lehigh and Carbon in the

State Constitutional Convention in 1873, and was

a member of the Committee on Corporations.

In March, 1878, when the First National Bank
was compelled to suspend through the unexpected

failure of William H. Blumer & Co., bankers, Mr.

Harvey was chosen its President. His duties were

responsible and delicate, as the bank was in liqui-

dation, and its assets needed careful handling to

insure payment of the debts. The discharge of

these duties called for masterly legal ability and

financial skill, which were found in Mr. Harvey.

In his successful and satisfactory conduct of the

bank's affairs he may be said to have scored one of

the notable triumphs of bis professional life.

On the 14th of January, 1878, Mr. Harvey was

appointed President Judge of the Thirty-first

Judicial District, to fill the vacancy caused by the

resignation of Judge Longaker. This appointment,

made by Governor Hartranft, a Republican execu-

tive, was certainly a great compliment, and one of

the highest evidences possible of the confidence and

esteem in which Mr. Harvey is universally held.

In the large number of cases which he tried while

on the bench, he proved himself the possessor of

talents of a high order and a master of the intrica-

cies of law. He earned the respect of both the Bar

and the public, and retired from office with an en-

hanced reputation for probity and learning. Only

six of his cases were appealed to the Supreme Court

for revision, and there all of his decisions were

sustained. In 1878 Judge Harvey was urged to

accept an independent nomination for County

Judge, but declined. In the following year he was

urged by members of the Bar of Berks County to

become candidate for Judge in that locality, but

refused. In 1882, he was asked by a committee

of the Judicial Conferees of Dauphin and Leb-

anon Counties to be a candidate for Judge of that

district, but declined. In 1886, upon the resig-

nation of Hon. George A. Jenks as Assistant

Secretary of the Interior, he was summoned to

Washington and tendered the position. After

careful consideration he declined, on account of

his large business interests in Lehigh; on that occa-
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sion, as in the previous instances, gracefully ex-

pressing his sincere appreciation of the high com-

pliment conferred upon him.

Judge Harvey was a delegate to the National

Democratic Convention in Chicago in 1884, and

voted for the nomination of Mr. Cleveland, whom
he supported in the campaign with conspicuous

zeal. Without wishing for official reward, he has

done loyal service for his party, advocating its

principles and sustaining its candidates. In local

and state party councils his views are sought, and

carry with them great weight. Although not a

church member, Judge Harvey is an Episcopalian

in belief, and carries out in his sympathies and

charities the convictions of the Christian faith.

He possesses all the agreeable characteristics which

make the scholarly and courteous gentleman. Pro-

fessionally and officially his life has been most suc-

cessful, and his talents and capacity are admitted

and respected by men whose opinions are bejond

question. Socially his relations with the commu-

nity in which he has so long resided are of the most

charming nature. All the surroundings of his home

denote culture, good taste and comfort, without

any attempt at ostentation. One of his most valued

treasures is his law library, which contains about

three thousand six hundred standard and rare

volumes, and is regarded as the largest and most

important in eastern Pennsylvania, outside of

Philadelphia.

CTx DAM BRINKER is Vice-President of the

/—\ South Bethlehem National Bank, Presi-

dent of the Lehigh Valley Cold Storage

Company, and for over a quarter of a century has

carried on a retail harness establishment. Besides

the enterprises mentioned in which he is inter-

ested, he is a member of the firm of Brinker &
Wagner, dealers in all kinds of building, crossing

and flagging stones.

The birth of Adam Brinker occurred in Forks

Township, Northampton County, February 3, 1846,

and there his lather and paternal grandfather, who
both bore the Christian name of Jacob, followed

farming. Our subject's father in later life removed

to Williams Township, where he engaged in agri-

cultural pursuits until his death in 1848. He mar-

ried Susan Wilhelm, a native of Easton, who died

at the age of sixty-seven years, in 1880. Of their

eight children six are living: Jacob, a resident of

Jeddo, Pa.; Sarah, Mrs. Knecht, in Plainfield Town-

ship; David, of Washington, N. J.; Sabine, Mrs.

Gillen, of Danville, 111.; Joseph, a retired farmer

living in Davis, Stephenson County, 111.; and Adam.

Adam Brinker was reared on a farm in North-

ampton County, where he remained until Septem-

ber, 1862, then enlisting in Company A, One Hun-

dred and Fifty-third Pennsylvania Infantry, being

mustered in at Harrisburg, and sent to join the

Army of the Potomac. He did guard- duty until

he was taken sick and was obliged to stay for some

time in the hospital. On his recovery he went to

Washington and Philadelphia, being honorably dis-

charged in July, 1863. Afterwards, in September of

that year, he went to Washington and entered the

Government employ, working in the harness shop,

and remaining until 1864. For about a year he

carried on the old farm, and April 5, 1865, he

commenced working as a harness-maker with Henry

Long. In 1867 he located in South Bethlehem,

then a new town of only about two thousand in-

habitants. He started his enterprise on Second

Street, and for nineteen years was in business on

Third Street, where the Taylor's Son store is now sit-

uated. In 1888 he built his fine building at No. 119

East Third Street, with a frontage of twenty-seven

feet and eighty-five feet in depth, with three

stories and basement. He occupies the basement

and first Moor and keeps on hand a stock of about

$10,000 worth of goods. The workshop is in the

rear, and there several men are employed. Though

Mr. Brinker's business is mainly in the retail

trade, he also does considerable in the wholesale

line. He helped to incorporate the South Bethle-

hem National Bank, was made a Director, and in

1890 became Vice-President. He assisted in incor-

porating the Lehigh Valley Cold Storage Company,

which is just completed, and has a capacity of one

hundred and sixty carloads of produce and a daily

output of thirty tons of ice, and of this concern

he is President. In everything relating to the up-



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 933

building of South Bethlehem he has been very act-

ive. For nine years he was Chairman of the Street
Committee, and held a similar position on the Fire
and Market Committees, also on the Finance and
Appropriation Committees. The stone quarries of
Brinker & Wagner, which were opened in 1882,
are located a half-mile west of the Lehigh Val-
ley Depot and are among the flnest quarries in the
locality.

In this city Mr. Brinker was married in 1867 to

LydiaSloyer, who was born in Mahoning Township
Carbon County, and has become the mother of
two children: Martha, Mrs. Schremple, of South
Bethlehem, and Lillie. For two terms Mr. Brinker
was a Trustee in the Moravian Church of South
Bethlehem, to which he belongs. Socially lie is a

Knight of Pythias, one of the oldest members of

his lodge, of which he has been Treasurer twenty-
one years. For some time he was Treasurer of the

Knights of Malta lodge and is a member of Wan-
eka Tribe No. 183, I. O. R. M.; Knights of the

Golden Eagle; and a member of Robert Oldham
Post No. 527, G. A. R. In politics he is a sup-

porter of the Democratic party.
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OLOMON BOYER, a retired capitalist of

Allentown, was born in Lehigh County,

October 29, 1816. The great-grandfather

of our subject, Frederick Boyer (originally spelled

Beyer), emigrated to America about 1733. He
came from the Palatinate, and was a member of

the Reformed Church. He acquired several hun-

dred acres of land, and while working in his mead-

ow was waylaid and shot by the Indians. He left

one son, Henry, who grew to manhood, and mar-

ried Margaret Hankey, \>y whom he had four sons

and three daughters. Among his sons was John,

who was born December 26, 1781, and in 1802

married Elizabeth Reber, a native of this county,

and the daughter of Gerhard Reber. For many

years the father of our subject was a farmer, and

dealt extensively in live stock. After the death of

his wife he resided with his son, Solomon, until

his death, February 20, 1874. Many of his chil-

dren died young, only three growing to mature
years: Elizabeth, who married Daniel Woodring,
and died in February, 1842; Polly, who married
Abraham Woodring; and Solomon.

Solomon Boyer passed his boyhood days upon
his father's farm, and when only thirteen years of

age found employment on the Lehigh Canal, which
had just been completed. He was thus occupied
for six seasons. In 1842 he established in busi-

ness for himself by opening a general store at

Unionviile, were he also operated as "mine host."

Two years later he sold out at that place, and re-

moving to Westport, on the Lehigh River, en-

gaged in the same line of business, and in- addi-

tion handled large quantities of coal and lumber.

In 1844 our subject purchased a tract of land

along the banks of the river and built a wharf,

which enabled him to ship coal and lumber. Four
years later he secured the location of a postofflce

at Westport, and had the name of the place

changed to Rockdale, by which it is still known.
He remained in Rockdale until 1871, and during

his residence there conducted large business in-

terests. He owned many acres of woodland, from

which he cut the timber, selling a great deal of

lumber to the Lehigh Valley Railroad, and a great

deal for building purposes. He was also interested

in a charcoal furnace for six years, and did an

immense business in coal. April 4 of the above

year he removed to Allentown, where he began

dealing in iron ore, having eleven ore pits, and

carrying on the largest business in that line in

the county.

In 1869 Mr. Boyer received the contract to

build five miles of track for the El Paso &JPacific

Railroad in Texas, which he completed at*the time

designated in the contract, and gave perfect satis-

faction. He has been a very important factor in

the upbuilding of this city, and among the enter-

prises in which he has been engaged is that of

the Allentown National Bank, of which he was one

of the organizers, and in which he is both a stock-

holder and Director at the present time. He is

also a Director in the Macungie Iron Company,

and holds the same position with the Glen Rolling

Mill Company. Mr. Boyer is truly speaking self-

made, for what he has of this world's goods has
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been obtained directly through his own efforts, as

when he started out in life he had nothing. He

received for his first winter's work only thirty-five

cents per day.

October 29, 1843, our subject and Miss Lucy A.,

daughter of John Miller, were united in marriage.

Mr. Miller was born in this county, as was also

his wife, who before her marriage was Miss Sally

Dieberf. To Mr. and Mrs. Boyer were born

twelve children, of whom three sons and six

daughters are now living, namely: Flora A., the

widow of John Koch; Lucinda, who married John

H. Beck, of Treichler's, this state; John P., a resi-

dent of Allentown; Lewis F., engaged as a general

merchant in Wilkes Barre; William H, a farmer near

Mechanicsville; Agnes M., the wife of H. G. Ruhe,

of Boston; Ida R., wife of Charles N. Moss, of

Philadelphia; Lilly C, the wife of Milton B.

Laubach, of Philadelphia; and Sallie J., at home

with her parents.

Mr. and Mrs. Boyer are charter members of the

German Reformed Church, of which our subject

was Treasurer for man}' 3'ears. He was a member
of the building committee during the erection of

the Salem Reformed Church, which cost $17,000.

The family, which isa prominent one in the county,

occupies a fine residence at No. 202 North Seventh

Street.

^*£P

T~> UGENE HENRY DICKENSHIED, M. D.

VJ C) This prominent physician and surgeon of

Allentown is a native of this county, hav-

ing been born in Lower Milford Township, August

5, 1 859. He is the son of Dr. John Henry Dick-

enshied, also a native of Lehigh County, who is

engaged in the practice of his profession at Plover,

this county, where he has a large patronage.

The paternal grandfather of our subject, who
was also a physician, bore the name of Charles

Frederick Dickenshied, and was a graduate of the

University of Pennsylvania, at Philadelphia, and
a surgeon in the War of 1812. He departed this

life in November, 1881, at the remarkable age of

ninety-eight years. The Dickenshied family in

America originally came from Prussia, and on

their arrival in America located in this county,

where they were among the first families.

The maiden name of our subject's mother was

Amanda Stoinman. She was the daughter of

George Steinman, a prominent lumber merchant

at Berger's Station, this state, who died in Bethle-

hem in 1873. The wife of Dr. Charles F. Dicken-

shied was Annie Catherine Eberhart, a daughter of

Henry Eberhart, and a native of this county, in

which locality her parents were old pioneers. On
this side of the house our subject is able to trace

his ancestry back to Eberhart the Noble, who lived

in 1265 in Swabia, now Bavaria.

Eugene H., of this sketch, spent his boyhood days

in Lower Milford Township, and when far enough

advanced in his studies, entered the preparatory

department of Muhlenberg College. He remained

there until the fall of 1876, when he entered

Franklin and Marshall College, at Lancaster, and

after a course there of one year became a student

in the University of Pennsylvania, being graduated

from the medical department of that institution

with the Class of '81.

Dr. Dickenshied after graduating located for the

practice of his profession in Lower Milford, and

for nine years following carried on business in

connection with his father. In June, 1890, lie

came to Allentown, and opening an office, has since

been engaged in a large and successful general

practice. Since locating here he has taken several

special courses on the treatment of the eye and can
and is considered an expert in treating the diseases

of these organs.

In 1881 the Doctor was awarded the first Morbid
Anatomy prize which was ever given in America,

it being offered at that time in the University of

Pennsylvania. He is a member of the Lehigh

County Medical Society and of the Lehigh Valley

Medical Association. He is also a member of the

Board of School Controllers for the city of Allen-

town, representing the Seventh Ward, and is now
Chairman of the board. In politics he is a true-

blue Republican. A prominent Mason, he is Past

Master of Lodge No. 469, at Coopersburg, this

county.

May 2, 1882, Dr. Dickenshied was united in

marriage with Miss Clara C, daughter of Andrew
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C. Bryan, formerly a resident of Allentown, but

now deceased. To them have been born a son and

a daughter: Henry M., now in his ninth year; and

Margaret C, a child of seven years. The Doctor

and his wife are members of St. John's Reformed

Church.

—
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T1NSLEY JETER is one of the founders of

Fountain Hill, and has been very active in

the general improvement of the Bethlehems

and vicinity. He is President of the Ryan Slate

Company (owners of a quarry), was the projector

and former owner of two-thirds of the stock of the

Ironton Railroad Company, and is President of

the" South Bethlehem Improvement Association.

One of the active real-estate men of the vicinity,

he laid out the greater part of Fountain Hill, and

has been very successful in tfrat branch of business.

Mr. Jeter was one of the organizers and leading

movers in the erection of the Bishop Thorpe School

for Giris, having been a member of the Board of

Trustees from its start. He was also one of the

earliest to advocate St. Luke's Hospital, having

been Chairman of the first committee for obtain-

ing subscriptions, and was the first Chairman of the

Executive Committee. He has always continued

to take great interest in the hospital, and is still a

member of the Board of Trustees. This institu-

tion bears more than a local reputation, as it is

considered one of the finest in the state.

The birth of Tinsley Jeter occurred in Amelia

County, Va., in 1827, his father being John Tins-

ley Jeter, who was born in the same county in

1798. John Jeter, the paternal grandfather, a na-

tive of Amelia County, was a planter, and of Eng-

lish descent. The family were old and Respected

citizens of the Old Dominion, and John Jeter was

a Captain in the War of 1812. John Tinsley Jeter

also carried on a plantation, and was a merchant

at Plainville until 1843, when he removed to Mis-

souri. In that state he resided for four years, near

Loutre Island, Montgomery County, and thence

went to New Orleans. Subsequently he purchased

a plantation on the Mississippi River, opposite Ft.

Hudson, and there his death occurred in 1862. In

religious faith, he was, like his father, a devoted ad-

herent of the Baptist denomination. Our subject's

mother, formerly Elizabeth Newman, was born in

Virginia, where her death occurred.

The boyhood of our subject was passed in Vir-

ginia, where he obtained a good education. Later

in life he was a student for two years at the Uni-

versity of Missouri at Columbia. In the fall of

1847 he went to New Orleans, and in the spring of

the following year went to South America, travel-

ing there and in the Western States for three years.

His object in going to South America was to attend

to some business for his father in Venezuela, and

this being completed he returned home. In 1851

he commenced studying law in Philadelphia and

was admitted to the Bar, but never engaged in

practice, as he became interested in the iron mines

in Lehigh County, and made his home until I860

in Philadelphia, Pa.

It was in 1860 that our subject came to Bethle-

hem, and from that time forward his attention was

mainly given to the development of iron mines in

the vicinity. He superintended and formed the

corporation for the building of the Ironton Rail-

road from Ironton to Coplay, a distance of about

eight miles. This railroad he continued to operate

until 1866, when he sold out to New York parties,

and it is now owned by the Thomas Iron Company.

In 1888 Mr. Jeter opened the Ryan Slate Quarries,

which produce a good quality of roofing slate.

The company was incorporated, Mr. Jeter becoming

its President.

In Philadelphia, Mr. Jeter was married in 1852

to a native of the city, Mary S., daughter of Thomas

S. Richards. The latter was one of the early iron

manufacturers of the state, and his death occurred

in 1839. His father, Samuel Richards, spent his life

in the Quaker City, where he died. The mother of

Mrs. Jeter, whose Christian name was Harriet, was

a daughter of Gen. Francis Nichols, of Revolution-

ary fame, whose home was near Philadelphia. The

residence of the Jeter family is beautifully situated

on Fountain Hill. They have three children: John

T.,a graduate of Lehigh University and a mining

engineer in Wilkes Barre, Pa.; and Harriet and

Mary, at home. Mr. and Mrs. Jeter are members of

the Church of the Nativity, one of the landmarks
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of Fountain Hill, in the organization of which our

subject was very active, and was one of a commit-

tee of three appointed to solicit subscriptions for

its erection. The first service of the congregation

was held in his own home, and he has in every

manner possible forwarded its interests from the

start. In politics he is a stanch Democrat, though

he has not devoted much time to political affairs,

as his time has been fully occupied with his busi-

ness investments.

<Tpr BRAHAM C. PRINCE is President and

/—\ General Manager of the Prince Manufact-

uring Company, and is a successful busi-

ness man. well informed on general subjects, and

an ardent Republican in politics. He was born

and reared in Brooklyn, N. Y., and on the pater-

nal side is of English descent. Three brothers of

the name of Prince came from England in an early

day, one settling in Maine, another in New York,

and the third in Long Island, and the subject of

this narrative is a descendant of the New York

branch. His grandfather, Samuel, served in the

Revolutionary War, and afterwards became a mer-

chant in New York City. In that metropolis the

thoroughfare known as Prince Street was named

for him, and his home was formerly at the corner

of Prince and Broadway Streets, where his death

occurred.

Robert Prince, the father of Abraham, was born

in Washington County, N. Y., and was reared in

New York City. He became a merchant there,

running a large business on Broadway, and deal-

ing in carpets and upholstery. Later he remov-

ed his business to Atlantic Street in Brooklyn, but

in 1857 he became interested in Pennsylvania, and

located in Bethlehem, near Weissport, Carbon Coun-

ty, his first intention being to open a slate quarrv.

He had patented a flat slate roof, and being a chem-

ist, while near Weissport he invited the people to

bring him samples of ore for analysis, and in that

way discovered the particular mineral now used in

the manufacture of the Prince Metallic Paints. On
experimenting and finding its value in the busi-

ness, he bought a large tract of land, and secured a

manufactory by buying up the Laury Forge, on

Big Creek, which he changed and improved, erect-

ing kilns and furnaces. The business continued at

that place until after his death, when our subject

and his brother built the works at Bowman, where

they had better facilities. Robert Prince, who was

of the Moravian faith, departed this life in 1872,

at the age of seventy-one years.

The mother of our subject bore the maiden name

of Antoinette Cargill, and her birth occurred in

New York Citj'. Her father, Abraham Cargill, was

also a native of the Empire State, to which his par-

ents removed from Scotland. He engaged in run-

ning a hardware and stove store on Water Street,

and was very wealthy when he retired. Mrs.

Prince, who was reared in the Moravian faith, died

in Brooklyn when her son, our subject, was a lad

of twelve years, and of her seven children only four

survive.

The birth of Abraham C. Prince occurred in

1844, and he was mainly reared and educated in

Brooklyn. When still quite young he was ap-

pointed City Weighmaster in Brooklyn, and in

September, 1861, he volunteered in defense of

the Union, becoming a member of the First New
York Mounted Rifles, which were equipped by

Col. Charles E. Dodge. Going to the front he

took part in the Virginia campaign, the raids

around Richmond, and fought with Sheridan,

his regiment acting all through the war as an

independent regiment. At the close they were

with Sheridan when he entered Richmond. Mr.

Prince was a Sergeant, and though he' had many
narrow escapes, having had bullets shot through his

clothes and horses killed under him, he escaped uu-

injured. At Fredericksburg he was detailed to

serve in the Commissary Department, where he

remained until mustered out and honorably dis-

charged in July, 1865.

Returning to Brooklyn, Mr. Prince engaged in

the coal business for two years, and in 1867 remov-

ed to Pennsylvania, engaging in the manufacture

of concrete building block and hydraulic cement.

They erected a mill at Millport and manufactured

cement at Lehigh Gap, on the site of the old Le-

high Valley Coal and Navigation Company's lands.
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Afterwards he, in company with his father, proceed-

ed to manufacture paints, and after the latter's

death, in company with his brother David, he built

the works at Bowman, which have since been much
enlarged. There are now three mills, each with a

capacity per month of two or three hundred tons of

metallic paints. The company owns and controls

about one^thousand acres of this mineral land, which

contains the only ore of the kind in the United

States. When first mined it is a dark blue color,

but after being calcined and oxidized turns to a

reddish brown, and remains so when manufactured

into paint. The plant has fine water-power from

the canal, and in calcining wood is used to en-

hance the purity. The products of the company

are sent to all points of the United States, also to

Europe, South America and other foreign places.

Employment is given to from seventy-five to

eighty men. In 1878 the firm was incorporated

as the Prince Manufacturing Company, with a paid-

up capital of $60,000, A. C. Prince being President

and General Manager, and David Prince being

Secretary and Treasurer. They have a branch

store in Maiden Lane, New York City, and have

representatives and agencies in most of the im-

portant cities of the country. In connection with

then- mills they have three cooper shops, where all

their packages are made.

Since September, 1886, A. C. Prince has made

his home in Bethlehem. He was married in 1867,

in Brooklyn, to Miss Lizzie F., daughter of Henry

Lovejoy, both of whom were born in New Hamp-

shire. Mr. Lovejoy was engaged in the electro-

typing business in Boston, and was the first to in-

troduce the same in New York City, where he

succeeded in building up a large business, being in

his later years a member of the extensive firm of

H. Lovejoy, Son & Co., of No. 117 Vandevanter

Street. His death occurred in New York City at

the age of eighty-two years and six months. His

wife, a native of Maine, was formerly Melinda

Wheeler, and her death occurred when in her six-

ty-second year. Mrs. Prince was reared to woman-

hood in Brooklyn, and has four living children:

Alice, Antoinette, Melinda and Florence.

A member of the Grand Array of the Republic,

our subject is identified with J. K. Taylor Post of

42

this city. As a member of the Moravian Church,

he is one of the Advisory Financial Board of Pre-

siding Elders of the Conference and is Trustee

of the theological seminary and college. Always
interested in educational affairs, he is on the Board

of Directors of the Moravian Parochial School.

The Republican party represents his ideas on the

subject of protection and general questions, and to

it he gives his support. Mr. Prince was for many
years a Director of the Second National Bank
of Mauch Chunk, Pa., and filled that position until

quite recently.

JOHN J. UNANGST, a leading merchant and

prominent business man of Nazareth, was born

in Lower Nazareth Township, Northampton

County, November 15, 1832, and is of Ger-

man descent. The first representatives of the fam-

ily in America- were three brothers, Philip, George

Henry and John Unangst, who emigrated from

Germany to this country in a very early day and

settled in Pennsylvania, John Jacob locating in

Williams Township, Philip in Mt. Bethel, and

George Henry in Bethlehem Township, Northamp-

ton County. The latter was the grandfather of

our subject and a farmer by occupation. His fam-

ily consisted of seven children, four sons and three

daughters, all of whom are deceased.

Jacob Unangst, the father of our subject, was

born on the old homestead in Bethlehem Township,

February 22, 1799, and departed this life February

27, 1876, at the age of seventy-seven years and

five days. He died in Bethlehem Township and

was buried in the Hicktown Cemetery. December

12, 1819, he married Miss Elizabeth Johnson, and

they became the parents of seven children, as fol-

lows: Catherine, the wife of Daniel Wagner, who

resides near Easton, Pa.; William, a farmer of

Moore Township; Susan, Mrs. Robert Fogle, of

Bethlehem Township; Jonas, who died in infancy;

John J., our subject; Elizabeth, the wife of James

W. Woodring, of Bethlehem Township; and Lu-

cinda, Mrs. James A. Dech, of Allen Township.

The father was a Democrat in politics, and was al-
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ways found in the front ranks of that party. In

his religious connections he was a consistent mem-
ber of the Lutheran Church. In his later years he

became very deaf, which' affliction disqualified him

for the active duties of life.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man-

hood in Bethlehem Township, and was educated

in the public schools and in Vanderveer's school.

Soon after completing his studies he became a

teacher in the schools of his vicinity, and contin-

ued in the arduous duties of that profession until

he attained the age of twenty-two, when he mar-

ried, and with his young wife began keeping hotel.

For fifteen years he was the "jolly host" of the

Seip's Hotel. While making his home in Seip's he

took an active part in politics, and filled several

offices of honor and trust. He was elected Treas-

urer of the county, and at various times filled most

of the local offices of his township. He also served

as Committeeman and as a delegate to the county

conventions.

In 1869 Mr. TJnangst moved to Nazareth and

commenced to manufacture farming implements,

in which for ten years he conducted a successful

business. Misfortune then befell him, for his fac-

tory and all its contents were destroyed by fire,

causing a loss of $30,000. At the time of the fire

there was no insurance on the property, and con-

sequently everything was lost. Being energetic

and a man of good business ability, Mr. Unangst
was not discouraged by this catastrophe, but im-

mediately embarked in the mercantile business, and
in that he has succeeded beyond his anticipations.

March 1, 1883, the firm title became John J. Un-
angst & Son. They are dealers in general mer-

chandise, and carry a stock valued at about $15,-

000. In addition to his other business interests,

he owns and conducts a large farm in Bethlehem

Township, which is one of the finest in the county.

In 1886 he removed to Bethlehem, where he has

since made his residence.

Mr. Unangst was united in marriage January 13,

1855, with Miss Susan C, daughter of Peter Seip,

a well known citizen of Seip's. They became the

parents of eight children, as follows: Edna, the

wife of George D. Kressler, of West Bethlehem;

Eugene P., a druggist of Bethlehem, who married

Carrie Uberoth, of Philadelphia; Edward J., a

member of the firm of John J. Unangst & Son, and

who married Mary Helms, of Easton; Lizzie, wife of

Dr. Wilson Kern, of Upper Nazareth Township;

Oliver E., who died in infancy; Jane P., the wife

of Walter S. Freeman, a druggist of Phillipsburg,

N. J.; Mary S., the wife of Albert E. Duckham, a

civil engineer of Pittsburg, Pa.; and Addison, who
is connected with the Unangst Furniture and Car-

pet Store of Nazareth.

Politically Mr. Unangst is a Democrat, and has

filled several offices of trust. While making his

home in Nazareth he served as Burgess of the bor-

ough for some time, and also filled the office of

School Director. He is an Elder in the Lutheran

Church of Bethlehem, and takes an active interest

in all church work, also in educational affairs. His

business career has been such as to win for him

the confidence of his associates, and socially his

genial, generous disposition has won for him a host

of warm friends.

HENRY J. SEAMAN, General Manager for

the Atlas Cement Company, whose works

are located in Whitehall Township, near

Coplay, was born in Shasta County, Cal., in 1859.

He is a son of Henry J. and Maria Seaman, natives

of Bethlehem, and the former of whom is now de-

ceased. When about four years of age, our sub-

ject accompanied his parents to Pennsylvania, and
received his preliminary education in the schools

of Bethlehem, where they located. Later he was

graduated from Lehigh University with the Class

of '89, and, having taken a special course in that

institution, was for several years afterward chem-

ist and furnace manager of the Crane Iron Com-
pany. Subsequently for three years, he was in the

employ of the Carbon Iron and Pipe Company, of

which he was General Superintendent, and in

1892 he came to fill his present position as Gen-
eral Manager of the Atlas Cement Company.
The cement works in which our subject is em-

ployed were incorporated with the following gen-

tlemen as officers: J. R. Maxwell, President; J.
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F. DeNavarro, Vice-President; Alphonzo DeNa-

varro, Second Vice-President; and Henry Graves,

Jr., Secretary and Treasurer. Their main office is

in the Central Building, No. 143 Liberty Street,

New York City, where they find a ready market for

the product of the factory. The company man-

ufacture solely a high grade of Portland cement,

the daily capacity being six hundred barrels.

They employ about one hundred hands in the mill,

which is equipped with the best methods of ma-

chinery to be found in the market. In the manu-

facture of this article they use crude oil for fuel,

and rotary cylinders, the latter being covered bja

patent controlled by the corporation.

Our subject occupies a high position in political

circles, voting with the Republican party, and is

also a Mason of prominence, holding membership

with the lodge at Catasauqua. He was married in

1885 to Miss Minnie Boyer, daughter of Reuben

Boyer, who is now deceased. To Mr. and Mrs.

Seaman have been born two children, Louise and

Henry.

Our subject is likewise a member of the Insti-

tute of Mining Engineers, and is looked upon as

one of the most prominent residents of this sec-

tion. The Atlas Cement Company also own four

hundred acres of land in Northampton County, on

which they have erected a large mill for the man-

ufacture of Portland cement.

-»+£#~

VICTOR D. BARNER, proprietor of the

Grand Central Hotel of AUentown, is one

of the native sons of Lehigh County, his

birth having occurred in Lower Macungie Town-

ship, on the 22d of July, 1857. He is the second

son of David L. Barner, who served for some years

as County Commissioner, and was a leading and

influential citizen of this locality. In his political

views he was a stalwart Democrat, and one of the

active workers of his party. The grandfather,

Nathan Barner, was a prominent and successful

farmer of Lehigh County, and at one time owned

the farm upon which is now located the Lehigh

Iron Company's plant. The mother of our sub-

ject bore the maiden name of Angeline Schaffer,

and is a daughter of the late George Schaffer.

She is still living with her husband in the borough

of Macungie.

In the usual manner of farmer lads, Victor D.

Barner spent the days of his boyhood and youth,

and during that time became familiar with farm

work in all its departments. His early education

was acquired in the district schools, and was sup-

plemented by study in the Keystone State Normal

School at Kutztown. He also attended the Millers-

ville State Normal, and is a graduate of the East-

man Business College at Poughkeepsie, N. Y. After

leaving school he engaged in teaching in Lehigh

County, following that profession for six years.

On the expiration of thai; period he returned to

Allentown, where from 1878 until 1881 he served

as Commissioner's Clerk. He then received an ap-

pointment as Court Crier and Auditor of the

courthouse offices, and in the discharge of the

duties of that position his* time was passed until

1886. In that year he turned his attention to the

hotel business, becoming proprietor of the Eagle

House, which he successfully conducted until 1891,

making it one of the most popular hotels of Allen-

town. This proved a profitable investment for

him, as he received liberal patronage and gained a

handsome competence.

In 1891 Mr. Barner purchased the old Black

Bear Hotel, which for fifty years had stood upon

Hamilton Street, and after removing everything

he began the erection of what is now known as

the Grand Central Hotel. This is the largest hotel

in the city, having one hundred and forty-seven

rooms, and is a five-story structure, built of brick

in a modern style of architecture, and supplied

with all the conveniences and accessories found in

a first-class establishment of the kind. It is well

lighted and ventilated, heated by steam, conven-

iently arranged and tastefully furnished. The

table is always well supplied with the luxuries of

the season, and the hotel since its opening has

rapidly found favor with the traveling public.

Mr. Barner has found in his wife a faithful com-

panion and helpmate. In 1878 he was united in

marriage with Miss Lillie E. Straut. They have

one son, J. Winslow. Mr. Barner is a stockholder
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and Director in the Second National Bank of Al-

lentown, is a member of the Allen Mutual Fire In-

surance Company, is Treasurer of the Lehigh

County Agricultural Society, and is also a Director

in the Keystone Mutual Benefit Association. Pleas-

ant and genial in manner, he is well adapted to his

present business, in which he is meeting with sig-

nal success. He' and his wife belong to the Luth-

eran Church.

. ^Tg*£P .

0HARLES F. BECK. Few of the citizens of

Lehigh County are more widely, and none

more favorably, known than the gentle-

man with whose name we introduce this sketch.

At the present time he is engaged as traveling

salesman for the R. J. Allen Son Company, Philadel-

phia, dealers in oils and crockery. He has been a

resident of this city since the fall of 1855, and no

enterprise has been originated in this community

since that time to which he has not given his cor-

dial support.

Born in Nazareth Township, our subject is a na-

tive of Northampton County, his birth occurring

March 14, 1831, to George H. Beck. His father

came from Germany, and made his home in the

above county, where he lived and died. The fa-

ther of our subject was a farmer by occupation,

and owned one hundred and thirty-four acres of

land in Northampton County, which he cultivated

to good advantage until his decease in his eighty-

first year. He was a member of the Lutheran

Church, and in politics was a true-blue Repub-

lican.

Mrs. Elizabeth (Johnson) Beck, the mother of

our subject, was likewise born in Nazareth Town-

ship, and was the daughter of a farmer in that lo-

cality, and of Scotch descent. She reared a family

of eleven children, and died in 1876. Six of the

family are still living, of whom C. F. is the young-

est. He remained on his father's farm until

seventeen years old, and then, going to Easton,

found a position as clerk in a grocery store. He
remained there for a while, after which he returned

home for six months, and then went again to East-

on, this time as.an employe in a lumber-yard. In

1852, however, in company with his brother Jacob,

he removed to Nazareth, and for two years owned

and operated a general merchandise store.

The lady to whom our subject was married in

this city, June 6, 1854, was Miss Catherine, daugh-

ter of Solomon Biery. The latter was born in this

county, and his father, Frederick Biery, originally

owned the site where now stands the flourishing

city of Catasauqua. The Biery family was a very

prominent one in this locality, and the father of

Mrs. Beck at one time owned the Catasauqua Mills

in partnership with his brother. He also was the

proprietor of the American Hotel, which he oper-

ated as"mine host" forsixteen years and then lived

retired until his decease, January 20, 1874. His

wife, Mrs. Mary M. (Frederick) Biery, was born in

Bucks County, this state, and was the daughter of

George Frederick, a farmer, who formerly lived

where are now located George Johnson's Steel

Springs Shops. There her father located in 1831.

He departed this life in this city, when eighty-two

years of age. Mrs. Beck was the only child of her

parents, and received a good education in the Mo-
ravian schools of Bethlehem.

After his marriage our subject took charge of

the American Hotel, which was owned by his fa-

ther, and operated it for nine years. In 1856,

however, the postoffice was located in South Cata-

sauqua and our subject's father-in-law was made
Postmaster, and he was selected as his assistant.

The office was located in their hotel, and the gen-

tlemen held the position until the election of Lin-

coln in 1861. That year they both resigned, but

our subject continued to manage the hotel until

1864, when he retired from active business for two
years. At the expiration of that time he formed
a partnership with Thomas Frederick, and the firm

known as Frederick & Co. started the car shops in

Fullerton. The panic of 1873, however, caused

them to close out their business, and the next year

Mr. Beck was given the position of traveling sales-

man for the Allen, Son & Co., of Philadelphia. He
left their employ after eight months and became
general agent for the McKee & Fuller Car Works,
of Fullerton. He remained with them until 1879,

when he again associated himself with Allen, Son
& Co., with whom he has remained ever since. He
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travels over a large territory and is on the road

every day, visiting his customers every five weeks.

The house for which he travels is one of the finest

in the Quaker City, and does a large business,

handling oils, all kinds of lamps, crockery, queens-

ware and glassware.

The five children who were born to Mr, and Mrs.

Beck are George F., an accomplished musician and a

graduate of the New England Conservatory of Bos-

ton; David J., who makes his home in Catasauqua;

Franklin C, engaged as a newsdealer in this city;

and Henry S. and an infant, deceased. Mr. Beck is

a member of Trinity Lutheran Church, and in pol-

itics is a strong Democrat.

< EWIS ISRAEL TROXELL. Lehigh Coun-

| £\ ty has won an enviable reputation as a

prosperous farming community, and this

reputation has been acquired through the enter-

prise and energy of such agriculturists as Mr. Trox-

ell. He has been prominently identified with the

development of the county, and with its advance-

ment in every worthy particular. He is one of the

most successful agriculturists of Whitehall Town-

ship, where he is residing, and the county owes

its prosperity to just such men as he.

Like many of the best residents of Lehigh Coun-

ty, our subject was born within its bounds, the

date .of his birth being March 7, 1838. He is the

son of Adam and Lidia Troxell, also natives of this

county, where they were well-to-do farmers. The

first representative of the Troxell family in Amer-

ica was Michael Troxell, who came from Germany

during the early part of the eighteenth century,

and established a home in Pennsylvania. Our sub-

ject has in his Dossession the original patent for

two hundred acres of land acquired by Michael

and Nicholas Troxell, which was issued in 1737.

The father of our subject departed this life in

1879, and the mother died when Lewis I. was fif-

teen years of age. The other members of the fam-

ily who still live are Edmund E., Lucas J., Will-

iam, Mary J. and Lidia E. The subject of th.s

sketch has followed farm pursuits his entire life,

which occupation has brought him substantial re-

turns. He carried on his studies in the district

school, and secured a very fair education for his

time and day.

In 1862 Miss Mary A., daughter of Jonathan and

Polly Henninger, became the wife of our subject.

She was born in this county, and her parents were

natives of Germany. Mrs. Henninger is still liv-

ing at an advanced age, and makes her home in

North Whitehall Township. To Mr. and Mrs.

Troxell six children have been born, namely: Lil-

lie, the wife of Jesse Warmkesser; Emma L., Mrs.

Wilson Butz; Cora, now Mrs. Erwin Koch; Oliver

A., who married Sadie M. George; Eva and Min-

nie M.

In 1870 Mr. Troxell located upon his present

farm, which is a valuable estate, comprising two

hundred and twenty-four acres. He has been very

successful in a financial way, and has thoroughly

identified himself with the section in which be re-

sides, and all moral public measures which com-

mend themselves to his excellent judgment find

in him a hearty and liberal supporter. He has al-

ways used his influence in behalf of Democratic

candidates and principles, in which respect he fol-

lows in the footsteps of his worthy father. He is

a faithful member of the German Lutheran Church,

to which denomination his wife also belongs.

-}—=£: l>-^<!'(By—

JAMES L. FOOTE, a prominent business man

of Slatington, is manager of the Slatington-

Bangor Slate Syndicate, and was born in

Merrimac County, N. H, April 15, 1856. He

is the son of Thomas and Lydia (Talm) Foote, na-

tives of Massachusetts. The boyhood of our sub-

ject was passed in New Hampshire, where he con-

tinued to live until reaching his majority, receiv-

ing a good education in the common schools, and

pursuing his higher studies while living in Merri-

mac County.

The business career of Mr. Foote began in New

York City, where for several years he kept books,

and in March, 1887, he came to Slatington, becom-

ing identified with the Slatington Slate Company,
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with which firm he remained for six years, learn-

ing the details of the business. In January, 1893,

the present partnership was formed with Joel Neff,

under the firm name of the Slatington-Bangor Slate

Syndicate, of which Mr. Foote was made manager.

A further description of this well known firm may

be found in the sketch of his partner, Mr. Neff,

which appears on another page of this work. Suf-

fice it to say that Mr. Foote is thoroughly conver-

sant with this business, and is recognized as an able

and efficient business man. Under his manage-

ment the concern is rapidly gaining in prestige in

this community, and also among their customers,

who are to be found in all states of the Union.

Since becoming a resident of Slatington Mr.

Foote has become identified with all movements

pertaining to her welfare, and is actively interest-

ed in promoting the same. He is President of the

School Board of this place, and is interested in

educational movements. Politically he is a pro-

nounced Republican, believing that that party is

unquestionably the one which enhances the pros-

perity of the land, and in whose hands his busi-

ness interests are safe.

On the 6th of February, 1878, James L. Foote

married Miss Ara L. Piatt, a native of New Hamp-
shire, and a lady of good education. Their pleas-

ant home is favorably located in the city and is

the abode of hospitality.

TILGHMAN OCHS, contractor and builder,

is now at the head of an extensive busi-

ness in Allentown. A native of North-

ampton County, Pa., he was born on the 12th of

March, 1832, and is a son of Jacob Ochs, a native

of the same county. The grandfather, Jacob Ochs,

Sr., was also born in Northampton County, was of

German descent, and was numbered among the

pioneer settlers of the Keystone State. The great-

grandfather, Michael Ochs, had there located at a

very early day, founding the family in this local-

ity. He was a member of the Reformed Church.

The mother of our subject bore the maiden name

Of Sarah Nagel, was born in Lehigh County, and

was a daughter of Jacob Nagel. Her death oc-

curred in Allentown on the 26th of December,

1859. By her marriage she became the mother of

eight children, six sons and two daughters, of

whom our subject is the fourth in order of birth.

They are: Charles, a resident of Northampton Coun-

ty; William; John, deceased; Tilghman, of this

sketch; and Josiah, John Jacob and Sarah J.

In the usual manner of farmer lads Mr. Ochs

of this sketch spent the days of his boyhood and

youth. He aided in the labors of the farm through

the summer months, and in the winter seasons at-

tended school, thus acquiring a good English ed-

ucation. When his school days were over, he

came to Allentown, where he learned the trade of

a brick-layer under the instruction of Jacob Nagel

and Joseph Seip. When his term of apprentice-

ship had expired he worked as a journeyman with

Jacob Nagel for three years. On the expiration

of that period he embarked in business on his own
account and began building blast furnaces at dif-

ferent places in the iron regions. In 1885 he ad-

mitted his son, Milton T. J., to partnership, and

the firm style became T. Ochs & Son. He has

built many of the present dwellings, flats and

stores of Allentown, and has just completed the

high-school building, which is a credit to the city.

He has also erected many important business blocks,

including the Allentown Atlas Silk Mill plant, the

Allentown Thread Mill plant and the Allen Hotel,

besides many other structures of less importance.

In 1854 Mr. Ochs was united in marriage with

Miss Sarah S. Long, of Allentown, a native of

Montgomery County, Pa., and a daughter of Jacob

S. Long. To them were born twelve children, of

whom nine are yet living, four sons and five

daughters. The mother of this family was called

to her final rest on the 29th of August, 1889, and
her loss was widely and deeply mourned by many
friends, as well as by her immediate family. She was
a member of the Salem Reformed Church, to which
Mr. Ochs also belongs. Our subject has led a busy

and useful life, and through the legitimate chan-

nels of business has achieved a well merited suc-

cess. He always faithfully lives up to his part of

the contract, and as the work which he undertakes

is done in first-class manner, he has won and re-
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tains a liberal patronage. He is a public-spirited

and progressive citizen, in whom the best interests

of the community find a friend, and aside from

his work he has always borne his part in the prog-

ress and advancement of the county.

•T EWIS S. JACOBY. A simple narration of

1 Cy facts regarding the life of an individual is

undoubtedly the best biographical history

that can be written of him. Therefore, we shall

not endeavor to elaborate upon the incidents in

the career of the subject of this sketch, who is a

prominent architect and civil engineer of Allen-,

town.

He of whom we write is the son of Peter L.

Jacoby, a native of Bucks County, this state, who

departed this life in 1876. He was a farmer by

occupation, and the son of John Jacoby, who

also was born in the Keystone State. The family
s

which originally came from Germany, first located

in New Jersey in an early day, and the later gen-

erations lived in that state. Mrs. Barbara (Shelly)

Jacoby, the mother of our subject, who has at-

tained the age of seventy-eight years, was, like her

husband, born in Bucks County, and is still liv-

ing, making her home in Bethlehem. She is the

daughter of John Shelly, who during his life was

an influential farmer in this section. Mrs. Jacoby

is also of German descent.

Lewis S., of this sketch, spent the first sixteen

years of his life in his native place, and conned

his lessons in the public schools of Springtown,

where his birth occurred April 4, 1848. Later he

took a course of study m the academy of that

place, after which he was engaged in teaching

school for some time. In the spring of 1868 he

came to Allentown, and at once prepared to study

civil engineering under the instruction of Col. S.

D. Lehr. Later he carried on his studies in that

line with G. C. Aschbach, and in 1872 formed a

partnership, conducting business under the firm

name of G. C. Aschbach & Co. On the death of

the senior partner, which occurred in 1875, Mr.

Jacoby continued the business, and is successfully

conducting the same at the present time. He has

erected many of the fine buildings in the city,

among which are Zion Reformed Church, Acad-

emy of Music, Hotel Allen, the Breinig and Bach-

man Buildings, the First, Fifth and Seventh Ward
schoolhouses, the high school and F. Hersh & Sons

hardware establishment.

In 1889-90 Mr. Jacoby was elected City Engin-

eer on the Republican ticket. Socially he is a

member of Lehigh Lodge No. 83, 1. O. 0. F.; is a

charter member of Allentown Lodge No. 90, K. of

P.; and is a Patriotic Son of America, being con-

nected with Lodge No. 63. Our subject drew the

plans for the magnificent court house of Carbon

County, at Mauch Chunk. It is a fine stone struct-

ure, and when completed will cost $120,000.

December 18, 1873, Mr. Jacoby was married to

Miss Laura R., daughter of Peter and Frances

(Todd) Broes. To them have been born two sons,

Albert L. and Clark W. Mr. and Mrs. Jacoby are

prominent members of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, and occupy a fine residence at No. 428

Walnut Street.

-=5$+£{"S

/^y EORGE PEIFLY. The agricultural inter-

V^JC ests of Lehigh County are ably represented

by the subject of this sketch, a man whose

life has been passed in the calling which now re-

ceives his attention. He is a native-born resident

of the county, his birth occurring January 28,

1850. He has ever been an active supporter of all

laudable enterprises, and is one of the county's

best men.

Michael and Regina (Klump) Peifly, the parents

of our subject, were natives of Germany, and the

father, after emigrating to America, located in

Lehigh County, making his home in Lynn Town-

ship until his decease, in March, 1889. His wife,

who is now seventy years of age, is still living,

making her home in Germansville. They were the

parents of a large family of children, of whom

those living are Christina (Mrs. Charles St. Clair),

Michael, John, George, Peter, Frank, Anna (Mrs.

Oliver Frelman), Mary (Mrs. William Fetherulph),
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Lena (Mrs. Thomas Kleppinger) and Missouri.

Michael Peifly was Assessor and School Director

of Lynn Township, and for many years a member

of the Lutheran Church.' Politically he always

supported Democratic principles, and was much re-

spected in the community where his life was

passed.

George Peifly of this sketch passed his boyhood

in Lynn Township, and, like the majority of coun-

try boys, received his education in the district

school. He assisted his father in cultivating the

soil, thus becoming familiar with all- the details of

farm life at an early age. March 18, 1869, he was

married to Miss Ellen, daughter of Elias and Ma-

tilda (Hardman) Wotring, natives of North White-

hall Township.

To our subject and his wife have been born

seven children, who bear the respective names of

Erwin A., Harvey F. (Professor in the schools at

Egypt), Rosa A., Laura M., Daisy A., Edgar E. and

Oliver H. In 1882 Mr. Peifly located upon his

present farm, which comprises one hundred and

seventy acres of highly improved land. He has

found this kind of work to be profitable, and in

the conduct of his estate has given each portion of

the work his personal attention, and the care and
method ever exercised have contributed to place

him among the foremost farmers of the vicinity.

Politically he has always supported the Democratic

principles. He is a member of the Independent

Order of Odd Fellows, and has been identified

with the Lutheran Church for many years, while

his wife is connected with the Reformed Church
of Egypt.

• ^*£P •

WILLIAM H. DESHLER, a member of

the law firm of Deshler Bros., is re-

garded as one of the leading attorneys

of Allentown, and at the Bar of Lehigh County
occupies a prominent and enviable position. He
claims Pennsylvania as the state of his nativity, as

he was born in Northampton County, on the 18th

of May, 1840. He is descended from good old

Revolutionary stock, his grandfather, David Desh-
ler, who was of German descent, having been one

of the heroes of the War for Independence. The

family was founded in America during early Colo-

nial days. The maternal grandfather, William

Steward, was of Scotch descent. The father of

our subject, Edward Deshler, made farming his life

work. Having attained to mature years, he mar-

ried Eliza Steward, and to them were born four

children, namely: Dr. C. F., who died in 1884;

James B. and William H., who compose the law

firm of Deshler Bros.; and Jennie E. The father

died in Allentown in 1889, and his wife passed

away in the same city in 1862.

The gentleman whose name heads this record

spent his early boyhood days in attendance at Free-

land College, at Collegeville, Montgomery County,

Pa., and later entered Lafayette College, where

he continued his studies one year. It was his

desire to enter the legal profession, and to this

end, when his literary education was completed,

he began reading law under Judge Maxwell, of

Easton, Pa., where he was admitted to the Bar in

1862. He had made thorough preparations for his

life work, and has ever been a close student, so

that he is one of the best informed lawyers of the

county. Upon his admission to the Bar he at

once began practice in Allentown, forming a part-

nership with his brother, James B. This connec-

tion has since continued, and the high reputation

which the firm has gained is the result of merit

and capability.

In 1870 William H. Deshler led to the marriage

altar Miss Clara M. Keiper, of Allentown, daugh-

ter of Daniel and Sarah Keiper. They are both

members of St. John's Reformed Church, in which

Mr. Deshler has served as Deacon for many years,

and are highly respected citizens of the commu-
nity, occupying an enviable position in the social

circles in which they move.

In political views Mr. Deshler is a Republican,

and has served as a member of the Common Coun-
cil for several years. He was also a member of

the Board of Control for nine years, and for some
time was Secretary of that body. He is now serv-

ing as one of the Water Commissioners, and is

connected with various business interests in addi-

tion to his law practice, being Secretary and Treas-

urer of the Blue Ridge Powder Company, the works
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of which are located in Bowman, Carbon County;

also Secretary of the Mahoning Foundry Facing

Mills, located at Lehighton, Pa. In the upbuild-

ing of the city he has taken a prominent part, hav-

ing erected five hundred dwellings, nearly all of

which he has sold, while the others he rents. He
is one of the Trustees of Allentown College for

Women, and has been Secretary and financial

manager for some years. Ever alive to the best

interests of the city, he takes a prominent part in

promoting those enterprises calculated to prove of

public benefit, and in the upbuilding of the com-

munity has aided materially. His work and worth

are widely recognized, and justly entitle him to rep-

resentation in the history of his adopted county.

gJfBJSfHj^-gtiHmHJIg^^^^^-^-giS

T>
AVID McKENNA, the subject of this

sketch, was born near Newton Stuart, Wig-

tonshire, in the south of Scotland, Jan-

uary 10, 1838. Of his father he has but little per-

sonal knowledge beyond what his mother told him,

as he was but three and one-half years old when

his father died. From her, however, he learned

that his father was not only a great reader, and

therefore well informed, but that he also possessed

sound judgment and excellent principles, which he

maintained at all hazards. One incident, as related

by his mother, will illustrate the father's character.

Owning sufficient landed property entitling him

to the right of suffrage under the exclusive laws of

the period, he conceived it to be his duty to vote

against the iniquitous Corn Laws, which brought

so much hardship and distress upon the poorer

classes. He was, however, foreman on the farm of

Garsenestick, and as the Corn Laws greatly bene-

fited the landlords and tenants, his employer en-

deavored to induce him to vote for them. This

he peremptorily refused to do, saying that he

would vote against them even though he should

lose his position thereby.

As a great reader, he was well posted in the history

and general conditions of the United States, which

gave him an intense desire to emigrate, with his

wife and son, to what was to him a veritable "Land

of Promise." In the midst of his preparations to

do so he died. On his death-bed he called his son

and wife to him, giving to his son his watch, and to

his wife his dying directions to carry out his wishes

and take their son to America. Mr. McKenna,

though then so young, has a distinct recollection

of this incident.

The mother was the eldest child in a family of

fourteen children. Her father emigrated to Amer-

ica with the rest of his family before Mr. McKenna
was born, and settled in Ohio. Mrs. McKenna
was a woman of sterling worth of character, like

almost all Scotch people trained under the some-

what strict rules and customs of Scotch Presby-

terianism, which generally resulted in the forma-

tion of characters of such rugged honesty and up-

rightness as those for which that people are noted.

In compliance with the request of her deceased

husband, she started with her son for America in

1844, taking a steamer from the seaport town of

Wigton for Liverpool, where they embarked on a

sailing-vessel for New York, landing there in the

month of June, after a voyage of five weeks and

three days, which at that time was considered a

very quick passage. From New York they pro-

ceeded to Albany by a Hudson River steamboat, and

thence by an Erie Canal packet-boat to Buffalo. A
case of small-pox appearing among the passengers,

they were quarantined some miles out of Buffalo.

After seeing that her luggage was safely landed,

she commanded her son to keep guard while she

proceeded to Buffalo on foot, wtoere she induced

the packet company's agent to return to the spot

where her son was guarding their.possessions, and

bring them to Buffalo according to the terms on

which she booked for passage.

Arriving at Buffalo, they went by steamboat up

Lake Erie to Sandusky City, and thence, on the

first railroad built in the state, to Tiffin, Ohio, and

from there by stage to their destination in Wyan-

dotte County, at the farm of a brother near Carey,

then a small town just laid out in the wilderness

of northern Ohio.

Here Mr. McKenna spent his boyhood, attending

school about three months in the year, and helping

to clear one of the largest farms in that section of

the county. In 1856 he came to Pennsylvania
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and settled in Slatington, then a hamlet of about

twenty-five houses, where he has lived ever since.

Here he began life as an employe of the Lehigh

Slate Company, the first organized slate company
that ever existed here, but was soon, in 1857, ap-

pointed agent for the Lehigh Valley Railroad at

Slatington, which position he retained until 1865,

when he again became identified with the Lehigh

Slate Company, both as a stockholder and as assist-

ant to his father-in-law, the late Robert McDowell,

who was the manager of the company until 1878,

when he died, and Mr. McKenna succeeded him

as the company's Superintendent and Treasurer.

In 1866 he helped organize the McDowell Slate

Company, and was its Superintendent until 1867.

This company has since been changed, and is now
known as the Girard Slate Company. In 1867 he

helped organize the Brooklyn Slate Company,

whose property is now being wbrked by Wiliiam

N. Rae, of Brooklyn, N. Y. From 1870 until 1875

Mr. McKenna was associated with John Morgan in

the mercantile business. In 1872, with several

other gentlemen, he bought the Kern Farm slate

property, in the development of which he is still

interested. Upon this property no less than six

separate companies have up to this time been suc-

cessful in opening very extensive and profitable

quarries, while a seventh company is now being

organized to open still another .quarry. After the

War of the Rebellion Mr. McKenna was for a num-
ber of years interested in the manufacture of school

slate, and in 1884 became one of the lessees of the

Meadowbrook Quarry, on the H. Williams estate

at Williamstown, and continued as such until 1891.

It will be seen, therefore, that he has been promi-

nently connected with the development of the slate

industries of the Slatington region, and he still

continues to give his principal attention to his

slate business and its interests.

In 1865 Mr. McKenna married his present wife,

R. Augusta, the eldest daughter of the late Robert

McDowell. They were blessed with four daugh-

ters: Salhe A., who married the late Frank Prince;

Helen Augusta; Phoebe B. and Stella A. Two
of these have, however, died—Helen Augusta, at

the age of twenty months; and Phoebe B., at the

age of nineteen years. Mr. and Mrs. McKenna's

home is a very happy one, where every guest en-

joys a most heartsome welcome and hospitality,

in this respect still preserving the social amenities

so characteristic of the Scotch race.

In the affairs of the borough of Slatington, es-

pecially in its public schools, Mr. McKenna has

always taken a lively interest, having, served

on the School Board as President, Secretary or

Treasurer for more than twenty years. He has

for many years been a Ruling Elder in the Pres-

byterian Church and Superintendent of its Sun-

day-school since the year 1878. The Presbytery

of Lehigh sent him as a delegate to the General

Assembly at Omaha in the year 1887, and to the

Synod of Pennsylvania at AVheeling, W. Va., in

1890. In politics he has always been a Republican,

and an ardent worker from the beginning of his

active life, when it required a good deal of pluck

and firmness to be known as such. To him at

least as much as to any other is due the growth of

Republican principles, and the handsome majori-

ties which Slatington has always given for the

party. For more than twenty years he has been a

Notary Public, the nominee of his party for both

the State Assembly and Senate, and a delegate to

several state conventions. After the state law

extending the term of Chief Burgess from one to

three yea,rs went into effect, he was almost unani-

mously nominated by his party to be the first Chief

Burgess of Slatington to serve the three-year term;

but owing to the incompatibility of the office with

that of Notary Public, which he held, he declined

the nomination. He is also a member of the Ma-
sonic fraternity, being a Past Master of Slatington

Lodge No. 440, having twice been honored with
an election to the Master's chair, besides being a

member of the chapter and Allen Commandery
No. 20, K. T. As an enthusiastic Scotch-Irishman,

he is also a member of the Scotch-Irish Society

of America, having been elected to membership at

the Third Congress of that society. He attended
its congress in 1892, at Atlanta, Ga.

A biographical sketch of the living may often

seem to savor of adulation, which in the case of

the dead would not so appear. In this sketch,

however, only the principal events and relations

of our subject's busy and useful life have been
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briefly narrated. It is therefore neither adulation

nor fulsome praise to say in conclusion that, owing

to the inherited characteristics of the virile race

from which he sprang, and for which it is famous,

as well as the result of training and circumstance,

Mr. McKenna is one of the prominent and influen-

tial citizens of the Lehigh Valley, whose influence

for any cause which- he espouses is pronounced, and

whose opinions, expressed with deliberation and

emphasis, are sought and respected in his commu-

nity.

eHARLES F. BROWN is President of the

Board of Trade of South Bethlehem, Sec-

retary and Treasurer of the South Bethle-

hem Improvement Company, and is a lumber mer-

chant of South Bethlehem. He is a very liberal

and progressive citizen, who has endeavored in

every possible way to promote the best interests of

the city. A native of Allegany County, N. Y., he

was born near Angelica, March 4, 1849. His pater-

nal grandfather, Rev. James Brown, who was a

graduate of a theological seminary in Rhode Isl-

and, was born in that state, and was a minister

in the Baptist Church. Removing to Washington

County, N. Y., he there spent the remainder of

his life, attaining the age of eighty-five years.

During the Revolutionary War he was a Chaplain.

David Brown, the father of our subject, was born

in 1801, on the banks of Lake George, in Washing-

ton County, N. Y., and in his youth learned to op-

erate a farm, and later devoted himself to milling.

For a number of years he operated a mill on a

branch of the Genesee River, in Allegany Coun-

ty. He served in various official capacities, being

a stanch Whig, and later a Republican, and was

elected by his fellow-citizens to serve for one term

as Sheriff, and for the same length of time was also

a Deputy Sheriff. He was twice married, and of

his first union six children were born, of whom two

are living. He departed this life in 1869, and in

the same year his second wife, who was formerly

Waty Norton, also passed away. Her father, Rich-

ard Norten, was born in Plymouth County, Mass.,

and was a prominent farmer of Hartford Town-
ship, Washington County, where Mrs. Brown's
birth occurred. The latter was the mother of

nine children, eight of whom are living, and of

these our subject is the youngest. His brother

Oring S. is editor of the Pennsylvania Gazette and
Bulletin of Williamsport; and another brother, Ste-

phen S., who was a soldier in the Pennsylvania

regiment during the late war, is engaged in the

lumber business in the same city.

Charles F. Brown was brought up in Allegany

County, learning the miller's trade. When twenty

years of age he became a clerk in the postoffice at

Angelica, where he remained for two years. Next
entering the Government survey service he went

with a corps of men to Nevada and engaged in lay-

ing out townships. In 1873 he returned to the East,

and in Williamsport became inspector of lumber on

the Lumbermen 's Exchange for one year. He con-

tinued to serve as an inspector until 1874, when he

came to South Bethlehem, of which place he has

been a resident. As a member of the firm of

Brown & Howe, he started a lumber-yard on the

present site of the business, and in 1878 bought his

partner's interest, since being alone. The lumber-

yards are located at the comer of Brodhead Avenue

and Graham's Court, and have a frontage of one

hundred feet and a depth of four hundred feet,

with sheds and piling room, 210x400 feet. The

yards have a side-track from the Philadelphia &
Reading Railroad, and four teams are kept con-

stantly busy delivering lumber and supplying the

trade. All kinds of lumber are kept in stock, cy-

press and yellow pine from Louisiana, and other

varieties from different parts of the Union.

Mr. Brown was one of the founders of the Board

of Trade, which was organized in the fall of 1891,

was elected its first President and has been Presi-

dent ever since. He is Secretary and Treasurer

of the South Bethlehem Improvement Association,

and one of the organizers of the South Bethlehem

Building and Loan Association. He has erected

numerous buildings in the place, in the welfare and

development of which he has been an enthusiastic

participant.

In this city Mr. Brown was married in 1876 to

Miss Emma Kleckner, who was born in Carbon
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County, and they have one child, a daughter, Mar-

ion. In 1893 Mr. Brown was a nominee on the

Republican ticket, and elected Burgess under the

Baker ballot system, and though his party was in

a minority of eight hundred, he won by a ma-

jority of seventeen votes. He served to the satis-

faction of his constituents from April, 1893, to

April, 1894, when he refused to again become a

candidate.

^>- BARTRON. Pen Argyl is noted for its

t/"^ large manufactories, mills, quarries and en-

ergetic business men. Among the latter

may be mentioned the name of our subject, S. Bar-

tron. He is a native of Northampton County,

born near Stroudsburg, April 13, 1855, and is of

French descent, his remote ancestors having come
from France to this country in an early day, but

for a number of generations past they have resided

in Pennsylvania. Josiah Bartron,the father of our

subject, was born near Water Gap, Monroe County,

but for some time has made his home in North-

ampton County. He is a general agriculturist,

residing on a farm near Portland, and is well

known and highly respected in the community.

Josiah Bartron married Maria Detrich, and to them
were born four children: Daniel, a farmer living

near Portland; Eva Ann, the wife of Peter H.

Pipher, of Water Gap; Ananias, residing on a farm

near Portland; and S., our subject. The father

is a Democrat in his political views, and a stanch

adherent of the principles of that party. In his

religious views he is a consistent member of the

Baptist Church.

S. Bartron was reared on a farm near Strouds-

burg until he was twelve years of age, when his

parents removed to Northampton County, and lo-

cated near Portland. He received a common-
school education, and in early life learned the

trade of machinist. He was first employed in the

machine-shops of Bethlehem, where he had learned

his trade, and afterward in Scranton and Strouds-

burg. In 1879 he returned to Portland, and in

connection with Greshon Blake started a foun-

dry, which for three years they carried on very

successfully. At the expiration of this time he

dissolved partnership with Mr. Blake, and formed

a new one with Leroy Pearson, continuing in the

same business for another three years. He then

sold out his interest in the business at Portland

and removed to Pen Argyl, where he has carried

on a similar vocation up to the present time. His

foundry is one of the largest in the state, having a

very extensive and excellent trade, and he is

counted among the popular and most prosperous

business men of Pen Argyl. The work consists of

building steam engines, hoisting machinery and all

kinds of steam boilers.

In connection with other interests; our subject

is the President, Superintendent and a Director of

the Pen Argyl Electric Light and Power Company,

and at one time was a stockholder in the Slating-

ton Rolling Mills. Socially he is identified with

Pen Argyl Lodge No. 594, and also with Portland

Lodge No. 311, and holds the office of Past Master

in both lodges.

In 1878 our subject and Miss Malinda Strunk

were joined in the holy bonds of matrimony. She

is a daughter of Benjamin Strunk, a well known
citizen of Portland. Mr. and Mrs. Bartron occupy
a high position in the social circles of Pen Argyl,

and are members of the Baptist Church, in which
they are active workers and liberal givers, always

ready to lend a helping hand to the needy and to

the support of Christianity. He is a Democrat in

politics, and although an ardent supporter of the

candidates of that party, he has never aspired to

public office. He is liberal-spirited, and interested

in all matters of mutual welfare, and ever ready to

assist in the work of improving his home locality.

MM'(Q^>

FRANK C. MILLER is engaged in the hard-

ware business at Easton, and is manager
of the Thomas T. Miller Hardware Com-

pany (limited), of which his father was formerly

proprietor. This concern does a strictly wholesale

business of large proportions, and keeps three sales-

men continually on the road. The offices and
store-rooms are at Nos. 30 and 32' North Fourth
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Street, and occupy a space 60x220 feet in size. The

front of this substantially built structure is of

stone, and the remainder of brick and iron. A
large and well selected stock of light and heavy

hardware is constantly kept on hand, and the

trade of the firm extends to eastern Pennsylva-

nia and New Jersey.

The Miller family is of Irish origin, as our sub-

ject's grandfather was a native of the Emerald Isle.

For a number of years prior to his death he lived

near Finnesville, Monroe County, Pa. In politics

he was connected with the Democratic party. His

wife was before her marriage Catherine La Barr.

She came from a long-lived family, and one of

her brothers, George, attained the remarkable age

of one hundred and fourteen years. Mrs. Miller,

who was born in France, removed to Portland,

this county, with her parents and was there mar-

ried. To herself and husband there were born

twelve children: Menassa, Depew (deceased),

James, Thomas T., Mrs. Katie J. Young, Timothy

(deceased), Matthias (of Kansas), Theodore, Mrs.

Rachel Featherman, Mrs. Sallie Ann Azer, Eleanor

(Mrs. Edinger) and Charles. The mother of this

family died when in her eighty-seventh year.

Thomas T., father of Frank C. Miller, was born

on the old homestead near Finnesville, Monroe

County. In early life he engaged in clerking in

that village, and afterwards drifted into the dry-

goods, and finally into the hardware, business. In

1849 he opened a retail store in Easton, which he

continued until 1874, after which time he con-

ducted a wholesale business. He was President of

the Northampton County National Bank at the

time of his death, a place he had ailed four years,

and was also prominently identified with many of

the industries of Easton. A man of upright prin-

ciple and worthy qualities, he was moreover a

good example of a self-made man, as he acquired

his fortune through the exercise of industry, fru-

gality and strict attention to business. At a crisis

in the history of the bank of which he later became

President, he was instrumental in its salvation,

and also placed the institution upon a substantial

basis. In politics he was a Democrat, and at one

time was a candidate for Associate Judge of North-

ampton County. In the work of the Young

Men's Christian Association he was very much in-

terested, and during his entire life it was his aim

to fulfill his duty in every respect to his fellows.

His death, which was much lamented by friends

and citizens, occurred January 14, 1890, at the age

of sixty-five years.

Thomas T. Miller chose for his life companion

and helpmate Miss Emma Maxwell, to whom he

was married in 1847. To himself and wife, the

latter of whom is still living, were born eight

children, as follows: Annie E., who became the

wife of Andrew Hart, now deceased; Emily, wife

of A. R Dunn, who is engaged in the wholesale

tobacco business in this place; Edwin, deceased;

Frank C, our subject; Thomas T., Jr., deceased;

Rufus W., a leader in the Reformed Church organ-

ization; Florence S., who is at home; and Georgia

E., deceased. The youngest son, Rufus W., is a

graduate of Lafayette College, and completed a

theological course at Franklin and Marshall Col-

lege and in the Reformed Theological College

at New York City, after which he pursued his

studies in Germany. At present he is General

Secretary of the Reformed Church of the United

States, and is located at Reading, Bucks County,

this state. He is also the founder of the Brother-

hood of Andrew and Philip.

Frank C. Miller was born November 30, 1856, at

Easton, and received a good public-school educa-

tion in this city. When sixteen years of age he

determined to learn the jeweler's trade, and after

doing so followed that occupation for seventeen

years at Belvidere,N. J. In 1890, upon his father's

death, he sold out his jewelry establishment. He

and his brother, Rev. Rufus Miller, were the ex-

ecutors of the estate, but ihe brunt of the business

fell upon the elder's shoulders.

The concern which Mr. Miller now manages is

one of the largest of the kind in this part of

the state, and the wares find ready sale. In

addition to his other business interests he has

bought and improved a tract of twelve hundred

acres in Monroe County, which is a delightful

summer resort called Naomi Pines. It stands on

the summit of Pocono Mountain, about two thou-

sand feet above the sea level, and near the hotel,

which is well equipped for the convenience of
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guests, is a magnificent grove consisting of one

hundred acres of many varieties of pine and

hemlock trees. This resort has a water frontage

on a beautiful mountain stream, which affords

boating and fishing for several miles, and in addi-

tion to this there is a fine, cold, pure spring, which

supplies the house with an abundant supply of

water. The estate is located on the "Wilkes Barre

& Eastern Railroad, and the postoffice near by is

named Naomi Pines.

(~y HARLES H. NEISSER is superintendent of

\^ J the Bethlehem South G-as and Water Com-
pany, and discharges his duties with faith-

fulness and ability. He is well thought of in this

city, where he numbers a large circle of friends

and acquaintances, as he is active in business and

fraternal circles and is identified with the general

welfare of the place.

The paternal grandfather of our subject, William

George Neisser, was born in Philadelphia, Pa., in

November, 1796, and was a son of George H.

Neisser, a native of Germautown, born in 1771.

The family history can be still further traced, as

it is known that the father of the last-named,

Augustine Neisser, was born in Moravia in 1717,

and located in 1737 in Germantown, where he fol-

lowed his trade of cutler. He died in that city in

1780. His wife was Catherine Eeissinger, and by
her he had three sons. One of these, George H.,

previously mentioned, became a resident of Bethle-

hem, where his death occurred September 17,

1803. His son, William G., was here engaged in

general business until his death, June 10, 1859.

His wife, Frances, was a daughter of William and

Barbara Boehler. These ancestors of our subject

were all Moravians in religious belief.

B. F. Neisser, our subject's father, was born in

Bethlehem, and learned the cabinet-maker's trade.

In middle age he became a Justice of the Peace of

the First Ward in Bethlehem', serving for many
years. For some time prior to his death he was

an invalid, having been stricken with paralysis He
departed this life in 1888, aged sixty-four years.

His wife, Sarah Ann Smith, was a native of Bucks

County, having been born in Haycock Town-

ship, in 1822. She was a daughter of I. George

and A. M. Smith, who were both born in Bucks

County. The former died at the age of sixty-five,

and the latter, whose maiden name was Anna Maria

Steinbach, died at the age of seventy-eight years.

Mrs. Neisser was called from this life May 30, 1889.

Her eldest son, William G., was accidentally killed

on the railroad in 1877, at the age of twenty-five

years. The youngest son, Edward A., is in the

employ of the Lehigh Valley Railroad in the capac-

city of clerk.

The birth of Charles H. Neisser occurred June

28, 1853, in this city, and his education was ob-

tained in the Moravian Parochial Schools, where he

completed the course. Afterward he clerked in

various stores until 1870, when he became a clerk

in the employ of the Lehigh Valley Railroad in

the office of H. Stanley Goodwin. In 1874 he

became bookkeeper for E. P. Wilbur, and in 1879

was appointed Collector for the Gas and Water
Company. Later he was made Secretary, and on
the death of B. E. Lehman, in February, 1892. was

made Acting Superintendent, and later Superin-

tendent, in connection with his work as Secretary.

Finding the business too large, however, he resigned

the latter office, his time being amply taken up
with the duties of Superintendent.

The Bethlehem South Gas and Water Company
was incorporated in 1864. In 1867 the company
erected a coal-gas plant, and began the manufacture
of gas the same year. This plant was in operation

until 1888, when , owing to the great increase in con-

sumption, a new and more modern one was erected,

with apparatus for the manufacture of gas by the

Lowe process. The works are located at the corner

of Linden Street and the North Pennsylvania Rail-

road, and have a capacity of two hundred and fifty

thousand cubic feet per day. In 1875 the company
commenced to supply the people of South Bethle-

hem with water by a system of pumping direct into

the mains. In 1885 (ten years later) two reservoirs

of one and a-half million gallons' capacity each
were built in order to meet the increased demands
of their patrons, and a pumping station was
erected along the tracks of the Lehigh Valley
Railroad, opposite Calypso Island, with a pumping
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engine purchased from the Dickson Manufactur-
ing Company, of Scranton, Pa., having a capacity

of two million gallons per day. In 1893 an addi-

tional reservoir was constructed, having a storage

capacity of twelve million gallons, and a new
pumping engine was purchased from the Holly
Manufacturing Company, of Lockport, N. Y.,

which is capable of pumping five million gallons

per day. In 1886 the water mains were extended to

West Bethlehem, and at the present time the re-

servoirs are supplying the boroughs of South and
"West Bethlehem and West Fountain Hill.

In Bethlehem, in 1879, Mr. Neisser married Miss

Amanda, daughter of George and Fredericka Trin-

kle, both of whom were born in Germany. Mrs.

Neisser is a native of Bethlehem, and is the mother

of a daughter, Mary L. The home of the family is

situated in West Bethlehem, in the incorporation

of which Mr. Neisser took an active part. In

1889 he was elected to a seat in the Borough

Council, holding that office until the spring of

1892. During that time he served on a number

of important committees, for two years being

Chairman of the Street Committee and also Chair-

man of the Finance Committee. Religiously he is

identified with the Moravian Church, and is a mem-

ber of the Board of Directors of the Moravian Paro-

chial Schools. By his vote he supports the nom-

inees and principles of the Democratic party, and,

being interested in secret societies, belongs to the

Royal Arcanum and the Heptasophs. He is also

a member of Bethlehem Lodge No. 283, F. & A. M.;

is Past High Priest of Zinzendorf Chapter No. 216,

R. A. M.; is Past Commander of Allen Command-

ery No. 20, K. T.; and a member of Lu Lu Temple

of the Mystic Shrine at Philadelphia.

=«=s-̂H^l=

HOWARD R. KNECHT comes of one of the

best old families of Lower Saucon Town-

ship, Northampton County, and for many

years has occupied a high position in social, polit-

ical and business circles of the community. He is

a member of the firm of John Knecht & Son, who

carry on one of the most important industries of

this region, and of which his father, now deceased,

was the founder. Our subject possesses in a marked
degree the traits of character which made his fa-

ther so highly esteemed and so successful in life.

The Knecht family in the last century resided in

the Palatinate, Germany. His ancestor, John Jacob

Knecht, with fifty-nine of his neighbors and rela-

tives, started on a sailing-vessel, "The Allen,"

James Cragie Master, from Rotterdam, in Septem-

ber, 1734. A son of John Jacob, Jonas George,

was born May 5, 1740,and died February 21, 1823.

His wife, Anna Maria, was born September 29,

1752, and died February 12, 1813. Their son,

John, our subject's grandfather, was born July 1,

1778, and married Sarah Ruth Stahler, whose birth

occurred September 10, 1782. The former died

September 17, 1814, while his wife lived until Oc-

tober 5, 1827.

John Knecht, the next in line of descent, was

born in Williams Township, August 5, 1814, being

the second son in his parents' family. His mother

died when he was very young, and his father's

death occurred when he was a lad of twelve years.

His uncle, Aaron Knecht, of Williams Township,

took charge of him and brought him up on his

farm, training him in thrifty and industrious ways,

to which he owed the foundation of his large

fortune in after years. He received his education

in a private school held in the Spring House, two

and a-half miles below Easton, near Black Horse

Tavern, on the Delaware. Afterward he appren-

ticed himself to learn the carpenter's trade with

John Seipel, who later removed to Ohio, where he

died. Mr. Knecht followed his trade until twenty-

two years of age, when he went to North Carolina

and engaged in railroad contract work between

Raleigh and Gaston. In 1839 he returned to the

North and married Eliza E., daughter of Benjamin

and Elizabeth Riegel, the wedding taking place in

the old house at Shimersville, in which he resided

ever afterward, and in which his death occurred.

The marriage ceremony was performed by Rev. Mr.

Becker, and February 2, 1889, the couple celebrat-

ed their golden anniversary. Shortly after his

marriage Mr. Knecht took possession of the old

gristmill at Shimersville, which was built by Na-

thaniel Irish in 1735, and which was subsequently
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operated by men well known in this region, among
them being Samuel Leidig, who ran it in 1832, and

Benjamin Rigel, who came into possession of it in

1836. Mr. Knecht continued the operation of the

mill for several year3, in the mean time consider-

ably improving it, and then turned it over to his

son Howard, who now runs it.

In 1859 John Knecht, in company with Augus-

tus Wolle, Charles W. Ranch and Charles B. Dan-

iel, all long since deceased, conceived and carried

out the idea of establishing an iron furnace on the

flats along the Lehigh River, now part of the bor-

ough of Bethlehem. From this grew the late Beth-

lehem Iron Company, which has a world-wide fame,

and in which Mr. Knecht was a Director up to the

time of his death. In 1872 he organized the North-

ampton Iron Company, of which he was President,

and during the early days of the Lehigh Valley

Railroad Mr. Knecht took great interest in its

construction, and rendered valuable assistance in

building the portion of road from Saucon Creek,

near his home, to South Bethlehem. He was a warm
friend of Judge Asa Packer, and from 1862 to 1865

he was a Director in the Lehigh Valley Railroad

Company. He was also a Director in the First Na-
tional Bank of Easton, and held many offices of

trust, being executor, administrator and guardian

for many of his friends. He was a member of the

Reformed Church and carried into his daily life

its worthy teachings. Many a poor man owes to

him substantial assistance, advice and help. He
was a stanch Democrat, and though at one time so-

licited to run for Congress from this district, em-
phatically declined, preferring to live a quiet life.

Mr. and Mrs. John Knecht were the parents of

seven children, four of whom survive: Arabella,

wife of Dr. J. J. Detwieler, of Easton; Emily, Mrs.

Dr. E. J. Freeman, of Freemansburg; Annie, who
resides at home; and Howard R. Those who have
passed away were: Sallie, wife of Dr. R. H. Shep-

pard, of Phillipsburg, N*. J.; John, who died at the

age of nineteen; and Benjamin, whose death oc-

curred in infancy. The death of John Knecht oc-

curred February 22, 1891, and his remains were
lovingly placed to rest in Lower Saucon Cemetery.

Howard R. Knecht was born in Shimersville, Sep-

tember 4, 1856, and received a public-school edu-

cation. He further pursued his studies in Naza-

reth Hall, from which he was graduated in 1886.

He then commenced working for his father, help-

ing to manage his business, and on attaining his

majority became a partner with his father in the

milling business, and on the death of the latter

succeeded him. Pie is earnest and energetic in the

management of his affairs, and is one of the most

enterprising business men of this locality. In ad-

dition to his milling interests he is a Director in

the .Easton National Bank, the First National Bank

of Maueh Chunk, and is identified with the Beth-

lehem Iron Company, the Pennsylvania Railroad

Company and the Lehigh Valley Railroad Com-
pany. He is possessed of a very genial disposition

and courteous manners, which readily win friends.

September 21, 1882, Mr. Knecht married Lau-

renti, daughter of Dr. B. C. Walter, of Farmers-

ville, this county. Two children have come to

bless the union of this worthy couple: Florence

Anna, born September 29, 1883, and John Walter,

born February 8, 1885. In politics Mr. Knecht is

a Democrat and takes a leading part in educational

and civic affairs. He is a member of the Reformed
Church of Freemansburg, and is a Trustee of the

Allentown College for Women.

TILGHMAN F. SCHNECK. A good stand-

ing among the agriculturists of Lehigh
County is held by the gentleman above

named, who owns a comfortable estate in North
Whitehall Township. The land bears a full line of

improvements, including a pleasant dwelling, ade-
quate barns and outbuildings, and a sufficient num-
ber of fruit trees to furnish the family with an
abundant supply in their season. A few words re-

garding the parents of our subject will not bea-
miss before beginning the history of his own life.

They were natives of this county, and the Schneck
family were early settlers in this vicinity. The fa-

ther, James Schneck, departed this life about 1877.
By his union with Miss Lydia Long he reared a fam-
ily of children, of whom the three surviving are:

Tilghman F.; Eliza, the wife of W. F. Kern- and
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Ella, Mrs. Eli Best. James Schneck was a devoted

member of the Lutheran Church at Unionville, and
was well known throughout this section for his

honorable and upright life. His wife still survives,

and makes her home in Neffsville at an advanced

age.

He whose name heads this sketch was born in

Lowhill Township, this county, January 29, 1839.

He was a lad of six years when he accompanied his

parents on their removal to North Whitehall Town-
ship, and was there reared to manhood and thor-

oughly trained to farm pursuits. Like other farmer

lads, he was educated in the district school, which

was held in the primitive log schoolhouse, with

puncheon floor, slab benches, etc.

The lady to whom our subject was married was

Miss Elmira, daughter of Samuel Koch, now de-

ceased. To them have been born four children

:

George; Samuel; Clara, the wife of Louis Smith; and

Maggie. Mr. Schneck is the proprietor of sevent3'

acres of land, which by much hard work on his part

he has placed under excellent tillage. He is a be-

liever in and a supporter of the principles of the

Democratic party. His name is enrolled among

the members of the Lutheran Church of Unionville,

in which he has held the office of Deacon. His in-

terest in school affairs has resulted in his serving as

a member of the board for many years.

e=
-s^

B5&.
r.

i^r

r~y EORGE W. MACKEY, the able City At-

V^T torney and eloquent advocate of the Bar

at Bangor, Pa., is widely known as a man

of excellent judicial ability and good judgment.

Our subject is a native of Pennsylvania, and was

born in Clifford Township, Susquehanna County,

October 15, 1836. He is a son of David and Ma-

randa (Griggs) Mackey, the former of whom was

a native of New York, and the latter of Connecti-

cut. Grandfather Griggs, who was of Scotch par-

entage, and a physician by profession, died in New

York State. The early members of the Mackey

family were of the old Puritan stock. Grandfather

Mackey was a farmer by occupation, and lived the

43

greater part of his life on a farm in Susquehanna
County, Pa. He married Miss Betsy Sammis, by
whom he had five children, all deceased. One of

his daughters married William J. Bolton, who went
to California by the overland route, riding a mule

all the way. Becoming sick, he was left by his

companions, who, some time after leaving- him,

were captured by the Indians. He recovered, and

was the only one of the company who succeeded

in reaching California. Grandfather Mackey was

a Whig in politics, and held several local offices

in his township. He was a member of the Baptist

Church, and is buried in Clifford Township.

David Mackey, the father of our subject, was

born in the state of New York, and was a farmer

by occupation. He departed this life at the age of

fifty-nine years, and was buried in New Milford

Township, Susquehanna County, Pa. By his union

with Miss Maranda Griggs, a daughter of Nathan

Griggs, he had fourteen children, nine of whom
are now living: George W., our subject;;>nd Na-

than C, Charles D., Lizzie E., Lillie M., Lina, Jen-

nie A., Ada M. and Anna M. The father was an

Abolitionist before the organization of the Repub-

lican party, of which he afterward became an ar-

dent supporter, taking an active part in its councils.

He was a member of the Baptist Church, and

served as a Deacon almost from his boyhood until

his death. The cause of temperance found in him

a warm advocate, and one who was never weary

of work in its behalf. He took a deep interest

in educational and church affairs, and in every-

thing pertaining to the advancement of the com-

munity.

George W. Mackey was educated in Susque-

hanna County, and at Harford University. After

graduating he taught school for a time, and then

entered the law office of Hon. S. B. Chase, of Great

Bend, Pa., where he remained three years. He

was admitted to the Bar of Susquehanna County

in 1876, and a little later to the Bar of Northamp-

ton, Lehigh, Monroe and Luzerne Counties. He

began the practice of his profession at Bangor in

1876, and has been continuously in practice ever

since. Besides the practice of law, our subject has

been, and is, interested in the slate business, being

connected with the Bangor Union Slate Company,
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of which he was one of the organizers. He also

served as its Secretary and Director for some time,

and was President for a few years. He helped to

organize the Bangor & Portland Railway Company,

which was formed May 8, 1879, and has been a

Director in the company, and its Secretary and

General Solicitor continuously since. He is also a

stockholder and a Director of the First National

Bank of Pen Argyl,and acts as its solicitor. Mr.

Mackey served as attorney for the Pennsylvania,

Poughkeepsie & Boston Railroad in Lehigh and

Northampton Counties during its construction,

and when the road went into the hands of a

receiver, was appointed attorney for the receiver

in the same counties. He has been solicitor for

the borough of Bangor since 1876, and for the

last three years solicitor for East Bangor. He
helped organize the Slate Belt Electric Street Rail-

road, and is one of the Directors and solicitors of

the same.

Mr. Mackey was united in marriage, May 25,

1864, with Miss Isadore C. McCollum, a daughter

of Daniel McCollum, of East Bridgewater, Susque-

hanna County, Pa. Mr. and Mrs. Mackey became

the parents of two children: Gracie, deceased, and

Harry A. The latter, after graduating in the Ban-

gor and Scranton High Schools, entered the Key-
stone Academy, where lie graduated and took the

gold medal. In 1886-he entered Lafayette College,

and graduated in 1890 with the degree of A. B.

He then entered the law department of the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania, taking a three-years

course, and graduating in June, 1893. He is now
taking a post-graduate course in law in the State

University. His home is in Philadelphia, where he

is a practicing attorney.

Our subject, who is an ardent supporter of the

Republican party, has been solicited to become a

candidate for Congress in the Eighth Congres-
sional District on the Republican ticket. He is

well and favorably known' throughout the district

and would make a careful and honest representa-

tive. A member of the Baptist Church, he takes

an active part in all its good work, and is Super-
intendent of the Sunday-school. He is deeply
interested in every movement for the advance-
ment and intellectual betterment of the town, and

takes an especial interest in the advancement of

all temperance work, being an enemy to every

kind of intoxicating drink.

+= *
TILGHMAN FATZINGER. Hanover Town-

ship, this county, is favorably located in the

midst of a wonderfully fertile tract, that

yields a rich return for the attention given it by

industrious farmers. A drive through the town-

ship will show that all its inhabitants are well-to-

do, if not wealthy. Our subject is one of the for-

tunate possessors of one hundred and twenty-five

acres of land, which are conspicuous for the im-

provements that are found upon them.

Mr. Fatzinger is a native of this county, having

been born November 12, 1836, to Adams and Mary

Fatzinger. His grandfather, Henry Fatzinger, was

well known as an old settler of Lehigh County, and

the family of which he was a representative orig-

inally came from Germany. Adam Fatzinger was

a life-long resident of Hanover Township and died

at an advanced age in 1880. Of his family of chil-

dren who survive our subject was the second in or-

der of birth, and those living beside himself are

Henry and Owen J.

Tilghman Fatzinger of this sketch was reared to

manhood in his native county, and engaged in farm

pursuits with his father until reaching his nine-

teenth year, when, having learned the trade of a

carpenter, he was engaged in that business for

twenty-five years. The remaining years of his life,

however, have been spent as an agriculturist. He
received his education in the public schools near

his home, and when ready to take a life companion
chose Miss Mary, daughter of John Clader. Their

union has been blessed by the birth of the follow-

ing children: Alice, Mrs. Preston Snyder; and

William A., Charles H., Frank J. Tilghman G.,

Owen T., Robert and Minnie. The father of Mrs.

Fatzinger was an old and prominent resident of

this county, of which he was a native.

He of whom we write owns one hundred and
twenty-five acres of land, which is all under a high
state of cultivation. AH educational matters that
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tend toward advancement in methods have al-

ways received his hearty endorsement. He is an

influential member of the Lutheran Church, and

an earnest advocate of all good work.

JACOB E. LONG, President of the First Na-

tional Bank of Bangor, was born at Mt.

Bethel, Northampton County, Pa., July 5,

1845, and is a son of William A. and Eva

(Miller) Long. His maternal ancestors were of

German origin, while through his father he traces

his lineage to Scotland. The family has been rep-

resented in this country probably about two hun-

dred years. His paternal grandfather, Abraham

Long, was a native of this county, and a farmer by

occupation. His entire life was spent here, and at

his death he was buried at Stone Church. In pol-

itics he was a Democrat, and in religion a member

of the German Reformed Church. During the

War of 1812 he served as Captain. Of his six

children only one is now living.

The father of our subject (a farmer by occupa-

tion), was born in Northampton County in 1805,

and died here in 1860. He was a public-spirited

man, who took a deep interest in everything per-

taining to the moral, religious and commercial

welfare of his locality. He held membership in

the Reformed Church, and in politics advocated

Democratic doctrines until 1856. His inclinations

never led him to aspire to official positions. He

was an industrious, hard-working man, and one of

"weight in the community. His wife, who was a

daughter of Christian Miller, of this county, bore

him six children, three sons and three daughters,

namely: Hiram, Jeremiah, Jacob, Etna, Lucinda

and Emma.
The subject of this sketch was educated in the

public schools and the academy at Mt. Bethel.

After completing his studies he taught school for a

time, and then embarked in the mercantile busi-

ness. In July, 1862, he enlisted in Company F,

One Hundred and Twenty-ninth Pennsylvania

Infantry, and was mustered in at Harrisburg. His

first engagement was in the second battle of Bull

Run, and he was with his regiment at Antietam,

Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville. He was dis-

charged about the 1st of June, 1863.

Upon returning to his home, Mr. Long resumed

work as a clerk at Mt. Bethel. About 1870 he

came to Bangor, where he engaged in merchandis-

ing about eighteen years. At the expiration of

that time he became interested in the First Nation-

al Bank of Bangor, with which he has since been

connected as President. He is also connected with

the Bangor Union Slate Company, of which he is

one of the Directors and a stockholder. In addi-

tion to this, he is a Director and stockholder in

the American Bangor Slate Company, and the

Bangor & Portland Railroad Company.

Politically Mr. Long is independent, with a

strong inclination toward the Republican party.

In civic and public affairs he has taken a deep in-

terest. He has studied carefully the labor diffi-

culties of the state, and is a man of intelligence

and worth. In religion he is a member of the

Presbyterian Church, and has held its offices of

trust. Both in church work and educational affairs

he takes an active interest. He is a member of

Albert Jones Post No. 383, G. A. R, of Bangor.

In 1874 Mr. Long married Miss Nettie, daughter

of Joseph M. Roseberry, of Belvidere, N. J. They

are the parents of three children, namely: J. M.

Roseberry, who was born August 19, 1875; Will-

iam H, February 11, 1880; and Frank in April,

1883. The eldest son is a Junior in Princeton

(N. J.) College; the second son is a student in the

high school preparatory to entering college; and

the youngest son is also in school.

. »» ,j»J i i i >»

•T ORENZO PEARSON, an influential and

I O representative citizen and general agri-—
culturist of Upper Mt. Bethel Township,

Northampton County, was born March 24, 1843.

His parents, Philip and Susan (Datesman) Pearson,

were also natives of Pennsylvania. The Pearson

family were old settlers of Northampton County,

three brothers having emigrated to the United

States from Germany in an early day and settled

in this county, one of whom was the great-grand-
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father of our subject. In this county the grand-

father was born and here followed the occupation

of a farmer.

Philip Pearson, the father of Lorenzo, was also

a prominent agriculturist, and was well known
throughout the county. He was a Democrat in

his political views, and served in a number of the

local offices of his township. A member of the

Reformed Church, he was a willing worker and a

liberal giver to the cause of Christianity. He en-

tered into rest several years ago, mourned by a

loving family and a host of warm and true friends.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man's

estate on the farm where he was born and still re-

sides. He was educated in the public schools of

his township, attending school in winter and as-

sisting his father on the farm in the busy seasons,

tilling the soil and helping in all of the various

duties of farm life. In the winter of 1863 he

taught one term of school, his term closing on the

day he was twenty-one years of age. He then de-

cided to try some other vocation, and after look-

ing about for something more congenial, chose

the "free and independent life of a farmer, and for

over thirty years has been one of the most success-

ful and prosperous agriculturists of the county.

In 1876 our subject was united in marriage with

Miss Mary E., daughter of Henry Kautz, late of

Monroe County. This union has been blessed by

the birth of three children, Elizabeth, Philip H.

and Laura M. Mr. Pearson is the owner of one of

the finest farms in Upper Mt. Bethel Township.

It is highly cultivated, with all the necessary

and latest improved farming implements and ma-
chinery, a handsome residence, and large and sub-

stantial barn and outbuildings. His stock is of

the best, and is always well cared for and pro-

tected. He also owns eighty acres of as fine tim-

ber and brush land as can be found in the county,

some of which he has cleared and improved. He
has been a hard worker all his life, and by his

honesty and perseverance has been very success-

ful, and is regarded as an authority on all matters

pertaining to agriculture and stock-raising.

Mr. Pearson is a stanch Democrat in politics and
takes an active part and stands high in the coun-
cils of his party. He has served as School Direc-

tor of his^township for three years. He is liberal-

spirited and in favor of the present^public-school

system, and anything else to improve the county

and elevate society. Socially he is a member of

the Senior Order United American Mechanics at

Centreville, the Independent Order of Odd Fel-

lows at Belvidere, N. J.,""and the Improved Order

of Red Men at Mt. Bethel.

Practically a self-made man, Mr. Pearson enjoys

the confidence of a wide circle of old-time friends

and neighbors. His entire course in life has been

in every respect honorable, upright and conscien-

tious, and he is justly entitled to the respect of

his associates and the esteem in which he is held.

WR. KLEIN, Cashier of the Second Na-

tional Bank of Allentown, Pa., was

born in the state of Ohio, February 25,

1854, and is a son of Michael Klein and Maria

Ross. His father is a native of Philadelphia, but

his mother was born in Lehigh County. Upon
their marriage, in 1847, they emigrated to Ohio,

which was then the far West. On account of the

mother's health, however, they returned to Lehigh

County in 1860, and settled at Laury's Station,

where the father engaged in the milling business.

Our subject attended the country school near

Laury's six terms, or about thirty months in all, and

at the age of thirteen was put in the flourmill, and

learned the trade with two older and two younger

brothers.

Besides working in the mill, Mr. Klein kept

books and sold the products of the mill through

the coal regions. The mills at Laury's at that

time were conducted by J. R. Schall & Co., and

under the instruction of J. B. Mauser, Superin-

tendent, Mr. Klein made still further progress in

bookkeeping. He worked in^the mill nine years,

and then sold western grain for about nine years.

In 1883 our subject was Chairman of^the Demo-
cratic County Convention. In 1884 he was ap-

pointed by Governor Pattison to fill an unexpired

term as Clerk of the Orphans' Court. The same year

he was elected to the full term of three years, and
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during that time was appointed and served about
six years as Quartermaster of the Fourth Regi-
ment Pennsylvania National Guards.

January 1, 1889, Mr. Klein was eleeted Note
Clerk by the Directors of the Second National
Bank, and April 1, 1891, he was elected Cashier
to succeed Mr. Stahler, who retired on account of
old age.

Our subject was married in November, 1887, to

Mrs. Charlotte Ophelia Austin, of Boston, Mass.,

a widow, with two children.

WILLIAM BRAY, a prominent business

man of East Bangor, and Superintend-

ent of the East Bangor Consolidated

Manufacturing Company, is a native of Pennsyl-

vania, and was born in Chapman ville August 1,

1858. His parents, Joseph and Louisa (Preston)

Bray, were natives of England, his father a Corn-

ishman, and his mother a native of Devonshire.

The grandfather, William Bray, for whom our

subject was named, was a farmer by occupation,

and died in his native land.

Joseph Bray emigrated with his family to this

country in 1855 and located first in Chapmanville,

where he engaged in the slate business, in which

occupation he continued all his life. He remained

in Chapmanville for a short time, and then went

to Pen Argyl and found employment in the quar-

ries of that place. In 1857 or 1858 he came to

East Bangor, engaging in the same business, and

in 1864 located here permanently. At this time,

in connection with Henry Short, he purchased the

old Delp farm and opened up a quarry, which is

now known as the East Bangor Consolidated and

is owned at present by a stock company, with a

paid-up capital of $257,500. The quarry was op-

erated by Messrs. Bray and Short until 1882, when

the present stock company was formed. Mr. Bray

was a stockholder and Director of the Bangor &

Portland . Railroad, and was influential in getting

the right of way and pushing the project to its

completion. He was the originator of the slate-

mill business; a process for the manufacture of

steps, platforms, billiard beds, hearths, etc. This
was a new departure in the slate business, and from
this initial movement the great mill slate industry
of this section was developed. The largest plant
for this kind of work in this country is found
in connection with the Consolidated Quarry. In
politics Mr. Bray was a Republican, and held many
offices of trust, being public spirited and taking a
deep interest in all projects for the welfare of his

home locality. A member of the Methodist Church,
he helped organize the first church of that denom-
ination in East Bangor, and was its first Sunday-
school Superintendent, remaining in that capacity
for over twenty years.

Four children were born to Joseph and Louisa
Bray, all living: William, our subject; Hannah M.;
Joshua, who married Frances Reichard,and is now
living in East Bangor, being a member of the firm

of Bray Bros., general merchants; and Milford,

who married Mabel Mack. William Bray, the
subject of this sketch, was educated in the public

schools of his vicinity, and early learned the trade

of slate-making, going into the quarry and learn-

ing all the details, both as to getting out the raw
material and also its manufacture. When the

company was first organized he was made Assistant

Superintendent, but previous to that time had
charge of the books of the company. He con-

tinued in the capacity of Assistant Superintend-

ent for five of six years, and then became General

Superintendent, in which office he has continued

until the present time. His duties are to look

after the interests of the quarry and mills, and also

the sale of the manufactured products.

In addition to other interests Mr. Bray is Presi-

dent of the Merchants' National Bank at Bangor;

is interested in the Slate Belt Electric Railroad

Company, of which he is Vice-President; is a

member of the East Bangor Land Improvement

Company; is Director of the Bangor & Portland

Railroad Comply, and senior partner in the firm

of Bray Bros. He is also Treasurer of the Electric

Light Company of Bangor.

July 5, 1879, Mr. Bray was joined in the holy

bonds of matrimony with Miss Mary E., a daugh-

ter of Isaac and Catharine Ackerman, of Bangor.

They have three children, William P., Randolph
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Foster and Anna Mary, all bright and interesting

children. Mr. and Mrs. Bray are consistent mem-
bers of the Methodist Church, and are always

found at their post of duty. The former, who is

Secretary of the Board of Trustees and also Super-

intendent of the Sunday-school, is actively inter-

ested in all church and educational work.

In politics our subject is a stanch Republican

,

and is interested in local and national govern-

ment. He is not in any sense of the word a poli-

tician, but, doing his duty at the polls and assist-

ing in matters of local enterprise, is accounted a

substantial citizen and a public-spirited man. He
has served as School Director and member of the

Council, and takes an active interest in public af-

fairs. Socially he is identified with the Knights

of the Golden Eagle. He is widely known slsh

business man of ability and sterling integrity, who
commands the esteem of his fellow-citizens and

wins the confidence of all who know him.

Gz t£k& z£)
mn ^

B LUTHER SHIMER, B. S., who is one of

the most prominent residents of West
Bethlehem, is extensively engaged in deal-

ing in real estate, being part owner of Mt. Airy

Park Farm, near the city, formerly known as

the Gilt Edge Dairy Farm. Here he breeds thor-

ough-bred Ayrshire and Guernsey cattle, White
Plymouth Rock chickens, New Mammoth White
turkeys, White African guineas and Mammoth
White Pekin ducks.

Our subject is a native of this state, having been

born in Redington, January 7, 1868. He is the

son of Abraham S. Shimer, who was also born in

the above place, and the grandson of Augustus B.

Shimer, a native of Shimerville, this state, but who
later in life lived in Redington, f^here he was en-

gaged in farm pursuits. The father of our subject,

who is also an agriculturist, is the owner of four

valuable estates, and is an extensive fruit-grower

and breeder of thoroughbred cattle.

The maiden name of our subject's mother was
Clara Boyer. She was born in Broadway, N. J.,

and became the mother of seven children, of whom
B. Luther is the eldest. He spent the first twelve

years of his life in Redington, where he attended

the common schools, and then, going to Bethlehem,

entered the academy at that place. He afterward

continued his studies in Wyoming Seminary, and

in 1884 entered the agricultural college at Am-
herst, where he was conspicuous in athletics, be-

ing foot-ball captain, and holding- other promi-

nent positions. He also won distinction in other .

ways during his course, being a prize-winner in

the Sophomore oratorical contest, and one of the

chosen speakers at the commencement exercises

when he graduated, receiving the degree of Bach-

elor of Science.

October 14, 1891, the subject of this sketch was

married in Springfield, Mass., to Miss Lena M.
Guertin, who was born and educated in Amherst,

that state, first attending the public schools and

finishing at Oak Grove Seminary. To them has

been granted a daughter, Hazel G.

In politics our subject is a stanch Republican,

and his religious views coincide with the doctrine

of the Lutheran Church, with which he has been

connected for many years. He is a member of the

Ayrshire Breeders' Association of America, a mem-
ber of the Allentown Pigeon and Pet Stock Asso-

ciation, is Secretary of the Bethlehem Township
French Coach Horse Association, and is also a mem-
ber of Bethlehem Grange No. 504, P. of H.

In 1890 Mr. Shimer became part, owner of Mt.
Airy Park Farm, bordering West Bethlehem, and
there engaged inbreeding thoroughbred cattle and
poultry. Among his Ayrshire herd are "Lord Ban-
gor" (4130); "Favorite of Bethlehem" (11,698);

"Queen of Bethlehem" (11,699); "Belle of Bethle-

hem" (10,401); and others of the same line of

breeding. Among his white poultry are several

which took World's Fair prizes at Chicago. Fine
exhibits of his stock and poultry have been made
at the various county and state fairs throughout
the Eastern and Middle States, many winning first

prizes.

Mr. Shimer's farm is high and nicely located,

with the finest scenery in the Bethlehems and Le-
high Valley, within easy access of the electric cars,

and only twelve minutes' walk from Main Street



and the depots. With all these advantages it could
not help but make an ideal residence site, so dur-
ing the last few years Mr. Shimer has laid it out in
large building lots, and has been opening and
grading new streets through it. He sells the lots

with the understanding that each party must build
back twenty-five feet from the building line, thus
insuring a front yard and view along the street.

Quite a number of lots are sold, and a number of
fine residences can be seen in every direction over
the farm. He has donated one block to the pub-
lic for a park, to be known as Mt. Airy Park, and
from this the farm takes its name.
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JOHN G. P. KESSLER, one of the enterpris-

ing citizens of Northampton County, and
who for many years has been identified

with the interests of Plainfield Township, is

a native of the county where he still makes his

home. He was born June 18, 1825, to the union

of Philip and Catherine (Kindt) Kessler, also na-

tives of this county. His great-grandfather, John

George Peter Kessler, emigrated from Germany,

the land of his birth, and made settlement in

Northampton County during the last century, be-

coming one of the early residents of Plainfield

Township, where he made his home near the post-

office of Kessler's. The grandfather of our sub-

ject, George Peter Kessler, was a child of three

years when he was brought by his father to Amer-

ica, and with the family settled in Plainfield Town-

ship.

The father of our subject, Philip A. Kessler,

spent his entire life in Northampton County, where

he followed the occupation of a farmer. Of his

family there now survive eight sons and daugh-

ters, namely: John G. P.; Andrew; Amandeus;

Sidney; Thomas; Richard; Catherine, wife of

Thomas Steele; and Julia A., who married Jacob

Buss. In politics the father advocated the princi-

ples of the Democratic party, and cast his ballot

in support of its nominees. His death occurred in

1872.

The subject of this sketch was reared to manhood

in Northampton County, and in youth received a

good education in both English and German. He
early became familiar with the work incident to a

farmer's life, and on arriving at manhood chose ag-
riculture for his vocation. At the present time he
is the owner of two hundred and forty-eight acres,

upon which good improvements have been placed.

By his marriage with Eva Stecker, of Forks Town-
ship, four children were born, of whom three are

living, namely: Philip A., Theron M. and George L.

In his political belief Mr. Kessler is a Democrat.
For three years he served as Commissioner of

Northampton County, and his labors in that ca-

pacity were most commendable. In religion he is a

member of the Lutheran Church in Forks Town-
ship, and has officiated as an Elder in the congre-

gation for four years. During his residence in this

county, covering the period of his entire life, he
has witnessed many changes and marvelous im-

provements.
,
By his upright conduct he has drawn

around him a circle of appreciative and firm friends, •

by whom he is held in the highest regard.

=g§s«

J
OHN H. DAVIS, a prominent real-estate

dealer and an efficient Justice of the Peace

at Bangor, was born at Chapman Quarries,

Northampton County, this state, October 18,

1861, and is a son of Henry and Sarah Ann (Smith)

Davis. Mr. Davis is of Welsh ancestry, his father

having emigrated from Wales in 1850. The grand-

father was a native of North Wales, and during

his lifetime followed the occupation of a slater.

He was the father of nine children, five of whom
still reside in Wales.

The maternal grandparents of our subject, Si-

mon and Caroline Smith, were natives of Mercer

County, this state, but during the last forty or fifty

years of their lives they resided in Northampton

County. Simon Smith was a farmer by occupation,

and in politics a Democrat. His father was an offi-

cer in the War of 1812; his grandfather served

in the Revolution, and shared the hardships of

winter with General Washington at Valley Forge.

The family is of German ancestry, the first of

that branch coming to America from Wurtemberg
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early in the sixteenth century. Mrs. Caroline

Smith was a member of the Lutheran Church, and

on her death was buried in Niskey Hill Ceme-

tery at Bethlehem, where also lie the remains of

her husband.

Henry Davis, the father of our subject, was born

August 20, 1833, in the village of Cwm-y-Grlo,

Carnarvonshire, North Wales. He had very poor

educational advantages and is mainly self-made.

A slater by trade, he has followed that occupation

all his life, having been one of the pioneers of the

slate industry of the country. He is still living

and makes his home in Bangor. On coming to

this country Mr. Davis located in Philadelphia.

He was there on a visit to his uncle, and became so

delighted with the country he decided to remain.

For a number of years he traveled extensively

through the United States, and was engaged in

various occupations until the year 1854, when he

permanently located at Chapman Quarries, where

he remained until 1889. Since then he has been a

resident of Bangor. He has always taken a very

active part in politics, giving his support to the

Republican party. He has been twice married, and

became the father of nineteen children, twelve of

whom are living, namely: Sarah E., John H., Will-

iam R., Caroline, Thomas, Walter D., Selma J.,

Newton H., James G., Robert L., Nellie C. and

Gomer E.

The subject of this sketch was educated in the

public schools of Chapman Quarries, and has sup-

plemented his elementary training by a course of

varied reading, and by continued study and close

research in special subjects. Meanwhile he passed

the examination for an engineer, and served in

that capacity in Philadelphia for two years. In

1879 he came to Bangor and engaged in the slate

business. In 1892 he crossed the Atlantic and

traveled in the principal cities of Europe. Always
active in public affairs, Mr. Davis, in 1891, was

elected Justice of the Peace of Bangor, and has

continued in that office to the present time. He is

extensively engaged in the real-estate business,

and also, in connection with Adolphus Smith, deals

in monuments, headstones, tablets, etc., and has an

excellent trade in that line.

Our subject is a stockholder in the First National

Bank of Bangor; the Delaware Hard Vein Slate

Company, of Columbia, N. J.; and likewise in the

Great Bangor Slate Company. In politics he is a

Republican, and takes an active part in the wel-

fare of that party. May 22, 1881, he was married

to Miss Sallie R., a daughter of Philip and Caroline

Deats. Two bright and interesting children have

blessed this union, Lottie and Stanley. Mr. and

Mrs. Davis are highly respected in the community.

E^S-

IJ.
WEIDA, M. D., a rising young physician

and surgeon, was born in Shamrock, Berks

County, Pa., October 17, 1866. His father,

John, and grandfather, Daniel, were also born in

Berks County, and the latter is still living at Sham-

rock, being now more than ninety years of age.

The former, who is engaged in agricultural pur-

suits near that village, was for a time interested in

the iron business and in the manufacture of cigars.

In religious belief he is identified with the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church. His wife, Sarah J., was a

daughter of Jonathan Butz, a cigar manufacturer,

who resided in Berks County until his death.

In the parental family there were three children,

of whom two attained years of maturity, I. J. and
Jerome, the latter being a graduate of the Burling-

ton (Vt.1 Medical University, also of the Pennsyl-

vania University, and now a practicing physician

of Luzerne County. Our subject was reared upon
a farm until about twelve years of age. For a

time he attended the public schools of Philadel-

phia, after which he was a student in Wyoming
Seminary. While in the latter institution he be-

gan the study of medicine under his brother. In
1887 he entered the medical department of the

University of Pennsylvania, from which he was
graduated in 1890 with the degree of Doctor of

Medicine.

Upon beginning the practice of his profession,

Dr. Weida opened an office at Peale, Clearfield

County, Pa., where he remained until 1893. Re-
turning in the fall of that year to Philadelphia, he
took a post-graduate course in the Polyclinic, de-
voting especial attention to treatment of diseases
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of the eye, ear, nose and throat. In March, 1894,

he opened an office at No. 135 Second Avenue
West Bethlehem, where he carries on a regular

practice, making a specialty of throat, eye, nose

and ear diseases.

At Shamrock, Pa., in 1886, the Doctor married

Miss Jennie Long, a native of that place, and the

daughter of Marcus Long, who engaged in farming

in Berks County. One child, Jennie, blesses the

union. Socially the Doctor is identified with the In-

dependent Order of Odd Fellows, of which he is an

officer. He also belongs to the Knights of Pythias

and is a Mason, being connected with the lodge at

Trexlertown, the chapter at Clearfield, and the

Knights Templar at Philipsburg. Politically he is

a Republican. While he was at Peale he was physic

ian to the Clearfield Bituminous Coal Corpora-

tion, and to the Beach Creek Railroad Company,

and was also consulting physician to the Philips-

burgh Cottage Hospital.

->—»*»-H -pj-

MARTIN J. RIEGEL, one of the enterprising

and progressive business men of Easton,

occupies spacious quarters at Nos. 17, 19

and 21 South Fourth Street, where he has an exten-

sive wareroom for the sale of pianos and organs, of

which he carries a large stock of several of the

leading standard makes. In addition to this he

owns a book and stationery store at No. 421 North-

ampton Street, which is now chiefly under the

management of his son, Henry M. Riegel.

The Riegel family is one of the oldest in North-

ampton County, and our subject's paternal great-

grandfather, who bore the Christian name of Benja-

min, was a resident of Lower Saucon. He was in

the War of 1812, in the Commissary Department,

and was killed near Hellertown,on his return home

from the war, when only half a mile from his home.

The founder of the family in America originally

settled in Bucks County. The name has been fa-

miliar in and connected with the history of North-

ampton County for upwards of one hundred and

fifty years.

In tracing the line of descent, we find that the

grandfather, Mathias Riegel, was born in Lower

Saucon Township, and passed all his active years

on his farm, and in the affairs of his neighborhood

he was very active. He was a Whig in politics, and

always took a leading part in the management of

township affairs. He was a member of the Re-

formed Church in the United States, in the faith

of which he died, when sixty-nine years of age.

His wife's maiden name was Mary Kram, and
by her marriage she became the mother of eleven

children, namely: John, Benjamin, Jacob, George,

Daniel, Joseph, Samuel, Elizabeth (Mrs. Isaac

Boyer), Catharine (Mrs. George Weber), Mary,

(Mrs. Joseph Roth) and Rebecca (Mrs. Israel

Rothrock).

Joseph, the father of M. J. Riegel, was born in

Lower Saucon Township, Northampton County,

where he resided all his life, except for a few years

when he lived in Easton, and later for a time in

Freemansburg, after which he returned to Heller-

town, in Lower Saucon Township, where he passed

the remaining days of his life. He was a man of

good education, and intelligent, and was for many
years a successful teacher. For twenty-five years

he held the position of Justice of the Peace in

Lower Saucon Township, and was Postmaster for

a like period of tjme at Hellertown. During this

time he was also engaged in the store business. A
man who was identified with the best interests of

the community, he held various township offices,

and was a leader in the Whig, and later in the

Republican party. In his earlier years he was a

candidate on the Whig ticket for County Sheriff,

but, his party being in the minority, he was de-

feated. After a long and useful life he was called

to his final rest in 1885, when he was in his eight-

ieth year. His wife, Mary Newcomer before mar-

riage, died in 1878, when in her sixty-eighth year.

They were members of the Reformed Church in

the United States, and were the parents of five

children, namely: Catharine, Mrs. Smith; Henry

M., deceased; Martin J., our subject; Samuel P.,

deceased; and Charles J.

The birth of M. J. Riegel occurred December 1 1

,

1835, at Hellertown, Northampton County. He

attended the public schools of Lower Saucon, and

completed his education at Bethlehem. He left

school when fifteen years old to learn the trade of
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coach-maker at Bethlehem. This not being to his

taste, he abandoned the trade and engaged in the

mercantile business as a clerk for William Maxwell,

in Easton. From 1856 to 1864 he was employed

in that gentleman's book store, after which he

launched out into business on his own account.

He opened a book and stationery store on North-

ampton Street, on a small scale, and there contin-

ued for twelve years. In the winter of 1875 he

purchased the property at No. 332 Northampton
Street, enlarged it to a depth of one hundred and

fifty feet, and moved his book .and stationery store

there in the spring of 1876. He continued thus

for thirteen years, when he moved to his present

location. He still owns the property at No. 332

Northampton Street, which is now occupied by
Weaver & Solliday as a drug store. In 1884 Mr.

Eiegel started a new venture, in company with E-

H. Luch. This was the manufacture of organs, his

partner having been a pioneer in this business.

The firm was known as Eiegel & Luch, and until

1889 they conducted a rapidly increasing business.

Employment was given to twelve men and the fac-

tory was situated on Pine Street. In 1889 Mr.
Eiegel withdrew from the firm, the partnership be-

ing dissolved b}' mutual consent, and since that

time he has abandoned manufacturing, giving his

principal attention to the sale and handling of well

known makes of pianos and organs. He is a Di-

rector of the Easton Boot and Shoe Company, and
takes an active interest in its welfare. He is Presi-

dent of the Easton Heights Cemetery Company,
President of the Easton Improvement Association,

President of the Northampton Improvement Asso-

ciation, and for sixteen years has been President

of the Sunday-school Teachers' Association of the

Third Street Eeformed Church, of which he is an
Elder. He has bten a valiant and active worker in

church affairs. For twenty-three years he was a

member of the Consistory, and for a number of

years was Secretary of this body. He is also a

member of the Board of Trustees of the Theologi-

cal Seminary of the Eeformed Church, located at

Lancaster, Pa.

Mr. Eiegel in various ways has been influential

in the upbuilding and progress of the city. An
active Eepublican, he formerly served as a mem-

ber of the old Borough Council, and was one of the

first City Councilmen, being Chairman of the High-

way Department, one of the most important of the

committees. In 1862 he volunteered his services

to the late Governor Curtin, and was placed in the

Fifth Eegular Pennsylvania Militia, an emer-

gency corps, stationed at Chambersburg. In Ma-
sonic affairs he is prominent, having been for twen-

ty-one years Treasurer of Dallas Lodge No. 396,

and has been re-elected for another year (1895).

He is a member of Easton Eoyal Arch Chapter,

No. 173, F. & A. M.; of Hugh de Payen's Com-
mandery No. 19, of Easton; a member of Star

Council No. 155, E. A.; and a member of Lehigh-

ton Lodge No. 244, 1. O. O. F.

November 11, 1861, Mr. Eiegel married Anna
L., daughter of the late Owen W. Hess, of Easton.

Their only son, Henry M. Eiegel, was educated in

Lafayette College, from which he was graduated in

1884. He now has charge of his father's book
and stationery business, and has proved himself to

be a young man of prominence.

T7> EWIN H. SEMMEL, who is Postmaster at

IjC) Cementon, is a native of Lehigh County,
Pa., and was born on the 19th of June,

1862, being a member of a family that has long
been represented in the Keystone State. His par-
ents, Owen and Mary (Deibert) Semmel, were born
in this county, and are now residents of North
Whitehall Township. He remained at home until
thirteen years of age, when he commenced to work
as a farm laborer, and continued thus employed for
five years. Subsequently he followed the trades of
painter and cooper, and for several years was en-
gaged as an employe in a barber shop. In 1889 he
embarked for himself as a barber, and has since
conducted an extensive business in that line.

January 12, 1890, occurred the marriage of Mr.
Semmel to Miss Annie Litzenberger, who was born
in Lehigh County, and is a daughter of Tilghman
J. Litzenberger, of Whitehall Township. One
child has blessed the union of Mr. and Mrs. Semmel,
a daughter named Eosa H. Mrs. Semmel is a lady
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of great worth of character, a devoted wife and

affectionate mother, whose interests center in the

welfare and happiness of her family.

For two years Mr. Semmel filled the position of

Deputy Postmaster at Cementon, thus gaining the

familiarity with the details of the business which

now enables him to discharge its duties with credit

to himself and to the satisfaction of the citizens.

Shortly after the inauguration of President Cleve-

land, he was appointed Postmaster, in May, 1893,

and assumed the duties of the office on the 1st of

July following. His political affiliations have al-

ways been with the Democratic party, and whether

success or defeat comes he stands, with equal loyal-

ty by the platform of his chosen party. Socially

he is identified with the Patriotic Order Sons of

America at Whitehall, and the Royal Arcanum

at Bethlehem. He also holds membership in the

Whitehall Beneficial Society. He is a man of sin-

cere Christian belief and is connected with the

Lutheran Church. The success which he has at-

tained is well deserved, and as a business man he

enjoys the confidence of the community.

» >t i>iij ^ r i i i
i ' i ' \

PROF. WILLIAM ULRICH, Ph. D., the

founder and Principal of the Preparatory

School for Lehigh University, has been

a successful educator for many years, and has made

a success of his institution. This was established in

1878, in South Bethlehem, where it was carried on

for several years, when it was found best to re-

move it to Bethlehem, as this location was more

central. The school is situated in one of the most

healthy and most attractive portions of the city,

the large and handsome building being surrounded

by fine shade trees and extensive grounds.

William Ulrich, father of our subject, was born

near Berlin, and followed school teaching as a pro-

fession. His death occurred in 1893, at the age of

seventy-six years. His wife, Caroline Ide, was

born near Berlin, being a daughter of John Ide.

The latter was a soldier in the Napoleonic wars of

1814-15, and was Captain of a squadron compris-

ing two hundred and fifty men. He was present

at the battle of Waterloo, after which he retired

from the service. Mrs. Ulrich is still living in

Germany, aged about seventy-two years, and her

daughter Ida also continues to live in the Father-

land.

Prof. William Ulrich received a superior educa-

tion in his native land, attending the Joachimsthal

Gymnasium, and in the spring of 1866 entered the

University of Berlin. In June of that year his

studies were interrupted, as he volunteered for

service in the German army, entering the Emperor

Alexander Guards, Grenadier Regiment No. 1,

where he rose from a private to be a Lieutenant.

He served for one year in the Austro-Prussian War,

taking part in the engagements of Nachod, the

battle of Sadowa, and many other engagements.

At the' last-named battle a ball broke his glasses

and injured one of his eyes. On returning to

the university he continued his studies until 1870,

and was in the midst of his examinations when he

was called by the Government back to his old reg-

iment (then making ready for the Franco-Prussian

War), and was made Second Lieutenant. His bat-

talion was in the battle of Gravelotte, and was re-

duced in numbers from one thousand to sixty-two

men. Professor Ulrich was wounded, a bullet

passing through his right thigh. Being sent to the

hospital, it was nine weeks before he was able to

re-join his regiment near Paris, where he remained

until the close of the war. The day after the bat-

tle of Gravelotte he was commissioned First Lieu-

tenant of the regiment, and during the siege of

Paris was Adjutant of the brigade. He did not

escape from injury during that noted siege but re-

ceived various flesh wounds, though he continued

at his post, during the latter part acting as Cap-

tain of his company. Hostilities having ceased, he

once more returned to the university, passed his

examination and graduated in the fall of 1871, re-

ceiving the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. On

taking out his citizen's papers after his arrival in

America, the Professor demanded his discharge

from the German army, which was accordingly

forwarded to him.

In 1872 our subject set forth from Hamburg on

the steamer "Harmonia," and remained in New

York City for a short time after his arrival. He
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had come to see the country, not intending to lo-

cate at first, but soon after arriving in Bethlehem

he began to give private lessons, and finally re-

mained to start the preparatory school, which was

opened in 1878. He superintends the classes him-

self, and in 1893 over six hundred pupils had been

prepared for admission to Lehigh and other uni-

versities, the young men coming from all parts of

the country. The school ha* an able corps of in-

structors, and the course of study is very compre-

hensive.

In Bethlehem, in 1874, Professor Ulrich mar-

ried Miss Amanda, a daughter of David Michael.

Mrs. Ulrich was born in Bethlehem and here grew

to womanhood. By this marriage have been born

three children, William, Ida and Mary. The fam-

ily are members of the Episcopal Church, of which

Professor Ulrich is a Vestryman. Fraternally he

belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

and is a Mason, being identified with the Free

and Accepted Masons, the Royal Arch Masons and

Knights Templar.

S-5"$,«J"S,<M"i"i,=

TH. EVANS. The gentleman whose name

stands at the head of this sketch is chief

clerk of the Nesquehoning Colliery No. 1,

operated by the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Com-

pany. He assumed the duties of his present posi-

tion in 1886, and since that time has discharged

the responsibilities devolving upon him as chief

clerk in a manner entirely satisfactory to all par-

ties concerned.

The original of this sketch is a native of Wales,

and was born January 10, 1864, to William H. and

Mary (Hopkins) Evans, also natives of that coun-

try. Mr. Evans was an infant of ttrree months at

the time of his parents' emigration to the United

States. The latter located in Schuylkill County,

this state, whence they later went to Summit Hill,

Carbon County. There our subject was reared to

man's estate, receiving Jris primary education in

the public schools of that place. Later he attended

the state normal at Millersville, and after being

graduated from that well known institution young

Evans turned his attention to coal-mining, which

business has since occupied the greater part of his

time and attention. He possesses a thorough knowl-

edge of the business and is regarded as one of the

most progressive and promising young business

men of the community. His worth and ability

were recognized by the Lehigh Coal and Naviga-

tion Company, who engaged his services in 1886,

and found in him a valued and reliable clerk.

Mr. Evans married Miss Jane, daughter of John

Williams, of Schuylkill County, this state, and

their union has been blessed by the birth of one son,

Marvin Q. Mr. Evans is a member of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church, to the support of which he

contributes liberally, and is one of the faithful

and active workers. He is a friend to all moral

and educational interests, and the community finds

in him a valued and respected citizen. In polit-

ical sentiment he is a Republican, and is greatly in-

terested in the success of the party of his choice.

He served as Tax Collector of Mauch Chunk Town-

ship for one year, and is at present filling his sec-

ond term as Auditor of the^same township with

characteristic ability. He and his wife are people

of social importance, and occupy a pleasant and

hospitable home.

Mr. Evans holds membership with the Masonic

order in Mauch Chunk, and is a Knight of Pythias

of Nesquehoning. He thoroughly identifies him-

self with whatever will promote the highest inter-

ests of this, his adopted county, his liberality help-

ing forward many schemes of improvement, and

he is thus numbered among its most loyal citizens-

= 1$**5,*$**S* *$**$**$**5*^:

MICHAEL J. MEIXELL. To his skill in

handicraft, his thorough knowledge of

materials, and their mode of usage best

adapted to various kinds of buildings, Mr. Meixell

adds the personal qualities which win the respect

and friendship of those with whom he associates.

He is at the present time occupying a comfortable

residence at No. 133 South Fifth Street, Allen-

town.

Our subject was born in Strasburg, Monroe
County, this state, August 26, 1842, and is the son

of Michael J. and Mary M. (Phillips) Meixell, the
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former of whom was born in Easton, Northampton
County, this state, and removed to Monroe County
in 1822. The Meixell family came from Scotland

and were among the early settlers of Belvi-

dere, N. J.

Michael, of this sketch, spent his boyhood in his

native place, where he was given the advantages

of a common-school education. When attaining

his seventeenth year he started out in the world

for himself, his first employment being as an ap-

prentice at the cabinet-maker's trade. After be-

ing thus engaged for two and one-half years,

young Meixell, in August, 1862, went to Wiscon-

sin, where he remained for two years, in the mean

time learning the trade of a carriage-maker. His

next removal was to Ohio, where he stayed only a

short time, and then went to Shenandoah City, Pa.,

making that place his home until May 25, 1866.

That year Mr. Meixell took up his abode in Slat-

ington, Lehigh County, this state, where he was

employed in following his trade until April 3,

1871, the date of his advent into Allentown.

Since locating here he has been engaged in con-

tracting and building, which line of work he has

found to be very profitable. He has erected some

of the finest business blocks and residences in the

city, among which are the W. R. Lawfer Block, the

residence of Adam Woolever, the Rube Building

and that occupied by Samuel S. Kellar. Mr. Meix-

ell is a stockholder in the Allentown Lock Works.

In political relations our subject is a stanch

Democrat, and socially is a charter member of

. Slatington Lodge No. 624, 1. O. 0. F. He is also

connected with Lehigh Lodge No. 83, of the same

order, at Allentown, and is a member of Encamp-

ment No. 16, at Catasauqua. He has always taken

a prominent part in local affairs, and in 1874 was

elected on the Democratic ticket as Councilman of

the Second Ward.

November 17, 1864, our subject and Miss Rachel,

daughter of Charles Saylor, were united in mar-

riage. Their union has been blessed by the birth

of one child, a son, Edwin D., who was graduated

from the Allentown High School in 1887. Hav-

ing completed the course of study, he graduated

from Muhlenberg College in the year 1891 with

first honors. He is also a graduate of Franklin and

Marshall Theological Seminary, and is now a min

ister at Pittsburg. Mr. and Mrs. Meixell ar

members in good standing of St. John's Reforme

Church, and are classed among the best resident

of the city.

BENJAMIN F. KNAUSS is a prominen

representative of the agricultural interest

of Lehigh County, and is at present resid

ing on one hundred and fifty acres of land locatei

in South Whitehall Township. He was born in thi

county December 13, 1828, and is the son of Ben

jamin and Maria (Helfrich) Knauss, who wer

likewise born in Lehigh County.

The paternal grandfather of our subject, whi

bore the name of George, was also a native of thi

state, where he occupied a good place among it

substantial residents. The- father of our subjec

died when the latter was an infant of seven months

and he was therefore reared to mature years by hi

mother, who departed this life January 3, 1894.

Benjamin F., of this sketch, spent his days in th

usual manner of lads of his time, and was reared o:

a farm, aiding in the labors of the field during th

summer months, and attending the district schoc

in the winter season. He has always followed fart

pursuits, and has placed his estate under a high de

gree of cultivation. All the improvements hav

been placed there through his labors and stand a

monuments to his handiwork.

Benjamin F. Knauss and Miss Sarah Steininge

were united in marriage October 21, 1855. Mr:

Knauss, who was also born in this county, Decern

ber 3, 1835, is the daughter of Leonard and Cath

erine (Kuntz) Steininger, farmers of this locality

where the former died in 1874. Her parents reare

a family of six children, of whom those living are

Anna, who is the wife of Charles Mohr; Marj

Sarah, Mrs. Knauss; Eliza, Mrs. William Koch; an

Lucretia, the wife of Tilghman Gramms.

To Mr. and Mrs. Knauss has been born a fan

ity of four children: Elemanda, now Mrs. Edwar

Lichtenwalner; Tilghman G., Sarah Isabella an



968 PORTEAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

Frank P. The Republican party finds in him a

most stalwart supporter. With his wife he is a

member of St. Paul's Lutheran Church at Allen-

town. An honorable and well spent life has won
for him high regard and gained for him many
warm friends throughout the community. He has

witnessed the growth of Allentown from a small

town to its present large proportions, and is there-

fore justly numbered among the old settlers of this

county.

JOHN W. ECKERT. The manufacturing in-

terests of Lehigh County are ably represented

by the American Cement Company, of which

our subject is Superintendent and Acting

President. The headquarters of the factory are at

Egypt, and the firm was incorporated with John

M. Wilcox, of Philadelphia, as President; R. W.
Leslie, of that city, Secretary and Treasurer; and

John W. Eckert, Superintendent and Acting Presi-

dent. They own and operate four plants, known
as the Egypt Portland Cement Works, the Penn-

sylvania Portland, the Columbia Portland and

the Jordan (N. Y.) Portland Cement Works. The
latter plant is located on the Erie Canal at Jordan,

twelve miles from Syracuse, and the other three

factories are operating in Egypt. The average ca-

pacity of the works in this place is about fifty

thousand barrels of cement per month, and the

plant in New York averages about five thousand

barrels per month. The four factories combined

employ about six hundred men in their different de-

partments, and they are all fitted out with the best

methods of machinery.

Our subject was born in Allentown, this state,

March 13, 1859, and is the son of Charles and Em-
ma Eckert, the former of whom is deceased, and

the latter making her home at present in the above

city. He was given a fine education in the public

schools, where he was prepared to enter Lehigh

University. While a student in that college he

took a full course in analytical chemistry, and also

made a special study of engineering. He was

graduated from that institution in 1878, and, hav-

ing made a study of the analysis of cement, wrote

an essay giving an analysis of the raw material as

found in Lehigh County for the manufacture of

cement, and comparing it with foreign cement.

Shortly after leaving college our subject became

associated as chemist with David O. Saylor, the

pioneer Portland cement manufacturer of America.

He remained in that capacity for about two years,

and afterward accepted the superintendency of the

works, remaining in the employ of Mr. Saylor un-

til 1885. That year he became interested with

the present company, of which R. W. Leslie and

he were virtually the originators.

Charles Eckert, the father of our subject, was a

miller by trade, in which branch of business he was

engaged in Allentown, and at the same time was

the proprietor of a large mercantile establishment

in that city. At one time he was associated with

Tinsley Jeter, of Bethlehem, in operating the ore

beds of Whitehall Township. Our subject was a

stanch Republican in politics, and has been very

successful in life from a financial standpoint. In-

dustry and enterprise are numbered among his

chief characteristics, and he can certainly look back

upon a busy life and feel that his labors have not

been in vain.

-5-+ -i-i-

r UCIUS H. McHOSE is recognized as one of

fO the wide-awake and enterprising business

men of Catasauqua, where he is engaged
in the manufacture of fire-clay brick in company
with David Hunt. They enjoy an excellent trade,

and their business has been successful and has

steadily increased from the beginning.

Hon. Samuel McHose, the father of our subject,

was the first Mayor of Allentown, and was born in

Lower Saucon, this county, February 16, 1816.

He was a prominent business man of the city, and
the builder of nearly all the blast furnaces in the

Lehigh Valley. He departed this life in April,

1893, after an illness of two weeks. He was the
son of Isaac McHose, and at his decease was in the

seventy-eighth year of his age.

When a lad of five years the parents of Samuel
McHose moved to Rittersville, where his father

carried on his trade of a mason and brick-layer.
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When Samuel arrived at the proper age he became

an apprentice under his father in the same busi-

ness, which he followed until attaining his twen-

tieth year. He paid particular attention to the

erection of blast furnaces, and among the most

prominent of those which he built were the

Thomas Iron Company's, at Hokendauqua; the

Crane Iron Company's, at Catasauqua; the Coplay

Iron Company's, the Lehigh Iron Company's, the

Allentown lion Works,' and the Allentown Roll-

ing Mills'. He was a projector of the Roberts

Furnace, and at one time an extensive stockholder.

Mr. McHose also built several blast furnaces in

New Jersey, and was the contractor who erected

the Durham Iron Works near Richmond, Va.

In 1854 Samuel McHose, in company with the

late O. A. Ritter, established the Allentown Fire

Brick Works on Front and Gordon Streets, and

were associated in business for a quarter of a cen-

tury, under the firm name of McHose & Ritter. In

1861 the former built and became one of the pro-

prietors of the Hope Rolling Mill, which about

fifteen years later was the source of heavy finan-

cial loss to him. For the ten years prior to his

decease the father of our subject was engaged

in the manufacture of fire-clay brick, which busi-

ness is now carried on by our subject, and the firm

hold leases on extensive deposits of Clay in New

Jersey.

The political life of Samuel McHose is as inter-

esting as his business career, and volumes could be

written from his experiences in politics. In early

life he was a Democrat, but during the '50s, while

in Richmond, Va., he saw a slave sold from an auc-

tioneer's block, which caused him to change hispo-

litical sentiments. After that time he was just as

ardent a Republican as he had previously been a

hard Democrat. In 1856 he became a resident of

Allentown, and was at once active in politics,

serving the North Ward of the borough in the

council for several years.

In 1867, when Allentown was made a city, both

political parties began to look around for availa-

ble candidates for the first Mayor. Mr. McHose

was nominated and elected over his opponent, the

late Robert E. Wright, by a majority of ninety-

two. In 1883 he was elected a member of the Se-

lect Council from the Democratic Fifth Ward, and

at the organization of that body he was made its

President, a position he filled with honor.

During Allison's administration the father of

our subject was a member of the Board of Health

and a delegate to the National Convention that

nominated Lincoln for President in 1861, and

Grant in 1868. During the last ten or twelve

years of his life he was regularly elected a delegate

to all the Republican county and city conventions,

and was in truth a "war horse" in that party.

While residing in Rittersville Samuel McHose

was married to a daughter of the late Solomon

Flores. She died seven years ago, leaving five

children: Edwin, Monroe, Hiram, Lucius, and Mrs.

A. T. Blank, of this city. Our subject was the

youngest of the family, and carried on his primary

studies at first in the common schools and later in

the Allentown Collegiate Cadet School and in the

Kutztown Normal. After leaving the latter insti-

tution he went to Providence, R. I., where he at-

tended a preparatory school, after which he en-

gaged in business with his father in the brick

works in Allentown.

In the spring of 1877 our subject went West to

Colorado, and remained in that state for seven

years, prospecting. He met with fair success, and

during his western trip visited the states of New

Mexico and North Dakota. In 1884 he returned

to Allentown, where he resided for twelve months,

and then went to New Jersey and began working

in the clay banks near Amboy. In November of

the following year we find him in Catasauqua as

foreman of the fire brick works, which he has su-

perintended ever since.

In 1892 Mr. McHose, in company with David

Hunt, leased the above plant, and in the manufac-

ture of brick they are meeting with success.

While residing in New Jersey our subject was mar-

ried iD Phillipsburg, in 1886, to Miss Sarah S.

Weikle, who was born and reared in Allentown.

Their union has been blessed by the birth of three

children, Howard, Malcolm and Josephine.

The subject of this sketch is a demitted member

of the Masonic fraternity, with which he was con-

nected while in Colorado. In politics he follows the

footsteps of his honored father and is a true-blue
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Republican. He is a Director of the Phoenix Fire

Insurance Company in this city, and enjoys the es-

teem and confidence of the leading business men of

the place. Mrs. McHose is a devoted member of

the Reformed Church. For a further history of her

family the reader is referred to the sketch of A. T.

Blank, found elsewhere in this volume.

^a&4m*i&&

HON. JEREMIAH ROTH, who is now liv-

ing in Allentown, is a prominent farmer of

Lehigh County, and a breeder of regis-

tered Holstein and Jersey cattle. The Allentown

Stock Farm, which he owns and carries on, is widely

known. A native of Pennsylvania, Mr. Roth was

born in Lower Saucon Township, Northampton
County, on the 20th of May, 1833, and is a son of

Jesse Roth, who was one of the prosperous agri-

culturists of that community. He was also a lead-

ing and influential citizen, and held various re-

sponsible positions. In his political views he was

a Democrat, and his religious belief was that of the

Reformed Church. All who knew him esteemed him
highly for his sterling worth and strict integrity,

and his friends were many. His father, Jacob Roth,

was also a native of Northampton County, Pa., and
was of German descent. The mother of our sub-

ject, Mrs. Catherine Roth, was a daughter of Joseph

Gauff. She died in Northampton County in 1892,

and Mr. Roth, who was born in 1807, passed away
in 1876.

The subject of this sketch is the eldest in a fam-

ily of four children, three sons and a daughter. He
was educated in the district schools and in the high

school of Bethlehem. He then turned his attention

to teaching, which profession he followed for three

years. About this time he was first connected with

public office, being chosen Justice of the Peace in

1864.

In the mean time Mr. Roth was married. On the

24th of August, 1858, he wedded Miss Angehne
Mink, of Lehigh County, daughter of Nathan
Mink. Their union was blessed with three chil-

dren: Ida S., who was born in 1864, and died in

1885; Oliver J., born May 18, 1873; and Clinton S.,

born May 6, 1876.

In 1866 Mr. Roth came to Allentown, where he

has since lived though he is still engaged in farm-

ing and stock-dealing, being, as stated above, the

owner of the noted Allentown Stock Farm, which

comprises two hundred acres of valuable land, un-

der a high state of cultivation. It is supplied with

fine buildings, well adapted to stock-raising, and

in the pastures and barns are many horses and cat-

tle. He is now making a specialty of the breeding

of registered Jersey and Holstein cattle and draft

horses, and has one of the finest herds of Jerseys

in the state. He made a trip to Europe for the

purpose of purchasing fine stock, returning with

some excellent blooded cattle. One of his Jerse3r

bulls, "Black Prince of Linden," which is perhaps

the finest animal of his kind in the United States, he

purchased at Madison Square Garden, New York,

from the estate of S. M.Shumaker, who had bought

him for $15,000. His large barn, which is 50x207
feet, will accommodate one hundred and twenty-

five head of cattle and many horses.

Outside of his business interests, Mr. Roth has

taken a prominent part in public affairs, being

especially active in county, state and national pol-

itics. In 1874 he was elected a member of the City

Council of Allentown, and in 1887 and 1888 rep-

resented his district in the State Legislature, hav-

ing been elected on the Democratic ticket. He
served on several important committees, including

the Committees on Agriculture, Public Institutions

Coal and Iron. He was a worthy member of the

House, and did all in his power for the interest of

the community in which he lives. He was re-elected

in 1890, and served in the sessions of 1891-92.

In 1884 he was elected President of the Lehigh
County Agricultural Society, and at each election

since that time has been chosen his own successor.

Worth and ability have won him prominence along
these various lines, and have gained for him the

confidence and high regard of all with whom he
has been brought in contact. In connection with
his other interests, Mr. Roth is now a stockholder
and Director in the Second National Bank of Al-
lentown. He also owns a fine residence, situated

in the midst of a beautiful lawn, and his home is

an ornament to the city. Through the legitimate

channels of business he has won success, becoming
one of the solid and substantial men of the com-
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munity. He is conservative, in that he is never
hasty, though he has a progressive spirit, tempered,

however, by good judgment and careful consider-

ation.

In March, 1894, Mr. Roth introduced electricity

to operate his farm machinery on his stock farm.

The power used on the place is taken from the cir-

cuit of the Allentown & Lehigh Traction Company.
He has erected poles and wires for a distance of

thirty-three hundred feet, installed a fifteen-horse-

power motor, and is running all his farm machin-

ery around the barn by electricity. The motor is

placed in a building back of the barn, and is belted

to a shaft, which is supplied with pulleys for trans-

mitting the power to various kinds of machinery.

Threshing, cutting feed, grinding grain, shelling

corn, pumping water and sawing wood are all done

in this way. He also has electric lights in his large

barn, which is 50x208 feet in dimensions. The

current is sold by meter, at eight cents per one

thousand, Watt hours. After having tried electric

power, Mr. Roth would by no means go back to

steam or horse power. He says that it is cheaper

than either, and has the advantage over steam in

that there is less danger from Are. He recommends

it to other farmers as being the best system in ex-

istence.

• ^)&P .

JAMES SMITH, of Easton, is one of the pro-

gressive and capable citizens whom Ireland

has contributed to the United States, and

who, through energy and persevering effort,

have materially aided in the upbuilding of this

country and the development of its material re-

sources. Since 1850 he has made his home in

Easton, and during the period of almost a half-

century that has since elapsed, he has gained finan-

cial prosperity, and at the same time has become

known as one of the honorable, genial and public-

spirited men of the city.

Born in County Meath, Ireland, in 1829, the

subject of this notice is the son of Patrick and Ann

(Carpenter) Smith, the former of whom was a

farmer by occupation. He received in his native

land such educational advantages as the common

44

schools afforded, but the wide range of informa-

tion he has acquired is the result mainly of his un-

aided exertions and self-culture. He was a young
man of about twenty years when, in company with

his mother, he took passage on a ship for America,

and landing in New York soon came to Easton.

In boyhood he had learned the trade of a stone-

mason, which he has made his life work. For a

number of years he has devoted especial attention

to contract work, which he has carried on very ex-

tensively, both in this and other states. He built

bridges over the Susquehanna, Delaware, Raritan,

Connecticut and other rivers, and constructed a

variety of important works in stone at different

localities in the Eastern and Middle States.

As a citizen, Mr. Smith is interested in all meas-

ures pertaining to the welfare of Easton. He is

a Democrat and is aetive in public affairs. He has

been a member of the South Easton Town Coun-

cil, a delegate to numerous conventions, was a

Presidential Elector in 1888, and a member of the

State Legislature in 1890. In religion he is a

Catholic, and holds membership in the church at

Easton. He is a Director in the Northampton

National Bank, and Manager of the Northampton

Fire Insurance Company. In the autumn of 1858

Mr. Smith married Miss Mary Sheeran, and they

have had a family of seven children.

DAVID MOLL. Probably the most exten-

sive and successful gardener of Northamp-

ton County is the subject of this sketch,

who has made a special feature of this department

of agriculture. Coming to South Bethlehem in

the spring of 1893, he settled upon his present

property and established a truck farm. The pass-

ing stranger invariably pauses to notice and ad-

mire the place, and a single glance convinces him

that the proprietor is a man of thrift and energy.

The gardens are without doubt the finest in the

vicinity, and Mr. Moll takes great pride in keeping

them in fine condition.

A native of Pennsylvania, our subject was born

in Rittersville, Lehigh County, in 1842. The fam-
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ily has long been connected with the history of

that county, and there was born Grandfather John

Moll, a soldier in the War of 1812. William, fa-

ther of our subject, was born in Macungie, the same

county, in 1819, and from there he went to Nazar-

eth, Northampton County, where he learned the

trade of a cigar manufacturer. In that business

he continued with success until his death, Decem-

ber 9, 1893, at the advanced age of eighty-four

years. His widow, Mary, is still living, and makes

her home in Bethlehem.

In the parental family there were eleven chil-

dren, of whom six still survive. David, the eldest

of the number, received a common-school educa-

tion, and during the intervals of attendance at,

school worked at the cigar trade. When four-

teen years old he commenced to work for a farmer,

with whom he remained until the opening of the

Civil War. When the call was made by President

Lincoln for men to defend the Old Flag, he was one

of those who responded. He enlisted at Harris-

burg, Pa., as a member of the One Hundred and Fif-

ty-third. Pennsylvania Infantry, Company B, in

1862. With his regiment he did active service in

the battles of Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville and

Gettysburg. After the last-named engagement he

was made Sergeant, and was serving in that capacity

at the time of the expiration of his period of service.

Belonging to the same company and regiment was

his brother Thomas, now engaged in raising horses

in Iowa.

The war closed, our subject came to Bethlehem,

and became a coachman for E. P. Wilbur. After

nine years in that capacity he was given charge of

a truck farm belonging to the same gentleman, and

nine years were spent in the management of this

place. As above stated, he located in South Beth-

lehem in the spring of 1893, and here he has since

resided. The farm which he formerly operated

was one of the finest in the valley at that time, and

upon it were raised thoroughbred Norman draft

horses, the finest grades of sheep and hogs, and

fine blooded Jersey cattle, some of which were sold

for $200 each.

In 1876 Mr. Moll married Miss Delliah E. Dune-
ham, an estimable lady and an active member of

the Lutheran Church. In political opinions he is

firm in his allegiance to Democratic principles. At

the present time he is serving as Supervisor of

Fountain Hill, and as he is the first incumbent of

that office he finds the position one of great respon-

sibility. In former years he was a mechanic, and

for some time was identified with the Ancient Or-

der United American Mechanics.

TEPHEN NEWHARD, a manufacturer of

wagons and carriages in Cherryville, is

generally conceded to be a first-class bus-

iness man, and is held in the highest regard,

both in his immediate circle of friends, and by all

with whom he is associated in business. He man-

ufactures all kinds of wagons, carriages, sleighs,

cutters, etc., gives employment to three workmen

in the different departments of his factory, and

devotes his time to looking after his business in

general. To his manufacturing interests he adds

a well equipped undertaking establishment, which

he has carried on since 1874.

Mr. Newhard was born in Northampton County,

December 10, 1838, and is the son of Jonas and

Lydia (Leibenguth) Newhard, also natives of that

county, where the father followed the occupation

of a farmer. Stephen attended the common school

of Lehigh Township, and on attaining his nine-

teenth year apprenticed himself to learn the cab-

inet-maker's trade in Cherryville. Subsequently,

however, he began the manufacture of carriages,

and has one of the largest establishments in this

section. He worked as a journeyman wood-carver

prior to branching out in this business, and in

1874, on the death of Daniel Berlin, his former

employer, he purchased his undertaking stock, and

has since carried on that enterprise in connection

with his factory.

In 1880 Mr. Newhard was elected Census Enu-
merator of his township, and for three years was

Assessor. He is a Democrat in politics, and ready

to support his party by voice and vote at all elec-

tions. The lady to whom he was married in 1860
was Miss Sarah E., daughter of Joseph Kuntz, now
deceased, but formerly a prominent resident of
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Lehigh Township. To Mr. and Mrs. Newhard

there have been born four children, of whom An-

nie L., who is married to Harley Hone, and Hettie

J., the wife of Tilghman Hower, are living. The

others are deceased.

In religious affairs Mr. Newhard is a devoted

member of the Reformed Church, which he has

served in the capacity of Deacon and Elder. It

is scarcely necessary to add that he is held in high

repute by the citizens of Cherryville and the adja-

cent country on account of his excellent character,

business ability and pleasing qualities.

WILLIAM R. YEAGER, a popular citizen

of Lower Saucon Township, North-

ampton County, was Postmaster of

Bingen during President Harrison's administra-

tion, and was the first Republican Commissioner

of this county, to which office he was elected in

1875, and after serving for one term refused the

renomination. During this period the county

debts were paid, and the manner in which the af-

fairs and duties pertaining to the position were ful-

filled reflects great credit upon Mr. Yeager. After

a long and varied political and financial career he

is now living practically retired from business,

in the enjoyment of the fruits of his former in-

dustry.

The Yeager family's ancestors came from Rhein-

pfalz, Germany, and settled in York County,

Pa. Our subject's grandfather, Conrad Yeager,

was a native of Pennsylvania, where he passed the

greater part of his life, being a well-to-do tobacco

manufacturer. At one time he pursued theological

studies under the instruction of the Lutheran min-

ister of his native place, and afterward was sta-

tioned at the Straw Church, N. J., then in Will-

iams Township and Hecktown. For a short time

after his marriage he taught school, and his last

years were passed at Shannonville. His pastorate

of Shannon Church, near Hanover, was particularly

successful, and he was considered one of the best

preachers of his time. He was in politics a Fed-

eralist, and in his last years was a Whig. He mar-

ried Barbara Smith, by whom he had nine sons

and two daughters.

George Yeager, our subject's father, was born

in Warren County, N. J., February 3, 1793, and

from boyhood devoted himself to agricultural du-

ties. He became a resident of Williams Township,

Northampton County. He took an active interest

in the political affairs of the Whig party, was an

officer in the Lutheran denomination, and was

one of the first advocates of the free-school system,

and by his unselfish, upright and honorable career

won the friendship of all who knew him. He

died March 3, 1877, in Catasauqua and lies buried

in Shoenersville. His wife bore the maiden name

of Susan Rhone, her father being Daniel Rhone,

who lived near Catasauqua. Mr. and Mrs. Yeager

became the parents of seven children: Mary A.,

William R., Catherine, Caroline, Eliza, Susannah

and Horatio Daniel. With the exception of Cather-

ine, who died at the age of twenty-eight years,

they are all yet living.

The birth of our subject occurred in Hanover,

Lehigh County, this state, April 6, 1822. He was

reared on his father's farm, of which he became the

owner by purchase in 1858. His education was

such as was afforded by the public schools in the

vicinity of the homestead, to which was added a

course of six months' instruction in the Philadel-

phia schools. In 1860 he embarked in the milling

business, and two years later engaged in the lime

trade. At the same time he conducted a store,

carrying a full line of general merchandise. In

1869 he became a member of the North Pennsyl-

vania Iron Company, and was elected Vice-Presi-

dent of the concern. The company was largely

engaged in the manufacture of pig iron, most of

which was shipped to Philadelphia. In the finan-

cial panic of 1872-73 Mr. Yeager suffered greatly,

and the furnace was finally sold to the Bethlehem

Iron Company. Since that time he has given his

attention to carrying on his lime business and has

succeeded very well in this enterprise.

In December, 1878, our subject married Hen-

rietta Yeager, daughter of Joseph Yeager, of Bin-

gen. A daughter, Jennie, was born to them, and

soon after this event the mother was called to her

final rest, her remains being buried in the ceme-
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tery at Friedensville, Pa. In 1881 Mr. Yeager

married Martha Weaver, nee Bachenstoe. She died

March 23, 1893, and was buried in Friedensville.

During the war Mr. Yeager was a strong Union
man and assisted in the mobilization of troops for

the service. He is a member of the Lutheran

Church at Friedensville, in which he has served as

Elder. Fraternally he is a member of Coopers-

burg Lodge No. 369, F. & A. M.

FREDERICK HORLACHER is a wealthy

citizen and capitalist of Slatington, being

prominent in many of the enterprises and

industries of the Lehigh Valley. A native of Ger-

many, he was born in Wurtemberg, December 3,

1840, being a son of Michael and Catherine (Non-

enmacher) Horlacher, the former also a native of

Wurtemberg, Germany, where his death occurred.

At the age of seventeen years Frederick Hor-

lacher left his native land, thence proceeding to

France and England. He had received a good high-

school education in his native land, and further

extended his knowledge by traveling in England,

France and Russia. In November, 1865, he set

sail for America, and on arriving in the New World
located in Philadelphia, where he attended the

Pierce Pioneer College for six months, thus becom-

ing well versed in the English language. His next

move was to learn the jewelry business, and after-

ward he embarked in that line of trade on his own
account in Philadelphia, where he continued to

reside until 1874. Next we find him in Parryville,

Carbon County, where he was engaged in business

at his trade, and subsequently became the owner of

a hotel. While in that city he started in the bot-

tling business, conducting a factory for three, years
<

For four years thereafter he was located in Bow-
man, Carbon County, and in the spring of 1882 he

came to Slatington, where he established his pres-

ent bottling works. He later established a bot-

tling concern in Allentown, and in the year 1887

established another at Lehighton, Carbon Coun-
ty, and a year later located still another one at

Bangor, this county, and now runs all four of the

works with good financial success. In these works

are manufactured soft drinks of various kinds,

which find a ready market in the Lehigh Valley,

Baltimore, Washington, and other large cities.

Forty-eight men are given steady employment,

and the business of these concerns is growing at a

surprising rate year by year. In addition to his

other works Mr. Horlacher located and now owns

the Slatington Ice Plant for the manufacture of

artificial ice, and is a stockholder and Director of the

Allentown Ice Company, also being a half-owner

in the Lehighton and Weissport Ice Plants. He
has money invested in the Water Power and Plan-

ing Mill of Lehighton, being President and manager

of the same, and is a stockholder in the Slatington

Rolling Mills and the Blue Valley Slate Company,
and in 1888 organized the electric light plant of

this city.

In politics Mr. Horlacher supports the Democ-
racy, and fraternally belongs to Carbon Lodge No.

242, F. & A. M.; Lilly Chapter No. 181, R, A.M.;
and Packer Commandery No. 23, K. T., at Mauch
Chunk. He is justly esteemed one of the leading

business men and citizens of Slatington, for he is

foremost in all things relating to the good of the

city.

January 30, 1868, Mr. Horlacher married Miss

Carolina Schwartz, of Wurtemberg, Germany, and
to this worthy couple five sons and two daughters

have been born, their names in order of birth be-

ing as follows: Frederick, George, William, Charles,

Annie, Lillie and John. The parents are devoted
members of the Lutheran Church, in the faith of

which their children are being reared.

eLARENCE A. WOLLE is a member of the

real-estate and insurance firm of Wolle &
Kemerer, who do the largest business in

their line in Bethlehem. Mr. Wolle is a very
enterprising and able man, taking an active interest

in, an d# contributing to, every public movement
calculated to benefit the community. He is the son
of Augustus Wolle, whose biography is printed in

this volume, and whose name is so well known .in
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this locality as to need no further comment. Clar-

ence A. Wolle was born in Bethlehem in 1849, and

received a good education in the parochial schools.

He later pursued his studies at Nazareth Hall,

in the Moravian College, and in 1865 entered

Lehigh University, where he pursued a special

scientific course for four years. His intention was

to go to Europe to further follow chemical and

scientific studies, but instead he remained at home

to assist his father in his business, becoming his

private clerk. For years he had kept books at

various times, and he remained with his father

until the latter's death.

In 1876 Mr. Wolle became engaged in the real-

estate and insurance business with his uncle, Felix

Leinbach, and has continued in this occupation

ever since. In 1885 bis uncle retired from the

business, since which time our subject has been at

the head of the concern. They have bought ex-

tensively in West Bethlehem, where they are hand-

ling a beautiful tract of fifty acres of land, and

probably do the largest business of any real-estate

firm in the city. Among the additions to the city

which they have laid out is the old Fetter Farm,

and part of the Breinig Farm, extending from

Sixth to Tenth Avenues and from Broad to Spring

Streets. In 1883, in company with Mr. Leinbach,

Mr. Wolle was instrumental in starting the Beth-

lehem Electric Light Company. They met with

much opposition in promoting this enterprise, but

it was incorporated September 17, 1883, with a

capital stock of $20,000, which has since been in-

creased to $100,000. The company have a fine

location, and the President is James Thomas, of

Catasauqua, Mr. Wolle being General Manager,

Secretary and Treasurer. The street railway which

had been proposed was given up on account of the

immense outlay necessary, but Mr. Wolle took an

option on the charter of the Bethlehem & Allen-

town and the Bethlehem & South Bethlehem

Street Railways, and at New York he secured an

option on the Allentown horse-car rail way. After

ten months of unwearied effort he finally induced

the Industrial Improvement Company of Boston

to take up the work (though he was first ridiculed

for the stand he took),. as he believed it to be a

good investment. The result of this was the or-

ganization of the Allentown & Bethlehem Rapid

Transit Company. In the successful building of

this electric railway the good accomplished has

been incalculable.

In 1876 Mr. Wolle became interested with F.

W. Leinbach in the invention of machinery for

the making of satchel bottom and the now famous

self-opening square paper bags. Their enterprise

in this direction is very successful and for some

years past has been operated by the Consolidated

Self-opening Square Bag Company of New York,

with factories at Williamsburg, N. Y., and Plants-

ville, Conn. When the telephone was put up in

Bethlehem he was one of those most active in the

enterprise, and was the first to urge and solicit sub-

scribers.

December 18, 1890, Mr. Wolle was married, in

Lancaster, to Mrs. Clara M. Evans, of Logan, Iowa,

daughter of Judge Stephen King. Her son, Roy

L. Evans, is now attending Lehigh University.

Mr. Wolle has served as Councilman in Bethlehem,

and politically is a Democrat. With his wife he

holds membership with the Jdoravian Church.

PB. BREINIG, M. D. To the record of this

physician, who is widely known as the

founder of the Lehigh Valley Medical

Association, the biographer with pleasure invites

the reader's attention. He has won a high place

among the fraternity in this section, and is now

living retired in West Bethlehem.

Our subject was born in Upper Maeungie Town-

ship, this county, March 29, 1829, and is the son

of Peter Breinig, who was also born in that town-

ship, which was likewise the birthplace of his

father, Peter, Sr. The great-grandfather of our

subject was a native of Wurtemberg, Germany,

and on emigrating to America settled in Upper

Maeungie Township, as early as 1749. There he

purchased a large tract of land, which was named

in his honor, and spent his entire life in agricult-

ural pursuits.

Peter Breinig, Sr., upon locating in Breinigs-

ville, engaged in several enterprises, being at one
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time a blacksmith, farmer and proprietor of a hotel.

His son, the father of our subject, on attaining

mature years was appointed Postmaster of the place,

whjch position he held for forty years. He died

in 1886, when in his eightieth year, strong in the

faith of the Lutheran Church. His wife, Mrs.

Mary A. (Cope) Breinig, was born in Pennsylvania,

and was the daughter of Hon. Michael Cope, who
was also a native of this state, and who was a

hotel-keeper. He was a prominent man in his lo-

cality, and served as a member of the Legislature

for one term. Mrs. Mary A. Breinig died in

1872, after having become the mother of three sons

and two daughters.

P. B. was the third eldest of the parents' family.

His brother Thomas C. is at present residing on

the old homestead; Henry A. is a resident of

Chicago; Anna M. married Dr. Kern, and is living

at Bath; and Amelia makes her home with our

subject. He of whom we write spent his boy-

hood days on his father's farm, and in 1849 went

to New York City and for two years apprenticed

himself to learn the drug business. During that

time he read medicine under Dr. G. B. Kern, and

when^ready to further prosecute his studies enter-

ed the medical department of the University of

New York, from which he was graduated with the

degree of Doctor of Medicine in 1856. When
looking about for a suitable location he establish-

ed for practice at Hellertown, Northampton Coun-

ty, where he resided until 1873, the year of his ad-

vent into this city. Two years prior to coming

here he crossed the Atlantic, in company with his

wife, and spent a year in Indiana, where he took a

course in gynecology and at the same time made
a specialty of the study of the eye.

Dr. Breinig was engaged in practice in this^

city until the year 1891, when, on account of ill

health, he was obliged to abandon his professional

duties. He was married in Saucon, in the year

1860, to Miss Isabella Apple, who was born in

Lower Saucon, and is the daughter of Jacob Ap-
ple, a farmer by occupation. Their union was

blessed by the birth of a daughter, who died when
sixteen months old.

Socially our subject belongs to the Masonic

order, and holds membership with the Royal Arch

Masons and Knights Templar. He occupies a high

position in that fraternity, and was one of the com-

mittee on arrangements during the convention held

at Philadelphia. In religious affairs he is a valued

member of Grace Lutheran Church, in which he

served as Elder for many years. In politics he is a

stanch Democrat. As stated above, he is the found-

er of the Lehigh Valley Medical Association, and

it was during a convention held in 1880, in North-

ampton County, that he offered a resolution plac-

ing before that body the advisability of organ-

izing the Lehigh Valley Medical Association, which

takes in eleven counties. Dr. Breinig is also a

member of the National Medical Society, of which

he was at one time Vice-President, and held the

same position in the State Medical Society. He
is also ex-President of the Northampton Medi-

cal Society. He is the owner of good residence

property in the city, and from the first has been

closely identified with every important movement
for the development of the city, with which his

name is indissolubly connected.

^.-^*B**WK&gH*

HENRY A. SAGE is one of the prosperous

manufacturers of Easton, having been

for about eighteen years in the harness

and saddlery business. He is a member of the

City Board of Trade, and interested in the Easton
Boot and Shoe Company, and other local enter-

prises. One of the founders of the Easton &
South Easton Passenger Railroad, comprising three

.

miles of road, he was at one time sole owner of

the same, and operated it for twenty years. In
the year 1893 he sold out to the Traction Com-
pany. In politics he is a Republican and a leader

in his party. For six years he was a member of
the council, and for fifteen years served with
credit to himself on the Board of Control.

The parents of our subject were Peter Augus-
tus and Matilda (Lehn) Sage, and were of German
and Swiss descent respectively. His grandfather,
Henry B. Sage, whose birth occurred in Lower
Germany, came to the United States with his

three children and located in Philadelphia at
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an early day. Later he removed to Reading, Pa.,

and then to Easton. He was a man of more than

ordinarj' educational attainments, and for several

years edited a paper in this city. In politics he

was a Whig, and quite active in the interests of his

party. Fraternally he was associated with the

Masonic organization. He was married three

times, and by his first wife had two sons and a

daughter, A. Gustavus, Wilhelmina and Peter. He
died at the age of eighty years. Peter A. Sage

was born in Germany, and was only seven years of

age when he landed in America. With his father

he learned the printer's trade, and for many years

edited the Lehigh Patriot, at Allentown. He was

a college graduate, and could speak fluently seven

languages, besides being a musician of considerable

ability. He was a Mason and an aggressive worker

in the cause of the Whig party. In Allentown he

was Lieutenant of a company of militia, and at all

times was alive to the best interests of his fellow-

citizens.

H. A. Sage was the only child of his parents,

and received his education at Professor Vander-

veer's school at Easton. After completing his

studies he became master of the printing trade,

and subsequently for a couple of years he taught

school. For five years after this he was book-

keeper for Seitz Bros., of this place, after which he

engaged in business for himself as a wine and

liquor merchant, at the corner of South Third and

Lehigh Streets. Afterward he secured a location

on the square, and in 1886 settled at his present

place, where he does a large business in various

kinds of imported and domestic wines and liquors.

In 1876 he first became interested in the manufac-

ture of harness and horse supplies. He opened a

factory on South Third Street, and now gives em-

ployment to about twenty-five hands. His manu-

factures find ready sale in this state, New York

and New Jersey. He is also interested financially

in the Mattewan Felting Company.

In December, 1855, Mr. Sage married Sophia

Spangenburg, and of their union seven children

were born. John S. L. and Frederick G. are de-

ceased; H. A., Jr., is the next younger; then fol-

low Matilda and Frank R. Mary and George, the

two youngest, are also deceased.

Mr. Sage has always taken considerable interest

in civic societies, and is a member <Si Dallas Lodge

No.. 396, F. & A. M., and also of the chapter,

council and commandery. He and his wife are

identified with the Lutheran Church, and have the

entire confidence and respect of a large circle of

friends and acquaintances.

HON. GEORGE BOWER, President of the

Bower Slate and Pencil Quarry Company,

is widely known as one of Catasauqua's

most successful business men. He is a native

of the Keystone State, having been born in Le-

highton, on the 3d of December, 1832. The

family of which he is a member originated in

the Fatherland, where his father, C. G., was born

and reared. Not content to remain in that coun-

try when America was opening its doors to the

young and ambitious of other lands, he crossed

the Atlantic at the age of eighteen years and, com-

ing to Pennsylvania, settled at Kerns, now Slating-

ton. Here for a time he worked at the harness-

maker's trade, which he had learned in the Father-

land.

Removing to Berlinsville, Northampton County,

C. G. Bower there worked as a harness-maker until

the spring of 1832, when he settled in Lehighton

(then in Northampton County, but after 1843 in

Carbon County). Opening a shop, he engaged in

the manufacture and sale of harness, meeting with

fair success as a business man. His property in-

cluded two farms and a number of town lots. His

death occurred in Lehighton in 1861, and was the

result of an accident, being caused by a runaway

horse. In politics he affiliated with the Democrat-

ic party, while in religion he accepted the faith

of, his forefathers and worshiped with the Luth-

erans.

The mother of our subject, Elizabeth (Wentz)

Bower, was born in Berlinsville, Pa., and is now

living in Lehighton, active and in fair health, not-

withstanding her ninety and two years. She is

the daughter of George Wentz, a native of Heidel-

berg Township, Lehigh County, who for some time
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lived retired in Carbon County, and there died.

He was the son
1

of a German, who emigrated to the

United States and settled in Lehigh County, where

he became an agriculturist. C. G. and Elizabeth

Bower had eleven children, of whom eight attain-

ed years of maturity and seven are now living.

Elwen is engaged in the mercantile business at

East Mauch Chunk. Nelson, who removed to Wis-

consin in 1852, became the owner of lead mines

there, and also attained prominence as a civic offi-

cial. For a time he was County Treasurer, and was

serving as Sheriff of LaFayette County at the time

our subject filled a similar office in Lehigh County.

Franklin, who was a soldier in the late war, was

also Sheriff of Lehigh County.

Referring more directly to the personal history

of the subject of this notice, we find that he was in

boyhood a pupil in the public schools of Lehigh-

ton, and later attended Binghamton (N. Y.) Col-

lege. When eighteen he commenced to teach

school in Lehigh County, and was Principal of the

schools at Mosserville, Saegersville and Schnecks-

ville for four years altogether, after which he spent

one year in the schools of Weissport, Carbon Coun-

ty. In 1858 he discontinued his labors in the

schoolroom and, coming to Catasauqua, embarked

in the meat business. For twenty-five years he

owned and carried on the shop on Front Street,

but when elected Sheriff he turned the business

over to his two sons, who have since conducted it

with marked success. While thus engaged he also

dealt in live stock and real estate, and his specula-

tions in these lines proved quite profitable.

As a member of the Democratic party, Mr. Bow-

er has gained and still wields considerable influence

throughout the county. Offices of trust and honor

have been conferred upon him. In the fall of

1880 he was elected Sheriff by a majority of twen-

ty-two hundred and forty-eight. Leaving his fam-

ily in Catasauqua, he went to the county seat and

on the first Monday in January, 1881, assumed the

duties of the office. His term was a success, and

when, in January, 1884, he retired from office, it

Was with the good-will of all public-spirited citi-

zens, irrespective of political ties. For two years

he was Treasurer of the County Democratic Cen-

tral Committee, and for one term held the office of

Burgess of Catasauqua. In every position he has

occupied he has displayed good judgment in the

discharge of his duties, as well as force of charac-

ter, a well balanced mind and unflinching integ-

rity. During his service of nine years as a mem-

ber of the City Council he was a prominent factor

in the promotion of progressive measures, and also

advanced the standard of education during his

tbree years' service as School Director.

On the 9th of December, 1892, the Bower Slate

and Pencil Quarry Company was incorporated

with a capital of $125,000, and the following

officers: George Bower, President and general

manager; and James F. Johnston, of New York,

Secretary and Treasurer. The company owns and

operates a quarry at Lynnport, this county, which

is the only quarry in the United States that man-

ufactures slate pencils. The main office of the

company is located atNos. 7 and 9 Thomas Street,

New York. Employment is given to fifty or sixty

men, and in addition to slate pencils, black-

board and roof slating are also manufactured.

The quarries cover ten acres and are situated at

Lynnport, fourteen miles west of Slatington, on

the Reading & Slatington Railroad. The factory

is 50x80 feet in dimensions, with an engine-room

30x45, containing two engines of fifty horse-power

each. The industry is one of value to the county,

facilitating the development of its material resour-

ces and increasing its importance as a manufactur-

ing center. It is mainly through the ingenuity

and excellent judgment of Mr. Bower that the

company has been established on a sound financial

basis and has attained a place among the foremost

firms in the state.

AtLehighton, in 1851, occurred the marriage of

Mr. Bower and Miss Amelia D. Clauss. Mrs. Bow-
er was born in Fogelsville, Lehigh County, and is

the daughter of Daniel Clauss, an old settler of

this locality. Of ten children resulting from the

union of Mr. and Mrs. Bower, nine attained years

of maturity. C. D. W., of whom more extended

mention is made on another page, is engaged in

the meat-market business at Catasauqua; Elmira E.,

the wife of B. B. Linn, resides in Catasauqua;

George W. is with the Crocker-Wheeler Electrical

Company, of New York City; Emma A. is at home;



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 981

Minnie M. is married to J. D. Tillman, of New Jer-

sey; F. S. is his father's assistant in the Lynnport
quarries; Laura E. is married to T. M. Jenkins and
lives in Catasauquajand Annie M. and John M. are

with their parents. Mr. and Mrs. Bower also rear-

ed an orphan child, Lizzie, who is now the wife of

C. D. W. Bower.

Of the first fire company at Catasauqua Mr.

Bower served as chairman, during which time the

town hall was built and the first fire engine

brought here. Socially he is identified, with Allen

Chapter No. 203, and Allen Commandery No. 20, F.

& A. M. Formerly be was prominently connected

with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He
is a member of the English Evangelical Lutheran

Church of Holy Trinity, was its first Elder, and was

influential in the erection of the new edifice. For

some time he was the Superintendent of its Sun-

day-school.

_^=g)#P .

HO. WILLIAMSON, a contractor and

builder in Bethlehem, is an able and reli-

able business man, who has made a suc-

cess of his trade, and who has acquired a comfort-

able fortune by reason of his perseverance and

industrious habits. He is a self-made man, having

had to make his own way in the world from early

years, and being thorough in the fulfilment of his

contract, and honorable in his methods, he has al-

ways made friends of his customers.

H. O. Williamson is of English descent, as his

paternal great-grandfather, Hugh, was a native of

England, who removed to America, settling in

Moore Township in the last century. There he

followed agricultural pursuits, and lived to attain

a good old age, his death occurring when he was

in his ninety-ninth year. The grandfather, John

Williamson, whose birth occurred in Moore Town-

ship, was also a farmer, and lived to reach his

seventy-fifth year. The father of our subject,

William II., born in Moore Township, like his an-

cestors engaged in farming in that locality on at-

taining manhood, but later removed to Lower

Nazareth, where he was a resident for twelve years,

and now is engaged in farming in Hanover Town-

ship, being sixty-four years of age. His wife,

Mary Ann, is a daughter of Conrad Elberts, who
was in early years a farmer, and later became a

merchant at Newton. The Elberts family is of

German descent, and Mrs. Williamson is a member
of the Lutheran Church, while her husband is iden-

tified with the Reformed Church. To them were

born four children, two of whom are living.

Like the two generations preceding him, H. O.

Williamson is a native of Moore Township, born

in the year 1858, and his boyhood was partly

passed in Lower Nazareth. His education was ob-

tained in the district school at Hecktown and in

Trach's Academy in Easton, Pa. His attention

was given to agricultural pursuits until he had

reached his twenty-fifth year, when he began

to work at the carpenter's trade. It was. in the year

1882 that he came to Bethlehem, and for four

years after his arrival here he worked for M. H.

Yeagle. Subsequently, in company with Frank

Yeagle, he engaged in contracting for a year, when

their connection was dissolved. Mr. Williamson

succeeded to his partner's interest, which he had

purchased, and for three years succeeding he had

as his co-partner W. E. Renner. In 1892 that

gentleman retired from the firm, Mr. Williamson

buying his share and carrying on the business

alone up to the present time. He furnishes esti-

mates on all kinds of building, and attends to re-

pairing or remodeling of any description. Many

of the best residences and public buildings of the

place have been put up by him in all three of the

Bethlehems. Among these we mention a few:

that of Dawson Lawrence on Fountain Hill, of C.

O. Clemmons and C. F. Brown in Bethlehem, Mc-

Gowen's Hotel and the home of Harry Dillen. For

himself he has built several residences, two of these

being on Linden Street. His office and residence

are at present located at the corner of Linden and

Union Streets. During the busy season he fur-

nishes employment to from fifteen to twenty men.

Besides his regular business he has money invested

in a hardware store on Third Street in Bethlehem.

In Shoenersville in 1881 occurred the marriage

of our subject and Miss Mary L. Ache, whose

birth occurred in this city. To this worthy couple

five children were born, all but one of whom are
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living, their names being as follows: Clara, Har-

vey, Elmer and Emma. Fraternally our subject

is a member of the Eoyal Arcanum, and in politics

he supports the Democracy. With his wife and

family he attends Christ Eeformed Church, in the

work of which he is active.

WILLIAM GETZ, a manufacturer of and

dealer in lumber in Kidder Townshipi

has been engaged in that line of busi-

ness since 1874. He is one of the foremost men in

the county, being active and public-spirited, and
has always been faithful to the interests of his com-

munity, and as a business man has not his superior

in the township.

Our subject is a native of this state, and was born

in Monroe County, March 31, 1824. He is the son

of. Conrad and Margaret (Weiss) Getz, also natives

of the above county. The first representative of

this now prominent family came to America from

Germany, and on landing here made settlement in

Pennsylvania.

William, of this sketch, attended the public schools

of Monroe County, and remained there until grown
to mature years. He was then married to Miss

Elizabeth, daughter of Joseph Serfuss, now de-

ceased. To them was born a family, of whom the

following-named survive: Emery, the eldest; Sa-

lome, the wife of Henry Silfies; Alice, now Mrs.

Charles Baumgardner; Sabilla, who married Harri-

son Schmale; Millard; Ira; Ulysses; William; Clara,

the wife of John Heimbach; Herbert and Eddie.

Mrs. Elizabeth Getz departed this life in 1875,

firm in the faith of the Lutheran Church, with

which she had been connected for many years. She

was a lady much beloved by all who knew her, and
her death was greatly felt by all her friends.

Early in the '50s Mr. Getz began "logging" in

Kidder Township, on contract work. This he aban-

doned a short time thereafter and opened a hotel

at Albrightsville, which he conducted for over

fifteen years. He was very popular as "mine host,"

and was well and favorably known to the traveling

public. He subsequently purchased a one-half in-

terest in a sawmill on Mud Run Creek, his partner

being William Wagner, with whom he was asso-

ciated only a few months when he bought his in-

terest in the plant, which lie has since conducted

on his own responsibility. He is a very able man-

ager, and for thirty years has carried- on a very

profitable business as a lumber merchant. In addi-

tion to this enterprise, our subject owns a good

farm in the township, bearing all the buildings and

machinery usually found on a first-class estate, and

from the rental of which he derives a good income.

In politics our subject is a firm adherent of the

principles of the Republican party, and loyally

supports its platforms and measures, firmly uphold-

ing its actions on all occasions; and on account of

his firmness in political conviction he is a man of

some prominence in the politics of his township.

He has been District Road Supervisor and Town-
ship Auditor, in both of which positions he ac-

quitted himself creditably. He is a worthy and
exemplary member of the Lutheran Church, and
contributes liberally to the support of the congre-

gation which he attends.

CTV MBROSE E. LAUBACH. It is nearly ten

J ^ years since this gentleman became con-

nected with the Bethlehem Electric Light
Company, which he is now serving in the capacity

of foreman. When very young he commenced
his apprenticeship as an engineer and machinist,

and is thoroughly well versed in his trade, being
familiar with all its details. In his present capac-
ity he has served the company faithfully, and
they esteem him highly for his merits and services.

The birth of our subject occurred in Seidersville,

Northampton County, December 16, 1860. His
father, Josiah, and his paternal grandfather, Reu-
ben, were both natives of the same place, the lat-

ter being engaged in the distillery business. Josiah
Laubach was for many years engaged in agricult-

ural pursuits in Lower Saucon Township, after

which he was employed as an engineer in the zinc
mines at Friedensville, continuing there until the
works were closed. Afterwards he came to Beth-
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lehem, becoming an employe of the Bethlehem

Iron Company, where he still remains, though his

home is in Seidersville. He is a member of the Re-

formed Church, and in politics a Democrat. His

wife, Susannah (Boehm) Laubach, was born near

Kellertown, being the daughter of Thomas Boehm,

who was a miller by trade, and followed that call-

ing until he retired. He and Mrs. Laubach be-

came the parents of two children: Ambrose E.,

and John Q., who is an engineer in the employ

of the Bethlehem Electric Light Company.

Our subject was reared under the parental roof,

attending the common schools until reaching tbe

age of twelve years, when he began working in

the line which he has since followed. At first he

was assistant engineer in the Friedensville mines,

and when they closed he went to Hellertown, and

there became engineer and assistant in the machine

shop of the Saucon Iron Company. After four

years of faithful service with that company, he

went to Ambler, Montgomery County, where he

acted as engineer in the chemical works for a

period of three months. Coming to South Bethle-

hem at the end of that time, he accepted a posi-

tion as engineer with the Bethlehem Iron Com-

pany, holding the same for two years.

On the 1st of August, 1885, Mr. Laubach be-

came engineer of the Bethlehem Electric Light

Company, and when two years had passed he was

promoted to the position of foreman of con-

struction, when the large engines were placed in

the works. He devotes all his energies to the in-

terests of the company, and being a man of prac-

tical experience as an engineer and machinist his

services are esteemed most valuable to the welfare

of the concern.

While a resident of Seidersville, in January,

1881, Mr. Laubach wedded Miss Mary Harning,

who was born in Upper Saucon, Lehigh County,

and of their union has been born one child, Oliver

C. The pleasant residence of the family is located

at No. 25 Spring Street, West Bethlehem. A mem-

ber of the Masonic fraternity, Mr. Laubach be-

longs to Hellertown Lodge No. 563, F. & A. M., and

is also a member of the orders of the Golden Eagle

and Knights of the Mystic Chain of South Bethle-

hem. Being musically inclined, he has devoted

considerable attention to the cornet, and as a mem-

ber of William Baohman's Band of Seidersville has

since its organization played on the B-llat cornet.

Politically he uses his ballot and influence in sup-

port of the Democratic party, and in matters of

faith Is identified with the Reformed Church.

JOHN ADAMS, an influential citizen of Lower

Saucon Township, is practically retired from

active business cares, and is enjoying life on

his well improved farm near Bingen. Among

his neighbors and friends he bears a high reputa-

tion for honesty and fidelity of purpose, and on

several occasions they have urged his acceptance

of local official positions. He has frequently been

sent as a delegate to Republican State Conventions,

has twice been a candidate for Sheriff, and has

once been the candidate for nomination to the

State Senatorship. In every instance he ran ahead

of his ticket from one thousand to fifteen hundred

votes, and this, too, in a Democratic district. In

his business career he was very successful, and dis-

played ability as a financier.

The gentleman of whom we write comes from

one of the old families of this region, his ancestors

having been relatives of President Adams. His

great-grandfather came to Bucks County in a very

early day, and died within its limits. His grand-

father, John Adams, who was a farmer by occupa-

tion, was born in Bucks County, and on his demise

wa"s placed to rest in the Durham Township Ceme-

tery. He married Catherine White, by whom he

had the followiug children: John, who wedded a

Miss Case of New Jersey, was a farmer and lum-

berman, and met his death by drowning in the

Delaware River, when about fifty years of age.

Jacob, who married a Miss Uley, followed agricult-

ural pursuits in New York State and in Indiana,

his death occurring at South Bend. Henry, the

third son, was our subject's father. Daniel, who

followed farming, wedded a Miss Jacoby. The

daughters were, respectively, Mrs. Factertall, Mrs.

Overbeck, Mrs. Jutt and Susan Richley. For his

first wife Samuel Adams married a Miss Raup, and
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his second wife was in maidenhood Miss Knect. He
was Deputy Sheriff at one time, and afterward

served as Sheriff. For a number of years he kept

a tavern in Easton, and was a prominent man in

both the political and business affairs of that place,

where his death occurred. John was a soldier in

the "War of 1812.

Henry Adams, the father of our subject, was a

successful agriculturist, and a very active suppor-

ter of the Whig party. He was a man of more

than ordinary ability, a true and patriotic citizen,

and a jovial and pleasant companion. In religion

he held membership with the German Eeformed

Church. His wife was formerly Elizabeth Bitts,

and two sons and two daughters were born of their

union. John, the eldest son, is the subject of this

sketch. Samuel, the youngest, is now in Cuba,

where he is President of a railroad. He has made
his home in Cuba for the past two 3'ears. Prior to

this he was Assistant Superintendent of the Beth-

lehem Steel Works, where he proved himself to be

a man of exceptional ability. Hannah, the sur-

viving sister, is the wife of William Greaver, a

farmer of Springfield, Bucks County. Catherine,

now deceased, was the wife of Levi Reigel, of Lower

Saucon Township.

The birth of John Adams occurred in Durham
Township, Bucks County, September 18, 1829. In

his boyhood he attended the public schools of his

district, and assisted his father in the work of the

farm until after attaining his majority. When
about twenty-eight years old he purchased a flour-

ing-mill in Lebigh County, which he operated un-

til about fifteen years ago. In 1864 he began

taking out ore on contract for the Bethlehem Iron

Company and the Hokendauqua Company, and to

this line of work devoted his energies for the next

fifteen years. Having acquired a comfortable com-

petence, amply sufficient for his remaining years,

he then invested a portion of it in the farm, on
which his time has since been passed. His place

is kept up in a thrifty manner, has good improve-

ments upon it, and is one of the best in the town-

ship.

September 12, 1855, Mr. Adams married Miss

Louisa Rufe, a native of Durham Township, and
daughter of Samuel Rufe. One child, a daughter,

Catherine, came to bless their union. She married

T. A. Nolf, a farmer of Center Valley, and has be-

come the mother of two children, Laura Attila and

John Adams. Mrs. Louisa Adams was called from

this life March 11, 1880, and was buried in the

cemetery of Durham Township. Mr. Adams' pres-

ent wife was formerly Mrs. Catherine Keck, their

union having been celebrated May 21, 1881. She

is a daughter of Jesse Klein, a well known citizen

of Allen Township, this county. Mr. and Mrs..

Adams are members of the Lutheran Church, and

have hosts of warm friends in the neighborhood

of their home. Mr. Adams' first Presidential vote

was cast for John C. Fremont, and from that time

up to the present he has been a loyal supporter of

the Republican party.
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JOHN G. BECKER, M. D., a physician and
surgeon of the homeopathic school, has built

up an extensive practice in Bethlehem, which

city has always been his home. Though
comparatively a young man, he stands in the front

rank of physicians in the Lehigh Valley, a fact

which proves him the possessor of no mean powers,

when it is remembered what an arduous pro-

fession that of the physician is, and the quali-

ties necessary in order to make a success of it.

His office is located at No. 30 New Street, and he

numbers among his patients many of the leading

families of the city.

The Doctor was born in Bethlehem June 30,

1859, being a son of Dr. Aaron D. Becker, a native
of Northampton County. The paternal grandfa-
ther of our subject, Rev. Jacob Becker, was born in

Baltimore, and became a minister in the Reformed
Church, preaching in Northampton and Lehigh
Counties. He was also a homeopathic physician,

and practiced medicine to some extent. Dr. Aaron
Becker was reared in Northampton County, and
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on arriving at man's estate entered the University

of Pennsylvania, from which he was graduated

with the degree of Doctor of Medicine. Commenc-
ing his practice in Northampton County, he there

continued to reside for many years. Later he was

located for a short time in Lehigh County, but

finally settled in Bethlehem, where he engaged in

practice until he was called from this life, June 18,

1883, at the age of fifty-two years. He had been

a member of the One Hundred and Ninety-eighth

Pennsylvania Infantry, in which he enlisted as a

private soldier, but was promoted by Governor

Perkins to the post of Assistant Surgeon. He re-

mained in the army for about a year, and after-

ward was identified with Fullerton Post, G. A. R.,

of Catasauqua. In religion he was a member of

the Reformed Church. His wife, whose maiden

name was Caroline Fetter, was born in Lancaster

County, and is now a resident of Bethlehem. She

and her people are adherents of the Moravian

faith. Of her seven children who grew to man-

hood and womanhood, six are yet living.

Dr. Becker of this sketch was reared in the

Lehigh Valley, his education being obtained in the

common schools and in Weaversville Academy,

where he completed the course at the age of four-

teen years, under Professor Kuma's instruction.

Like his father and grandfather, his tastes ran in

the direction of the medical profession, and he

early commenced studying with his father, under

whose able instruction he laid the foundation of

his future knowledge. After leaving his father's

office he went to Philadelphia, and there entered

the Hahnemann Medical College of Physicians and

Surgeons, where he attended the clinics and lec-

tures of the two-years course, graduating there-

from in 1882 with the degree of Doctor of Med-

icine. On commencing his active practice he

returned to Bethlehem and has since been engaged

particularly as a specialist in the diseases of women

and as an oculist. He is a member of the Lehigh

Valley Homeopathic Medical Society, is a member

of the Alumni Association of Hahnemann Medical

College, Philadelphia, and is examining physician

for a number of different life-insurance companies.

Our subject was married in this city, June 30,

1880, to Miss Ella, daughter of Squire T. 0. Frad-

eneck, and they have two children, George D. F.

and Florence E. The parents are members of the

Moravian Church, and in politics the Doctor is a

Democrat. He is interested in many secret socie-

ties, belonging to Cypress Commandery, K. of M.,

of which he is First Past Master and Second Lieu-

tenant; to the College of Ancients, in which he is

serving his second term as Grand Junior Swords-

man; to the Order of Red Men, being Past Sachem

of Lappawindsoe Tribe No. 154; to the Knights of

the Golden Eagle, in which he is Past Chief; to

Capt. 0. Rubenbauch Post No. 182, S. of V., of

Bethlehem; to the Odd Fellows; and to the Im-

proved Order of Heptasophs.
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WILLIAM B. SHAFFER is President

of the Pennsylvania Paint and Ochre

Company of Allentown. The progress

and prosperity of the city are due to its inhabi-

tants, and the enterprising spirit of our subject

has aided materially in the advancement and up-

building of the community in which he now resides.

He is a public-spirited and valued citizen, and it is

with pleasure that we present to our readers the

record of his life work.

Mr. Shaffer was born on the 27th of Novem-

ber, 1851, near Breinigsville, Lehigh County, Pa.,

where his father, Levi Shaffer, was also born. The

latter married Julia Barber, who was also born in

Lehigh County, and is a daughter of Stephen Bar-

ber, who was a native of England, and came with

his parents to the United States during his infancy.

Mr. Shaffer's father died in 1888, but his mother

still survives, and now makes her home in Allen-

town. They were the parents of nine children,

three sons and six daughters.

William B. Shaffer, the eighth in order of birth,

conned his lessons in the common schools between

the ages of six and ten years, and then started out

in -life for himself, working for the next eight
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years in the iron-ore mines. He was thus employed

until 1869, after which he spent one year on a farm

in New Jersey. He then began clerking, in the

employ of J. L. Butz, of Breinigsville, with whom
he remained for four years. On the expiration of

that period he came to Allentown,in 1873, and for

four years was employed as a salesman in the dry-

goods house of A. A. Huber. In 1877 he started

out in business on his own account, forming a part-

nership with Owen Bortz, under the name of Bortz

& Shaffer. They dealt in coal, wood and blasting

powder, and the connection continued for two and

a-half years, after which Mr. Shaffer sold out and

began handling mining powder. In 1880 he com-

menced the manufacture of powder, which he con-

tinued for about eighteen months, when he disposed

of his plant to the Dupont Powder Company.

After that he engaged largely in mining iron ore,

and at the same time he became interested in the

zinc mines of Missouri.

Mr. Shaffer is now the owner of the noted Peru-

vian ochre beds in the state of Georgia, a rich de-

posit, which makes the mines very valuable. Be-

sides making extensive shipments of the ochre

throughout this country, he also ships to England
and all parts of Europe. In the year 1893, large-

ly through his instrumentality, the Pennsylvania

Paint and Ochre Company was organized, with C.

M. Keck as Secretary and Treasurer and Mr. Shaf-

fer as President. The company is now operating

four paintmills, one in Allentown, and the others

in different parts of Pennsylvania. Their manu-

factories are equipped with the latest and best im-

proved machinery, and they furnish employment
to a number of men. Their paints and ochre are

sold throughout the United States and Canada, and

they are now doing a very extensive business.

In 1872 our subject was united in marriage with

Miss Sarah A. Butz, a daughter of Manassus Butz,

of Lehigh County. Five children grace this union:

Eliza J., Minna R., Manassus W., Ella M. and Ed-
gar B. Mr. Shaffer is a member of the Salem Re-

formed Church, with which he has been connected

since its organization, nineteen years ago, and has

been Superintendent of the Sunday-school for

a period extending over eighteen years. Under
his capable and efficient management it is now the

largest denominational Sunday-school in the coun-

ty. His time and attention have been largely

taken up by his business interests, yet he never

slights his duties of citizenship, and finds time to

devote to church and benevolent work. He is a

man of sterling worth and strict integrity, and the

many excellences of his character have gained for

him the high regard of all.

=1MM(jav-

WILLIAM WALTERS, M. D., one of the

prominent young physicians of North-

ampton County, is recognized as a man
of superior attainments, and one well calculated

to add fresh laurels to the profession to which he

devotes his time and talents. He was born in this

county, September 23, 1865, and is the son of

Dr. B. C. Walters, a prominent physician of this

locality, and a native of Northampton County.

The grandfather of Dr. William Walters was a

farmer by occupation, and fought as a soldier dur-

ing the War of 1812. He was a member of the

Lutheran Church, aud lived to be seventy years of

age. His wife lived to the advanced age of one

hundred and five years, dying in November, 1894,

at Easton. Prior to her marriage she was known
as Mary Boenstein.

Dr. B. C. Walters is a graduate of the Jefferson

Medical College, receiving his diploma in 1859.

He immediately located for practice in Farmers-

ville, this county, where he is still residing. The
mother of our subject prior to her marriage was
Camilla Brunei-. She was born in Lower Saucou,
this county, and was the daughter of Jacob
Bruner, also a native of that place, where he
was engaged in farm pursuits. The parental fam-
ily included four sons and four daughters, who
grew to mature years. Robley D., also a physician,

is engaged in practice in Easton; Mitchell, a phy-
sician of prominence, resides in South Bethlehem,
and Jacob B. is a student in Easton. William, who
was the fifth in order of birth, carried on his

primary studies in Trach's Academy at Easton,
from which institution he was graduated in 1885.
The same year he entered Lafayette College, and,
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after finishing the scientific course, accepted the
position of civil engineer in the employ of the

Lehigh Valley Railroad Company, locating at

Mauch Chunk, and during the year in which he
worked for that company he laid out several

branches of their road and located the loop at Al-

lentown.

Although being engaged as a civil engineer for

some time, Dr. Walters found time to keep up his

medical studies, it being his ambition to follow in

the footsteps of his honored father and older

brothers. In the fall of 1888 he entered the Jef-

ferson Medical College in Philadelphia, from which

he was graduated in 1890. When looking around

for a suitable location, Dr. Walters began practice

in Bethlehem, very soon built up a lucrative pa-

tronage, and is classed among the most skilful of

the profession in this section.

Dr. William Walters was married in Philadel-

phia, ia 1892, to Miss Jennie, daughter of Theodore

F. Lawall, now deceased. Socially he is a Knight

of Honor, and in politics a strong Democrat. He
is connected by membership with Grace Luth-

eran Church, and is found to be a liberal contrib-

utor toward all good works.

S~y- EORGE ALLEN CHANDLER is a mem-

V^T ber or a verv old family in Pennsylvania,

and is one of its most worthy representa-

tives. He has made his home for several years in

Bethlehem, Northampton County, where he has

been in the employ of the Bethlehem Iron Company

and has also done outside work. He is at the pres-

ent time engineer in charge of the erection of the

new works for the making of ordnance and armor.

In the latter part of the seventeenth century

George Chandler, who was born in Wiltshire,

England, started for America with his wife and

seven children, and died at sea. His family con-

tinued the journey, landing at Philadelphia in

1687. For a time they lived in a cave on the Dela-

ware Front, but later built a house on Apple Tree

Alley, between Arch and Cherry, Fifth and Sixth

Streets. This house was recently standing, and

was considered one of the very oldest in Philadel-

phia, there being probably only one older, the

Letitia House, formerly the residence of William

Penn.

The Chandlers we>e English Quakers. The one

son, William, from whom our subject is descended,

was born in Gret Hodge, Wiltshire, England. He
had married, December 10, 1712, Ann Bowater, the

daughter of John and Frances Bowater, at Christ

Church, Philadelphia, and died in 1746, at London

Grove Meeting House. His son William, the next

in the line of descent, was born in London Grove

Township, Chester County, Pa., March 1, 1717,

and was a farmer by occupation. He married Mrs.

Rebecca (Allen) Mode, and died February 28,

1795. His wife was a daughter of John Allen, who

came from Ireland in 1714, and their son, Allen,

was born in London Grove, October 31, 1759. He,

too, was a farmer, and took part in the War of the

Revolution. For his wife he married Sarah Pyle,

daughter of Joseph and Alice Pyle, of an old

Quaker family from Wiltshire, England. Allen

Chandler died December 24, 1837, and his son,

Allen, Jr., was also born in London Grove, July

12, 1798. He kept an hotel in West Chester, and

died at Doe Run, in the same county, January 8,

1876. He married Mary, daughter of Dr. David

Eaton, who was of Welsh descent, his ancestors

having settled in Philadelphia County about 1686,

and helped establish the Pennepack Church, the

first and oldest Baptist Church in the state. One

of the next generation, Joseph, became a minister

in that denomination in Bucks and Montgomery

Counties, and his son, Isaac, also a Baptist minis-

ter, started the first academy for the education of

youth for the ministry in America. The son of

Isaac, Dr. David Eaton, was the father of Mary

Eaton, previously mentioned.

Allen and Mary (Eaton) Chandler's third child

was Isaac, who was born July 26, 1824, in Mary-

land. He married Katherine Fritz, who was born

in Highland Township, Chester County. She be-

came the mother of two children: George Allen,

the subject of this biography; and Mary Gertrude,

now Mrs. Axel Sahlin, who resides is Baltimore.

The mother was a daughter of George and Mary

(Meharg) Fritz, the former born in Hesse-Cassel,

while the latter was of English and Irish descent.
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Mr. Fritz was a well-to-do farmer and merchant in

Chester County. Isaac Chandler was a blacksmith

by trade, and in 1848, in company with John and

George Fritz and Frank Stroud, helped to estab-

lish the Union Foundry at Catasauqua, and con-

tinued there until 1854. At that time he went to

Johnstown, Pa., where he had charge of the black-

smith shop of the Cambria Iron Company until

1861, when he was made Postmaster under Lin-

coln. Resigning at the end of that administration,

he became a shipping clerk for the Cambria Iron

Company of Johnstown, and held that place until

he resigned and retired from business, in January,

1892. In 1864 he was a delegate to the National

Convention from Cambria County which met at

Baltimore and nominated Lincoln for his second

term.

George Allen Chandler was born in Johnstown,

September 8, 1858, and received such educational

advantages as were afforded by the public schools

of the place. On leaving his studies he served an

apprenticeship of three years as a machinist in the

Cambria Iron Works, and then attended Chambers-

burg Academy for two years, under the instruction

of the late Dr. J. H. Shumaker. For a year he was

then in the State Normal at West Chester. The
two succeeding years Mr. Chandler spent in the

erection department of the Edgar Thompson Steel

Works at Pittsburg. In September, 1881, he came
to Bethlehem and was employed in the drafting-

room of the Bethlehem Iron Company for five

years. Since that time he has been actively en-

gaged in the construction of the new armor and

ordnance works, and during the thirteen years

which have elapsed since he became identified with

the great company in whose employ he still is he

has been esteemed one of their most valued workers

and reliable men.

In Chambersburg, Mr. Chandler was married,

December 27, 1881, to Miss Florence M. White, and

they have had four sons and one daughter, namely:

Gertrude, Allen, George, David (deceased) and
Daniel. Mrs. Chandler was born in Chambersburg,

and is a daughter of George W. White, a veteran

of the Mexican War, and who is now a wholesale

dealer in oil, his territory being the Cumberland
Valley.

A very active Republican, Mr. Chandler has for

three years been a Councilman from the First

Ward, and is Chairman of the Light Committee

and a member of several others. He was a mem-

ber of the Joint Committee of the Bethlehem

Council to plan the celebration of the Sesqui-

Centennial in 1892. Mrs. Chandler is a member

of the Episcopal Church, and Mr. Chandler of the

Moravian Church. Socially he is a member of the

Royal Arcanum. His pleasant home at No. 360

Market Street was erected by him in 1886. The

Chandler family celebrated their bi-centennial an-

niversary in Birmingham Township, on the Brandy-

wine, in September, 1887, and over fourteen hun-

dred of the descendants were present.

HARRY E. HELLER. This gentleman, who
is one of the energetic and enterprising

young men of Allentown, holds the posi-

tion of agent of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad in this city. He is a native of Allen-

town, and was born July 12, 1862.

Peter Heller, father of our subject, was a son of

John Heller, whose ancestors came across the At-

lantic with eighty Palatine families on the ship
" Mortonhouse, " August 24, 1728, settling in

Plainfield Township, Northampton Countj-, Pa. He
was born on the 17th of September, 1816, in Forks
Township, in the same county. He assisted his

father in working the farm, one of the most flour-

ishing in that section, until he reached the age of

eighteen years, when he left home to face the world
and seek his fortune elsewhere. Locating in one
of the central counties of the state of New York,
he there took up the trade of blacksmithing,

which he followed successfully for four years,

when he removed to Allentown, Pa., in the year
1838. This place he chose for his future home,
and here he was married in April, 1841, to Anna
Hartz, daughter of George Hartz, at that time the

leading builder and contractor of the town, of
which the Hartz family were amongst the earliest

settlers.

Mr. Heller, after reaching Allentown, opened
and conducted one of the most successful black-



PORTKAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 989

smithing shops in eastern Pennsylvania, contin-
uing thus until 1854, when he was compelled
to retire on account of failing health. About this

time there was an opportunity offered him to pur-
chase one of the finest livery establishments in

Allentown, which opportunity he accepted. He
at once added a stage line, secured the contract

from the United States Government to carry its

mails to and from the depot (the Lehigh Valley
Railroad having just opened up its road for busi-

ness about this time) and at the same time he re-

ceived the contract from the Hope Express Com-
pany (now the Adams) to do their hauling of

express goods. In 1864, tiring of the livery busi-

ness, he again went to blacksmithing, continuing

until he was seventy-three years of age, when he

retired permanently from business. In 1871 he

was elected to the office of Treasurer of his county

for a term of two years. He also served as a

member of both branches of the City Council at dif-

ferent times. Mr. Heller reared a family of eight

children, four boys and four girls, seven of whom
are living. He is still, at the age of seventy-eight,

enjoying good health, is robust and jovial, and

has a pleasant word for all his friends.

Harry E. received his education in the city

schools of his native place, and on reaching his

thirteenth year entered the employ of the Adams

Express Company, remaining with them for a

period of eleven years. July 1, 1886, he accepted

the position of clerk of the freight and ticket

department of the Lehigh Valley Railroad a-t

Allentown, but was obliged to offer his resignation

to that company in November of the same year,

owing to his appointment as Traveling Passenger

Agent for the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy

Railroad, to succeed Col. R. W. Gillespie, who in

turn had been made General Southern Agent, with

headquarters at New Orleans. Mr. Heller in his

present position has charge of the passenger and

freight interests for the above company through

the states of Pennsylvania, New Jersey and south-

ern New York. He possesses a thorough knowl-

edge of railroading in its many branches, and is

fully qualified to be the incumbent of his present

responsible position.

For six years previous to 1886, our subject was

45

in the employ of the above road, having charge of

the correspondence and advertising for the agent

who was located here, most of the work of which

position he accomplished at night. The lady to

whom he was married, December 8, 1891, was Miss

Emma D., daughter of John S. and Jennie (Walker)

Thomas, of Detroit, Mich. She was born June 30,

1864, in Detroit, Mich., and by her union with our

subject has become the mother of two sons, Ed-

ward Peter and Thomas Hartz.

Politically a Democrat, our subject takes a lead-

ing part in local matters, and is well posted on all

issues of the hour. He is a member of Barger

Lodge No. 333, F. & A. M. He occupies a promi-

nent place among the railroad men of the county,

and has an extensive acquaintance with that class

throughout the East and West. Mr. Heller and

his family occupy a fine residence at No. 1145

Walnut Street, and few people in the county are

more widely, and none more favorably known
than they.

HOWARD R. KNECHT belongs to one of

the best and oldest families of Lower

Saucon Township, Northampton County,

and for many years has occupied a high position in

the social, political and business circles of the com-

munity. He is the sole owner of one pf the most

important industries in this region, the roller flour-

ing-mills located at Shimersville, which he operates

under the name of John Knecht's Son. Our sub-

ject possesses in a marked degree the traits of char-

acter which made his father so highly esteemed

and successful in life.

The Knecht family in the last century resided in

the Palatinate,i Germany. JEJis ancestor, John Jacob

Knecht, with fifty-nine of his neighbors and rela-

tives, started on a sailing-vessel, "The Allen,"

James Cragie, master, from Rotterdam, in Septem-

ber, 1734, and became settlers in Williams Town-

ship, this county. A son of John Jacob, Jonas

George was born May 5, 1740, and died February

21, 1823. His wife, Anna Maria, was born Sep-

tember 29, 1752, and died February 12, 1813.

Their son John, our subject's grandfather, was
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born July 1, 1778, and married Sarah Ruth Stah-

ler, whose birth occurred September 10, 1782. The
former died September 17, 1814, while his wife

lived until October 5, 1827.

John Knecht, the next in line of descent, was

born in Williams Township, August 5, 1814, be-

ing the second son in the family. His mother died

when he was very young, and his father's death

occurred when he was a lad of twelve years. His

uncle, Aaron Knecht, of Williams To'wnship, took

charge of him and brought him up on his farm,

training him in thrifty and industrious ways, to

which traits he owed the foundation of his large

fortune in after years. He received his education

in a private school held in the Spring House, two

and a-half miles below Easton, near the Black

Horse Tavern on the Delaware.

Afterward he apprenticed himself to learn the

carpenter's trade with John Seiple, who later re-

moved to Ohio, where he died. Mr. Knecht fol-

lowed the trade until twenty-one years of age,

when he went to North Carolina and engaged in

railroad contract work between Raleigh and Gas-

ton. In 1839 he returned to the scenes of his early

manhood, and February 2, 1841, was married to

Eliza E., daughter of Benjamin and Elizabeth

Riegel, the wedding taking place in the old house

at Shimersville. The marriage ceremony was per-

formed by Rev. Mr. Becker. Shortly after his

marriage, Mr. Knecht took possession of the old

gristmill at Shimersville, which was built by Na-
than Irish in 1735, and the farmers of all this sec-

tion round about in the eighteenth century car-

ried their grain there to be ground. This is shown
by the fact that in 1743 the Moravians of Bethle-

hem petitioned the court to open a road from that

place to the Saucon mill, which was done. Mr.

Irish, several years later, sold the mill and land to

George Cruikshank, of Philadelphia. After his

death, his son-in-law, John Currie, a Reading law-

yer, retired from the practice of law and removed
to the Cruikshank lands, now Shimersville, occu-

pying the old stone house on the hill in which the

late John Knecht resided. He subsequently sold

the entire property to Jacob Shimer, who in 1816

erected the present mill close by the old one. His

son, Isaac B, Shimer, operated it until 1832, when

it was again sold, this time to Samuel Leidigh. In

1836 Benjamin Riegel purchased the property, and

in the year 1842 it passed into the possession of

the late John Knecht, Mr. Riegel's son-in-law.

Mr. Knecht operated the mill until 1890, improv-

ing it a great deal during this time, and then

turned the business over to his son Howard, who
now runs it.

He was for several years a Director of the Lehigh

Valley Railroad Company, of which he was always

a firm friend, having warmly favored and encour-

aged the construction of the road. He enjoyed

the personal friendship of its projector, Asa Packer,

and rendered him every assistance in his power in

the consummation of his project. Upon the comple-

tion of the railroad, Mr. Knecht, who was a man
of great business foresight, realized the benefits

which would accrue to the whole valley from it,

and at his suggestion that an iron furnace in the

vicinity of Bethlehem would grow in prosperity

and importance, he enlisted the co-operation of a

number of capitalists, among whom were Augustus

Wolle, Charles W. Rauch and Charles B. Daniel,

all long since deceased, and the great Bethlehem

Iron Company was established, Mr. Knecht be-

ing a Director in the company from that time

(1859) up to the date of his decease. In 1872 he

organinzed the Northampton Iron Company, and
was elected President of the same. A large fur-

nace was built near Freemansburg, and is now oper-

ated by the Bethlehem Iron Company. He was
also a Director in the Easton National Bank, and
held many offices of trust, being executor, admin-
istrator and guardian for many of his friends. He
was a member of the Reformed Church, and car-

ried into his daily life its worthy teachings. Many
a poor man owes to him substantial assistance, ad-

vice and help. He was a stanch Democrat, and
though at one time solicited to run for Congress,

emphatically declined, preferring to live a quiet

life.

Mr. and Mrs. John Knecht were the parents of

seven children, four of whom yet survive: Ara-
bella, wife of Dr. J. J. Detwiller,of Easton; Emily,
Mrs. Dr. E. J. Freeman, of Freemansburg; Annie,
who resides at home; and Howard R. Those who
have passed away are SaUie, wife of Dr. R. H,
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Sheppard, of Phillipsburg, N. J.; John, who died

at the age of forty; and Benjamin, whose death

occurred in infancy. February 2, 1891, marked
the close of a half-century of wedded bliss, and
the event was appropriately celebrated. The afore-

named surviving children were present, as were

also the lady and gentleman who acted as lady of

honor and best man at the wedding fifty years be-

fore. The guests were numerous, among them

being officials of the Lehigh Valley Railroad Com-
pany and the Bethlehem Iron Company, and other

distinguished personages from Easton, Bethlehem

and elsewhere. But while these festivities were in

progress the dark shadow of approaching misfort-

une hung over that household in which joyous-

ness and merriment reigned. Not one of the

guests for a moment dreamed that almost before

the sounds of revelry should pass away grim Death

would remove one of the venerable persons in

whose honor they had gathered. Twenty days

later, February 22, 1891, John Knecht passed peace-

fully away, and he was followed by his loving and

faithful companion in less than six months after-

ward, her demise occurring July 4, 1891.

Howard R. Knecht was born in Shimersville,

September 4, 1856, and received a public-school

education. He further pursued his studies in Naz-

areth Hall, from which he was graduated in 1876.

He then commenced working for his father, help-

ing to manage his business, and on attaining his

majority became a partner with his father in the

milling business. In 1885 the mill was converted

into a full fledged roller-mill, and storehouses for

the storage of flour and grain were added. Early

in 1890 John Knecht practically turned the entire

management of the business over to his son, and

in his will bequeathed to Howard (whom he also

made sole executor) the stone gristmill, the saw-

mill, the stone dwelling, the tenant houses, and

vast tracts of land, together with numerous other

bequests.

He is a live, earnest, energetic young man, who

has inherited the social and business traits of char-

acter which made his father so well beloved and so

successful in life. In addition to his active opera-

tions at Shimersville, Mr. Knecht is a Director of

the Easton National Bank. He is possessed of a

very genial disposition, and affable and courteous

manners, and occupies a high political, social and

religious position in the community. He was one

of the jurors who sat in the celebrated Lincoln

National Bank case, tried before Judge Butler in

the United States District Court in Philadelphia

in the early part of 1890. It will be remembered

that the Cashier, Ellis P. Bard, and Franklin W.
Hull, a coal and wood merchant of Ephrata, Pa.,

were accused of defrauding the bank out of the

sum of $80,000.

September 21, 1882, Mr. Knecht married Lau-

renti, daughter of Dr. B. C. "Walter, of Farmers-

ville, this county. Four children blessed the union

of this Vorthy couple, two of them dying in early

infancy. Florence Anna, born September 29, 1883,

and John Walter, born February 8, 1885, survive.

In politics Mr. Knecht is a Democrat, and takes

a leading part in educational and civic affairs. He

is a member of the Reformed Church of Freemans-

burg, and is a Trustee of the Allentown College

for Women.
The products of the mill at Shimersville enjoy a

household reputation throughout the country, and

are handled by dealers in the Bethlehems, in East-

on, Allentown, Wilkes Barre, and, in fact, by all

the principal markets in eastern Pennsylvania, also

Newark, N. J., and other sections. It is noted as

one of the most noted flourmills in this state, and

its commodious storehouses are constantly being

refilled, so large and continuous are the shipments

to the various markets. Mr. Knecht devotes his

entire personal supervision to the operation of the

mill, and he stands high in the estimation of his

customers, his employes and his tenants. His de-

livery wagons make daily trips to the Bethlehems,

laden with barrels of flour consigned to the deal-

ers of this borough.

-js>4^

WiS. ROBBINS. & BRO. The old truth,

which has been happily expressed in

the saying that "every man is the

architect of his own fortune," is perhaps nowhere

more decidedly manifest than in the history ©f this

well known firm of Raubsville. From a small be-
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ginning they have worked their way to a fore-

most position among the business men of North-

ampton County. In 1889 they embarked in the

manufacture of carriages, and now have a good

trade in that line, selling the best grades of phae-

tons, surreys, buggies, road and express wagons,

carts, sleighs, dray and delivery wagons. The

products of the factory are of the highest grade,

combining good quality and thorough construc-

tion with perfect style and finish.

In addition to the above enterprise the firm' is

engaged in the manufacture of lime, their works

having a capacity of one thousand bushels daily.

In this department eight men are employed in

summer, and from twelve to fifteen during the

winter, while in the carriage works steady employ-

ment is given to eight men. In the mercantile

business they also have a large trade and several

employes. Here may be found a varied assort-

ment of dry goods, groceries, hardware, and every-

thing carried in a first-class country store, besides

flour, feed and coal. They have a large trade

throughout the surrounding country, both in their

dry-goods house and carriage factory. In the lime

works orders are filled from any part of the coun-

try, and in 1894 about two hundred and eighty

carloads were shipped, the business enjoying a

steady increase.

The members of the firm, William S. and John K.

Robbins, are natives of New Jersey, the former

born in Warren Count}', and the latter in Hunter-

don County. In 1880, with other members of the

family, they came to Northampton County and

settled at Raubsville, Williams Township, where

their mother still resides. William S., when six-

teen years of age, began to learn the carriage-

maker's trade, at which he served an apprentice-

ship of three years, and subsequently worked one

and a-half years under instruction. John K., the

younger brother, began to clerk in the mercantile

house of Jacob Lesh, at Raubsville, in 1887, remain-

ing with that gentleman about one year. Then, in

partnership with his brother, he organized the firm

that has since enjoyed a lucrative business.

Politically the brothers are Democrats. In re-

ligious belief they are members of the Lutheran

Church, to the support of which they are active

contributors. William S. married Lizzie M. Angell,

who bore him three children, Lavina, John and

Esther. T'he lady whom John K. married was

known in maidenhood as Laura Kugler, and one

child, Ruth, blesses their union.

The success which the firm of W. S. Robbins &
Bro. has gained is due to their energy, persever-

ance and excellent business judgment. They are

progressive, quick to discern an opportunity, and

equally quick to take advantage of it. They are

reliable in business transactions, invariably honest

and upright in dealings, and have gained the

confidence of the people with whom they have

business relations.

THE LEHIGH VALLEY RAILROAD
throughout the United States has an es-

tablished reputation for its thoroughness,

of equipment and the courtesy of its officials. To
it, more than to any other agency, is due the de-

velopment of the Lehigh Valley during the past

fifty years, and it has been an invaluable factor in

the progress of the Keystone State. It passes

through a portion of our country rich in history,

romance and scenic beauty, whose geological strata

attract to it the geologist; whose mines have added
materially to the national wealth; whose forges

and furnaces support millions of the human fam-
ily; whose universities and colleges are second to

none, and whose lakes and rivers, with their at-

tractions of boating, swimming and fishing, draw
hither many over whom its material resources

might have no influence.

An act of the Legislature, approved April 21,

1846, and projected by Hon. Asa Packer, rendered
possible the materialization of the Lehigh Valley
Railroad. The charter bears date of September 20,

1847, and at a meeting of the Board of Managers
held in Easton October 21, James M. Porter was
elected to the Presidency. On the 7th of January,

1853, the name and style of the Delaware, Lehigh
& Susquehanna Railroad Company was changed
to the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company, with all

the rights, privileges and immunities of the former
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corporation. Though beset with difficulties and

forced to meet many seemingly insurmountable

obstacles, the officers of the company pushedjfor-

ward,' until the tracks were laid and the road in

running order. Its success was then assured, and

though it has met with occasional reverses, yet

dividends have been declared and employes have

been paid regularly. In 1865 the Wilkes Barre

extension was projected from White Haven to

Wilkes Barre. Steel rails began to displace those

of iron and were reported to be immeasurably su-

perior.

In 1866 the Lehigh & Mahanoy Railroad, from

Black Creek Junction to Mt. Carmel, was absorbed.

A controlling interest was also purchased in the

North Branch Canal, extending from Wilkes Barre

to the New York state line, a distance of over one

hundred miles. Previous to this a charter had

been secured changing the company's title to the

Pennsylvania & New York Canal and Railroad

Company, with authority to build a railroad on

either bank of the canal its entire length, and dur-

ing 1866 this interest was purchased by'the Le-

high Valley Railroad Company.

The increased advantages accruing, and addi-

tional facilities demanded for transportation, made

it necessary to further increase the capital stock of

the road, and the new stock was eagerly sought after

and speedily taken. Additional acquirements of

coal land were made by the purchase of fifty-eight

hundred acres, known as the Delano Lands. By a

previous purchase ten new collieries, a machine-

shop, engine house and dwellings, known as Dela-

no, also became the property of the company. The

telegraph facilities were gradually increased, and

many other improvements made from time to time.

The equipment of the road is ample and of the

most modern style, affording its patrons every con-

venience consistent with railroad service. The

management never hesitates to increase the facili-

ties in new depots whenever required, and the de-

pots at all stations of prominence are now build-

ings of elegance, containing all modern conveni-

ences, while those at the more important stations

are models of architectural beauty and artistic in

decoration. The coaches are heated by steam, and

are substantially decorated; the palace-car and

sleeper accommodations are of the latest and most

thoroughly equipped Pullman service. The gon-

dola pattern has supplanted all others in cars of

that class used in the coal traffic. The tracks and

beds are superior in all points. The hard stone

and slag ballast assures solidity and firmness, while

the dust, which is an invariable concomitant of

tracks laid on dirt and cinders, is unknown on this

line. The steel rails guarantee a smoothness not

possible on iron rails, and, indeed, in every respect,

the Lehigh Valley Railroad is one in which its

officials, and the traveling public as well, may take

great pleasure and pride. Its long and honorable

history, extending over the latter half of the nine-

teenth century, is a record to which every friend

of progress may point with pride, and there is ev-

ery reason to believe its extent and usefulness will

increase with time.
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